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US-Iran tensions
escalate with
renewed strikes

Tehran (TSIT) .

Iran launched renewed attacks on
US Gulf allies on Saturday after the
US Central Command (CENTCOM)
concluded a new round of strikes
on Iran overnight. Iran's semi-offi-
cial Mehr news agency said that

explosions were reported in
Bushehr province as well as
Hormozgan province's Sirik and
Qeshm counties, and the official
IRNA news agency said five blasts
were heard in Iran's central Yazd
province. Late on Friday, the US
CENTCOM said in a post on social
media platform X that US forces
ended the seventh consecutive
night of strikes against Iran.

PM Modi Hails Vikram-1
Launch as Defining
Moment for India

New Delhi, (TSIT):

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday congratulated the
team of Skyroot Aerospace on
the successful launch of
Vikram-1, calling it
a defining moment
in India's space
journey that
reflects the grow-
ing strength of the
country's private
space sector. In a post on social
media platform X, the Prime
Minister said he had spoken to
the Skyroot team and praised the
milestone, stating that the grow-
ing participation of the private
sector is opening new frontiers
and accelerating innovation. He
added that the achievement
would encourage countless
youngsters to dream bigger and
innovate fearlessly.

US Welcomes Iraq-Syria
Oil Pipeline Deal

Washington (TSIT):

The United States has wel-
comed a landmark agreement
between Iraq and Syria to
revive a crude oil pipeline with
a capacity of two million bar-
rels per day, describing the
move as a positive step toward
regional energy cooperation
and economic stability. The
pipeline, which was once a crit-
ical artery for Iraqi crude
exports to European markets
via Syria's Mediterranean
coast, has remained non-opera-
tional for years due to conflict
and political tensions. The
revived deal is expected to sig-
nificantly boost Iraq's export
capacity while providing much-
needed revenue and energy
infrastructure support to Syria.

‘PM MODI INSULTED SONAM
WANGCHUK IN ARROGANCE
KEJRIWAL SLAMS CENTRE
OVER PROTEST ACTION
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Vikram-1 Test Flight-1 (Mission Aagaman), India's first private orbital rocket launch, lifts off from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, in Sriharikota, Andhra Prades.

Skyroot’s Vikram-1becomes India’s first
successful private orbital launch vehicle

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)

Skyroot Aerospace’s
Vikram-I, a small satellite
launch vehicle developed
by an Indian space start-
up, successfully lifted off
from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre (SDSC),
Sriharikota, on July 18,

2026, at 12:05:30 PM, mark-
ing a historic milestone in
India’s space programme.
With this mission, Skyroot
Aerospace became the
first private Indian com-
pany to successfully
launch a rocket into orbit
from Indian soil, and that

PM Modi dedicates 75 redeveloped
Amrit Bharat stations to nation

New Delhi (TSIT)

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday dedicat-
ed 75 redeveloped railway
stations across the country
to the nation under the
flagship Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme, marking a
major milestone in the
modernisation of India's
railway infrastructure.

The newly transformed
stations, spread across 20
States, have been devel-
oped as modern, passen-
ger-friendly transit hubs
with improved amenities,
enhanced accessibility and
future-ready facilities. The
redevelopment works
were completed at a com-
bined cost of approximate-
ly 1,570 crore.

The revamped stations
feature upgraded passen-
ger facilities while incor-
porating architectural ele-
ments reflecting local and
regional heritage. The ini-
tiative aims to provide a
better travel experience
for passengers and
strengthen railway infra-
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structure across the coun-
try.This marks the second
major nationwide dedica-
tion of redeveloped sta-
tions under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme by
the Prime Minister.
Earlier, on May 22, 2025,
Prime Minister Modi dedi-
cated 103 redeveloped
Amrit Bharat Stations
across 18 States and Union
Territories to the nation.

The Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme is part of
the government's broader
infrastructure develop-
ment vision aimed at
transforming railway sta-
tions into world-class facil-
ities that cater to the grow-
ing needs of passengers
while preserving local cul-
tural identity.

too in its maiden orbital
launch attempt. The
achievement follows the
Government of India’s
space sector reforms
announced in 2020, which
opened up space activities
for private companies.
Vikram-I carried multi-

Rahul attacks Centre
over Sonam Wangchuk's
hospitalisation

New Delhi (TSIT):

After Delhi Police hospital-
ised climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk over his deterio-
rating health following 20
days of hunger strike, Lok
Sabha Leader of Opposition
(LoP) and Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday
launched a scathing attack
on the BJP-led Central gov-
ernment, accusing it of
"Asatya (lies) and Hinsa
(violence)".Taking to X

with the hashtag
'ChhatronKiGoonj', LoP
Gandhi said: "The core

tenets of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment are 'Asatya’ and
'Hinsa'. The removal of
Sonam Wangchuk ji from
Jantar Mantar while he
was on a non-violent hun-
ger strike is wrong.

CM Revanth lays foundation stone
for Andesri Smriti Vanam

Hyderabad (TSIT):

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Saturday laid the foun-
dation stone for Andesri Smriti
Vanam and paid rich tributes to
noted Telangana poet Andesri,
describing him as a lifelong
source of inspiration whose
writings fuelled the Telangana
movement and awakened public
consciousness.

Addressing the gathering, the
Chief Minister said Andesri was
not merely a poet but an "elder
brother" who inspired him dur-
ing difficult phases of political
life. He said the iconic "Jaya
Jayahe Telangana" song, writ-
ten by Andesri, was deliberately

sidelined during the previous
government's tenure but has
now found its rightful place in
schools and public institutions
across the State.

Launching a sharp attack on
the previous BRS government,

Revanth Reddy alleged that
despite issuing recruitment noti-
fications, it failed to complete
the process, while his govern-
ment filled over 70,000 govern-
ment jobs within a short period.

He accused the previous
administration of failing to
address unemployment and
assured that his government
would continue filling every
vacant post through a transpar-
ent process. The Chief Minister
also highlighted that
Shankaramma and a grand-
daughter of Chakali lamma had
been appointed to the State
Women's Commission, while
Prof. M. Kodandaram was nomi-
nated to the Legislative Council.

ple payloads, including two
satellites — SCOPE and
Grahaa — which were suc-
cessfully placed into Low
Earth Orbit (LEO). The
remaining payloads on the
rocket’s upper stage will be
used for various in-orbit
experiments. Earlier,
Skyroot Aerospace had
conducted the sub-orbital
test launch of Vikram-S
from Sriharikota on

November 18, 2022.

IAF’s Ratale to be part of mega air

1n

exercise ‘Pitch Black’

NEW DELHI: Multiple
Rafale aircraft of the
Indian Air Force (IAF)
will be part of the mega
international air exercise
‘Pitch Black’ set to be host-
ed by Australia from July
20 to August 7, officials
said. The exercise will
sharpen operational syn-
ergy and facilitate the
exchange of best practices,
the IAF said on Friday.
Pitch Black is the Royal
Australian Air Force’s
(RAAF) largest interna-
tional exercise featuring
complex, combat-like sce-
narios across one of the
largest military training
areas in the world over a
three-week period in
Darwin, according to the
RAAF’s website.
Alongside the exercise,
the Northern Territory
community will once
again have the opportuni-
ty to see participating air-
craft in the air and on the
ground, and meet military
personnel from Brunei,
Canada, Fiji, Finland,
France, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Malaysia, New
Zealand, Papua New
Guinea, Philippines,
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AP to Become Pollution-Free
State: CM Naidu

Visakhapatnam (TSIT):

Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu said
that the goal of the Swachh
Andhra-Swarna Andhra
programme is to build a
clean, prosperous, and pollu-
tion-free Andhra Pradesh.
Participating in the 18th pro-
gramme held in Gudivada,
he urged people to adopt
waste-free and eco-friendly
lifestyles.

The Chief Minister laid

foundation stones for
municipal and public
health works  worth

Rs.15,274 crore across 120
urban local bodies. He also
inaugurated waste-to-ener-
gy plants and presented
Operation Clean Sweep
awards to several munici-
palities.Naidu said cleanli-
ness is not just about sweep-
ing roads but about improv-
ing public health and pro-
tecting the environment.
He called upon citizens to
take responsibility for
keeping their surround-

ings clean and support the
government’s sanitation
initiatives.He announced
that door-to-door waste col-
lection would be strength-
ened with electric vehicles
and said the state aims to
become garbage-free by
October 2 through effective
waste management pro-
grammes.

The Chief Minister also
announced that funds under

Republic of Korea,
Singapore, Spain, Sweden,
Thailand, the UK and the
US, it says.

The IAF posted on X on
Friday, “The Indian Air
Force contingent has land-
ed in Australia for
Exercise Pitch Black 2026.
The premier biennial mul-
tinational air combat exer-
cise brings together Air
Forces of 19 nations. It pro-
vides a unique platform to
enhance interoperability
and strengthen operation-
al cooperation.”

“Flying the formidable
Rafale, the IAF will train
alongside friendly Air
Forces. The exercise will
sharpen operational syn-
ergy and facilitate the

exchange of best practices.
Ready. Capable. Focused,”
it said, sharing some pho-
tos of the IAF’s fighter jets
and air warriors. 72nd
National Film Awards
2026 HIGHLIGHTS: Tamil
cinema leaves its mark
with wins for Raayan,
Amaran, Captain Miller

Without specifying any
number, a senior official
said that multiple Rafale
jets will be taking part in
the exercise. Besides, C-17
Globemaster aircraft also
flew to Australia as part of
the IAF team, the official
added, without specifying
any number of the trans-
port aircraft.

The Indian Embassy in
Jakarta also shared an
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the Thalliki Vandanam
scheme would be credited to
mothers’ accounts from July
22 to 24, benefiting over 67
lakh students.

He further stated that
strict action would be taken
against those involved in
illegal activities and mis-
use of social media.
Ministers, MPs, MLAs, and
senior officials attended
the programme.

Australia

update on the fighter jets
and their mid-air refuel-
ling.

“Strengthening India-
Indonesia partnerships
IL-78 Air to Air Refueller
of Indian Air Force oper-
ated from Juanda airport,
Surabaya; to carry out
mid-air refuelling of IAF
Rafale fighter a/c transit-
ing Indonesian airspace,
to participate in Ex Pitch
Black in Darwin,
Australia,” it posted on X.

“Embassy and Air
Warriors of India thank
and appreciate assistance
and opportunity extended
by the government of
Indonesia in allowing
Indian military platforms
to operate from
Indonesia,” it said, attach-
ing some photos to the
post. According to the
RAAF’swebsite, “Exercise
Pitch Black returns to the
Top End from July 20 to
August 7, creating an
opportunity for over 100
aircraft and personnel
from 19 allied and partner
nations to exercise togeth-
er, and strengthen region-
al and global interopera-
bility.”

India gets its first hydrogen train

CHENNATI Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
July 17 flagged off India's
first hydrogen-powered
train at Jind in Haryana,
marking the country's
entry into a select group of
nations operating hydrogen
trains. Developed by the
Chennai-based Integral
Coach Factory (ICF), the
train has been designed,
engineered and integrated
in India using indigenous
technology, the train is part
of the Railways' push

towards cleaner and more
sustainable transport.The
10-coach train will operate
between Haryana's Jind
and Sonipat, covering the
89-km route in about two
hours with 12 intermediate

stops. It is essentially an §

electric train that produces
its own electricity. Instead
of drawing power from
overhead wires, hydrogen
stored in high-pressure
tanks reacts with oxygen
from the air inside a fuel
cell to generate electricity.
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AP CM, Dy CM congratulate
Skyroot Aerospace, ISRO

Vijayawada (TSIT) Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu and
deputy Chief Minister K
Pawan Kalyan on Saturday

congratulated Skyroot
Aerospace for Vikram 1 suc-
cessfully reaching orbit.In a
message, the Chief Minister
said: “India has crossed
another historic milestone.
With Vikram-1 successfully
reaching orbit on its maiden
mission, India has demon-
strated that our private
space sector is ready to
stand alongside the world’s
best. This achievement
marks the dawn of a new era
wherein the strength of our
scientific institutions and
the ingenuity of Indian
entrepreneurs come togeth-
er to push the boundaries of
innovation.”

“Heartiest congratula-
tions to Skyroot Aerospace
and ISRO, IN-SPACe, NSIL,
and the thousands of scien-
tists, engineers, technicians,
and partners whose vision,
perseverance, and excel-
lence made this remarkable
achievement possible. This
is a proud moment for every

Indian and an inspiration
for generations of young
innovators. May India’s
journey to the stars contin-
ue to soar,” he said.Deputy
CM Pawan Kalyan said:
“Today, Bharat didn’t just
celebrate a successful
launch. It celebrated the
dawn of a new era of innova-
tion, enterprise, and limit-
less possibilities. Heartiest
congratulations to Skyroot
Aerospace, ISRO, and
IN-SPACe on the successful
launch of Vikram-1, India’s
first privately developed
orbital rocket. This land-
mark achievement reflects
the transformative vision of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to open India’s space
sector to private participa-
tion, laying the foundation
for a vibrant ecosystem of
innovation and entrepre-
neurship.”

“The success of Mission
Aagaman is not only a mile-
stone in space exploration
but also a catalyst for new
opportunities in science,
technology, research, manu-
facturing, startups, and
high-skilled employment. It
strengthens India’s position
as a global innovation pow-
erhouse and inspires mil-
lions of young minds to turn
their aspirations into
achievements.

