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IRAN SAYS NO NEW 
COMMITMENTS ON 
NUCLEAR SITES AFTER 
VANCE SAYS INSPECTORS 
TO BE INVITED BACK

NATION PAGE

BANGAARAM 
HOLDS STRONG 
ON FIRST WEEK!

Google restores 
Telegram on Playstore, 
app starts functioning 
for some users
New Delhi: Google 
restored instant messag-
ing app Telegram on 
Tuesday morning as a 
temporary ban imposed 
by the government ended 
on the midnight of June 
22.The platform was 
accessible to some exist-
ing users before Google 
restored it.The app con-
tinued to remain delisted 
on Apple's Appstore till 
around 10 am.An emailed 
query sent to Apple did 
not elicit an immediate 
response. 

SCAN FOR 
E-PAPER

OM NAMO 
VENKATESAYA

22- 06-2026
Total pilgrims : 86,021
Tonsures : 33,356
Hundi kanukalu : 4.49 CR  
Laddu sale... 4.08 Lac
Annaprasadams... 2.16 Lac
Medical treatment.....2,703
Waiting Compartments...27

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens).. 8- 10 H

UDDHAV THACKERAY
what next for 
Balasaheb’s son?

TN issues GO for ‘Thaimaaman gold ring scheme’; 
newborns in government hospitals to receive 1-gram gold ring

Chennai (TSIT)

The Tamil Nadu government 
has issued a Government 
Order (GO) to implement the 
‘Thaimaaman Thanga 
Mothira Thittam’, under 
which every child born in a 
government hospital to a fam-
ily permanently residing in 
the state will receive a 1-gram 
gold ring. The scheme, effec-
tive from June 22, 2026, will 
benefit all eligible newborns 
delivered in government 
healthcare facilities.

The state has set aside an 
annual allocation of 755.83 
crore for the initiative. 
According to the GO, the 
scheme is designed to honour 
both the mother and the new-
born. Officials have been 
directed to begin the tender-
ing process for procuring the 
gold rings immediately.

The initiative draws inspi-
ration from the Tamil cultur-
al practice of ‘Thaimaaman 
Seer’, where a maternal uncle 
traditionally welcomes a new-
born with gifts and blessings. 
Under this scheme, the state 
will symbolically assume the 
role of the maternal uncle, 
presenting a gold ring as a 
gesture of affection and wel-
come for every eligible child. 
The government said the pro-

gramme also aims to strength-
en public confidence in gov-
ernment healthcare institu-
tions while commemorating 
births in these facilities.

Tamil Nadu has a strong 
track record in maternal and 
child welfare, with existing 
programmes such as finan-
cial assistance for pregnant 
women, free institutional 
deliveries, newborn care ser-
vices, emergency obstetric 

treatment, nutritional sup-
port, and the Pregnancy and 
Infant Cohort Monitoring and 
Evaluation (PICME) system. 
Officials said these interven-
tions have significantly 
improved the state’s maternal 
and child health indicators 
over the years.

While the scheme will 
apply to children born from 
June 22, 2026, the formal 
launch is scheduled for 
September 15, 2026, which 
marks the birth anniversary 
of Perarignar Anna. Chief 
Minister Vijay will officially 
inaugurate the programme 
on that day. The government 
said the initiative seeks to 
celebrate motherhood, mark 
the birth of every child in a 
government hospital, and 
reinforce the state’s enduring 
commitment to maternal and 
child welfare.

The State has 
earmarked Rs 755.83 
crore annually for the 
scheme, which will 
benefit babies born in 
government hospitals 
from June 22, 2026 
onwards, said a Daily 
Thanthi report.

PM Modi asks young civil servants to lead journey towards Viksit Bharat@2047
New Delhi (TSIT): 

Highlighting the vision of 
Viksit Bharat@2047, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday interact-
ed with 183 Officer 
Trainees of the IAS 2024 
batch and urged them to 
dedicate themselves to 
nation-building with a 
strong sense of purpose.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of data-driven gover-
nance, the Prime Minister 
urged the young officers to 

constantly evaluate their 
contribution towards 
nation-building and derive 
satisfaction not from posi-
tions held, but from mea-
surable outcomes 
achieved.

Speaking at a session 
held at Seva Teerth, PM 
Modi expressed confidence 
that the young officers 
attached as Assistant 
Secretaries in various 
Ministries and 
Departments would use 
their energy, talent, and 

dedication to play a pivotal 
role in taking India’s 
development journey to 
new heights.

The young Officer 

Trainees shared their 
experiences from their 
field training and their 
attachment to Ministries.

The Prime Minister said 

that after two years of field 
exposure and administra-
tive learning, they now 
stand at a crucial stage 
where their decisions will 
shape not just their own 
careers, but the future of 
crores of citizens.

He emphasised that the 
real test of public service 
begins by handling real-
life situations with integ-
rity, sensitivity, and com-
mitment.

The Prime Minister 
urged the young civil ser-

vants to dedicate them-
selves to nation-building 
with a strong sense of pur-
pose, innovation, and citi-
zen-centric governance.

He urged the officers to 
always remember the 
human impact behind 
every administrative file.

He said that every file 
represents the aspirations, 
concerns, and lives of 
countless citizens. 
Stressing the mantra of 
“Nagrik Devo Bhava”, he 
called upon officers to 

place citizens at the center 
of every decision and 
ensure governance 
remains empathetic, 
responsive, and inclusive.

Calling for a whole-of-
government approach, the 
Prime Minister stressed 
that major developmental 
challenges cannot be 
solved in silos. He further 
noted that effective coordi-
nation across departments 
is essential for achieving 
meaningful and lasting 
outcomes.

PM Modi urged IAS 
2024 officer trainees to 
adopt citizen-centric, 

data-driven governance 
and contribute actively 
towards the vision of 
Viksit Bharat@2047 
through measurable 

outcomes and 
nation-building.

NEW DELHI (TSIT): 

The opening of the Strait of 
Hormuz is a very welcome 
move as it will help energy 
security, National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval said on 
Tuesday while welcoming 
counterparts from BRICS 
nations at a key conclave 
here. Doval said freedom 
of navigation through the 
key shipping lane will ben-
efit the countries of the 
region and beyond.

"India welcomes the 
MoU reached between the 
US and Iran. We have got 

cautious optimism, and we 
hope that it will work. It 

will help energy security," 
Doval said. "The opening 

of the Strait of Hormuz is a 
very welcome develop-
ment. It will remove sup-
ply chain bottlenecks and 
(address) shortages in sec-
tors like fertilisers and 
chemicals," he said.

Doval also delved into 
geopolitical tensions wit-
nessed in various geogra-
phies and their impact on 
various countries.

"We are meeting at a 
very tumultuous time. The 
world is facing geopolitical 
uncertainties, economic 
strains, and disruptive 
technology," Doval said.

Opening of Strait of Hormuz welcome move: NSA Doval at BRICS conclave

RBI injects Rs 1.41 
lakh crore into 
banking system
Mumbai (TSIT):  

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) on Tuesday pumped in 
over Rs 1.41 lakh crore of tran-
sient liquidity into the banking 
system through a seven-day 
variable rate repo (VRR) auc-
tion. The funds were injected 
into the system at a cut-off rate 
and weighted average rate of 
5.26 per cent, according to fig-
ures released by the RBI. This 
was done after the liquidity in 
the banking system turned into 
a deficit of Rs 19,971.89 crore as 
on June 22.

Dharmendra Pradhan says CJP is 
B-team of disruptive elements

New Delhi (TSIT): 

Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan on 
Monday launched a sharp 
attack on the Cockroach 
Janata Party (CJP), the 
satirical outfit that had 
been leading protests over 
the NEET paper leak con-
troversy, describing it as 
the “B team of disruptive 
elements” and alleging that 
it was fronting forces that 
had been rejected by voters.
During a media interview, 
Pradhan said those behind 

the movement were 
attempting to target institu-
tions and create disruption 
under a different 
guise.“They are the B team 
of disruptive elements. 

Those who were rejected in 
the democracy have come 
in disguise and are now 
after the system. They raise 
slogans for those who want 
to divide the country. They 
have been identified,” he 
said.The remarks came a 
day after more than 20 lakh 
medical aspirants appeared 
for the NEET re-examina-
tion, conducted over a 
month after the original 
test was scrapped amid alle-
gations of a paper leak. The 
controversy had triggered 
protests across the country.

Cong urges Centre 
to reject ‘1-sided’ 
India-US trade 
pact amid tariff 
uncertainty

New Delhi (TSIT): 

The Congress on Tuesday 
intensified its attack on the 
Narendra Modi government 
over ongoing trade negotia-
tions with the United States, 
alleging that New Delhi was 
being pressured into signing 
a trade agreement that 
would disproportionately 
benefit Washington while 
harming Indian farmers and 
domestic industry.Congress 
general secretary in-charge 
communications Jairam 
Ramesh, in a post on social 
media platform X, ques-
tioned the rationale behind 
pursuing a trade pact with 
the US amid uncertainty 
over American tariff poli-
cies and ongoing investiga-
tions into India’s trade prac-
tices.Referring to the visit of 
the US Trade Representative 
Jamieson Greer to New 
Delhi, Ramesh claimed that 
an India-US joint statement 
on trade issued on February 
6, 2026, had envisaged sig-
nificant concessions from 
both sides.

India rejects Pakistan's 
fabricated PoK unrest claim
New Delhi (TSIT): 

The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) on Tuesday 
categorically rejected 
Pakistan’s "fabricated 
claims" linking India to the 
ongoing unrest in 
P a k i s t a n - o c c u p i e d 
Kashmir (PoK), stating 
that such remarks reflect-
ed a desperate bid by 
Islamabad to divert atten-
tion from its own failures 
and human rights abuses.

Responding to a ques-
tion during the weekly 
media briefing in New 
Delhi, MEA spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal dismissed 
allegations made by 
Pakistan's Defence 
Minister blaming India for 

the violence in PoK.
"Such remarks are des-

perate attempts by 
Pakistan to cover up its 
own failings and deflect 
attention away from its 
human rights abuses. We 
categorically reject these 
fabricated claims with the 
contempt that they 
deserve.

 The ongoing protests in 
P a k i s t a n - o c c u p i e d 

Kashmir are a direct con-
sequence of Pakistan's 
decades-long policy of sys-
temic economic exploita-
tion, denial of fundamental 
rights, and administrative 
oppression in areas under 
its illegal and forcible 
occupation," Jaiswal stat-
ed. Calling on the interna-
tional community to take 
note of the situation, he 
said Pakistan should be 
held accountable for its 
actions and human rights 
violations in PoK.

"The Pakistani state has 
responded with extreme 
police brutality, blocking 
of essential supplies and 
medicines, internet black-
outs, and use of lethal force 
against unarmed civilians. 

Rajendra Prasad, Murali Mohan 
receive Padma Shri

New Delhi (TSIT)

Veteran Telugu actors 
Rajendra Prasad and 
Murali Mohan were con-
ferred the Padma Shri by 
President Droupadi 
Murmu at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan on Tuesday in rec-
ognition of their outstand-
ing contributions to Indian 
cinema.

Rajendra Prasad, popu-

larly known as 
“Natakireeti,” earned 
acclaim for his exceptional 
performances in Telugu 
cinema, particularly in 
comedy classics such as 
Aha Naa Pellanta and 
Ladies Tailor. With a 
career spanning nearly 
five decades, he has won 
numerous awards and 
remains one of the most 
beloved actors in the 

industry.
Murali Mohan, an 

accomplished actor and 
producer, has played a sig-
nificant role in the growth 
of Telugu cinema through 
his production house, 
Jayabheri Creations. 
Apart from his film career, 
he is also known for his 
contributions to social ser-
vice.The honour sparked 
celebrations across the 
Telugu film industry, with 
actors, filmmakers and 
political leaders congratu-
lating the recipients on 
social media. This year's 
Padma Shri awardees also 
include Malayalam actor 
Mammootty, actor R. 
Madhavan and Indian 
cricket captain Rohit 
Sharma.

Centre and state hold 
Metro project talks

New Delhi/
Hyderabad (TSIT): 

Union Coal and Mines 
Minister G. Kishan Reddy 
on Tuesday said he facili-
tated meetings between 
Telangana Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy and 
Union Ministers in New 
Delhi to discuss issues 
related to the Hyderabad 
Metro Rail project.

In a post on social media 
platform X, Kishan Reddy 
stated that he coordinated 
the meetings after receiv-
ing requests from the Chief 
Minister seeking discus-
sions with Union Railway 
Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw.According to the 

Union Minister, meetings 
were held on June 22 and 
June 23 with Ashwini 
Vaishnaw, while the sec-
ond round of discussions 
also included Union 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar. 

He said the talks were 

conducted in a positive 
atmosphere and focused on 
matters concerning 
Telangana.

Kishan Reddy reiterated 
that, as a representative of 
Telangana in the Union 
Cabinet, he would continue 
to work for the state's 
development and the wel-
fare of its people.

The meetings are signifi-
cant as the Centre and the 
Telangana Government 
are currently discussing 
issues related to Hyderabad 
Metro Rail Phase-I, includ-
ing its proposed takeover, 
and plans for the Phase-II 
expansion aimed at 
strengthening the city's 
public transport network.

CM Revanth meets Union Ministers on Metro

FIR cites illegal 
commercial use, 
single entry/exit

Lucknow (TSIT): 

The first information 
report (FIR) registered over 
the Aliganj building fire in 
Lucknow that claimed 15 
lives has alleged that the 
premises were being oper-
ated as a commercial estab-
lishment without adequate 
fire safety arrangements, 
emergency exits, and mea-
sures to prevent smoke 
accumulation, police said. 
The FIR, lodged at Aliganj 
police station under sec-
tions 105 (culpable homi-
cide not amounting to mur-
der), 110 (attempt to com-
mit culpable homicide), 125 
(rash or negligent act 
endangering human life) 
and provisions of the Uttar 
Pradesh Fire and 
Emergency Services Act, 
names four accused per-
sons and others.
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Rare spine surgery saves thalassemia 
patient from paralysis

Hyderabad, June 23: 
Doctors at CARE 
Hospitals, Hitech City, 
successfully prevented 
possible paralysis in a 
34-year-old Beta 
Thalassemia patient by 
performing a complex 
spine surgery to relieve 
pressure on his spinal 
cord.

The patient, Surfaraz 
Takkalapalli from 
Manikonda, had been 
experiencing worsening 
balance issues, difficulty 
walking and a recent loss 
of urinary control. 
Following detailed investi-
gations, doctors discov-
ered abnormal blood-form-
ing tissue around his spine 
that was compressing the 
spinal cord, a rare compli-
cation associated with 
thalassemia.

According to specialists, 
while thalassemia primar-
ily affects blood produc-
tion, in uncommon cases 
blood-forming tissue can 
develop outside the bone 
marrow and accumulate 
around the spine, leading 
to serious neurological 

complications.
Recognising the risk of 

permanent nerve damage 
and paralysis, a multidis-
ciplinary team led by Dr. 
Goparaju Praveen, 
Consultant Orthopaedic 
Spine Surgeon, performed 
a complex thoracic spine 

surgery to remove the tis-
sue and decompress the 
spinal cord.

