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Weeks into marriage, TVK & (Centre flags security concerns
partners mull over modality

Allies seek common minimum programme, coordination panel to strengthen alliance;
Congress says TVK's INDIA entry after it wins parliamentary seat

CHENNAL

months after coming together
to secure power in the face of
serious political strife, the rul-

Nearly

ing Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) and its
allies in power held a sit-down
for the first time to discuss the
contours of a formal coalition.

During the meeting attend-
ed by TVK president and
Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay
and leaders of the Congress,
VCK, IUML, and MDMK, the
partners proposed the formu-
lation of a common minimum
programme (CMP) and the
creation of a coordination
committee to ensure the
smooth functioning and long-
term stability of the ruling

8 killed, 24 injured as bus catches
fire after ramming truck in Dausa

JATPUR (TSIT):

Eight people were killed
and 24 injured after a bus
rammed into a truck and
caught fire on the Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway in
Rajasthan’s Dausa district
early Wednesday, police
said. The accident occurred
near Dhanawda in the
Kolwa police station area.
Dausa SP Piyush Dixit
told PTI that five persons
were burnt alive, two died
on the spot due to severe
head injuries, while one
succumbed to burn inju-
ries at a hospital. “The bus
belonging to Hans Travels
was heading to Indore
from Rishikesh when it

collided with a truck mov-
ing ahead of it on the
expressway,” the SP said.

A bus stands gutted in
fire after it collided with a
truck on the Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway, in
Dausa, Rajasthan, early
Wednesday, July 1, 2026.

Eight people were
killed A bus stands gut-
ted in fire after it collided
with a truck on the Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway, in
Dausa, Rajasthan, early
Wednesday, July 1, 2026.
Eight people were
killedPTI The impact of
the collision triggered a
fire in both vehicles,
causing panic among the
passengers.

two

coalition.

Addressing reporters after
the hour-long alliance meet-
ing, Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee president and alli-
ance spokesperson Manickam
Tagore said the discussions
centred on three key issues:
the sustainability of the alli-
ance, the constitution of a
coordination committee, and
the preparation of a common
minimum programme. “The
alliance partners discussed
the need for a coordination
committee and a common
minimum programme to
ensure the effective function-
ing and continuity of the alli-
ance. We also deliberated on
naming the alliance, and a

decision will be taken at the
next meeting,” Tagore said.

Responding to a question on
whether the TVK would join the
INDIA bloc, Tagore said member-
ship in the opposition alliance
was currently limited to parties
represented in Parliament. “Only
parties with Parliamentarians
are part of the INDIA bloc at pres-
ent. Once the TVK secures MPs,
the matter can be discussed,” he
said. On the possibility of discus-
sions relating to the forthcoming
by-elections and local body polls,
Tagore said the meeting was
confined to strengthening alli-
ance coordination and that elec-
toral issues would be taken up
separately at a later stage. [UML
leader and Minister AM
Shahjahan said Chief Minister
Vijay assured the allies that the
government would remain com-
mitted to secularism and social
justice, and ensuring corrup-
tionfree governance. VCK gen-
eral secretary and Lok Sabha
member D Ravikumar said the
alliance leaders appreciated the
functioning of the TVK-led gov-
ernment and described it as
transparent and free from cor-
ruption.

over WhatsApp's upcoming
username feature

New Delhi (TSIT)

The Government on Wednesday expressed
concern over the new username feature
introduced by social messaging platform
WhatsApp, with highly placed sources
indicating that the issue is being moni-

tored closely as it poses possible risks to

digital security and the company could be

sent a notice on the matter.

Sources said that social media platforms
must ensure that their products are not
misused for impersonation, scams or mis-
information, while adding that misuse
through usernames, edited messages, fake

WhatsApp is expected to roll out OO
the username feature later this year,
which will allow users to communicate
without sharing their phone numbers

groups or impersonation could invite reg-

ulatory action similar to the measures

examined.

taken against Telegram during the NEET
examination
must ensure their architecture is not used
to create mischief. If it is, the response will
be calibrated but firm,” an official said.
Features like username registration
may pose risks to digital security as it
could be misused by creating usernames
in anyone’s name, therefore the ministry
is looking into the issue and will discuss
the matter with the relevant departments
and every legal aspect of the issue will be

controversy.“Platforms

WhatsApp is expected to roll out the user-
name feature later this year, which will
allow users to communicate without sharing

their phone numbers. While privacy advo-

cates say the move could reduce exposure to
risks such as contact scraping and SIM-
swapping attacks, as experts have raised
concerns about identity fraud, imperson-
ation and data-sharing implications.

Chartered accountants are custodians Japan PM arrives in Delhi,
of trust in financial system: Vice Prez

NEW DELHI (TSIT)

Chartered accountants are
the custodians of trust in
the financial system and
their standards should not
be diluted, Vice President
C P Radhakrishnan said
on Wednesday.
Emphasising the impor-
tance of ethical practices,
he also said that economic
growth without ethics
would not serve any pur-
pose.

Speaking at the function
to mark the 78th Chartered
Accountants’ Day in the
national capital,
Radhakrishnan said the
Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India
(ICAI) should not dilute
the examination standards
as chartered accountants
safeguard the financial
system.“Chartered
accountants are the custo-
dians of trust in the finan-
cial system...,”
Radhakrishnan said and
highlighted the ICATI’s tra-

India slams targeted demolition ot
125-yr-old Gurdwara in Pakistan

New Delhi (TSIT):

India on Wednesday strongly
condemned the "highly
deplorable" and "targeted act
of vandalism" against a
revered Sikh shrine in
Pakistan while once again
highlighting the systemic tar-
geting of religious minorities
and their places of worship
across the border which con-
tinues unabated.Responding
to media queries, the spokes-
person of Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
Randhir Jaiswal stated that
India has taken note of the
"deeply distressing" reports
regarding the demolition of
the historic 125-year-old
sacred Gurdwara Sri Guru
Singh Sabha Sahib in
Faroogabad, Pakistan."We

strongly condemn this highly
deplorable and targeted act of
vandalism against a revered
Sikh shrine. Its destruction,
along with reports of no
meaningful action being
taken by local authorities or
the Evacuee Trust Property
Board (ETPB), is a matter of
grave concern," he said.
"This is unfortunately not
an isolated incident, as we
have also seen similar reports
earlier. The systemic target-

ing of religious minorities
and their places of worship in
Pakistan continues unabat-
ed. We call upon the
Government of Pakistan to
expeditiously investigate this
matter and bring the perpe-
trators of this despicable act
to justice," Jaiswal added.
India urged that the demol-
ished portions of the Gurdwara
Sahib should be restored and
reconstructed at the earliest.
"Further, we urge the
Government of Pakistan to dis-
charge its obligations to ensure
the safety, security, and well-
being of its minority communi-
ties and their places of worship,
and put a decisive end to the
prevailing environment of sec-
tarian violence and religious
intolerance in Pakistan," the
MEA spokesperson stated.

dition of integrity, excel-
lence, accountability and
service to the nation.

ICAI has more than five
lakh members. It conducts
the qualifying examina-
tions for individuals to
become chartered accoun-
tants.

Radhakrishnan urged
chartered accountants to
ensure fair competition by
protecting honest enter-
prises and acting firmly
against unethical practic-
es.The ease of doing busi-
ness must always operate
within the framework of
law and chartered accoun-
tants have a vital responsi-
bility in ensuring that bal-
ance. Saving money at the

cost of quality would be
disastrous, the vice presi-
dent said.

Further, Radhakrishnan
said ICAI's district-level
associations should look to
develop practical knowledge
of products identified under
the One District One
Product (ODOP) initiative
and such efforts would
enable them to guide pro-
ducers in reducing costs
without compromising
quality, thereby enhancing
competitiveness and
strengthening local econo-
mies.The failure among the
chartered accountants is the
“highest minimal” due to
the high standards of the
chartered accountants
examination,
Radhakrishnan said and
asserted that the standards
should not be diluted.
Further, the Vice President
said that chartered accoun-
tants and cost accountants
should work together,
whereby they can help enti-
ties in reducing their costs.

to hold talks with Modi

NEW DELHI (TSIT):

Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi arrived in
New Delhi on Wednesday
on a three-day visit to
India, during which she
will hold talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
strengthen bilateral coop-
eration across trade,
investment, defence and
other key sectors.

"Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi! A very warm

welcome to Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi of Japan
who arrives in New Delhi
on an Official Visit.

PM  Takaichi was
received by MoS @
DrJitendraSingh," External
affairs ministry's spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal
posted on X. "The visit
marks an important step in
taking forward the Special
Strategic and  Global
Partnership between India
and Japan," he said.

PM hails 11-yr of
digital India, says
initiative has
transformed
governance and
empowered citizens

New Delhi (TSIT):

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday
marked the 11th anniver-
sary of the Digital India
initiative, describing it as
a transformative pro-
gramme that has reshaped
governance, empowered
citizens and laid a strong
foundation for a developed
and self-reliant India.

In a series of posts on
social media platform X,
the Prime Minister said
the flagship initiative has
revolutionised public ser-
vice delivery, accelerated
innovation and improved
the ease of living for mil-
lions of Indians through
technology-driven gover-
nance. “Today, we mark 11
years since the Digital
India initiative was
launched. This initiative
has redefined governance,
empowered citizens and
accelerated all-round devel-
opment. It has touched
every aspect of life,” Modi
said.Highlighting the pro-
gramme’s achievements,
he said seamless digital
payments, direct benefit
transfers and the rapid
expansion of India’s digital
public infrastructure have
made governance more
transparent, efficient and
accessible. “From seamless
digital payments and direct
benefit transfers reaching
beneficiaries with trans-
parency to the expanding
digital public infrastruc-
ture, technology has
become a powerful instru-
ment for furthering ‘Ease
of Living,”” the Prime
Minister wrote.

Modi said the Digital
India mission has spurred
innovation across the
country, extending oppor-
tunities beyond metropoli-
tan centres to villages and
smaller cities.

Hero Motors launches Global Parts Centre 2.0 in AP

CM Naidu assures full support for the company'’s expansion in the State

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu laid the
foundation stone for Hero
Motors' Global Parts Centre 2.0
and reaffirmed the state's com-
mitment to promoting industri-
al growth by extending all nec-
essary support for the project.
Addressing the gathering,
the Chief Minister said Hero
Motors, a partner in the State
Government's flagship P4
(Public-Private-People
Partnership) initiative, has not
only contributed to industrial
development but has also sup-
ported social welfare by men-
toring underprivileged families
and launching scholarships
under the "Dr Brij Mohan Lall
Munjal Heroes of Tomorrow"
programme through the
Swarna Andhra Foundation.

Naidu paid rich tributes to
Hero founder Dr Brij Mohan
Lall Munjal, describing him as
a nation builder who went
beyond entrepreneurship. He
recalled that the government
had persuaded Hero Motors to
establish its manufacturing
facility in Andhra Pradesh
instead of another state and
noted that the plant, inaugurat-
ed in Tirupati in 2018, is now
producing electric two-wheel-
ers under the Vida brand. He
urged the company to develop
the Sri City facility into Hero's
largest global centre and com-
mence work on its proposed
Rs.3,200-crore investment at the
earliest. Assuring complete
government support, he said
the plant should be completed
quickly and commercial pro-
duction started without delay.

Stating that the future

belongs to electric mobility, the
Chief Minister called upon
Hero Motors to scale up EV
production in line with grow-
ing demand.

He said Andhra Pradesh has
drawn up plans to generate 160
GW of green energy, with

agreements already in place for
nearly 100 GW of power genera-
tion. Highlighting the state's
investor-friendly ecosystem,
Naidu said Andhra Pradesh
has moved beyond "Ease of
Doing Business" to "Speed of
Doing Business", backed by
excellent road, rail, air and port
connectivity, reliable water
resources, and robust infra-
structure for industries.

He said the government is
ensuring that farmers benefit
from the state's development,
recalling that 29,000 farmers
voluntarily pooled land for the
construction of Amaravati and
have been made stakeholders
in the capital city's growth.

The Chief Minister also high-
lighted several major invest-
ment initiatives, including the
proposed Google Data Centre in
Visakhapatnam, additional

data centre projects, the recent-
ly inaugurated Jonnagiri Gold
Field, the upcoming Quantum
Computing Centre in
Amaravati, and the resumption
of work on the Kadapa Steel
Plant. Naidu thanked Hero
Motors for offering electric two-
wheelers to women police per-
sonnel in Tirupati and noted
that nearly 40 per cent of the
company's workforce compris-
es women, praising the capabili-
ties of women in Andhra
Pradesh. Reiterating the gov-
ernment's inclusive develop-
ment agenda, he said the P4 ini-
tiative has successfully encour-
aged affluent sections to sup-
port poor families. He stressed
that wealth creation should go
hand in hand with equitable
distribution and called for col-
lective efforts to build an inclu-
sive society.
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Sachin Ahir possesses ability to

make right decision at right time:
Maha CM Fadnavis

Mumbai, July 1 : Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis praised Sachin
Ahir for his unopposed
election as the
Maharashtra Legislative
Council Deputy Chairman,
stating that since he was
trained under the mentor-
ship of veteran leader
Sharad Pawar, he knows
exactly when to "score a
goal" and possesses the
ability to make the right
decision at the right time.

CM Fadnavis thanked
the Opposition for with-
drawing their nomination
for the Deputy Chairman's
post. "Sachin Ahir and I
were elected together in
1999. The literal meaning
of the word 'Ahir' is a cow-
herd and someone who is

fearless. Based on my per-
sonal experience with
him, he is indeed a fearless
worker," he remarked.

He added that anyone
occupying the Deputy
Chairman's chair is
expected to deliver justice
to everyone, and expressed
confidence that Sachin

Ahir would do so.

The CM also congratu-
lated Neelam Gorhe, who
previously served as the
Deputy Chairperson,
praising her for taking
firm stands and perform-
ing remarkably well dur-
ing recent times of politi-
cal conflict. CM Fadnavis
said Sachin Ahir's career
path is widely recognised
as that of a leader born out
of grassroots movements.

He has actively worked
for labourers and served
as an office-bearer of the
Mill Mazdoor Sabha. He
became an MLA in the
Legislative Assembly in
1999 and went on to win
three consecutive terms,
later serving as a Minister
of State in 2009.
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Telangana Higher Education’s Landmark Visit to

Germany, Paves Way for Acad

TSIT Bureau

Hyderabad, July 1: A high-level
delegation from the Higher
Education Department of the
Government of Telangana has
successfully concluded half of
the week-long visit to Germany,
marking a significant step
towards the internationaliza-
tion of higher education in the
State. The delegation led by
Secretary of Education Dr.
Yogita Rana visited three pre-
mier German universities from
June 29 to July 1, 2026 to explore
avenues for robust academic
and research collaborations.
The delegation comprised Vice-
Chancellors of five major State

universities -Osmania
University, Kakatiya
University, Mahatma Gandhi
University, Palamuru

University, and Satavahana
University along with senior
officers from the Higher
Education Department, faculty

CARE Hospitals Celebrates National Doctors' Day, Honours
Doctors for Their Commitment to Saving Lives

Hyderabad, July 1, 2026:
On the occasion of National
Doctors' Day, CARE
Hospitals, one of India's lead-
ing multi-specialty health-
care providers, honoured its
doctors across the network
in recognition of their
unwavering commitment to
clinical excellence, compas-
sionate patient care and med-
ical ethics. Doctors were
felicitated at hospitals across
the CARE network as a mark
of gratitude for their relent-
less service and dedication to
improving and saving lives.
The celebrations recognised
the invaluable contribution
of doctors who work tireless-
ly every day, often under
demanding circumstances,
to deliver high-quality,
patient-centred care. Senior

leadership, clinical teams
and employees came togeth-
er to express their apprecia-
tion for the dedication, resil-
ience and professionalism
demonstrated by CARE
Hospitals' medical fraternity.