TTD plans stronger safety SkyrootsVikram-I becomes
measures on Alipiri path to
tackle wildlife threats

South

Tirumala, July 18 : Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) Additional
Executive Officer Sri C.H. Venkayya
Chowdary on Saturday directed offi-
cials to implement stronger safety mea-
sures for devotees using the Alipiri
walking path and prepare a comprehen-
sive action plan to control the move-
ment of wild animals in the Tirumala
forest region.

Chairing a review meeting with TTD
and Forest Department officials at the
Sudharma Meeting Hall in the
Padmavathi Rest House, Tirumala, the
Additional EO stressed the need for
coordinated efforts among all depart-
ments to ensure the safety of devotees.

Venkayya Chowdary instructed offi-
cials to conduct a detailed analysis of
wild animal incidents reported in recent
years, study their patterns and prepare
a permanent preventive strategy. He

directed officials to scientifically exam-
ine the movement routes and behaviour
of wild animals, identify vulnerable
zones and implement suitable safety
measures.

He also asked officials to review the
three major risk factors already identi-
fied regarding wildlife movement and
prepare an action plan to minimise
threats. Regular assessment of the num-
ber and condition of wild animals in the
Tirumala forest area was also empha-
sised.

The Additional EO directed offi-
cials to study the impact of shops
operating along the Alipiri walking
path on wildlife movement and devo-
tee safety. He stressed strengthening
waste management systems in forest
areas to prevent food waste from
attracting wild animals towards the
pedestrian route.

first private
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Indian rocket

to reach orbit

Sriharikota, July 18

Skyroot Aerospace's Vikram-I
small satellite launch vehicle
successfully lifted off from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre,
Sriharikota, on Saturday,
marking a historic milestone
in India's space programme as
the first orbital launch by a
private Indian company from
Indian soil.The rocket was
launched at 12:05:30 PM and
successfully placed multiple
payloads into orbit, including
two satellites — SCOPE and
Grahaa — into Low Earth
Orbit (LEO). Other payloads
carried by the upper stage will
be used for various in-orbit
experiments.

The achievement follows
the Government of India's
space sector  reforms
announced in 2020, which
opened the sector for greater
private participation. The new
Indian Space Policy has accel-
erated the growth of space
startups involved in launch
vehicles, satellite development
and space applications.

With the successful mission,
Skyroot Aerospace has become
the first private Indian com-
pany to conduct an orbital
launch from the country,
achieving the feat in its maid-
en attempt.The Vikram-I is a

four-stage rocket featuring
three solid propulsion stages
and one liquid stage, designed
to launch small satellites into
LEO. Skyroot had earlier con-
ducted the successful sub-
orbital test flight of Vikram-S
from Sriharikota on November
18, 2022.

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) and
IN-SPACe provided extensive
support to the mission by
enabling access to testing facili-
ties, technical assistance and
launch-related infrastructure.
ISRO facilities at Satish
Dhawan Space Centre were
used for solid motor casting
and validation, while the lig-
uid engine Raman-I under-
went testing at the Liquid
Propulsion Systems Centre
(LPSC).IN-SPACe facilitated
regulatory approvals, tech-
nical consultations, mission
readiness reviews and
access to ISRO facilities for
the private space venture.
ISRO and IN-SPACe con-
gratulated Skyroot
Aerospace on the successful
maiden orbital launch, stat-
ing that the mission would
encourage more private sec-
tor participation and open
new global commercial
opportunities in space.

SVIMS hosts CME on obesity
management and mobility

Experts highlight importance of weight control, diabetic foot care
and early diagnosis of endocrine disorders

Minister Nara Lokesh attended with his son the launch programme of **Vikram-1 (Mission
Agaman)** — India’s first private orbital rocket — conducted from the Satish Dhawan

Space Centre (SHAR), Sriharikota.

The South India Times

Tirupati, July 18 : The
Department of Endocrinology at
Sri Venkateswara Institute of
Medical Sciences (SVIMS) organ-
ised a Continuing Medical
Education (CME) programme
titled “Obesity to Mobility” on
Saturday as part of the Andhra
Pradesh Endocrine Society
Annual Conference, focusing on
obesity-related health challenges
and advanced treatment
approaches.

The programme was held at the

Block, SVIMS, under the guid-

Chancellor Dr. R.V. Kumar.
SVIMS Medical Superintendent
Dr. Ram informed that the ses-
sion aimed to create awareness
among medical professionals
about the impact of obesity and
related complications.

Prof. & Head, Unit-1, Dr. Nitin
Kapoor from CMC Vellore deliv-
ered a presentation on
“Musculoskeletal Health in
Obesity”, explaining that exces-
sive weight places pressure on
muscles, joints and bones,
increasing the risk of knee pain,

Sri Padmavathi Auditorium, OPD

ance of SVIMS Director and Vice-

back pain and mobility-related
problems. He stressed the impor-
tance of balanced nutrition, regu-
lar physical activity, weight man-
agement and supervised weight
reduction programmes to improve
quality of life.

Prof. & Head Dr. Sriram Mahadevan
from SRM Medical College,
Chennai, spoke on “Lessons from
Atypical Presentations,
Complications and South Indian
Experience on Primary
Hyperparathyroidism”. He high-
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lighted the need for early diagnosis
and timely treatment to prevent
complications affecting bones and
kidneys.Prof. & Head Dr. Sambit
Das from Bhubaneswar presented
on “Classification and Evaluation of
Diabetic Foot”, emphasising early
detection, regular foot examinations
and proper care among diabetic
patients to prevent ulcers, infections
and amputations.

A discussion session followed the
presentations, with faculty mem-
bers, doctors and postgraduate stu-

dents interacting with experts and
clarifying their queries.

The programme concluded with
Associate Professor Dr. Gayatri
expressing gratitude to the speakers,
organisers and participants. The
event was attended by Dean Dr.
Alok Sachan, Senior Grade
Professor & Head of Medicine Dr.
Alladi Mohan, Principal of Sri
Padmavathi Women’s Medical
College Dr. Umamaheshwar Rao,
Head of Community Medicine Dr.
Anju and other faculty members.

"The future of revenue administration will not be defined merely by digitising land records. It will be shaped by how effectively technology, trans-

By Ramesh Paka

and is far more

than a physical

asset. It represents

identity, liveli-
hood, security, inheritance
and economic opportunity.
For decades, revenue
administration has
remained one of the most
important pillars of gover-
nance, responsible for
maintaining land records,
protecting government
property, resolving dis-
putes and implementing
welfare programmes.

Revenue Administration 2.0: The Next Decade

parency and public trust come together to protect one of society's most valuable assets—land."

Today, however, citizens
expect far more than certi-
fied copies of records. They
demand transparent, tech-
nology-driven, time-bound
and citizen-friendly servic-
es.

The next decade presents
a unique opportunity to
transform revenue admin-
istration from a record-
keeping institution into an
intelligent governance eco-
system. Revenue
Administration 2.0 is not
simply about digitising
files; it is about creating a
system that delivers real-
time, accurate and efficient
public services.

While computerised land
records, online registra-
tions, digital mutation sys-
tems and GIS-based map-

infrastructure

ping have improved trans-
parency, digitisation alone
is not transformation. The
real goal is to build an inte-
grated digital land informa-
tion system where every
parcel of land has a unique
digital identity backed by
authenticated legal and spa-
tial data. Such integration
would reduce disputes,
curb fraudulent transac-
tions, simplify property
verification and strengthen
public confidence while
enabling governments to
make evidence-based policy
decisions.

Artificial Intelligence
(AI) is expected to become a
powerful partner in this
transformation. Rather
than replacing revenue offi-
cials, AI can assist them by

detecting discrepancies in
land records, analysing
mutation pendency, identi-
fying encroachments and
recognising suspicious
transaction patterns within
seconds. Predictive analyt-
ics can help identify areas
vulnerable to disputes, pri-
oritise surveys and monitor
compliance with court
orders. However, AI must
remain an aid to human
judgment, as legal interpre-
tation, administrative dis-
cretion and natural justice
can never be fully automat-
ed.

Similarly, Geographic
Information Systems (GIS)
and drone technology are
revolutionising land admin-
istration. GIS integrates
ownership records, satellite

imagery,
and environmental data,
enabling better planning
for roads, irrigation, indus-
tries and urban develop-
ment. Drone-based surveys
equipped with high-resolu-
tion imaging and LiDAR
technology provide faster,
more accurate and trans-
parent mapping while sup-
porting disaster manage-
ment, crop monitoring and
encroachment detection.
Technology, however, has
little value unless it
improves citizens' lives.
The revenue office of the
future should not only be
paperless but effortless.
Citizens should be able to
access records, track appli-
cations, verify property
details and receive services

online without unnecessary
visits to government offic-
es. At the same time, assist-
ed service centres must
ensure that rural, elderly
and digitally disadvantaged
citizens are not excluded.
As governance becomes
increasingly digital, cyber-
security will become
equally important. Strong
authentication systems,
encrypted databases,
blockchain-supported
audit trails and regular
security audits are essen-
tial to protect valuable
land records from cyber
threats and fraud.
Ultimately, technology
alone cannot transform
institutions. Success will
depend on trained, ethical
and citizen-focused officials

who combine technological
competence with empathy
and integrity. Revenue
Administration 2.0 is more
than a technological
upgrade; it is a vision for
smarter, transparent and
trusted governance. As
India moves towards data-
driven development, the
coming decade offers an
opportunity not only to mod-
ernise land administration
but also to strengthen the
relationship between citi-
zens and the State. The
future of revenue adminis-
tration will be measured not
merely by advanced technol-
ogy but by the trust it earns
from the people it serves.
The Writer is General Secretary
Telangana Tahsildars'
Association
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Karnataka

MADRAS HC ORDERS FRESH PROBE INTO ATTACK ON

MEDICAL COLLEGE WARDEN
FIVY @ -

MADURALI Holding that a
Magistrate cannot
mechanically accept a
police closure report, the
Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court has
ordered a fresh investiga-
tion into the alleged attack
on the men's hostel senior
warden's car following
anti-raggingaction against
students at Tirunelveli
Medical College.

Allowing the Criminal
Revision case, Justice L
Victoria Gowri set aside
the Judicial Magistrate's
order accepting the police
"undetected" or closure
report and directed the
Tirunelveli City Police
Commissioner to entrust
the investigation to a dif-
ferent officer not below the
rank of Deputy
Superintendent of Police/
Assistant Commissioner
of Police under the super-
vision of a senior officer.
The Court also directed

the police to complete the
investigation and file a
final report within three
months.

“This court is conscious
of the limited scope of revi-
sional jurisdiction. The
revisional court doesn’t
ordinarily interfere with
every order passed by the
learned Magistrate.
However, where order suf-

fers from non-application
of mind, where relevant
materials have not been
considered, where the
investigation  appears
incomplete, where the
learned Magistrate has
failed to exercise jurisdic-
tion vested in law, the
interference is justified,"
the Court said. Observing
that the present case is not

one where the petitioner
seeks the conviction of any
named students by way of
revision, the Justice said
the limited prayer is for
further investigation by a
different competent officer
under senior supervision.
The case relates to the
plea over an alleged attack
on the car of Dr Kannan
Baba, the senior warden of

the men's hostel at
Tirunelveli Medical
College Hostel in 2024.

The petitioner was
entrusted with the
responsibility of moni-
toring ragging activities.
The attack followed a dis-
ciplinary action against
final-year students in
connection with the rag-
ging of first-year stu-
dents. The police had
filed an "undetected"
report, which was accept-
ed by the Magistrate
before being challenged
in the High Court.

Bengaluru: Former Chief Minister
and MP Basavaraj Bommai has
expressed his deep condolences over
the passing of Chennamma, the wife
of former Prime Minister H.D. Deve
Gowda, stating that her demise has
caused immense pain. "Chennamma
ji was like a mother to all of us. I
shared a very close and warm rela-
tionship with her family," Bommai

said.

Speaking to the media after paying
his final respects to Chennamma’s
mortal remains at a private hospital,
he mentioned that she had been suf-
fering from health issues for the past
year and passed away due to breath-

ing difficulties.

"Chennamma ji was like a mother
to us. I shared a very affectionate
bond with their family. Despite being
the wife of the country's former Prime
Minister, she possessed no pride or

arrogance and treated everyone with

love. Deve Gowda ji is deeply shocked
by her departure. I pray that God
gives Deve Gowda ji the strength to

Former Prime Minister Deve Gowda's
wife Chennamma passes away

Bengaluru:  Former
Prime Minister H. D. Deve
Gowda's wife Chennamma
(85), who was suffering
from a serious illness for
the past several days, has
passed away. Her death is
like the end of an era, and
the strongest pillar of Deve
Gowda's life has been
removed.

President  Draupadi
Murmu, Vice President
C.P. Radhakrishnan,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Karnataka
Governor Thawar Chand
Gehlot, Union Ministers
Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah,
Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, Deputy
Chief Minister Dr. G.
Parameshwara, former
Chief Ministers B.S.
Yediyurappa,
Siddaramaiah, Union
Ministers Prahlad Joshi,
Shobha Karandlaje, BJP
State President B. Y. Many
dignitaries including
Vijayendra have
expressed deep condolenc-
es. The deceased is sur-
vived by former Prime
Minister H.D. Deve
Gowda, sons H.D.
Balakrishna Gowda, H.D.
Revanna, H.D.
Kumaraswamy, son-in-
law Dr. C.N. Manjunath,
daughters Anasuya,

Shailaja, sons-in-law and
grandchildren, as well as
relatives, friends and
immense fans.