Dr. Praveen said timely 
diagnosis and surgical 
intervention played a cru-
cial role in preventing 
long-term disability. 
Following surgery and 
rehabilitation, the 
patient's balance improved 
significantly and he 
regained the ability to 
walk comfortably and 
independently.

Doctors advised individ-
uals with thalassemia and 
other blood disorders to 
seek immediate medical 
attention if they experi-
ence persistent back pain, 
leg weakness, numbness, 
loss of balance or difficulty 
walking, as early treat-
ment can prevent serious 
complications.

Kamineni Hospitals launches 
dedicated weight loss centre

Hyderabad, June 23: 
With obesity emerging as 
a major public health con-
cern, Kamineni Hospitals 
has launched a dedicated 
Weight Loss Centre to pro-
vide comprehensive and 
personalized obesity man-
agement through a multi-
disciplinary approach.

Medical experts at the 
launch highlighted the 
growing prevalence of obe-
sity across all age groups 
and warned that it signifi-
cantly increases the risk of 
Type 2 diabetes, heart dis-
ease, fatty liver disease, 
hypertension, sleep apnea, 
infertility and certain can-
cers.Dr. B. Sravya, 
C o n s u l t a n t 
Endocrinologist, said obe-
sity should be treated as a 
chronic disease rather 
than a lifestyle issue. She 

noted that even a 5–10 per-
cent reduction in body 
weight can lead to substan-
tial improvements in blood 
sugar levels, blood pres-
sure, cholesterol and over-
all health.

Senior Consultant 
Diabetologist Dr. Bhavani 
pointed out that obesity is 
rising rapidly in India, 
with Telangana emerging 
as a major hotspot. She 
stressed the need for spe-

cialized obesity care to 
address associated health 
complications.

Experts also emphasized 
the importance of struc-
tured exercise pro-
grammes and personalized 
nutrition plans in achiev-
ing sustainable weight 
loss. The new centre 
brings together endocri-
nologists, diabetologists, 
nutritionists, physiothera-
pists, psychologists and 
bariatric specialists under 
one roof.The facility will 
offer obesity assessments, 
metabolic and genetic risk 
evaluation, body composi-
tion analysis, nutrition 
counselling, exercise pro-
grammes, medical man-
agement and long-term 
follow-up care to help 
patients achieve lasting 
health benefits.

Commissioner Srijana MLA Arekapudi Gandhi 
Review Civic Issues in Mayuri Nagar

Hyderabad, TSIT: As 
part of the “One Ward 
Every Day” initiative, 
Cyberabad Municipal 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
Commissioner Srijana 
Gummalla and MLA 
conducted a field visit 
to Mayuri Nagar in 
Madhapur Circle, 
Kukatpally Zone, to 
assess civic infrastruc-
ture and address public 
grievances.

Accompanied by 
senior municipal offi-
cials, the Commissioner 
and MLA interacted 
with residents and 
reviewed key issues, 
including the proposed 
road widening at Survey 
No. 172, installation of 
signboards on narrow 
roads, regulation of new 
hostel buildings, stray 
dog control measures 
and intensified mosqui-
to-control operations in 
water stagnation areas 

near the CRPF premises.
Commissioner Srijana 

directed officials to take 
immediate action 
against the burning of 
cables and dry waste in 
Subash Chandra Bose 
Nagar and ensure the 
removal of CC and BT 
debris near the Mayuri 
Nagar Water Tank. She 

also instructed the 
concerned depart-
ments to coordinate 
with HMDA for the 
transfer of the 
M i y a p u r –
G a n d i m a i s a m m a 
Road and drain 
works along with the 
necessary funds.

MLA Arekapudi 
Gandhi emphasized 
the need for prompt 
resolution of civic 
issues and assured 
residents that devel-
opment works would 
be taken up on prior-
ity. Residents shared 

their concerns and sug-
gestions, which were 
reviewed on the spot.  
visit reflects the 
Corporation’s commit-
ment to strengthening 
public participation and 
ensuring faster resolu-
tion of civic issues 
through regular ward-
level inspections.

New Delhi (TSIT) In poli-
tics, it can never really be 
an endgame. So, are the 
devastating developments 
in Shiv Sena (UBT) the end 
of the road for party chief 
Uddhav Thackeray—the 
son of the man who started 
it all six decades ago, the 
late Balasaheb Thackeray? 
Considered an introverted 
politician, especially when 
compared to the aggressive 
line followed by the “origi-
nal” Shiv Sena and his 
father, many believe that 
the “humble and modest” 
Uddhav was perhaps never 
really cut out for cutthroat 
politics. For much of his 
early life, he remained out 
of the spotlight, preferring 
wildlife and aerial photog-
raphy over public life.

His cousin Raj Thackeray 
was widely seen as more of 
a chip off the old block, 
resembling Balasaheb 
Thackeray in temperament 
and political style. Uddhav 
took control of the party in 
January 2013 after the 
death of his father and also 
inherited the BJP-Shiv 
Sena alliance—one of the 
oldest and most enduring 
ideological coalitions in 
Indian politics, spanning 
three decades before its col-
lapse in 2019 over power-
sharing issues between the 
two.

Observers say breaking 
up with the BJP was per-
haps Uddhav’s biggest mis-
take.After breaking up 
with the BJP, he formed the 

Maha Vikas Aghadi gov-
ernment with the Congress 
and the NCP to become the 
Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra —a decision 
that reshaped Maharashtra 
politics and the fortunes of 
his party. But since the first 
split in 2022, when he lost 
the government, MLAs, 
and the “Bow and Arrow” 
party symbol to Eknath 
Shinde, he has been bat-
tling a perception war over 
who carries the Balasaheb’s 
legacy.

Observers say more 
than when leaders like 
Chhagan Bhujbal, 
Narayan Rane, or Raj 
Thackeray left, what hurt 
Uddhav most was when 
Shinde jumped ship to 
become Chief Minister 
with the support of the BJP 
and, later, the breakaway 
faction of Sharad Pawar’s 
NCP. Unlike earlier depar-
tures led by individual 
leaders, the Shinde revolt 
directly challenged his 
leadership and the party’s 
political future. On 
Monday, Shinde dealt 
another devastating blow, 
taking away six of 
Uddhav’s nine Lok Sabha 
MPs. With rumblings also 
among Shiv Sena (UBT) 
MLAs and no control over 
local bodies, especially the 
BMC, observers say 
Uddhav’s uncertain future 
now depends on how he 
navigates the upcoming 
electoral battles with a 
shrinking support base.

Uddhav Thackeray-what 
next for Balasaheb’s son?

Seed and fertilizer fair inaugurated at Hanwada; 
farmers urged to use certified seeds

Mahabubnagar, 
June 23: District 
C o l l e c t o r 
Khushboo Gupta 
inaugurated the 
Seed and Fertilizer 
Fair at the Rythu 
Vedika in Hanwada 
mandal on Tuesday 
and advised farm-
ers to purchase 
only quality, certi-
fied seeds. She cautioned 
that fake or expired seeds 
could cause severe losses 
and warned of strict action 
against dealers involved in 
counterfeit sales.

The fair, part of the state 
government's "Rythu 
Mungitlo" programme, will 
run from June 23 to 30 across 
Rythu Vedikas in the dis-
trict. It offers farmers access 
to quality crop seeds, pulses, 
oilseeds, and vegetable vari-
eties. Nano Urea and Nano 
DAP fertilizers are also 
being displayed to promote 
modern agricultural prac-
tices. The Collector urged 

balanced fertilizer use to 
protect soil health.

Special arrangements 
through Primary 
Agricultural Cooperative 
Societies (PACS) will make 
fertilizers available at vil-
lage-level Rythu Vedikas, 
saving farmers time and 
transport costs.

The Collector also 
unveiled a horticulture 
handbook on modern culti-
vation practices and disease 
management for vegetable 
crops. Agriculture and horti-
culture officials, along with 
other district officers, par-
ticipated in the event.

Palakurthy, June 23, 
TSIT :  Palakurthy  MLA 
Yashaswini Reddy par-
ticipated in Durgamma 
New Bodrai idol inaugu-
ration ceremony orga-
nized in Surya Thanda 
village of Rayaparthi 
mandal.On this occasion, 
special pooja was per-
formed to the Goddess 
and the idol of Bodrai. 

All the people of the vil-
lage prayed for happiness 
and good health.Later, 
MLA Yashaswini Reddy, 
who participated in the 
programme along with 
the village elders, devo-

tees and local people, 
stated that such pro-
grammes that create a 
spiritual atmosphere in 
the villages will enhance 
social unity.

The MLA attended the 
programme on the invita-
tion of the people of the 
village and other public 
representatives and the 
organizers gave a warm 
welcome and honored 
her.  A large number of 
public representatives, 
village elders, party lead-
ers, activists and devo-
tees participated in this 
programme.

MLA Yashaswini Reddy participated in the 
inauguration of Durgamma new Bodrai ido

Mahabubnagar : District 
Collector Khushboo Gupta 
has directed Booth Level 
Officers (BLOs) to conduct 
the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls, which is scheduled to 
commence on June 25, in a 
transparent manner with-
out any errors or short-
comings.

The Collector participat-
ed in a training pro-
gramme for BLOs held at 
the Hanwada Tahsildar 
Office on Tuesday and pro-
vided detailed guidelines. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
she said that every BLO 
should visit each house-
hold under their assigned 
polling station jurisdiction 
from June 25 to July 24, 
distribute enumeration 

forms to voters, and collect 
the required details.

She instructed that a 
recent photograph of the 
voter must be affixed to 
each form. The Collector 
emphasized that voter 
details should be recorded 
accurately and that voter 

mapping should also be 
completed properly. She 
directed officials to com-
pare the 2002 electoral roll 
with the 2025 electoral roll 
and verify all details. Any 
discrepancies identified 
should be supported with 
relevant documents, 

uploaded online, and cor-
rected accordingly.

Referring to notices gen-
erated online due to mis-
matches between old and 
new voter lists, she 
instructed BLOs to 
promptly serve such notic-
es to the concerned voters, 
collect the necessary docu-
ments, and update the 
records. She stressed that 
the names of deceased vot-
ers or those who have per-
manently shifted should 
be deleted only after issu-
ing notices and strictly fol-
lowing the guidelines of 
the Election Commission 
of India. She further stated 
that every effort should be 
made to ensure that no eli-
gible voter loses the right 
to vote.

SIR Voter List Revision Should Be Conducted Without 
Errors: Collector Khushboo GuptaMANCHERIAL, June 23, 

TSIT :  BRS State leader 
Nadipelli Vijith Kumar on 
Tuesday alleged that 
municipal authorities, 
with the support of police 
and at the instance of 
Mancherial MLA Prem 
Sagar Rao, had demolished 
sheds of small traders 
operating in the bus stand 
and market areas of 
Mancherial town.

After visiting the affect-
ed locations and interact-
ing with traders, Mr. 
Vijith Kumar criticised 
the demolition drive, stat-
ing that it had adversely 
impacted the livelihoods of 
several petty vendors. He 
said the action came at a 
time when business activ-
ity was expected to 
improve following the 
reopening of schools, forc-

ing traders who had 
invested heavily in stock 
and infrastructure into 
uncertainty. The BRS lead-
er alleged that the State 
government and local 
authorities were neglect-
ing the welfare of small 
traders and demanded that 
the district administration 
provide adequate compen-
sation and identify alter-
native sites for the dis-
placed vendors.

BRS leader alleges harassment of 
small traders in manchirial .

Hyderabad: Telangana has 
unveiled plans for Bharat 
Future City, an ambitious 
world-class urban ecosystem 
spread across nearly 30,000 
acres south of 
H y d e r a b a d . 
Conceived as a 
future-ready hub for 
A r t i f i c i a l 
Intelligence, Life 
Sciences, FinTech, 
Semiconductors, 
advanced manufac-
turing, healthcare, 
and education, the 
project aims to posi-
tion the state as a 
global innovation 
destination.  

S t r a t e g i c a l l y 
located between the 
Srisailam and Nagarjuna 
Sagar highways, close to the 
Rajiv Gandhi International 
Airport, the city is expected to 
ease developmental pressures 
on western Hyderabad while 
unlocking growth across 

emerging regions.  
Chief Minister Anumula 

Revanth Reddy has champi-
oned the initiative as a flagship 
pillar of Telangana's long-term 

vision. The project 
also emphasizes 
sustainability, with 
plans for a Net-Zero, 
pollution-free smart 
city powered by 
renewable energy 
and green transpor-
tation.   While chal-
lenges such as land 
acquisition, finan-
cial viability, and 
governance remain, 
the project repre-
sents a bold step 
toward balanced 
regional develop-

ment. If executed effectively, 
Bharat Future City could set a 
new benchmark for urban 
planning in India—combining 
economic growth, innovation, 
and environmental responsi-
bility.

Bharat Future City: Telangana's 
vision for India's next growth engine  

Padma Shri for Telugu icons 
Rajendra Prasad and Murali Mohan

Hyderabad (TSIT): Celebrated Telugu 
actor Dr. Rajendra Prasad and veteran 
actor-producer Maganti Murali Mohan 
have been conferred the Padma Shri, one 
of India's highest civilian honours, by the 
President of India in recognition of their 
outstanding contributions to Indian cine-
ma and the performing arts.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, born in Krishna 
district, began his cinematic journey in 
1977 and has acted in nearly 300 films. 
Known for his impeccable comic timing 
and versatility, he earned the affectionate 
title "Natakireeti" (The Crown Jewel of 
Acting) for his memorable performances 
in classics like Aha Naa Pellanta, Ladies 
Tailor, and Aa Naluguru. He also proved 
his mettle in emotionally rich roles and 
the English-language film Quick Gun 
Murugan. Murali Mohan, born in West 
Godavari district, made his debut in 1973 
and acted in nearly 350 films, earning 
three Nandi Awards. Beyond cinema, he 
became a successful entrepreneur and 
served as a Member of Parliament from 
Rajahmundry. The Telugu community 
worldwide extends heartfelt congratula-
tions to both legends, whose inspiring 
journeys continue to motivate genera-
tions of artists and cine lovers.

Wanaparthy (TSIT) 
Wanaparthy District 
Collector Adarsh Surabhi 
has urged citizens to active-
ly participate in the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) 
program, scheduled from 
June 25 to October 30, aimed 
at preparing a clean and 
transparent voter list.

Speaking at a press con-
ference, the Collector said 
the initiative will remove 
names of deceased persons, 
duplicate entries, and ineli-
gible voters. With 2,75,570 
voters and 316 polling sta-
tions in Wanaparthy con-
stituency, Booth Level 
Officers (BLOs) will conduct 
door-to-door enumeration 
from June 25, distributing 
forms to every voter. 
Around 82 percent of voter 
mapping has already been 
completed.