The 2026 National Doctors'
Day theme, "Behind the
Mask: Who Heals the
Healers?", highlights the

importance of supporting the
mental, emotional and physi-
cal well-being of doctors.
CARE Hospitals believes
that empowering doctors
goes beyond investing in
advanced technology. It also
means creating an ecosystem
that promotes continuous
learning, multidisciplinary
collaboration, professional

growth and physician well-
being, enabling doctors to
consistently deliver the high-
est standards of care.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr. Pawan Kumar, Chief
Executive Officer, CARE
Hospitals, said, "Every patient
who walks into a hospital plac-
es immense trust in their doc-
tor, and that trust carries an
extraordinary responsibility.
Behind every successful diag-
nosis, complex surgery and life
saved is a doctor making count-
less critical decisions with com-
passion, commitment and clini-
cal expertise. National Doctors'
Day is an opportunity to recog-
nise and thank our doctors,
whose dedication continues to
make a meaningful difference
in the lives of thousands of
patients every day."

members from universities,
representatives from govern-
ment degree and polytechnic
colleges and Dr Soundarya
Joseph Project Officer of RUSA.
A Schedule of
Engagement and
Exploration
The delegation's itinerary
was designed for deep immer-
sion into the German academic
ecosystem. The visit com-
menced on June 29 at RWTH

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) Chairman Sri B. R. Naidu's
Birthday celellralinns Held Grandly in Timmala
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The birthday celebrations of TTD Chairman Sri Naidu were organized with great pomp at Tirumala.

1e! e

Aachen University, a leading
technical university.
Subsequent engagements were
held on June 30 at Ostfalia
University of Applied Sciences
followed by a visit to the
University of Géttingen on July
1. At each institution, the dele-
gation toured state-of-the-art
laboratories and centers of
excellence, gaining first-hand
insight into cutting-edge
research, academic programs,

IS §

teaching methodologies, and
the collaborative spirit that
defines German higher educa-
tion.

Forging Strong Academic

Ties

The discussions focused on
establishing multifaceted collab-
orations, including the setting up
of dual-degree courses, student
and faculty exchange programs,
and specialized short-term cours-
es. A key outcome of the visit was
the exchange of Letters of Intent
with the State universities repre-
sented in the delegation.
Significantly, RWTH Aachen
University has expressed a firm
intent to sign a formal
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Osmania University
signalling a potential flagship
partnership.

Commitment to
Internationalization

The leadership of the Higher

Education Department reiterat-

Vice Admiral K. Srinivas receives
Ati Vishisht Seva Medal

VISAKHAPATNAM, July 1:
Vice Admiral K. Srinivas,
Director General, Naval
Projects, Visakhapatnam, has
been conferred the prestigious
Ati Vishisht Seva Medal
(AVSM) by the President of
India at Rashtrapati Bhavan
in recognition of his distin-
guished service of an excep-
tional order to the nation.

Vice Admiral Srinivas
assumed charge as Director
General, Naval Projects,

Visakhapatnam, on November
1, 2025, after serving as
Admiral Superintendent of
the Naval Dockyard,
Visakhapatnam.
Commissioned into the Indian
Navy in 1990, he is an alumnus
of Sainik School, Korukonda,
and the National Defence
Academy, with over 35 years
of distinguished service.
During his career, he held
several key operational, tech-

APMAS marks Silver Jubilee with national

nical and strategic appoint-
ments, including service
onboard the aircraft carrier
INS Viraat. He also supervised
the repair and re-equipping of
INS Vikramaditya at
Severodvinsk, Russia, a land-
mark project for the Indian
Navy. He later commanded
INS Shivaji and served as
Assistant Chief of Material
(Dockyards & Refit).

A graduate of the Defence
Services Staff College, the
Naval War College and the
National Defence College, Vice
Admiral Srinivas has been
recognised for his leadership,
technical expertise and strate-
gic vision. Hailing from
Nimmakuru in Andhra
Pradesh's Krishna district, his
achievement is regarded as an
inspiration for aspiring offi-
cers and a testament to dedica-
tion, integrity and selfless ser-
vice to the nation.

conference on inclusive growth

SBI Hyderabad Circle marks 71st Bank Day
with CSR initiatives and felicitations

HYDERABAD: The State
Bank ofIndia (SBI) Hyderabad
Circle celebrated its 71st Bank
Day with a series of commu-
nity welfare initiatives and
felicitations, reaffirming the
bank's commitment to finan-
cial inclusion, social respon-
sibility and nation-building.
The celebrations were led
by Neelesh Dwivedi, Chief
General Manager, SBI
Hyderabad Circle, along with
General Managers Satish
Kumar, Ranvijay Pratap and

HYDERABAD,

R. Ganesh. The programme
began with the 71st Bank Day
pledge and the presentation of
eco-friendly plant bouquets to
dignitaries.

As part of its Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiatives, SBI donated a spe-
cialised minivan to the
Sadhana Institute for Special
Children in Secunderabad to
facilitate safe transportation
for students. The bank also
presented a 52-seater bus to
Durgabai Deshmukh College

of Nursing in Hyderabad to
support the daily commute of
students and faculty. The
vehicles were flagged off by
the senior leadership team.

Coinciding with National
Doctors' Day and Chartered
Accountants' Day, SBI hon-
oured 11 Bank Medical
Officers, specialists and
healthcare advisors for their
dedicated service to the SBI
family.

Distinguished auditors
C.S.R. Murthy and D. Vijay
Kumar were also felicitated
for their valuable contribu-
tions and long-standing asso-
ciation with the bank.
The programme concluded
with a vote of thanks by
Surajit Tripathy, Deputy
General Manager and Circle
Development Officer, mark-
ing the successful commence-
ment of the bank's 71st Bank
Day celebrations.

P. V. Narasimha Rao remembered as architect of
India’s economic reforms

late Prime Minister, said

HYDERABAD, July 1:
The Andhra Pradesh
Mahila Abhivruddhi
Society (APMAS) cele-
brated its 25th anni-
versary by organising
a two-day National
Conference on
"Community-Led
Pathways for Inclusive
Growth" at the Dr.
MCR HRD Institute in
Hyderabad on July 1
and 2.

The conference
brought together
development profes-
sionals, policymakers,
community leaders,
self-help group repre-
sentatives and social
sector organisations to
deliberate on strate-
gies for sustainable
and inclusive develop-

Producer
Organisations (FPOs),

Farmer

ment. Discussions Capacity Building and
focused on key areas Policy Advocacy,
such as Self-Help Urban Nutrition and
Groups (SHGs), WASH (Water,
Natural Farming, Sanitation and

Hygiene), and Public-
Private-People
Partnerships (P4).

As part of the Silver
Jubilee celebrations,
artists presented tradi-
tional cultural perfor-

mances reflecting
India's rich cultural
heritage. The organis-
ers felicitated the per-
formers and distin-
guished guests with
ceremonial shawls in
recognition of their
contributions.

The conference aims
to strengthen commu-
nity-led development
initiatives, encourage
knowledge sharing
and foster partner-
ships among govern-
ment agencies, civil
society organisations
and communities to
promote inclusive
growth in both rural
and urban areas.

Photo Caption:
Guests and traditional
dancers pose for a
group photograph dur-
ing the APMAS Silver
Jubilee celebrations at
the Dr. MCR HRD
Institute, Hyderabad.

June 29: The birth
anniversary of for-
mer Prime Minister
and Bharat Ratna P.
V. Narasimha Rao
was celebrated with
reverence at Sri
Krishnadevaraya
Telugu Bhasha
Nilayam, Sultan
Bazar, where emi-
nent personalities
paid tribute to his
remarkable contribu-
tions to India's eco-
nomic transformation and
democratic governance.

Government Advisor Dr.
K. Keshava Rao, the chief
guest, described P. V.
Narasimha Rao as the
architect of India's econom-
ic resurgence, saying his
bold reforms in 1991 res-
cued the country from a
severe financial crisis and
laid the foundation for its
emergence as a global eco-
nomic power.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, retired IAS offi-

cer Dr. K. V. Ramana
Chary hailed Rao as an out-
standing statesman, schol-
ar, polyglot and visionary
reformer who upheld integ-

rity, transparency and
democratic values through-
out his public life.

Guest of Honour Dr. V.
Kishan Rao, former
Registrar of Osmania
University, highlighted
Rao's passion for educa-
tion, literature and lan-
guages, while P. V.
Prabhakar Rao, son of the

his father believed
knowledge was life's
greatest wealth and
remained a lifelong
learner. He urged the
youth to emulate P. V.'s
ideals of patriotism, dis-
cipline and public ser-
vice.

The programme was
attended by scholars,
writers,  journalists,
social activists and
admirers of P. V.
Narasimha Rao, includ-

ing Jithender Rao
Thanugula, Senior
Journalist and President of
the Telangana Youth
Journalist Federation
(TYJF), who paid floral
tributes to the former
Prime Minister. Speakers
unanimously  observed
that P. V. Narasimha Rao's
enduring legacy would con-
tinue to inspire future gen-
erations and strengthen
India's democratic, intellec-
tual and economic founda-
tions.

emic Collaboration

ed the Telangana government's
strong commitment to interna-
tionalization. They expressed
keenness to establish long-term,
sustainable collaborations with
the German institutions and
pledged to take all necessary
steps to realize this vision,
which aligns with the State's
goal of becoming a premier edu-
cation hub. "We are incredibly
optimistic about the positive
outcomes of this visit. We
believe that in a very short
time, students from Telangana's
higher education institutions
will gain unparalleled opportu-
nities for global learning and
research,” stated Dr Yogita
Rana. This landmark visit is
expected to significantly
enhance the quality of higher
education in Telangana by pro-
viding students and faculty
with access to world-class aca-
demic resources and interna-
tional exposure.

Tirumala: TTD Executive
Officer Sri Ravichandra, Chief
? | | Vigilance Officer (CVO),

‘ Chandragiri MLA Sri Pulivarti
Nani, local Telugu Desam
Party leaders, SAAp Chairman
Sri Ravi Naidu, ]B. Srinivas,
Puligoru Murali and other
dignitaries together extended
their heartfelt greetings and
best wishes to the Chairman.
Leaders including jana sena
leader Kiran Rayal and tiru-
pati Ex MLA Sugunamma
were also present and con-
veyed their felicitations. On
this occasion, an
**Annadanam** (free meals)
program was conducted at
Alipiri Padalu (foot of the
Tirupati hills) in Tirupati
under the leadership of Sri
Prakash.

Indian Bank
honours doctors
on National
Doctors’ Day

HYDERABAD, July 1.
Marking National Doctors'
Day, M. Pichayya, Zonal
Head (General Manager)
for Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Karnataka
at Indian Bank, met and
felicitated Dr.
Narendranath Meda,
Clinical Director, Vascular
and Endovascular Surgeon
at KIMS Group of Hospitals,
Secunderabad, in recogni-
tion of the invaluable ser-
vices rendered by the medi-
cal fraternity. Extending
greetings to doctors, M.
Pichayya saluted their
unwavering dedication to
safeguarding the nation's
health and acknowledged
their selfless contribution
to society.He said that
while doctors work tire-
lessly to protect the health
of citizens, Indian Bank
remains committed to sup-
porting their financial well-
being through exclusive
loan products for medical
professionals and priority
banking services tailored to
their needs. "Thank you,
doctors. India is healthier
because of you. Happy
National Doctors' Day," he
said, expressing the bank's
gratitude to the medical
community. The interac-
tion highlighted the bank's
commitment to recognising
the service of healthcare
professionals and strength-
ening its relationship with
the medical fraternity
through specialised finan-
cial solutions.
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Left party leaders call on CM Vijay,
seek all-party meet on Cauvery issue

CHENNAI: Leaders of
CPI and CPM on
Wednesday said they
urged Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay to prioritise
employment generation,
regularise long-serving
contract workers, address
the concerns of farmers

and labourers, and con-
vene an all-party meeting
on the Cauvery issue,
while reiterating that their
outside support to the
TVK-led government
would continue. They sub-
mitted a memorandum
highlighting issues con-

SPECIALISED ASSET RECOVERY
%0 &% £\ Canara Bank MANAGEMENT BRANCH-1
| e, 2nd Floor, C.0. Bldg. No.86,
(A Government Of India Undertaking) Spencer Towers, M G Road,

Head Office: Bangalore Bangalore- 560001. Telefax: 080-25310066,
E-Mail: cb2366canarabank.com

TO BORROWER/ GUARANTOR/MORTGAGOR DEMAND NOTICE [SECTION 13(2)]

NOTICE ISSUED UNDER SECTION 13(2) OF THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION
OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002
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cerning employment,
labour welfare and agri-
culture. Speaking to
reporters after the meet-
ing, Shanmugam
described it as a courtesy
call, stating that it was the
first time the Left leaders
had met the Chief Minister
since he assumed office.
He said that they would be
meeting him again with
demands ahead of the
ensuing state budget.

He said the delegation
urged the government to

fill vacancies in education-
al institutions, create more
employment opportunities

and intervene in the
alleged irregularities in
the recent Teachers

Recruitment Board (TRB)
examination.

He also urged the State
government to hold con-
sultations with trade
unions before framing
rules under the Labour
Codes, saying workers’
concerns should be taken
into account.

On the Cauvery issue,
Shanmugam said the gov-
ernment should convene
an all-party meeting and
invite farmers’ organisa-
tions to evolve a consensus
on the Mekedatu balanc-
ing reservoir issue before
taking further steps.“The
Chief Minister assured us
that he would look into the
issues raised and said we
could approach the gov-
ernment at any time with
our demands,” he said.
Responding to questions
about the TVK’s alliance
meeting later in the day,
both Veerapandian and
Shanmugam stated that
the CPI and CPM would
not participate, as they
were providing only exter-
nal support to the govern-
ment and were not part of
the ruling alliance.

® info.southindiatimes@gmail.com
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MANAGING DIRECTOR AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF AXIS BANK CALLED ON THE HONBLE CHIEF MINISTER

PMK President Anbumani launches Cauvery
awareness march against Mekedatu dam project

CHENNAL PMK President
Anbumani Ramadoss on
Wednesday launched a public
awareness march from
Biligundlu in Dharmapuri
district to Poompuhar,
demanding that the
Karnataka government aban-
don the proposed Mekedatu
dam project across the
Cauvery River. Addressing
reporters before the start of
the rally, Anbumani warned
that the project would severe-
ly affect Tamil Nadu’s water
security, agriculture, and
environment, and urged the
State government to intensify
its legal battle against the
dam. Speaking to reporters
before flagging off the march,

the PMK leader said t

es, agriculture, and ecological
balance.Describing the
Cauvery as Tamil Nadu’s life-
line, Anbumani said more
than five crore people in
Tamil Nadu depend on the
river directly or indirectly. He
claimed that if Karnataka pro-
ceeds with the Mekedatu proj-
ect, even the limited flow cur-
rently reaching Tamil Nadu

he pri-  the dam across the Cauvery

would be affected, posing a
mary objective of the cam-  River. Healleged thattheproj-  serious threat to drinking
paign was to prevent ect would be detrimental to  water supplies and irrigation.

Karnataka from constructing

Tamil Nadu’s water resourc-

Questioning Karnataka’s jus-

CIN- U65922KL2011PLC029231
Corporate Office : Muthoot Homefin (INDIA) Ltd. 19/E, The Ruby, Senapati Bapat
Muthoot Homefin Marg, Tulsi Pipe Road, Near Ruparel College, Dadar West, Mumbai - 400028.

