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Total pilgrims : 81,692
Tonsures : 35,361
Hundi kanukalu : 4.72CR 
Laddu sale... 4.17 Lac
Annaprasadams... 2.05 Lac
Medical treatment...2,793
Waiting Compartments...29

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens).. 12 H.

12-year-old boy 
dead, two injured as 
portion of house col-
lapses in Thane

Owaisi meets Telangana Chief Secretary, 
demands PRCs for voters

Hyderabad (TSIT)
AIMIM president 
Asaduddin Owaisi on 
Friday met Telangana 
Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju 
and demanded that the 
State government consider 
issuing Permanent 
Residence Certificate (PRC) 
or Family Register 
Certificate to electors of the 
state in the ongoing SIR in 
Telangana.

The Hyderabad MP said 
he, along with Faheem 
Qureshi, president and vice 
chairman of Telangana 
Minority Residential 
Educational Institutions 
Society (TMREIS), met the 
Chief Secretary and 
demanded that the Revanth 
Reddy government must 
consider issuing PRC or 
Family Register Certificate 

to electors of Telangana in 
the ongoing SIR in 
Telangana under Article 
162. Owaisi posted on social 
media that if Chief Minister 
Revanth Reddy accepts the 
demand, it will be benefi-
cial to poor people of 
Telangana in getting their 
names in the Final SIR list, 
which will save them many 
troubles and inconve-
nience.

The All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) chief pointed out 
that the Karnataka govern-
ment is issuing PRC certifi-
cates through a GO under 
the Karnataka Sakala 
Services Act 2011. Owaisi 
said that Telangana State 
has authentic databases of 
the State, namely the 
Samagra Kutumba Survey, 

Socio Economic & Caste 
Survey of 2024 and 2025, 
BHU Bharati Act 2025, Food 
Security Card database of 
the Civil Supplies 
Department, Municipal 
Tax records, School & 
Board records. “Let us hope 
a positive decision is taken 
in the larger interest of the 
poor, minorities, BCs, SCs 

& STs of Telangana,” he 
said. On July 6, Owaisi had 
urged the Telangana gov-
ernment to immediately 
issue PRCs for the poor, 
saying many lack docu-
ments and risk exclusion 
from the voter list during 
the ongoing Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR).

The Hyderabad MP want-
ed to know what is stopping 
the state government from 
issuing PRCs. He said that 
if the ruling party is not 
realising that the poor of 
Telangana lack documents, 
then it is totally cut off from 
reality. Owaisi told the rul-
ing Congress party not to 
come to the people after the 
publication of the final 
voter list to 'console' them 
and then complain of a con-
spiracy. 

Karur (TSIT) Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister C. Joseph 
Vijay on Friday handed over 
compassionate appointment 
orders to the members of 
families who lost their loved 
ones in the Karur stampede, 
describing the tragedy as an 
“unhealed wound” that con-
tinues to weigh heavily on 
his heart.

The stampede occurred on 
September 27 last year, on 
the eve of the Tamil Nadu 
Assembly election, during a 
TVK election campaign rally 
in Karur.

Forty-one people were 
killed in the incident. A 
Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) probe 
into the tragedy is currently 
underway.

Following the incident, the 
Tamil Nadu government 
announced an ex gratia pay-
ment of Rs 10 lakh to each 
bereaved family, while the 
TVK extended an additional 
compensation of Rs 20 lakh. 
As part of the government’s 
rehabilitation measures, the 
Chief Minister visited Karur 
to distribute compassionate 

appointment orders to eligi-
ble family members of the 
victims. During a function 
held at the Atlas Arena, CM 
Vijay presented appointment 
orders to one member from 
each of the 32 affected fami-
lies, with jobs offered as per 
the educational qualifica-
tions of the beneficiaries.

The event coincided with 
proceedings before the 
Madurai Bench of the 
Madras High Court, where a 
petition challenging the gov-
ernment’s decision to pro-
vide permanent government 
jobs to the victims’ families 
came up for hearing.

CM Vijay hands over job orders 
to kin of Karur stampede victims, 

Monsoon 
fury batters 
several states

NEW DELHI (TSIT): 

More than 10 people were con-
firmed to have died in rain-
related incidents across the 
country as torrential mon-
soon showers unleashed 
widespread destruction 
across several parts of the 
country on Thursday, inun-
dating roads, uprooting trees, 
damaging property and dis-
rupting normal life.
Authorities scrambled to 
restore normalcy amid fore-
casts of more rain, with peo-
ple wading through knee-
deep water in residential 
areas in several cities and 
traffic crawling on major 
roads and highways.

Fresh floods and landslides 
were reported in Arunachal 
Pradesh and Himachal 
Pradesh, with rising water 
levels in a river submerging a 
100-foot iron bridge in 
Kinnaur.Relentless monsoon 
rain battered Delhi, inundat-
ing roads, uprooting trees 
and triggering widespread 
traffic snarls.

Korean Industry Invited to Partner in Andhra Pradesh's 
Growth Journey: Minister Nara Lokesh

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : 
Andhra Pradesh Minister for 
Human Resource 
Development, Information 
Technology, Electronics & 
Communications (ITE&C), 
and RTGS, Shri Nara Lokesh, 
invited Korean industries to 
become partners in Andhra 
Pradesh's growth journey, 
highlighting the state's emer-
gence as one of India's most 
attractive investment destina-
tions. The invitation was 
extended during a special 
interactive session and the 
Korea Roadshow for the 31st 
CII Partnership Summit 2026, 
jointly organized by the 
Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) and the 
Government of Andhra 
Pradesh in Seoul. The event 
brought together senior repre-
sentatives from the 
Government of Andhra 
Pradesh, the Embassy of India 
in Seoul, the Government of 
the Republic of Korea, Invest 
Korea, KOTRA, Korean indus-
try, and the CII Andhra 
Pradesh CEOs delegation to 
explore opportunities for 
strengthening trade, invest-
ment, and technology partner-
ships.

In his keynote address, Shri 
Nara Lokesh outlined the 
state's renewed focus on indus-
trial growth, ease of doing 
business, technology-driven 

governance, and employment 
generation. He highlighted the 
immense opportunities avail-
able in sectors such as elec-
tronics, information technolo-
gy, semiconductors, automo-
biles, electric vehicles, renew-
able energy, green hydrogen, 
food processing, ports, logis-
tics, and advanced manufac-
turing. Inviting Korean com-
panies to explore Andhra 
Pradesh as a strategic invest-
ment destination, the Minister 
said the state offers a unique 
combination of investor-
friendly policies, skilled talent, 
world-class industrial infra-
structure, port-led connectivi-
ty, and proactive governance. 
He reiterated the government's 
commitment to providing a 
transparent, responsive, and 
business-friendly ecosystem 
for global investors.

Welcoming the partici-
pants, Ambassador of India to 
the Republic of Korea, Shri 
Gaurangalal Das, under-
scored the growing economic 
partnership between India 
and South Korea and stressed 
the importance of state-level 
collaboration in further 
strengthening bilateral trade 
and investment. He noted that 
Andhra Pradesh's strengths 
in manufacturing, technolo-
gy, transport, and innovation 
closely align with Korea's 
global capabilities. Ms. Lee 
Min-kyoung, Director 
General, Bureau of Asian and 
Pacific Affairs, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Korea, empha-
sized the need to deepen insti-
tutional and economic coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries. CII Andhra Pradesh 

Chairman and Executive 
Director of Apex Solutions 
Ltd., Shri S. Narendra Kumar, 
said Andhra Pradesh and 
South Korea share strong 
complementarities in 
advanced manufacturing, 
electronics, automobiles, 
clean technologies, smart 
infrastructure, and innova-
tion. He reaffirmed CII 
Andhra Pradesh's commit-
ment to facilitating invest-
ments, policy dialogue, and 
global partnerships. 
Secretary, ITE&C 
Department, Government of 
Andhra Pradesh, Shri 
Bhaskar Katamneni, IAS, 
delivered a detailed presenta-
tion on the state's investment 
opportunities, highlighting its 
industrial infrastructure, dig-
ital ecosystem, electronics 
and IT sectors, logistics net-
work, skilled workforce, and 
future-ready investment envi-
ronment.

The roadshow also served 
as a platform to promote the 
31st CII Partnership Summit 
2026, scheduled to be held in 
Visakhapatnam on November 
12–13, 2026, and invited 
Korean businesses to partici-
pate in the global investment 
summit. The event is expected 
to showcase Andhra Pradesh's 
industrial strengths, invest-
ment potential, and partner-
ship opportunities to interna-
tional investors.

Hyderabad 
TSIT BUREAU: 

Telangana Chief Minister 
A.Revanth Reddy on 
Friday exuded confidence 
that the Congress party 
would return to power 
with a landslide victory in 
the 2029 Assembly elec-
tions, winning 117 of the 
proposed 182 Assembly 
seats and 20 of the 26 Lok 
Sabha seats expected after 
the proposed delimitation 
exercise.

Addressing the 'Rythu 
Aashirwad Sabha' at 
Jagannadhapuram in 
Khammam district after 
releasing Rythu Bharosa 

assistance to farmers and 
distributing e-Pattadar 
Passbooks, the Chief 
Minister coined the slo-
gan, "Aur Ek Baar, 
Congress Sarkar," and 
appealed to party workers 
to ensure Congress forms 
the government for a sec-
ond consecutive term.

He also urged Congress 
leaders and workers to 
strive for victory in 20 
Lok Sabha constituencies 
from Telangana and help 
make Rahul Gandhi the 
next Prime Minister of 
India.

Claiming that the next 
Assembly elections are 
likely to be held in May or 

June 2029, Revanth Reddy 
said he was predicting the 
outcome well in advance 
and asserted that 
Congress would secure a 
decisive mandate. Taking 
an oath in the name of 
Lord Rama of 
Bhadrachalam, he 
described it as the collec-
tive resolve of Congress 
workers in Khammam.

Launching a sharp 
attack on the BRS, the 
Chief Minister dismissed 
recent survey reports pre-
dicting the party's defeat 
as "fake surveys" aimed at 
misleading the public. He 
questioned the credibility 
of conducting election 

surveys years before the 
polls and said similar pro-
paganda had failed in the 
past.

Revanth Reddy alleged 
that the BRS had already 
been rejected by the peo-
ple in the 2023 elections 
and remarked that former 
Chief Minister K. 
Chandrasekhar Rao had 
been confined to his farm-
house after the party's 
defeat. Using a 
Mahabharata analogy, he 
declared that Congress 
would bury the "Kaurava 
family" of the Kalvakuntla 
family in the political 
"Kurukshetra" of the next 
elections.

Congress Will Return to Power in 2029, Win 
117 Assembly Seats CM Revanth Reddy

Auckland's Sky Tower illuminates in Indian tricolour 
to mark PM Modi's historic NZ visit

Auckland, July 10 : The 
iconic Sky Tower in 
Auckland was illuminat-
ed in Indian tricolour on 
Friday as a special ges-
ture to mark Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
visit to New Zealand.
PM Modi arrived in 
Auckland Friday evening, 
local time, for the third and 
final leg of his three-nation 
visit. In a special gesture, 
New Zealand Prime 
Minister Christopher Luxon 
received PM Modi at the air-
port.While sharing a picture 
of the Sky Tower on X, 

Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal stated, "A 
special welcome in 
Auckland! The iconic Sky 
Tower was illuminated to 
mark the visit of PM 
Narendra Modi to New 
Zealand, symbolizing the 
friendship between our two 
countries." This marks the 
first official visit of an 
Indian Prime Minister to 
New Zealand in 40 years. 
PM Modi and Luxon shared 
a warm hug as they greeted 
each other at the airport. 
India's High Commissioner 

to New Zealand, Muanpuii 
Saiawi, and other officials 
were also present at the air-
port to welcome PM Modi.
PM Luxon also shared a 
video of PM Modi's arrival 
in Auckland on X, stating 
"Welcome to New Zealand, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi." Upon arrival in 
New Zealand, PM Modi 
termed his visit to 
Auckland "historic" and 
said that he is looking for-
ward to holding discus-
sions with Luxon on bilat-
eral ties. "Reached 
Auckland a short while 

PM Modi arrives in Auckland, New Zealand 
PM Luxon welcomes him at airport

Auckland (TSIT): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday arrived in 
Auckland for a two-day visit to 
New Zealand for the final leg 
of his three-nation visit, with 
his counterpart, Christopher 
Luxon, in a special gesture, 
receiving him at the airport to 
receive him.

PMs Modi and Luxon 
shared a warm hug as they 
greeted each other. India's 
High Commissioner to New 
Zealand, Muanpuii Saiawi, 
and other officials were pres-
ent at the airport to welcome 
PM Modi.

PM Luxon also shared a 
video of PM Modi's arrival in 
Auckland on X. Posting the 
video on X, Luxon wrote, 
"Welcome to New Zealand, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi."

PM Modi arrived in New 
Zealand after concluding his 
three-day visit to Australia. 
This is the first official visit of 
an Indian Prime Minister to 
New Zealand in 40 years.

During his visit, PM Modi 
will hold discussions with PM 
Luxon and review the entire 
gamut of the bilateral relation-
ship, which has seen signifi-
cant progress in the last two 

years, especially in areas of 
trade and commerce and 
defence, according to the state-
ment released by the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA). PM 
Modi will interact with promi-
nent business and sports per-
sonalities. He will also address 
a large gathering of the Indian 
diaspora in New Zealand.

Earlier in the day, New 
Zealand's Minister for Trade 
and Investment, Todd McClay, 
described PM Modi's visit to 
New Zealand as a very signifi-
cant milestone, saying it 
comes at a transformative 
moment in bilateral ties fol-
lowing the signing of the 

India-New Zealand Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA). In an exclu-
sive interview with IANS, 
McClay expressed the eager-
ness of the people of New 
Zealand to welcome PM Modi.

"It is very significant. It is 
the first visit by an Indian 
Prime Minister to New 
Zealand in 40 years, and it 
comes just a few months after 
we signed our Free Trade 
Agreement. There will be a 
major celebration in our larg-
est city, and New Zealanders 
are looking forward to wel-
coming Prime Minister Modi, 
especially the Indian-New 
Zealand community.

New Delhi: India, Pakistan, 
Nigeria and Ghana togeth-
er host the largest number 
of cities at risk of extreme 
heat, with major tourist 
destinations including 
Jaipur and international 
business hubs in the top 50, 
according to an analysis 
that has ranked 205 of the 
world’s largest cities. More 
than 95 per cent of the most 
at-risk cities are in South 
and Southeast Asia and 
Sub-Saharan Africa.Iraq’s 
city of Al Basrah is the 
world’s most at-risk, fol-
lowed by Ahmedabad in 
Gujarat, the study pub-
lished in the journal 
Sustainable Cities and 
Society says, identifying 
places where people are 
most in danger as the plan-
et continues to warm. 
Fourteen Indian cities that 
featured in the top 50 at-
risk locations included 
Nagpur and Pune in 
Maharashtra, Madurai and 
Chennai in Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka’s Bengaluru 
and Uttar Pradesh’s 
Kanpur and Lucknow. 
Lead author, Nethmi 
Jayaratne Kariyawasam, a 
researcher at the UK’s 
Oxford University, said, “It 
isn’t just exposure to hot 
temperatures that matters 
for risk. Our study high-
lights the importance of 
multi-faceted global heat 
risk assessments.
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Madhira (TSIT): 
Claiming that farmer wel-
fare remains the Congress 
government's foremost 
priority, Deputy Chief 
Minister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka said free 
electricity for farmers is a 
hallmark of the Congress 
and reaffirmed the gov-
ernment's commitment to 
strengthening the agricul-
ture sector. He was 
addressing the Rythu 
Aashirvada Sabha at 
Jagannadhapuram Cross 
Road in Chintakani man-
dal of Madhira constitu-
ency on Friday. 
Agriculture Minister 
Tummala Nageswara Rao 
and Revenue, Housing 
and Information Minister 
Ponguleti Srinivasa 
Reddy also addressed the 
gathering.

Bhatti said the govern-
ment had deposited Rs 
9,000 crore under the 
Rythu Bharosa scheme 
into farmers' accounts 
within just nine days, 
benefiting over 16.81 lakh 
farmers. Agriculture, he 
said, is not merely an 

occupation but an inte-
gral part of Telangana's 
culture and way of life. 
The funds spent on Rythu 
Bharosa, free power and 
other welfare measures 
should be viewed as 

investments in agricul-
ture rather than freebies, 
he added.

Highlighting women's 
empowerment, Bhatti 
said the government had 
increased the interest-free 
loan limit for self-help 
groups to Rs 10 lakh and 
had already extended 
interest-free loans worth 
Rs 67,000 crore. He said 
women were also being 
encouraged to manage 
petrol pumps, canteens 
and power projects as 
part of the government's 
livelihood initiatives. 
Stating that "free power 
has a Congress patent", 
Bhatti said the govern-
ment was spending near-
ly Rs 14,000 crore annual-
ly towards free electricity 
for the farm sector.

Free Power Has a Congress Patent 

Hyderabad TSIT: Telangana 
Roads & Buildings and 
Cinematography Minister 
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy 
participated in the Rythu 
Aashirwad Sabha held at 
Jagannadhapuram in 
Khammam district on Friday.
programme was attended by 
Chief Minister A.Revanth 
Reddy, who released Rythu 
Bharosa financial assistance 

into the bank accounts of farm-
ers and distributed e-Pattadar 
Passbooks to eligible beneficia-
ries.Minister Komatireddy 

Venkat Reddy interacted with 
farmers and reaffirmed the 
State Government's commit-
ment to strengthening the agri-
cultural sector through farm-
er-centric welfare initiatives.
He said the Congress govern-
ment is implementing a series 
of measures aimed at improv-
ing farmers' livelihoods and 
ensuring sustainable agricul-
tural growth.

Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy 
Participates in Rythu Aashirwad Sabha
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Collector directs faster land acquisition for key projects
Mahabubnagar, July 10 

(TSIT): District Collector 
Khushboo Gupta has direct-
ed officials to expedite land 
acquisition for National 
Highway and major irriga-
tion projects to ensure time-
ly completion of develop-
ment works. She reviewed 
the progress during a meet-
ing with officials of the 
National Highways 
Authority of India (NHAI), 
Revenue and Irrigation 
Departments at the 
Collectorate on Friday. 
Officials briefed the 
Collector on the status of 
land acquisition, compensa-
tion payments, mutation 
and road construction 

under the Bharatmala 
National Highway Project. 
While road construction has 
been completed in stretches 
where land acquisition is 
over, the remaining sec-
tions are awaiting comple-
tion of acquisition and relat-
ed formalities.The Collector 
instructed officials to speed 

up pending land acquisition 
in Kodur and Hasnapur vil-
lages of Bhoothpur mandal 
to avoid delays in National 
Highway construction. She 
also reviewed issues relat-
ing to the Inspection 
Bungalow land near the 
highway at Jadcherla. 
Reviewing the Mahatma 

Gandhi Kalwakurthy Lift 
Irrigation Scheme, Ms. 
Gupta directed officials to 
complete legal formalities, 
issue land acquisition 
awards without delay and 
dispose of pending cases at 
the earliest. She asked offi-
cials to review progress 
every two to three days and 
ensure that deadlines are 
met.The Collector also 
instructed officials to 
resolve pending land acqui-
sition issues for the Rajiv 
Bheema, Koilsagar and 
Palamuru–Rangareddy Lift 
Irrigation Scheme projects 
by submitting pending 
reports and proposals to the 
Government promptly.