Booth Level Agents 
appointed by political par-
ties will coordinate with 
officials during the process. 

The draft voter list will be 
published on July 31, with 
objections accepted until 
August 30. Final resolution 
will be completed by 
September 28, and the final 
list released on October 1. 
The Collector warned that 
registering as a voter in 
more than one constituency 
is a legal offense, and false 
information will invite legal 
action. He said 316 BLOs 
have been trained, and 
urged all eligible voters to 
verify their details and 
cooperate. Additional 
Collector Vinod Kumar and 
other officials attended the 
press meet.

Widespread awareness of SIR process 
essential, says Wanaparthy Collector

MLA Dr. Kuchukulla 
Rajesh Reddy Promotes 
Blood Donation Through 
Birthday Initiative

The South India Times 
Nagarkurnool: A Mega 
Blood Donation Camp 
was inaugurated by 
Nagarkurnool MLA Dr. 
Kuchukulla Rajesh 
Reddy at the MLA Camp 
Office as part of celebra-
tions marking his birth-
day.Speaking on the 
occasion, the MLA said 
that blood donation is 
one of the most valuable 
humanitarian services 
and that donated blood 
can help save lives dur-
ing medical emergen-
cies. He encouraged peo-
ple to voluntarily partic-
ipate in blood donation 
drives and contribute 
towards social welfare.
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Karnataka

Prioritize Environmental Protection Over Urbanization in Kodagu 
and Malnad: Kodagu & Cauvery Protection Forum

Bengaluru : The Kodagu 
and Cauvery Protection 
Forum has urged the gov-
ernment to prioritize envi-
ronmental conservation in 
Kodagu and the Malnad 
region by curbing 
unchecked urbanization, 
regulating tourism, and 
withdrawing environmen-
tally harmful development 
projects.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Forum Convenor 
Retd. Colonel C.P. 
Muthanna expressed con-
cern over the gradual ero-
sion of Kodava culture, eco-
logical balance, and the 
unique identity of the 
region. He called for a 
review of the decision to 
upgrade Ponnampet into a 
Town Panchayat and 
demanded the withdrawal 
of the 94-acre housing proj-
ect proposed by the 
Karnataka Housing Board 
in K. Nidugane Gram 
Panchayat, stating that 
such projects would place 
additional pressure on the 

fragile ecosystem.
Colonel Muthanna 

emphasized the need for 
stronger land protection 
laws in Kodagu and 
Malnad. He proposed 
restrictions on land pur-
chases by non-local resi-
dents and suggested that 
only Jamma landholders 
and recognized local com-
munities should be permit-
ted to purchase land in the 
region. Drawing compari-

sons with states such as 
Mizoram and Nagaland, he 
urged the government to 
amend land revenue laws 
to safeguard local commu-
nities and prevent indis-
criminate land acquisition 
by outsiders.

Highlighting the ecologi-
cal strain on Kodagu, 
Muthanna noted that while 
the district has a popula-
tion of around six lakh peo-
ple, it receives nearly forty 

lakh tourists annually. He 
called for strict regulation 
of tourism activities, 
including action against 
unauthorized resorts and 
homestays, and the intro-
duction of a sustainable 
tourism policy to protect 
the district’s carrying 
capacity.The Forum also 
demanded measures to pro-
vide greater economic secu-
rity for local residents and 
address the growing issue 

of human-wildlife conflict. 
It reiterated its opposition 
to the proposed Mysuru–
Kushalnagar Railway 
Project, describing it as 
environmentally destruc-
tive and potentially damag-
ing to Kodagu’s fragile ecol-
ogy. Further, the Forum 
called for a ban on polluting 
industries and large-scale 
industrial establishments 
in the district, while urging 
the government to strength-
en electricity supply and 
essential infrastructure 
without compromising 
environmental sustainabil-
ity.The organization 
stressed the importance of 
the welfare and develop-
ment of tribal communities 
in Kodagu. It urged the gov-
ernment to improve health-
care services and provide 
employment opportunities 
for tribal youth in the 
Forest Department, includ-
ing positions such as for-
est guards, fire watchers, 
and other conservation-
related roles.

Centurion Nikin Jose, Karun Nair power Coastal 
Kings Mangaluru to emphatic win

Mysuru : Nikin Jose struck 
the first century of the fifth 
edition of DACSS Maharaja 
Trophy KSCA T20, smashing 
an unbeaten 100 off just 47 
balls, as Coastal Kings 
Mangaluru cruised to an 
eight-wicket victory over 
Gulbarga Mystics on Monday.

Jose fittingly brought up his 
century with back-to-back 
sixes off the final two deliver-
ies of the chase as Coastal 
Kings overhauled the 178-run 
target with 21 balls to spare.

The victory was Coastal 
Kings' first of the tournament 
after their opening fixture 
against Hubli Tigers was 
washed out, while Gulbarga 
Mystics slipped to their sec-
ond consecutive defeat.

Chasing 178, Coastal Kings 
lost Muralidhara Venkatesh 
early but never looked under 
pressure thereafter as Jose 

and captain Karun Nair 
stitched together a match-win-
ning 96-run partnership off 
just 52 deliveries.

Nair was elegance personi-
fied, combining fluent stroke-
play with calm leadership in a 

polished 56 off 36 balls, stud-
ded with six fours and three 
sixes. Jose complemented him 
perfectly, pacing his innings 
before accelerating in the lat-
ter half. The only moment of 
concern came in the 12th over 
when Nair was run out follow-
ing a mix-up while attempting 
a second run. Having slipped 
midway, the experienced bat-
ter accepted his fate and 
walked back, leaving Coastal 
Kings at 108 for two.

Jose, however, remained 
unbeaten till the end, finish-
ing with a sensational 100 not 
out that included seven fours 
and eight sixes. His century, 
the tournament's first this sea-
son, sealed a comprehensive 
victory in style. Aaditya Nair 
claimed the lone wicket to fall.

Earlier, Gulbarga Mystics 
posted 177 all out in 19.5 overs 
after recovering from a shaky 

start through a spirited coun-
terattack led by captain 
Manish Pandey.

The Mystics struggled ini-
tially on a surface that offered 
little freedom for strokeplay. 
Prakhar Chaturvedi (25) and 
Thippa Reddy (25) added 24 
runs for the third wicket 
before both fell in quick suc-
cession, while the dismissal of 
Macneil Noronha left the side 
reeling at 94 for five.

Pandey then steadied the 
innings alongside Dhruv 
Prabhakar, adding a brisk 61 
runs for the seventh wicket in 
just 31 balls. Pandey dominat-
ed the partnership with clean 
hitting, bringing up a 24-ball 
half-century before finishing 
with an entertaining 70 off 34 
deliveries, featuring seven 
fours and three sixes. 
Prabhakar contributed a use-
ful 22 off 14 balls.

Calligo Technologies and OGIS-RI, Japan Forge Strategic Partnership for Vision-AI Innovation
Bengaluru : In a land-

mark move to advance 
Vision-AI solutions in India 
and Japan, Calligo 
Technologies announced a 
strategic collaboration with 
OGIS-RI, Japan. The part-
nership integrates Calligo’s 
advanced CIS2 Technology 
with OGIS-RI’s 
MessagePub+ framework, 
creating a unified OneM2M-
compliant platform for 
smart multiple Vision-AI 
deployments.

Unified IoT Architecture 
for Vision-AI

collaboration combines 
Calligo’s CIS2 Edge-AI 
vision systems with 
MessagePub+, a light-
weight OneM2M-compliant 
messaging subset designed 
for resource-constrained 
environments. Following 
successful integration and 
validation, the unified CIS2 

+ MessagePub+ solution 
will enable advanced vision 
capabilities for quality con-
trol, defect detection, and 
real-time process monitor-
ing.

“We plan to leverage our 
industry connections to 
actively promote Calligo’s 
TUNGA2.0 silicon—a com-
prehensive RISC-V based 
SoC designed for AI and 
high-performance work-
loads—as a complete end-to-
end offering for customers. 
This integrated solution 
represents the future of 
Industrial IoT, combining 
real-time visual intelligence 
with standardized machine-
to-machine communica-
tion,” said Jun Funamori, 
General Manager, Core 
Technology Dept., 
Technology Innovation 
Division, OGIS-RI. OneM2M 
is the international stan-

dard for Machine-to-
Machine data transfer. 
Indian government, espe-
cially Department of 
Telecommunication is stan-
dardizing this for the Indian 
eco system.

CIS2 - Calligo Intelligent 
Surveillance System

The partnership is aimed 
at two large and strategical-
ly important industrial digi-
tization markets. India’s 

machine vision market was 
valued at USD 592.2 million 
in 2024 and is projected to 
reach USD 1,023.2 million 
by 2033, reflecting strong 
demand for AI-led factory 
automation, inspection, and 
quality assurance. In Japan, 
the industrial IoT market 
reached USD 7.56 billion in 
2025 and is forecast to 
expand to USD 16.60 billion 
by 2034, driven by automa-

tion, operational efficiency, 
and smart manufacturing 
adoption across advanced 
industrial sectors. Together, 
these trends create a strong 
commercial backdrop for 
scalable Vision-AI systems 
that combine edge intelli-
gence with standards-based 
interoperability.

India & Japan Market 
Expansion Strategy

Calligo Technologies will 
work closely with OGIS-RI to 
define a broader implementa-
tion roadmap and secure strate-
gic approval for rollout in the 
Indian market, accelerating 
adoption across OGIS-RI’s vast 
manufacturing network. The 
opportunity is driven by India’s 
rapidly digitizing manufactur-
ing sector adding 30,000+ auto-
mated inspection points annu-
ally, the global AI-enabled 
inspection market growing at 
12–15% CAGR alongside green-

field smart-factory deploy-
ments under India’s PLI 
schemes, and the rise of Edge-
AI-driven M2M communica-
tion layers where MessagePub+ 
can become the default messag-
ing backbone. In parallel, 
Japan’s premium manufactur-
ing ecosystem increasingly pre-
fers OneM2M-compliant solu-
tions for multi-site deploy-
ments, creating a strong path-
way for Calligo to scale CIS2 
across automotive, electronics, 
industrial machinery, and 
energy sectors where reliabili-
ty and precision directly impact 
production quality and opera-
tional efficiency. The integrat-
ed CIS2 + MessagePub+ solu-
tion also directly supports 
Industry 4.0 adoption by 
enabling real-time visual data 
from high-resolution industrial 
cameras, standardized IoT mes-
saging compliant with global 
OneM2M specifications.

Mysuru : Gulbarga Mystics 
scored their maiden victory 
on Tuesday trouncing 
Shivamogga Yodhas by 95 
runs in the DACSS Maharaja 
Trophy KSCA T20 tourna-
ment. A turbo charged bat-
ting display in the powerplay 
during which the Mystics 
smashed 93 runs, and a heroic 
all-round performance by 
Kranthi Kumar (31 of 22, 2/8) 
did the magic for Gulbarga 
who posted a challenging 
232/8. Gautam Mishra (3/34) 
and Ronit More (2/7) also 
shone with the ball as 
Gulbarga restricted 
Shivamogga to 137.

To complete an outstand-
ing day, Kranthi Kumar 
returned to claim two deci-
sive wickets for just eight 
runs in three overs to put 
Gulbarga on the highway to a 

comfortable victory.
Kumar first dismissed 

Harshil Dharmani (23 off 17) 
of the last ball of his first over 
and then got rid of captain 

Smaran Ravichandran (23 off 
23) of the first ball of his next 
to effectively end 
Shivamogga’s ambitions of 
pulling off a high-scoring 
chase. For Shivamogga 
Yodhas, opener Luvnith 
Sisodia’s (30 off 14) early burst 
hardly mattered as the line-
up could not cope with the 
mounting pressure. The 
match eventually petered out 
into a one-sided contest. It 
was Shivamogga’s second 
defeat in three matches. 
Earlier, put into bat first, 
Gulbarga opener Lochan 
Gowda (47 off 21) and No.3 
Prakhar Chaturvedi (45 off 19) 
set the early tempo with some 
aggressive strokes and once 
in the saddle they stepped up 
the pace to such an extent 
that a 300-run target was pos-
sible. 

Gulbarga Mystics register dominant 95-run 
victory against the Shivamogga Yodhas

Kumaraswamy rejects CM’s invite 
over Bidadi township debate

Bengaluru, June 23 :  
The political battle over 
the proposed Greater 
Bengaluru Integrated 
Township (GBIT), popu-
larly known as the Bidadi 
AI Township, intensified 
on Tuesday as union 
Minister and JD(S) lead-
er H D Kumaraswamy 
rejected Karnataka Chief 
Minister D K 
Shivakumar’s invitation 
for a closed-door discus-
sion at Vidhana Soudha 
and instead challenged 
him to hold talks in the 
protest-hit Bidadi region 
in the presence of affect-
ed farmers.

The exchange followed 
Shivakumar’s letter 
inviting Kumaraswamy 
and a team of five repre-

sentatives to attend a 
meeting at his office on 
June 26 to discuss the 
township project, which 
the Chief Minister said 
had its origins during 
Kumaraswamy’s tenure 
as Chief Minister.

Responding hours 
later, Kumaraswamy 
declined the invitation, 

arguing that any mean-
ingful discussion on the 
contentious project 
should involve farmers 
and other stakeholders 
whose lands and liveli-
hoods are at stake.

He proposed that the 
meeting be held in Bidadi 
or nearby Bairamangala, 
where protests against 

the project have been 
ongoing, and suggested 
June 27 as an alternative 
date due to prior commit-
ments.

Kumaraswamy also 
urged the state govern-
ment to allow affected 
residents, including 
women engaged in dairy 
and animal husbandry 
activities as well as small 
business owners, to 
directly present their 
concerns before the 
administration.

The union Minister 
accused the Congress 
government of adopting 
a contradictory stand on 
the township project and 
released Assembly 
records from 2006, claim-
ing that senior Congress 

leaders, including for-
mer Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and 
Shivakumar, had 
opposed his earlier pro-
posal to establish town-
ships at multiple loca-
tions across Karnataka.

“I withdrew the pro-
posal in August 2007 to 
protect farmers’ inter-
ests. I have had no role in 
the present project since 
then,” Kumaraswamy 
said.

Dismissing attempts to 
link him to the ongoing 
land acquisition exer-
cise, he noted that the 
preliminary notification 
for acquisition was 
issued on March 12, 2025, 
and the final notification 
on June 10, 2026.

Atmanirbharta in Defence 
Manufacturing: Stakeholder 

Workshop Held Under 
Karnataka's Leadership

Bengaluru: A major stake-
holder workshop under the 
national initiative, 
‘Atmanirbharta in Defence 
Manufacturing’, aimed at 
reducing import dependence 
and strengthening indige-
nous defence production, was 
held at Khanija Bhavan here 
on Tuesday.