Muthoot Homefin (|ndia) Ltd. | Branch Office: Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd., No 76(41), Block 1, 1st floor, 1st Main

Road, CIT Nagar, Nandanam, Chennai - 600035
APPENDIX-IV-A [See proviso to Rule 8(6)]

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR AUCTION CUM SALE

Pursuant to taking possession of the secured asset mentioned hereunder by the Authorized Officer of Muthoot Homefin
(India) Ltd. under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002 for the recovery of amount due from borrower/s, offers are invited by the undersigned in sealed covers for purchase
of immovable property, as described hereunder, which is in the possession, on ‘As Is Where Is Basis’, ‘As Is What Is Basis’

‘We, Canara Bank, Bengaluru ARM-1 Branch had issued Demand Notices and ‘Whatever Is There Is Basis’, Particulars of which are given below:-

Tamil Nadu may benefit more

under Section 13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets Sr.[  Borrower(s)/ Demand Description Reserve Earnest
and Security Interest Act 2002 by Registered Post with Acknowledgment Due = - - - No. Co-Borrower(s)/ Notice of the Price Money
(4D e acoses e ok asmorordon Sz from Adani’s Vizhinjam Port, St low | Dateand oo’ Deposh a0}
as not been acknowledgement returned due to non-availability of addressees at the oo - ——
said addresses / due to evading of service of the notices sent by RPAD, notice could - |Rajivgandhi 20-May-2025/Rs. |Comprised in S. No 617/2 door No Rs. Rs.2,81,617/-
not be served. Further, Bank had served the said demand notices by affixture at the wa r n S Ke ra. I a c M S a_t h e esa n gl:rr:j:waa/rrajan/ R 1128'25'?6/ -t &5 3?"3"3' Ii(o” Streit ctur Vil R 28'16'%70/ -t T_ul’:seEs, L":o
addresses given. The contents ofthe said notices are mentioned herein below. Rupees Twenty |Viadhanankuppam foratiur vifage | Rupees fwenty) Lakh tighty
CHE-HL-000458/ |Eight Lakh Twenty [Ambattur Taluk Thiruvallur district Eight Lakh One
21-) (’;\?mﬁu an:‘lU‘:\Idcc‘lgﬁo‘gEthle?orl\aov;E;Gl ftll‘:arglntor IL Molrltgalgord: Chennai Five Thousand |Chennai 600099 North-Mr A Baskar Sixteen  |Thousand Six
S »  NO.1U/b, oor, Lavelle Koad, i i Two Hundred |part Land and Feet Common Thousand One| Hundred
Bangalore-560001 . (b) Mis NUV VELLORE LLP, NH46 (L & T Rest Area), Mottur ernment of moving at a slow pace in Thirty SixOnly. |Passage, South-Mr A Velayudham |  Hundred | Seventeen
; ) ; acquiring land for port-based industries ¥ ¥ g Y
V|I_Iage Abdhullapuram, Vellpre Tamilnadu, Pin §32"010. (2) Mr. Venkata - ! . &S Part Land, East- 8 feet wide Road Seventy Only. only.
Srikanth Nuvvala (Partner) Sri Towers Flat No. 401, Sivaji Road, Ayyappa Nagar, _ If we fail to acquire land _fOI‘ alhgd west-Mr A Basker Part Land
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh-520007. (3) Mr. Kr Ramalingaiah (Partner) Sfo industries, neighbouring Tamil Nadu is 2.[s sudha/ 24-Jun-2025/ Rs. |Comprised S.no. S.No.56/3 & 56/14 Rs. Rs.3,96,881/-
5R1 s\éoﬁaligﬁalalgh, 8'6'6MKamsar'tpet H'”g‘g’”r A"f"taw' é.“.‘.’hr?] PlzadeBer- making rapid preparations to become N Suresh/ 29,22,411/- |Old T.5.N0:231/6, T.5.N0.231/8 Sub | 39,68,813/- | Rupees
1260 #fgoagséthg;mg%ﬂ’m(_’[: oﬂ‘;“%‘;’.ara.e:ﬁ;\;’:ig)ar ganlrgﬁjsre?ge(?(;% : the biggest beneficiary of Vizhinjam CHE-HL-000524/ | Rupees Twenty |Division 56/3A Part, Plot No.3C, Rajan | Rupees Thirty | Three Lakh
' ‘_ ge, BEN'. Layoul, Rajarajes gar, 5ang ' t.” h ti d. “O the last fi Chennai Nine Lakh Twenty |Street, Venkateshwara Nagar Nine Lakh Sixty| Ninety Six
[Details of the credit facility/ies availed by the Borrower] port,” he cautioned. ver the last five . : N
— it years, Tamil Nadu has made great efforts Two Thousand |Extension, Oragad_am Village, Eight Tho.usand
SL.| Nature of Loan/Limit | Date of | Amount |Liability as on|Rate of L Four Hundred  |Ambattur, Chennai - 600053. North- Thousand Eight
IINO. Loan No. Sanction (Rs.) 01.06.2026 |Interest tO. eme_rge as the beneficiary of the Eleven Only. plot No.2, South- Plot No.4, Plot Eight Hundred [Hundred And
Term Loan Rs Rs Vizhinjam port. Unfortunately, land No.3A & 3B, East- Land and Building, | And Thirteen | Eighty One
1 23.09.2019 a00L. . 14.80 acquisition for portrelated industries West- Plot No.3B and 9.3ft Wide Only. Only.
0887773011866 8,90,00,000/- | 4,85,61,053.62 ! . P d 20 Feet Road (Raian S
and other enabling infrastructure pro- assage and 20 Feet Road (Rajan Street)

Total Liability Amount: Rs.4,85,61,053.62 (Rupees Four Crore Eighty Five
Lakh Sixty One Thousand Fifty Three and Paise Sixty Two Only) together with
furtherinterest and incidental expenses and costs.

NPA Date : 27.03.2025 Demand Notice Dated : 29.06.2026
Details of Security Assets :
Name of Title holder : Mrs. Sowmya M R W/o Girijashankar B L

Immovable : All that part and parcel of converted land bearing Sy. No. 240/4 vide
Conversion Order No. ALN(S)SR(K)177/2009-10, measuring an extent of 17.22
Guntas (18751 sq ft) out of 30 Guntas situated at Halagevaderahalli Village, Kengeri
Hobli, Bengaluru South Taluk and now comes within the jurisdiction of Bruhat
Bangalore Mahanagar Palike, Rajarajeshwari Nagar Sub-Division, Bangalore, vide
BBMP Khatha No. 1037/240/4/1 and bounded on : East by : 60 feet road,
West by : Sy. No. 241 and remaining portion of Sy. No.240/4, North by : Road and
Sy. No. 240/7 and South by : Remaining portion of Sy. No. 240/4.

You are here by called upon to pay Canara Bank, within a period of 60 days
from the date of publication of this notice, the respective amount
mentioned here above, failing which Canara Bank will take necessary
action under the provisions of the said Act, against the secured assets
including taking possession of the secured assets of the Borrowers and
the Guarantors. The powers available to Canara Bank under the Act
include (i) power to take possession of the secured assets of the Borrower
| Guarantors / Mortgager including the rights to transfer by way of lease,
assignment or sale for realising secured assets and any transfer of
secured assets by Canara Bank shall vest in the transferee rights in or in
relation to, the secured asset transferred as if the transfer has been made by
you. In terms of the provisions of section 13(13) of the said Act, you are
hereby prohibited from transferring, either by way of sale, lease or otherwise
(other than in the ordinary course of your business), any of the secured assets
as referred to in the Demand Notice affixed and also Hypothecated / Mortgaged
to the bank without prior written consent of the Bank. The notice is issued in
terms of Section (13)2 of the said Act.

Date :29.06.2026
Place : Bengaluru

gressed very slowly on the part of the
Kerala government,” he said.

Recalling the government’s policy
announced in the state budget, Satheesan
said Kerala could become a major logis-
tics and industrial hub only through
comprehensive out-of-the-harbour devel-
opment.

“Otherwise, Vizhinjam will remain
merely a gateway port,” he said.

He said the government has undertak-
en a detailed study of the project after
assuming office a month ago and has
directed institutions under the Industries
Department to take urgent steps to estab-
lish container stations.

The department has also agreed to
provide land for the purpose, he added.

Satheesan said the state had spent Rs
3,085.52 crore on the Vizhinjam port proj-
ect during the 2016-26 period.

Of the Rs 1,635 crore grant payable to
Adani Ports for construction of the port
under the concession agreement, Rs
817.80 crore has been sanctioned by the
Centre as Viability Gap Funding (VGF),
he said.

1.The Auction is being held on “AS IS WHERE IS” AND “AS IS WHAT IS” basis
2. The detailed terms and conditions of the auction sale are incorporated in the prescribed tender form, available at the
above mentioned regional office

3. Last Date of Submission of Sealed Bid/Offer in the prescribed tender forms along with EMD payable by way of Demand
Draftin Favor of 'Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd'. along with KYCis on 04-Aug-2026 till 04:00 PM at Regional Office the address
mentioned herein above. Tenders that are not filled up completely or tenders received beyond last date will be considered as
invalid tender and shall accordingly be rejected. No interest shall be paid on the EMD.

4. Date of Inspection of the Immovable Property is on 03-Aug-2026 between 01:00 P.M. to 03:00 P.M.

5. Date of Opening of the Bid/Offer Auction Date for Property is 05-Aug-2026 at the above mentioned Branch Office address at
01:00 PM. by the Authorised Officer.

6.The MHILshall not be responsible for payment of any outstanding statutory notice & Encumbrances / taxes arrears etc. ifany &
their Responsible to pay the sum would be that of the Successful auction purchase. The Intending bidder should make their own
independentinquiries regarding the Encumbrances Title of property & also inspect & satisfy themselves.

7. The Highest bidder shall be subject to approval of MHIL Ltd. Authorised Officer shall Reserve the right to accept all any of
the offer /Bid so received without assign any reason whatsoever. His decision shall be final and binding.

8. The Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) are hereby given 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002 to pay the sum
mentioned as above before the date of Auction failing which the immovable property will be auctioned and balance, if any,
will be recovered with interest and costs. If the Borrower pays the amount due to Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd, in full, before
the date of sale, auction s liable to be set aside.

For further details, contact the Authorised Officer, at the above mentioned Office address Contact Person-
Sairadhakrishan- 9344743541
Date : July 02, 2026

\Place: Chennai

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Kerala
Chief Minister VD Satheesan on

Wednesday said out-of-the-harbour
development would be his government’s
top priority for the Vizhinjam port, alleg-
ing that slow progress under the previ-
ous LDF government in developing allied
infrastructure and industries could
allow neighbouring Tamil Nadu to
emerge as its biggest beneficiary.
Replying to a question in the Assembly,
Satheesan said the real economic gains
from the port would come from activities
outside the harbour, which would gener-
ate revenue for the state, increase GST
collections and create jobs.

He said road and rail connectivity
were crucial for achieving this objective,
but alleged that no significant progress
was made on either during the previous
LDF government’s tenure. The chief
minister also accused the previous gov-

Sd/- Authorized Officer,
Muthoot Homefin (India) Limited /

BAJA) FINANCE LIMITED

Registered Office : Bajaj Finance Limited, C/o Bajaj Auto Limited Complex Mumbai Pune Road Akurdi Pune 411035
Branch Add: 1. Bajaj Finance Limited, 1St Floor Arun Anjali Complex Doctor Muruthy Sreet Kumbakonam 612001.
2. Bajaj Finance Ltd 2nd Floor Jack Complex North Street Near Mubarak Hotel Marthandam Tamilnadu 629165

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Bajaj Finance Limited (BFL). under the provisions of the Securitisation and Reconstruction
of Financials Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Sec.13(12) read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued demand by registered post ("Notice") calling upon the Borrowers/Co-borrowers mentioned here
underto repay the amount mentioned in the notice U/s.13(2) of the said Act within a period of 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The Borrowers/Mortgagors/Guarantors named below having failed to repay the said amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers/
Mortgagors/Guarantors and public in general that the undersigned has taken Physical possession of the property described herein below in
exercise of powers conferred on me under Sec. 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The
borrowers in particular and publicin general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the said property and any dealing with this property will be subject
to the charge of the Bajaj Finance Limited. for the amount mentioned herein below along with interest thereon at contracted rate. The borrower's
attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

g FINANCE
BAJAJ

Sd/- Authorised Officer
Canara Bank

waa; @ Canara Bank ARM-1 Branch Dry 1ce ’ ].lqu].d nltrogen unflt N Loan Account No./Name of the Description of Property °§',$d°6,§f’1"3‘f§)l¥§}}§£2‘
" No.86, Spencer Tower, M.G. Road o Borrower(s) Mortgagor(s) Guarantor(s) Schedule of Property DateAg‘fogg;:e"sdsion
i

Bengaluru-560001, Ph:080-25310066, for consumption: Doctors 1

E-mail: ch2366@canarabank.com

As per Loan Agreement: R S No. (Old) 119/3A part R S
No.(New) 119/3A4 Mela Street Manambadi Village
Thiruvidaimaruthur Taluk Thirupananthal SRO Thanjavur

LAN : P497PBS10992107
1. Regista Pharma thr. Its Prop. Balamurugan
Kaliyamoorthy, R/o. 27/1 John Selvaraj Nagar Road

20.08.2025
Rs. 28,73,136/-

(A Government of India Undertaking)
Head Office: Bangalore

LE NOTICE Bengaluru : Doctors on Tuesday said that the con- (K;umtbako;;& S‘E)Iyag;gvngallnj(ijlnadu 612001 District 612503. As per MODT: Allthat piece and parcel of the (ngmsﬂ::ty
sumption of dry ice and liquid nitrogen is not safe ontact: > Email ia: land situated in Thanjavur District Kumbakonam Registration
" " " ey " - S registapharma@gmail.com. Also at, Rio. R S No. (Old) | District Thiruvidaimaruthur  Taluk M i Village East| Seventy Three
EI':/_\“C"QHI SAaIe Notice fé:rfSaIe of Immfo;able 'PTTPeﬂIGSK"deZT thze Secun'tﬁatlon. and ngcf"s"“c“f”r“ of for consumption after a scary incident was report- 11913A part R S No. (New) 119/3A4 Mela Street Sron S No. 11094 (43 ENo 110 s | Thousand One
inancial Assets and En °r°es':§":i° In‘::::::’(é‘:f’:::;m::;t)‘:’ I;:ago"“)"zt proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the ed from Gurugram in which five diners were Tl S0 Thaaaur Do 615803 an etent of Natham 0.015 Ares o 150 S, M. of and hving| - H09r% Ty
— . Secu ty ol i u'es, admitted to the hospital. In the incident, five 2. Vijayalakshmi K Clo Balamurugan, Rio. No 26 J S tSueraf.?!‘”&Z‘i t‘;°“£‘:$'§:|;n5?t‘0% éilﬁazﬁz?gsoﬁh“ﬂ' L
Notlcg is hgreby given to the public in general and in partlcular. to the Borrower.(s) and Quarantor (s) that the below people at Laforestta Cafe, Sector 90 in Gurugram Nagar Kumbakonam Thanjavur Tamilnadu 612503 0 J'| {A it g South by bancrya R y 27.96.2026 at
described immovable property mortgaged to the Secured Creditor, the possession of which has been taken by the s . . Contact: 9994301678 Email id: and belongs to Mr. Mahalingam, South by Panchayat Road.|  02:15 PM to
: ' e Wn o - were hospitalised after mistakenly being served registapharma@gmail.com. Also at, R/o. 334 Mela To the total extent of 150 sq.mt. of land and RCC building|  03:00 PM
Authorised Officer of ARM -1 Branch, Bengaluru of the Canara Bank, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and X X . vidad ; f -
f . dry ice as the mouth freshener. Videos circulated Street Thiruvidaimaruthur Taluka Manambadi Thanjavur | measuring 359 Sq.Ft. or 33.35 Sq.Mtr. Door No. 334/23 E B
“Whatever there is” on 18.07.2026 (10.00 AM TO 11.00 AM), for recovery of Rs.64,93,870.18 (Rupees Sixty Four Lakh it . . Tamilnadu 612503. 3. Balamurugan Kaliyamoorthy | Connection No. 484-004-74 along with all other easements and
Ninety Three Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy, Paise Eighteen Only) as on 15.06.2026 with further interest and cost on social media showed the affected persons vom- §’° Kallyamoorthy, R’°-,L‘° Z%Mﬁ'al.s‘reet J S Nagar | rights to pathway access thereon. The Property situated within
thereon due to the ARM-1 Branch, Bengaluru of Canara Bank from (1) Mr. Vijay Kumar Ravi Kumar, S/o Ravi Kumar, }tlng blOOd and repor:tlng the burning sengatllon Kovil Tamilaacu 612503 Contact G004301678 the limit of Mananbadi village and Sub Registration District of
No.71, Bagur Village, Bagepalli Post, Hosur Taluk, Krishnagiri District, Tamilnadu-635103. (2) Mr. Lakshmi Narayana S/o in their mouths. Dry ice is frozen carbon dioxide Email id: registapharma@gmail.com Thiruppanandhal
Mr. Ravi Kumar, No.71, Bagur Vilage, Bagepalli Post, Hosur Taluk, Krishnagiri District, Taminadu-635103. | (CO2) which has a surface temperature of -109.3 Also at, Rio. 354 Mela ﬁf;iﬁﬁ Thiruvidalmaruiur
(3) Mr. Ravi Kumar B M S/o Muniswamy No.71, Bagur Village, Bagepalli Post, Hosur Taluk, Krishnagiri District, degrees Fahrenheit (-78.5 degrees Celsius). It is 2 TLAN : PU24PMBBG38595 AlThat piece and parcel of Kanyakumar Distrct Marhandam| 13102025
Tam||naqU-6§5193. (4) Mr T Mukynthan (Guarantor) S/o Thimmarayappa, D No.4/21S Kurubatti, Saragapalli Post, manufactured by compressing and cooling gas- 1. Maha Marketting thr. lts Prop. Karuppasamy B E:v%%tiﬁrté%?e%uis&c% Xﬁﬂ‘v":r??ﬁ'éi‘u’iE’/L?é”‘;tnﬁﬁ'rkﬁ'ufam eTiaslm :z Re.35 42,553
Denkanikottai, Krishnagiri Dist. Tamil Nadu - 635114. eous CO2 under high pressure to initially pro- R/o. No 1B Block 3 Udayagiri Port Road Asan bifurcated into Veeyanoor A' village Re. Sy. No. 461/4 in which (F? inees Thirty
The Eamnest Money shall be Deposited by way of E-Wallet of M/s PSB Alliance Private Limited (https://baanknet.com/) portal Kinaru Thuckalay Kanniyakumari Tamilnadu 629175 | having with an extent of 4 cents equal to 1‘61 up ry