Hyderabad, TSIT: 
Telangana Irrigation and 
Civil Supplies Minister N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy on 
Friday alleged that the 
structural failures in the 
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation 
Scheme (KLIS) were the 
result of poor construction, 
arbitrary engineering devia-
tions and an alleged nexus 

between contractors and the 
previous BRS government.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at Huzurnagar, the 
Minister referred to BRS 
MLC K.Kavitha's allegation 
that the BRS had received 
Rs.1,400 crore from 
Kaleshwaram contractors, 
saying it exposed the "inside 
story" behind the multi-

crore irrigation project.
Uttam Kumar Reddy 

alleged that the financial 
relationship between the 
BRS and project contractors 
compromised engineering 
standards, construction 
quality and public safety. He 
questioned how quality con-
struction could be expected 
if contractors allegedly paid 
huge sums to the ruling 
party. Minister said the col-
lapse of the Medigadda 
Barrage and the structural 
concerns at Annaram and 
Sundilla were the conse-
quences of poor design, 
weak foundations, substan-
dard construction and inad-
equate supervision during 
the BRS regime. He further 
alleged that two barrages 
were constructed nearly five 

Kavitha's 1,400-Crore Claim Reveals 'Inside Story' of 
Kaleshwaram Minister Uttam Kumar Reddy

Trade Unions Played a Pivotal 
Role in Telangana Statehood 

Movement Recognition 
Committee

Hyderabad, TSIT : 
Telangana Agitators' 
Recognition Committee 
on Friday hailed the role 
of trade unions in the 
Telangana statehood 
movement, describing 
them as the "backbone of 
the agitation" and assur-
ing that genuine move-
ment participants would 
receive due recognition.

The committee, which 
is conducting face-to-
face consultations at the 
Telangana Martyrs' 
M e m o r i a l 
(Amaradeepam), said 
the interaction with 
trade union representa-
tives marked a signifi-
cant phase of the ongo-
ing review process that 
began on July 6. Leaders 
and representatives of 
various trade unions, 
including those from the 
unorganised sector.
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SBI Inaugurates Electric Vehicle 
Charging Station at Visakhapatnam 

Administrative Office

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : In a step 
towards promoting green 
energy and environmental 
sustainability, the State 
Bank of India (SBI) inau-
gurated an Electric 
Vehicle (EV) Charging 

Station at its 
Administrative Office 
p re m i se s  in 
Visakhapatnam on 
Thursday. The charging 
station was inaugurated 
jointly by Shri Prafulla 
Kumar Jena, General 

Manager (Network-I), SBI, 
and Shri Rahul Sankritya, 
Deputy General Manager, 
SBI, Visakhapatnam.
Speaking on the occasion, 
the officials said the initia-
tive reflects SBI's commit-
ment to encouraging the 
adoption of electric vehicles 
and supporting sustainable 
development goals. They 
emphasized that the bank 
will continue to undertake 
eco-friendly initiatives 
aimed at protecting the 
environment. Senior offi-
cials, staff mem bers of the 
SBI Administrative Office, 
and other dignitaries were 
present at the inaugural 
ceremony.

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : Andhra Pradesh State 
Haj Committee Chairman Haji Sheikh 
Hasan Basha flagged off a bus carrying 90 
Umrah pilgrims from Vinchipeta, 
Vijayawada, on Friday. The pilgrims are 
undertaking the sacred journey to 
Makkah under the auspices of 
Mohammediya Haj Umrah Services 
Tours & Travels. On the occasion, special 
prayers were offered for the safety and 
well-being of the pilgrims. Prayers were 
also held for the good health and prosper-
ity of Chief Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu, Deputy Chief Minister Pawan 
Kalyan, and Ministers Nara Lokesh and 
M.N.D. Farooq.Addressing the gathering, 
Haji Sheikh Hasan Basha said that per-
forming the Haj pilgrimage at least once 

in a lifetime is an important religious 
obligation for every Muslim who is able, 
while Umrah can be performed multiple 
times. He described the opportunity to 
visit the holy cities of Makkah and 
Madinah as a great blessing cherished by 
Muslims around the world. He further 
stated that the Andhra Pradesh 
Government provides a subsidy of Rs.1 
lakh to eligible Haj pilgrims travelling 
from Vijayawada. He also assured that 
the coalition government stands firmly 
with every Muslim family in the state. 
Travel organizers, Muslim religious lead-
ers, and members of the Muslim commu-
nity participated in the flag-off ceremony 
and extended their best wishes to the 
Umrah pilgrims for a safe and spiritually 
fulfilling journey.

Andhra Pradesh Haj Committee Chairman 
Flags Off Umrah Pilgrimage

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : Andhra Pradesh 
State Chief Information 
Commissioner Sajja Srinivasa Rao 
has warned that negligence in imple-
menting the provisions of the Right 
to Information (RTI) Act will not be 
tolerated and that strict action will 
be taken against officials violating 
the law.
Conducting surprise inspections at 
several government offices in 
Gollapudi, Vijayawada Rural, on 
Friday, the Chief Information 
Commissioner reviewed the imple-
mentation of Section 4(1)(b) of the 
RTI Act, which mandates proactive 
disclosure of information by public 
authorities. He visited the offices of 
the Endowments Department 
Commissioner, Gollapudi Gram 
Panchayat, the Directorate of 
Prosecutions, and the Andhra 
Pradesh Public Service Commission 

(APPSC) on Bandar Road. During 
the inspections, he examined RTI 
registers, records, and the systems 
in place for providing information to 
citizens, besides issuing necessary 
directions to the officials concerned.
Addressing the media, Sajja 
Srinivasa Rao said the inspections 
were undertaken to assess the effec-
tive implementation of the RTI Act 
in government offices. He noted that 
the State Information Commission 
has been receiving a large number 
of complaints alleging poor imple-
mentation of RTI provisions across 
various departments. Among the 
common deficiencies identified 
were the absence of display boards 
containing the details of Public 
Information Officers (PIOs) and 
First Appellate Authorities, as well 
as the failure to display job charts 
and citizen charters as mandated 
under the Act.

No Leniency in RTI Implementation Lapses; 
Strict Action Against Violators: State Chief 

Information Commissioner

India Emerging as a Global Leader in Medical 
Education: Dr. Ved Prakash Mishra

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) 
India is rapidly transforming 
its medical education system 
to meet global standards, said 
Dr. Ved Prakash Mishra, 
Chairman of the National Task 
Force, Academy of Medical 
Evaluators and Interpreters. 
He was addressing a seminar 
held at GITAM Deemed to be 
University on Friday (July 10, 
2026).

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr. Mishra said that the 
Institution of Eminence policy 
introduced in 2017 has provid-
ed greater autonomy to both 
public and private medical 
institutions, enabling them to 
adopt international best prac-
tices and strengthen academic 
excellence. He noted that the 
recognition granted by the 
World Federation for Medical 
Education (WFME) to India's 
National Medical Commission 

(NMC) on September 20, 2023, 
has significantly enhanced the 
global credibility of Indian 
medical education. He stated 
that nearly 719 medical colleg-
es in India are now globally 
recognized, making the coun-
try home to more medical col-
leges than any English-
speaking developed nation. Dr. 
Mishra projected that by 2035, 
one out of every three doctors 
required worldwide is expect-
ed to come from India, with the 
country contributing nearly 
one-third of the global medical 
workforce.Emphasizing that 

quality is as important as 
expansion, he said India has 
trained nearly 80,000 medical 
teachers since 2009, describing 
it as a landmark achievement. 
He stressed the need for con-
tinuous faculty development 
through Academic Staff 
Colleges to further improve the 
quality of medical education. 
He also called for additional 
legislative and policy reforms 
to strengthen institutional 
autonomy and help Indian 
medical education achieve 
higher international stan-
dards. 

 Visakhapatnam : Andhra 
Pradesh Cinematography 
Minister Kandula Durgesh 
on Friday unveiled the 
first look and trailer of the 
upcoming OTT film 
Grahanthara Premikudu 
at the State Secretariat in 
Velagapudi. Speaking on 
the occasion, the Minister 
described the film as a 
unique cinematic experi-
ment that explores the mysteries 
of the universe and the possibili-
ty of extraterrestrial life. He 
appreciated the filmmakers for 
presenting an innovative con-

cept and assured the State 
Government's support for direc-
tors bringing fresh content and 
choosing Andhra Pradesh for 
filmmaking.Director Style Ravi 
said the film is based on scientif-

ic research related to Earth's 
transit zone and has been 
produced using Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), advanced 
visual effects, and high-end 
computer graphics to offer a 
world-class viewing experi-
ence. The film is expected to 
premiere directly on an OTT 
platform soon. The film fea-
tures Bhavani Kapoor, 
Ramya Rathod, Samudrala 

Sridhar Sharma, Ramesh 
Varma, Varanasi Patrudu, 
Yashwanth Chandra, Mallepadu 
Ramesh, and Saidulu in promi-
nent roles.

Minister Kandula Durgesh Unveils First 
Look of Grahanthara Premikudu

Hospitality Sector Seeks Restoration of GST Input Tax 
Credit; AP Tourism Minister Assures Support

 The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : Andhra Pradesh 
Minister for Tourism, Culture and 
Cinematography Kandula 
Durgesh has assured that the con-
cerns of the hospitality sector will 
be taken up with the Central 
Government. The assurance came 
during a meeting with a delega-
tion from the Andhra Pradesh 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry Federation (AP 
Chambers) and the Andhra 
Pradesh Star Hotels Association 
(ASHA) at the Minister's camp 
office in Vijayawada on Friday. 
The delegation submitted a memo-
randum seeking key GST reforms 
for the hospitality industry. They 
urged the Minister to recommend 
to the Centre a reduction in the 
GST on commercial LPG cylin-
ders from the existing 18% to 5%. 
They pointed out that hotels and 
restaurants using commercial 
LPG incur significantly higher 
operating costs than establish-
ments using piped natural gas 
(PNG), creating an uneven busi-
ness environment.

The representatives also strong-
ly appealed for the restoration of 

the GST Input Tax Credit (ITC) for 
the hospitality sector. They 
explained that the withdrawal of 
ITC has substantially increased 
both operational and capital 
expenditure for hotels and restau-
rants. Coupled with nearly a 20% 
increase in rental costs, the sector 
is facing severe financial pressure 
despite operating on thin profit 

margins. Responding positively, 
Minister Kandula Durgesh said 
the State Government would 
examine the proposals and for-
ward suitable recommendations 
to the Central Government for con-
sideration.The delegation also 
thanked the Minister for extending 
full support to the "Andhra Pradesh 
Travel Agents Meet / Inbound 

Tourism Conclave", scheduled to 
be held on July 14 at Berm Park 
Haritha Resort, Bhavanipuram, 
Vijayawada. The conclave is being 
jointly organized by the Tours and 
Travels Association of Andhra 
Pradesh (TTAA), Andhra Pradesh 
Star Hotels Association (ASHA), 
Andhra Pradesh Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry 
Federation, and the Association of 
North Andhra Domestic & Inbound 
Tourism, under the aegis of the 
Andhra Pradesh Tourism 
Department. The organisers said 
the conclave would serve as an 
important platform to strengthen 
coordination between the govern-
ment and tourism stakeholders 
while promoting inbound tourism 
and enhancing Andhra Pradesh's 
position as a preferred travel des-
tination. Those present at the 
meeting included AP Chambers 
Advisor Lakshminarayana, 
President P. Bhaskara Rao, ASHA 
President R.V. Swamy, General 
Secretary S. Murthy Chittoori, 
Joint Secretary M.V. Pawan 
Karthik, AP Chambers members, 
and Tourism Committee member 
Kalyani Kakani.

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam. : The 

Andhra Pradesh Cabinet, 
chaired by Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu, on 
Friday approved a series of 
significant policy decisions 
aimed at strengthening gov-
ernance, promoting invest-
ments, enhancing infrastruc-
ture, and safeguarding public 
interests. The decisions taken 
at the 52nd Cabinet meeting 
were announced by Minister 
for Information & Public 
Relations, Housing, and I&PR 
Kolusu Parthasarathy.

A major focus of the 
Cabinet meeting was the 
growing misuse of social 
media. The Minister said the 
government has resolved to 
take stringent legal action 
against the spread of fake 
news, character assassina-
tion, obscene content, cyber 
harassment, and hate cam-
paigns. To curb such activi-
ties, the Cabinet approved the 
establishment of a State 
Social Media Response Cell 

and a Special State Task 
Force. Advanced digital 
forensic technologies will be 
deployed to identify offend-
ers, while police officers will 
receive specialized training 
in cybercrime investigation. 
The government also plans to 
appoint Special Public 
Prosecutors for handling 
social media-related cases 
and will examine legal frame-
works adopted by other states 
and countries to strengthen 
enforcement. The Minister 
reiterated that while the gov-
ernment fully respects free-
dom of expression, it will not 
tolerate its misuse to spread 
misinformation, defame indi-
viduals, insult women, or dis-
turb social harmony. The 
Cabinet also approved sever-
al tourism and hospitality 
initiatives, including amend-
ments to the Andhra Pradesh 
Tourism Policy 2024–29 to 
facilitate concerts and enter-
tainment events. It cleared 
investment proposals for 
hotel projects in Nellore, 

Kadapa, and Vijayawada, as 
well as an integrated amuse-
ment park in Kadapa.

In the education sector, the 
Cabinet approved the estab-
lishment of three Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar Centres of 
E x c e l l e n c e  a t 
Visakhapatnam, Guntur, and 
Nellore under the Andhra 
Pradesh Social Welfare 
Residential Educational 
Institutions Society 
(APSWREIS). These centres 
will provide intensive resi-
dential coaching for IIT-JEE 
and NEET aspirants from 
Social Welfare Residential 
Schools. To strengthen the 
agricultural sector, the 
Cabinet approved a govern-
ment-backed working capital 
loan of Rs.1,800 crore for AP 
MARKFED through the 
National Cooperative 
Development Corporation 
(NCDC). The funds will sup-
port paddy procurement, 
public distribution opera-
tions, and seed procurement 
for farmers. 

Andhra Pradesh Cabinet Approves Key Decisions on 
Social Media Regulation, Investments and Welfare

V. Ramanjaneyulu 
Promoted as Deputy 

Director in I&PR 
Department

The South India Times, 
Visakhapatnam : Shri V. Ramanjaneyulu, 
who has been serving as Assistant Director 
in the Andhra Pradesh Information and 
Public Relations (I&PR) Department, has 
been promoted as Deputy Director. Following 
his promotion, he has been posted as Deputy 
Director in the Office of the Commissioner of 
Information and Public Relations and will 
continue to serve in the Publicity Cell at the 
State Secretariat. Ramanjaneyulu holds 
Master's degrees in Geography and 

Journalism & Mass 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
from Andhra 
U n i v e r s i t y , 
Visakhapatnam. He 
joined the 
Information and 
Public Relations 
Department in 1996 
as an Assistant 
Public Relations 

Officer (APRO) through the Group-II 
Services. During his career, he served as 
APRO, Divisional Public Relations Officer, 
and District Public Relations Officer in 
Kakinada for nearly 19 years.

Following the bifurcation of Andhra 
Pradesh in 2016, he was transferred to the 
Office of the Commissioner of I&PR in 
Vijayawada and also served in the Office of 
the Chief Minister for a brief period. Over 
the past decade, he has been working in the 
State Secretariat's Publicity Cell and has 
rendered services under 11 Chief Secretaries 
of the Government. Expressing his grati-
tude, Shri Ramanjaneyulu thanked Andhra 
Pradesh Minister for Information and Public 
Relations, Shri Kolusu Parthasarathy, and 
Director of Information and Public Relations, 
Shri K.S. Viswanath, for entrusting him 
with the new responsibility.

Hanumakonda, July 10 
(TSIT): District Collector 
Chahat Bajpai has directed 
officials to expedite the 
implementation of the 
Samagra Shiksha and PM 
POSHAN schemes and 

ensure that all financial and 
physical progress is upload-
ed on the PM PRAGATI (Pro-
Active Governance and 
Timely Implementation) por-
tal within the prescribed 
deadline. Reviewing the 

implementation of the two 
flagship programmes with 
District Educational Officer 
L.V. Giriraju Goud and 
Samagra Shiksha officials at 
the Collectorate on Friday, 
the District Collector 
stressed the need for timely 
and accurate updating of 
progress on the portal. The 
Collector instructed officials 
to identify bottlenecks affect-
ing the implementation of 
various components of the 
schemes and prepare 
advance action plans to 
address them. 

Collector directs officials to expedite Samagra 
Shiksha, PM POSHAN   implementation 

YSRCP demands extension in Andhra 
SIR deadline by a month

Amaravati, July 10 : YSR 
Congress Party has demanded 
that Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls in Andhra 
Pradesh be extended by one 
month.

The main opposition party 
cited glitches in the SIR to 
demand its extension by one 
month. It also alleged that the 
coalition government is mount-
ing pressure on officials and col-
lecting data in advance.

YSRCP MLC Lella Appi 
Reddy told media persons on 
Friday that the leaders of Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) are forcing 
the officials to first upload the 
data in the MyTDP app before 
sending it to the Election 
Commission office, and every 
effort is being put to heckle 
democracy, making the Election 

Commission redundant in the 
State.He claimed that elected 
representatives, ministers and 
even personal assistants of the 
ruling party leaders are threat-
ening Booth Level Officials 
(BLOs) to first upload the data in 
their party app before sending it 
to the Election Office, and when 
a BLO went to lodge a complaint 
at a police station, it was not 
accepted, and there was pres-
sure not to go ahead with the 
complaint.

“We have complained to the 
Election Commission on the 
irregularities and will again 
give a representation besides 
exploring legal options as well,” 
he said. The YSRCP leader said 
that the enumeration process 
has many irregularities which 
came to light at Atmakur, 

Tamballapalle and other places, 
and the official statement boast-
ing of figures stands no ground.

“As our leader YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy had pointed out, 
every eligible voter should be 
given the opportunity to exer-
cise the franchise, and as the 
process has been going on at a 
slow pace and the work at the 
ground level is not complete, we 
demand that the process be 
extended by one more month,” 
said Lella Appi Reddy. YSRCP 
MLC also demanded that the 
Election Commission use its dis-
cretionary powers and check 
the irregularities. TDP and 
Chief Minister Chandrababu 
Naidu have been trying to use 
every opportunity for political 
gain even at the cost of demo-
cratic values, he said.
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PM and the Prime Minister of Australia, Mr. Anthony Albanese visit the Cricket Gallery at 
Melbourne Cricket Ground, in Australia

Wayanad landslide: one more 
body recovered; toll rises to 7, 

one person still missing

WAYANAD: One more body was 
recovered from the Wayanad landslide 
site on Friday, taking the total number 
of persons killed in the disaster to seven, 
district officials said.