The workshop brought 
together senior officials and 
representatives from the 
Ministry of Defence and the 
Ministry of Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship, 
Government of India; the 
Karnataka Government's 
Electronics, IT/BT and 
Science & Technology 
Department and Commerce 
& Industries Department; 
Defence PSUs such as HAL, 
BDL, BEML and MIDHANI; 
as well as leading defence 
industry players, MSMEs, 
startups and ecosystem part-
ners.Inaugurating the work-
shop, Dr N. Manjula, 
Secretary, Electronics, IT/BT 
and Science & Technology 
Department, said the initia-
tive seeks to make India self-
reliant in defence manufac-
turing. She noted that 
Karnataka, being a leader in 
the aerospace and defence 
sectors, has been entrusted 
with the responsibility of 
leading policy formulation 
under the national consulta-
tion process. “We will assess 
the existing ecosystem, con-

solidate stakeholder inputs 
and prepare a comprehen-
sive set of recommendations. 
Similar consultations will 
also be held across the coun-
try,” she said.

She added that the work-
shop was designed to engage 
stakeholders across six criti-
cal areas, including policy 
and governance, industrial 
infrastructure, testing and 
certification, MSME and 
startup participation, skill 
development, market access 
and defence exports, with the 
objective of identifying chal-
lenges and developing practi-
cal solutions to strengthen 
the defence manufacturing 
ecosystem.

The six thematic groups 
were led by Hind High 
Vacuum, AIA, dhaRti 
Foundation and IISc, New 
Space Research, IIT 
Dharawada and Merlinhawk. 
Discussions focused on rec-
ommendations such as for-
mulating a long-term 
Aerospace and Defence 
Policy aligned with 
Karnataka's strengths, estab-
lishing a dedicated Aerospace 
and Defence Facilitation Cell 
with a single-window mecha-
nism, developing defence 
manufacturing clusters and 
common facilities, creating a 
Karnataka Defence Testing 
and Certification Network, 
strengthening MSMEs and 
startups.

Zameer Ahmed 
Khan condoles the 
demise of Qazi 
Al-Haj Twakha 
Ahmed Musliyar

Punarjanmaa 
charitable Trust 
received Mahatma 
Gandhi Excellence 
Service Award 

Bengaluru: Punarjanmaa 
charitable Trust has 
received the Mahatma 
Gandhi Excellence 
Service Award 2026 by 
JIVRAN Foundation.
President R. Parameshwar 
has stated that, This 
achievement belongs to all 
our supporters and 
Punarjanmaa team.

Bengaluru: Former Minister 
Zameer Ahmed Khan has 
expressed deep condolences 
on the demise of Al-Haj 
Twakha Ahmed Musliyar, a 
prominent Qazi and religious 
leader of Dakshina Kannada 
district.Al-Haj Twakha 
Ahmed Musliyar, who dedi-
cated his entire life to reli-
gious awareness, education 
and social service, guided 
thousands of people. His 
departure is an irreparable 
loss not only to the Muslim 
community but also to the 
society. Zameer Ahmed Khan 
has prayed that God will give 
his family and followers the 
strength to bear the grief and 
may the departed soul rest in 
peace.

KPCC President B. K. Hariprasad paid a courtesy visit to the 
residence of Zameer Ahmed Khan and held discussions. 
Housing Board President Shivalinge Gowda was present.

BJP to submit cross-
voting report to National 
President Nitin Nabin

Bengaluru/New Delhi:  
Karnataka BJP President 
Vijayendra Yediyurappa on 
Tuesday said the party will 
submit a detailed report to its 
national leadership on 
alleged cross-voting and vio-
lation of the party whip by 
some BJP legislators during 
the recent Karnataka 
Legislative Council elections.
Speaking to reporters in New 
Delhi, Vijayendra said he, 
along with Leader of the 
Opposition R Ashoka, MLC 
Ravi Kumar and other party 
leaders, would meet BJP 
National President Nitin 
Nabin and brief him on the 
developments surrounding 
the June 18 Council polls.
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Edit

On Sunday, the world woke up to the news that Iran
and the US had finally agreed to a Memorandum of
Understanding "on ending the war that Israel and US
had waged on Iran". The announcement was made by
Pakistan's Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif. The docu-
ment has been titled the 'Islamabad Memorandum of
Understanding'. On Thursday, it was once again
Sharif who announced that the deal had been elec-
tronically signed by the presidents of the United
States and Iran, with his endorsement as mediator.
He said the agreement takes immediate effect - Iran
would reopen the Strait of Hormuz and the US would
lift its naval blockade (though on Saturday, Iran
closed the strait again after Israel attacked Hezbollah
in Lebanon). Sharif also thanked the leaders of Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Egypt for their support in
reaching this agreement, which has been welcomed
by much of the world. Pakistan's efforts are being
lauded in global capitals. Oil prices have dropped,
markets have surged.
This must be the finest hour in Pakistan's diplomacy,
far more significant when it brokered a breakthrough
between the US and China in 1979. The Iran war had
majorly and negatively affected countries around the
world, and a breakthrough has caused a huge global
sigh of relief. Even if, for some untoward reason, the
peace deal set to be negotiated over the next two
months fails, Pakistan will have put its imprint on
mediating the end of this conflict and made its mark
as a mediator, an important diplomatic achievement.
India has been one of the worst hit countries by the
war and is understandably relieved by the detente. In
France, Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcomed the
MoU, without mentioning Pakistan. Coming within a
year of the Pahalgam attacks and Operation Sindoor,
Pakistan's elevated diplomatic position is not what
India would have imagined or wished for. This clari-
fies a sad truth - it is impossible, at least in the cur-
rent geopolitical scenario, to isolate Pakistan diplo-
matically. Because, Pakistan has some inherent
strengths and weaknesses, both of which it leverages.
A Large Muslim Population
First, the size. Pakistan is the fifth-most populous
country, with a population of over 241.5 million and
the world's first modern Muslim state. Used to a secu-
lar polity, we in India often undermine the role of
religion in international affairs. It is futile to ignore
the fact that Islam provides Pakistan the soft power
that cements its place in the larger Muslim world.
Moreover, it has the second-largest Muslim popula-
tion, which gives it leverage - the kind most vividly
demonstrated during the Afghan jihad, when it
became the frontline Muslim state fighting the com-
munists. Such a large population also gives it visibili-
ty in states like the Gulf countries, where large expa-
triate Pakistani communities live and work. An over-
all population of 241 million also creates a large con-
sumer market that countries do not want to forfeit.
Next is Pakistan's military. Pakistan has the world's
seventh-largest standing army. 

China has carried out the
most sweeping university
overhaul in the past five
years. It has eliminated
12,200 undergraduate pro-
grammes and introduced
10,200 new ones. The
changes touched more than
30 per cent of all Chinese
university courses. The
discontinued programmes
share a common thread:
arts, humanities, foreign
languages, general man-
agement. Fields Beijing
believes will have no
demand in the future econ-
omy. The replacements are
mostly in artificial intelli-
gence, robotics, advanced
computing, and quantum
technologies. Top Chinese
universities now offer
degrees in embodied intel-
ligence, the science of how
AI interacts with the physi-
cal world. For children as
young as six, algorithm lit-
eracy is now taught along-
side reading and arith-
metic. We in India need to
sit with this news for a
moment. The disruption in
jobs and economic value is
no longer speculative. AI,
machine learning, robot-
ics, and quantum comput-
ing are already restructur-
ing industries, compress-
ing skill cycles, and
redrawing the map of what
human labour is worth.
India's own Economic
Survey 2024-25 acknowl-
edged the double edge: AI
will automate economical-
ly valuable tasks at scale,
and the workers most
exposed are those in the
middle and lower wage
brackets. Precisely the
cohort that the university
system is meant to uplift.
The challenge India faces is
not simply unemployment.
It is something more corro-
sive: mass unproductivity.
A structural mismatch
between what tens of mil-
lions of young Indians are
trained to do and what a
rapidly evolving economy

will pay them to do. The
World Economic Forum
estimates that 63% of
India's workforce will
require significant
upskilling and reskilling
by 2030 to adapt to AI and
advanced automation. The
demographic dividend
India prizes so highly is not
a guaranteed asset. Handed
to an underprepared work-
force, it becomes a liability.
History has already run
this experiment. India rode
the IT wave of the 1990s
because it had a critical
mass of English-speaking
engineering talent when
the world needed it. It
became pharmacy to the
world because health sci-
ences had been quietly nur-
tured over decades. Every
economic wave India has
successfully caught was
preceded, years earlier, by
an education system that
produced the right skills at
the right moment. The AI

wave is cresting now.
China has done this at a far
bigger scale. In 1985, under
Deng Xiaoping's Four
Modernizations, Beijing
restructured its education
system around a single
purpose: industrialisation.
Vocational enrolment
surged from 5 per cent in
1978 to 36 per cent by 1985,
redirecting large numbers
of high school students into
technical training.
University admissions
were state-directed to pro-
duce engineers, scientists,
and technicians. The facto-
ry of the world that swept
global markets in the 1990s
was not built in Shenzhen.
It was built in Chinese
classrooms a decade earli-
er. In 1991, when India
launched its own economic
reforms, the two countries
were roughly comparable
in GDP and per capita
income. Today, India is a
$4.1 trillion economy.

China is $19 trillion, nearly
five times larger. That
divergence was partly engi-
neered through a long-term
bet on human capital.
China is making a similar
bet again. In 2024, its gross
R&D spending reached $785
billion, positioning it at the
forefront of global innova-
tion investment. That is
more than ten times India's
total outlay.”

Meanwhile, India's R&D
spending has remained
anchored at less than 1 per
cent of GDP. This column
is not an exercise in self-
flagellation. The IITs and
IIMs have produced world-
class talent. India's space
programme is a genuine
point of national pride. The
National Education Policy
of 2020 is a serious docu-
ment. Its emphasis on mul-
tidisciplinarity, computa-
tional thinking, and early
technology exposure
reflects real intent. India

plans to roll out an AI cur-
riculum across all schools
from Grade 3 beginning
2027. The government has
announced a Centre of
Excellence in AI for
Education. But a frame-
work is not real-world
transformation. Intent is
not implementation. The
NEP's ambitions are being
tested against a baseline
that, in large parts of the
country, is still fighting for
basic literacy. 
Introducing algorithm lit-
eracy where reading litera-
cy is absent is a Himalayan
task. The private sector
deserves scrutiny here.
India's private universities
and schools have expanded
aggressively for two
decades on the promise of
employability. How many
have genuinely restruc-
tured their programmes
for the AI era, not merely
rebranded them? How
many are still offering the

same outdated engineering
syllabi, the same general
management degrees,
dressed in new prospectus
language? Regulatory and
accreditation bodies must
ask harder questions.
Autonomy should be a
privilege earned through
demonstrated relevance.
What India needs is a gen-
uine convergence of policy-
makers, industry, research
institutions, and academia,
operating at a speed this
sector has never attempted.
Industry must stop being a
passive consumer of educa-
tional output and become
an active co-designer of it.
The gap between what
engineering colleges teach
and what technology com-
panies need has been a
challenge for decades. In
the AI era, it becomes dan-
gerous. Policymakers must
match ambition with
action. China's current
reforms are backed by a
planned $300 billion com-
mitment to AI infrastruc-
ture and a mechanism to
track how AI creates and
displaces jobs in real time,
so that education policy
can respond dynamically,
not retrospectively. India
needs an equivalent instru-
ment suiting our domestic
realities and economic
planning.  The decisions
made now on curriculum,
R&D investment, and the
rationalisation of what we
teach and why, will deter-
mine whether India partic-
ipates in the AI economy as
an innovator or as a vendor
of cheap labour with an
expensive degree. China
made its education bet in
1985 and collected its divi-
dend for thirty years. It is
placing its next bet right
now, with a clarity of pur-
pose. The question for
India is not whether it has
noticed. It is whether it has
the institutional will to act
at the required scale and
the required speed.

I was seventeen the night I
left Kashmir. It was January
19, 1990. That night every-
thing changed for us. The
loudspeakers began blaring
slogans against Kashmiri
Pandits. Overnight, the place
we had always called home
no longer felt like home.
Families who had lived in
the Valley for generations
suddenly found themselves
confronting questions they
had never imagined they
would have to ask. Could we
stay? Were we safe? What
came next? In the days that
followed, people began leav-
ing quietly. Neighbours dis-
appeared. Relatives left. One
family would go, then anoth-
er. Soon it was our turn.
There was no time to grieve
the house, or the streets, or
the only life I had ever
known. There was only the
decision that Pandit family
after Pandit family was mak-
ing in those days: leave now,
while you still can. My father
woke me at three in the
morning. I can still feel that
hand on my shoulder in the
cold. He did not explain
much. There was nothing to
explain that we both did not
already know. He put me on
his scooter and drove me out
through the empty, curfewed
streets. No sound but the
engine and our own breath-
ing. His government curfew
pass was the only reason we
could move at all. I held on to
him in the dark, and some-
where on that ride I under-
stood, without either of us
saying it, that I did not know
when I would see him
again.He took me to the bus
stand at Lal Chowk. Two

buses were leaving Kashmir
that morning, and an entire
community was trying to
fold its whole life onto them.
The only one I could take was
a KMD bus, already packed.
There was no seat for me
anywhere inside. So I
climbed up and sat on the
bonnet at the front, the metal
cover over the engine. It was
the dead of a Kashmiri win-
ter and my face was numb
with cold. But the bonnet
was hot. The engine ran
beneath it the whole way
down, and the heat came up
through the metal and
through my clothes, until I
was freezing and burning at
the same time. My father
handed me over to the driv-
er, asked him to take care of
me, and let go. Then I was
moving. Alone. Many of you
reading this know that night
without me describing it.
You have your own version.
A different bus, a different
house, a different hand let go
of in the dark. We do not
need to compare notes. The

cold is the same cold. We
carry it in the same place.
What I want to write about is
not the leaving. We have
grieved the leaving for thir-
ty-six years, and we are enti-
tled to. I want to write about
what came after, because
that is the part I think we
have been too modest about.
We came down to Jammu in
numbers no city could have
been fully prepared for. We
arrived faster than homes
could be found and faster
than supplies could be organ-
ised. Yet Jammu opened its
doors. I have never forgotten
that. A city was asked to
absorb a flood of frightened
strangers almost overnight,
and most of its people met us
with warmth, sharing what
little there was even as our
own numbers strained it
past breaking. When you
have lost everything, you do
not forget who made room
for you. My parents and my
family live in Jammu to this
day. It became home in the
truest sense, and a part of

me will always belong to it.
It was not all gentle, and I
would be dishonest to my
own people if I pretended it
was. When supplies run
short, some will profiteer.
That is true in every place,
and it was true there too.
There were also fringe voic-
es that taunted us, asking
why Kashmiri Pandits had
not stayed back and fought.
Those words cut in a way
the cold never could. But
fringe elements exist in
every society, and they were
never the face of Jammu.
The face of Jammu was the
family that quietly made
space for six other families
in its own home. 
We paid for our survival in
small daily losses of digni-
ty, and we paid them with-
out complaint. Put that
many people into one or
two rooms and the hardest
thing is not sleeping. It is
privacy. The makeshift
bathrooms were often little
more than tarpaulin
stretched over a frame. 