The last rites of the
deceased will be held on
Sunday in Padavalahippe
village in Holenarasipur
taluk of Hassan district,
family sources said.
Chennamma, who had
been suffering from
breathing problems for the
past few days, was admit-
ted to Manipal Hospital on
HAL Airport Road in
Bengaluru.

She was being treated
by a team led by Manipal
Hospital's expert doctors
Dr. Satyanarayana
Mysore and Dr. Sunil
Karanth. Chennamma,
who was undergoing treat-
ment in the emergency
room, had developed
severe breathing problems
since morning. Although
the blood pressure was
normal, doctors gave vari-
ous treatments for breath-
ing problems, but their
efforts to save him were
unsuccessful. At this time,
former Prime Minister
H.D. Deve Gowda, Union
Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy, former
Minister H.D. Revanna
and some family members
were present in the hospi-

tal. Body to be brought to
Padmanabhanagar resi-

dence: Former Prime
Minister H.D. Deve
Gowda's godmother

Chennammara's body will
be brought to her
Padmanabhanagar resi-
dence at 9 pm on Saturday.
Arrangements will be
made for darshan after the
traditional rituals are per-
formed at the house.

Chennammara's body
will be allowed to be seen
until Sunday afternoon.
Then the body will be
taken to Haradanahalli in
Holenarasipur taluk of
Hassan district and
arrangements will be
made for public darshan.
Sources close to the Gowda
family said that the last
rites will be performed on
Monday with religious
rites.

Sons who mourn

As the doctors officially
announced that
Chennamma Deve Gowda
had passed away, the sons
and daughters in the hos-
pital wept bitterly remem-
bering their mother.

They could not hold
back their tears as they
remembered their mother
who had dedicated her
entire life for the prosperi-
ty of their lives.

Indian Men’s and Women’s Teams
Depart for Youth Hockey5s Asian
Championship Muscat 2026

New Delhi : The Indian
Men’s and Women’s Teams
departed from the Indira
Gandhi International
Airport in Delhi on
Saturday to participate in
the inaugural Youth
Hockey5s Asian
Championship in Muscat,
Oman — scheduled to be
held from 20 to 25 July 2026.

The tournament features
Asia's top emerging talent
and serves as the official
Asian qualifier for the inau-
gural FIH Ul18 Youth

Hockey5s World Cup.

The Indian Men's Team,
coached by Sardar Singh,
has been placed in the Elite
Pool alongside Oman,
Pakistan and Bangladesh.

The Indian Women's
Team, coached by Rani, will
compete with China,
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan
in the Elite Pool.India will
begin its campaign on 20
July, with the men's team
taking on Bangladesh and
the women's team facing
Kazakhstan.

Bengaluru Bisons Unveils Team Identity Ahead of
Inaugural Karnataka Kabaddi Premier League

Hyderabad: In a remark-
able medical milestone,
doctors at Kamineni
Hospital successfully per-
formed a complex radical
nephrectomy (complete
removal of the cancer-
affected Kkidney) on a
9l-year-old patient diag-
nosed with an aggressive
form of Renal Cell
Carcinoma (RCC), demon-
strating that advanced age
alone should never pre-
vent patients from receiv-
ing curative cancer treat-
ment.

The patient, Sri
Subhramanyam, a retired
Central Government
employee, was diagnosed
with a large right-sided
kidney tumour. While kid-
ney cancer surgery is a
major procedure in itself,
operating on a nonagenar-
ian presents exceptional
challenges due to fragile
blood vessels, reduced
physiological reserve and

increased anaesthetic and
post-operative risks. After
a comprehensive medical
evaluation, the multidisci-
plinary team determined
that the patient was fit to
undergo surgery.

The procedure was suc-
cessfully led by Dr. G.
Avinash Reddy, Senior
Consultant Surgical

Oncologist,

Kamineni
Hospitals along with an

artery and vein. Despite
the tumour's complexity,

advanced Intensive Care
Unit (ICU), where he
received continuous car-
diac and kidney function
monitoring, specialised
respiratory care, early
mobilisation and person-
alised pain management.
This coordinated post-
operative care played a
crucial role in preventing
complications and ensur-
ing a smooth recovery.
Speaking on the success-
ful outcome, Dr. G.
Avinash Reddy said, This
case proves that age alone
should never determine
whether a patient receives
cancer treatment. Careful
patient selection, meticu-

experienced team of anaes-
thesiologists, intensivists,
nurses and physiothera-
pists. The surgery involved

meticulous dissection
around the inferior vena
cava, one of the body's
largest veins, and careful
isolation of the renal

the cancerous kidney was
removed successfully with
minimal blood loss, mark-
ing a significant achieve-
ment in geriatric cancer
surgery.

Following the operation,
the patient was shifted to
Kamineni Hospital's

lous surgical planning and
a strong multidisciplinary
approach can deliver
excellent outcomes even in
patients over 90 years of
age. Modern cancer care is
guided by a patient's over-
all fitness rather than
chronological age.

bear the loss of his lifelong compan-
ion, grants his family the fortitude to
endure this immense pain, and may
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MP BASAVARAJ BOMMAI CONDOLES THE PASSING
OF DEVE GOWDA'S WIFE CHENNAMMA

Chennamma was like a mother to me: Basavaraj Bommai

Chennamma ji's soul rest in eternal
peace," he stated in his condolence
message.

PhysicsWallah (PW) Celebrates Student
Performance in NEET 2026

New Delhi : Education
company PhysicsWallah
(PW) has announced its
NEET 2026 results, with
multiple students securing
spots in the top NEET All
India Rank (AIR).

Ravikant Diwakar (AIR
55), Shivansh Anand (AIR
152), Divyansh Jaiswal
(AIR 173), and Sakshi
Kumari (AIR 192) were
some of the high-perform-
ing students, to name a
few. These achievements
are a testament to the flex-
ibility of the learning eco-
system that PW tries to
provide, with students
securing high scores
through either online
courses or offline, tech-
enabled PW Vidyapeeth
centres, depending on
their individual preferenc-
es and learning styles.

Additionally, an event
was held in Bengaluru, cel-
ebrating the strong perfor-
mance of students.
Shashank P (AIR 2197),
Shrinidhi Raikar (AIR
4433) and Dhruva S (AIR
2422), amongst others,
were some of the high-per-
forming students of
PhysicsWallah in the city.

“I am so happy to see my
hard work pay off,” said
Ravikant Diwakar. “PW’s
batches completely cleared

up all my confusion. The
teachers explained the
concepts so well that I
actually understood the
logic behind the formulas
instead of just memorising
them. Whenever 1 got
stuck on a tough problem,
the video explanations
showed me the right steps
instantly, which saved me
alot of time.”

“Getting this score feels
amazing, and I'm glad all
my effort worked out,”
said Shivansh Anand.
“The biggest help for me
was the daily practice
papers. Taking those regu-
lar tests taught me exactly
how to pace myself and
manage my time without
panicking. The teachers
also helped clear my

doubts and showed me
where I was making mis-
takes, which helped me fix
them before the real
exam.”

Alakh Pandey, Founder
and CEO of PhysicsWallah
(PW), said,
“Congratulations to every
NEET 2026 aspirant who
poured their hard work,
discipline, and heart into
this journey. Your dedica-
tion is truly commendable.
To those celebrating their
results today, your success
is well-earned. And to
those who fell short of
their goals, remember that
this exam is just a single
milestone, not the mea-
sure of your worth or your
future. Your potential is
vast, and this is merely
one chapter in a long, suc-
cessful journey ahead.”

PhysicsWallah’s (PW)
approach to NEET coach-
ing is built on offering
accessible, affordable, and
high-quality learning. The
platform integrates tech-
led solutions such as daily
practice questions, mock
tests with video solutions,
24x7 doubt resolution, and
Al-personalised revision
journeys, ensuring that
students stay on track,
regardless of their location
or background.

Bank of India celebrates Kisan
Diwas in Warangal

Warangal : Bank of India
(BOI) on Saturday organ-
ised a grand Kisan Diwas
(Farmers' Day) felicitation
programme at Deepu
Function Hall in Khila
Warangal, reaffirming its
commitment to supporting
farmers and promoting sus-
tainable agriculture.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Chief Guest and BOI
General Manager Mukesh
Sharma said the bank is
committed to providing
timely loans for agriculture,
business, housing, vehicles
and education. He said the
programme was organised
to recognise the contribu-
tion of farmers and to high-
light the bank's initiatives
for their welfare and devel-
opment.

Stating that the progress
of farmers is vital to the
nation's growth, Sharma
urged customers to remain
vigilant against cyber fraud.
He advised the public not to
share OTPs or personal
banking information with

anyone claiming to be a
bank representative over
phone calls or messages. He
assured customers that
Bank of India remains com-
mitted to delivering prompt
and efficient banking ser-
vices.Highlighting  the
bank's 120-year legacy as
one of the country's leading
public sector banks, Sharma
expressed confidence that
BOI would continue to
expand with the support of
its customers while contrib-
uting to national develop-
ment.As part of the pro-
gramme, cheques were dis-
tributed to women's self-

Fay

help groups to promote
financial inclusion and eco-
nomic empowerment.

BOI Telangana Zonal
Manager Mukesh Kumar,
Deputy General Manager
Tushar Kanth Jha, Deputy
Zonal Manager Kalyan
Chakravarthy, FBOIOA
President Galeti
Nageshwar, All India SC/
ST/OBC Association lead-
ers Lavudya Rajender,
Uday Daravath and Shashi
Kanth, Senior Branch
Manager B. Rajesh, bank
managers, field officers,
staff members and custom-
ers attended the event.
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EDITORIAL

US Attorney Backs
DOJ's Explanation for

Dropping Adani Case

After Judge's Questions

The US attorney whose role in the decision to drop the
criminal case against billionaire tycoon Gautam Adani
was questioned by a federal judge has now told the court
that he was not the decisionmaker and has no reason to
doubt the Department of Justice’s explanation for aban-

doning the prosecution.

In a sworn declaration filed on Friday (July 17), Joseph
Nocella Jr., the US attorney for the eastern district of New
York, said that principal associate deputy attorney general
R. Trent McCotter alone decided to seek dismissal of the
indictment after considering arguments presented by
defence lawyers and Justice Department officials. Nocella
said he attended several meetings in the case but that
McCotter ultimately exercised his authority to conclude
that further government resources should not be devoted

to the prosecution.

“I was not the decisionmaker for the motion to dismiss,”
Nocella said. He added that both his May 11 email to
defence lawyers and his signing of the Justice
Department’s May 18 motion to dismiss were done at
McCotter’s “direction, or authorisation”.

He also told the court that he had “no basis to believe” that
the reasons advanced by McCotter for dismissing the
indictment were not “the real grounds upon which the
application is based”.Judge Nicholas Garaufis had direct-
ed Nocella to file the declaration after finding that a decla-
ration submitted by Adani’s lawyer, Robert Giuffra Jr.,
appeared to conflict with McCotter’s earlier assertion that
he had been the “final and sole decisionmaker” behind the
government’s move to dismiss the indictment. Giuffra’s
declaration disclosed a May 11 email from Nocella to
defence lawyers rejecting one aspect of a settlement pro-
posal while stating that “other grounds for resolution of
the pending criminal charges with the Department of
Justice are being explored”. Specifically, Nocella wrote
that the Justice Department “categorically rejected” the
portion of the joint defence offer that proposed resolving
the criminal charges “by, in part, a general proposal to
invest $10 billion in the United States. He also clarified
that any settlements with the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) or the Treasury Department’s Office of
Foreign Assets Control would remain independent of the
criminal case.In his July 15 order, judge Garaufis said the
email appeared to suggest that Nocella was involved in
determining the “grounds for resolution” of the criminal
case as recently as May 11, about a week before the Justice
Department moved to dismiss the indictment. That, the
judge wrote, appeared to contradict McCotter’s claim that
he alone made the decision and called into question
whether the reasons offered by the department were the
complete explanation for seeking dismissal. The judge
therefore ordered Nocella to state under oath whether he
agreed with McCotter’s stated reasons for dismissing the
case and whether any additional grounds existed for the
decision. The declaration comes after judge Garaufis
repeatedly questioned the Justice Department’s attempt to
dismiss the criminal case against Adani.