No new Ayyappa Sangamam, Lord 
Ayyappa needs no publicity: TDB chief 
The two persons missing till now were 
Rakesh Guchait, a surveyor from West 
Bengal, and Vikram Rana, a construc-
tion manager from Himachal Pradesh, 
and it is yet to be identified whose body 
was recovered from near the river, the 
officials said.

The South India Times 
// Nagarkurnool

Police have cracked a 
house burglary case 
reported at Gorita village 
under Timmajipet Police 
Station limits in 

Nagarkurnool district, 
arresting three members 
of an inter-state burglary 
gang and recovering 19 
tolas of gold ornaments 
and 20 tolas of silver arti-
cles from their possession. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Thursday, DSP 
Burri Srinivas, along with 
CI Ashok Reddy and SIs  
Ramesh, Govardhan, and 
Srinivasa Rao, said the 
accused had been involved 
in a series of burglaries 
across Telangana since 
2016. They are reportedly 
involved in 20 to 25 bur-
glary cases registered in 
different parts of the state. 
Police said the gang specif-
ically targeted locked 
houses during daytime. 
While one accused entered 
the house to commit the 
burglary, the other two 
kept watch outside to facil-
itate the crime.

Inter-State Burglary Gang Busted; 
Three Arrested, Gold and Silver 

Ornaments Recovered

Sexual Harassment 
Allegations Against 
Kollapur PG College 

Principal; Suspended by 
Palamuru University

The South India Times // 
Nagarkurnool : Following wide-
spread concern over allegations 
that the principal of Kollapur PG 
College, Mark Polonius, sexually 
harassed a student who had come 
to obtain a Transfer Certificate 
(TC), Palamuru University author-
ities have issued orders suspend-
ing the principal.

University officials said the deci-
sion was taken based on the stu-
dent’s complaint, reports received 
regarding the incident, and pre-
liminary details available.

Police are currently investigat-
ing the matter. The university 
authorities stated that further 
administrative action would be 
taken as per rules after the comple-
tion of the investigation and after 
the facts come to light.

Palamuru University has 
assured that the safety and securi-
ty of students remain its top prior-
ity and that necessary measures 
will be taken to prevent such inci-
dents from recurring.

J o g u l a m b a 
Gadwal:Superintendent of 
Police T. Srinivasa Rao, IPS, 
has called on police officers 
to make effective use of 
advanced technological sys-
tems to strengthen cyber-

crime prevention and 
ensure speedy resolution of 
cyber fraud cases.

Addressing a special 
training programme at the 
District Police Office on 
Thursday, the SP said the 

session focused on the 
Grievance Redressal 
Module (GRM) and the 
Money Restoration Module 
(MRM) developed under the 
Cyber Crime Coordination 
Centre (I4C). The training 
was attended by Cyber 
Warriors and D-4C person-
nel from police stations 
across the district.

The SP said cybercrime 
is evolving rapidly, making 
it essential for law enforce-
ment agencies to adopt 
technology-driven investi-
gation and response mech-
anisms. 

SP urges tech-driven policing to combat cybercrime

 Wanaparthy(TSIT):Acting on orders from the 
wanaparthy District SP, the police conducted a 
special inspection drive targeting vehicles with-
out number plates in the Pebbair municipal 
area. Officers inspected vehicles in front of the 
local police station and at Subhash Crossroads, 
identifying over 70 vehicles operating without 
number plates and moving them to the police 
station.Subsequently, the police educated the 
vehicle owners about road safety and the regula-
tions of the Motor Vehicles Act. The vehicles 
were released only after new number plates 
were installed in compliance with the rules and 
their importance was explained. Police stated 
that fines amounting to Rs.50,000 were imposed 
on motorists for various rule violations during 
this special drive. 

Pebbair Police Conduct Special Drive Against 
Vehicles Without Number Plates

Jogulamba Gadwal: 
Superintendent of 
Police T. Srinivasa 
Rao, IPS, conducted 
the annual inspection 
of Itikyala Police 
Station on Friday and 
directed officers to 
strengthen communi-
ty policing, improve 
the quality of investi-
gations, maintain 
close surveillance on 
rowdy sheeters and 

suspects, and intensi-
fy road safety mea-
sures along National 
Highway-44.

SP calls for community policing, quality investigations

Mahabubnagar, July 10 
(TSIT) Mahabubnagar 
District Collector Khushboo 
Gupta participated in a 
video conference review 
meeting conducted by the 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI) on Friday to 
assess the progress of the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls.The 
review was chaired by 
Senior Deputy Election 
Commissioner Pawan 
Kumar Sharma from New 
Delhi, while Telangana 
Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO) C. Sudarshan Reddy 
joined from Hyderabad. The 
officials reviewed the prog-
ress of the SIR exercise dis-
trict-wise with Collectors 
from across Telangana.

Speed Up SIR 
Process, Complete 
Targets Within 
Deadline
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- Dr. Satyavan Saurabh

India's cities are rapidly trans-
forming. Wide roads, elevated
flyovers, expressways, metro
networks, and smart city proj-
ects are being hailed as sym-
bols of modern development.
But amidst this dazzling
growth, a fundamental ques-
tion has consistently been neg-
lected—are our cities built for
humans or solely for vehicles?
Does a citizen truly have the
right to walk safely, respectful-
ly, and comfortably? The 'Right
to Walk' is not just a trans-
portation issue, but a serious
question of spatial justice,
social equality, and human dig-
nity in modern urban land-
scapes. Equal access to public
spaces should be a fundamen-
tal right of every citizen in any
democratic society. If a person
cannot walk safely on the
street, it is not just a traffic
problem but a sign of a limita-
tion of their civil rights.
Millions of people in India still
travel a significant portion of
their daily journeys on foot.
Schoolchildren, the elderly,
women, the disabled, laborers,
small shopkeepers, and most
people who use public trans-
port all walk at some stage or
another. Despite this, pedestri-
ans are given the lowest priori-
ty in our urban planning.
Footpaths either exist, are
encroached upon, or are in
such poor condition that peo-
ple are forced to walk on the
road. As a result, pedestrians
account for a significant por-
tion of road accidents.
Ironically, those without pri-
vate vehicles are the ones who
face the greatest risks. Wider
roads are built for those who
own cars; those without vehi-
cles are denied even safe side-
walks. This inequality is not
just an example of economic
injustice, but also of spatial
injustice. Spatial justice means
that all citizens have equal

access to a city's public
resources, spaces, and ameni-
ties. If a city's public space is
devoted to vehicles, and there
are insufficient facilities for
pedestrians, cyclists, and peo-
ple with disabilities, this
reflects an unequal distribu-
tion of public space. Most roads
in Indian cities have been
developed with a vehicle-cen-
tric mindset. The primary
objective of traffic manage-
ment is considered to be
increasing vehicle speeds,
whereas the true purpose of a
road should be to safely trans-
port people from one place to
another. This is why sidewalks
end abruptly, electricity poles,
transformers, or carts are
found standing in the way, and
parking lots occupy entire
spaces. Safe pedestrian paths
for women are not just a matter
of convenience, but of freedom.
If a woman has to navigate a
dark, deserted, or broken road
in the evening, her mobility is
limited. Similarly, high side-
walks, crossings without
ramps, and high-speed traffic
pose serious obstacles for the
elderly. People with disabili-
ties are often unable to use pub-
lic spaces at all. This is why the
United Nations' Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
place special emphasis on
inclusive, safe, and accessible
cities. Cities will be inclusive
when every citizen—regard-
less of income, age, gender, or
physical ability—can use pub-
lic spaces with equal respect. A
major irony in urban develop-
ment today is that progress is
often evaluated based on how
fast vehicles can travel on the
roads. When the true measure
of a developed city should be
how safe, comfortable, and
easy it is to walk there. Many
countries around the world
have adopted the concept of the
"walkable city" over the years.
They have realized that exces-
sive vehicle dependence

increases pollution, energy
scarcity, mental stress, road
accidents, and social isolation.
In contrast, walkable cities
strengthen health, the environ-
ment, the local economy, and
social interaction. When peo-
ple walk, they shop more at
local markets, small business-
es benefit, community ties
strengthen, and cities become
more vibrant. Walking is also
highly beneficial for public
health. Regular walking
reduces the risk of many
lifestyle diseases, such as obesi-
ty, diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, and heart disease. If cities
encourage people to walk, pub-
lic spending on health could
also be reduced. The "Right to
Walk" is also crucial from an
environmental perspective.
Most of India's major cities face
serious problems of air pollu-
tion, carbon emissions, and
traffic congestion. If people
start walking even short dis-
tances, it will reduce fuel con-
sumption, decrease pollution,
and help address the challenge
of climate change. The concept
of a smart city shouldn't be lim-
ited to digital technology or
surveillance systems. A truly
smart city is one where chil-
dren can safely go to school, the
elderly can access parks with-
out fear, women can walk con-
fidently even at night, and peo-
ple with disabilities can use
public spaces without obsta-
cles. The challenge of road
safety in India is also deeply
linked to the "right to walk."
Speeding, illegal parking,
encroachment, chaotic traffic,
and a lack of pedestrian cross-
ings claim thousands of lives
each year. Many accidents
occur simply because people
lack safe access to cross the
road. It's often seen in cities
that footbridges and subways
are built, but their usability,
distance, and accessibility are
not adequately addressed.
Often, the elderly, women, or

the disabled are unable to use
them, forcing them to cross
the road. Therefore, simply
building a structure is not
enough; it's essential to make
it human-centric. The right to
walk is also linked to social
justice. Economically weaker
sections of society rely more
heavily on public transport
and walking. If cities are not
safe for pedestrians, these sec-
tions will suffer the most. On
the other hand, those who own
private vehicles will enjoy rel-
atively safe and convenient
travel. Thus, urban infrastruc-
ture inadvertently deepens
social inequalities. The need
today is to consider pedestri-
ans as the primary users
when planning roads.
Sidewalks should be wide
enough, level, barrier-free,
and continuous. Safe zebra
crossings, traffic signals,
ramps, tactile paths, and dis-
abled-friendly facilities should
be mandated at every major
intersection. Effective control
of illegal roadside parking and
encroachment is equally
important. Urban local bodies
should develop a system such
as a Pedestrian Impact
Assessment (PIA) with every
road project to ensure that
new roads are built for citi-
zens, not just vehicles. The
concept of "Complete Streets"
needs to be widely adopted in
urban planning, ensuring bal-
anced space for pedestrians,
cyclists, public transport, and
motor vehicles. Special "pedes-
trian safety zones" should be
developed around schools,
markets, hospitals, and public
institutions, where vehicle
speeds are limited and pedes-
trians are given priority. Even
small steps like safer school
routes for children, better
lighting for women, and com-
fortable seating for the elderly
can make cities more humane.
Furthermore, changes in citi-
zens' behavior are essential. 

Right to walk in cities or a struggle?

Every morning, millions of
parents do something
extraordinary without ever
thinking about it. They let go.
They watch a little hand dis-
appear through a school gate,
wave goodbye, and trust that,
a few hours later, that same
child will come running back
into their arms. It is perhaps
the greatest act of faith a par-
ent makes every single day.
Faith that the adults we leave
our children with will protect
them as fiercely as we would.
Faith that if our child is
scared, someone will notice. If
our child is hurting, someone
will step in. If our child reach-
es out for help, someone will
respond. It is a trust so funda-
mental that we rarely stop to
question it. Until a story like
Amaira's forces us to. Nine-
year-old Amaira left for
school, like she had on count-
less other mornings.
According to her parents, she
was excited, cheerful and
looking forward to her day.
The CCTV footage, they say,
shows her greeting a friend
with open arms, enjoying her
dance class, laughing, and
enjoying the snack she had
carried from home. There
was nothing to suggest that
this ordinary school day
would become every parent's
worst nightmare. During my
interview with Amaira's par-
ents, Vijay and Shivani, they
spoke not only about their
unimaginable loss but about
the newly accessed CCTV
footage that they believe rais-
es deeply disturbing ques-
tions. According to them, the
footage shows Amaira
approaching her class
teacher five times. Five times.
Not once. Not twice. Five sep-
arate moments when, they
believe, their daughter was

trying to communicate that
something was wrong. They
allege she was being bullied
in the classroom. They say
she displayed visible signs of
distress. They allege no one
intervened, no one followed
her when she walked out
alone, and that precious min-
utes were lost before anyone
acknowledged that a child
from the class was missing.
The parents also claimed that
when they rushed to the hos-
pital after receiving a call
from the school, doctors told
them Amaira had been
brought in, left on a stretcher,
and that the school staff who
accompanied her had left the
hospital before they arrived.
If true, it raises deeply trou-
bling questions about the
school's response in the
immediate aftermath of the
tragedy. These are serious
allegations. The investigation
and the courts will determine
legal accountability. But
some questions go beyond the
courtroom. How many signs
of distress should a child have
to display before an adult
notices? How many cries for

help can go unheard inside a
classroom? How does a child
walk out alone, unseen,
unheard and unprotected? As
a journalist, I have spent
years asking difficult ques-
tions. It is my job to hold insti-
tutions to account and to
ensure that uncomfortable
conversations are not avoid-
ed simply because they are
painful. But there are stories
that refuse to remain just sto-
ries. As Shivani described
watching her daughter in
those final moments on
CCTV, I stopped seeing just
another news report. I saw a
little girl.

A child who trusted the
adults around her. A child
who believed that if she went
to her teacher, she would be
heard. That, more than any-
thing else, has stayed with
me. Amaira's parents told me
this fight is no longer only
about their daughter. They
want parents to ask difficult
questions at every parent-
teacher meeting. They want
schools to take bullying seri-
ously. They want accountabil-
ity. Above all, they want

another family to be spared
the grief they now live with
every single day. I hope their
voices are heard. Because this
story is not just about one
family. It is about every fami-
ly that entrusts a school with
the most precious part of
their lives. It is about whether
our schools are equipped not
only to educate children, but
to protect them. When the
interview ended, I moved on
to the next segment, as televi-
sion demands we do. But this
conversation did not end
when the cameras stopped
rolling. It followed me home.
Because I wasn't listening
only as a journalist, but as a
mother, too. And I kept think-
ing about that moment every
parent knows so well. The one
where you watch your child
disappear through the school
gate, believing they will come
home. For Vijay and Shivani,
that ordinary goodbye
became their last. Tomorrow
morning, millions of parents
will once again watch their
children disappear through a
school gate, believing they
will come home safely.

THE DAILY GOODBYE EVERY
PARENT TAKES FOR GRANTED

Can your strength become your weakness?
That is the profound philosophical question that one must
ask in the wake of recent setbacks suffered by MK Stalin-led
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) in an increasingly bit-
ter confrontation with actor-turned-chief minister C Joseph
Vijay's Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), whose upset vic-
tory in Tamil Nadu's assembly elections this year is causing
significant political changes in the state.
The election defeat was in itself quite a surprise for many
political observers, but what happened after that has
thrown up more surprises that need to be looked at.
An implosion in the ranks of DMK's main rival of the past,
the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK) led by Edapadi Palanisamy (EPS) and many of
its leaders joining the TVK, has not been much of a sur-
prise. I had predicted this for NDTV even before the elec-
tion results were out.
But the shakeup in DMK's own coalition ranks with old
allies either leaving or fuming is something substantially
new. That is worth pondering over. Over the past months,
after Rahul Gandhi's Indian National Congress broke off to
join Vijay's minority coalition before more parties and legis-
lators strengthened the TVK, the Dalit-oriented VCK
(Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi), the Communist Party of
India (CPI), and the Vaiko-led MDMK (Marumalarchi
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam) have left the DMK-led
Secular Progressive Alliance. VCK is now a firm part of
Vijay's government. It turns out that DMK has chosen to
view its electoral defeat not with the stoic introspection that
it deserved. Instead, Stalin and Company, led by his son,
heir apparent, current state opposition leader Udhayanidhi
Stalin, have chosen to walk the tough path in shaming
allies-turned-adversaries. There is apparently a clear dose
of overconfidence - the kind you normally see in victory, not
in defeat. This hubris may well turn out to be a problem for
the DMK in the coming days. A sign of it was evident this
week as the Supreme Court slammed the DMK for trying to
stop Vijay from visiting Karur, where an ugly stampede at
TVK's pre-election rally last September led to 41 deaths.
While the ostensible reason for the plea before the top court
was to prevent the Chief Minister and his aides from influ-
encing witnesses in the stampede case, the court's words -
though not a verdict - showed that the DMK was out to
politicise everything since the TVK's victory.
The DMK is perhaps India's strongest party in terms of
organisation after Prime Minister Narendra Modi's BJP. It
has a firm ideology, committed cadres, and no dearth of
resources to fight elections. It also has a creditable track
record in administration on both economic growth and wel-
fare handouts. Yet, as I argued, in a post-election analysis
for NDTV, Tamil Nadu now has a fast-expanding Gen Z
wishlist. I would have expected the DMK to bide its time
and wait for mistakes by the TVK government to get going
on a bounce-back route. But what we have seen is the DMK
targeting its erstwhile allies while insisting that they are
leaving because of horse-trading and the lure of posts. That
could be true, but only in a partial sense. More importantly,
it closes doors that perhaps needed to be kept open.
"Some people became ministers by receiving our votes
through our alliance. They are staying silent because they
fear that their 'sofa' will be pulled away...," 

On July 9, President Donald
Trump removed the remaining
leadership of the US Election
Assistance Commission, the
bipartisan federal agency that
supports the administration of
American elections. The two
Democratic commissioners
learned of their dismissal through
an email from the White House
Presidential Personnel Office; the
sole Republican commissioner
resigned. With less than four
months before the November
midterm elections, the commis-
sion was left without commission-
ers. Two days earlier, the Justice
Department had warned election
officials in all 50 states and
Washington, DC, that they could
face criminal prosecution if they
knowingly retained non-citizens
on voter rolls or facilitated their
voting. The administration has
also begun using federal funding
to pressure states to change elec-
tion practices, while continuing
its attempts to obtain state voter
data. These actions form part of a
four-pronged strategy. The first
seeks to shape who can vote,
through citizenship require-
ments, access to voter rolls, and
pressure on registration officials.
The second seeks to shape how
votes are cast and counted,
through interventions in mail
voting, voting machines, and elec-
tion administration. The third
seeks to shape how votes translate
into political power, most visibly
through mid-decade redistricting.
The fourth creates the institution-
al and political conditions for con-
testing an adverse result. In 2020,
Trump tried to reverse the elec-
tion after Americans had voted.
In 2026, the effort has moved to
precede the contest. His adminis-
tration is acting before the elec-
tion to shape its rules, institu-
tions, and administrative envi-
ronment, while preparing the
ground from which an
unfavourable result can later be
challenged. Deciding Who Gets to
Vote The campaign began soon
after Trump returned to office. On
March 25, 2025, he signed an exec-
utive order titled "Preserving and

Protecting the Integrity of
American Elections". Among
other measures, it sought docu-
mentary proof of citizenship for
the federal voter-registration
form, changes affecting mail bal-
lots received after election day,
and greater federal access to state
voter information. Federal judges
struck down key provisions, and
the administration shifted to
other instruments. The Justice
Department sought non-public
voter-registration data from
states and went to court when
some refused, arguing that the
data was required to identify non-
citizens and other ineligible vot-
ers. Several courts rejected its
demands. The campaign then
became more coercive. On July 7,
2026, Harmeet Dhillon, head of the
Justice Department's Civil Rights
Division, wrote to election
authorities in every state and the
District of Columbia, warning
officials of possible criminal lia-
bility if they knowingly retained
non-citizens on voter rolls or facil-
itated their voting. Non-citizen
voting in federal elections is
already illegal. The significance
of the letters lies in the pressure
they place on those maintaining

voter databases. Voter rolls con-
tain millions of records and
require continuous updating for
deaths, migration and duplicate
registrations. Officials facing the
possibility of federal investiga-
tion have an incentive to remove
doubtful registrations rather than
retain them pending verification.
The effort to acquire state voter
data matters for a related reason.
The United States has no single
national electoral roll controlled
by Washington. Compiling and
analysing state-level data would
give the federal executive a new
capacity to identify and challenge
voter categories. The database
matching produces errors due to
common names, outdated
records, and changes in citizen-
ship status. The issue is not
whether ineligible people should
vote. It is who identifies them,
using what information, under
whose authority, and with what
protection for eligible citizens
wrongly flagged. Changing How
Votes Are Cast and Counted Mail
voting has been Trump's earliest
target. His March 2025 executive
order attempted to change rules
affecting ballots arriving after
election day. Courts held that the

president could not unilaterally
rewrite rules belonging to
Congress and the states, but pres-
sure for changes in mail-voting
procedures has continued. In a
close election, such rules matter.
A change in the deadline by
which mailed ballots must arrive
can determine whether thousands
of otherwise valid votes are count-
ed. Repeated attacks on mail vot-
ing also have a political effect: if
late-counted postal ballots erase
an apparent election-night lead,
the argument that these votes are
suspicious has already been
established. Voting technology
has also come under pressure. In
May 2026, Reuters reported that
Trump election adviser Kurt
Olsen had explored using nation-
al security powers against voting
systems used in more than half
the states. The administration has
separately pressed states towards
hand-marked paper ballots.
Further, in July, it attached con-
ditions to certain federal antiter-
rorism grants requiring citizen-
ship verification and movement
towards particular ballot sys-
tems. There are legitimate argu-
ments for auditable paper ballots
and stronger election security.