India's cities are growing
rapidly. From metropolises
to medium and small towns,
the pace of urbanization is
unprecedented. Millions of
people are migrating to cities
every year in search of eco-
nomic growth, employment
opportunities, and better
amenities. But amid this
rapid urban expansion, a
fundamental question often
remains neglected—are our
cities walkable for their citi-
zens? Are roads only for
vehicles or for humans as
well? Recently, the judiciary
has made significant obser-
vations, establishing the
right to walk on safe foot-
paths as a fundamental
right, linking it to the right
to life and dignity under
Article 21 of the
Constitution. This is a wel-
come constitutional boost, as
it attempts to view urban
infrastructure for the first
time not just from the per-
spective of construction and
transportation, but in the
context of civil rights and
human dignity. But the ques-
tion is, will judicial declara-
tions or legal recognition
alone truly make Indian
cities pedestrian-friendly?
The answer is negative. Real
change will come when

urban planning approaches
shift from a vehicle-centric
model to a human-centric
model, and walking is
accepted as a respectable
and primary mode of trans-
portation in society.
Walking is not a limited
activity in India. According
to various government and
independent studies, a large
number of daily journeys in
the country are made entire-
ly or partially on foot. The
poor, laborers, students,
women, the elderly, and citi-
zens with disabilities travel
the most on foot. Despite
this, pedestrians receive the
lowest priority in urban
planning. In most cities,
sidewalks either do not exist
or are so narrow, broken,
and encroached that they are
difficult to use. In many
places, sidewalks are con-
verted into parking lots,
extensions of shops, carts, or
storage for construction
materials. The most tragic
consequence of this situa-
tion is road accidents. India
ranks among the world's
leading countries in road
accident deaths. Pedestrians
account for a significant
number of these accidents.
Thousands of people lose
their lives each year due to
road crossing difficulties,
the lack of sidewalks, and
high-speed vehicles. This is
not just a transportation cri-
sis, but also a question of
public health, social justice,
and human rights. Article 21
of the Constitution guaran-
tees every person the right to
a dignified life. Over time,
the judiciary has expanded
its interpretation to include

rights such as a clean envi-
ronment, education, health,
and housing. The right to
safe pedestrian paths is an
extension of this progressive
constitutional approach.
When a citizen cannot safely
travel from their home to
school, office, hospital, or
market, their right to life and
liberty remains incomplete.
Therefore, footpaths are not
just structures of cement and
concrete, but symbols of civil
liberty and equality. Yet,
merely declaring rights is
not enough. Despite the legal
recognition of many rights
in India, serious challenges
remain in their implementa-
tion. The right to education,
the right to a clean environ-
ment, and the right to food
are examples of this.
Similarly, administrative
will, financial investment,
and institutional reforms
will be necessary to imple-
ment the right to a footpath.
The biggest problem with
Indian urban governance is
its vehicle-centric approach.
The post-independence
development model consid-
ered wide roads, flyovers,
and expressways as symbols
of modernity. The success of
cities was measured by vehi-
cle speeds and road capacity.
As a result, pedestrians,
cyclists, and public trans-
port users were marginal-
ized. The objective of urban
planning became smooth
vehicular movement rather
than public convenience.
This approach also contra-
dicts the principles of social
justice. Private car users in
India are relatively low,
while most citizens rely on

public transport, bicycles, or
walking. Despite this, a sig-
nificant portion of public
funds is spent on projects
that primarily benefit vehi-
cle owners. This increases
inequality in the distribu-
tion of resources and
impacts the mobility of poor-
er sections. The condition of
sidewalks is also gender-crit-
ical. Women, especially
working women and stu-
dents, rely heavily on safe
and well-lit pedestrian path-
ways. Poor sidewalks, inade-
quate lighting, and unsafe
public spaces limit their
mobility. Similarly, barrier-
free sidewalks are essential
for the elderly and the dis-
abled. If urban infrastruc-
ture is not designed with the
needs of these groups in
mind, cities cannot be con-
sidered inclusive. The con-
cept of human-centered
urban planning becomes
important in this context. Its
fundamental principle is
that cities should be
designed for people, not vehi-
cles. Streets are not just
transportation corridors,
but also social and public
spaces. Sidewalks, cycle
tracks, green spaces, public
transportation, and univer-
sal accessibility are key ele-
ments of this model. Many
cities around the world have
achieved remarkable suc-
cess in this direction. By pri-
oritizing pedestrians and
public transportation, sever-
al cities in Europe and Latin
America have achieved
reductions in road accidents,
control of air pollution, and
improvements in the quality
of life for citizens. 
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June 23, 2026: Godrej
Agrovet Limited, one of
India’s largest farm-to-pro-
tein platforms, has
announced a cashback offer
on its selective herbicide,
Hitweed Maxx, aimed at
encouraging cotton farmers
to adopt timely and effective
weed management prac-
tices during the critical
early stages of crop growth.
Under this initiative, farm-
ers purchasing Hitweed
Maxx can avail assured
cashback rewards, provid-
ing a direct economic bene-
fit while promoting the use
of scientifically recom-
mended crop protection
solutions. The programme
has been designed to be sim-
ple and accessible, enabling
farmers to participate
through easy-to-use touch-
points and receive rewards
directly in their bank
accounts. Hitweed Maxx is a
post-emergence selective
herbicide for cotton and is
effective against both grass-
es and broadleaf weeds. It is
recommended for applica-
tion when weeds are at the
2–3 leaf stage, using 70 ml
per pump, ensuring precise
and effective coverage.

Timely application during
this critical growth phase
helps reduce crop-weed
competition, supports bet-
ter crop establishment, and
enhances yield potential.
Commenting on the initia-
tive, Rajavelu N.K., CEO –
Crop Care Business, Godrej
Agrovet Limited, said,
“Effective weed manage-

ment at the right time is
critical to improving cotton
productivity. With this
cashback offer on Hitweed
Maxx, we aim to support
farmers not only with a
proven solution but also
with a tangible incentive
that encourages timely
adoption of recommended
agronomic practices.” The

initiative allows farmers to
participate through two
simple routes. Farmers can
either scan the QR code
available on the communi-
cation material or give a
missed call to receive a
promo code. In addition,
existing Hitweed Maxx
users may receive pre-
approved promo code mes-
sages ahead of the season.
After purchasing Hitweed
Maxx, farmers can scan the
QR code on the product bot-
tle, complete a quick verifi-
cation process, and view
their pre-approved cash-
back offer. The reward can
then be redeemed ensuring
a seamless and convenient
experience. Through this
initiative, Godrej Agrovet
aims to drive greater aware-
ness and adoption of best-in-
class weed management
practices by combining
product performance with
direct farmer incentives.
The Company endevours
supporting India’s farming
community through inno-
vative crop care solutions
and farmer-centric pro-
grammes that improve pro-
ductivity, profitability, and
overall farm outcomes.

Hyderabad: Google and Apple
restored Telegram on their
respective platforms on
Tuesday morning, June 23, as
the government’s week-long
ban on the messaging plat-
form came to an end, though a
separate order disabling the
app’s message-editing feature
remains in force until June
30. The Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) had
blocked Telegram on June 16
under Section 69A of the
Information Technology Act,
on the recommendations of
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) and the Ministry of
Home Affairs. The ban came
ahead of the NEET-UG 2026
re-examination held on June
21, after the platform was
found to be systematically
misused by cheating net-
works to circulate fabricated
question papers and fraudu-
lent content targeting exam
candidates. The original
NEET-UG 2026 examination,
held on May 3, had been can-
celled by the NTA amid wide-
spread allegations of paper
leaks and irregularities. That
matter remains under CBI
investigation. Before the ban
was imposed, government
officials had met Telegram
representatives on June 3 and
flagged these concerns. When
the platform failed to produce

adequate compliance, author-
ities moved to block it entire-
ly — along with its associated
web links and the web ver-
sion of the app. Both Google
and Apple delisted Telegram
from their respective stores
following the order. NTA
Director General Abhishek
Singh said there had been no
actual paper leak but that fab-
ricated messages circulating
on the platform were causing
serious anxiety among stu-
dents. “We had to take this
action,” he told new agency
PTI. Why the message editing
feature was disabled A paral-
lel order requiring Telegram
to disable its message-editing
feature was prompted by a

specific exploitation tactic, as
channel administrators had
been editing old posts to
insert question paper content
after an examination while
retaining the original time-
stamp, then circulating
screenshots as purported
proof of a prior leak. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the Centre in
the Delhi High Court, said
Telegram’s architecture
made it uniquely difficult to
police. A single account could
create up to 40 bots, he said,
and once a bot was blocked, it
could automatically mirror to
another. “Bots are machines;
they can further multiply,”
Mehta said, adding that law

enforcement could not trace
actual users because the plat-
form operated through the
cloud. Delhi High Court
backs the ban On June 19, the
Delhi High Court rejected
Telegram’s petition challeng-
ing the blocking order, clear-
ing the way for the ban to
remain in force through the
re-examination. Justice Tejas
Karia held that the govern-
ment had strictly followed the
procedure under Section 69A,
that the emergency nature of
the order justified the reasons
supplied, and that the restric-
tions satisfied the test of pro-
portionality. Telegram had
argued before the court that it
had proactively taken down

more than 900 links involving
unlawful NEET-related con-
tent and deployed artificial
intelligence tools to address
the problem. Justice Karia
had orally asked the Centre
during the hearing whether
the rights of 150 million users
could be curtailed because
one set of citizens was appear-
ing in an exam. Pavel Durov
hits back Telegram founder
and CEO Pavel Durov was
sharply critical, saying the
ban “punishes 150 million
ordinary Telegram users in
India, not the insiders who
leaked the exam materials,”
and claiming the leaks had
simply moved to other plat-
forms. He also alleged, with-
out citing evidence, that
Reliance — which he
described as partially owned
by Meta, WhatsApp‘s parent
company — may have lob-
bied to have Telegram
banned. The Internet
Freedom Foundation called
the government’s action “a
band-aid solution” and “a dis-
proportionate answer to
exam fraud.” The NTA said
that so far there had been no
report of any fraudulent
activity during the June 21 re-
examination. Before the ban
was imposed, government
officials had met Telegram
representatives on June 3 and
flagged concerns.

British hygiene brand
Dettol has apologised for an
advert in China that it
claims was meant to call
out sexism, but has instead
backfired. The five-minute
long advert for a multipur-
pose disinfectant, styled
like a micro drama, starts
out with a man looking for a
partner who is "clean" and
"not tainted by other men".
A plot twist comes late in
the advert when his new
girlfriend calls him out for
his misogyny and breaks
up with him. Dettol is then
presented as the solution
against "toxic men [who]
are just like bacteria". The
advert sparked an uproar
on the Chinese internet,
with some users saying it
objectifies women and oth-
ers calling for a boycott of
the brand. Dettol said the
advert, which has been
removed following the
backlash, was intended to
criticise gender stereo-
types, but that snippets of it
that later circulated online
distorted its core message.
"We recognise that it has
offended many people, espe-
cially women. We take
responsibility for any negli-
gence in creating and

reviewing the content of the
advert," Dettol said in a
statement on Monday. The
company also said it would
review its content modera-
tion processes. Dettol was
founded with a mission to
"protect the health" of fami-
lies, it said, adding: "But we
are well aware that true

protection also lies in safe-
guarding the dignity of
every individual and their
right to be treated equally."
The advert has sparked
heated discussions across
Chinese social media plat-
forms over the last few
days, with many people
angered by its attempts to

compare a person's "purity"
with the disinfecting abili-
ties of Dettol products.
"What a trashy advertise-
ment. It's left me speech-
less," a user wrote on
Weibo, China's X-like plat-
form. "What a hopeless
company. What is their sen-
ior management doing?"
read another comment. "I'm
never using Dettol again.
There are so many brands
in the market after all."
Manya Koetse, who runs
the Eye on Digital China
newsletter, described the
campaign as "quite a mess
for a brand whose entire
business revolves around
cleanliness". "Even if the
intention was to portray the
male character as being in
the wrong, the message was
conveyed so poorly that it
backfired spectacularly,"
she said. This is not the first
time Dettol, which is owned
by British consumer goods
company Reckitt, has found
itself at the centre of contro-
versy in China. It drew
backlash last year with an
advert that featured the
line: "The woman was
'returned' just before her
wedding; it must be because
she was not clean."

Pune | June 23, 2026 : Tech
Mahindra (NSE: TECHM), a
leading global provider of
technology consulting and
digital solutions to enterpris-
es across industries,
announced the expansion of
its partnership with
Telefónica Germany to build
a next-generation private
cloud platform to accelerate
cloud-native transformation
and to provide Platform-as-a-
Service (Paas) for technology
and enterprise business
growth. The multi-year
engagement will focus on
enabling a scalable, open, and
future-ready digital infra-
structure foundation to mod-
ernize telecom and enterprise
workloads. The partnership
will combine Tech
Mahindra’s end-to-end plat-
form engineering and AI-first
operations with Telefónica
Germany’s telecom infra-
structure modernization
objectives to create PaaS, lay-
ing the foundations for a full
scale private cloud. The plat-
form will work as a scalable
blueprint for open digital
infrastructure transforma-
tion at enterprise level with
building blocks of Compute,
Storage, Backup, Containers,
Graphics Processing Units
(GPU) and Ransomware
Protection as a Service. The
partnership will empower
Telefónica Germany with a
flexible cloud environment
that supports cloud-native
innovation, AI-led operations,

and long-term infrastructure
transformation. Additionally,
Telefónica Germany will be
able to accelerate infrastruc-
ture sovereignty, telco cloud
advancements, reduce
dependency on proprietary
virtualization environments,
and strengthen business-to-
business (B2B) monetization
capabilities through a unified
strategic partnership model.
Harshul Asnani, President
and Head - Europe Business,
Tech Mahindra, said, “Telcos
are looking for open, scalable,
and cloud-native infrastruc-
ture environments that sup-
port evolving digital service
demands while optimizing
operational efficiency. Our
partnership with Telefónica
Germany reflects a shared
commitment to building a
solution that combines
Automation, flexibility, and
resilience. By leveraging plat-
form engineering, cloud-
native technologies, and AI-
driven automation, we are

creating a strong foundation
for next-generation telecom
infrastructure and enabling
enterprise and business-to-
business (B2B) growth.” Tech
Mahindra will also leverage
AI-driven automation, cloud-
native orchestration, infra-
structure-as-code frame-
works, and self-service plat-
form management capabili-
ties to support the platform as
a service. The platform is
designed to enhance AI-first
automation, operational flexi-
bility and resilience while
supporting both traditional
and next-generation infra-
structure services for telecom
and enterprise businesses
across Germany. Markus
Ruwisch, Head of
Infrastructure Platforms &
Services, Telefónica
Germany, said, “This part-
nership supports our strategy
to modernize infrastructure
through a more open, flexible,
and resilient Platform-as-a-
Service architecture. 