duce liquid CO2. 88 Sq.Mir. ofland | £ive'| o Forty

Dry ice also has the very nice feature of subli-

Contact: 9487184997 Email id: mahamarketting@gmail.com
Also at, R/o. R.S. No(Old)- 336, R.S. No (New) - 461/4,
461/11A, 461/7A Veyanoor A Village, Thiruvattar Taluk,

existing building with fittings, deposits and all other
appurtenances thereon both present and future corresponding | Two Thousand
to Old Survey No. 336 within the following boundaries-|Five Hundred Fifty|

directly or by generating the Challan therein to deposit the EMD through RTGS/NEFT in the account details as mentioned in the
said challan on or before 17.07.2026 - 6.00 pm. (%.In Lakhs)

Incre . mation as it breaks down, it turns directly into i ] it Bounded on- East: Pathway; North: Property belongs to|  Three Only)
- . Reserve Inspection date A Verkilambi SRO, Kanniyakumari District - 629166 Pichai Nadar; West: Property belongs to Rajendran; South;

Lot Description of the immovable assets Price |EMD |-mental P & time CO2 gas rather than a liquid. The super-cold tem- 2. Anandaselvi K W/o Karuppasami, Ro. No 8 19A p}%pfé'nyabéﬁngse o K;:%)ae!egané:: s_cé)me?i”u(?n"y‘akﬂr"nari 29.06.2026 at
Schedule o property : A e piscs and paca of perature and the sublimation feature make dry | [Feseeh I lolereier T, | B ARG S DG T Gl aoee
bga,?n “ér;’ma" 'ﬁaﬂﬁ;%'s N(: 257’) 'if:wanaﬂ?:r? 669%2; 383233 08.07.2026 ice great for refrigeration.“Dry ice can cause Contant 431184967 Emai 0, manenerketina @qmal com | Veeyanoor vilage is now biurcated into Veeyanoor ‘A" ilage| %290 PM
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measuring 110 Sq. Mtr or 1180 Sq. Ft along with RCC Roof B}J"d'”g 50.40 |5.04 | 1.00 Appointment with mishandled or accidentally ingested due .tO t.h € Kanniyakumari District Kanyakumari Tamilnadu 629166 | corresponding to Old Survey No. 336 within the following
and bounded East by: Krishnappa House, West by Goopaliyappa Authorised Officer extremely low temperatures they can maintain. Contact; 9487184997 Email id: mahamarketting@gmail.com EOlljr]daries'i tl?lougdedﬁons lliast: I:rogel_'ty belongs tto
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house, North by: Papanna House, South by: 3 feet Panchayat Road. Touching dry ice is a lot like touching something Pmpey %y belongs {0 famgs; South: Pros pl iy belongs o

Appavoo. Kanyakumari District Marthandam_ Registration
District Verkilambi Sub District Kalkulam Taluk is now
bifurcated into Thiruvattur Taluk Veeyanoor village is now
bifurcated into Veeyanoor 'A' village Re.Sy.No. 461/7Ain which
having with an extent of 169 Sq. mgs equal to 6.84 Sq.Mtr. of
land for pathway facility corresponding to Old Survey No. 336
within the following boundaries- Bounded on- East: Porperty
belongs to Thasamani; North: Porperty belongs to Thasamani;
:N('-z\‘stl: Property belongs to Murugan; South: Property belongs
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very hot. If you hold onto a cold piece of dry ice
for more than a second or so, your skin cells will
freeze and start to die. Extended contact with dry
ice causes frostbite, which can lead to burns and
scars,” Dr. Tushar Tayal, Lead Consultant,
Department of Internal Medicine, CK Birla
Hospital, Gurugram, told IANS.

Known encumbrances, if any: Not to the knowledge of the Bank.

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer the link “E-Auction” provided in Canara Bank's website
(www.canarabank.com) or E-Wallet of M/s PSB Alliance Private Limited (https://baanknet.com/) portal and may
contact ARM-1 Branch, Bengaluru, Canara Bank, (Ph. No. 08025310066, 7022044933 and 9039609346) during office
hours on any working day.

Date : 30.06.2026
Place: Bengaluru

Sd/- Authorised Officer
Canara Bank

Date: 30.06.2026, Place: Tamil Nadu

For Bajaj Finance Limited, Authorised Officer
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EDITORIAL

The Jewar Effect: How
Noida International

Airport Is Reshaping
NCR's Real Estate Map

The Noida International Airport at Jewar is not just
another addition to the NCR's aviation infrastructure. It
marks a pivotal point and is already recalibrating
demand across asset classes, reshaping investor senti-
ment, and redefining the long-term growth trajectory of a
corridor that, until recently, was considered peripheral
to the region's real estate story.

At CBRE, we have tracked how large-scale infrastructure
projects influence markets. The pattern is consistent: air-
ports generate not only passenger traffic but build eco-
nomic ecosystems. They attract industry, create employ-
ment, and progressively draw in every category of real
estate demand. Jewar is now at the beginning of that
curve.

Built for Scale

At launch, the Phase 1 of the airport is expected to deliv-
er 12 million passengers per annum (MPPA) capacity,
one runway, a terminal of approximately 1.1 million sq.
ft., and a cargo terminal handling 2.5 lakh metric tonnes
annually. By 2040-50, there is a plan to build a full aero-
tropolis capable of handling 70-120 MPPA across five to
six runways, positioning Jewar to function as a comple-
mentary aviation node to IGI Airport, rather than mere-
ly a relief valve. That distinction signals long-term insti-
tutional confidence in the corridor's economic potential.

Connectivity: The Multiplier

The airport's impact is likely to be amplified by a dense
multi-modal connectivity programme. The Jewar-
Faridabad Expressway, a 31.42-km, six-lane road linking
the airport to the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway, is targeted
for completion in 2027. The Palwal-Noida Airport Rail
Line, a 31-km connection, is also expected by the same
year. Another rail line, the Ghaziabad-Jewar RRTS, a 72-
km Regional Rapid Transit System with 22 stations and a
projected travel time of 37-72 minutes from Ghaziabad, is
further planned for 2031.

Together, these corridors will extend the airport's effec-
tive catchment area significantly and draw passengers,
businesses, workers, and investors, across a much wider
radius. The Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority (YEIDA) Master Plan 2041 pro-
vides the statutory framework within which this devel-
opment will unfold.

Residential: Demand Already There

The residential story in Greater Noida and the Yamuna
Expressway corridor shows that the micro-market did
not need the airport's inauguration to validate demand.
The demand was already present; the airport has now
accelerated supply. According to our research, the resi-
dential launches in Greater Noida increased from ~2,900
units in 2021 to over 15,200 units in 2025, a near five-fold
increase over four years. The steepest rise occurred
between 2023 and 2024, when launches nearly tripled in a
single year. This coincides with the period when con-
struction momentum at Jewar became credible.

Last night, Afghanistan
struck alleged ISIS strong-
holds in Balochistan and
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
provinces in Pakistan. The
Taliban Ministry of Defense
posted on X that the Afghan
air force had carried out
strikes on a joint ISIS and
"mischief and corruption”
centre in the Saranan area of
Pishin District, Balochistan".
The facility, the post said,
"had been used to organise
sabotage operations and
attacks inside Afghanistan"
and "also served as a coordi-
nation center for the bom-
bardments in which Afghan
civilians were targeted". It
further said that the air force
had also "struck an ISIS cen-
tre in the Qamber Khel area
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, as
well as another joint ISIS and
"mischief and corruption”
centre in the Garm Chashma
area of the Shah Salim Valley
in Chitral". These sites "were
likewise being used to plan
sabotage operations and
attacks against civilians", the
post said, adding, "the
Afghan Air Defence Forces
will continue to target any
location used to threaten
Afghanistan's security,
Insha'Allah". One can only
guess who the words "mis-
chief and corruption centre"
alluded to, but on Sunday,
Pakistan had carried out
strikes in the Afghan
provinces of Paktia, Paktika,
and Kunar. It confirmed the
operation, with Information
Minister Attaullah Tarar
describing it as an "intelli-
gence-based" and "precise"
strike targeting hideouts of
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) militants and its break-
away faction Jamaat-ul-
Ahrar. He said 25 militants
were killed and large quanti-
ties of weapons and ammuni-
tion destroyed in response to
recent terrorist attacks
inside Pakistan, including a
deadly assault in Karachi on
Saturday. A Bloody, Invisible
War Pakistan's attacks were
strongly condemned by inter-
national organisations. The
Taliban said the attacks had,
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instead, struck civilian
homes, killing 36 people and
injuring another 163.The UN
mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) confirmed at least
28 civilians were killed and
49 wounded in Pakistan's
strikes. UN Special
Rapporteur on human rights
in Afghanistan Richard
Bennett expressed concern
over the casualties.
"Disturbed by civilian casu-
alties, including women and
children, in Pakistan's
airstrikes in Paktia, Paktika
& Kunar provinces in
Afghanistan," he said on X.
UNICEF said it was deeply
alarmed that children were
among those killed and
injured. Away from the eyes
of the world, currently
focused on the Middle East, a
war is being waged in India's
neighborhood, which is get-
ting vicious with each escala-
tion. The immediate trigger
for Pakistan's strikes was the
deadly attack in Karachi last
week on the paramilitary
Pakistani Ranger's head-
quarters, which killed three

Rangers and wounded four
others.The militant group
Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, a break-
away faction of the Pakistani
Taliban, had claimed the
attack. Pakistan had vowed
to avenge the attacks.
However, since October last
year, Pakistan has been wag-
ing a low Kinetic war on
Afghanistan, repeatedly
attacking its border
provinces, but also beyond.
In February the vicious
bombing of a drug rehabilita-
tion centre in Kabul had
killed hundreds of inmates.
Pakistan's longtime allega-
tions have been that the
Taliban were sheltering the
Pakistani Taliban (TTP) lead-
ers and militants, who, it
says, use Afghan territory to
plan and launch attacks
inside Pakistan. The Taliban
has repeatedly denied these
charges.The border cross-
ings between the two neigh-
bors have remained largely
closed since October, disrupt-
ing trade, cross-border trav-
el, and humanitarian opera-
tions that rely on access
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through Pakistan. 'Proxy
Policies' Following Sunday's
strikes, the Taliban's Foreign
Ministry, announced that
they were a clear violation of
Afghanistan's airspace and a
crime against humanity. It
released a statement where it
warned Islamabad to address
its own internal problems
instead of pursuing what it
called "proxy policies". It
added that this was not the
first time the Pakistani mili-
tary regime had blamed
Afghanistan for incidents
that occurred in heavily
secured cities and areas hun-
dreds of kilometres from the
Afghan border, without pre-
senting "credible evidence".
Taliban sources have often
said that Pakistan attributes
bombings and attacks inside
its territory to Afghanistan to
conceal and divert attention
from its security and political
failures. Yet, it has shunned
the Taliban 's offers for joint
investigation into these
attacks. This is a policy pur-
sued by Pakistan that we in
India are all too familiar
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Pakistan Might Just Be Getting A Bit Too
Confident - This Time, With Afghanistan

with. Now, this policy is

being directed against
Pakistan's western neighbor,
where ironically it's enemy
now was once its protege.
India has strongly con-
demned Sunday's attacks by
Pakistan. Interestingly, how-
ever, India alone has criti-
cised the attacks. None of the
Taliban's other friends have
done so. Pakistan also
blames India for these
attacks, alleging that New
Delhi aids the Taliban.
Accusations against India
have swung wildly, from
arming the Taliban to send-
ing drones packaged as
humanitarian aid. Following
the attack on the Rangers
headquarters, Pakistan's
presidential spokesman,
Murtaza Solangi, said the
"illegitimate Afghan Taliban
regime" is trying to damage
Pakistan's image as a sup-
porter of global peace by
backing terrorism from its
territory to win the favour of
India and Israel. A Confused
Nation This reveals the con-
fusion in Pakistan's thinking.

Are the Taliban to blame or
India? Perhaps, because
Pakistan once used the
Taliban against India, it
believes that India may be
paying back in the same cur-
rency. In any case, Pakistan
began launching attacks on
Afghanistan around the
same time as India 's ties with
the Taliban deepened and a
number of Taliban ministers
visited Delhi. India has con-
tinued to dispatch humani-
tarian aid to Afghanistan; in
fact, it continued to do so
even before ties with the
Taliban had warmed. As
Pakistan weaponised trade
and borders with Pakistan,
India stepped in filling the
gap by sending essential com-
modities. But nothing had
forced Pakistan to cede such
space to India. From its van-
tage point now, Pakistan,
which is currently the
world's favourite as peace-
maker in the Middle East,
being courted by the US and
stitching up partnerships
and alliances, may think that
it can easily manage the
Taliban and act with impuni-
ty against its population. The
silence of the world over
Sunday's brutality certainly
shores up this perception.
Yet, Pakistan is finding itself
increasingly at odds with the
regional consensus that has
been built up to accept
Taliban as the legitimate
rulers in Kabul. China was
the first country technically
to recognise the legitimacy of
the Taliban rule in
Afghanistan. Russia became
the first officially to recog-
nise the Taliban govern-
ment. While China has been
active in Afghanistan's min-
ing sector, Russia has been
supplying much-needed food
and energy products to it.
More recently, Russia also
finalised a defence agree-
ment with the Taliban.
While not much is known
about it, one aspect of it is
crucial - it will help repair
and restore Afghanistan's
Russian-made military
equipment, which includes
battered helicopters.