The problem is the timing and the
concentration of political pres-
sure. Election machinery must be
purchased, tested and certified,
and election workers trained;
major changes months before vot-
ing create administrative disrup-
tion. This context makes the July
9 removal of the EAC leadership
particularly significant. The com-
mission accredits the laboratories
that test voting systems, certifies
voting equipment and maintains
the national mail voter-registra-
tion form. The administration is
demanding changes to the elec-
tion machinery while emptying
the leadership of the institution
responsible for its technical infra-
structure. Changing How Votes
Become Seats In 2025, Trump per-
sonally pressed Texas
Republicans to redraw congres-
sional districts in the middle of
the decade, rather than wait for
the normal post-census cycle. The
political objective was explicit: to
create as many as five additional
Republican seats in the House of
Representatives. Partisan gerry-
mandering is neither new nor
exclusively Republican. What
made the Texas initiative signifi-
cant was direct presidential pres-
sure for a mid-cycle redrawing
before a critical congressional
election. This triggered a wider
arms race, with Democratic-con-
trolled states pursuing counter-
measures. Redistricting changes
the result without changing a sin-
gle vote. The same voters casting
the same ballots can produce a dif-
ferent distribution of seats in
Congress. For Trump, the stakes
are considerable: the November
midterms will determine whether
Republicans retain control of
Congress or whether the presi-
dent faces two years of investiga-
tions, subpoenas, and legislative
obstruction. Preparing to Contest
Defeat The fourth prong may
prove the most consequential.
Trump has never abandoned his
claim that the 2020 election was
stolen, despite failed court chal-
lenges, recounts, and the absence
of evidence of fraud sufficient to
alter the result. 

Inside The Murky Election Crisis
America Is Sleepwalking Intoz

editorial
DMK's Strength Is Becoming
Its Weakness - And Nobody

Is Happier Than Vijay

BY TRUMP, FOR TRUMP:
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Karnataka

Bengaluru : Union 
Minister for Heavy 
Industries and Steel 
H.D. Kumaraswamy on 
Friday launched a blis-
tering attack on the 
Karnataka Chief 
Minister, accusing him 
of undertaking “jolly 
trips” across the state 
in the guise of progress 
review meetings and 
acting with gross irre-
sponsibility towards 
Karnataka’s irrigation 
and water interests.

Addressing a press 
conference at JP 
Bhavan, Kumaraswamy 
said the Chief Minister's 
recent visits to 
Kalaburagi, Bidar and 
Belagavi had failed to 
address the distress of 
farmers, agricultural 
labourers and drought-
affected families, while 
his statements on the 
proposed Krishna-
Godavari-Cauvery riv-
er-linking project 

exposed a lack of even 
basic understanding of 
Karnataka's water 
interests.

“The Chief Minister 
is travelling across the 
length and breadth of 
the state in the name of 
progress reviews. His 
visits to Kalaburagi and 
Belagavi were nothing 
but jolly trips. His state-
ment that Karnataka 

has consented to the 
linking of the Krishna, 
Godavari and Cauvery 
rivers is the height of 
irresponsibility. He 
appears to have no 
basic understanding of 
the serious irrigation 
challenges confronting 
K a r n a t a k a , ” 
Kumaraswamy said.

The Union Minister 
said he had been closely 

observing the function-
ing of the new govern-
ment and the new Chief 
Minister since assum-
ing office, hoping that 
there would be a visible 
change in governance.

“I have been observ-
ing his functioning 
every single day. 
Looking at his conduct, 
I do not know whose 
ears he intends to adorn 
with flowers every day. 
Congress leaders once 
walked into the 
Assembly wearing flow-
ers on their ears. Now, 
this Chief Minister 
appears determined to 
put flowers not merely 
on the ears of the 
Opposition, but on the 
ears of the entire people 
of Karnataka,” 
K u m a r a s w a m y 
remarked sarcastically.

He said he had ini-
tially hoped that the 
Chief Minister would 
set aside old practices 

and bring about mean-
ingful change in the 
administration.

“I had a daydream 
that he would leave 
behind the old ways and 
usher in real change for 
the people of Karnataka. 
Unfortunately, what we 
are witnessing is entire-
ly different,” he said.

‘No Opposition to 
River-Linking, But 
Karnataka Must Know 
Its Share’

Clarifying his posi-
tion on interlinking of 
rivers, Kumaraswamy 
said he was not 
opposed to the concept 
and maintained that 
river-linking projects 
were necessary. 
However, he stressed 
that the state govern-
ment must first under-
stand how much water 
Karnataka would actu-
ally receive before 
extending its consent 
to any proposal.

CM’s Two-Day North Karnataka Tour Was a ‘Jolly Trip’; 
Farmers Left Without Hope: H.D. Kumaraswamy 

A New Book The Glyder Advantage Brings Home 
Champion Mental Skills of Performance from Sport 

to Everyday Work, Exams, and Life

Hyderabad : Elite ath-
letes train their minds 
as much as their bodies. 
That’s what makes 
them perform consis-
tently under pressure. 
A new book, “The 
Glyder Advantage – 

Beat the Pressure. 
Perform at Your Best”, 
launched. The book has 
taken twelve proven 
mental skills used by 
champions across 
sports and adapted 
them for the pressures 

of everyday life - at 
work, in exams, in 
sport, in business.

Reviewed on mygly-
der.com by some of the 
advance readers as 
“Timely and valuable 
book” is the need of the 
hour, as performance 
pressure rises across 
workplaces, classrooms 
and homes. The Glyder 
Advantage brings home 
practical, evidence-
based mental skills used 
by the elite athletes for 
consistent performance 
under pressure. These 
skills are meant for 
everybody. 

Pfizer's Project AASTHA Crosses 10 
Lakh Patients Supported, Advancing 

Healthcare Access for Cancer and Rare 
Disease Communities Across India

Bengaluru : Pfizer today announced 
that Project AASTHA, under its flag-
ship Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) initiative, implemented in part-
nership with Doctors for You (DFY), 
has reached the milestone of support-
ing more than 10 lakh patients and 
caregivers across India since its incep-
tion in 2022. The initiative focuses on 
improving access to care by helping 
patients navigate the healthcare sys-
tem, access government welfare 
schemes, receive counselling and con-
nect with support services throughout 
their care journey.The milestone was 
commemorated at AASTHA 
CareConnect 2026 in Bengaluru, which 

brought together senior government 
officials, healthcare leaders, policy-
makers, clinicians, patient advocates 
and development partners to discuss 
strengthening patient navigation and 
improving equitable access to care. As 
India continues to witness a growing 
burden of cancer and rare diseases, 
ensuring timely access to care 
requires support that extends beyond 
clinical treatment. Patients and care-
givers often face complex healthcare 
journeys from navigating hospital 
systems and understanding treat-
ment pathways to accessing govern-
ment welfare schemes and financial 
assistance. 

Expedite Wind Tunnel Underpass Works by Deploying 
Additional Manpower: Krishna Byre Gowda

Bengaluru : Bengaluru 
Development Minister Krishna 
Byre Gowda directed the con-
tractor executing the Wind 
Tunnel Underpass project to 
deploy additional manpower and 
accelerate the pace of construc-
tion to ensure timely completion 
of the project.

The Minister inspected the 
ongoing works at the Wind 
Tunnel Junction, located near 
the U.R. Rao Satellite Centre on 
Old Airport Road in the jurisdic-
tion of the Bengaluru Central 
City Corporation. During the 
inspection, he instructed the con-
tractor to strengthen the work-
force and expedite execution so 

that the project is completed at 
the earliest. The Minister noted 
that all utility relocation works 
associated with the underpass—
including the shifting of BWSSB 
water pipelines, underground 
sewer lines, BESCOM power 
cables, OFC cables and other 
utilities—have been completed. 
With the retaining wall construc-
tion currently in progress, he 

directed officials to further accel-
erate the work and ensure that 
the entire project is completed 
within three months.

Chief Commissioner 
Maheshwar Rao said that con-
struction is being carried out in a 
manner that minimises inconve-
nience to commuters. He added 
that temporary roads will be con-
structed at the earliest on land 
belonging to the Defence estab-
lishment, ISRO, National 
Aerospace Laboratories (NAL) 
and certain private properties on 
both sides of the junction to facil-
itate uninterrupted traffic move-
ment during the construction 
period.

KPTCL Becomes India's First State Transmission Utility to 
Implement Globally Recognised Zero Trust Cybersecurity 

BENGALURU : 
Karnataka Power 
Transmission Corporation 
Limited (KPTCL) has sig-
nificantly strengthened 
the cybersecurity of its 
digital infrastructure by 
implementing a Zero 
Trust Security 
Framework, becoming 
one of the First State 
Transmission Utilities In 
The Country To Adopt 
The Globally Recognised 
C y b e r s e c u r i t y 
Architecture For 
Safeguarding Critical 
Power Infrastructure.

The initiative marks a 
major milestone in 
KPTCL's digital transfor-
mation journey, reinforc-
ing the corporation's resil-
ience against increasingly 
sophisticated cyber 
threats while securing 
mission-critical operation-
al, engineering, financial 
and administrative sys-
tems.

With more than 3,000 
users accessing critical 
applications from corpo-
rate offices, substations, 
operational centres, field 
locations and remote envi-
ronments, KPTCL identi-
fied the need for a modern 

cybersecurity framework 
capable of protecting its 
rapidly expanding digital 
ecosystem.

Unlike conventional 
perimeter-based security 
models, the Zero Trust 
Framework follows the 
principle of "Never Trust, 
Always Verify." Every 
user, device and access 
request is continuously 
authenticated and validat-
ed based on identity, 
device health, user privi-
leges and risk context 
before access to any appli-
cation or resource is grant-
ed.

part of the transforma-
tion, KPTCL has deployed 
Zscaler's cloud-native Zero 
Trust Exchange platform 
for nearly 3,000 enterprise 

users. The platform 
enables secure, direct 
access to authorised appli-
cations without exposing 
users or critical systems to 
the public internet, elimi-
nating the security vulner-
abilities associated with 
traditional 

The new security archi-
tecture substantially 
reduces KPTCL's cyber 
attack surface while pro-
viding stronger protection 
against phishing attacks, 
ransomware, malware, 
credential theft, unauthor-
ised access and data 
breaches. Continuous 
authentication, least-privi-
lege access controls and 
intelligent security poli-
cies ensure that only veri-
fied users gain access to 
critical systems, while 
centralised monitoring 
enables faster threat detec-
tion and incident response.

The implementation 
forms part of KPTCL's 
broader strategy to build a 
secure, scalable and 
future-ready digital trans-
mission network capable 
of supporting Karnataka's 
growing energy demand 
and ongoing grid moderni-
sation initiatives. 

A delicate balance of prevention and early intervention 
can prevent cardiovascular disease

New Delhi, May 6 (IANSlife): Cardiovascular 
disease continues to be a major global health con-
cern, with heart attacks and strokes ranking as 
leading causes of death worldwide. However, these 
conditions are not inevitable. Individuals can take 
proactive steps toward safeguarding their heart 
health with conscious lifestyle adjustments and 
medical interventions. Dr. Niranjan Hiremath, 
Senior Consultant Cardiac and Aortic Surgeon at 
Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals, New Delhi, said, 
"Heart health is a delicate balance of prevention 
and early intervention. Small, consistent lifestyle 
changes can drastically reduce risk over time."

Checkout the 12 essential heart health tips by Dr. 
Hiremath:

Adopt a balanced diet: A healthy diet is funda-
mental to maintaining a healthy heart. Aim for a 
balanced intake of fruits, vegetables, whole grains, 
lean proteins, and healthy fats. Avoid saturated 
fats, trans fats, and excessive sugars, which can 
contribute to obesity, high cholesterol, and other 
cardiovascular risks.

Exercise regularly: Regular physical activity is 
vital for a healthy heart. The American Heart 
Association recommends at least 150 minutes of 
moderate exercise or 75 minutes of vigorous exer-
cise per week. Activities such as brisk walking, 
jogging, cycling, or swimming can boost cardiovas-
cular fitness, strengthen the heart muscle, and 
improve circulation. Even light activities like gar-
dening or taking the stairs can contribute to heart 
health by burning calories and reducing choles-

terol levels. Manage stress effectively: Chronic 
stress has been shown to contribute to heart dis-
ease by raising blood pressure, causing unhealthy 
behaviours like overeating or smoking, and 
increasing inflammation in the body. Developing 
stress management techniques such as meditation, 
deep breathing exercises, or yoga can help to relax 
the mind and body. Engaging in hobbies or activi-
ties that bring joy, such as reading, painting, or 
spending time in nature, can also help mitigate 
stress levels.

Monitor your blood pressure: High blood pres-
sure, or hypertension, is often called a "silent kill-
er" because it may not present symptoms but sig-
nificantly increases the risk of heart attacks and 
strokes. Regularly monitoring blood pressure at 
home or with a healthcare professional can help 
identify any issues early on. If necessary, medica-
tions and lifestyle changes such as a low-sodium 
diet, regular exercise, and stress management can 
help maintain healthy blood pressure levels.

Get regular check-ups: Routine medical check-
ups are essential for catching potential heart issues 
early. Regular cholesterol screenings, ECGs, and 
other tests can help monitor cardiovascular health 
and identify issues before they escalate. Early 
detection allows for timely intervention, reducing 
the risk of more severe complications.

Quit smoking: Smoking is a major risk factor for 
heart disease, damaging blood vessels, raising 
blood pressure, and contributing to atherosclero-
sis. Quitting smoking is one of the most effective 

steps one can take to improve heart health. Seek 
support from smoking cessation programs, coun-
selling, or medication to aid in breaking the habit.

Limit alcohol consumption: Excessive alcohol 
consumption can raise blood pressure, increase 
triglyceride levels, and contribute to heart disease. 
The American Heart Association recommends a 
maximum of one drink per day for women and two 
drinks per day for men. Opting for non-alcoholic 
beverages, moderating consumption, or seeking 
support from health professionals can help reduce 
alcohol-related cardiovascular risks.

Maintain a healthy weight: Obesity is a signifi-
cant risk factor for cardiovascular disease, high 
blood pressure, and diabetes. Maintaining a 
healthy weight through a balanced diet and regu-
lar exercise can significantly reduce these risks. 
For sustainable weight management, avoid crash 
diets and seek guidance from healthcare profes-
sionals or nutritionists to develop a plan tailored to 
your needs.

Sleep well: Lack of sleep has been linked to vari-
ous health issues, including heart disease. Aim for 
7-8 hours of quality sleep per night. Developing a 
consistent sleep routine, avoiding electronic devic-
es before bed, and creating a relaxing bedtime 
environment can help improve sleep quality.

Stay hydrated: Dehydration can thicken the 
blood, increasing the risk of blood clots and heart 
strain. Ensure adequate hydration throughout the 
day, especially in hot weather or during exercise. 
The recommended daily intake varies depending 
on individual needs, but generally, adults should 
aim for 8-10 cups of water per day. Proper hydra-
tion helps maintain cardiovascular function and 
overall health.

Control cholesterol levels: High cholesterol con-
tributes to plaque build-up in the arteries, increas-
ing the risk of heart attacks and strokes. Regular 
cholesterol screenings can help monitor levels and 
catch any issues early. A diet rich in fiber and low 
in saturated fats, alongside regular exercise and 
medication, if necessary, can help maintain 
healthy cholesterol levels. Consult your healthcare 
professional for personalized advice on managing 
cholesterol.

Manage diabetes: Diabetes can increase the risk 
of cardiovascular disease by damaging blood ves-
sels and nerves. Managing diabetes through diet, 
exercise, and medication can help reduce these 
risks. Regular monitoring of blood sugar levels and 
consulting a healthcare professional for compre-
hensive diabetes management is crucial for overall 
health. Taking proactive steps to care for your 
heart can drastically reduce the risk of cardiovas-
cular disease. Dr. Niranjan Hiremath reiterates, 
"Preventive measures and lifestyle modifications 
play a crucial role in maintaining a healthy heart. 
It's important to take charge of your health before 
it takes charge of you."

Government Increases Prices of 8 Common 
Drugs Citing 'Public Interest'
New Delhi:  The National Pharmaceutical 
Pricing Authority of India (NPPA) 
increased the ceiling prices of eight drugs 
on October 14, Monday, citing ‘extraordi-
nary circumstances’ and ‘public interest’. 
The NPPA comes under the department of 
pharmaceuticals under the Union Ministry 
of Chemicals and Fertilizers. The NPPA 
was constituted in 1997 to regulate the ceil-
ing prices of drugs. It  has the power to fix 
drug costs under what is known as a ‘Drug 
Price Control Order’ (DPCO) issued by the 
government under the Essential 
Commodities Act. The NPPA fixes ceiling 
prices of ‘scheduled drugs’ – the ones which 
are covered under India’s National List of 
Essential Medicines comprising currently 
960 formulations of more than 350 drugs. A 
drug can have more than one formulation. 
These drugs cannot be sold at a cost more 
than what is sealed by the NPPA.  The 
drugs, the prices of which were increased 
on October 14, comprise medication like 
Salbutamol (used for asthma), Streptomycin 
powder for injection (used in case of tuber-
culosis), lithium (for bipolar disorder), and 
Pilocarpine eye drops (for glaucoma), 
among others. Their prices have been 
increased by 50% of their current ceiling.