New Delhi: On-demand
convenience platform
Swiggy Ltd on Tuesday,
June 23, said it has part-
nered with Zerodha Fund
House to enable delivery
partners to save a part of
their earnings with
investments into mutual
funds through its rider
app. Delivery partners
can save a part of their
earnings with invest-
ments into mutual funds,
starting from Rs 100, the
company said in a state-
ment.
The investment is done
directly in the Schemes of
Zerodha Fund House, and
the delivery partners can
manage investments
directly via Zerodha Fund
House’s WhatsApp chan-
nel, it added. “With this
partnership with Zerodha
Fund House, we are mak-
ing it easier for our deliv-
ery partners to invest
their earnings and, in
turn, become financially
independent as well as
invest for their future.
This is another step
towards giving every part-

ner access to financial
tools that are designed for
them,” Swiggy Senior
Vice President- Driver
and Delivery Org, Saurav
Goyal, said. Zerodha Fund
House CEO Vishal Jain
said the partnership with
Swiggy is another exam-
ple of how technology can
make investing simple
and accessible.

“For millions of gig work-
ers, building long-term
savings can be difficult
when incomes are earned
and spent in short cycles.
A Swiggy delivery partner
can now save a part of
their weekly earnings
into a mutual fund in a
few taps and withdraw it
whenever they need,” he
added. 

Hero MotoCorp, the world’s
largest manufacturer of
motorcycles and scooters,
celebrated the 10th anniver-
sary of Hero MotoSports
Team Rally at its Centre for
Innovation and Technology
(CIT), Jaipur, marking a
decade of India’s rise on the
global rally racing stage.
This milestone celebration
brought together top racing
stars including, 2024 FIM
World Rally-Raid
Champion (W2RC) Ross
Branch, South America's
Nacho Cornejo, South
African rally-raid and
motocross rider Michael
Docherty, and India’s
motocross and supercross
rider Shlok Ghorpade,
alongside India's pioneering
professional women bikers
Somyya “Moksha’
Chaudhary. The event was
attended by key team archi-
tects of Hero MotoSports
Team Rally including its
Head of MotoSports and
Team Manager, Wolfgang
(Waffi) Fischer, and
Spanish rally expert AND
Head of National

MotoSports, Jordi Grau,
along dealers, partners and
MotoSports fraternity. As
Hero MotoSports Team
Rally enters its second
decade, the Company has
announced three strategic
initiatives that will shape
the future of its rally racing
journey.  First, the
Company renewed its part-
nership with Amaury Sport
Organization organizers of
the iconic Dakar Rally and
the FIM World Rally-Raid
Championship. Marking

the milestone occasion, Dr.
Pawan Munjal, Executive
Chairman, Hero MotoCorp
announced ‘India’s Next
Dakar Hero’ (INDH) – a
first-of-its-kind program
designed to identify and
develop India’s next-genera-
tion of rally - raid talent.
Concluding the announce-
ments, the team formally
welcomed rising Indian off-
road racer Shlok Ghorpade
into the Hero MotoSports
Team. Hosted at the
Company’s state-of-the-art

Research and Development
facility, at Jaipur, the event
also featured an exclusive
showcase of Hero
MotoSports Team Rally’s
Dakar machines and riders.
This included a special off-
road performance by the
team’s stars, offering guests
a thrilling glimpse into the
relentless skill, endurance,
and spirit that have defined
Hero MotoSports’ legendary
decade on the world’s
toughest rally stages.
Speaking on this milestone,

Dr. Pawan Munjal,
Executive Chairman, Hero
MotoCorp, said, “Over the
past decade, Hero
MotoSports Team Rally has
evolved from a bold ambi-
tion into a globally respect-
ed rally racing team, proud-
ly representing India on the
world stage. This milestone
celebrates our past achieve-
ments while firmly defining
our vision for the future.
The renewal of our partner-
ship with ASO strengthens
our long-term commitment
to global rally racing.
Furthermore, the India’s
Next Dakar Hero program
reflects our deep belief that
India possesses immense
untapped motosports talent
waiting to be discovered
and nurtured. By welcom-
ing Shlok Ghorpade to the
team, we aim to build a sus-
tainable pathway for home-
grown Indian riders to com-
pete and excel at the highest
levels of the sport. Together,
these initiatives represent
the next chapter in our jour-
ney to create a lasting rally-
raid legacy for India.”
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Iran has denied a claim by
Vice-President JD Vance that
it will allow nuclear inspec-
tors back into the country,
after the first round of talks
between Washington and
Tehran to reach a final deal to
end the war. Following nego-
tiations in Switzerland,
Vance said on Monday that
discussions with the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) could be hap-
pening "as soon as today". But
Iran's foreign ministry told
state media that Tehran had
made "no new commitments"
on nuclear inspections. Iran
and the US continued to
share conflicting remarks on
the nuclear issue on Tuesday.
Iran's foreign ministry
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei
said it had no plans to allow
inspectors to access nuclear
sites bombed by the US and
Israel last year. US President
Donald Trump said that
despite Iran's "protestations
and false statements to the
contrary", it had "fully and
completely agreed" to inspec-
tions. "If they did not agree to
this, there would be no fur-

ther negotiations!" he posted
on social media. Meanwhile,
the US has temporarily
waived sanctions, allowing
Iran to sell oil in US dollars
for the first time in decades.
In a joint statement released
on Monday, mediators Qatar
and Pakistan said that after
the first round of talks in the
Swiss resort of Bürgenstock,
the US and Iran had agreed to
"a roadmap towards reaching
a final deal within 60 days".
Vance described the talks as
having laid a "very good foun-
dation". The US vice-presi-
dent said the teams had dis-
cussed the reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz and "de-con-
fliction for the regional cease-
fire". The 60-day sanctions
waiver issued by the US
Treasury on Monday disman-
tles central pillars of
Washington's long-running
embargo, which has histori-
cally choked off Tehran's
economy. The emergency
licence authorises the pro-
duction, sale and delivery of
Iranian crude and petro-
chemicals until 21 August.
Iranian oil can even be

imported directly into the US,
under the sanctions relief. It
unlocks banking transac-
tions, insurance and trans-
portation and does away with
the complex networks that
Iran has previously used to
sell crude. Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent said
that in exchange for the 60-
day waiver, Tehran had com-
mitted to keeping the vital
Strait of Hormuz open and
allowing IAEA nuclear

inspectors back into the coun-
try. Speaking in Switzerland
on Monday morning, Vance
was asked by reporters when
nuclear inspectors would be
returning to Iran. He said he
expected the process to start
"at a minimum this week",
but conversations with
inspectors "could happen as
soon as today". US President
Donald Trump also posted on
social media that Iran "will
agree to have Major Weapons

Inspections". However, in an
interview with Iranian state
news agency Irna, foreign
ministry spokesman Esmail
Baqai said Tehran had made
"no new commitments" on
nuclear inspectors. He main-
tained that any engagement
with UN inspectors would
take place "under existing
procedures set by Parliament
and the Supreme National
Security Council". The IAEA
did not immediately com-
ment. Iran suspended IAEA
access to sites bombed by
Israel and the US during the
12-day war last summer. The
following month, the UN's
nuclear watchdog said it had
pulled out its remaining
inspectors from the country.
In 2015, Iran and six world
powers – the US, China,
France, Russia, Germany and
the UK – struck a deal allow-
ing IAEA inspections of
nuclear sites in Iran. During
Trump's first term, in 2018, he
withdrew the US from this
agreement, arguing it was a
"bad deal". Vance said on
Monday that the Iranians had
threatened to walk out of the

talks on Sunday after Trump
warned on Truth Social that
the US could "hit Iran very
hard again". The US vice-
president said he told Iranian
negotiators that Trump was
merely responding to Iranian
"trash talk". On Monday,
Trump issued a fresh warn-
ing to Iran from the Oval
Office. "If Iran doesn't live up
to their agreement, or if
they're not behaving, I will do
what I have to do," the US
president said. The Qatari
and Pakistani mediators'
joint statement said that a
"communication line" had
been formed "to avoid inci-
dents and miscommunica-
tion with the aim of safe pas-
sage for commercial vessels
through the Strait of
Hormuz". Both sides also
agreed to the creation of a "de-
confliction cell" between the
US, Iran and Lebanon, facili-
tated by the mediating coun-
tries, to end military opera-
tions in Lebanon, their state-
ment said. Iran's Foreign
Minister Seyed Abbas
Araghchi said the first "real
test" would be Lebanon.

Met Office has issued a rare
red extreme heat warning
from 09:00 on Wednesday to
21:00 on Thursday. It covers
parts of southern England,
as well as the Midlands and
south Wales. It’s the first
time Wales has been covered
by a red extreme heat warn-
ing and only the second time
one has been issued by the
Met Office. A red warning is
the most severe level of alert.
It means dangerous weather
is expected, with a high like-
lihood of risk to life. It could
also lead to failures of criti-
cal national infrastructure,
such as power cuts or roads
and rail lines being closed.
When a red warning is
issued, the Met Office advis-
es people to avoid travelling
where possible and to follow
the advice of the emergency
services and local authori-

ties. Northern Ireland will
avoid the extreme heat seen
in other parts of the UK, but
temperatures are expected to
climb close to the all-time
record this week. The cur-
rent record of 31.3C was set
in Castlederg, County
Tyrone, in July 2021, with
thermometers are likely to
climb close to that on
Thursday. It’s a similar story
in the Republic of Ireland,

where an almost 140-year-old
record could be threatened.
33.3C was recorded at
Kilkenny Castle, County
Kilkenny, on 26 June 1887 -
almost exactly 139 years ago
to the day. The Irish weather
service, Met Éireann, has
issued a yellow heat warning
from noon on Tuesday until
09:00 on Friday. Today has
been the hottest day of the
year so far in Scotland and

Northern Ireland.
Temperatures reached 28.8C
in Fyvie Castle in
Aberdeenshire, and 26.4C in
Katesbridge, County Down.
The hottest temperature
recorded so far today in
England is 32.6C in Wisley,
Surrey. Britain’s biggest
train operator has warned
passengers not to travel
tomorrow or Thursday
unless it’s absolutely neces-
sary. Greater Thameslink
Railway (GTR), which was
recently nationalised,
includes Southern,
Thameslink, Gatwick
Express and Great Northern.
There will be fewer trains
running tomorrow and
Thursday because of speed
restrictions imposed for
safety. GTR says there
could also be short-notice
cancellations. 

More than a year after the
death of Zambia's former
President Edgar Lungu, his
family have won their
appeal to have his body
buried in South Africa
where he died - overturning
a high court ruling that
allowed the Zambian gov-
ernment to repatriate the
corpse. It is not clear
whether Tuesday's ruling at
the Supreme Court of
Appeal in Bloemfontein
finally puts to rest the legal
battle over what should hap-
pen to his remains following
a long-standing feud
between Lungu and his suc-
cessor, President Hakainde
Hichilema. All eyes will be
on the Zambian govern-
ment's next move, as its
lawyers await instruction. It
has long maintained that, as
a former head of state,
Lungu should be honoured
in the country. The Zambian
government wished to see
him laid to rest alongside his
predecessors in the special
presidential burial ground
in the capital, Lusaka. But
Lungu's family wanted a pri-
vate burial after negotia-
tions with the government
over the funeral arrange-
ments broke down. "The

very ritual intended to bring
closure has, instead, pitted
family against the state in a
hard-fought legal dispute far
from the protagonists'
home," said Justice Raylene
May Keightley in Tuesday's
judgement. Last August, the
South African high court in
Pretoria ruled that Zambia's
government could repatriate
the body and give him a state
funeral - an outcome that left
Lungu's relatives visibly dis-
traught in the courtroom.
The family appealed against
the decision but, in a sur-
prise announcement in
April Zambia's government
said Lungu's remains had
been "formally transferred"
to the state by the South
African court. But just a few
hours later, the same South
African court ordered the
Zambian government to
return the body until the
matter went to court again.
The former president died
of an undisclosed illness
aged 68 at a clinic in
Pretoria. Chaos ensued fol-
lowing his death, with
mourners receiving con-
flicting information from
the government and
Lungu's political party, the
Patriotic Front (PF). 

US President Donald
Trump has predicted a
"much better relation-
ship" between his govern-
ment and Colombia after
preliminary results sug-
gested that the right-wing
candidate Abelardo de la
Espriella had won in
Sunday's presidential run-
off. The official, but not
legally binding, prelimi-
nary vote count showed de
la Espriella beating his
left-wing rival, Iván
Cepeda, by a razor-thin
margin of less than one
percentage point. Cepeda
has not yet conceded, say-
ing he would wait for the
results to be cross
checked, a process which
usually takes several
days. Trump had endorsed
de la Espriella ahead of
the run-off vote and derid-
ed Cepeda as a "radical
Left Marxist". Speaking to
reporters on Monday,
Trump said that de la
Espriella had "won easi-
ly", even though his lead
of 0.96 percentage points
in the preliminary count
is the narrowest in recent
Colombian history.
Writing on Truth Social,
Trump said he was look-
ing forward to working
together "to build a power-
ful relationship". The rela-

tionship between the two
historic allies had suffered
in recent years as Trump
traded insults with
Colombia's outgoing presi-
dent, the left-winger
Gustavo Petro. Trump had
called Petro a "sick man"
and a "drug-trafficking
leader" without providing
any evidence, while Petro
had said that the US presi-
dent was basing his immi-
gration policy on that of
the Nazis. Following the
US military operation to
seize Venezuelan leader
Nicolás Maduro in
January, Trump had also
remarked that a military
operation targeting neigh-
bouring Colombia sound-
ed "good". Asked by a
Colombian journalist
about how he saw the rela-
tionship between the US
and Colombia developing
following Sunday's elec-
tion, Trump said "it'll be
better, he [de la Espriella]
is going to be a great pres-
ident". De la Espriella
campaigned on a promise
to crack down on drug-
trafficking gangs and
criminal organisations
which have long blighted
the country, which is the
world's largest producer of
coca, the raw material
used to make cocaine.

Zambia ex-president's
family wins latest legal
battle over what should

happen to his body
A new species of spider which
weaves a catapult-like silk
trap to snare a single type of
ant has been discovered in the
remote rainforests of north-
ern Australia. Researchers
believe the nocturnal preda-
tor developed the unique
hunting method to make
meals of aggressive ants
which are notoriously dan-
gerous - and unusual - prey for
arachnids. The snare's "excep-
tionally high power" flings the
ant into a bigger web at "15
times the most extreme g-
forces experienced by jet
pilots", said lead researcher
Prof Ajay Narendra. Though
it is yet to be formally named,
scientists have nicknamed
the tiny spider "ballista", after
the ancient weapon used to
hurl stones in battle. "The
snare mechanism seems to
have evolved as a highly spe-

cialised way of allowing the
spider to 'pick off' potentially
hazardous prey one at a time
and transport them a safe dis-
tance away from ant trails
and nests," researcher Dr
Jonas Wolff said. Ants have
chemical defences, including
the ability to sting in some
species, and can recruit
throngs of other ants rapidly
as backup to overcome poten-
tial predators.