Insecurity at the threshold of faith

India's cultural identity is
shaped not only by its histo-
ry, languages, and traditions,
but also by the places of wor-
ship that have, for centuries,
imparted to society the mes-
sage of morality, coexistence,
and community unity.
Temples are not merely
places of worship; they are
vibrant centers of faith, cul-
ture, folk life, and social par-
ticipation. People come here
not only to seek the presence
of God, but also to share their
joys and sorrows, find peace
of mind, and find hope in life's
struggles. This is why, when
atemple is burgled, its impact
is not limited to mere finan-
cial loss. It is a direct blow to
the faith, social beliefs, and
cultural consciousness of mil-
lions of people. In the past few
years, incidents such as
breaking donation boxes in
temples, stealing cash, van-
dalizing precious jewelry,
smuggling ancient idols, and
stealing religious materials
have been reported in vari-
ous parts of the country. In
many cases, criminals used
modern technology, while in
several incidents, internal
collusion has also been sus-
pected. This situation is not
only a law and order issue,
but also indicates a serious
lack of moral values in socie-
ty and the security of reli-
gious institutions. If a place
considered safe and sacred by
people becomes an easy tar-
get for criminals, it is a mat-
ter of concern for the entire

society. Theft in temples can-
not be downplayed by catego-
rizing it as a common proper-
ty crime. While theft in a
shop, house, or office causes
financial loss, theft in a tem-
ple also undermines the very
foundations of faith. Devotees
donate a portion of their earn-
ings out of gratitude, service,
and a sense of social well-
being to God. They believe
that their offerings will be
used for charitable purposes,
social service, and the temple
system. When that money is
stolen, not only does the dona-
tion box become empty, but it
also creates doubt and
anguish in the minds of devo-
tees. This is why incidents of
theft in temples evoke a far
more emotional response in
society than ordinary crimes.
There are many reasons
behind such incidents. The
most significant reason is the
tradition of cash donations.
Even today, most temples in
the country receive large
sums of cash donations.
Many small and medium-
sized temples lack a scientific
system for counting, safely
storing, and depositing dona-
tions in banks.

Donation boxes are often left
unopened for long periods,
allowing large sums of cash to
accumulate. This situation
becomes a magnet for crimi-
nals. Where security is weak
and large sums of cash are
available, the likelihood of
crime naturally increases.
Another important reason is
the inadequacy of security
arrangements. With the
exception of a few prominent
temples in metropolitan
areas, most religious sites
lack CCTV cameras, modern
alarm systems, night securi-
ty, trained security person-
nel, and digital surveillance,
or have only formalized sys-
tems in place. Many cameras
remain out of order, record-

ings are not backed up, and
regular monitoring is not per-
formed. Criminals exploit
these shortcomings and sys-
tematically carry out crimes.
Management weaknesses
also contribute to such inci-
dents. Many temples operate
in a traditional manner, lack-
ing clear standards for finan-
cial accountability and
administrative transparency.
The processes for counting,
accounting, spending, and
storing donations are often
not systematic. @ Where
accountability is weak, the
potential for misappropria-
tion and corruption increas-
es. In some cases, theft is not
perpetrated by external per-
petrators, but by internal col-
lusion. This situation is even
more concerning because it
erodes trust within the insti-
tution. Social and economic
conditions are also linked to
this problem.
Unemployment, drug addic-
tion, debt burden, a mentality
of quick money, and a decline
in moral values push some
people to crime.

However, these factors alone
cannot justify any crime.
Thefts at temples are not sim-
ply the result of economic
compulsion; in many cases,
they are the result of organ-
ized crime, idol smuggling,
and the deliberate activities
of  professional gangs.
International illegal demand,
particularly for ancient idols
and rare religious artifacts,
also fuels such crimes.

Theft at a temple has the most
profound impact on the emo-
tions of devotees. When a per-
son makes a devout donation
for the well-being of their
family, the future of their
children, their health, or the
fulfillment of a wish, they are
not just giving money but
also dedicating their faith. If
that faith feels insecure, sus-
picion of religious institu-

tions grows in society. Many
people become hesitant to
donate, questions are raised
about temple committees,
and an atmosphere of recrim-
ination and counter-recrimi-
nation develops at the local
level. Thus, a theft not only
results in a loss of money but
also impacts social harmony
and community unity. It is
not enough to consider the
security of religious places
merely a religious matter. It
is a question of public policy,
administrative efficiency,
and social responsibility.
Just as security standards are
set for banks, museums,
schools, and public institu-
tions, minimum security
standards should also be
established for temples.
Security arrangements can
be developed based on the
income, size, and sensitivity
of each temple. Large temples
require sophisticated surveil-
lance systems, controlled
entry, deployment of security
personnel, and digital man-
agement, while smaller tem-
ples can develop effective
security mechanisms
through collaboration with
local police, village commit-
tees, and citizens. In today's
digital age, technology can
play a vital role in this regard.
High-quality CCTV cameras,
cloud-based recording,
motion-sensing alarms, bio-
metric entry systems, smart
locks, and emergency notifi-
cation systems can strength-
en temple security. Donation
boxes should be opened only
at designated times, and the
process should be conducted
with complete transparency
in the presence of at least two
or three responsible persons.
Video recording of cash
counting, signed registers,
and immediate bank deposit
arrangements can signifi-
cantly reduce the likelihood
of irregularities.

THE RS 661 CRORE QUESTION:
WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

The alleged ?661 crore IDFC
Bank scandal in Haryana has
not only given rise to allega-
tions of financial irregulari-
ties, but has also sparked seri-
ous debate about administra-
tive accountability, financial
discipline, institutional trans-
parency, and the credibility of
governance. According to
news reports, the names of
senior IAS officers have sur-
faced in the case, investiga-
tive agencies are active, some
arrests have been made, some
officers have been suspended,
and others have filed antici-
patory bail petitions in court.
Consequently, this scandal is
not limited to a single bank, a
department, or a single offi-
cial; it calls into question the
functioning of the entire
administrative  structure.
First, it's important to clarify
that allegations against any
individual remain merely
allegations until proven by a
competent court. The Indian
Constitution guarantees
every citizen the right to a fair
trial and due process.
Therefore, presuming any
accused guilty would be con-
trary to the principles of jus-
tice. On the other hand, if seri-
ous allegations arise involv-
ing such a large sum of public
money, a fair, transparent,
and timely investigation is
equally essential. In a democ-
racy, justice must not only be

done, but must also be seen to
be done. This alleged scam is
considered more serious
because it raises questions
about the management of gov-
ernment funds. Government
funds are, in fact, public
money. This is the money cit-
izens contribute to the gov-
ernment through taxes so
that it can be used for educa-
tion, health, environmental
protection, rural develop-
ment, irrigation, roads,
employment, and other pub-
lic welfare schemes. Any sus-
pected irregularity in the use
or preservation of such funds
has implications not limited
to government accounts but
also for public trust in gover-
nance. According to news
reports, several questions are
under investigation in this
case, including the bank
accounts of government
departments, the process for
depositing funds in private
banks, administrative
approvals, and the role of sen-
ior officials. If the investiga-
tion proves that rules were
ignored, responsibility will
naturally be assigned. Even if
the allegations are proven
false, it will be essential to
understand the circum-
stances that created such
widespread suspicion. In both
situations, a review of the sys-
tem is necessary. The Indian
Administrative Service is
considered one of the highest
civil services in the country.
IAS officers are not only the
ones who administer the gov-
ernment, but they are also
considered guardians of the
values ??of the Constitution.
The public trusts their impar-
tiality, honesty, and decisive-
ness. Therefore, when a sen-
ior officer's name surfaces in
a financial controversy, the

repercussions resonate
throughout the administra-
tive system. Transparency in
such matters is essential to
protect the reputation of hon-
est officers and ensure that
guilty individuals do not
escape the law. This case also
raises serious questions
about administrative deci-
sion-making. Is the decision
to open a government
account in a particular bank
or deposit a large sum of
money solely the responsibili-
ty of a single official? Such
decisions typically involve
multiple levels of approvals,
financial rules, departmental
procedures, and accounting
systems. If an alleged irregu-
larity is possible despite all
these layers, it indicates a
weakness in institutional
control. Therefore, simply fix-
ing responsibility for individ-
uals will not suffice; a review
of the entire system will be
necessary. Today, India is
rapidly moving towards digi-
tal governance. Systems like
the Public Finance
Management System (PFMS),
e-office, digital payments,
online accounting, and real-
time monitoring are intended
to minimize the possibility of
financial irregularities. If
alleged irregularities of such
alarge scale emerge, it's natu-
ral to question whether avail-
able technological systems
were properly utilized. Were
audits conducted in a timely
manner? Did anyone ignore
unusual transactions? Were
internal alert mechanisms
ineffective? The purpose of
internal audit systems in gov-
ernment departments is not
only to conduct audits, but
also to identify potential risks
in a timely manner. If trans-
actions involving crores of

rupees continue for a long
period without any effective
objections, this would be con-
sidered not only an individ-
ual failure but also an institu-
tional failure. Therefore,
learning from this incident,
the audit system needs to be
made more efficient and tech-
nology-based. The role of
investigative agencies is cru-
cial in a democracy. When a
major case is investigated, the
public monitors not only the
results but also the entire
process. The investigation's
greatest credibility lies in its
impartiality, its factual basis,
and its apparent lack of politi-
cal or administrative pres-
sure. If trust in investigative
agencies is weakened, the
credibility of the justice sys-
tem is also affected. The role
of the media is also extremely
sensitive in such cases. In a
democracy, the media's
responsibility is to provide
information and ask ques-
tions, but declaring someone
guilty before a court of law is
appropriate. Media trials
often influence the judicial
process and create prejudice
in society. Therefore, news
presentation must be based
on facts and responsibly. This
incident has also raised ques-
tions about the government
banking system. Is there a
clear national policy govern-
ing the operation of govern-
ment department bank
accounts? Under what cir-
cumstances can government
funds be held in private
banks? Is special permission
required? Did the relevant
departments comply with all
financial regulations? If so,
those documents should be
available for public scruti-
ny. If not, accountability
must be fixed.
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Rupee falls 19 paise to 94.75
against US dollar in early trade
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NMDC posts highest-ever Q1 volumes,
builds momentum for 60 MT target

Mumbai: The rupee fell 19
paise to 94.75 against the
American currency in early
trade on Wednesday, July 1,
weighed down by the
strength of the American
currency in the overseas
market. Forex traders said
whenever fresh foreign
inflows enter the country,
the central bank is likely to
use the opportunity to
rebuild its reserve position
rather than allowing the
rupee to strengthen too
much. Moreover, uncertain-
ty prevailed over the
progress of US-Iran peace
talks keeping a geopolitical
risk premium in the mar-
ket. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
rupee opened at 94.67, then
touched 94.75 against the US
dollar, registering a loss of
19 paise from its previous
close. On Tuesday, the
rupee depreciated by 5 paise
to close at 94.56 against the
US dollar. “The global dollar
is also adding pressure.
After the US Federal

Reserve maintained a cau-
tious stance in its latest pol-
icy meeting, the Dollar
Index has continued to hold
above the 101 mark,” CR
Forex Advisors MD Amit
Pabari said. As long as the
dollar stays firm globally,
the rupee is likely to remain
under pressure, he added.
Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the

greenback’s
against a basket of six cur-

strength

rencies, was trading at
101.34, up 0.15 per cent.
Meanwhile, Brent crude,
the global oil benchmark,
was trading higher by 0.38
per cent at USD 73.23 per
barrel in futures trade.
According to Anil Kumar
Bhansali, Head of Treasury
and Executive Director,

Finrex Treasury Advisors
LLP, continued normalisa-
tion of oil flows through the
Strait of Hormuz following
the US-Iran ceasefire and
diplomatic engagement
kept it at the lower side at
USD 73.15 per barrel this
morning as uncertainty
over the progress of US-Iran
peace talks kept a risk pre-
miums in the market.

Hyderabad, July 1, 2026: NMDC, India
largest iron ore producer and
Responsible Miner has commenced
FY27 by recording its highest-ever
first-quarter production and sales
since inception, strengthening its
position as the backbone of India steel
value chain. The company produced
15.10 MT of iron ore during Q1 FY27,
registering a 26% year-on-year
growth, while sales stood at 11.75 MT,
marking a 2% rise over CPLY. The
record quarterly performance reflects
sustained domestic demand, opera-
tional excellence across its mining
complexes in Chhattisgarh and
Karnataka and the company contin-
ued focus on enhancing production
capacities. Adding further momentum
to the quarter, NMDC recorded its
highest-ever June performance with
production of 5.15 MT and sales of 3.98
MT, registering an impressive 44%
and 11% year-on-year increase respec-
tively. Commenting on the perform-
ance, Shri Amitava Mukherjee, CMD,
NMDC, said, &quot;India sustained
investment in infrastructure and
manufacturing continues to strength-
en demand for iron ore, and NMDC is
well positioned to meet this require-
ment with scale, efficiency and
responsibility. Our strongest-ever

first quarter reflects the resilience of
our operations, commitment of our
employees and the trust placed in us
by the domestic steel industry. As we
expand mining capacities, strengthen
logistics and modernise our infra-
structure, we are steadily advancing
towards our long-term aspiration of
becoming a global mining power-
house.&quot; Driven by robust domes-
tic steel demand and the government
infrastructure push, NMDC is acceler-
ating its capacity expansion roadmap
through the phased enhancement of
its mining operations, strategic mine

development and investments in mod-
ern evacuation infrastructure. These
initiatives are steadily augmenting
the company production capabili-
ties, keeping it firmly on course
towards its ambitious 100 MT capac-
ity vision, while ensuring a reliable
and high-quality supply of iron ore
to support India long- term steel
growth. The record quarterly per-
formance sets strong momentum for
FY27, positioning NMDC to achieve
its 60 MT production target while
advancing steadily towards its long-
term 100 MT vision.

Visit Dubai unvelils cross-cultural collaboration featuring

1st July 2026: Dubai
Corporation for Tourism and
Commerce Marketing (Visit
Dubai), part of the Dubai
Department of Economy and
Tourism (DET), has brought
together acclaimed Indian
composer and performer
Anirudh Ravichander, and
Emirati  singer-musician
Argam Al Abri for a cross-
cultural music collaboration
filmed across Dubai’s her-
itage districts and contempo-
rary cultural spaces. The
partnership builds on Visit
Dubai’s sustained engage-
ment with Indian audiences
and reflects the deep cultural
and historical ties that have
established India as one of
Dubai’s leading internation-
al tourism source markets.
Rooted in the spirit of artistic
exchange, the collaboration
brings together two distinct
musical worlds through a
shared creative journey.
Through candid conversa-
tions, collaborative music
sessions, and spontaneous
moments of connection, the
film reflects Dubai’s position
as a global crossroads for cul-
ture, creativity, and the arts.
The video follows Anirudh
Ravichander and Argam Al
Abri as they explore Old
Dubai and Al Seef, weaving
together their distinct musi-
cal influences into a modern
soundscape. Set against Al
Seef’s winding lanes, tradi-
tional architecture, and

vibrant waterfront setting,
the film showcases Dubai as
a city where heritage and
modern creativity coexist
naturally and effortlessly. In
2025, Dubai welcomed 19.59
million international
overnight visitors, with
India contributing as the
city’s leading source market.
The new campaign is a
reflection of a deeper cultur-
al affinity: Dubai is home to
one of the world’s largest
Indian communities, whose
presence has shaped the
city’s food, culture, and cre-
ative landscape across gener-
ations. As one of India’s most
influential contemporary
musicians, Anirudh
Ravichander brings his dis-
tinctive sound and wide-
spread popularity to the col-

laboration. Recognised for
chart-topping music across
blockbuster films including
Jawan, Jailer, Leo, Vikram,
Beast, Master, and the global
viral sensation Why This
Kolaveri Di, Anirudh has
built a devoted fan following
across India and internation-
al markets. His ability to
blend Indian musical tradi-
tions with global sounds has
established him as one of the
defining voices of modern
Indian music. Joining him is
Argam Al Abri, an Emirati
singer and musician cele-
brated for his soulful vocals
and contemporary sounds.
Known for his performances
at leading cultural and enter-
tainment platforms, Arqam
has built a celebrated reper-
toire, having shared the

stage with internationally
acclaimed pianist Lang Lang
and featured as part of
International Jazz Day’s
global celebrations. Through
his performances and cre-
ative collaborations, Argam
has emerged as a distinctive
voice reflecting the land-
scape of modern music in the
emirates. On his experience
of creating music in Dubai,
Anirudh Ravichander said,
“What makes this project
truly special is the opportu-
nity to bring together two
unique musical worlds and
discover the common ground
between them. Collaborating
with Argam was an inspir-
ing experience, and Dubai
provided the perfect back-
drop for that creative
exchange. The city’s multi-