The full list of these drugs is below:
Made with Flourish
As routine practice, the NPPA increases 

the ceiling prices every financial year start-
ing April 1, on the basis of Wholesale Price 
Index (WPI) of the preceding year. For 
example, the NPPA allowed a price hike to 
the tune of 0.00551% for medicines to be 
sold from April 1, 2024, or thereafter, taking 
the WPI into account. But on October 14, 
the NPPA cited ‘extraordinary’ circum-
stances to effect the 50% hike. Section 19 of 
the DPCO gives power to the government  
to revise the ceiling cost, upwards or down-
wards, in addition to the annual routine 
practice. This can be done in extraordinary 
circumstances. 

The Section 19 states:
“Notwithstanding anything contained in 

this order, the Government may, in case of 
extraordinary circumstances, if it consid-
ers necessary so to do in public interest, fix 
the ceiling price or retail price of any Drug 
for such period, as it may deem fit and 
where the ceiling price or retail price of the 
drug is already fixed and notified, the 
Government may allow an increase or 
decrease in the ceiling price or the retail 
price, as the case may be, irrespective of 
annual wholesale price index for that 
year.” [Emphasis added]

Govt’s rationale
The NPPA has stated that it has increased 

the prices in the larger public interest. It 

said that the drugmakers had approached it 
asking for revision in prices citing a few 
reasons like “increase in the cost of active 
pharmaceutical ingredients [ingredients 
needed to make a drug], cost of production, 
change in exchange rate, etc.”  

The NPPA claimed that these factors 
have led to “unviability in sustainable pro-
duction” of drugs, and some of drugmakers, 
according to it, had even applied for “dis-
continuation of some of the formulations 
on account of their unviability.”The NPPA 
did not give any further details on this.

Dr Gurinder S. Grewal, a member of the 
Association of Doctors for Ethical 
Healthcare (ADEH), and former president 
of the Punjab Medical Council, said the 
government’s rationale misses various 
important details. “For which of these 
drugs, on an individual basis, has the cost 
of production gone and by how much?” 
Grewal asked. 

“What are the contributing factors for 
the cost of production going up specific to 
each drug?”  Grewal further pressed, say-
ing the rationale given by the government, 
without specifying these details, appears 
vague and opaque. He added that these 
were “poor people’s drugs”, used against 
common diseases, and often taken for a 
long period of time for illnesses that are 
chronic.The government’s own reports and 
surveys say that expenditure on medicines 
is the major driving factor of the escalating 
healthcare expenses.

Consistent expense, a drug on the decline
The latest National Health Accounts – 

a report released by the government last 
month – said out of the current health-
care expenditure, about one-third 
(30.84%) is incurred as ‘pharmaceutical 
expenses’. This includes prescribed med-
icines, over-the-counter drugs, those pro-
vided during inpatient or outpatient 
care, or any other way by which one 
seeks health services.

In fact among the 17 healthcare functions 
listed in the report, which included expens-
es on hospital admission or OPD care, it 
was on medicines (prescribed and over-the-
counter) that people were spending the 
second highest.
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Using smartphones in class 
smartly is better than a ban
A 

debate about the use of 
technology in schools — 
and, in particular, students’ 
use of smartphones — has 

been raging in the education system 
for years. The approaches range from 
the purists, who see them as the 
source of all evil in education and 
reject their use outright, to those who 
have fallen under their spell and see 
them as the be all and end all in pro-
viding all-embracing education 
around the clock. Then there is the 
third, most commonsensical group, 
which would like to mobilize the ben-
efits and reduce the harmful byprod-
ucts that come with the overuse of 
digital technology, especially in an 
unregulated manner. Tilting toward 
the view of the first school of thought, 
England’s Department for Education 
last month issued a new “mobile 
phones in schools guidance,” which 
encourages headteachers to prohibit 
the use of mobile phones throughout 
the school day, including at break 
times. This is, in my view, a draconi-
an decision that relinquishes the 
responsibility of the education sys-
tem to guide and educate children 
from a very young age in the best 
practices for using their mobile 
phone, from both the pedagogical and 
social behavioral aspects, instead of 
banishing them.

It is not only England that bans 
smartphones in schools, but other 
countries including France, Finland, 
the Netherlands and even China, 
which is the world’s largest mobile 
phone manufacturer. In Italy, for 
instance, teachers collect students’ 
smartphones at the beginning of the 
day to ensure that those itchy fingers 
deprived of screen time do not cave 
into temptation. Completely separat-
ing activities inside school from 
those outside it creates an unnatural 
separation Few would dispute that 
technology, and not only smart-
phones, has changed the dynamic in 
the classroom, such as how learners 
acquire their knowledge, the rela-
tionship between teachers and stu-
dents and the seemingly inexorable 
shortening of attention spans.

As with all other technologies, 
there are disadvantages to smart-
phones that can affect children’s 

development and make it more diffi-
cult for them to become lifelong 
learners. Their social skills can also 
be hindered, especially when there is 
more interaction with technology 
than with humans, and there are also 
genuine concerns about the ugly phe-
nomenon of cyberbullying. However, 
to ban smartphones outright is to 
apply the wrong remedy to a genuine 
problem. The answer is to educate 
young people in how to use their 
phones effectively and with due con-
sideration for others, because we do 
not expect smartphones to disappear 
from everyday life anytime soon.For 
many years, education systems have 
either avoided social issues or barred 
them at the school gates, instead of 
developing programs that help young 
people from an early age to deal with 
these issues in a thoughtful and con-
structive way. This could be about 
politics, personal relationships, con-
troversial social issues or more gen-
erally about growing up into a 
responsible adult who can make 
informed judgments without falling 
into the black hole of excess.Last 
year, UNESCO called for a global ban 
on smartphones in classrooms, even 
though its own director-general, 
Audrey Azoulay, admitted that the 

potential of the digital revolution is 
immeasurable and the challenge is to 
regulate its use — and she is right on 
both accounts.

Do not get me wrong, in all my 
years of teaching, I have not found 
that the introduction of technology 
was the answer to improving the 
quality of education. At best, it is a 
partial one. Moreover, there is noth-
ing more irritating in the modern 
classroom than students obviously 
using their smartphones and looking 
at apps or websites, including social 
media, unrelated to the topic being 
discussed in class. With time, I have 
become able to tell when this was the 
case according to students’ facial 
expressions and body language. 
Hence, it would be foolish to argue 
that smartphones and other online 
devices are not a distraction. The 
answer is to educate young people in 
how to use their phones effectively 
and with due consideration for oth-
ers Yet there are ways to change the 
balance between the genuine con-
cerns about their use in class and the 
opportunities to enhance students’ 
school experience by making them 
active and proactive learners while 
using technology. The days of what, 
in education theory, was known as 

“chalk and talk” or “mug and jug” 
learning, which saw the teacher as 
the jug standing in front of the class 
pouring knowledge into students (the 
mugs), have long gone. This idea of a 
one-way flow of knowledge and infor-
mation from the teacher to the stu-
dents is no longer relevant, especial-
ly in a world where learners are 
exposed to infinite sources of infor-
mation, some of great value and oth-
ers baseless and potentially harmful.

It makes the task of the educator 
complex and more challenging, but a 
major feature of the digital revolu-
tion is its ability to help students of 
all ages, and according to their devel-
opmental level, to harness this vast 
world of information in the palm of 
their hands in the best possible way 
and ensure they take ownership of 
this process. Completely separating 
activities inside school from those 
outside it creates an unnatural sepa-
ration and distorts the relationship 
between home and school, teachers 
and parents and the school and the 
wider society.The downside of young 
learners with their eyes constantly 
focused on their phones is indisput-
able. Attention spans shorten, they 
are easily distracted by notification 
pings and there is a real danger of 
them becoming accustomed to 
abridged explanations and argu-
mentations. In my experience, this 
does not make them less critical 
thinkers but more disorganized in 
their critical thinking, as they find 
it difficult to separate the wheat 
from the chaff — and there is plenty 
of chaff in cyberspace — which is 
where good educational programs 
should come to the rescue. 
Understandably, cyberbullying is 
also a key concern and should not 
be tolerated, but for that there are 
guidelines and policies, as with 
real-world bullying, and those who 
are caught engaging in such behav-
ior should be disciplined and, in 
certain cases, prosecuted.As 
always, hard cases make a bad law 
and, in this case, banning smart-
phones altogether from the school 
day is a hard case. More research is 
needed to establish the short- and 
long-term impacts of using smart-
phones in education. 

Opting for animal vs plant 
protein may affect sleep 

quality differently
Good quality sleep is essential for staying 
physically and mentally healthy. An adult 
should aim to get 7-8 hours of quality sleep a 
night for maximum benefit, but many peo-
ple struggle to achieve this. Studies investi-
gating the effect of diet on sleep quality have 
not drawn firm conclusions, but suggest that 
a healthful diet, such as the Mediterranean 
diet, could improve sleep in some people. 
Now, a study has found that plant proteins 
may improve sleep quality, while animal 
proteins can have the opposite effect.

People need to sleep to stay healthy, and 
the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) recommendsTrusted 
Source that adults get a minimum of 7 hours 
of quality sleep a night. During sleepTrusted 
Source, a person’s blood pressure and heart 
rate fall, their metabolism changes, their 
hormones are balanced, they breathe less 
often and less deeply, and their learning and 
memory is enhanced. Inadequate, or poor 
quality sleep increases the riskTrusted 
Source of chronic diseases, obesity, an 
impaired immune system and problems 
with memory and thinking.

To improve sleep quality doctors advise: 
going to bed and waking up at the same time 
every day, including weekends developing a 
relaxing bedtime routine ensuring the bed-
room is dark, quiet, not too warm, and the bed 
is comfortable to stop using electronic devices 
2 hours before bedtime avoiding caffeine, nic-
otine, and alcohol exercising regularly man-
aging stress, using relaxation techniques if 
necessary.Several studiesTrusted Source 
have investigated whether diet may affect 
sleep quality, but have found little conclusive 
evidence. Now, researchers in Ireland and the 
United States have examined whether protein 
affects sleep quality. They found that while 
overall protein intake had no effect, protein 
from plant sources may improve the quality 
of a person’s sleep, while protein from animal 
sources can impair sleep quality. The study 
appears in The European Journal of Clinical 
NutritionTrusted Source. Kelsey Costa, M.S., 
R.D.N., a registered dietitian nutritionist and 
founder of Dietitian Insights, not involved in 
this study, explained to Medical News Today: 
“The lack of association between total protein 
intake and sleep quality, juxtaposed with the 
weak association observed for plant protein 
intake, underscores a nuanced understanding 
of how different types of proteins might influ-
ence sleep.” Looking at the link between sleep 
and protein sources researchers collected 
data from three different cohorts of U.S. 
health professionals: the Nurses’ Health 

Study (NHS) and NHS2 — both in women — 
and the Health Professionals Follow-up Study 
(HPFS), which only included men. They ana-
lyzed data from 83,338 women and 14,796 men 
from the three cohorts. They assessed dietary 
intake using a validated food-frequency ques-
tionnaire that included more than 130 differ-
ent food items. Participants had to report 
their consumption of each food from “never 
or less than once per month” to “more than 
six times per day”, based on standard U.S. 
food portion sizes. The researchers then cal-
culated intake of different types of protein — 
total, animal, dairy and plant — as percent-
ages of total energy consumption. In all three 
cohorts, participants completed the 
Pittsburgh Sleep Quality Index, or a similar 
survey that assessed sleep time/duration, 
sleep latency (the amount of time taken to fall 
asleep), sleep efficiencyTrusted Source (the 
ratio of total sleep time to total time in bed), 
sleep disturbance, subjective sleep quality, 
sleep medication use, and daytime dysfunc-
tion due to sleep problems. They completed 
this just once during the study period.

Plant protein may improve sleep quality 
Total protein intake had no effect on sleep 
quality in any of the three cohorts. However, 
when the researchers looked at the different 
categories of protein, they found some small 
differences. The study found that women 
who consumed higher amounts of plant pro-
tein reported better sleep quality, but there 
was not a clear trend in men. After the 
researchers adjusted for variables, they 
found the association in women was weak-
ened. When the researchers analyzed meat 
subgroups, they found that higher consump-
tion of processed red meat and poultry was 
associated with poorer sleep quality, while 
unprocessed red meat adversely affected 
sleep in women only. Dairy protein was 
associated with better sleep in the NHS2 
cohort, but not in either of the others. Fish 
consumption had no effect on sleep quality.

Honble Chief Minister presented compassionate appointment orders to 31 legal 
heirs of the victims of the Karur public meeting...

Ex-Canara Bank manager, 9 employees 
dismissed for Rs 14-crore SHG loan 

fraud in TN’s Theni
THENI: A former 

Canara Bank branch 
manager and nine other 
employees have been dis-
missed from service fol-
lowing the detection of an 
alleged Rs 14-crore finan-
cial fraud involving fabri-
cated women’s self-help 
group (SHG) loan 
accounts in the district, 
police said. The fraud was 
allegedly executed across 
two branches of the bank 
in the district where the 
prime accused, identified 
as Karthik, had served as 
the branch manager.

According to officials, 
irregularities worth Rs 12 
crore were initially 
detected at the Odaipatti 
branch near 
Chinnamanur through 
unauthorised transac-
tions. A subsequent inter-
nal audit by higher 

authorities revealed that 
another Rs 2 crore had 
been misappropriated 
using a similar modus 
operandi at the 
Koolayanur branch, 
where Karthik had previ-
ously worked.

An internal investiga-
tion confirmed that 
Karthik had allegedly 
forged documents and 
created fake profiles to 
illicitly sanction revolv-
ing funds and loans ear-
marked for women’s self-
help and self-employment 
groups.

Suspecting a larger 
conspiracy, bank authori-
ties expanded the probe 
and found nine other 
bank employees allegedly 
colluding in the multi-
crore scam. All 10 person-
nel, including Karthik, 
have been dismissed from 
service, officials added. 
Following a formal com-
plaint lodged by Canara 
Bank Regional Manager 
Indira, the Theni District 
Superintendent of Police 
has initiated a compre-
hensive criminal investi-
gation into the matter.

Kallakurichi double murder accused 
attacks cop with sickle, gets shot in leg

TIRUNELVELI: A key 
accused in the 
Kallidaikurichi double 
murder case was shot in 
the leg by police after he 
allegedly attacked a con-
stable with a sickle while 
attempting to evade arrest 
near Veeravanallur in 
Tirunelveli district on 
Friday.The accused, Ajith 
alias Krishnan (28) of 
Moolachi village, who had 
been absconding in the 
case, was traced to the 
Manimuthar 80-feet canal 
area near South 
Veeravanallur based on a 
tip-off. A special police 
team led by Sub-Inspector 
Sneganth surrounded 

him.
Police said Ajith alleg-

edly attacked constable 
Paramasivan with a sick-
le, injuring him on the 
hand. In response, police 
opened fire in self-defence, 
shooting the accused in 
the leg before taking him 
into custody. Both the 
injured constable and 
Ajith were admitted to the 
C h e r a n m a h a d e v i 

Government Hospital for 
first aid before being shift-
ed to the Tirunelveli 
Government Medical 
College Hospital for fur-
ther treatment.

Tirunelveli Range DIG 
Thirunavukkarasu and 
Superintendent of Police 
Viswesh Sastri visited the 
hospital and enquired 
about the condition of the 
injured constable and the 
accused.

The arrest is linked to 
the murder of Kalimuthu 
(40) and his five-year-old 
son Jayaraj, who were 
allegedly rammed by a car 
and hacked to death while 
travelling on a motorcycle 

near Veeravanallur. 
Kalimuthu's other son was 
also injured in the attack.

Police said the murders 
were the latest in a long-
running feud between two 
related families of the 
same community that 
began over a dispute at a 
public tap in 2006. 
Investigators said seven 
people had already been 
killed in a series of retalia-
tory attacks before the lat-
est double murder. Police 
have so far arrested 14 
accused in the case, includ-
ing Subash, who was 
arrested on Friday and 
admitted to hospital due to 
health issues. 

TN CM slams DMK for bid to seek political gain 
over Karur stampede, faults police

KARUR: Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister C Joseph 
Vijay on Friday slammed 
the DMK for attempting to 
gain “political mileage” 
from the tragic stampede 
here last year and restrain-
ing him from visiting the 
district. Ex-Canara Bank 
manager, 9 employees dis-
missed for Rs 14-crore 
SHG loan fraud in TN’s 
Theni

In his first visit here 
since the 2025 stampede 
that killed 41 persons, 
Vijay faulted the police for 
not alerting him about the 
swelling crowd at the TVK 
venue on September 27 
last, nor taking any steps 
to cancel the meeting as 
the crowd had become 
unmanageable to control.

“The police could have 
alerted us that the crowd 
was swelling and become 
unmanageable to control. 

The police have all the 
right to cancel the meet-
ing. Without doing so, the 
police escorted us on the 
highway,” Vijay said dur-
ing his first visit here after 
taking up the reins as chief 
minister in May.

Vijay could not meet the 
affected 41 families in 
Karur last year but had 
those affected families 
were brought near 

Chennai and he personally 
consoled them.

At the meeting today, 
Vijay said “I trusted the 
police fully and even 
thanked them at the meet-
ing. I didn’t know about 
the drama. Who is respon-
sible for this. Under whose 
instruction was all this 
done,” he asked.

“They tried to gain polit-
ical mileage,” out of the 

tragedy, he said in 
an apparent refer-
ence to the DMK, 
then in the ruling 
saddle. He said 
the Karur stam-
pede has caused 
him immense 
anguish.

“We have lost 
children of our 
sisters in 2025 
Karur stampede,” 
he said.