Edit
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INSIDE SONAM WANGCHUK'S EMERGENCY WARD

BARRICADES, SECURITY
CORDON, QUESTIONS

The atmosphere inside Delhi's
Safdarjung Hospital shifted from
routine medical chaos to a high-
security fortress the moment
Sonam Wangchuk was wheeled in.
The engineer, activist and environ-
mentalist, who had been on a 21-day
hunger strike at Jantar Mantar to
demand the resignation of Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan over paper leaks, was
moved from the protest site and
brought to the emergency ward of
the hospital by the Delhi Police due
to his deteriorating health.
Walking into the hospital felt like
entering a restricted zone. The air
was thick with tension. Every sin-
gle entrance, corridor, and exit was
heavily guarded by Delhi Police
officers. Iron barricades lined the
hallways and personnel were stop-
ping almost everyone - questioning
visitors, attendants, and even
patients before letting them pass.
By the time I managed to make my
way into the emergency ward, the
security presence had doubled.
Security officials stood shoulder to
shoulder, their eyes scanning the
crowd. Hospital staff, nurses, and
relatives of other patients stopped
in their tracks, looking around
with a mix of curiosity and anxiety.
Whispers echoed through the halls
as people tried to piece together
what was happening. "Who is
inside? Why is there so much secu-
rity?" was the silent question on
everyone's face. Sonam Wangchuk
was moved into the emergency
ward at exactly 7.30 am. A dedicat-
ed team of doctors was already at
his bedside, conducting a series of
medical tests. Also beside him,
amidst the chaos of police presence
and medical equipment, stood his
wife. The hunger strike at Jantar
Mantar may have been paused, but
inside the walls of Safdarjung, a dif-
ferent, quieter battle had just
begun. A medical bulletin released
on Saturday afternoon by
Safdarjung Hospital stated that
Wangchuk has refused intravenous
fluids and any other medication
advised by doctors. "Although

intravenous fluids were advised,
the patient has refused all intra-
venous fluids, oral rehydration
solution and any other medica-
tion," the hospital said. He is being
continuously monitored and coun-
selled to accept treatment in the
interest of his health, the statement
added. I reached Jantar Mantar at
around 7 am on Saturday, expect-
ing another day of protest as sup-
porters prepared for what was to be
the 21st day of Sonam Wangchuk's
indefinite hunger strike. Instead, it
quickly became evident that some-
thing unusual was about to unfold.
Security was unusually heavy.
Delhi Police personnel were
deployed in large numbers, along
with the Rapid Action Force, CRPF
and other paramilitary units.
Several officers were in plain
clothes, making it difficult to distin-
guish them from the crowd. There
was a sense of uncertainty among
the protesters, who appeared anx-
ious but were unaware of what was
about to happen. Wangchuk had
joined the protest on June 28 and
had been on an indefinite hunger
strike since then. According to
those associated with the protest,
he had lost nearly 8.5 to 9 kg and his

health had severely deteriorated.
His condition became the subject of
a petition before the Delhi High
Court, which observed that "every
life is precious". The court directed
the Central and Delhi Governments
to ensure his daily medical exami-
nation and ordered that a team of
doctors continuously monitor his
health. Events on Saturday morn-
ing unfolded rapidly. A group of
police personnel moved towards
the main stage where Wangchuk
was resting. They quickly covered
the stage with white sheets, shield-
ing the activity from public view.
Behind those sheets, Wangchuk
was carefully lifted and carried
away. He was then swiftly trans-
ferred to an ambulance waiting just
outside the barricaded protest site.
NDTYV was the first television chan-
nel on the ground to witness and
report these developments as they
happened. For several minutes,
many protesters did not fully
understand what had taken place.
As word spread that Wangchuk had
been removed, people rushed
towards the stage and attempted to
stop the police. There was brief
resistance, but officers managed
the situation while repeatedly urg-

ing people to remain calm. They
maintained that they were acting
in compliance with the Delhi High
Court's  directions regarding
Wangchuk's health. One notable
detail was that Abhijeet Dipke,
founder of the Cockroach Janta
Party, was not present when
Wangchuk was taken away.
Several protesters told NDTV that
Dipke had stepped out to use the
restroom at a friend's residence.
Dipke later alleged that he had been
assaulted and detained by the
police. Nearly two hours after the
incident, he returned to Jantar
Mantar and announced from the
stage that he would continue the
movement by beginning his own
hunger strike. After Wangchuk's
removal, the protest site remained
under tight security. The area was
effectively sealed for nearly half an
hour as additional police personnel
entered the premises. Some protest-
ers who attempted to create a dis-
turbance were detained. The atmos-
phere remained tense for almost
two hours. Throughout this period,
police officials repeatedly made
announcements over loudspeakers,
informing protesters that
Wangchuk had been shifted to hos-

pital under the High Court's direc-
tions and urging them to disperse
peacefully. The protesters, howev-
er, remained visibly agitated. Many
raised slogans against Delhi Police,
accusing authorities of suppressing
democratic dissent and calling
Wangchuk's removal an attack on
the right to protest. Despite the
tense atmosphere and heavy
deployment, the protest did not end.
Later, Safdarjung Hospital con-
firmed that Sonam Wangchuk was
admitted at around 7:40 am.
According to the hospital, he was
weak due to prolonged fasting and
dehydration. Doctors said that
while he was stable at the time of
admission, he required continuous
observation, monitoring and med-
ical treatment to restore his health.
Saturday morning's events marked
one of the most dramatic moments
in the ongoing protest - the removal
of its most prominent face under
heavy security, in compliance with
judicial directions, while emotions
ran high on the ground. Videos
from the morning showed protest-
ers trying to stop police access to
Wangchuk, before being overpow-
ered. The police used white sheets
to form a cover around Wangchuk
while they moved him. He has been
taken to Safdarjung Hospital,
where Wangchuk’s wife Gitanjali
Angmo has reached.

“Nothing should be administered
to him orally or intravenous with-
out take consent from me, his fami-
ly and his doctors who have been
monitoring his health for the past
20 days,” she said on X.

Angmo has said she will lead
Wangchuk’s march to parliament
scheduled for July 20 in his stead if
he is unable to join it.

Wangchuk and three student
activists from the All India
Students’ Association (AISA) -
Neha, Aamen and Manish - have
been on an indefinite hunger strike
demanding the resignation of
Union education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and changes
to India’s examination and educa-
tion system.

DRUG-FREE YOUTH, DECENT CUL-

Road accidents: not individual negligence, but a
challenge to public health and good governance

TURE AND CRIME-FREE HARYANA

- Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

The greatest strength of any
state is its youth. If youth
are equipped with educa-
tion, employment, values,
and opportunities, they can
elevate the state and nation
to new heights. However, if
these same youth are
exposed to drug addiction,
crime, and distraction, this
very strength becomes a sig-
nificant challenge for socie-
ty. Today, the growing trend
of drug abuse in many parts
of the country, including
Haryana, the influence of
gangster culture, the glorifi-
cation of crime on social
media, and the increasing
obscenity in stage programs
are issues that require seri-
ous consideration. These
problems cannot be
resolved solely by relying on
the law; instead, society,
families, artists, educational
institutions, and the admin-
istration must all shoulder
their responsibilities togeth-
er. The first and foremost
fight should be against drug
addiction. If addiction is
eradicated, a major cause of
crime will automatically
disappear. Addiction ruins
not only the individual but
the entire family. When a
youth falls prey to addic-
tion, they drop out of school,
their health deteriorates,
their family faces financial
crisis, and they gradually
begin to drift towards the
world of crime. Drug addic-
tion often becomes the pri-
mary cause of crimes like
theft, robbery, violence, and
murder. Therefore, a drug-
free society is not only a
matter of health, but also of

law and order and social
development. Every parent
dreams of their son or
daughter leading a
respectable life through edu-
cation. No mother wants her
son to be ruined before her
eyes by drug addiction.
Therefore, the primary goal
of the government, adminis-
tration, and society should
be to protect the young gen-
eration from drug addiction.
If youth are safe, families
will be safe, and if families
are safe, society and the
nation will also become
stronger. A system should
be developed that ensures
no mother cries upon seeing
her son's dead body, and no
father has to despair for his
son's future.

Police action alone is not
enough against drug abuse.
Regular awareness cam-
paigns must be conducted in
schools, colleges, and uni-
versities. Students must be
involved in sports, libraries,
cultural activities, and skill
development. Young people
must be convinced that true
success in life lies not in
addiction, but in hard work,
education, and discipline.
De-addiction centers in vil-
lages and cities must be
made more effective so that
those who have fallen into
the grip of addiction can be
respectfully brought back
into the mainstream.
Additionally, gangster cul-
ture has become a serious
social challenge. Some crim-
inal organizations lure inno-
cent and underage children
into crime. Young children
are lured into crime by the
allure of easy money, expen-
sive cars, weapons, and

social media fame. Often,
these children are unaware
of the quagmire they are
entering. By the time they
realize the reality, their
future, their families, and
their lives are already in
jeopardy. The most worry-
ing thing is that the adults
who commit crimes remain
silent while inciting inno-
cent children. Ultimately,
these children and their
families bear the brunt of
the crime. A minor's
involvement in crime expos-
es his or her entire family to
social humiliation, financial
hardship, and mental
anguish. Therefore, strict
action against such crimi-
nal gangs is the need of the
hour. The police adminis-
tration constantly strives to
control crime, but the coop-
eration of society is equally
essential. If suspicious
activities are observed in
any area, if someone is lur-
ing children into crime or
dealing in illegal weapons
and drugs, it is the duty of
every responsible citizen to
inform the relevant authori-
ties. Only collective aware-
ness of society can be the
most effective weapon
against criminals. Social
media has also exacerbated
this problem. Today, some
people portray gangsters as
heroes. Their songs, videos,
and posts portray crime as a
symbol of power and honor.
This trend has a negative
impact on the minds of
young people. Society needs
to break these myths and
introduce young people to
real heroes—those who
have brought glory to the
nation through education,

science, sports, the military,
agriculture, industry, and
social service. Similarly,
serious consideration is
needed regarding the direc-
tion of cultural programs
and stage events. Haryana
has a rich cultural heritage.
Its raginis, folk songs, folk
dances, and traditional arts
are hallmarks of Indian cul-
ture. These folk traditions,
along with entertainment,
also imparted moral educa-
tion, social messages, and
cultural dignity. However,
over time, complaints have
emerged regarding the
increasing vulgarity,
obscenity, and unnecessary
display in some stage pro-
grams. It is inappropriate
for family viewing pro-
grams to feature scenes that
adversely affect children
and adolescents. Artists are
a source of inspiration for
society. Their words, their
clothing, their performanc-
es, and their behavior reach
millions. Therefore, artists'
social responsibility is as
great as their popularity.
Haryana's artists should be
expected to maintain deco-
rum on stage.
Entertainment does not nec-
essarily mean obscenity.
Art becomes great when it
unites, inspires, and posi-
tively guides society. The
soul of folk culture lies in its
simplicity, sensitivity, and
social consciousness. If the
stage becomes merely a
medium for provocation, it
loses its original identity.
Wherever public events are
held, the organizers should
be held accountable. They
should adhere to the rules
set by the administration.

- Dr. Satyavan Saurabh

India is among the world's
most affected countries by
road accidents. According
to the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways,
approximately 177,000 peo-
ple died in road accidents in
2024. This number is no less
than that of any natural dis-
aster or epidemic. Every
day, hundreds of families
lose a loved one, thousands
are permanently disabled,
and the country suffers a
loss of productive human
resources and billions of
rupees in economic losses.
Therefore, limiting road
accidents solely to driver
negligence, speeding, or
traffic violations is tanta-
mount to a complete failure
of public health, road infra-
structure, law enforcement,
emergency medical servic-
es, and administrative coor-
dination. The issue of road
safety is directly linked to
citizens' right to life, guar-
anteed by Article 21 of the
Indian Constitution. If a cit-
izen cannot even walk safe-
ly on the road, it not only
reflects their individual
negligence but also ques-
tions the state's responsibil-
ity and the effectiveness of
governance. The Supreme
Court has also directed gov-
ernments in numerous
cases to ensure safe road
infrastructure, scientific
road construction, and
effective monitoring. Poor
road engineering is a major
cause of most accidents in
India. Black spots, inade-
quate signage, broken
roads, unscientific curves,
lack of lighting, and a lack
of safe pedestrian access on
many national and state
highways contribute to
accidents. Encroachment

on sidewalks, illegal park-
ing, and unplanned traffic
management in cities also
increase the risk of acci-
dents. Neglecting quality
and safety standards dur-
ing road construction ulti-
mately costs citizens their
lives. Another important
reason is the lack of effec-
tive enforcement of laws.
Despite the Motor Vehicles
Act's stringent penalties,
problems such as speeding,
drunk driving, not using
helmets and seat belts, and
overloading persist. In
many places, enforcement
of traffic rules is limited
only by the presence of
police. If monitoring sys-
tems are technology-based
and transparent, compli-
ance with rules may
increase automatically.
Road accidents are also con-
sidered a public health cri-
sis because the lack of time-
ly medical care after an
accident results in a large
number of deaths. Many
lives can be saved if victims
receive proper medical
attention during the Golden
Hour, but in rural and
remote areas, the situation
becomes critical due to a
lack of ambulance services,
a lack of trauma centers,
and delays in reaching hos-
pitals. Lack of coordination
between the police and
health departments often
impacts relief efforts. Even
at the administrative level,
road safety is a subject of
fragmented responsibility
among multiple depart-
ments. Road construction is
handled by one department,
traffic control by the police,
health services are under
another department, and
local bodies have their own
roles. This fragmented sys-
tem prevents the develop-

ment of a coordinated strat-
egy for accident preven-
tion. Consequently,
accountability remains
unclear. To ensure road
safety, it is essential to
ensure scientific and safe
road engineering. Safety
audits should be mandatory
for every road project, and
accident-prone areas
should be identified and
remediated promptly. The
needs of pedestrians,
cyclists, and the disabled
should also be integral to
road design. Technology-
based monitoring systems
should be expanded to
ensure traffic law enforce-
ment. Automated speed
cameras, CCTV networks,
artificial intelligence-based
traffic management, and e-
challan systems will reduce
corruption and promote
compliance. Repeat offend-
ers need to be suspended for
licenses and strict penalties
imposed.  Strengthening
emergency medical servic-
es is also crucial. Modern
trauma centers should be
established at regular inter-
vals along national and
state highways, ambulance
services should be expand-
ed, and all hospitals should
be mandated to provide
immediate treatment to
accident victims. Effective
implementation of "Good
Samaritan" guidelines is
also essential, so that citi-
zens who assist an injured
person are not deterred by
fear of legal consequences.
Road safety is not just a
matter of law, but also a
question of social behavior.
Road safety education
should be included in the
curriculum, from schools to
universities. A culture of
responsible driving should
be developed among citi-

zens through public aware-
ness campaigns. Active par-
ticipation of parents, teach-
ers, the media, and civil
society can play a vital role
in this direction.
Institutional reforms are
also essential for long-term
solutions. A coordinated
road safety framework
should be developed
between the central and
state governments, with
clear policymaking, fund-
ing, monitoring, and
accountability.  District-
level road safety commit-
tees should be given greater
authority and resources.
Accident data from the
police, transport, and
health departments should
be integrated to create a
reliable national database,
enabling evidence-based
policymaking. If India is to
progress towards becoming
a developed nation, safe
roads are a primary prereq-
uisite. Road accidents are
not a matter of fate or coin-
cidence, but in most cases,
are preventable. The need
is to view them not as mere
individual errors, but as a
challenge to public health
and good governance. Only
through safe road infra-
structure, strict and trans-
parent law enforcement,
modern emergency health
services, public awareness,
and effective administra-
tive coordination can acci-
dents be significantly
reduced. Until the govern-
ment makes road safety a
core development agenda,
millions of families will
continue to suffer and the
country will suffer
irreparable losses every
year. Safe roads are not just
a convenience, but a consti-
tutional and human right of
every citizen.
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Diamonds and 'cab to orbit': Rocket aiming
to transform India's space ambitions takes off

