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BIHAR CONSTABLE SUSPENDED

OVER PURPORTED AK-47 USE
DURING STUDENT PROTEST

PATNA (TSIT) A police constable
was suspended after a purported
video showing him using an
AK-47 rifle during a student pro-
test in Bihar’s Siwan district on
July 25 went viral on social
media, officials said on Monday.
Siwan SP Puran Kumar Jha told
PTI, “The consta-
ble, posted with
the District
Intelligence Unit
(DIU), has been
suspended with immediate effect
after a video purportedly showing
him using an AK-47 rifle during a
student protest went viral on
social media. Departmental pro-
ceedings have also been initiat-
ed against him.”No one was
injured in the firing,” he added.
The SP said an inquiry has been
initiated to ascertain the circum-
stances under which the consta-
ble used the AK-47 rifle during
the protest. “There were clear
instructions to the police force
not to open fire during the dem-
onstration,” he said.

SENSEX JUMPS 776 POINTS,
NIFTY RECLAIMS 23,800 AS MAR-
KETS END 5-DAY LOSING STREAK

Mumbai (TSIT): Indian benchmark
equity indices snapped their five-ses-
sion losing streak on Monday,
buoyed by a sharp decline in crude
oil prices after the United States and
Iran paused military strikes, easing
concerns over a prolonged geopoliti-
cal conflict. The Sensex surged
776.29 points, or 1.02 per cent, to
close at 76,835.78, while the Nifty
climbed 229.40 points, or 0.96 per
cent, to settle at 23,995.95, nearly
reclaiming the 24,000 mark.
Commenting on Nifty technical out-
look, experts said
that the index
has recovered as
the fall in crude
prices lifted equi-
ty market senti-
ment. “If the Nifty moves and sus-
tains above 24,000, we may witness
a continuation of the uptrend towards
24,250-24,300. However, failure to
sustain above 24,000 might trigger a
correction towards 23,800," a market
expert mentioned. Investor sentiment
improved as lower oil prices raised
hopes of easing inflationary pres-
sures and reduced concerns over
higher import costs for India, one of
the world's largest crude oil import-
ers. Among the Nifty constituents,
Eternal, InterGlobe Aviation and
Infosys emerged as the top gainers,
leading the market rebound. The rally
was broad-based, with the wider mar-
ket outperforming the benchmarks.
The Nifty MidCap index advanced
1.11 per cent, while the Nifty
SmallCap index gained 1.31 per cent.
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Nitin Gadkari moves Bombay HC
over social media posts linking
him, family to alleged E20 business

The Bombay High Court has allowed
Gadkari to file a civil suit against Meta
and other social media platforms, as well
as unidentified entities allegedly being
used to spread misinformation against
Gadkari and his family...

Wildfire has 'life of
its own', says

French minister,
with blaze nine miles
from Bordeaux outskirts

Remove HYDRAA commissioner AV
Ranganath T'gana HC directs govt

Hyderabad, TSIT
BUREAU:

In a significant development
with far-reaching implications
for Telangana's anti-encroach-
ment drive, the Telangana
High Court on Monday direct-
ed the state Chief Secretary to
relieve IPS officer A.V.
Ranganath from his position as
Commissioner of  the
Hyderabad Disaster Response
and Asset Protection Agency
(HYDRAA) and appoint a suit-
able replacement. The court
expressed serious concern over
what it described as repeated
violations of judicial orders
and the Commissioner's con-
duct in multiple contempt pro-
ceedings.

The direction was issued by
Justice Jukanti Anil Kumar
while hearing a batch of con-
tempt petitions arising out of a
land dispute involving a 40-acre
property at Lothkunta in
Secunderabad. The petitioners
alleged that HYDRAA officials
entered the disputed land and
carried out fencing despite sub-
sisting High Court orders
restraining any coercive

action.Rejecting an uncondi-
tional apology submitted by
Ranganath, the court observed
that an officer facing around 63
contempt cases during his ten-
ure could not continue to head
the agency. The judge noted
that repeated disregard for
judicial directions undermines
the rule of law and directed the
Chief Secretary to immediately
identify and appoint another
officer to lead HYDRAA.