The CM, clad in 
black attire, also 
announced to establish a 
memorial on behalf of his 
party Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam (TVK) for the 
victims of the Karur stam-
pede. Later, he took out a 
road show, with people 
queuing up on either sides 
of the road in good num-
bers. He waved at them 
and greeted them with 
folded hands.
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New Delhi: India has noti-
fied the procedure for
importers to seek govern-
ment approval to avail
quota-based duty conces-
sions on imports of passen-
ger cars and goods vehicles
under the free trade agree-
ment with the UK, which
will come into force on July
15. Under the
Comprehensive Economic
and Trade Agreement
(CETA), India will reduce
import duties on automo-
tive imports from about 110
per cent to 10 per cent, with
quotas on both sides. India
is allowing import of 3.78
lakh units of conventional-
engine passenger cars,
including those in the mass
segment, from the UK at
concessional customs duty
during the first 15 years of
the implementation of the
trade pact between the two
countries.  “Procedure for
allocation of Tariff Rate
Quotas (TRQ) under India-
UK (CETA) is notified,” the
Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT) has
said in a public notice dated
July 9, Thursday. It said
that at the time of clearance
of the import consignment,
the importer in India has to

produce a Certificate of
Origin issued by concerned
authorities in the UK.
“Only Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs),
Dealers/Channel Partners
duly authorised by the
OEMs of vehicles originat-
ing in the UK shall be eligi-
ble to apply for the TRQ,” it
added. The DGFT also said
that to be eligible, each
applicant will have to sub-
mit a pre-purchase agree-
ment issued by an OEM of
the vehicles in the UK set-
ting out the quantity of
vehicles agreed to be sup-
plied to the applicant dur-
ing the TRQ year. “The year
in respect of these imports
will be the period from 1st
January to 31st December,
i.e., calendar year in India.
DGFT shall monitor the

cumulative quantities for
TRQ Certificates issued. No
TRQ Certificates shall be
issued once the stated TRQ
quantity limit is reached,”
it said. These certificates, it
said, will be valid for a max-
imum period of 12 months
or till the end of the calen-
dar year, whichever is ear-
lier. “Importers under TRQ
shall endeavour to pass on
the benefit of the conces-
sional customs duty avail-
able under the TRQ to the
final buyer or consumer,” it
added. For imports from the
UK to India, the quota for
conventional-engine pas-
senger cars will peak in the
fifth year across specified
categories of vehicles at
37,000 units, with customs
duties reduction reaching a
final 10 per cent. 

INDIA NOTIFIES UK CAR IMPORT
RULES UNDER TRADE PACT

Hyderabad, July 2026:
Knight Frank India in its lat-
est report, India Real Estate:
Residential and Office
(January - June 2026) H1
2026, cited that the conver-
gence of structural demand
drivers, and several large
transactions that were under
evaluation over the past few
quarters culminated during
H1 2026; resulted in the high-
est first-half leasing volume
recorded in the Hyderabad’s
office market. The city
recorded transaction volume
of 7.5 mn sq ft during H1 2026,
increased by 29% YoY from
5.9 mn sq ft in H1 2025.
Average transacted rent
increased by 7% to INR 80
per sq ft per month.
Global Capability Centres
(GCCs) remained the largest
occupier group in
Hyderabad during H1 2026
with space absorption of 3.4
mn sq ft, accounting for 45%
of total office leasing, up from
40% a year ago. Hyderabad is
the second largest GCC ori-
ented leased office market in
the country. Office comple-
tions recorded a strong sup-
ply of 3.0 mn sq ft in H1 2026.
Despite the substantial sup-
ply infusion, vacancy levels
continued to tighten, declin-
ing by 296 basis points YoY to
11.5%, reflecting
Hyderabad's healthy
demand-supply dynamics.

Hyderabad’s residential
market maintained a stable
performance in H1 2026, with
housing demand remained
resilient despite elevated
sales levels and moderating
supply additions. Housing
sales stood at 19,249 units,
registering a modest 1% YoY
growth, while launches
declined marginally by 2%
YoY to 20,466 units. Market
health indicators remained
broadly comfortable, with
the overall quarters-to-sell
(QTS) standing at 5.9 quar-
ters. The INR 10-20 mn seg-
ment continued to exhibit
the healthiest absorption
among large-volume cate-
gories with a QTS of 4.5 quar-
ters, while premium housing
in the INR 20-50 mn bracket
maintained a reasonable
QTS of 5.5 quarters despite
rising inventory levels.
Banjara Hills witnessed the
highest residential apprecia-
tion of 7% to INR 14,400-
16,020 per sq ft. The average
residential prices increased
by 7% YoY to INR 8,258/sq ft.

Office Market Highlights of
Hyderabad

Healthy Demand-Supply
Economics
The Hyderabad office leasing
market recorded historic
best first half-yearly per-
formance with transaction
volumes of 7.5 mn sq ft in H1

2026.  Leasing activity in
Hyderabad during H1 2026
remained concentrated with-
in the city's established office
corridors, although demand
became notably more diver-
sified across micro-markets.
The SBD continued to domi-
nate with a 60% share of total
leasing, led by key office
hubs such as Kondapur,
Raidurg, HITEC City, and
the Financial District, which
remain the preferred desti-
nations for large occupiers
due to their mature business
ecosystems and infrastruc-
ture advantages. 
However, the most signifi-
cant shift was witnessed in
PBD West, where the share
of leasing surged from 1% in
H1 2025 to 36% in H1 2026,
driven primarily by large
transactions in
Nanakramguda and the
increasing scarcity of quality
space in core office districts.
Meanwhile, CBD and Off-
CBD locations, including
Begumpet, accounted for 4%
of transactions, catering to
niche occupier require-
ments. Hyderabad witnessed
more that than double of
office supply during H1 2026,
111% increase from 1.4 mn sq
ft in H1 2025 to 3 mn sq ft in
H1 2026. New supply was pri-
marily concentrated in the
SBD, accounting for 64% of
completions, led by projects
in Kondapur, while PBD

West contributed 27%
through developments in
Nanakramguda. CBD & Off-
CBD locations accounted for
the remaining 8%, with
selective additions in
Begumpet. End-Use
Occupiers
Global Capability Centres
(GCCs) remained the largest
occupier group in
Hyderabad during H1 2026,
accounting for 45% of total
office leasing at 3.4 mn sq ft,
up from 40% a year ago.
Leasing was led by occupiers
such as Uber, Invesco,
L'Oréal, and ArcelorMittal.
Flex space operators
emerged as the second-
largest demand segment in
H1 2026, accounting for 27%
of total leasing activity at 2.01
mn sq ft, compared with 9%
in H1 2025. Managed office
operators dominated the seg-
ment with a 26% share, while
coworking operators
accounted for 1%. Large
enterprises increasingly
utilise managed office solu-
tions to reduce capital expen-
diture, accelerate occupancy
timelines, accommodate
project-based expansion and
to provide workplace flexibil-
ity. Third-party IT services
accounted for 25% of total
leasing activity in H1 2026,
remaining a significant pil-
lar of demand despite a lower
share compared with the pre-
vious year.

India-facing occupiers
accounted for 4% of total
leasing activity in
Hyderabad during H1 2026.
Joseph Thilak, National
Director- Occupier Strategy
and Solutions (Hyderabad &
Chennai), Knight Frank
India, said “Hyderabad con-
tinues to offer one of the
country's deepest office
ecosystems, combining a
large skilled talent pool with
comparatively competitive
occupancy costs. The city
also has the ability to accom-
modate large contiguous
office requirements, some-
thing that has become
increasingly difficult in
more supply-constrained
markets. The timely addition
of high-quality Grade A
office stock will be essential
to accommodate future
expansion and maintain the
city’s attractiveness as a
leading destination for global
and domestic occupiers.”

Rental value
Rental growth continued to
reflect Hyderabad’s tighten-
ing market fundamentals
and strong occupier demand
across key office corridors.
Rental growth remained
robust in H1 2026, with aver-
age transacted office rents
increasing 7% YoY to INR
861/sq m/month (INR 80/sq
ft/month). 

HYDERABAD OFFICE MARKET RECORDS BEST LEASING
VOLUME IN H1 2026; STRONG EMPLOYMENT ECOSYSTEM
DRIVES RESIDENTIAL DEMAND: KNIGHT FRANK INDIA

Telangana, July 2026:  The
award-winning Indian sin-
gle malt adds two presti-
gious titles to its growing
list of over 125 internation-
al accolades
Godawan Artisanal Single
Malt Whisky by Godawan
Distilleries, in Rajasthan,
has won two major awards
at the Bartender Spirits
Awards 2026 held in
Chicago, USA. Godawan 02
Fruit & Spice was named
Spirit of the Year – India and
Indian Single Malt Whisky
of the Year, taking the
brand’s total international
awards to over 125.
The Spirit of the Year – India
award recognises the high-
est-ranked Indian spirit
across all categories at the
competition and is the com-
petition’s most coveted title
awarded to the spirit with
the highest aggregate per-
formance overall. Along
with these two awards,
Godawan 02 Fruit & Spice
also received a Double Gold
Medal, while Godawan 01
Rich & Rounded won a Gold
Medal. These awards recog-
nise the quality and consis-
tency of Godawan’s
whiskies.
Organised by the Beverage
Trade Network, the
Bartender Spirits Awards
are among the few global
competitions judged by
those who work closely with

spirits every day - bar-
tenders, bar managers and
hospitality professionals.
Spirits are blind tasted for
their liquid quality, aroma,
flavour, balance and overall
character, and then evaluat-
ed on packaging and value.
Commenting on the
achievement, Vikram
Damodaran, Chief
Innovation Officer, Diageo
India, said, “We have always
believed that the liquid has
to speak for itself. From the
beginning, our ambition
was to create the finest sin-
gle malt that could stand
alongside global whiskies.
To be recognised as Spirit of
the Year – India and Indian
Single Malt Whisky of the
Year by bartenders and spir-
its professionals who work
with some of the finest spir-
its in the world every day is
a powerful endorsement of
the whisky itself and the dis-
tinctive identity we have

worked hard to create.”
Crafted in Rajasthan,
Godawan draws its unique
character from one of the
world's most demanding
whisky-making climates.
The region's intense heat
and dry conditions create a
rich, concentrated flavour
profile, while the whisky is
finished in specially treated
casks infused with Indian
botanicals, including Rasna
and Jatamansi, giving it a
flavour profile that is
uniquely its own.
Since its launch in 2022,
Godawan has steadily built
a reputation as one of India's
most celebrated single
malts, earning recognition
across leading international
competitions including
Monde Selection Awards,
One Club Pencil and Merit
Awards 2026, Spikes Asia
2026, Clio Awards 2026, and
more, for its liquid, design
and innovation.

Hyderabad: Hyderabad-
based Aragen Life Sciences
has been named among
India’s Top 100 Best
Companies to Work For 2026
by Great Place to Work
India, becoming the coun-
try’s first and only Contract
Research, Development and
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Organisation (CRDMO) to
feature on the prestigious
list. The recognition is based
on Great Place to Work
India’s assessment method-
ology, which evaluates
organisations through confi-
dential employee feedback
and an independent review
of workplace culture, leader-
ship and people practices.
The assessment measures
parameters such as trust,
respect, fairness, credibility,

pride and camaraderie. The
latest recognition marks
another milestone for
Aragen, which said the
award reflects its commit-
ment to fostering an envi-
ronment that promotes sci-
entific innovation, collabo-
ration and employee growth.
Commenting on the achieve-
ment, Manni Kantipudi,
Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer of
Aragen Life Sciences, said
the recognition reflects the
trust employees place in the
company’s culture. “Being
recognised among India’s
Best Companies to Work For
is a proud milestone for
Aragen and, more impor-
tantly, a reflection of the
trust our people place in our
culture every day. 

India's Godawan Wins the Title of ‘Single
Malt of the Year’ and ‘Spirit of the Year’ at

Global Spirits Awards 2026

HYDERABAD’S ARAGEN
AMONG INDIA’S TOP 100

WORKPLACES New Delhi: No app can block
phone calls originating from
1600 number series that are
meant for communications
by regulated entities and the
government to citizens, tele-
com regulator Trai said in a
statement on Friday. The
Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) has
also clarified that promotion-
al calls originating from 140
number series cannot be
tagged or filtered by an app
and can only be blocked by
DND registry which is man-
aged by the regulator. TRAI
has also clarified that promo-
tional calls originating from
140 number series cannot be
tagged or filtered by an app
and can only be blocked by
the DND registry. “Under the
Telecom Commercial
Communications Customer
Preference Regulation (TCC-
CPR), any tagging, blocking
or filtering of the calls origi-
nating from 1600 series num-
bers is not permitted,” Trai
said. The regulator said that it
has mandated the use of 1600
series numbers for service
and transaction calls by regu-
lated entities of banking,
financial services and insur-
ance entities regulated by
RBI, SEBI, IRDAI and PFRDA
to their existing customers

and by government entities
for government-to-citizen
communication. The key
objective of assigning desig-
nated series for these impor-
tant communications is to
make such calls trustworthy
for the citizens, the regulator
said. On calls starting with 140
number series, Trai said that
it is meant for use by regis-
tered telemarketers. “The cus-
tomers have the right to allow
or block promotional calls
originating from 140 series
numbers from entities of any
or all sectors by registering
their preference on the Do Not
Disturb (DND) registry,” Trai
said. The regulator said that a
customer who has blocked
any or all sectors from receiv-
ing promotional calls on the
DND registry will not receive
any calls from 140 series origi-

nating from entities of the
blocked sectors. “The cus-
tomer can register his/her
DND preference through mul-
tiple means including through
TRAI DND App. Any tagging
or filtering of calls from 140
series numbers is not allowed
except for blocking on the
DND registry, as any tagging
can mislead a customer who
has otherwise allowed receipt
of such calls from a sector on
the DND registry,” Trai said.
The clarification from Trai
implies that customers will
not be able to tag calls from
numbers starting with 1600
and the 140 number series as
spam, fraud, or any other type
of call. Truecaller CEO Rishit
Jhunjhunwala has said there
has been a huge increase in
spam calls through 140 and
1600 number series. 

PHONE CALLS FROM 1600 NUMBER
SERIES CANNOT BE BLOCKED: TRAI

South Korean computer chip
maker SK Hynix has raised
$26.5bn (£19.8bn) in its New
York share offering, mark-
ing the largest ever listing by
a foreign firm in the US. The
company, a key supplier to
artificial intelligence (AI)
chip giant Nvidia, said on
Thursday that it had sold
177.9 million American
depositary shares for $149
each. The shares are set to
begin trading on Friday on
the Nasdaq. SK Hynix saw
its market value top $1tn in
its home country in May, lift-
ed by the boom in demand
for AI chips. Its share price
has more than tripled in
South Korea this year, which
along with Samsung
Electronics has helped boost
the benchmark Kospi index
by more than 70% over the
same period. SK Hynix is
one of the world's leading
memory chip makers. The
industry has been given a
major boost by the hundreds
of billions being spent on AI.
Shares in rivals Samsung
Electronics and Micron have

more than doubled in recent
months. The US listing gives
SK Hynix easier access to
huge amounts of potential
investment from the world's
biggest economy, which has
fewer barriers than South
Korea, said Seoul National
University finance professor
Jaewon Choi. Traders are
closely watching the listing
as a "yardstick to test the
water" for whether investor
enthusiasm for memory chip
makers will continue, Choi
said. The AI boom has trig-
gered a rush of companies

raising money on the the
stock market. In June,
GrokAI owner SpaceX
became the world's biggest
ever listing as it raised
$85.7bn. Meanwhile, AI
developers Anthropic and
OpenAI are preparing to go
public, with valuations of
more $1tn. Demand for SK
Hynix's offering was report-
edly over seven times more
than the number of shares
available, highlighting the
strong investor appetite for a
key company in the AI sup-
ply chain. Each American

depositary share is equiva-
lent to a tenth of a Seoul-trad-
ed common share, SK Hynix
said. The offering gives US
investors a way to buy SK
Hynix shares without hav-
ing to trade via an overseas
stock exchange. The compa-
ny has pledged major invest-
ments to develop South
Korea's chip making and AI
capabilities in the coming
years. "They're using the
money they're raising from
this US listing to help build
more plants, to develop these
high-end chips," Shanti
Keleman, co-chief invest-
ment officer at Seven
Investment Management,
told the BBC. "They're going
to be building those plants in
Korea and obviously the US
has a lot of people willing to
invest so it makes sense to go
there to raise the money."
However, Hanyang
University business profes-
sor Yun Youngjin said while
South Korea's government
was likely to be counting on
the move to raise funds for
domestic investments.

CHIP GIANT SK HYNIX RAISES
$26.5BN IN MEGA US SHARE SALE

Hyderabad: Telangana offers
vast investment opportuni-
ties in sectors such as life sci-
ences, biotechnology, aero-
space, defence, semiconduc-
tors, AI and GCCs, Industries
Minister D Sridhar Babu
said on Friday, July 10. He
stated that the state govern-
ment was making deliberate
efforts to transform
Telangana into a world-class
manufacturing hub. The
state offers investor-friendly

industrial policies, world-
class infrastructure and a
skilled workforce, he said,
during an interaction with a
high-level German delega-
tion led by Tobias Gotthardt,
Vice Minister of the
Bavarian Ministry of
Economic Affairs, Regional
Development and Energy.
Telangana was the most con-
ducive state for establishing
manufacturing industries
compared to other states in

the country, Sridhar Babu
said. During the meeting,
both sides discussed opportu-
nities to strengthen bilateral
relations further, a press
release said. The minister
explained the policies being
implemented by the state gov-
ernment to accelerate indus-
trial development and the
incentives being extended to
industries. He urged the
German delegation to encour-
age industrialists from their

country to invest in
Telangana. The minister
added that the state govern-
ment was ready to expand the
Telangana-Germany partner-
ship beyond investments to
include collaboration in tech-
nology, research and skill
development. Telangana was
the most conducive state for
establishing manufacturing
industries compared to other
states in the country, Sridhar
Babu said.

Telangana to emerge as world-class
manufacturing hub: Sridhar Babu

 Godawan Artisanal Single Malt Whisky by
Godawan Distilleries, in Rajasthan, has won two

major awards at the Bartender Spirits Awards
2026 held in Chicago, USA. Godawan 02 Fruit &
Spice was named Spirit of the Year – India and

Indian Single Malt Whisky of the Year, taking the
brand’s total international awards to over 125.

The Spirit of the Year – India award recognises
the highest-ranked Indian spirit across all cate-

gories at the competition and is the competition’s
most coveted title awarded to the spirit with the

highest aggregate performance overall.
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Standing on a grassy verge in the Hook
of Holland, I'm overlooking the Port of
Rotterdam. At the delta of the Rhine
and Meuse in the Netherlands, on land
largely reclaimed from the North Sea,
it's the biggest port for freight in
Europe. By some measures, Rotterdam
alone handles almost as much cargo as
all UK ports combined. The horizon is
dominated by cranes, bulk carriers and
container stacks – the visible parts of a
vast energy and chemicals hub. Five
refineries, including Shell's largest in
Europe, process hundreds of thousands
of barrels of crude oil a day, while a
tight cluster of chemical plants feeds
factories across the continent.
According to research by CE Delft, the
fossil fuels flowing through the port are
ultimately linked to around 600 mega-
tonnes of CO2 a year – many times more
than the CO2 output of the Netherlands'
biggest airport, Schiphol. That scale has
made Rotterdam a test case for a diffi-
cult question: can a port built on fossil
fuels ever truly become green? Pressure
is building on the port to do something.
A lawsuit brought by environmental
group Advocates for the Future argues
that the Port of Rotterdam Authority is
not doing enough to phase out fossil-
based energy, and wants a concrete
plan to wind down the coal, oil and gas
flows whose emissions dwarf those of
most countries. Rotterdam's own indus-

trial cluster currently emits about 29
million tonnes of CO2 a year – roughly
half of the Netherlands' domestic emis-
sions, says Mark van Dijk, head of
external relations at the Port of
Rotterdam Authority. That's the equiv-
alent of tens of thousands of return
flights from Amsterdam to Los Angeles.
"It's not good," admits van Dijk. The
Port Authority has a plan to cut the
emissions of its own activities and
encourage businesses on the site to be
greener. It has set targets to cut its own
direct and purchased energy emissions
by 90% between 2019 and 2030. The plan
includes developing a hydrogen hub
where companies can test new fuels,
investing in onshore power so ships can

plug into the grid instead of burning
fuel at berth, and supporting bunkering
of alternatives such as LNG, biofuels
and methanol. There is also an effort to
mitigate CO2 emissions. "In the short
term we're focusing on CCS [Carbon
Capture and Storage] – capturing CO2
and storing it in depleted gas fields,"
van Dijk says, referring to the Porthos
project that will pipe industrial emis-
sions offshore. Buffeted by the wind,
Advocates for the Future director
Maikel van Wissen argues that a port of
this scale shouldn't just be managing
the flow of fossil fuels. Instead, he
argues, it has a responsibility to use its
clout to speed up the shift to cleaner
operations. 