Anirudh Ravichander and Arqam Al Abri

cultural foundation, rich her-
itage, and openness to new
ideas naturally shaped the
journey and made this cre-
ative pursuit feel authentic

from start to finish”.
Speaking about the cross-cul-
tural musical journey,

Argam Al Abri said, “Music
has a unique ability to create
connections that go beyond
language and geography. As
an artist, it was incredibly
inspiring to collaborate with
Anirudh, whose music has
resonated with millions
across India and around the
world. Through this project,
we discovered how our dif-
ferent musical traditions
could complement one
another while creating some-
thing entirely new. Dubai
made that exchange possible.
It is a city where cultures
naturally meet and learn
from each other, and that
spirit is reflected throughout
this journey.” Bader Ali
Habib, Regional Director of
Proximity Markets at Dubai
Department of Economy and
Tourism, said: “Music has
always had the power to
bring people together, and
this collaboration reflects the
spirit of creative exchange
that Dubai stands for.
Anirudh Ravichander and
Argam Al Abri bring togeth-
er two distinct musical voic-
es that reflect the city’s mul-
ticultural energy and evolv-

Ola Electric doubles QoQ
growth, registers 16,144 in June

New Delhi: Ola Electric on
Wednesday, July 1, said it
has registered 43,719 elec-
tric two-wheelers in the
April-June quarter, nearly
doubling from 22,252 vehi-
cles in the previous quar-
ter, aided by improving
retail execution, stronger
product availability and
sustained demand. The
company registered 16,144
vehicles in June, its high-
est monthly registration
figure in recent quarters,
as improved retail execu-
tion, product availability
and customer demand sup-
ported sequential growth.
“Q1 FY27 marks a signifi-
cant milestone in our
growth journey, with reg-
istrations doubling
sequentially and June reg-
istering 16,144 vehicles —
our strongest monthly per-
formance in recent quar-
ters. The sustained
momentum reflects the
success of our operational
improvements, strong
product portfolio and con-
tinued customer prefer-
ence for Ola Electric. “We
remain focused on acceler-
ating EV adoption through
technology leadership,
manufacturing scale and
delivering a differentiated
ownership experience,” an
Ola Electric spokesperson
said. The company said it
expects to build on the
momentum as India’s elec-

expands, supported by ris-
ing consumer adoption of
electric mobility and
favourable ownership eco-
nomics compared with
internal combustion
engine vehicles. Ola
Electric manufactures
electric vehicles and bat-
tery technologies through
its integrated manufactur-
ing and technology plat-
form and sells directly to
customers through compa-
ny-owned stores and
online channels. India’s
electric two-wheeler mar-
ket continues to witness
strong structural growth,
driven by increasing con-
sumer preference for elec-
tric mobility, favourable

ICE vehicles, and growing
awareness around energy
security and sustainabili-
ty, the firm said in a state-
ment. As EV adoption
accelerates across the
country, Ola Electric
remains well positioned to
lead the transition through
its vertically integrated
technology and manufac-
turing platform. The com-
pany continues to expand
EV penetration through
innovative products,
advanced battery technolo-
gy, manufacturing scale
and a robust direct-to-cus-
tomer distribution net-
work across India. India's
electric two-wheeler mar-
ket continues to witness

ing creative landscape.

tric two-wheeler market

economics compared to

strong structural growth.

SKODA AUTO INDIA RECORDS
BEST-EVER FIRST-HALF SALES

New Delhi: Skoda Auto India
on Wednesday, July 1, report-
ed a 7.5 per cent year-on-year
sales growth in the first half
of 2026 at 38,894 units, its best
ever half yearly performance
in the country. With the H1
2026 performance, the Skoda
brand has bettered the record
set in the first half of 2025,
Skoda Auto India said in a
statement. “Our record half-
yearly sales reflect the grow-
ing confidence and trust cus-
tomers place in the Skoda
brand. In 2026, we have
strengthened this connection
through a focused product
offensive, customer-first ini-
tiatives, and an unwavering
commitment to excellence,”
Skoda Auto India Brand
Director, Ashish Gupta said.
The demand for the new
Kushagq, updated Kodiaq, and
the allnew Kodiaq RS, high-
lights strong market momen-
tum, he said, adding the
Kylaq continues to drive vol-
umes and the Slavia rein-
forces the brand’s sedan lega-
cy. Car market leader Maruti
SuzukKi India on Wednesday,
July 1, reported a 19.3 per
cent rise in total sales at
2,00,390 units in June as com-

SKODA

pared to 1,67,993 units in the
same month last year. Total
domestic passenger vehicle
sales were at 1,47,187 units
last month as compared to
1,18,906 units in June 2025, a
growth of 23.8 per cent,
Maruti Suzuki India said in a
regulatory filing. Sales of
mini cars, comprising the
Alto and S-Presso were at
11,416 units in June as com-
pared to 6,414 units in the
year-ago month. Compact
cars, including Baleno,
Celerio, Dzire, Ignis, Swift,
WagonR sales rose at 63,815
units last month as com-
pared to 55,205 units in June
2025. Sales of utility vehicles,
consisting of Brezza, Ertiga,
e Vitara, Fronx, Grand
Vitara, Invicto, Jimny,

Victoris and XL6, rose to
61,726 units in the month
under review as compared
to 47,947 units in the same
month a year ago. The com-
pany said sales of van Eeco
stood at 10,230 units last
month as compared to 9,340
units in June 2025. Sales of
Light Commercial Vehicle
(LCV) Super Carry rose to
2,963 units in June from 2,433
units in the same month last
year, Maruti Suzuki India
said. Skoda Auto India has
opened bookings for the all-
new Kodiag RS, further
strengthening its perform-
ance portfolio in the coun-
try. Alongside, the brand
introduces its ‘Surrender’
campaign, inviting enthusi-
asts to surrender to the

thrilling performance and
dynamic capabilities of the
Kodiag RS. The arrival of
this high-performance 4x4
luxury SUV coincides with
two significant milestones —
over 50 years of the iconic RS
badge and 125 years of Skoda
Auto’s motorsport heritage.
Surrender to performance
At the heart of the Kodiaq RS
is a 2.0 TSI engine producing
195 kW (265 PS) and 400 Nm
of torque. Power is transmit-
ted to all four wheels via
Skoda Auto’s signature 7-
speed DSG transmission,
delivering sharp responsive-
ness and exceptional con-
trol. With a 0-100 km/h time
of just 6.3 seconds, the
Kodiag RS stands as the
quickest Skoda  ever
launched in India, reaching
a top speed of 231 km/h. The
experience is further height-
ened by Dynamic Sound
Boost, delivering a more
emotive and engaging
engine note. Surrender to
experience The Kodiag RS
enhances driver engage-
ment with Progressive
Steering, improving agility
while reducing steering
effort at low speeds.

ANTHROPIC SAYS US LIFTS EXPORT
BAN ON ITS ADVANCED AI TOOLS

Highlights

B The US government has lifted an export ban on Anthropic's

most advanced artificial intelligence (AI) tools, just weeks after

ordering it to restrict access to them over national security concerns,

the company has said.

B Anthropic said in a statement that it will begin restoring access to
Claude Fable 5 and Mythos 5 on Wednesday after being notified that the
US Department of Commerce has lifted restrictions on the two models.
B They are the firm's most advanced Al tools, which were abruptly

suspended on 12 June over concerns that they could be used by hackers to

exploit weaknesses in computer systetns.

The US government has lifted an
export ban on Anthropic's most
advanced artificial intelligence (AI)
tools, just weeks after ordering it to
restrict access to them over national
security concerns, the company has
said. Anthropic said in a statement
that it will begin restoring access to
Claude Fable 5 and Mythos 5 on
Wednesday after being notified that
the US Department of Commerce has
lifted restrictions on the two models.
They are the firm's most advanced Al
tools, which were abruptly suspended
on 12 June over concerns that they
could be used by hackers to exploit
weaknesses in computer systems. The
Commerce Department said in a let-
ter seen by the BBC that Anthropic
has addressed the risks. "Anthropic

has agreed to proactively detect and
address security risks associated
with the models,” Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick wrote in a
letter to the tech company. The firm
has also agreed to collaborate on
future releases of its AI models and
alert the government of any mali-
cious activity, Lutnick wrote. The
Commerce Department reserves the
right to reconsider its decision to lift
export restrictions if necessary, he
added. The BBC has contacted the
Department of Commerce for further
information. Mythos and Fable are
two of Anthropic's AI models built on
its Claude platform - a rival to the
likes of OpenAI's ChatGPT and
Google's Gemini. Fable 5 is a version
of the Al model for the consumer mar-

ket, capable of deep reasoning and
can perform complex tasks independ-
ently. Mythos 5 is a version of the
platform designed for businesses and
cybersecurity experts. It is said to be
able to identify vulnerabilities in
computer code and exploit them. Both
models were released on 9 June. The
firm previously said that US authori-
ties had not pinpointed specific con-
cerns about its technology even as it
ordered both platforms to be suspend-
ed around the world. "Our under-
standing is that the government
believes it has become aware of a
method of bypassing, or 'jailbreaking'
Fable 5," the company said at the
time, referring to a process of slipping
past software safety restrictions to
unblock features.
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Three-year-old rescued
and taken to hospital six
days after Venezuela quake

A three-year-old boy has
been pulled alive from the
rubble six days after the
devastating earthquakes
in Venezuela, a Jordanian
rescue team has said. The
child, named as Klieber
Moran, was pulled from
wreckage in La Guaira
state, interim President
Delcy Rodriguez said.
Rodriguez described the
child's rescue as a "source
of hope for our people". It
comes as UN warned that
tens of thousands of people
were urgently in need of
food and shelter. The death
toll from last week's
quakes - with magnitudes
of 7.2 and 7.5 - has risen to
1,943 with more than 10,000
people injured and tens of
thousands more unac-
counted for. The massive
tremors probably damaged
or destroyed 58,870 build-
ings, according to an ini-
tial assessment of satellite
data from Nasa. The
Jordanian civil defence
said Klieber had been
given first aid treatment,
taken to a hospital and his
vital signs were good. He
was being treated in the
capital Caracas,
Venezuelan Assembly
President Jorge Rodriguez
said. The rescue comes
well after the initial three-
day period immediately

after the quake during
which experts say people
trapped under debris have
the best chance of being
found alive. La Guaira is
one of the hardest hit
areas, with many local peo-
ple trying to carry out res-
cue efforts themselves. The
UN's refugee agency said
on Tuesday that food short-
ages were widespread,
basic services had broken
down and communications
had been largely severed
in La Guaira. "Community
tensions are rising as
access to assistance
remains constrained," the
UNHCR said in a state-
ment on its website.
Daniela Armas, an 18-year-
old vendor in La Guaira
who was injured falling
from a motorbike when the
quakes struck, told AFP
that some supplies were
being distributed "but
sometimes people nearly
kill each other for food...
it's like a cockfight." The
UNHCR said that it needed
an initial $15m to "scale up
protection, core relief
items, and temporary shel-
ter support for 30,000 earth-
quake-affected people over
six months". Meanwhile
the World Health
Organization (WHO) said
health services were under
"extreme pressure."
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B Aftershock frays nerves as many Venezuelans left to fend for themselves

CANADA TO MAKE EUROVISION
SONG CONTEST DEBUT IN 2027

 —

Canada will take part in the
Eurovision Song Contest for
the first time in 2027, organis-
ers have announced. It
becomes the first new coun-
try to join since Australia in
2015, and follows a turbulent
year where long-standing
competitors such as Ireland
and Spain pulled out over
Israel's participation. The
path for Canada to compete
was cleared last week, when
the country's public broad-
caster CBC/Radio-Canada
became a full member of the
European Broadcasting
Union (EBU), which stages
the annual competition. The
country can already claim
one winner. Quebec-born
Celine Dion represented
Switzerland in the 1988 con-
test, and took the trophy with
her song Ne Partez Pas Sans
Moi. Other Canadians have

since competed, including
Natasha St-Pier, an Acadian
New Brunswicker who repre-
sented France in 2001, and La
Zarra, a singer from Montreal
who represented France in
2023. According to organisers,
Canada will debut at next
year's semi-finals in Bulgaria.
CBC/Radio-Canada will
unveil details of how
Canada's entry will be select-
ed later this year. Canada is

far from the first non-
European country to join the
contest. Israel and Australia

regularly compete, and
Morocco took part in 1980.
The Carney government said
in November that it was
working with the CBC,
Canada's public broadcaster,
"to explore participation in
Eurovision". His govern-
ment's budget included
C$150m (£80m) in funding for

the broadcaster. Eurovision's
rules state that participation
in the contest is open to coun-
tries with  broadcasting
organisations that are mem-
bers of the EBU. Before
Thursday, the CBC had been
an ‘"associate member".
"Canada's voice in this com-
munity makes us stronger,"
Noel Curran, director general
of the EBU, said. It is still
uncertain whether members
who boycotted the 2026 con-
test will participate next year.
Ireland, Iceland, the
Netherlands, Slovenia and
Spain all withdrew over the
European Broadcasting
Union's (EBU's) decision to
allow Israel to participate.
Speaking ahead of this year's
contest in Vienna, Eurovision
director Martin Green said
the door was open for broad-
casters to return.

TRUMP MADE MORE THAN $1BN FROM
CRYPTO IN FIRST YEAR BACK IN OFFICE

US President Donald Trump
made more than $1bn (£750m)
last year from business deal-
ings in cryptocurrency,
according to his mandatory
financial report for 2025. In a
927-page disclosure, he report-
ed $635m in royalties from an
entity called Celebration
Coins, thought to be behind
the $TRUMP meme coin
which has plunged in value
since he launched it days
before taking office. He also
reported over $500m in
income from World Liberty
Financial, a cryptocurrency
firm founded by his own sons
and the children of his special
envoy, Steve Witkoff. The
White House denied he was
profiting from the presiden-
cy. Trump said on
Wednesday that "everybody"
was profiting from rising
stock markets, and that he
doesn't get involved with his
personal finances. The earn-
ings from his latest financial
disclosure - which come to at
least $2.2bn - far outpace the
previous ones for 2024, when
Trump disclosed over $600m
of income. But the White

House, which has repeatedly
emphasised that Trump has
placed his businesses in a
trust managed by his sons,
again denied any conflict of
interest. White House deputy
press secretary Anna Kelly
said the president had proud-
ly made the US "the crypto
capital of the world". "Neither
the President nor his family
has ever engaged - or will ever
engage - in conflicts of inter-
est," she said in a statement.
She added: "All actions by
President Trump and his
administration are taken in
the best interest of the
American people — and any
so-called 'reporters’ pushing
otherwise are recycling the
same, tired, false narrative
that Democrats and the lega-
cy media have been pushing
for a decade." The president
himself has also highlighted
that he is not subject to feder-
al conflict of interest laws.
Trump told reporters on
Wednesday: "You know why
I'm profiting, because the
stock market's going up,
everybody's profiting." He
said: "I don't get involved in

my personal [finances], we
have funds that run my
money. "I've made a lot of
money before I became presi-
dent, and they invest my
money, and I don't talk to
them." Trump once criticised
cryptocurrency, famously
calling Bitcoin a "scam" in
2021 and a "disaster waiting to
happen". But, during his pres-
idential campaign three years
later, Trump said he wanted
to make the US the "crypto
capital of the planet". One of
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his first actions when he
returned to the White House
last year was an executive
order to "support the respon-
sible growth" of the crypto
industry. Richard Painter,
the former chief White House
ethics lawyer under George
W Bush, told the BBC it was
"extraordinary"”, that Trump
had made $1bn from crypto.
"Of course it's a conflict of
interest,” he said. Will
Walker-Arnott, director of
private clients at Raymond

James Wealth Management,
said: "His approach, I sup-
pose, is in contrast to previ-
ous presidents in terms of
money making. "Jimmy
Carter put his peanut farm
into a blind trust and George
W Bush sold his interest in
the Texas Rangers before
becoming president, but
Trump seems to be operating
in a very different manner
and seems to be making a lot
of money through this family
crypto company." Trump
Bibles, watches and fragrance
Tuesday's disclosure shows
his crypto earnings far over-
shadow income from his real
estate business, which first
catapulted him to fame.
Trump earned around $77m
from his Mar-a-Lago club and
$122m from his golf club in
Doral, Florida. He also earned
more than $30m each from
golf clubs in Bedminster, New
Jersey, and Jupiter, Florida,
and Turnberry, Scotland.
Trump also earned millions
from other business ventures,
according to the financial dis-
closure. These included $4.7m
in royalties from Trump-

branded watches, along with
Trump-branded Bibles, train-
ers, fragrances and guitars.
First Lady Melania Trump
also listed her income from
2025 in the disclosure. She
made $10.7m from a "license
agreement" related to the doc-
umentary about her that was
released last year. Another
$6m in income is listed for her
from the sale of NFTs, which
are digital images sold online.
The president listed some
$86.5m of income in settle-
ments from various legal
actions. These included $16m
from a lawsuit against ABC,
$16m from CBS Broadcasting
and CBS Interactive, $24.5m
from Meta, $22m from
YouTube and $8m from X.
But the White House has said
most of that money went
towards Trump's future presi-
dential library or a nonprofit
dedicated to the upkeep of
park sites in the Washington
DC area. According to a list of
the world's richest people
compiled by Forbes maga-
zine, Trump has an estimated
fortune of $6bn - up from
$2.3bn in 2024.