What if launching a satel-
lite was as easy as calling a
cab? That's the vision
behind an Indian private
rocket company that
achieved its first orbital
launch on Saturday.
Skyroot Aerospace, which
recently became India's
first space tech unicorn
after reaching $1.1bn valua-
tion, launched Vikram-1
from the Indian Space
Research  Organisation's
(Isro) launch facility in
Sriharikota in southern
India. The seven-storey
rocket lifted off at 12:05
India time [06:35 GMT] and
travelled 280 miles (450km)
to reach the Low Earth
Orbit in a 16-minute flight.
Skyroot is the first Indian
private company to launch
a rocket into orbit, making
India only the third coun-
try, after the US and China,
with a private company
capable of orbital launches.
"Vikram-1 Test Flight-1 has
reached orbit... History is
made," the company posted
on X. The successful
Vikram-1 launch will take

Skyroot closer to its goal of
offering what it calls a "cab
service to space", where
companies can hire a rocket
"to ride to a unique location
in the orbit to place a satel-
lite or visit a space station".
The rocket - named after

Vikram Sarabhai, who is
called the father of India's
space programme - is small
and has the capacity to
carry payloads of up to
350kg, Skyroot co-founder
and CEO Pawan Kumar
Chandana told the BBC

before the launch.
Chandana says today,
access to space remains "a
major bottleneck, with
satellite operators often
waiting for months or even
years for a launch opportu-
nity" and that their venture
expects to change that. He
says Skyroot aims to cut
long waits for satellite
launches by offering dedi-
cated missions for small
payloads. Instead of sharing
space on large rockets that
fly on fixed schedules, cus-
tomers can book a launch
tailored to their satellite
and its required orbit -
much like taking a taxi
instead of waiting for a
train. "If you want to just go
to a friend's house, you
don't need a train, you book
a cab, an Uber. What we are
offering is a cab service to
space, which can be used to
ride to a unique location in
the orbit to place a satellite
or visit a station." Skyroot's
model would appear similar
to that of Rocket Lab in the
US, which provides small-
lift launch vehicles.
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Samsung Introduces New 990 SSD with Powerful
Performance and Improved Power Efficiency

July 18, 2026 -Samsung
India today announced
the launch of its new 990
SSD, available in 1-ter-
abyte (TB) and 2TB capac-
ities. Delivering excep-
tional sequential per-
formance and enhanced
power efficiency, the
Samsung 990 SSD is
designed as a balanced

storage solution opti-
mized for gaming, cre-
ative workloads, and

daily PC use. "Samsung’s
new 990 SSD is an excel-
lent solution for a wide
range of users looking to
expand their storage for
heavy workloads, immer-
sive gaming, high-resolu-
tion content creation, and
DIY PC builds," said
Tommy (Hyoungsuk)
Kwon, Vice President of
Memory Brand Product
Biz Team at Samsung
Electronics. Thanks to
PClIe 4.0 support and the
latest NAND technolo-
gies, the Samsung 990
SSD 2TB model delivers a
sequential read speed of
up to 7,250 megabytes per

second (MB/s), while the
1TB model reaches up to
7,150 MB/s. Both models
provide sequential write
speeds of up to 6,450
MB/s, enabling fast file

transfers and reduced
loading times. For ran-
dom performance, the
2TB model delivers up to
850K read and 1,200K
write IOPS, while the 1TB
model reaches read and
write speeds of up to 700K
and 1,100K IOPS, respec-

tively. These capabilities
help users experience
faster application launch-
es, responsive gameplay,
and efficient handling of
large-scale  workloads.
The expanded storage
capacity also allows users
to store large amounts of
high-quality content and
the latest AAA games.
The 2TB model can store
up to 30 large-scale games
based on an average size
of 64GBJ[1], making it an

ideal solution for gamers
and creators managing
increasingly sizable files
and applications. The
Samsung 990 SSD has also
achieved significant
improvements in power
efficiency. Compared to
its previous 990 PRO
model, the power efficien-
cy has improved by up to
38%[2], allowing users
achieve high perform-
ance with lower power
consumption. The
Samsung Magician
Software helps ensure
SSDs—including the
Samsung 990—maintain
optimal performance. It
supports seamless data
migration and drive
health monitoring,
enabling users to benefit
from customized perform-
ance optimization and
robust data protection.
The Samsung 990 SSD
will be available in 1TB
and 2TB models from the
last week of July 2026,
with an MSRP of INR
25,649 and INR 50,349,
respectively.

AndPurpose Forum Hyderabad 2026: Bringing Together

Leaders to Shape India's Sustainable and

T-Hub, Hyderabad : The AndPurpose
Forums, one of India's leading con-
vening platforms for sustainability,
climate innovation, CSR, impact
investing, and social entrepreneur-
ship, successfully hosted its fourth
edition on 17 July 2026 at T-Hub,
Hyderabad. Bringing together influ-
ential voices from government,
industry, startups, philanthropy,
academia, and the social impact
ecosystem, the Forum served as a
collaborative platform to exchange
ideas, showcase innovations, and
build partnerships that can acceler-
ate sustainable development across
India. This year's Forum featured an
eminent lineup of speakers, includ-
ing Masood Mallick (Managing
Director & Group CEO, RE
Sustainability); Gopalakrishnan VC
(Director — Automotive & EV,
Government of Telangana); Radhika
Choudary (Co-Founder, Freyr
Energy); Vamsi Udayagiri (Founder
& CEO, Hesa); V. Laxmikanth
(Managing Partner, Pavestone);
Krishna Mohan Deevi (Senior
Director, Cyient); Namita Banka
(Founder & MD, Banka BioLoo);
Alokparna Sengupta (Managing
Director, Humane World for
Animals India Foundation); Dr.
Sujeet Ranjan (CEO, United Way of
Delhi); Rashi Aggarwal (Chief
Growth Officer), T-Hub; Rashmi
Pimpale (CEO, Rich); Yashodhara
Bakliwal (AVP Portfolio
Investments, Transition VC); Ashish
Khetan (Founding Partner, Benzai 10
Investment Ventures); Vivek Jain
(Co-Founder & CEO, Stride Green),
along with several other distin-
guished leaders from the sustainabil-
ity, innovation, CSR, investment,
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and policy ecosystem. As aptly said
by Masood Mallick, Managing
Director & Group CEO, Re
Sustainability , India’s circular econ-
omy is no longer a matter of environ-
mental responsibility alone. It is, at
once, an environmental imperative,
an economic opportunity, and a
strategic necessity — a US $300-400
billion opportunity by 2030 that will
shape how we secure our materials,
power our industry, and meet our cli-
mate commitments. An opportunity

of this scale cannot be unlocked by
any single actor, sector, or approach.
It calls for transformation of many
kinds and at many levels. The ‘soft’ —
knowledge, advisory, strategy,
research and capital - must integrate
seamlessly with the ‘hard’ - infra-
structure, engineering, technology
and implementation at scale.
Academia, startups, MSMEs and
large corporates must move from
working in parallel to building
together. And the instinct to ‘build’

Inclusive Future

must be complemented by the flexi-
bility to buy, partner, catalyse and
incubate. Just as critically, we can no
longer treat materials, resources,
energy, water, climate and carbon as
separate problems. They are one
interconnected system, and they
must be seen — and solved - together.
The real unlock lies in integration:
connecting the first mile to the last,
the upstream to the downstream, so
that scale and viability emerge
where, today, they simply do not
exist. At Re, we see our role not mere-
ly as an operator, but as an integrator
and catalyst for this entire ecosys-
tem. Through our initiatives, part-
nerships and platforms, we stand for
one idea above all — scale, for good.
More than 200+ leaders, innovators,
investors, corporates, policymakers,
startups, foundations, CSR profes-
sionals, and ecosystem enablers par-
ticipated in the one-day forum, rein-
forcing AndPurpose's commitment to
fostering meaningful dialogue and
cross-sector collaboration that drives
measurable social and environmen-
tal impact. A Forum Designed to
Build Meaningful Partnerships The
AndPurpose Forum was established
with a clear vision - to create trusted
spaces where leaders across sectors
can move beyond conversations and
work together to address India's
most pressing sustainability and
development challenges. Each edi-
tion brings together stakeholders
from government, business, philan-
thropy, academia, civil society,
startups, and the investment ecosys-
tem to exchange perspectives, iden-
tify opportunities for collaboration,
and collectively advance solutions
with long-term impact.

TG RERA ASKS BUILDER TO REFUND
RS 1.04 CRORE OVER GST ISSUES

Telangana Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (TG
RERA) has directed
Hyderabad-based Sukhii
LLP to refund Rs 1.04 crore
to a buyer, stating that the
firm cannot impose Goods
and Services Tax (GST)on a
customer who has opted
out. The authority asked
the firm to refund the loan
with an interest rate of 10.7
per cent in 45 days. The case
was filed by Vemulapalli
Sai Vasanthi and
Ghattamaneni Venkat Sai
Maithreya against Sukhii
LLP, which had booked
apartment number 510 in
the Sree Sumeru residen-
tial project at Uppal
Bhagayath. The apartment,
measuring 1,695 square feet
with two car parking
spaces, was booked in
December 2022 and the
agreement for sale was exe-
cuted in February 2023.
According to the agree-
ment, the developer had
undertaken to complete
construction, obtain the
occupancy certificate (OC)
and hand over possession
with registration by March
31, 2025, with a grace period
up to June 30, 2025. The
buyer paid Rs 1,04,87,870,
nearly 95 per cent of the
total sale consideration.
Project remains incomplete
Despite the expiry of the
deadline for completing the
project, it remained incom-
plete. The complainant
informed the TG RERA that
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several promised ameni-
ties, including the club-
house, gymnasium, land-
scaped areas, children’s
play area and internal
roads, were yet to be com-
pleted. The project had also
not obtained the OC, pre-
venting registration and
possession. The customer
alleged that repeated
requests for a completion
deadline was unanswered,
while the developer failed
to provide any assurance
regarding the project’s com-
pletion. Buyers seek refund
due to delay Following the
delay in handing over the
flats, buyer wrote an email
in July 2025 and sought a
refund, along with the
interest from the builder. In
September 2025, the cus-
tomer conveyed his wish to
opt out of the project and
sought a refund of the entire
amount. According to the
complaint, the construction
firm informed the customer
that they could opt out of the
project after paying the GST
amount. GST can’'t be

imposed if project is incom-
plete After hearing the com-
plaint, the TGRERA said
that represetatives from the
construction firm appeared
only once during the pro-
ceedings. Since no written
counter or explanation was
filed, the authority proceed-
ed ex parte and decided the
matter based on the evi-
dence placed by the com-
plainants. Invoking Section
18(1) of the Real Estate
(Regulation and
Development) Act, 2016, TG
RERA held that once a pro-
moter fails to hand over pos-
session within the agreed
timeline, and the allottee
chooses to withdraw, the
buyer becomes entitled to a
full refund along with inter-
est. The TG RERA ordered
that a promoter who has
defaulted can’t impose uni-
lateral deductions such as
booking charges, GST or
any other arbitrary
amounts, adding that it
would defeat the consumer-
protection objective of the
RERA Act.

Telangana HC shields Doolapally
homeowners in FTL dispute

Hyderabad: The Telangana
High Court on Friday, July
17, directed the state govern-
ment not to take any forcible
action against a group of
homeowners in Doolapally in
Hyderabad, days after author-
ities accused them of having
built their houses within the
Full Tank Level (FTL) area of
the Fox Sagar Lake. The FTL
of alake marks the maximum
water spread level it can
reach, and construction with-
in this zone or its buffer area
is barred under law to protect
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As Skyroot Aerospace's
Vikram-1 became the first
Indian private rocket to

'"Uber For Space': What Skyroot
CEO Pawan Chandana Said On
Competing With SpaceX

company is trying to build.
"So that's what we aim to
be, you know, we want to

Chief become the Uber for

the water body. Justice B
Vijaysen Reddy passed the
interim order while hearing
an urgent petition filed by the
homeowners challenging two
government orders issued on
July 7, which had revoked
earlier clearances for their
properties. The matter will
next be heard on July 27.
What the case is about The
petitioners had built their
houses on the disputed sur-
vey numbers after obtaining
the required government per-
missions and occupancy cer-
tificates. Their land use had
been formally changed from
“recreational” to ‘“residen-
tial” through government
orders issued in 2019 and 2023.