PRESSURE BUILDS ON EUROPE'S
BIGGEST PORT TO BE GREENER

A man who was fatally shot
by immigration agents at a
traffic stop in Houston on
Tuesday was not the intended
target, US officials say.
Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, a
Mexican national, was
stopped at 7am while driving
to work and was killed short-
ly afterwards. The
Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) said on
Thursday the stop was initi-
ated because they saw "a
white van with an individual
who resembled the target" of
an operation. They have
claimed the officer shot in
self-defence. The agents
involved in the shooting were
not wearing body cameras
and officials have not
released any images or videos
related to it. A DHS
spokesperson said in a state-
ment to the BBC's US partner,
CBS News that half its field

officers are now equipped
with body cameras and the
other half are expected to
receive them in the next 60
days. Salgado, 52, had been
working as a builder for three
decades in the Houston area
after coming to the US as an
undocumented migrant, his
family said. They said he had
no criminal record and was
close to obtaining a work per-
mit. He was driving himself
and three co-workers to a site

when the incident took place,
they added. In an earlier
statement on Tuesday, DHS,
which oversees Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
(ICE), said agents had
"attempted to conduct a vehi-
cle stop as part of a targeted
enforcement operation to
arrest an illegal alien". It
alleged Salgado "attempted to
evade arrest" and rammed an
ICE vehicle and the officer
"fired his weapon in self-

defence". He was taken to hos-
pital, where he died of his
injuries, the statement said.
On Thursday, DHS said
agents had seen two white
vans weeks prior to the inci-
dent at an address they had
surveilled. When they
returned on Tuesday, they
saw "a white van with an
individual who resembled
the target" and initiated the
traffic stop. The BBC has con-
tacted DHS for comment. The
incident prompted protests in
Houston on Wednesday, and
four Democratic Congress
members have demanded an
independent investigation
into Salgado's death. In a let-
ter to DHS, Representatives
Sylvia Garcia, Al Green,
Lizzie Fletcher and Christian
Menefeewrote, wrote that the
incident was "not the first
time ICE agents have used
unnecessary, deadly force".

MAN FATALLY SHOT BY ICE IN HOUSTON
WAS NOT INTENDED TARGET, DHS SAYS

A passenger was report-
edly nearly sucked out of
a cabin window in mid-
air on a Ryanair plane.
Witnesses told local
media the man, said to be
a Serbian citizen in his
60s, was left hanging head
first out of the window as
far as his shoulders for
several minutes, before
other passengers on the
flight managed to pull
him back inside. 

In a statement,
Ryanair said its Friday
morning flight from the
Greek city of
Thessaloniki to
Germany's Memmingen
returned "shortly after
take-off when a passenger
window dislodged
inflight". It continued:
"The aircraft landed nor-
mally and passengers
returned to the terminal.
One passenger requested
and received medical
assistance on the ground
in Thessaloniki." The
Irish budget airline
added that "a replace-
ment aircraft was
arranged to bring passen-
gers to Memmingen" sev-
eral hours later. Media
reports in Greece and
Germany quoted passen-
gers describing a loud
bang followed by the win-
dow breaking and oxygen
masks falling from the
ceiling shortly after the
Boeing 737 had taken off.
They believe the window
was smashed by pieces of

the jet's engine - although
Ryanair has not com-
mented on this. "We
immediately realised
there had been a decom-
pression. There were
screams... for a moment I
thought someone had
accidentally opened the
emergency door,"
Christina, a fellow pas-
senger, told Radio
Thessaloniki. "The masks
dropped and there was a
strong smell. The head
and shoulders of one pas-
senger were outside the
window. Fortunately, he
hadn't taken off his seat
belt." The aircraft -
believed to have been an
18 year-old-plane - was
operated by Ryanair's
subsidiary Malta Air.
The Irish Aviation
Authority (IAA) later told
the BBC that it "is aware
of the incident involving
a Ryanair group aircraft,
registered and operated
by Malta Air, departing
Thessaloniki this morn-
ing". "The IAA will pro-
vide any requested assis-
tance to the aviation safe-
ty investigation authori-
ty in Greece and the
Maltese Civil Aviation
Directorate, to aid their
investigation," it said. In
2018, a passenger died
when debris from a dam-
aged engine caused a win-
dow to break on a
Southwest Airlines flight
in the US, and she was
partially sucked out.

The suspect accused of
fatally shooting Charlie
Kirk admitted the killing to
his roommate, cried at their
apartment afterwards and
"said he wishes he hadn't
done it", a Utah court has
heard. The details emerged
in a hearing for Tyler
Robinson, 23, who faces
aggravated murder and
other charges over the con-
servative activist's death on
10 September 2025. The
prosecution played an
investigative interview
with ex-roommate and
romantic partner Lance
Twiggs and revealed the
pair's text messages.
Robinson has not yet
entered a plea. This week's
preliminary hearings are

for a judge to decide if there
is enough evidence for him
to stand trial in the possible
death penalty case.
Portions of both Twiggs'
video statement and text
exchanges were redacted,
while others were played
only for those in court - not
for public consumption.
Twiggs appeared in the
interview taped in April
this year with long hair
parted in the middle, a navy
blue blazer and blue pat-
terned tie. The roommate
paused at times to sip from
a bottle of water as prosecu-
tor Ryan McBride posed
questions. According to
Twiggs, Robinson asked for
an engraving tool in the
months before the shooting,
saying he wanted to
inscribe bullets for a camp-
ing and hunting trip with
his family. For the first
time, the prosecution also
revealed images on
Thursday of the alleged
murder weapon - a bolt-
action rifle - as well as
engraved bullets and car-
tridges found both at the
crime scene and at
Robinson's residence. 

MAN 'NEARLY SUCKED
OUT OF WINDOW MID-

AIR' ON RYANAIR PLANE,
PASSENGERS SAY

Charlie Kirk murder suspect told
roommate 'he wishes he hadn't

done it', court hears

A Ukrainian intelligence
agent who confessed to
killing the woman suspected
of trying to assassinate a
multimillionaire and his
family in Monaco last week,
has now claimed he did not
pull the trigger. In court in
Kyiv for a custody hearing
on Thursday, Vladyslav
Reut – who a few days ago
led investigators to
Anastasiia Berezovska's
grave in the woods – said
that he "categorically
denied" committing her
murder and blamed his
alleged accomplice instead.
This murky case is captur-
ing attention because Reut is
an active and decorated offi-
cer of Ukraine's military
intelligence agency, GUR,
and his co-defendant Vitalii
Zhykovych worked for the
SBU security service until
recently. On Thursday
evening President
Volodymyr Zelensky said he
would have "additional rele-
vant reports" to share in the
coming days. But the motive
for the Monaco blast that tar-
geted Vadym Yermolayev
remains unclear. ?The busi-
nessman, who made his
money in cognac and real
estate, had renounced his
Ukrainian citizenship some

years ago. He has since been
sanctioned by Kyiv for con-
tinuing to do business in
Crimea after it was taken by
Russia. ?Now his would-be
assassin has been murdered
herself. The two suspects
were brought into court for
separate hearings with their
hands cuffed, surrounded by
heavily armed security offi-
cers in balaclavas. Both kept
their hoods up throughout
proceedings and their faces
covered by masks so large
only their eyes were still vis-
ible. They sat hunched
inside the glass courtroom
cage for most of the hear-
ings, backs to the line of TV
cameras. In court, the prose-
cutor clarified that
Anastasiia Berezovska had
arrived in Ukraine two days
after the blast in Monaco,
and before she had been
identified as the prime sus-
pect in the case. She crossed
by bus from Poland. Once
alerted to the allegations
against her, investigators
seem to have homed in
quickly on Zhykovych, 50,
and Reut, 34, using
Berezovska's phone records.
They then identified cash
and cryptocurrency trans-
fers that the two had made to
her accounts. 

UKRAINIAN AGENT
ACCUSED OF MURDERING
MONACO BOMB SUSPECT

CHANGES STORY

Huge crowds in Mashhad as Iran's late supreme leader is buried

Landslides triggered by one
of the strongest storms in
decades have killed at least
15 people in the southern
Philippines, as parts of East
Asia brace themselves for
the looming storm. Typhoon
Bavi, which spans 1,000km
(620 miles) at its widest point
– roughly the width of
France - is sweeping across
the Pacific towards Taiwan.
It is expected to dump rain
on Taiwan's north and east,
and on a chain of remote
Japanese islands, before
making landfall in south-
eastern China on Saturday.
Dozens of flights have been
cancelled while schools have
suspended classes across the
region. Supermarket shelves
have been wiped clean as res-
idents stock up on supplies
ahead of the typhoon. On the
Philippine island of

Mindanao, families have
been buried overnight by
landslides, and rescuers are
still searching for those miss-
ing. Moderate to heavy rains
will continue to drench parts
of the country throughout
the weekend, officials say.
Taiwanese authorities have
warned that Bavi could
bring up to 1m (39 inches) of
rainfall. Some 29,000 soldiers
have been put on standby to

help with relief efforts,
according to the island's
defence ministry. Bavi is set
to be the largest storm, by
size, to hit the island since
1987, Taiwan's Central
Weather Administration
told Reuters. Farmers across
the region rushed to harvest
or protect their crops while
the weather held earlier on
Friday, while fishermen
made sure to secure their

vessels tightly. "Don't be
fooled by the nice and calm
weather now. A storm like
this could be the most terri-
fying," 60-year-old fisherman
Chen Ming-hui told Reuters.
Thousands of sandbags have
been distributed to residents
and shop-owners in flood-
prone areas. Across the
strait, China has also
warned of "significant
impact" from the typhoon
that could move northward
after smashing into the
south-eastern Fujian
province. "Bavi's large size
and abundant energy mean
its remnants and outer rain-
bands could move from
Jiangsu and Anhui
provinces toward the Bohai
Sea region," said Ma Jun,
director of China's Institute
of Public and Environmental
Affairs. 

East Asia braces for destructive typhoon as
landslides kill 15 in Philippines

Twelve dead and 23 missing in Spain wildfire as crews battle to contain blaze
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The Indian men's cricket
team's T20I series defeat
against England, following
the loss in the fourth match
in Bristol, has prompted a
performance review.
According to a BCCI
source, the board is set to
assess the performances of
both the players and the
coaching staff. 
Although head coach
Gautam Gambhir's con-
tract runs until 2027, his
position has also come
under scrutiny following
the team's recent perform-
ances, according to a BCCI
source. India, led by newly
appointed captain Shreyas
Iyer, suffered a nine-wicket
defeat in the fourth T20I of
the five-match series. The
victory gave England an
unassailable 3-0 lead in the
series, with the opening

match ending in a no-
result. India suffered a
four-wicket defeat in the
second T20I before endur-
ing a heavy 125-run loss in
the third match, where they
were bowled out for 76
while chasing a target of
202 runs. Notably, this is
India's second consecutive
T20I series defeat as the
defending T20 World Cup

champions, following their
2-0 loss to Ireland before the
England tour. The defeat
against Ireland also
marked India's first-ever
series loss to the side.
Notably, both series defeats
have come after the BCCI
made a bold change by
replacing experienced cam-
paigner and 2026 T20I
World Cup-winning captain

Suryakumar Yadav as skip-
per with Shreyas Iyer. The
win in Bristol marked
England's first-ever bilater-
al T20I series win over
India in a contest of two or
more matches. Batting
first, India managed 158/7,
with Iyer scoring a fighting
unbeaten 80 off 49 balls, but
received little support from
the rest of the batting line-
up. In reply, England made
light work of the chase,
reaching the target in just
13.5 overs thanks to explo-
sive half-centuries from
captain Harry Brook (79 off
35) and Phil Salt (59 off 42).
Jofra Archer and Josh
Tongue claimed two wick-
ets apiece. India will now
look to salvage some pride
in the final T20I, while
England will target a domi-
nant series finish.

Test and ODI skipper
Shubman Gill has joined
an elite list of Indian
cricketers to get an invita-
tion to watch Wimbledon
from the Royal Box. Gill
will be the fourth Indian
captain after Sachin
Tendulkar, Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma to get
the coveted invitation.
Gill, who is currently with
the Indian cricket team in
England for the upcoming
three-match ODI series,
also witnessed another
global sporting spectacle
recently -- the British
Grand Prix at the
Silverstone Circuit. The
26-year-old attended his
first-ever Formula 1 race
as a VIP guest during the
British GP and explored
the paddock and soaked in
the atmosphere. Gill inter-
acted with members of the
Formula 1 community and

enjoyed exclusive access
to one of motorsport's
biggest annual events.
India will play England in

the fifth and final T20I at
Southampton on Saturday
before entering the three-
match ODI series.

The Sports Ministry on
Friday approved a 191-strong
Indian contingent, including
126 athletes and 51 team offi-
cials, for the Commonwealth
Games in Glasgow starting
July 23, making it clear that
it would not bear expenses of
those officials who are elect-
ed members of the Indian
Olympic Association's
Executive Committee. The
notification also stated that a
detailed report on the contin-
gent's performance, includ-
ing action photographs,
would also need to be submit-
ted to the Ministry within 30
days of its return to India.
India's 126-strong athlete con-

tingent includes 78 male and
48 female athletes. "IOA will
ensure that any person, if
he/she is holding elected
position in EC of IOA, any
NSF or any sports body,
whose name has been includ-
ed in the list of team officials,
will be treated at no cost to
the Government," the
Ministry made it clear. The
ministry has specified that
the definition of Team
Officials would include
coaches, support staff, med-
ical staff, and contingent offi-
cials. Chef de Mission Rohit
Rajpal is the lone member of
the contingent staff who is a
member of the IOA EC and if

the ministry directive
applies then the cost of his
stay in Glasgow will not be
covered by the government.
The Ministry also reiterated
that the National Sports
Federations must carry out

background checks of their
respective contingents "in
view of the disappearance of
some officials/sportspersons
in the foreign countries in
the past..." As per the
approved list, the Neeraj

Chopra-headlined athletics
squad of 32, including 10
women, has the largest team
of support staff, led by head
coach Radhakrishnan Nair,
followed by boxing for which
an eight-strong support
group has been approved.
The athletics team's travel-
ling staff includes five coach-
es, two physios and one doc-
tor along with two medical
professionals. The boxing
team will also have a sports
psychologist Maithili
Bhuptani among its support
staff. Mandakini Chanu is
the lone woman in the coach-
ing group, which is led by
Sweden's Santiago Nieva.

Indian will have 14 boxers,
including seven women,
fighting it out in Glasgow for
what is expected to be a
strong showing. The Mirabai
Chanu-led 12-member
weightlifting team will have
four coaches to two extra offi-
cials, including a physiother-
apist. Nihar Ameen and
Sandeep Sejwal will be there
to manage and coach the five-
member swimming delega-
tion. In addition, the
Ministry has approved a sup-
port staff of 42 for the para-
sports contingent with ath-
letics getting the largest
share of three team officials
for its 11 members.

SHUBMAN GILL JOINS SACHIN TENDULKAR,
VIRAT KOHLI AND ROHIT SHARMA IN ELITE

LIST WITH HUGE WIMBLEDON FEAT

INDIA'S SPORTS MINISTRY CLEARS 191-STRONG
COMMONWEALTH GAMES CONTINGENT

Conor McGregor ensured his
long-awaited UFC return
grabbed headlines even
before fight night after a
chaotic face-off with Max
Holloway descended into
drama at the UFC 329 pre-
fight press conference in Las
Vegas on Friday. Moments
after the press conference
ended, McGregor charged
towards Holloway during the
traditional staredown,
snatched the Hawaiian's sun-
glasses and hurled them to
the floor before pressing his
forehead against his oppo-
nent's. Security and UFC offi-
cials quickly stepped in to
separate the pair before
allowing them to square off
again under tighter supervi-
sion. While McGregor
brought the theatrics,
Holloway refused to react,
maintaining his composure
throughout the tense
exchange despite the
Irishman's attempts to pro-
voke him. Saturday's bout
(Sunday in India) marks
McGregor's first appearance
inside the Octagon since suf-

fering a horrific leg break in
his trilogy defeat to Dustin
Poirier in 2021. The former
two-division champion has
endured a turbulent spell
away from competition, with
injuries, legal issues and
repeated questions over his
future dominating the head-
lines. Yet, judging by the
reception inside the T-
Mobile Arena, fans remain
firmly behind the Irish

superstar. McGregor
received thunderous cheers
from the Las Vegas crowd,
while Holloway, who lost to
the Irishman in their first
meeting back in 2013, was
met with boos. Following the
face-off, McGregor lifted two
commemorative UFC cham-
pionship belts draped in
Irish colours, symbolising
his achievement as the pro-
motion's first simultaneous

two-weight champion after
capturing the featherweight
title in 2015 and the light-
weight crown in 2016. "I'm
excited to showcase what
human grit, desire and dedi-
cation can do," McGregor
said. "Despite the odds, we
can overcome them. Never
be a victim of your circum-
stances. I'm going to show
the world you too can do the
same." The 37-year-old also

dismissed Holloway's sugges-
tion that the contest would be
decided in the later rounds. "I
can destroy Max inside 10
seconds," McGregor
declared. "I have Hall of
Fame fighters defeated in
under a minute. But don't get
it twisted. If we go into these
deep waters, Max is going to
be in a lot of trouble."
McGregor then rejected
Holloway's proposal of a tril-
ogy fight if he loses on
Saturday, claiming his oppo-
nent was thinking more
about business than the chal-
lenge ahead. Read Here: 13
Years Ago Conor McGregor
Beat Max Holloway. This
Time Everything Is Different
"I find it disrespectful. He
must not realise the danger
he is in. I forecast Holloway's
retirement on Saturday
night. Not a trilogy for cash,"
he said. The Irishman also
took aim at Holloway's strik-
ing credentials, dismissing
the American's reputation as
one of the UFC's finest box-
ers. "I think his boxing is
abysmal.