Sudan's RSF committed
crimes against humanity in
el-Fasher, Amnesty says

Sudanese
committed crimes against

paramilitaries

humanity and ethnic
cleansing during their cam-
paign to seize the city of el-
Fasher last year, a rights
group report says. The siege
and takeover of the city in
the western region of
Darfur marked one of the
bloodiest episodes in
Sudan's civil war between
Sudan's army and the Rapid
Support Forces (RSF). "The
RSF's crimes included mur-
der, forcible transfer,
imprisonment, torture,
rape, sexual slavery, other
forms of sexual violence,
enslavement, extermina-
tion and persecution," said
an Amnesty investigations
released on Wednesday.
The RSF has not comment-
ed on the Amnesty report
but has denied previous
such accusations. Sudan
remains locked in a three-
year  power  struggle
between the regular army
and the RSF paramilitaries.
The ongoing civil war has
killed hundreds of thou-
sands of people, and forced
more than 14 million people
from their homes.
Widespread sexual violence
against men, women and
children is being used as a
weapon of war, the UN says.
Both the RSF and the
Sudanese Armed Forces
(SAF) have been accused of
war crimes, which they
deny. After being forced out
of the capital, Khartoum, in
March last year, the RSF
shifted its focus to consoli-
dating its control of the
western Darfur region by
capturing el-Fasher, and
extending its reach into the
Kordofan states in the south
of the country. Amnesty

believes RSF fighters com-
mitted grave human rights
violations in and around el-
Fasher during its 18-month
siege of the city. "Children
were not collateral damage
of this violence - often, they
were deliberately targeted
and have suffered immense-
ly. They have been Killed,
injured, raped, abducted,
and forcibly recruited on a
massive scale," said Agneés
Callamard, Amnesty
International's secretary
general. In its report that
details dozens of accounts of
more than 200 survivors,
Amnesty said evidence
gathered "may be relevant
to the crime of genocide".
"They tied me up and beat
me with sticks and the back
of an AK-47. Then one of
them approached on a
camel and... just shot me in
the leg," said a 17-year-old
who was attacked in Abu
Zerega, a town south of el
Fasher. The teenage boy,
who now uses crutches to
walk, said eight of his
cousins, including four boys
aged between 11 and 17,
were Killed in the same
attack. Amnesty
researchers, who reviewed
89 open-source videos and
carried out extensive analy-
sis of satellite imagery from
North Darfur, say many vic-
tims were targeted and
killed because of their eth-
nic identity. Arab fighters
from the RSF went after
members of local non-Arab
communities, according to
the rights group, often using
ethnic slurs translated as
"slave" or "servant". Arab
militias associated with the
RSF have a long history of
violence against black
African groups in Darfur. I
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Fire at Antwerp apartment block Kkills at least six

Afghan Taliban launch strikes on border

Afghanistan's
regime said they have car-
ried out strikes on targets
along the border with
Pakistan, injuring several
people in Pakistan's south-
western Balochistan
province. Pakistan's mili-
tary said it had shot down
four rudimentary drones
and warned any further
provocation "would receive
a befitting response". The
BBC has been unable to
independently confirm the
attack. The strikes come
after Pakistan launched its
own air strikes on
Afghanistan on Sunday,
killing 28 civilians, accord-
ing to the UN. Tensions
have reignited in the region
after months of relative
calm. The two countries had
agreed to a ceasefire in
October following weeks of

with Pakistan as tensio

Taliban

deadly clashes. Pakistan has
long accused Afghanistan of
harbouring terrorists who
carry out attacks on its soil,
a claim the Taliban govern-
ment rejects. Kabul in turn
has accused Islamabad of
carrying out unprovoked
attacks which kill civilians.
Pakistan says it only targets
militants. Afghanistan said
Pakistan's attack on Sunday
hit civilian homes and put
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the civilian death toll at 36,
with more than 160 injured.
It described the attack as a
"cowardly act" and an
"atrocity". Pakistan said it
had carried out a ground
operation along the border
and air strikes targeting
militant hideouts in
Afghanistan's Paktia,
Paktika and Kunar
provinces. The country's
information minister,

ns escalate

Attaullah Tarar, said 29 mil-
itants had been killed in an
operation responding to
"recent terrorist attacks
against innocent people".
The BBC has not independ-
ently confirmed figures
from either side.
Intermittent border clashes
and air strikes in the area
have Killed dozens of people
in recent months, according
to officials in both coun-
tries. In February, clashes
between the two countries
left dozens of people dead. In
March, a Pakistani strike on
a drug rehabilitation centre
in Kabul killed hundreds.
Earlier in June, Pakistan
launched deadly air strikes
that killed 26 militants.
Afghanistan's Taliban gov-
ernment said 13 people,
mostly children, were also
killed in the strikes.




FIFA WORLD CUP 2026:

Ronaldo Stand Blasted As
'Embarrasing"”, Coach
Roberto Martinez Called
Out: "They Are Being Held Back"
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Former India all-rounder
Ravichandran Ashwin has
come out in support of head
coach Gautam Gambhir fol-
lowing the heavy backlash
after India's 0-2 T20I
series whitewash
against Ireland. Led by

Cristiano Ronaldo has had a
blow-hot, blow-cold FIFA
World Cup so far. He left
almost no impact in
Portugal's first Group K
match against DR Congo,
which ended in a 1-1 draw.
Then, he shone brightly
with a brace against
Uzbekistan in a 5-0 win but
again could not score
against Colombia in the
third match. Portugal fin-
ished second in the group
and will now face Croatia in
the Round of 32. Ronaldo,
who is the first man to score
in six World Cups, is yet to
score in the knockout stage
of the marquee event.
Portugal's Round of 32
match is on Friday (IST).
Commentating on the
Portugal vs Croatia match,
former England player

Chris Sutton said the
reliance on the veteran star
is hurting the team.

"Cristiano Ronaldo is 41 but
has played every minute for
Portugal so far, which I
think is embarrassing for
Roberto Martinez. I've never
known a manager to pander
to a player as much as he
does. Portugal have some
incredible players but, as
great as Ronaldo once was,
they are being held back by
having him permanently on
the pitch as their centre-for-
ward," he said on BBC Sport.
Sutton added that Portugal's
rivals, Croatia, are not
young either. "But, while he
is not the player he was,
Croatia are ageing too and
are not the team they once
were either," he said.

"This will be close, but I see

Portugal taking it in normal  hands." . .
R N ). " . fered a historic setback as
time. With me writing The focus is on .
. .. . they lost both matches in
Ronaldo off, he will probably  training, being the . .
" " . the two-g: eries. Ireland not only regis-
score the winner. best, putting the con- ) . ..
. . . . - tered thei -ever win over India in any
Since making his debut for cepts into practice and v . .
format bu so exposed India's batting

Portugal in 2003, Ronaldo

showing pride in wear-

Shreyas Iyer, India suf-

has consistently delivered at
the highest level and also
holds the record for the most
hat-tricks in international
football, with 10 to his name.
"Our captain sets an exam-
ple in everything he does,"
Martinez said of Ronaldo, as
quoted by ESPN.

"He gives his all, 24 hours a
day, to help the national
team. Our captain and the
rest of the players are not
thinking about the future.
We don't know what can
happen in the future
because they can get
injured, and there are deci-
sions that are out of their

ing the shirt. That's the
example he sets. His sole
aim is to use today to
improve for tomorrow," he
added.

It isn't just
Ronaldo's fault
But the reality is very differ-
ent. At the ongoing World
Cup, Ronaldo is once again
under scrutiny and fans and
former players have also
accused Roberto Martinez of
his over-reliance on the vet-
eran. Although Ronaldo was
Portugal's highest-rated
attacking player in

the FIFA Power

Rankings for

Cristiano

the

group
stage, it is
also due to
Martinez's
usage of the
former Real
Madrid player
as a lone striker.

R Ashwin Hits Back At Critics Over Vaibhav
Sooryanvanshi Stance: ""Carrying Water Is Not Degrading'

The BCCI named Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi in India's
T20I squad but the player
was kept on the bench dur-
ing the recently-concluded
two-match series against
Ireland. The debate over
his inclusion in the play-
ing XI continues as India
gear up to play against
England in a five-match
T20I series that begins on
Wednesday. After the
team management decided
to keep Sooryavanshi on
the sidelines during the
Ireland series, legendary
India spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin
backed their take. The for-
mer international spinner
highlighted the impor-
tance of sitting out and
waiting for his turn.
"There is value in sitting
outside and watching the

game too. Let him serve
the team, help out, even
bring water. There is a lot
to learn from that experi-
ence," Ashwin had said in
a video earlier on his
YouTube channel after the
first T20I against Ireland.
"If he spends some time
outside the playing XI
first, he will gain empathy
and a better understand-
ing of the team environ-

ment. He has a long and
illustrious career ahead of
him. Sitting outside is
also a role," he had added.
Reacting to the remark,
some of the fans lashed
out at Ashwin on social
media. The fans ques-
tioned Sooryavanshi's
inclusion if the team did-
n't play him. The former
India spinner has now hit
back at the critics, point-

ing out that "carry-

ing water is not degrad-
ing" for a player. "We need
to give Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi time. The
way he played in the IPL,
obviously you will have to
play him at some point. He
is that special," Ashwin
said on his YouTube chan-
nel. "What I am saying is
that carrying water is not
degrading," Ashwin
added. "Why do people
think carrying water is a
bad thing? When did the
ethos of cricket change? In
the 1990s and 2000s, I was a
ball boy in Chennai, and I
was so happy to carry
water for the cricketers
then. When did running
into the field and giving a
water bottle to Indian
players become less?" he
concluded.

frailties, with the visitors collapsing under
pressure in both games. In the aftermath of
the defeat, Gambhir faced intense criticism
from fans across social media. However,
Ashwin defended the coach. Calling him a
"misunderstood person" and emphasising
that his ideas and beliefs are crucial for the
progress of Indian cricket, Ashwin urged
people to look beyond the immediate
results and understand Gambhir's vision.
"When there are talks about Gambhir,
sometimes it comes out in a manner
where we don't get it in a way that
he is trying to say it. I think he is

a very misunderstood person.

- There could be personal things. In
India and Indian cricket, it will
| take us time to realise that a
difference in view or point of

"Personal Things': R Ashwin On
'Misunderstood' Gautam
Gambhir After Ireland Fiasco

view does not mean that you don't like the
other person. It is okay to disagree. Like
and point of view are very different,"
Ashwin said. "India under Gambhir values
someone who can bat and bowl a bit as well,
then you will be in. Sometimes I am not
okay with this that all of this comes into
Test cricket as well.

Abhishe

India wicketkeeper-batter
Ishan Kishan has replaced
teammate Abhishek Sharma
as the world's No.1 T20I bat-
ter in the latest ICC Player
Rankings, ending the latter's
nearly year-long reign at the
top after his prolific run in
the shortest format. In anoth-
er major change, Australia's
Travis Head climbed to the
No.1 spot among Test batters
for the first time in his
career. Kishan attained a
new career-best rating to
move ahead of Abhishek
after the latest ICC rankings
update released on
Wednesday, following India's
2-0 T20I series defeat to
Ireland in Belfast. The left-
handed batter's rise to the
summit has been fuelled by
his outstanding performanc-
es at the ICC T20 World Cup
earlier this year, where he

amassed 317 runs at a strike
rate of almost 200. His cam-
paign included a Player of the
Match-winning knock
against Pakistan in Colombo.
Abhishek, who had occupied
the No.l spot for almost 12
months, now trails Kishan by
just seven rating points.
Kishan also joins an elite list
featuring Virat Kohli and

Suryakumar Yadav as only
the fourth Indian men's bat-
ter to achieve the No.1 rank-
ing in T20I cricket. Among
other movers in the T20I bat-
ting rankings, Ireland cap-
tain Lorcan Tucker jumped
four places to equal 77th,
while Ross Adair climbed six
spots to 84th after impressive
performances against India.

shan Kishan Dethrones Teammate
harma As No. 1 Ranked ICC Batter

Ireland seamer Matthew
Humphreys moved up one
place to 25th in the T20I bowl-
ing rankings after claiming
four wickets in the series,
earning a career-best rating.
In the T20I all-rounders'
rankings, India's Shivam
Dube rose three places to sev-
enth, while Ireland's Gareth
Delany and Harry Tector
climbed to 24th and 38th
respectively. There were sig-
nificant changes in the ICC
Test rankings as well, with
Australia's Travis Head
becoming the world's No.1
Test batter for the first time
in his career. Head replaced
England's Harry Brook at the
top after Brook and Joe Root
endured modest returns in
the Nottingham Test against
New Zealand. Brook slipped
to second while Root dropped
two places to third.

Ex-Australia Star, Who Played 16 ODIs
And 24 T20Is, Set To Represent Portugal

Former Australia cricket
team all-rounder Moises
Henriques has switched his
international cricket alle-
giance and will now play
Portugal. Henriques played
4 Tests, 16 ODIs and 24
T20Is for Australia and
even won the Indian
Premier League (IPL) title
with Sunrisers Hyderabad
in 2016. He will play for
Portugal and will look to
play a big part in qualifica-
tion for the T20 World Cup
2028 which will be held in
Australia and New
Zealand. Henriques was
born in Funchal, Portugal,
before moving to Australia
as an infant. Portugal will
face Czech Republic, Israel
and Greeche to qualify for
the next round of qualifi-
cers. England and Ireland
have automatically quali-
fied for the tournament and
Europe has two more quali-

fication spots for the T20
World Cup. “The opportu-
nity for growth in the game
around the world is proba-
bly not just my Portuguese
heritage but, more impor-
tantly, the game and the
opportunity for growth
worldwide," Henriques told
CODE Sports. “We can
improve the quality of all
the engagement in, say,

another 10 or 20 nations
around the world and then
you are looking at cricket
World Cups that stop the
entire world, as opposed to
a couple of Western coun-
tries and the subcontinent,"
he added. Henriques
became eligible to play for
Portugal under the current
International Cricket
Council (ICC) regulations.
The rules state that players
need to have a three-year
period after their final
international appearance
to join an associate nation.
The former Australia
cricketer last played dur-
ing a T20I encounter
against Bangladesh in
2021. Henriques scored 648
runs and took 17 wickets
across all formats for
Australia. Previously, for-
mer Australia batter Joe
Burns also decided to play
for Italy.

Naomi Osaka Shows Off Another Fashion Creation
Before Reaching 3rd Round At Wimbledon

Naomi Osaka had a new look
to show off before winning
her second-round match at
Wimbledon. Osaka, whose
fashion reveals have become
an event of their own at
Grand Slam tournaments,
wore a less elaborate outfit
for her walk-on than the
“Kill Bill” inspired kimono
she sported for her opening-
round match on Monday.