The two fresh orders passed
on July 7 this year revoked
those very approvals, holding
that the survey numbers
actually fell within the FTL of
Fox Sagar lake and that all
permissions linked to them
needed to be cancelled pend-
ing a fresh inquiry into how
the lake’s FTL was fixed.
Appearing for the petitioners,
senior counsel A Venkatesh
and advocate K Pratik Reddy
argued that the government’s
own record, the official land
survey map and a prelimi-
nary notification uploaded on
the Hyderabad Metropolitan
Development  Authority’s
(HMDA) website, showed
that the properties actually

lay outside the lake’s buffer
zone and FTL. They also
pointed out that the govern-
ment itself had admitted that
its examination of records
and the inquiry into the lake’s
FTL were still under way.
This, they argued, made the
cancellation of the homeown-
ers’ permissions premature
and arbitrary, since it had
been carried out even before
the inquiry was complete.
High Court’s order After
going through the case
records, the High Court grant-
ed interim protection to the
homeowners, restraining the
state authorities from taking
any coercive steps, such as
demolition or sealing.

orbit,
Executive Officer Pawan
Kumar Chandana's old
statement resurfaced
where he laid out his
vision for the company,
describing it as the "Uber
for space". Comparing
Skyroot To SpaceX In an
appearance on NDTV
Profit's The Disruptors
show, Chandana was
asked about an earlier
comparison he had drawn
between Skyroot and
SpaceX, describing
SpaceX as "the bus, or the
train that carries satel-
lites" and Skyroot as "the
cab". He said the analogy
captures exactly what the

space,” Chandana said.
"What we do is that satel-
lite companies book the
rocket, just like you book a
cab, and then go to wher-
ever they want."
"Typically if you want to
20 to your home, you don't
book a train, you have to
book a cab to go specifical-
ly to your place. So there
are satellites who want to
go specifically to certain
locations in space. And
were Uber for them,
where they book the rock-
et, put their satellite onto
the rocket, launch to space
and get them dropped
wherever they want."

Shri Vivek Nishant Nath takes charge
as Director (Commercial), NMDC

Hyderabad, 18th July: Shri
Vivek  Nishant Nath
assumed charge as Director
(Commercial) of NMDC
Limited, India largest iron
ore producer. With over
three decades of experience
in the metal and mining
sector, Shri Vivek Nishant
Nath brings extensive expe-
rience in sales and market-
ing, international commer-
cial operations, procure-
ment, logistics and supply
chain management. Shri
Nath began his professional
career with NMDC in 1992
and served the Company
for nearly fifteen years in
various commercial roles,
gaining extensive experi-
ence in domestic iron ore
sales and marketing. He
subsequently held key posi-
tions in Essar Steel Limited
and ArcelorMittal Nippon
Steel India before joining
Odisha Mining Corporation
Limited (OMC) as General
Manager (Sales Marketing)
in 2021. He was subsequent-
ly promoted as Chief
General Manager (Sales
Marketing) in 2024 at OMC,
where he headed the sales
and marketing functions of
iron ore, chrome ore, man-
ganese ore, bauxite, lime-

stone and ferrochrome.
During his tenure at OMC,
the company recorded sig-
nificant growth in iron ore
sales and revenue. He
played a key role in intro-

ducing customer-centric
initiatives, transparent
pricing mechanisms, digi-
tal systems and logistics
reforms to improve com-
mercial operations. Under
his leadership, OMC iron
ore sales increased from
12.33 million tonnes in FY21
to 38.26 million tonnes in
FY26. His unwavering dedi-
cation to the sector is evi-
dent through his scholarly

contributions, having
authored over 11 research
papers on pertinent indus-
try topics. Mr. Nath expert-
ise is sought after in nation-
al and international
forums, where he has been
invited as keynote speaker
and guest lectures at
esteemed platforms such as
SGX, Fastmarkets, Mysteel,
SMM, IMARC, Metal
Junction, Metalogic and
Steelmint. He holds a
Master of Business
Administration (MBA)
degree in International
Business from Symbiosis
Centre for Management
Studies, Pune. He has also
completed the Management
Development Programme
in Business Administration
and Management from the
Indian Institute of
Management (IIM), Indore.
His experience across
NMDC, leading private
steel companies and Odisha
Mining Corporation will be
instrumental in strength-
ening NMDC commercial
operations, enhancing cus-
tomer engagement and
supporting the Company
vision of becoming a 100
million tonne iron ore min-
ing company.
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Donald Trump threatens

new Canada tariffs over

fires sending 'filthy' air
into US cities

US President Donald
Trump has threatened to
impose new tariffs on
Canada after hundreds of
wildfires have left much of
the northern US covered by
a blanket of smoke. The
threat follows complaints
by US lawmakers over the
wildfires and Ontario's pre-
mier Doug Ford asking the
US to send support to fight
the fires, rather than com-
plain. "The United States is
being unnecessarily invad-
ed by filthy, polluted, and
unhealthy air," Trump
said, threatening to impose
new levies over Canada's
"willful negligence". As of
Saturday, there were about
955 fires actively burning
in Canada, according to the
Canadian Wildland Fire
Information System - with
the majority burning out of
control. More than 190 of
those blazes are burning in
Ontario, some out of con-
trol. Trump said in his post
to Truth Social that he
would call Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney to
demand an explanation
over his country's "willful
negligence," accusing the
country of "not properly
maintaining" their forests

and brush. Fellow
Republicans have used the
issue to renew Trump's call
to make Canada the 51st US
state, a musing that has
offended Canadians and
prompted many to stop
travelling to their southern
neighbour in protest.
Others online suggested a
delay in opening the Gordie
Howe International Bridge,
a Canada-funded project
that will connect Ontario to
Michigan. Carney earlier
noted that it was the
responsibility of both coun-
tries to fight -climate
change. After Trump's
remarks, Carney's emer-
gency management cabinet
minister said the two coun-
tries remain in constant
contact and share a long
history of working together
on such disasters, citing a
reciprocal fire-fighting
agreement from 1982 and
another assistance agree-
ment from emerged from
the 2025 G7 summit.
Canada has worked to pre-
vent wildfires and invested
about C$12bn ($8.5bn;
£6.4bn) in forests sustain-
ability and fire prevention,
MP Eleanor Olszewski said
in the statement.
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B US strikes hit Iran for seventh consecutive night

SHIP AT CENTRE OF RECORD COCAINE
SEIZURE FINALLY LEAVES CORK

A ship detained at Cork

port since 2.2 tonnes of

cocaine worth an estimated
157m (£133.5m) was seized
on it in September 2023 has
finally left the harbour.
Managing and maintaining
the MV Matthew since then
has cost the Irish state
around 17m. The 28,000-
tonne Panama-registered
freighter could not be dis-
posed of until December
2024 as it was needed for evi-
dential purposes. An inter-
national shipping company
later acquired the vessel for
a nominal price of $1 with
an agreement to tow the
vessel to Varna in Bulgaria.
The Republic of Ireland's
Revenue service confirmed
its departure on Saturday.
While berthed at Cork the
costs included maintaining
engine, electrical and venti-
lation systems. Eight men

were jailed for a total of 129
years last summer in con-
nection with the record
drugs seizure. Dr Atanas
Rusev, from the Centre for
the Study of Democracy,
said managing "such big,

complex, high-value assets
is a big drainage for public

finance".
"You usually need to coordi-
nate between various

authorities and deal with
various legal proceedings,"
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he said. Rusev added that
this happening to a vessel
this large is "rare" and that
Irish authorities had dealt
with the ship "relatively
quickly". "Sometimes it
takes five, 10, 15 years."

EU PROPOSES SLOWING DOWN CUTS TO
CARBON EMISSIONS FOR BUSINESSES

The European Union has
unveiled proposals that
would slow cuts to business-
es' greenhouse gas emissions
limits, as part of a major cli-
mate policy overhaul. The
reforms would relax the
rules of the bloc's emissions
trading system (ETS) to give
businesses more time to
reduce their carbon output
than previously planned.
The changes would mean
some industries could obtain
emission allowances until
2038 instead of 2034, if they
commit to investing in decar-
bonisation efforts. The pro-
posals still need to be
approved by EU countries
and lawmakers - a process
that could take a year. "We
are adopting a more busi-
ness-friendly and, may I say
S0, savvy approach," said EU

climate commissioner
Wopke  Hoekstra. The
European Commission,

which develops legislation
for the EU's 27 member
states, said the changes
would ensure the ETS was
aligned with the EU's goal to
reduce carbon emissions by
90% by 2040, compared with
1990 levels. The ETS, which
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was introduced in 2005, is the
EU's main tool for curbing
greenhouse gases. But it has
come under criticism from a
number of member states,
with Italy in particular con-
demning the trading scheme
as a de facto tax that has
helped keep energy prices
artificially high. Under the
ETS, Europe's industries and
power plants are required to
buy a permit, or allowance,
for every tonne of carbon
dioxide they emit, creating a
financial incentive to invest
in cleaner technologies.
Companies can buy extra
permits or trade them. Some
businesses are given permits
for free to help them compete
with foreign firms that do not

pay carbon costs. The ETS
also caps the number of per-
mits released each year to
make sure missions
decrease.

The Commission has pro-
posed slowing the rate at
which this cap is lowered
each year to around 3.7%
from 2031 and then to 1.7%
from 2036 - down from 4.3%
currently. As part of the
changes, the EU also propos-
es continuing free permits
until 2038, rather than end-
ing them in 2034, when they
were to be replaced by a car-
bon border charge on
imports for some sectors.
The Commission would also
offer 80% of free permits up
front to companies with

plans to invest in decarboni-
sation in Europe. Businesses
would get the remaining 20%
once those investments are
made. Responding to the pro-
posals, Polish climate minis-
ter Paulina Hennig-Kloska
said Poland would push to
weaken the policy further.
"For the first time, we are
seeing a softening of the
stance rather than a toughen-
ing of it - this is a huge suc-
cess for Poland. Although we
will fight for more," she said.
But Green politicians were
less impressed. A German
member of the European
Parliament, Michael Bloss,
said the plans would result in
"gigantic climate pollution"
and the next generation
would have a worse quality
of life as a result. Global tem-
peratures have been rising
over the past century due to
human activities that release
greenhouse gases emissions,
but local or regional geogra-
phy shapes the speed at
which different places are
warming. As Europe is
warming particularly quick-
ly, it is being more exposed to
frequent and stronger spells
of extreme heat.

LAOS SAYS IT CAN'T DETER-
MINE CAUSE OF TOURIST

Laos says it cannot deter-
mine blame or cause for six
deaths linked to methanol-
tainted alcohol. A Briton,

two  Australians, two
Danish citizens and an
American died in

November 2024 following a
night out in Vang Vieng.
Laos Ministry of Public
Security said they did not
have evidence to establish if
the deaths "were caused by
the actions of any individ-
ual or by any particular
cause, because no autopsies
were conducted on the bod-
ies". It emerged earlier this
week that the distillery
owner is facing charges for
the sale of food products
harmful to health and oper-
ating an illegal business,
but not the deaths. The

charges collectively carry
penalties of up to one year
in jail and a fine of £829
(US$1,100; A$1,600) against
those allegedly responsible.
In response, the Australian
government said it was
"deeply frustrated and bit-
terly disappointed" more
serious charges had not
been pursued following the
deaths of the six backpack-
ers. Australia's foreign min-
istry summoned Laos'
ambassador in Canberra.
In its statement on
Saturday, the Laos
Ministry of Public Security
said authorities had not
been allowed to conduct
autopsies in 2024, and there-
fore "lacked the forensic
evidence necessary to deter-
mine the cause of death".

MAGNITUDE 7.3
EARTHQUAKE
QUAKE STRIKES OFF

A powerful magnitude 7.3
earthquake struck off the
coast of southern Mexico
on Friday, triggering a
tsunami warning for parts
of the Pacific. No fatalities
or significant damage have
been reported in Mexico or
Guatemala from the quake,
which was also felt in El
Salvador. Mexico's navy
secretary Admiral
Raymundo Morales told a
press conference that there
was "no serious impact",
but that people were being
advised to stay away from
beaches. The US Tsunami
Warning System had
warned of possible "haz-
ardous tsunami waves"
along the nearby coasts of
Mexico and Guatemala. It
later recorded waves of
0.3m (1.1 feet) above tide
level in Puerto Madero and
Chiapas in Mexico. Several
hours after the initial
warning was issued, the
centre said the threat had
passed but advised people
in affected areas to "remain
observant and exercise
normal caution near the
sea". The quake, which
struck near the fishing
town of Puerto Madero in
Mexico at 08:49 local time
(14:49 GMT) on Friday, had
a depth of 15.2 km (9 miles),
according to the United
States Geological Survey
(USGS). Governor Salomén
Jara Cruz, of the southern
Mexican state Oaxaca, said
the quake was felt with
"moderate intensity" but
no significant damage had
been reported. Eduardo
Ramirez, governor of the
state of Chiapas closest to

the epicentre, also said
there had been no serious
impact, but added he had
instructed his cabinet to
suspend administrative
activities and urged the
private sector to do the
same. In Guatemala and El
Salvador, the tremor shook
buildings, triggering evac-
uations and causing some
people to run from their
homes, Reuters news
agency reported. A series
of aftershocks, with magni-
tudes between 4.7 and 6,
have been recorded.
Guatemala's President
Bernardo Arévalo said the
country's emergency man-
agement agency had been
deployed in response to a
magnitude 5.6 earthquake
with its epicenter in
Quetzaltenango. No fatali-
ties have been recorded so
far, he added. "I call on the
population to remain calm
and to follow the recom-
mendations," he said on X.
The U.S. National Oceanic
and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA),
which operates the tsuna-
mi warning center, fore-
cast waves of less than 0.3m
above tide level along the
coasts of El Salvador,

Colombia, Costa Rice,
Ecuador, Nicaragua,
Panama, Peru and

Honduras. A tsunami is a
series of waves, with times
between crests ranging
from five minutes to an
hour, that can persist for
many hours, according to
the agency. In this case, the
waves lasted for 12 minutes
in Puerto Madero and 28
minutes in Chiapas.