Conor McGregor Rips Max Holloway's
Glasses Off In Fiery UFC 329 Face-Off

Every Commonwealth
Games brings together ath-
letes at different stages of
their careers. Some arrive
ready to make their mark,
while others return with
years of experience behind
them. Few reflect that con-
trast better than Ishroop
Narang and Sajan Prakash.
At 19 and 32 respectively,
the two athletes, part of the
Inspire Institute of Sport
(IIS) family, represent dif-
ferent generations of
Indian sport. One is taking
her first steps on one of the
biggest multi-sport stages,
while the other returns
with a career that has
already inspired a genera-
tion. Yet both travel to
Glasgow with the same pur-
pose: to represent India
with pride. The Beginning
of a Dream: Ishroop Narang
For 19-year-old Ishroop
Narang, Glasgow marks
the biggest stage of her
young career. Competing
in the women's -78kg judo

category, the World No. 3
junior has quickly emerged
as one of India's brightest
young talents through a
string of impressive per-
formances on the interna-
tional circuit. Over the past
few seasons, she has consis-
tently finished on the podi-
um at major junior events,
proving that she belongs
among the best judokas in
her age group, as per a
press release. Her rise has
been built on technical
maturity, consistency and
the confidence to perform
under pressure. Those
qualities have made her
one of India's most exciting
prospects for the future.
The Commonwealth
Games will be her first
opportunity to test herself
against some of the sport's
top senior athletes. It is an
important milestone in her
journey and a chance to
take another step towards
establishing herself at the
highest level. 

From First Steps To Lasting
Legacy: The Road To

Glasgow Commonwealth
Games 2026

Hockey India on Friday
announced the 20-member
Indian Women's Hockey
Team for the upcoming
20th Asian Games Aichi-
Nagoya 2026, scheduled to
be held from September 19
to October 4 in Japan.
Salima Tete will continue
to captain the side, having
led the team to FIH Nations
Cup triumph in New
Zealand last month. Savita,
who recently received the
Padma Shri award, and
Bichu Devi Kharibam have
been named as the two goal-
keepers in the squad. "We
have a group in which we
have a nice balance
between juniors, experi-
enced players and seniors
who are constantly work-
ing to get the best out of
each other,” said the team's
chief coach, Sjoerd
Marijne, sharing his
thoughts on the selected 20-
member squad. The

defence comprises Sushila
Chanu Pukhrambam,
Ishika Chaudhary and
Jyoti, besides
Lalthantluangi and Shilpi
Dabas who made their sen-
ior debut during the FIH
Nations Cup and were
rewarded for their good per-
formance in the tourna-
ment that India won with
an unbeaten run. In the
midfield, captain Salima
will be joined by Nikki
Pradhan, Sakshi Rana,

Sunelita Toppo, Neha and
Deepika Soreng. The for-
ward line features
Lalremsiami, Rutuja
Dadaso Pisal, Navneet
Kaur, Deepika, Ishika,
Baljeet Kaur and Beauty
Dungdung. “This group of
players has shown that they
have the right form and fit-
ness in recent months. We
are confident that this team
is ready for the challenge at
the Asian Games," Chief
Coach Marijne added. 

Salima Tete To Lead India Women's Hockey 20-
Member Squad For Asian Games

Thousands of fans turned
out to greet Egypt's national
soccer team on its return
home Friday after its World
Cup adventure ended with a
3-2 loss to Argentina in the
knockout stage of the tourna-
ment. Crowds gathered at
the el-Alamein airport, wav-
ing photos of star player
Mohamed Salah and holding
signs celebrating the team's
achievements as they
cheered the players' return.
Egypt made it to the last 16
teams in the tournament for
the first time after beating
Australia 4-2 on penalty
kicks, led by Salah. The play-
ers are expected to meet
Saturday with Egyptian
President Abdel-Fattah el-
Sissi, who thanked the team
in a Facebook statement on
Tuesday "for their honorable
performance and for achiev-
ing an unprecedented mile-
stone in the history of
Egyptian soccer." Emotions
ran high across Egypt on
Tuesday as supporters gath-
ered in coffee shops, homes
and public squares to watch
the match against

Argentina, with Egyptian
flags draped from balconies,
storefronts and streets. The
Egyptian Football
Association, or EFA, said
Wednesday that it's deeply
dissatisfied with the referee-
ing in Tuesday's match and
decisions related to the
Video Assistant Referee, or
VAR system. Egypt coach
Hossam Hassan and several
players criticized the refer-
ees after Argentina scored
three unanswered goals in 13
minutes to pull off one of the
biggest comebacks in World

Cup history. "Defending the
rights and interests of the
Egyptian national team is
not a matter that can be
ignored, minimized, or treat-
ed as secondary," the EFA
said in a statement. In a
statement issued later
Wednesday, the head of ref-
ereeing for soccer's world
governing body FIFA,
Pierluigi Collina, said the
debate over decisions is a
natural part of soccer, but
stressed that "unfounded
allegations have no place in
our sport."

EGYPT'S FOOTBALL TEAM GETS
WARM WELCOME AT HOME AFTER

FIFA WORLD CUP EXIT

BCCI To Take Big Step After India's T20I Series
Loss Against England: Report

An Indian Premier League
(IPL) match could soon be
played in Australia if BCCI
ends up accepting the invi-
tation, while Cricket
Australia is looking to make
the planned Big Bash
League opener in Chennai
an annual affair, according
to a report by The Sydney
Morning Herald. Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Australian
counterpart Anthony
Albanese announced on
Friday that the Melbourne
Renegades will take on the
Perth Scorchers at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai on December 12.
The report claimed that CA
is hopeful that a reciprocal
IPL game will be played in
Australia, with an "open
invitation" being extended
to the BCCI. The report also

quoted sources who claimed
that private talks are under-
way. India and Australia on
Friday unveiled a Sports
Collaboration Roadmap to
expand cooperation in
training, sports science,
technology and the sports
industry, with the inaugu-
ral match of the upcoming

Big Bash League season in
Chennai being the highlight
of this collaboration. The
opening Australian Men's
Big Bash League fixture
will see Melbourne
Renegades face defending
champions Perth Scorchers
at the MA Chidambaram
Stadium (Chepauk) in

December, marking the first
time a foreign cricket
league match will be staged
in India. The eight-team
BBL is one of the most fol-
lowed domestic cricket
leagues in the world after
IPL and is usually held in
the December to February
window. 

Australia To Host An IPL Game? Report Makes
Explosive 'Private Talks' Claim
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r i t h v i r a j
Sukumaran at the 'I,
Nobody' preview
press meet

'I, Nobody' stars top
Malayalam actor
Prithviraj Sukumaran and
National Award-winning
actress Parvathy
Thiruvothu. Directed by
Nissam Basheer, the film
is produced by Mukesh R.
Mehta, Supriya Menon,
and C.V. Sarathi. This
action thriller had a grand
theatrical release—in
Malayalam on July 9 and
in Telugu on July 10.
Leading production hous-
es Sravanthi Movies and
Mythri Movie Makers
released the film in
Telugu. Special premieres
were held on the 9th, fol-
lowed by a press meet.
Speaking at the event...

Prithviraj Sukumaran
said... "Lately, I’ve been
spending more time in

Hyderabad than at my
own home. Everyone prob-
ably knows the reason
why (laughs). 'I, Nobody' is
a film that needs to be
watched closely; you
shouldn't miss a single
frame. To prevent the pro-
tagonist—
'Nobody'—from becoming
a major figure, the Chief
Minister drops another
massive bombshell.
Consequently, the media
and social media stop pay-
ing attention to the char-
acter Rajeevan. While the
first half unfolds in one
way, the second half ele-
vates the experience to a
whole new level. I have
immense faith in the
Telugu audience; I know
that if a good film is made,
they will ensure its suc-
cess." I never make movies
either for or against gov-
ernments; I make films
solely to entertain the
audience. We faced

numerous challenges
while shooting I, Nobody.
We put a lot of effort into
the action sequences, film-
ing everything in natural
locations—specifically on
the streets of Trivandrum.
Mukesh R. Mehta and C.V.
Sarathi stood by me and
supported the film's pro-
duction. The story doesn't
revolve around money;
instead, it centers on
themes like the identities
forced upon us by society,
as well as the influence of
social media and the main-
stream media. Whenever I
listen to a story, I do so
from the perspective of an
audience member.
Rajamouli and Karthikeya
are planning the shoot
schedule to align with my
availability and dates. I
earn a good income as an
actor, so I don't aim to
make money as a produc-
er. "I always aim to deliver
good films," he said.

ensational director
Ram Gopal Varma
said, "I made the film

'Rakta Charithra' based on
the true incidents of faction-
alism in Rayalaseema. We
started this film only after
studying the characters in it
a lot. This is a very special
film in my career." Starring
Vivek Oberoi, Suriya,
Radhika Apte and
Priyamani in lead roles, this
movie was released in 2010
and became a super hit at
that time. After 16 years,
this film is being re-released
by Natti Kumar on behalf of
Tripura Creations head
M u r a l i k r i s h n a
Vankayalapathi, Nutty's
Entertainments and Quitty
Entertainers. Director in
the press meet held at
Prasad Lab in Hyderabad on
this occasion 
Ram Gopal Varma said,
"Discussing the difference

between peace and war, we
have shown the damage
caused by war. There is no
possibility of making a part-
3 of 'Rakta Charithra',
because in part-2 they are all
gone. There is no one. They
don't have that much scene."

In the same press meet, Ram
Gopal Varma answered
many questions asked by
the journalists in his own
way. Now factionalism has
disappeared in
Rayalaseema. Are you pro-
voking them by re-releasing

the movie 'Rakta Charithra
again at this time?
Responding to the question,
Verma said that even if the
words of those who are pres-
ent on social media explode,
none of them have the
courage to come out and
face Bahabahi. 

THERE IS NOTHING
WRONG WITH STAR
DOMINANCE 
There was a time when the
director was given high
priority in the film indus-
try. They called the direc-
tor the captain of the
ship...and today star domi-
nance has increased. What
is the reason for this?
Varma replied to the ques-
tion...Does the director
have any crown!. There is
nothing wrong with star
dominance when the audi-
ence buys tickets by look-
ing at the face of the star. 

"We faced many challenges during
the filming of 'I, Nobody.' We worked
very hard on the action sequences."

A VERY SPECIAL MOVIE IN MY
CAREER IS 'RAKTA CHARITHRA

G actor Arjun Das, Sandy
Master to clash in this
Telugu-Tamil bilingual

release 
Super Hero Babu, which is titled
Super Hero in Tamil, is shaping
up to be one of the most interest-
ing films. For the past few days,
social media has lapped up the
film's three looks and given the
film a thumbs-up. The colourful
posters, featuring the film's char-
acters, indicate that the film is
going to be a universal superhero
entertainer suitable for all ages.
Cinema enthusiasts surely have
something to look forward to from
the movie. The film’s world and
premise are going to be totally out
of the box. Super Hero Babu will
have a proper Telugu-Tamil bilin-
gual release, ensuring it reaches a
wider audience across the two
languages.

EXPECT CONTENT-DRIVEN
ENTERTAINMENT:
Super Hero Babu is presented by
National Award-winning produc-
er K.S. Sinish under the banner of
Soldiers Film Factory and jointly
produced by Shanjan G of
Redacted Studios, which with its
passionate drive to create more
intriguing movies has lined up
more projects scheduled at differ-
ent stages of production. Having
made his directorial debut with
Balloon, K.S. Sinish steadily
evolved as a producer by backing
films such as Dikkiloona and the
National Award-winning
Parking, both of which reflected
his consistent inclination towards
fresh and engaging storytelling.
Continuing that journey, Super
Hero Babu stands as another sig-
nificant addition to the banner's
growing repertoire of content-
driven entertainers crafted for
audiences across all sections.

ARJUN DAS' POPULARITY

GROWS IN TELUGU:
The versatile Arjun Das, who has
carved a remarkable niche
through his effortless transition
from a powerful antagonist to an
accomplished protagonist, head-
lines Super Hero in what promis-
es to be another compelling addi-
tion to his evolving filmography.
He has already amassed a massive
popularity among the Telugu
audience, thanks to his role in
Pawan Kalyan’s They Call Him
OG. This growing fame in the
Telugu states makes his presence
in Super Hero a huge asset.
Sharing screen space with him is
the trending heroine Teju

Ashwini, whose impressive per-
formances in her movies have ele-
vated expectations around this
film.

LOOK FORWARD TO SANDY
MASTER'S ACT:
Sandy Master, who essays the
antagonist in Super Hero Babu,
has also been attracting wide-
spread attention with his growing
body of work. Notably, his grip-
ping performance in Lokah –
Chapter One was highly praised
by Telugu viewers, who appreci-
ated his intense acting chops. We
also liked him immensely in
Kishkindhapuri, whose flashback

was powered by his poignant per-
formance. Along with his work in
many hit movies including the
recent release Parimala & Co,
Sandy's inclusion in Super Hero
Babu makes this face-off one of
the film's exciting highlights.
Sandy has done this movie at a
time when he has been busy
choreographing dance numbers
for big-ticket entertainers.
Firestorm from Pawan Kalyan's
OG and Monica from
Rajinikanth's Coolie were done by
him. He has collaborated in the
past with big names such as
Anirudh Ravichander. 

GEAR UP FOR CONFIDENT
STORYTELLING:
Super Hero Babu marks the direc-
torial debut of Vignesh
Venugopal, who previously
worked as an assistant director to
K.S. Sinish during the making of
Balloon. Continuing his long-
standing commitment to nurtur-
ing promising filmmaking talent,
Sinish introduces yet another
fresh directorial voice after suc-
cessfully launching Karthik Yogi
through Dikkiloona and Ram
through the National Award-win-
ning Parking. Despite this being
his first directorial venture,
Vignesh's clarity of vision, disci-
plined approach, and confident
storytelling have earned the
appreciation of the entire team.
Incidentally, the film's protagonist
(Arjun Das) and antagonist
(Sandy), have both made a name
for themselves for playing nega-
tive roles. And they are locking
horns in Super Hero Babu. 
Music for Super Hero Babu is
composed by Hesham Abdul
Wahab, who did emotionally
appealing compositions in Telugu
like Kushi, Hi Nanna and The
Girlfriend. His Midas-touch to this
film has already raised the bars of
expectations for Super Hero.

Kajal Aggarwal and
Shreyas Talpade Face
Public Fury in New Poster
of The India Story
The India Story Unveils
Intense New Poster,
Spotlighting the Fight
Against Toxic Pesticide
Farming The makers of
The India Story have
unveiled another gripping
poster that further builds
anticipation for the upcom-
ing socially relevant court-
room drama. Presented by
Zee Studios in association
with MIG Production &
Studios, the film is directed
by Chettan DK and written
and produced by Sagar B.
Shinde. Slated for a world-
wide theatrical release on
July 24, 2026, The India
Story will release in Hindi,
Telugu, and Tamil.
Inspired by the issue of pes-

ticide farming and its far-
reaching impact on public
health, the film brings a
socially significant subject
to the big screen through a
compelling courtroom nar-
rative. The newly released
poster features Kajal
Aggarwal and Shreyas
Talpade in a tense and emo-
tionally charged moment,
hinting at the relentless
battle their characters
undertake while uncover-
ing a disturbing truth. 
Set in the middle of a
bustling vegetable mar-
ket, the poster captures
an atmosphere of chaos
and fear. Kajal Aggarwal
and Shreyas Talpade are
seen surrounded by an
aggressive crowd, with
angry vendors pointing
fingers and hurling veg-
etables at them. 

Yathiraju Becomes the
Talk of the Town: Sivaji
Earns Widespread
Applause
The much-awaited
action drama Lenin,
starring Akhil Akkineni
and Bhagyashri Borse,
has opened to a positive
response from audi-
ences. Produced by
Sithara Entertainments
in association with
Annapurna Studios, the
film is directed by
Murali Kishor with
music by S. Thaman.
Featuring Sivaji, Sunil,
Ramki, Eshwari Rao,
and others in pivotal
roles, the film has drawn
widespread apprecia-
tion, with actor Sivaji’s
portrayal of Yathiraju
emerging as one of its
biggest highlights. After
winning acclaim for his
performances in Court

and Dandoraa, Sivaji
once again delivers a
commanding perform-
ance, impressing audi-
ences with his intense
screen presence and
emotional depth.

Arjun Das vs Sandy Master: Grand Bilingual
'Super Hero Babu' look posters are an instant hit!

Yathiraju Wins Hearts: Sivaji
Delivers Another Winning
Performance with Lenin

Another Hard-Hitting
Poster of The India Story
Unveiled; Kajal Aggarwal

and Shreyas Talpade
Confront an Angry Mob

Sometimes, a film doesn't
just tell a story—it creates
an entirely new world. A
mysterious universe where
fantasy meets science fic-
tion, where romance col-
lides with the unknown, and
where every frame promis-
es an experience unlike any-
thing seen before.
A brand-new high-concept
sci-fi entertainer starring
Roshan Kanakala and
Gahazy in the lead roles,
alongside Satya, Sudarsha,
Ravi Teja Nannimala, and
an ensemble supporting
cast, has officially begun its
journey. Marking a signifi-
cant milestone, the film
introduces Vijay K
Kamisetty as a director.
Having worked closely with
acclaimed filmmaker VI
Anand for several years as
his Chief Associate Director
and dialogue writer, Vijay
has been an integral part of
successful films such as

Tiger, Ekkadiki Pothavu
Chinnavada, Okka
Kshanam, Disco Raja, and
Swayambhu. He now steps
into the director's chair with
this ambitious project, han-
dling the screenplay, dia-
logues, and direction.

The film is based on a story
by VI Anand, whose imagi-
native storytelling and dis-
tinctive vision have rede-
fined fantasy and science-
fiction entertainment in
Telugu cinema. Bankrolled
by Balaji Gutta and Koushik

Reddy under the Gutta
Productions banner, in asso-
ciation with Kamalakar
Film Corporation, the proj-
ect promises a fresh cine-
matic experience with its
intriguing concept and
ambitious scale.

The film was ceremonially
launched today with a tradi-
tional pooja at the sacred Sri
Venkateswara Swamy
Temple in Kakatiya Hills.
Hero Nikhil sounded the
clapboard for the
muhurtham shot, while cin-
ematographer KK Senthil
Kumar switched on the cam-
era. VI Anand formally
handed over the script to the
team and also directed the
inaugural shot as a mark of
encouragement and bless-
ing for the project.
Blending fantasy, romance,
comedy, mystery, and cut-
ting-edge science fiction
into one spectacular cine-
matic experience, the film
promises to transport audi-
ences into an extraordinary
universe filled with imagi-
nation, emotion, and breath-
taking visuals. Designed as
a complete theatrical enter-
tainer, the makers assure
that every twist will sur-

prise and every emotion will
leave a lasting impact.
The film features an accom-
plished technical team with
Sekhar Chandra composing
the music, Anvesh Varala
handling cinematography,
Chota K Prasad as editor,
and Brahma Kadali serving
as Production Designer.
Tharun Reddy is the Co-
Producer, while VI Anand
and Anusha Veluswamy are
the Creative Producers, and
Bandi Bhaskar and
Shailendra Kumar are the
Executive Producers.
With pre-production pro-
gressing rapidly, regular
shooting is set to begin
soon. The makers will
unveil the film's title, first
look, and several exciting
announcements in the com-
ing weeks. The title
remains a mystery. The
world is waiting to be dis-
covered. A new cinematic
universe is ready to unfold.

VI Anand’s Sci-Fi Entertainer- Roshan Kanakala, Vijay K Kamisetty, Balaji Gutta,
Koushik Reddy, Gutta Productions, Kamalakar Film Corporation’ Film Launched Grandly
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