It still drew plenty of atten-
tion as she made the walk
from the locker room to No. 2
Court, trailed by photogra-
phers and fans wanting to
take their own photos. This
all-white outfit featured a
wide belt and a long train
that trailed behind her,
which the four-time major
winner took off as she began
warming up for her match
against qualifier Anastasia
Gasanova. She went on to
quickly dispatch her oppo-
nent 6-3, 6-2. “I'm just trying
to mix it up a little bit,”

oz

Osaka said about her outfit,
adding she had been worried
that a loss might have
ruined her daughter Shai's
third birthday on Thursday.
“I just wanted to be here for
longer, I didn't want to make
her get on a plane on her
birthday,” Osaka said.
Osaka's match was
among the early
starts on the out-
side courts as the
second
round
g ot

under

Hardik Trade: CSK, KKR Among 7 Competing

Teams, These 2 Sides Show No Interest

Mumbai Indians captain Hardik
Pandya is reportedly set to leave the
franchise. The star all-rounder
started his Indian Premier League
career with MI in 2015 and played
for the side till 2021. Ahead of the
next season, new entrants Gujarat
Titans acquired Hardik and named
him the captain. He led the new side
for two editions before returning to
Mumbai as the skipper. Under
Hardik's leadership across three
IPL seasons, MI ended at the 10th,
third and ninth positions, respec-
tively. A total of seven franchises
are showing interest in acquiring
Hardik in the transfer window,
claimed a report in The Times of
India. The outlet claimed that only
Royal Challengers Bengaluru and

the all-rounder.

claimed, while

Sunrisers Hyderabad are the two
sides that are not in the race to pick

or national camps. Though Pandya
is originally from Baroda in

"Hardik
want-

way at Wimbledon. Later,
defending men's champion
Jannik Sinner was set to
play Nuno Borges in the first
match on Centre Court. That
will be followed by women's
French Open winner Mirra

Andreeva facing 2024
Wimbledon champion
Barbora
Krejcikova before
Novak Djokovic
takes on Stefanos
Tsitsipas.

Defying logic - how
Haaland could end up with
260 international goals

Erling Haaland stood on
the pitch in Dallas, a goofy
grin across his face and a
Viking helmet atop his
head at a jaunty angle. He
was drinking it all in.
Norway had just beaten
Ivory Coast 2-1, their first
knockout victory in World
Cup history. It was cele-
brated by players and
fans joining together in

Among the interested franchises,
Chennai Super Kings are the front-
runners, giving a tough fight to
Kolkata Knight Riders, the report
adding
Rajasthan Royals are also among
the serious contenders to acquire
Hardik. Hardik has shifted base to
Bengaluru with the aim of making
the BCCI's Centre of Excellence
(COE) his permanent training base
for the remainder of his career,
reported PTI. The move is unique
as India's centrally contracted play-
ers normally visit the Centre of
Excellence (COE) only for injury
rehabilitation, fitness assessments

Gujarat, he has spent most of the
last decade living in Mumbai and
training primarily at his IPL fran-
chise Mumbai Indians' facility in
Ghansoli. The 32-year-old, who is
currently recovering from a quadri-
ceps injury and was ruled out of the
ongoing white-ball tour of the UK,
has spent considerable time at the
COE over the last six months.
"Hardik has already permanently
shifted to Bengaluru. He has rented
a property on the outskirts of the
city, close to the COE. He will be the
first Indian cricketer to make the
COE his permanent training base
for the remainder of his career," a
BCCI source told the news agency.

that

e d their now iconic Viking

Row celebration - con-
ducted by Martin
Odegaard on the drum.
And, of  course,
Haaland had scored
the winner. It was
hardly his best inter-
national goal - a
scuff off his instep

to
move
out of
Mumbai as com-

muting every day from his from Patrick
Lower Parel residence for Berg's pull-back
training had become a that Ivorian
problem. As a centrally keeper Yaya
contracted cricketer, he has Fofana nearly
access to every facility at grabbed  off

the line - but
it is his most

the COE, from injury man-
agement to skills training.

important. Norway became
the first European side to
reach the last 16, succeed-
ing where Germany and
the Netherlands failed. It
matches their best World
Cup showing, achieved 28
years ago in their last finals
appearance in 1998. They
face Brazil next, in what
could prove a blockbuster.
For Haaland, it means his
eye-popping international
scoring record now fea-
tures a goal of real sub-
stance to go alongside the
five strikes against
Moldova and another five
hat-tricks versus
Romania, Kazakhstan and
Gibraltar among others.
Haaland has now scored 60
goals in 53 senior interna-
tionals - averaging a goal
every 72 minutes - but the
first 55 had not come in a
major tournament with
Norway having previously
failed to qualify for any
during his lifetime.
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THE WORLD OF TOXIC GETS WILDER WITH ‘LADIES &
LADIES’: POWERFUL WOMEN OWN THE SPOTLIGHT AS
YASH RETURNS IN A HIGH-IMPACT ACTION AVATAR

Bold, Fierce and Unapologetic: ‘Ladies & Ladies’ Expands the World of To

he world of Toxic: A
T Fairytale for Grown-

Ups just got even more

dangerous. With the
unveiling of ‘Ladies & Ladies’,
the film drops a bold new
video that shines a spotlight
on the formidable women of
its dark, stylish universe.
Packed with power, mystery,
attitude and adrenaline, the
video offers a glimpse into the
female forces shaping the
story — and makes it clear
they are not here to play by

anyone’s rules.
Nayanthara, Kiara Advani,
Tara Sutaria, Rukmini

Vasanth and Huma Qureshi
command every frame with
undeniable presence, teasing
characters that are as com-
plex as they are powerful.
Whether it’s the fierce and for-
midable Nayanthara, Kiara’s
mesmerizing, magnetic and
yet somewhat melancholic
energy, Tara’s unbothered an
vivacious presence,

Rukmini’s fierce intensity or
Huma’s captivating and
steely glimpse, each woman
leaves an unmistakable mark
on the world of Toxic.
Elevating the intrigue
further is a capti-
vating female

The

M A

your own risk.” Equal parts
unfiltered and candid, the
warning captures the film’s
pulse.

Toxic: A Fairytale for Grown-
Ups, the asset con-
tinues to
expand a

voice-over 1 world
that tells a world of Toxic: A that is
woman’s Fairytale for Grown-Ups dan-
perspec- Jjust got even more d(mger—l ger-
tive, ous. With the unveiling of ous
adding a ‘Ladies & Ladies’, the film and
layer of drops a bold new video

mystery, that shines a spotlight on

power the formidable women of

and rebel- its dark, stylish uni-

lion. verse.

Right from the impos-

first frame, the
video embraces its
rebellious spirit with the dis-

claimer: “Kids... stay away.
Parents... make sure your
kids stay away.

Grandparents... make sure
your kids’ kids stay away.
Great Grandparents... at

sible to

look away from.

Through striking visuals,
stylized action and an atmos-
phere dripping with intrigue,
Toxic promises a cinematic
experience that refuses to
colour inside the
lines.Directed by Geetu

Mohandas and fronted by
actor-producer Yash, Toxic: A
Fairytale for Grown-Ups fea-
tures a powerhouse ensemble
cast including Nayanthara,
Kiara Advani, Tara
Sutaria,Rukmini Vasanth
and Huma Qureshi in pivotal
roles. Shot simultaneously in
Kannada and English, the
film will also be dubbed in
Hindi, Telugu, Tamil, and
Malayalam. Backed by KVN
Productions and Monster

Creations, it is set for a
massive worldwide theatri-
cal release on Wednesday, 26
August 2026.

the

Ajay Mysore,

movie
Kamran.

I want 'Hangmen' to be a great
film.. Padmashri Dr. Brhanandam
at the trailer launch event

ihaan's film
'Hangman' is direct-
ed by Brahmaji in
the lead role under
banners of Ajay
Mysore Productions and
Chloro Films. V. Srikanth,
V. H.
Produced by Rao, this
is composed by
Uday Gurrala
worked as cameraman and

v

production designer for

this movie. This movie is
going to be streamed on
Sun Next from July 3. The
trailer of the show was
released on Tuesday.
Padmashri Dr.
Brahmanandam.for the
trailer launch program
organized on this occa-
sion.

Nandini Reddy and
Adnaki Dayakar were the
chief guests.
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irst full-length AI-
F powered feature
film in the Telugu
film industry
Promotional campaign
begins ahead of release
Marking a significant
technological milestone
in Telugu cinema,
Amba's Revenge is gear-
ing up for release as the
industry's first full-
length feature film creat-
ed with the support of
Artificial Intelligence
(AI). Produced by
Yogendra Potluri and
Rani Madison under the
Nakka Thoka Films ban-
ner, the film is directed
by Jayavardhan Madi.
The AI Visual Design &
Development is being
handled by Kalai Visual
Studios.
With its title poster offi-
cially unveiled, the mak-
ers have launched the
film's promotional cam-
paign. Amba's Revenge is
inspired by the powerful
character Amba from the
Indian epic
Mahabharata. The film
aims to present this leg-
endary tale through a
contemporary perspec-
tive by blending mythol-
ogy with cutting-edge Al
technology.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, producer Yogendra
Potluri and director
Jayavardhan Madi
described the project as a
pioneering step for
Telugu cinema. They
stated that AI has been
integrated into several
stages of the filmmaking
process, particularly in
visual design, character
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development, and story
adaptation, enabling the
team to create a unique
and innovative cinemat-
ic experience.

The makers said the
release of the title poster
marks the beginning of
introducing the film to
audiences, with more
details about the film's
release schedule to be
announced soon.

'Amba’'s Revenge' Set to
Become Telugu Cinema's First
Full-Length Al Feature Film

By combining a timeless
mythological narrative

with state-of-the-art
Artificial Intelligence,
Amba's Revenge has

already generated con-
siderable curiosity
among film enthusiasts
and industry circles. The
project is expected to set
a new benchmark for Al-
assisted filmmaking in
Telugu cinema.

'NIMMAKAYA.. NEEKENDUKU

-

N

ew Telugu film that
N aims to expose super-

stitions still prevalent

in modern society
through an engaging and
suspense-filled narrative has
been officially launched.
Titled "Nimmakaya..
Neekenduku Bhayam" (Why
Are You Afraid of a
Lemon?), the film stars
Rajesh Bhupathi, Swapna
Raj and Abitha in the lead
roles, with veteran actors
Suman and Amani playing

-

pivotal characters.
Produced under the BVC

Films banner, the film
marks the directorial ven-
ture of Roshi Reddy
Pandillapalli, who earlier
earned appreciation for his
film "Itlu." The movie was
formally launched with tra-
ditional pooja ceremonies at
Sarathi Studios, Ameerpet,
Hyderabad.

The muhurtham shot was
inaugurated by PCC General
Secretary Uppala Srinivas

BHAYAM' LAUNCHED GRANDLY

Gupta, who sounded the
clapboard. Lion Venkat
switched on the camera,
while
Prathani
directed the first shot.
Several distinguished guests
attended the event and
extended their best wishes
to the film's team. Speaking
on the occasion, veteran
actor Suman said,
story of this film is filled
with interesting horror and
thriller elements.

TFCC Chairman
Ramakrishna

"The

Nagabandham is a very castile film. The visuals are
amazing. I wish the film a huge success: Producer
Suresh Babu at the pre-release press meet

Nagabandham will be a
visual wonder. It will give
the audience a great the-
atrical experience: Hero
Virat Karna
Nagabandham is a film
that celebrates our cul-
ture, roots and Sanatana
Dharma in a grand way.
The audience will definite-
ly like it: Director
Abhishek Nama
Nagabandham is a
sureshot blockbuster:
Producers Kishore

O )

Annapureddy and
Nishitha Nagireddy

Virat Karna is the hero of
the epic adventure visual

wonder 'Nagabandham -

The Secret Treasure'
directed by Abhishek
Nama. Kishore
Annapureddy and

Nishitha Nagi Reddy have
produced this film on a
huge budget under the
banner of Nick Studios.
The film stars Nabha
Natesh, Aishwarya

Menen, Jagapathi Babu,
Mahesh Manjrekar,
Rishabh Sawhney and
other key roles. The pro-
motional content that has
already been released has
created a sensation across
the country. The film will
be released worldwide on
July 3. On this occasion,
the makers organized a
pre-release press meet.
Producer Suresh Babu
attended the event as the
chief guest.

Anand Deverakonda, director Aditya Haasan,
and producer SKN launched the "Crush Song'"
firom the upcoming film Summer Holidays

Successful producer and
distributor Dheeraj
Mogilineni, known for
backing content-driven
films, is gearing up to
bring an endearing chil-
dren's film titled Summer
Holidays under his ban-
ner, Dheeraj Mogilineni
Entertainment. Directed

e,

by Srikar, the film is
designed as a heartwarm-
ing journey that brings
back nostalgic childhood
memories. Master Rohan,
Master Arun, and Baby
Khushi play the lead
roles, and the film is gear-
ing up for a grand theatri-
cal release soon.

Rana Daggubati’s Spirit Media To Release

The Fun-_Fi_lled

meer Log has received

a major boost ahead of

its release, with Rana
Daggubati's Spirit Media
stepping in to bring the film
across the Telugu states.
The team at Spirit Media
was impressed after watch-
ing the completed film,
appreciating its refreshing
concept, engaging story-
telling, and wholesome
entertainment, prompting
them to come on board as
its distribution partner.
The association with Spirit
Media is expected to signifi-
cantly strengthen the film's
reach and visibility, giving
the youthful entertainer a
wider platform to connect
with audiences. The back-
ing of a reputed banner like

En

Spirit Media which earlier
backed strong content films

like Kaantha, Psych
Siddhartha, etc. is being
seen as a huge advantage
for the makers.

Featuring MC Hari, Manoj,
and Sasidhar in the lead

tertainer
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roles, Ameer Log also stars
Vedashree, Raavan
Nitturu, Vishwender
Reddy, and Saiyogi in key
roles. The film marks the
maiden production venture
of Awwal Number
Productions and is directed

Ameer Log

by Ramana Reddy Soma.
Madhavi Reddy Soma pro-
duces the film, while
Manohar Reddy Manchuri
serves as the co-producer.
Promising a fun-filled
entertainer rooted in
friendship and relatable
emotions, Ameer Log aims
to offer audiences an enjoy-
able cinematic experience
packed with humor,
warmth, and memorable
moments. The previously
released posters and song
received thumping
response, setting good
expectations for the movie.
The technical crew
includes cinematographer
SVK, music composer
Smaran Sai, and editor
Rohit Penumatsa.

SARA GURPAL SINGS
HIT PAKISTANI SONG
ON INDIAN SHOW

t a time when ten-
sions between India
and Pakistan contin-
ue to dominate headlines,
a video of Indian singer
Sara Gurpal performing a
Pakistani drama song has
gone viral. On paper, it
looked like a wholesome

cross-border music
moment. In the com-
ments, though, things

went in a very different
direction.

Sara performed “Meri
Zindagi Hai Tu”, the
much-loved song from
the Pakistani drama of
the same name, during
her appearance in the
Indian singing reality
show Voice of Punjab
Master Champs. The
track has a strong fan
base, especially among
Pakistani drama lovers,
and is remembered for its
emotional pull more than
just its vocals.

But Sara’s stage version
did not land well with
many listeners. Soon
after the clip surfaced
online, fans began saying

B

that the performance
failed to match the feel-
ing of the original song.

B FANS SAY THE EMO-
TION WAS MISSING
Pakistani fans were
quick to react, with many
saying the song should
not have been performed
in that style. Some felt
that the softness and pain
of the original track were
lost on stage, while oth-
ers said the performance
sounded too forced.

What made the reactions
more interesting was that
it was not just Pakistani
users who criticised the
performance. Several
Indian users also agreed
that the song deserved a
more delicate treatment
and that Sara’s version
did not do justice to it.
For many, the issue was
not that an Indian singer
performed a Pakistani
song. In fact, many called
that part wholesome. The
problem, according to
fans, was the way the
song was sung.
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