Forty people have drowned
in heatwave-related deaths
in France since last
Thursday, Prime Minister
Sébastien Lecornu has said,
as temperatures hit record
levels in several major cities
and the heatwave reaches a
peak in several European
countries. "It's not something
to be taken lightly, going
swimming in unsupervised
areas during a heatwave,"
Sports and Youth Minister
Marina Ferrari told French
radio. France, along with
Spain and Italy, has been
hardest hit by the heatwave
so far. France saw its hottest
June day on record on
Monday and its hottest ever
night on Monday night, with

a minimum average of 21.6C
according to Météo France,
and with well over half the
country on red alert.
Meanwhile, in Spain temper-
atures are set to peak above
40C in some areas, with red
alerts in Andalusia in the
south, and Cantabria and the
Basque Country in the north,
on the third day of a national
heatwave. Spain is more
exposed to the effects of cli-
mate change than almost
any other European country.
State weather service Aemet
says June heatwaves are
becoming increasingly com-
mon, with 10 recorded in
mainland Spain between
2000 and 2025, and just two in
the previous 25 years. 

Drowning deaths soar in
France as Europe buckles

in peak of heatwave

A UN commission of
inquiry says Israel has
deliberately targeted
Palestinian children, result-
ing in genocide, crimes
against humanity and war
crimes in the Gaza Strip, as
well as war crimes in the
occupied West Bank. A new
report alleges that Israeli
authorities and security
forces have "deliberately
carried out acts inflicting
death and severe bodily and
mental harm on hundreds
of thousands of Palestinian
children", and that the
killings continued even
after last October's ceasefire
in Gaza. The commission
says it has reasonable
grounds to conclude that
those acts "form part of a

deliberate strategy to
destroy the future of the
Palestinians in Gaza by tar-
geting their children".
Israel's foreign ministry
said it "utterly rejects" the
commission's report, calling
it a "libellous sham" and "a
propaganda piece as outra-
geous as its previous ones".

The Israeli military
launched a campaign in
Gaza in response to the
unprecedented Hamas-led
attack on southern Israel on
7 October 2023, in which
about 1,200 people were
killed and 251 were taken
hostage. At least 73,035 peo-
ple have been killed in

Israeli attacks in Gaza since
then, including more than
21,280 children, according to
the territory's Hamas-run
health ministry, whose fig-
ures are seen as reliable by
the UN. The Independent
International Commission
of Inquiry on the Occupied
Palestinian Territory and
Israel was established by
the UN Human Rights
Council in 2021 to investi-
gate alleged violations of
international humanitarian
and human rights law.

Its three-member expert
panel does not officially
speak for the UN. Last
September, the commission
accused Israel of commit-
ting genocide against
Palestinians in Gaza. 

The Irish government is to
contribute 228m (£197m)
towards improving rail
services between Northern
Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland. Some 193m
(£166m) will go towards the
L o n d o n d e r r y - B e l f a s t -
Dublin rail infrastructure
investment and a further
35m (£30m) will be spent
on continuing hourly
trains from Dublin to
Belfast, which will see the
service continue until at
least 2030. The money will

come from the last alloca-
tion from the Irish govern-
ment's Shared Island
Fund. It is part of a scheme
which aims to fund cross-
border projects that bene-
fit people in both the
Republic and Northern
Ireland. The two govern-
ments will work together
for a 15-20 minute transfer
time between the Dublin-
Belfast and Belfast-Derry
lines to enhance connec-
tivity between and the
three cities. Leading Pakistan activist given life sentence over soldier's killing at rally
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Hyderabad: 23rd June, 2026:
The Confederation of Real
Estate Developers'
Association of India
(CREDAI) Hyderabad has
announced its partnership as
the Platinum Sponsor for the
inaugural TG20 Cricket
League. As Telangana's very
first franchise based T20 crick-
et tournament, this landmark
initiative by the Hyderabad
Cricket Association (HCA)
marks a monumental shift in
the state's sporting landscape
and heralds the launch of
Telangana's first franchise
based T20 league. As a
Platinum Sponsor, CREDAI
Hyderabad is supporting the
development of cricket in
Telangana and providing a
platform for young athletes to
showcase their talent. The
partnership reflects the long-
standing commitment to

sports development. Through
this premium partnership,
CREDAI Hyderabad rein-
forces its long-standing corpo-
rate social responsibility pil-
lars of youth empowerment,
community building, and
holistic regional development.
CREDAI Hyderabad extends
its heartfelt congratulations to
the Hyderabad Cricket

Association for this visionary
initiative. The TG20 League,
featuring eight city franchis-
es, 32 matches and a strong
mandate to include district
level talent, is a bold and
meaningful step towards cre-
ating a robust cricketing
ecosystem in Telangana. As
part of the opening proceed-
ings of the league, Mr N.

Jaideep Reddy, President,
CREDAI Hyderabad, had the
honour of presenting the
Super Striker of the Match
award, underscoring CREDAI
Hyderabad's commitment not
just to building homes and
infrastructure, but also to
building communities and cel-
ebrating the spirit that binds
them. As a part of the engage-
ment CREDAI Hyderabad will
reward the Super Striker of
each match and the Super
Striker of the tournament.
Speaking on the occasion, Mr.
N. Jaideep Reddy, President,
CREDAI Hyderabad, said,
"The partnership reflects
CREDAI Hyderabad's com-
mitment towards supporting
regional sporting talent and
strengthening its connection
with young audiences
through one of India's most
celebrated sports platforms. 

When Antoine Semenyo
signed for Bournemouth, he
sent former Leeds United
manager David Hockaday a
bottle of Champagne. An
unlikely duo? Perhaps. But if
anyone can take credit for
Semenyo's rise, it is
Hockaday. On the label of the
bottle read the words
"hunger and belief". Words
that resonated with Semenyo
so much as a teenager that, at
the biggest moment of his
career to that point, he felt
the need to reiterate them to
the man who instilled them
in him. Semenyo's journey to
the top has been a complicat-
ed one. The failed academy
trials, the 5am starts to play
non-league football, the
thoughts of quitting the sport
altogether. But, now aged 26,
it has all led to this. A game
against England in a World
Cup. A humble, determined
man, his remarkable rise is

rooted in his resilience and
the belief of a select few peo-
ple who saw something in a
down-and-out kid search-
ing for his big break.
This is the Semenyo
story. Born in
London to
Ghanaian par-
ents Larry and
D e l a ,
Semenyo and
his brother
Jai grew up in
Greenwich
with a ball

almost permanently
attached to their feet. It
should be little surprise
Semenyo is now so adept
with both his right and left
feet given his father, who
played alongside Tony
Yeboah in Ghana's top
flight, encouraged him from
a young age to kick "paper, a
can, anything" with both
feet. By the age of six it came
naturally to Semenyo - and
the dream of becoming a
professional footballer was
born. His talent was spotted

and encouraged by
his parents, who

sent him on
trials at
A r s e n a l ,
Tottenham
Hotspur and
M i l l w a l l

before an
e i g h t - w e e k

trial at Crystal
Palace aged 15. 

Portugal superstar Cristiano
Ronaldo, who has not found the net
for the last 10 consecutive games at
major tournaments, will be aiming
to overcome his poor run as his
team takes on Uzbekistan in an all-
important FIFA World Cup group
stage clash on Tuesday. The 41-year-
old was underwhelming in
Portugal's 1-1 draw against DR
Congo in their opening match of the
FIFA World Cup 2026 campaign,
where the veteran striker struggled
to make an impact. Ronaldo finished
the match with 25 touches, three
shots without hitting the target, and
won just one duel, reflecting a tight-
ly marked performance by the DR
Congo defence. It was also one of the
lowest involvement games of his

World Cup career, marking the sec-
ond-fewest touches he has ever
recorded in a World Cup start, high-
lighting his limited influence in
Portugal's attacking play. As per
OptaJoe, Cristiano has delivered
just one assist and zero goals for
Portugal across the last 10 matches
in major tournaments, the World
Cup and UEFA Euro
Championship. This is a stark con-
trast with his record in the first 43
matches for Portugal, where he
scored 22 goals and delivered eight
assists. With 147 goals in 229 appear-
ances, he is Portugal's leading goal-
scorer and appearance-maker.
Meanwhile, Portugal defender
Ruben Dias has downplayed recent
criticism directed at skipper

Ronaldo, describing the surround-
ing talk as "noise" and simply part of
football. Speaking after recent exter-
nal chatter around the veteran for-
ward, Dias said the team remains
unaffected and focused on its objec-
tives. "It is not an issue for us," Dias
insisted as cited by One Football. "It
is insignificant, just a bit of fuss and
noise. It is all part of the game."
"First and foremost, the criticism
isn't directed at just one player.
Cristiano is a major focus of
attention, but I think we
are all in the firing line.
Above all, apart from
what I've just said, I do not
think anything out of the
ordinary is happening. It has
always been like this since I have

been here. I believe it
will continue to be
so in the future. In
the end, it is
noise. We isolate
ourselves from it
and focus on
doing our
thing," he added.

Cristiano Ronaldo Haunted By Horrible Stat Ahead
Of FIFA World Cup 2026 Clash Against Uzbekistan

Former India captain Rohit
Sharma was on Tuesday con-
ferred the Padma Shri, one of
the country's highest civilian
honours, during the Padma
Awards ceremony held at
Rashtrapati Bhavan.
President Droupadi Murmu
presented the award to the
veteran cricketer in recogni-
tion of his outstanding con-
tribution to Indian cricket.
Rohit attended the second
Civil Investiture Ceremony
along with his wife Ritika
Sajdeh after missing the first
ceremony held in May.
Former Indian tennis player
Vijay Amritraj received the
Padma Bhushan, while
Indian women's hockey team
goalkeeper Savita Punia was
also among the Padma Shri
awardees. The honour
marks another significant
achievement in a career that
has spanned nearly two
decades at the highest level.
Since making his interna-
tional debut in 2007, Rohit
has established himself as
one of India's most successful
batters and captains, produc-
ing memorable performanc-

es across all formats of the
game.
The Indian cricket team
posted the video of Rohit
receiving the award and
wrote,"A highly prestigious
honour for a great of the
game. President of India,
Smt Droupadi Murmuji
@presidentofindia confers
former #TeamIndia captain
Rohit Sharma @rohitshar-
ma45 with the Padma Shri
award."
When his Padma Shri was
announced earlier this year,
Rohit described the recogni-
tion as a special moment for

both himself and his family.
"Receiving the Padma Shri is
a very special moment for
me and my family. I thank
the Government of India for
this honour. I am also grate-
ful to all those people who
have played an important
role in my career. My effort
to win matches and trophies
for my country will always
continue. Thank you. Jai
Hind," he had said in a video
released by Doordarshan on
X in February.
Rohit's leadership tenure
brought considerable suc-
cess to Indian cricket. Under

his captaincy, India ended
their ICC trophy drought by
winning the T20 World Cup
in 2024 after defeating South
Africa in the final. The fol-
lowing year, he guided the
team to another major title
as India lifted the
Champions Trophy, cement-
ing his reputation as one of
the country's most successful
white-ball captains.
As a batter, Rohit's numbers
reflect his consistency and
longevity. In Test cricket, he
scored more than 4,300 runs
in 67 matches, including 12
centuries. His ODI career

has yielded over 11,500 runs
and 33 hundreds in 282
appearances, while in T20
Internationals he accumulat-
ed more than 4,200 runs and
five centuries, placing him
among the format's all-time
greats. Although Rohit has
stepped away from Test
cricket and T20
Internationals, he continues
to represent India in the 50-
over format. The veteran
opener remains a key figure
in the ODI setup and has his
sights set on leading India's
charge towards the 2027 ICC
Men's Cricket World Cup. 

Former Wimbledon champi-
on Marketa Vondrousova
was suspended for four years
on Monday for refusing an
anti-doping test — even
though the Czech player cited
“mental stress” and fear
when the testing agent “rang
my door late at night without
properly identifying them-
selves.” The International
Tennis Integrity Agency
made the announcement,
saying that Vondrousova
refused a test in December,
and that the decision was
reached by an independent
tribunal following a hearing
held this month.
Vondrousova became
Wimbledon's first unseeded
female champion when she
beat Ons Jabeur in the 2023
title match. She reached a
career-high ranking of No. 6
that year. She also reached
the French Open final in 2019,
losing to Ash Barty. The 26-
year-old Vondrousova
detailed her reaction to the
missed test in an Instagram
post in April. “It is very tough

for me to talk about this, but I
want to be transparent with
you about my mental
health,” Vondrousova said.
“The recent doping control
incident happened because I
reached a breaking point
after months of physical and
mental stress.” The ITIA said
Vondrousova “did not sub-
mit a sample when notified
by a Doping Control Officer
(DCO) during an out-of-com-
petition test attempt at her
home at around 8 p.m. on 3
December 2025” and that she
instead signed a refusal
form. Vondrousova was rep-
resented by Los Angeles-
based lawyer Howard
Jacobs, a specialist in dop-
ing rules cases. Jacobs
helped two-time Grand Slam
singles champion Simona
Halep win an appeal case in
2024 at CAS against a four-
year ban for doping.
Vondrousova becomes the
latest high-profile tennis
player involved in a doping
case after Halep, Jannik
Sinner and Iga Swiatek.

Finn Balor doesn't appear
on RAW anymore after his
move to SmackDown, but
that clearly doesn't mean
he's stopped paying atten-
tion to what happens on
Monday nights. After this
week's RAW in London,
Balor ended up reacting to a
post from Chad Gable, and
honestly, his response said
a lot without actually say-
ing anything. Just a few
heartbreak emojis. That's
all it took. If you've been fol-
lowing the Alpha Academy
story, though, you probably
knew exactly why. Chad
Gable's apology ended with
him standing alone Gable
showed up on RAW hoping
to make things right with
Alpha Academy. For a
minute, it felt like there was
a chance. Otis and Akira
Tozawa didn't seem com-
pletely shut off from the
idea of hearing him out.
The conversation could've

gone in a very different
direction. Maxxine Dupri
wasn't having it. She made
it clear she hadn't forgiven
Gable for everything that
happened and wasn't inter-
ested in moving on just
because he was apologising
now. Then came the
moment that really
changed things. Maxxine
got Otis and Tozawa to
leave with her, and Gable
was left standing there
watching them walk away.
Otis looked torn about it,

too, which made the whole
thing even harder to watch.
Gable's message after RAW
showed that the situation
still hurts Once RAW was
over, Gable shared a mes-
sage to Otis on Instagram.
"We've written a hell of a
book the past 20 years… I
hope this isn't the final
chapter." It wasn't a long
post, but it probably didn't
need to be. The message
wasn't about arguments or
excuses. It was about the
history between them. 