Russian online retail warehouses hit by deadly Ukrainian strikes

GERMAN POLITICIAN RESIGNS OVER
SURROGACY CHILD CONTROVERSY

German centre-right politi-
cian Jens Spahn has resigned
as parliamentary group
leader of the country's gov-
erning coalition after being
accused of hypocrisy over his
use of a surrogate mother in
the US to have a child.
Surrogacy is prohibited in
Germany - a policy backed by
his Christian Democrat party
(CDU) and, several years ago,
by Spahn himself - although
raising a child born to a sur-
rogate mother abroad is not.
He wrote in a statement on
Saturday: "I have realised
that my personal happiness -
founding a family together
with my husband and becom-
ing a father - is not compati-
ble with my political office."
Chancellor Friedrich Merz,
who leads the CDU, called his
decision "right" and
"inevitable". "Credibility is
the highest asset in politics,"

he wrote on social media, and
said he would begin the
process of appointing Spahn's

replacement. Spahn, 46,
revealed earlier this week
that he and his husband
Daniel Funke had become
parents, with their use of a
surrogate abroad prompting
criticism from politicians
from several parties, includ-
ing his own. Announcing his
resignation on Saturday,
Spahn wrote: "The balancing

act between my private deci-
sion to have a child through
surrogacy and the under-
standable expectations
placed on me as Chairman of
our parliamentary group has
become greater than I antici-
pated," he added. He also said
the "increasing relentless-
ness in public discourse" had
given him "deep pause for
thought". "Despite all clarity
and decisiveness regarding
the issues, let us always

remain human in our tone,"
he wrote. German media
reported Alexander
Hoffmann, head of the
Christian Social Union par-
liamentary group, would take
over Spahn's duties until a
successor was  chosen.
Hoffmann said: "Jens Spahn's
decision deserves the utmost
respect." Under the 1990
Embryo Protection Act, sur-
rogacy in Germany is punish-
able with three years impris-
onment or a fine. For many
German couples, single-sex
or heterosexual, surrogacy
abroad has become an impor-
tant option. As recently as
February, Spahn's party
signed a resolution reaffirm-
ing its support for a ban on
the practice within Germany
itself, to stop the emergence
of "commercial or neutral
models that turn surrogacy
into a business model".
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BELGIAN GRAND PRIX: ANTONELLI
BEATS VERSTAPPEN TO POLE

Mercedes' Kimi Antonelli
takes pole position for
Sunday's Belgian Grand
Prix! The championship
leader will share the front
row with four-time title win-
ner Max Verstappen at Spa-
Francorchamps, with
George Russell now third
after Lando Norris' grid
penalty is applied. Norris is
still going to take part in the
post-qualifying interviews,
though. Arvid Lindblad
grabbed seventh but his
pushed down by the
McLaren of Oscar Piastri.
Lando Norris can only man-
age third on his final run,
but the world champion
won't stay there because of
his grid penalty. Norris had
a trip onto the gravel at the
same spot as Lewis
Hamilton and Pierre Gasly.
Max Verstappen is right
behind Isack Hadjar and the
tow is about to be executed.
It's not as clean as maybe
Red Bull would've liked, but
the Dutchman still goes onto
provisional pole. But he's
beaten by Kimi Antonelli!

= -

The championship leader
beats the Red Bull driver by
0.317 seconds! The drivers
have got to get the tyres in
absolutely the right window
and we are not just talking of
the surface of the tyre. That
heat and temperature has
got to be perfect both for the
core and the surface. The
Audi of Gabriel Bortoleto is
piggy-in-the-middle of the
two Mercedes of Kimi
Antonelli and  George

ey o, A - 558

Russell. Isack Hadjar is the
first of the 10 cars to start his
final lap, but he'll be heading
right to the back of the grid
on Sunday. The session has
resumed but the fans will
have to wait a little bit longer
to see any cars on track.
Every team wants the best
position for these final runs,
and it looks like Isack Hadjar
has gone out ahead of Red
Bull team-mate Max
Verstappen again. Lando

Norris is the last man to join
the track, behind McLaren
buddy Oscar Piastri. 1
thought that George Russell
radio message was very
interesting because he was
told where his time loss was
and he said "so it is all on the
straight then?". So the infer-
ence you can take is that he
has some kind of issue on the
straight. The pattern of the
weekend has been that
Russell has been lacking

energy in the final sector
because he is not able to as
smooth with the car at the
same speed through the cor-
ners as Antonelli. That has
meant Antonelli can con-
serve battery. The top three
are close together at this
stage of the final part of qual-
ifying. Lando Norris is
fastest at the moment - but
he has a 10-place grid drop,
so won't be on pole anyway -
with Kimi Antonelli only
0.039 seconds behind, and
Charles Leclerc 0.092secs
back. World championship
leader Kimi Antonelli
topped the times for
Mercedes ahead of defending
champion Lando Norris of
McLaren in Friday's second
free practice ahead of this
weekend's Belgian Grand
Prix. The 19-year-old Italian
clocked a best lap time of one
minute and 45.944 seconds to
outpace Norris, who has a
10-place grid penalty for
Sunday's race after taking a
new battery, by 0.190 sec-
onds with Max Verstappen
third for Red Bull.
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Mirabai Chanu, Lovlina Borgohain Named
India's Flag, Baton Bearers For
Commonwealth Games Opening Ceremony

Olympic medallists Mirabai
Chanu and Lovlina
Borgohain will serve as
India’s flag and baton bearers
at the opening ceremony of
the Commonwealth Games
in Glasgow, the Indian
Olympic Association
announced on Saturday. The
opening ceremony of the
scaled-down multi-sport
event will be held on July 23.
"It is a matter of pride
Mirabai and Lovlina will be
doing the honours at the OVO
Hydro. I wish both the girls
and the entire contingent
good luck," IOA President PT
Usha said in a media release.
"It is a matter of pride two

women have been chosen to

do the honours for Team
India at the opening ceremo-
ny, which will set the tone
and tenor for the Games.
"Both Mirabai and Lovlina
have time and again proved
themselves in the interna-
tional arena for India. They
are at present training in
right earnest for the Games in
the United Kingdom," Usha
added. Mirabai, who turns 32
on August 8, has been India's
leading weightlifter for close
to a decade. She won the sil-
ver medal in the women's
49kg category at the Tokyo
Olympics in 2021 and followed
it up with gold at the 2022

Birmingham
Commonwealth Games.
Although she was unable to
replicate that success at the
2024 Paris Olympics, she
remains one of India's
strongest medal hopes in
Glasgow. She is also a multi-
ple medallist at the World
Championships.  Lovlina,
meanwhile, claimed the
bronze medal at the Tokyo
Olympics before winning gold
at the 2023 World
Championships. She also
secured a silver medal at the
2023 Asian Games in
Hangzhou and is expected to
be among India's leading
medal contenders in Glasgow.

BCCI 'Not Pleased', Sends Big Message To
Selectors Amid Rohit Sharma Buzz: Report

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) has
reportedly urged the men's
national team selectors to
avoid interactions with the
media, amid talks surround-
ing veteran batter Rohit
Sharma's future. India's
defeat to England in the sec-
ond ODI at Cardiff was over-
shadowed by  multiple
reports suggesting that the
third and final game at
Lord's could be Rohit's last
for the team in the format.
However, BCCI Secretary
Devajit Saikia has rubbished
the reports, claiming that
Rohit will continue to play as
long as he is in the scheme of
things. According to a report
by Cricbuzz, the BCCI has
expressed its displeasure
over the leaked information
surrounding Rohit, urging
the selectors to avoid dia-

logue with media personnel
in any form. The report also
added that with too much
speculation going on, the
current scenario is fluid, and
nothing can be officially con-
firmed regarding what is
happening behind the
scenes. Indian  cricket
revolves around narratives,
and the current focus is
whether Rohit Sharma will

be able to fulfill his dream of

playing in the 2027 ODI
World Cup, which will be co-
hosted by South Africa,
Zimbabwe, and Namibia.
Rohit's current form, which
has yielded just 241 runs in
eight innings at an average
of 30.12 and a strike rate of
88.60, has failed to convince
some selectors, who no
longer want to persist with

the former captain. Sources
had told NDTV that some
members of the selection
committee had informed
Rohit that they no longer saw
him in the scheme of things
before the start of the
Afghanistan series last
month. India head coach
Gautam Gambhir was also
kept in the loop during the
discussions between the
selectors and Rohit.
However, Rohit was selected
for the Afghanistan series, as
well as the England series,
after the former India cap-
tain had approached the top
brass of the BCCI. But, with
Rohit managing scores of
just 11 and 26 in the first two
ODIs against England, the
group of selectors had to reit-
erate their stance to the vet-
eran opener, who is desper-

Spain Defender Aymeric Laporte Reignites ''Referee

Debate'" Ahead Of Final v

Spain defender Aymeric
Laporte believes aggressive
play should not go unpun-
ished in football, saying he
was surprised by refereeing
decisions involving
Argentina in recent matches
ahead of the FIFA World Cup
2026 final. Speaking to Marca
in an interview quoted by
French news outlet L'Equipe,
Laporte, when asked about
the physical style adopted by
Argentina against their oppo-
nents, said he was surprised
by some refereeing decisions
that he felt favoured the
Albiceleste, adding that sev-
eral incidents had gone
unpunished. "I'm not at all
worried about aggression in
football. If it's tolerated and
the referee does his job, it
doesn't bother me," Laporte

however, said some incidents
involving Argentina in
recent matches had surprised
him. "It's true that in recent
matches, we've seen things
that have greatly surprised
us, actions that have gone
unpunished. Especially

that makes a strong impres-
sion. This shouldn't be
allowed in football, especially
in such important competi-
tions, because it can desta-
bilise and frustrate the team,"
he told Marca in an interview
quoted by French news outlet

s Argentina

praised Spain's discipline
throughout the tournament,
saying the team had avoided
dangerous challenges and
maintained a fair approach.
"Since the start of the tourna-
ment, we've been a pretty
good team from this point of
view. We don't try to hit our
opponents or commit danger-
ous fouls. And I think that's
what we need to do in this
match. But it's true that it will
depend a lot on the referee-
ing," the Spain defender told
Marca in an interview quoted
by French news outlet
L'Equipe. Defending champi-
ons Argentina and European
champions Spain are set to
face off in the FIFA World
Cup 2026 final, setting the
stage for a highly anticipated
clash between great Messi

said. The Spain international, —against Argentina, a team

ate to prolong his career.

LEquipe. Laporte also andteenage sensation Yamal.

ENZO FERNANDEZ MOCKS ENGLAND WITH
'"WONDERWALL' POST AFTER ARGENTINA'S

EPIC COMEBACK, DELETES LATER
il ] - ——

Argentina midfielder Enzo Fernandez has

grabbed headlines for his recent trolling of
England after his side's 2-1 win in the second
semi-final of the FIFA World Cup 2026. With
around five minutes left in regulation time,
La Albiceleste were 0-1 down. Inspired by
Lionel Messi's two assists, the defending
champions produced a terrific comeback to
set up a final against Spain. Lautaro Martinez
scored the equaliser for Argentina in the 85th
minute before Enzo sealed the game for the
team with a stoppage-time goal. After the vic-
tory, Enzo Fernandez took to Instagram
Stories to share a photo of himself with Lionel
Messi and Leandro Paredes, trolling England.
In the picture, the trio could be seen laughing,
with Oasis' Wonderwall playing in the back-
ground. It is worth noting that the England
football team used the song as its unofficial
anthem at the World Cup. Their players, as
well as their fans, used to sing the song togeth-
er after victories. Things did not go down well
with the post, and Fernandez eventually had
to delete it before posting it again without the
background song. Argentina face Spain in the
FIFA World Cup final on Sunday. Former
England striker Robbie Fowler believes
Spain have the edge but warned that Lionel

A

Messi is one player capable of changing the
game on his own. Fowler said Spain's control
of midfield, led by Rodri, gives them a slight
advantage, although stopping Messi over 90
minutes remains among the toughest chal-
lenges in the sport. "(Lamine) Yamal will be a
different player. He will be a different animal
in the final. I have seen enough of that in the
semi-final to know that his game will change,"
Fowler told reporters in Mumbai.