Head coach Brendon
McCullum said he remains
"good friends" with
England captain Ben
Stokes and the pair have
"no idea" why rumours of a
rift have emerged. The pair
reunited on Tuesday for
England's crucial deciding
Test against New Zealand
after Stokes missed the sec-
ond following an incident
in a London nightclub.
Both McCullum and Stokes
had previously denied
their relationship was
strained during the 4-1
Ashes defeat in Australia,
and McCullum has faced
questions about their part-
nership during Stokes'
absence. At Trent Bridge,
two days before the third
Test against New Zealand,
McCullum revealed the
pair spoke face-to-face on
Tuesday morning. "I said:
'Do you know where this
has come from, the conver-
sations around our rela-
tionship over the last six
months?'" explained
McCullum. "He said: 'No, I
have no idea.' I said to him:
'As far I'm concerned, I con-

sider you a good friend.'"
Stokes and pace bowler
Gus Atkinson were made
unavailable for England's
heavy defeat in the second
Test during an investiga-
tion into a breach of the
team's midnight curfew fol-
lowing victory in the first
Test at Lord's. They were
present when a member of
England security staff was
struck by a Saracens rugby
player. Both have been
cleared to rejoin the
England squad for the
third Test, with Stokes
returning as captain. Two
days before the second Test
at The Oval, McCullum
gave a sombre media con-
ference, when he repeated-

ly spoke of his "worry" and
"concern" for Stokes.
However, Durham's coun-
ty head coach Ryan
Campbell later said Stokes
was in "good spirits" and
the county's chief execu-
tive Tim Bostock said he
was "bemused" by
McCullum's comments. On
Tuesday, McCullum said:
"My assessment was that I
was slightly concerned,
worried, now my assess-
ment is that he looks great
and is ready to go. "He
looks fantastic, he looks
ready to go, he's enthusias-
tic about the week and
obviously from our point of
view it's nice to have the
band back together.

Norway have been a hit in
the FIFA World Cup 2026 so
far, but their 'rowing' cele-
bration is an even bigger hit.
In fact, it is the most viral
trend that has come out of
the FIFA World Cup 2026 so
far. Norway's players sat on
the pitch and performed the
"rowing" celebration, made
iconic by their fans during
the World Cup, after reach-
ing the knockout stage with
a nervy 3-2 win over Senegal.
At their first finals since
1998, red-clad Norwegian
fans have been doing their
Viking row in stadiums, on
escalators, and even in New
York's Times Square, but it
has never been more emo-
tional or joyous than after
the final whistle on Monday.
Martin Odegaard and Erling
Haaland, whose double
helped secure the win,

brought the squad together
to perform the row in front
of the fans, but they had to
wait for coach Stale
Solbakken, who sprinted up
the steps in the stand at the
final whistle to kiss and hug
his wife. With the squad sit-
ting in rows resembling
those of a Viking longboat
and Solbakken squeezing
into the middle behind

Haaland, Odegaard began
beating the drum to a joyous
climax. 
What Is the Viking Row?
The celebration, according
to several reports, is
inspired by Norway's Viking
tradition. According to the
BBC, "The Viking Age was
from about AD 700 to 1100.
Many Vikings left their
homes in Scandinavia and

travelled by longboat to
other countries, like Britain
and Ireland. The people of
Britain called the invaders
'Danes', but they came from
Norway and Sweden as well
as Denmark. Vikings sailed
the seas trading goods. They
bought silver, silks, spices,
wine, jewellery, glass and
pottery to bring back home."
The rowing motion is a trib-
ute and symbolises the voy-
ages that the Vikings under-
took. It is an integral part of
Norwegian identity. What
are the Norway players say-
ing about the celebration?
TV pictures showed fans
back in Trondheim joining
in as the celebration brought
Norway supporters around
the world together, but mid-
fielder Patrick Berg revealed
that he did not think the row
was going to catch on. 
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Under the presentation of
Gnanamma Kalivela and
produced under the banner
of Sanjana Movie Makers,
the film “Na Gurinchi
Neeku Teliyali” has recently
been launched as a love and
romantic entertainer. The
film introduces Venkatesh
Kalivela as the director, with
Vishva, Aishwarya, and
Anusha playing the lead
roles. The muhurtham scene
featuring the lead actors was
clapped by Amit Tiwari,

while camera switch-on was
done by Kumari Sanjana.
The first shot was directed
by Venkatesh. Speaking on
the occasion, director
Venkatesh Kalivela said that
the film is a triangular love
story with romantic enter-
tainment elements. He
added that the movie will
feature four songs and four
action sequences, and a
flashback episode where the
hero says “Na Gurinchi
Neeku Teliyali” will be the

highlight of the film.
Producer Sanjana Kalivela
stated that the shooting will
begin by the end of this
month and will be completed
in 34 days with a single
schedule across
Bhimavaram, Narsapuram,
and Antarvedi surrounding
areas. Hero Vishva said that
he feels fortunate to get a role
with such strong acting
scope for his debut film.
Heroine Aishwarya said
that she will be seen as a
glamorous next-door girl in
the film. Heroine Anusha
said that her role in this film
will be liked by everyone.
Music director Vardhan said
that four songs have already
been recorded and the film
has strong scope for back-
ground
score.

After a blockbuster opening week-
end with ?42 crore gross, Samantha’s
Maa Inti Bangaaram continued its
strong run on Monday, collecting an
estimated ?7 crore. The film has now
raced past the ?50 crore mark in just
four days. With momentum still
intact, all eyes are now on whether it
can sustain the pace and emerge as
Samantha’s first solo ?100 crore
grosser. Samantha’s Maa Inti
Bangaaram has emerged as a major
success at the Telugu box office,
posting impressive collections and
receiving strong support from audi-
ences. The film has especially per-
formed well in Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, and overseas markets,
reaffirming Samantha’s popularity
among Telugu moviegoers.

However, the story is quite different
in Tamil Nadu, where the film was
released as Engal Thangam. Despite
carrying decent expectations and
Samantha’s strong fan following in
the state, the Tamil version has
failed to generate the desired
momentum during its opening
weekend. Trade circles expected the
film to post respectable numbers
since the break-even targets were
not particularly high.
Unfortunately, occupancy remained
below expectations, and the collec-
tions did not show the kind of
growth that was anticipated. Several
factors are being cited for the under-
whelming performance. One of the
biggest reasons appears to be the
lack of aggressive promotions in

Tamil Nadu. Apart from a single
promotional event, the film did not
have a sustained marketing cam-
paign to create awareness among
audiences. Another factor could be
Samantha’s reduced presence in
Kollywood over the last three to
four years. While she remains
a popular name, the gap
between her recent Tamil
releases may have
affected the film’s
reach among
younger audi-
ences. 

alented and energetic
actress Raashi Singh
plays the lead role in
the upcoming film

“Gossip”, produced by
Yethi Remella under the
banner of YBHAV CINES-
CULPT STUDIOS. Directed
by Vaibhav Koundinya,
the film is a social satire
blended with contempo-
rary emotions and a beauti-
ful love story that is expect-
ed to connect strongly with
today’s generation.
The film features music
composed by Shakthikanth
Karthick, cinematography
by Satish, and editing by
Jai Kumar. Apart from
Raashi Singh, the film
stars Ravi Varma, Mahesh
Yadlapalli, 30 Years
Prudhvi Raj, Vijay
Adhiraj, Guru Charan,
Falguni, Shruti, and others
in key roles.
As the film gears up for its
theatrical release on June
26, the trailer was officially
launched by noted director
Sai Kiran Adivi.
Speaking at the event,
Actor Mahesh Yadlapalli
thanked Sai Kiran Adivi

for gracing the occasion
and said that “Gossip” is
based on a subject that
closely reflects certain inci-
dents happening in society
today. He expressed confi-
dence that the film would
strongly connect with audi-
ences and appreciated
director Vaibhav
Koundinya, producer
Yethi Remella, co-stars,
and the technical team for
their support.
Actor Guru Charan shared
that the role offered to him
was both challenging and
exciting. He praised direc-
tor Vaibhav’s clarity of
vision and professionalism
and appreciated the pro-
ducer for ensuring a
smooth shooting experi-
ence for the entire team.
Producer Yethi Remella
thanked everyone who
worked on the film and
extended special gratitude
to Sai Kiran Adivi for sup-
porting the project. He
described director Vaibhav
as a filmmaker with a
unique perspective and
expressed confidence that
audiences would appreci-

ate the film’s strong con-
tent. Veteran actor 30
Years Prudhvi Raj stated
that while good news may
take time to spread, gossip
spreads instantly, making
the film’s subject highly
relevant. He praised
Vaibhav’s filmmaking
skills and requested media
and audiences to support
the film.
Chief guest Sai Kiran Adivi
appreciated Vaibhav
Koundinya’s determina-
tion and self-made journey.
He lauded the young film-
maker’s clarity and dedica-
tion and wished the entire
team great success.
Director Vaibhav
Koundinya revealed that
“Gossip” marks his debut
as both writer and director.
He explained that gossip is
a common part of everyday
life, but careless words can
sometimes have a devastat-
ing impact on others.
Inspired by real incidents
from his own life and those
of his friends, the film high-
lights the power of words
and the responsibility that
comes with using them.

Janhvi Kapoor is once
again making headlines,
this time for her stunning
traditional appearance.
The actress recently tasted
success with Peddi, a film
that generated plenty of
discussion and controver-
sy around her character.
However, the buzz sur-
rounding the movie has
done little to distract fans
from her latest fashion
statement, which is now
going viral on social
media.
Dressed in a gorgeous
pink saree with intricate
red borders, Janhvi looked
effortlessly elegant. She

complemented the outfit
with traditional jewelry,
soft makeup, and sleek
hair, creating a timeless
festive look. The actress
carried the ensemble with
confidence, proving why
she remains one of the
most followed style icons
among young audiences.
Currently, Janhvi is
enjoying the wedding cele-
brations of her step-sister
Anshula Kapoor.
Surrounded by family and
festivities, the actress
appears to be making the
most of the special occa-
sion while serving major
ethnic fashion goals.

Grand Launch of the Film “Na
Gurinchi Neeku Teliyali”

he film “Vasudheva
Sutham” is being pro-
duced under the ban-
ner of Rainbow

Cinemas by Dhanalaxmi
Badarla and directed by
Vykunt Bonu. The film
stars Master Mahendran
and Ambikavani in the lead
roles. The posters, glimpse,
and teaser released so far
have already impressed
audiences. The film is
scheduled for release on
July 10, and as part of pro-
motions, the trailer was
unveiled today.
The story unfolds around a
revered temple in Odisha
dedicated to Lord
Vasudeva, where a power-
ful and mysterious object
known as the “Brahma
Padartham” (Divine
Essence) is secretly pre-
served. Possessing
immense energy, it
becomes the target of dark
forces seeking to seize it
and harness its power to
dominate the universe.
This sets the stage for an
intense battle between good
and evil. Hero Mahendran
delivers a commanding per-
formance as a determined
warrior who stands firm in
protecting Dharma against
these sinister forces. The
visuals present a gripping
blend of high-octane action
and mystical, otherworldly
elements, creating a strong
mythological undertone.
The action sequences are
impactful, further elevated
by a powerful background
score. Dialogues such as
“The weapon is coming”
and “No one who questions

the existence of God has the
right to live on this earth”
leave a strong impression.
The climactic Garuda shot
at the end of the trailer adds
a striking mythic touch.
Overall, the trailer hints at
a fast-paced mystical
thriller that seamlessly
blends contemporary
action with rich elements of
Indian mythology. It indeed
offers a visual extravagan-
za. At the trailer launch
event, Hero Master
Mahendran said: “For
Vasudheva Sutham, the
producers worked extreme-
ly hard. They believed in
the story and spared no
expense. The director over-
came many challenges to
complete this film. It is a
well-made project based on

Lord Krishna, and I hope
audiences will like it. It has
excellent and strong con-
tent. I consider myself
lucky to have got such a
role and such a grand film.
Trusting the producer, I
didn’t even ask for advance
payments. Director Vykunt
knows exactly how much to
extract from each actor.
Ambikavani acted very
well. Jeeju’s cinematogra-
phy and Mani Sharma sir’s
music will be major high-
lights. Our film is releasing
on July 10. I request every-
one to watch it in theatres
and bless us.”

Director Vykunt Bonu
said: “I first narrated two
different stories to the pro-
ducer, and he said they
were good. Later, I devel-

oped a story set against a
famous temple backdrop in
Odisha. After hearing it, he
asked me to drop the earlier
scripts and proceed with
this one. Mahendran agreed
immediately after hearing
the story. I also narrated it
to Mani Sharma sir and told
him to proceed only if he
liked it. He approved it and
began work immediately.
The film is releasing on
July 10. After watching it,
audiences will definitely
talk about Mani Sharma
sir’s songs and background
score. The dialogues are
strong and the VFX has
come out well. It is a one-
man show, and the last 45
minutes will be on another
level. The film will not dis-
appoint anyone. I request

everyone to support it.”
Producer Trinadh Keshav

said: “Vasudheva Sutham
is our debut film. Everyone
has performed wonderfully.
I thank everyone who sup-
ported us. The film releases
on July 10 and I hope audi-
ences will encourage it.”
Ambikavani said : “I am

very happy to work on
Vasudheva Sutham. My
Telugu is not very good
yet, but I will learn. I
thank the director and pro-
ducer for giving me this
opportunity. No one dis-
couraged me for not know-
ing the language; everyone
supported me. I am happy
to work with Mahendran.
The film releases on July
10 and I request everyone’s
support.”

'Raja Di Raja', which has
already increased the inter-
est of the audience with its
youthful promotional con-
tent, is creating a good buzz
among movie lovers. This
youthful romantic entertain-
er, starring Ruthvik and
Visakha Dhiman, is being
directed by Anil Boydapu. K.
Niharika Dasari is produc-
ing the film under the ban-
ner of Vrindavan Creations,
while K. Srilatha Reddy is
presenting it. The film team
has recently officially
announced that the film will
be released on July 17. It is
noteworthy that the famous
production and distribution
company Mythri Movie
Distributors has come for-
ward to release the film. This
will give the film an opportu-
nity to reach the audience in
a grand manner. The release
date poster highlights the
chemistry between the hero
and heroine as well as their
fun journey. The colorful
visuals and impressive
design present the romantic

mood of the film. Ruthvik
and Visakha Dhiman look
enthusiastic and energetic.
The chemistry between the
two has become the main
attraction of the film. The
film has music by Mark K
Robin. The first single that
has already been released
has become a chartbuster.
Cinematography is handled

by Ravikiran Boydapu,
while Vijay Kumar
Pasupuleti is working as the
art director. Saikumar, Dr.
Naresh Vijayakrishna,
Avasarala Srinivas, Vishnu
Oi, Parvatheesham, Rajsri
Nair, Rohini, Badram,
Mime Madhu, Anand and
others are playing key roles
in this film.
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