French Grandmaster Alireza Firouzja Stuns World
Champion D Gukesh At Chennai Grand Masters 2026

nament carries a prize purse
of Rs 75 lakh besides offering
valuable FIDE Circuit points.
After Deepraj Mukherijee,
General Manager of The
Westin Chennai Velachery,
made the ceremonial first
move between Firouzja and
Gukesh, the Frenchman
opened with the Ruy Lopez.
Gukesh looked on course to
salvage a draw in a knight-

t I -;-fo

7 and-pawn ending,
French Grandmaster Alireza  prestigious classical o bu.t Firouzja's
Firouzja inflicted a shock chess  tourna- tlrpely pawn sac-
defeat on reigning world ment. The other rifice Cl‘E{a‘FEd
champion D Gukesh to three ndian play- the  decisive
emerge as the sole leader after  ers in the field - M breakthrough,
the second round of the Pranesh, Arjun allowing the
Chennai Grand Masters 2026  Erigaisi  and | French GM to
in Chennai on Friday. Nihal Sarin - all convert the
Firouzja, who had beaten settled for draws a d vanta g e
Indian GM M Pranesh with  against their high- with  precise
theblack piecesintheopening  er-rated opponents.
round, outlasted Gukesh ina  Organised by MGD1,

gruelling 69-move battle to
move to two points from as
many rounds in India's most

the eight-player
double round-
robin tour-

Request To Gautam Gambhir, Then A
Fallout: Big Rohit Sharma Claims Revealed

The third and final ODI against
England won't be Rohit Sharma's
last for India, confirmed BCCI sec-
retary Devajit Saikia on Friday.
This statement from the official
reports
claimed that the series-decider
against the Three Lions could be
Rohit's last game in India colours
and that he might opt to retire with
the conclusion of the contest. As
these reports came during his poor
batting form, the update only
fuelled the speculation about his
future. It spread like wildfire, and
eventually Saikia had to come for-
ward to clarify that all of it was
false. While Saikia cleared the air
on the issue, there are reports that
Gautam Gambhir, Ajit Agarkar,

came after multiple

and Rohit Sharma have been shar-
ing a strained relationship in the
recent past. A PTI report on Friday
claimed that it was Rohit who
requested Gautam Gambhir dur-
ing the Indian Premier League 2024
to coach India. Kolkata Knight
Riders were playing against
Mumbai Indians in an away game
at the Wankhede Stadium when
Rohit made the request. Rahul
Dravid was set to leave the post of
India's head coach, and Rohit want-
ed Gambhir to take up that role. As
per the shared details, Rohit went
up to Gambhir during an evening
training session at Wankhede and
said, "Gauti bhai Indian team mein
aa jaao (Gauti bhai, join the Indian
team)." To this, Gambhir had

Agarkar

apparently replied: "If you remain
captain, I will definitely join." The
report further stated that the rela-
tionship between Rohit and
Gambhir deteriorated during
India's 0-3 drubbing by New
Zealand at home. It added that the
bond worsened during India's tour
of Australia in 2024-25. On the eve
of the Sydney Test, Rohit was
engrossed in a prolonged discus-
sion with Gambhir and chief selec-
tor Ajit Agarkar at the SCG during to
the team's training. The batter
reportedly wanted to sit out for the
match owing to his poor form, but
didn't
request, claimed the agency in its
report. It stated that Agarkar
advised Rohit not to "sit out" as his

selection for
the next
series in |
England, six |
months
later,
would be ¥

an issue. |
Rohit
appar-

ently

wanted

quit
Tests and
announce his
retirement the very next day.
But when he gave an inter-
view to the broadcasters, he
was famously quoted as say-
ing: "I am a father of two.

approve his

Forged At I1S, Bound For
Glasgow: Inspire Institute
Of Sport's Commonwealth

Games 2026 Contingent

-

record holder Gulveer
Singh and Asian Games
medallist Parul Chaudhary,

Every major multi-sport
Games is shaped by
% athletes at different

\ stages of their alongside a new generation
careers. Some of athletes making their
arrive as experi- mark across boxing, judo
enced cam- and athletics. Together,

paigners
looking to

they reflect the depth of tal-
ent that has emerged

build on through the institute's high-
years of suc- performance programme
cess, while and years of consistent
others pre- preparation. The contin-

pare to make
their debut on one of sport's
biggest stages. This year, 21
athletes from the Inspire
Institute of Sport (IIS) will
represent India at the
Commonwealth Games
2026 in Glasgow across
boxing, judo, athletics

gent brings together estab-
lished international per-
formers and some of India's
most promising young ath-
letes. From Olympic and
World Championship com-
petitors to rising stars earn-
ing their first major Games
selection, each athlete has

and swimming. reached this stage through
Among them are sustained performances on
Olympian Sajan  the national and interna-

Prakash, national tional circuit.
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VETERAN PRODUCER
CHADALAVADA SRINIVASA RAO

Movie Makers and

maravathi
Sundarakanda Motion Pictures have
jointly produced Hey Chikkitha, with

N. Ashok RNS and 'Garudavega' Anji serv-
ing as producers. Starring

Abhinav Manikanta,
Divigja
Prabhakar,
Tanmay

As

the 2024

National Film
Awards are expected
to be announced this
evening, Telugu cinema

fans are eagerly backing
Kalki 2898 AD for major

Khushi, Devi Prasad, and ETV Prabhakar in
key roles, the film is directed by Dhanraj
Lekkala and is slated for a theatrical release
on July 24.
The film has already generated positive buzz
with its posters, teaser, and songs, all of
which have significantly raised audience
expectations. The makers recently unveiled
the theatrical trailer at a grand pre-release
event attended by eminent guests including
producer Chadalavada Srinivasa Rao,
Thummalapalli Rama Satyanarayana, Ram-
Lakshman Masters, comedian Ali, V.N.
Aditya, and Prasanna Kumar.
Producer
Srinivasa Rao said , "When I was
young, I produced Laila, and the film
earned tremendous profits through
its audio rights alone. Looking at
the Hey Chikkitha team reminded
me of those wonderful days.

Chadalavada

Mythri Movie Distributors

LLP to Release Mandaadi

in Telugu on a Grand Scale
on September 10

resented by Elred

Kumar under the

RS Infotainment
banner, Mandaadi is
directed by Mathimaran
Pugazhendi and produced
by Elred Kumar. The film
stars Soori and Suhas in
pivotal roles.
The content released so
far has generated a strong

the team has already
teased, is expected to be
one of the major attrac-
tions of the film.

Mandaadi is all set for a
grand worldwide release
on September 10 in
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada,
Malayalam, and Hindi.
The Telugu version will
be distributed across

he Pan-Indian horror

fantasy starring

Prabhas is receiving
a sensational response on
the small screen despite its
box-office shortcomings.
According to Ormax’s
Stream View Half-Yearly
Report 2026, The Raja Saab
topped the charts with a
massive 17.5 million views
on JioHotstar. Standing at
number 1 position in Indian
films on OTT, proving once
again that the tag of “India’s
Biggest Superstar” for
Prabhas is far from an exag-
geration.
It has to be noted that much
like Raja Saab this year, in
2025 as well, films like Mirai
and Jaat featured in the Top
5 of the same report. After
HanuMan, Teja Sajja’s
growth in popularity across
the nation reflected in
Mirai’s numbers theatrical-
ly and digitally as well.
Adding to that, Mirai went
on to register a Massive
TVR on satellite television
both in telugu and hindi
and on JioHotstar took plat-
form’s #1 trending film
position. On the other hand,
Sunny Deol’s Jaat even sur-
passed Pushpa 2 on Netflix
in terms of OTT views.
Interestingly all the above

. It takes the blessings of many life- response from audiences. Andhra Pradesh and films are produced by

honours. Many believe the times to become a producer, artist, The striking character Telangana by Mythri People Media Factory.
a or technician in this industry. transformations of Soori Movie Distributors LLP, Irrespective of the films’
Prabhas starrer deserv €s Every actor has performed excep- and Suhas have grabbed ensuring a massive box-office  performances,

& info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

THE RAJA SAAB
SCORES BIG ON OTT

release in the Telugu
states. The film also stars
Mahima Nambiar as the
female lead, alongside
Sathyaraj, Ravindra
Vijay, Mithun, Bala
Saravanan, and others in

attention, while the mak-
ers are confident that the
film's high-octane action
sequences and stunning
visuals will be among its
biggest highlights. The
much-talked-about boat
action sequence, which

their reach on digital and
satellite platforms is mas-
sive. Also let’s see how
Mirai and Jaat will perform
in their upcoming sequels
in both theatrical and non-
theatrical arenas. Working
with superstar is like work-

either Best Film or Best Visual
Effects recognition, calling it
one of the most technically

accomplished films ever pro-
duced in TF1I history.

tionally well in Hey Chikkitha.
Anji's cinematography is excel-
lent. I sincerely hope the director,
producers, and everyone associat-
ed with this film earn great recog-
nition through it. The satisfaction
of scoring a hit with a small film is
incomparable. key roles.

FROM ‘490S°’ TO ‘LENIN’ — SIVAJI’S | NEWTON'S THIRD LAW' IS A THRILLER
WINNING STREAK CONTINUES S SR C

money, along with love
from fans. But if they fail to
deliver, the repercussions
are stiff as they face endless
trolls on social media.

ing with a double edged
sword for directors. If they
deliver a good film that
clicks at the box office, they
accumulate fame and

Fissalzdorln

Sivaji delivered a powerful perform-
ance as Yathiraju in the blockbuster
Lenin, winning praise from critics and
movie lovers alike. His journey, which
began with the hit ETV Win web series
90’s, continues to showcase his commit-
ment to challenging and meaningful
roles.
Looking ahead, Sivaji has
an exciting slate of proj-
ects that promise to
further elevate his

A ctor Sivaji has established him-
self as one of Telugu cinema’s

finest performers, known for
choosing content-driven films and por-
traying diverse, impactful characters.
From comedy and family entertainers
to emotional dramas and action-packed
roles, he has consistently
impressed audiences
with his versatility.
After making a suc-
cessful comeback

Actor
Sivaji has estab-

through Bigg Boss lished himself as one of career. He will next
Telugu, Sivaji Telueu cinema’s finest be seen in Epic,
carefully selected g where he plays a

performers, known for
choosing content-driven
films and portraying

middle-class
father in an emo-
tionally com-

meaningful
scripts, earning
the trust of audi-

ences who now diverse, impactful pelling role.

believe that every Cha;‘ac ters Alongside this, he is ¥

film featuring him : part of Allari Naresh’s . . .

promises quality sto- upcoming film, the S gmanth '1s the hero At the song laun'ch event, thefilm would only work if  Actor Award ) for
rytelling and memorable Telugu-Tamil  bilingual in the unique thriller = hero Sumanth said... Hello those two characters were Anaganaga. On this occa-

'Newton's Third Law'

performances. starring Pradeep Ranganathan everyone. I got the story of amazing. sion, I thank the manage-
His second innings has been nothing a project directed by Kalyar; produced by Ewin. 'Newton's Third Law' right Both of them really acted ment of ETV. This film is
short of remarkable. Critically —Chakravarthy, and several other pres- Directed by Rajesh Karna, in one sitting. I am very amazingly. This song is coming before the audi-

the film is produced by K. also based on their charac-

Harish. The film will hit

happy to do this project ence on July 31. We are

acclaimed films like Court and

tigious ventures. With strong scripts,

Dandora brought him widespread
appreciation and prestigious awards,
further strengthening his reputation as
an actor who values substance over
commercial formulas. Most recently,

versatile characters, and growing
recognition across industries, Sivaji
continues to redefine himself as one of
the most dependable and content-ori-
ented actors in Telugu cinema.

the theaters on the 31st of
this month. On this occa-
sion, the makers launched

the song Dham Dham.

after 'Anaganaga’. As soon
as I heard the story, I told
Vinay's character and
Karthik's character to be
very strong. I thought that

ters. Every character has a
lot of importance in the
film. Everyone did full jus-
tice to their roles. It is very
happy to receive the Best

coming with a very good
film. We are all very confi-
dent about the film. This
film will definitely enter-
tain all of you.

Shruti Haasan’s Regal
Look Steals The Show

ulti- talented
M actress Shruti

Haasan continues

to prove her stami-
na in both acting and
music. Her recent
song “Pavazha
Malli,” sung
alongside com-
poser Sai
Abhyankkar,
has taken the
internet by
storm. In just
about four
months, the track
has crossed close to
300 million views, becom-
ing one of the biggest musi-
cal hits of the year and
showing fans yet another

Multi-
talented actress
Shruti Haasan
continues to
prove her stamina in
both acting and
music.

side of her versatile talent.
This time, Shruti turned
heads in a rich purple and
wine-toned saree, paired
with a heavily
embroi-
dered
halter-
neck
blouse
fea-
turing
gold
thread
work.
The pallu
carried the

same intricate
detailing, giving the outfit a
regal, festive touch. She
kept her hair loose in soft

waves, added a classic bindi
and jhumkas, and finished
the look with bold lips,
striking a perfect balance
between traditional ele-
gance and modern styling.
On the acting front, Shruti
is currently filming for
“Aakasamlo Oka Tara,” a
much-awaited Telugu film
directed by Pavan Sadineni.
The movie stars Dulquer
Salmaan and Satvika
Veeravalli in lead roles,
with Shruti playing a piv-
otal character. Backed by
Geetha Arts and Swapna
Cinema, the film will
release in Telugu,
Malayalam, Tamil,
Kannada, and Hindi.

KRITHI
RADIATES
ELEGANCE IN
SLEEVELESS
BLUE GOWN

rithi Shetty is a

vision of elegance in

her latest photo-
shoot! The actress, known
for her stunning looks and
impeccable style, is seen
wearing a sleeveless blue
gown that flatters her fig-
ure perfectly. She pairs the
gown with a pair of stylish
leggings and a golden
dupatta, adding a touch of
traditional charm to the
modern outfit. To complete
her look, Krithi acces-
sorizes with golden ear-
rings and a bindi, enhanc-
ing her natural beauty.
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