The order follows a series of
stern observations made by the
High Court over the past week.
During earlier hearings, the
bench had sharply criticised
HYDRAA for allegedly violat-
ing court orders and had even
indicated that it could seek
Army assistance to protect the
disputed  property after

Peaceful protest cannot justify police
excess, uniform protocol needed: SC

New Delhi (TSIT):

The Supreme Court on
Monday said the
Constitutional right to
peaceful protest must be
protected and stressed
that allegations of police
excesses as well as vio-
lence against security per-
sonnel during demonstra-

CM Chandrababu Naidu orders El

Visakhapatnam (TSIT):

Andhra  Pradesh  Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu on Monday directed offi-
cials to launch a statewide
awareness campaign to edu-
cate farmers about the likely
impact of El Nifio and promote
suitable alternative crops to
minimise  crop  losses.
Reviewing the performance of
various departments through

tions require an impartial
examination, while indi-
cating that a uniform
nationwide protocol may
be needed to govern the
handling of public pro-
tests.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India (CJI), Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana,
hearing a batch of peti-
tions arising out of the
recent nationwide student
protests over the alleged
NEET-UG 2026 paper leak,
said that merely because
there is an agitation can-
not justify the use of exces-
sive force by police, while
at the same time stressing
that attacks on police per-
sonnel also cannot be
overlooked.

the Real Time Governance
Society (RTGS), the Chief

expressing a loss of confidence
in the state machinery. That
direction was later deferred
after the Advocate General
assured the court that there
would be no further interfer-
ence with the land.

The controversy centres on
allegations that HYDRAA offi-
cials entered private land
despite  explicit judicial
restraint orders. The court
repeatedly questioned why the
agency continued to act in dis-
regard of legal directions and
stressed that even agencies
created for public interest
must function strictly within
the framework of the law.
Monday's order marks one of
the strongest judicial inter-
ventions against HYDRAA
since its formation and is
expected to have significant
administrative and legal
implications for the agency's
future functioning. The state
government is now expected
to act on the High Court's
direction by appointing a new
commissioner while the con-
tempt proceedings and the
underlying land dispute con-
tinue before the court.
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CJP warns of fresh protest if FIRs 1
against students are not withdrawn

m The CJP also launches ‘Saakshi’ portal to gather evidence of ‘police brutalities’ against the
students during the NEET paper leak protests on July 20

New Delhi (TSIT)

The Cockroach Janata
Party on Monday
announced a fresh round of
protests if the government
fails to keep its promise of
withdrawal of FIRs against
the student protesters and
organisers.

"Since the day we called
off the protest, we have
been pressing the govern-
ment for the withdrawal of
FIRs against the protesters
and organisers. Union min-
ister JP Nadda assured us
that a written agreement in
this regard would be pro-
vided to us by Tuesday. If it
does not reach us, we will
be forced to revolt again,"
Cockroach Janata Party
(CJP) spokesperson
Ashutosh Ranka said at a
press conference here.

"We are even ready to
move court if the FIRs are
not withdrawn," he added.

The CJP also launched
'‘Saakshi' portal to gather
evidence of “police brutali-
ties” against the students
during the NEET paper
leak protests on July 20. It
said it was making a data-
base of lawyers willing to
help the students booked
for the protests across the
country. CJP chief spokes-

AICC Reviews Telangana Congress Organisational
Activities Praises Sangathan Srijan Abhiyan

Hyderabad TSIT:

The All India Congress
Committee  (AICC) on
Monday reviewed the organ-
isational activities of the
Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) at a high-
level meeting held at Indira
Bhavan, the party headquar-
ters in New Delhi.

The meeting was chaired

Minister said weather fore-
casts indicate a strong El Nifio

Wangchuk: Gandhian path still relevant

New Delhi (TSIT)

Climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk on Monday
said the success of the
recently concluded stu-
dents' protests reaffirmed
that Mahatma Gandhi's
methods remain relevant,
and clarified that Union
ministers helping him
break his hunger strike
signified the Centre's
acceptance of their
demands rather than any

political endorsement.
After paying tributes to

Mahatma Gandhi at

Rajghat, Wangchuk said

criticism over him ending
his 26-day fast in presence
Union ministers Jitendra
Singh and JP Nadda
stemmed from a misunder-
standing of the Ladakhi
traditions.

"I wanted to pay my trib-
ute to Bapu (Mahatma
Gandhi). His path is as rel-
evant today as it was 100
years ago. This experi-
ment is successful today,"
he said. Explaining the
controversy, Wangchuk

said in Ladakh, when a
government representa-
tive or senior leader helps
breaks a protester's fast, it
is regarded as a sign that
the government has yield-
ed to their demands.

"In Ladakh, when pro-
tests happen, it is believed
that if a government repre-
sentative or some big lead-
er breaks your fast, it is
considered a victory. They
are bowing to you while
feeding you.

by AICC General Secretary
(Organisation) K.C.
Venugopal and attended by
Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy, TPCC
President Mahesh Kumar
Goud, Telangana AICC
In-charge Meenakshi
Natarajan, AICC Secretary
Sachin Sawant, and other
senior party leaders.

During the nearly two-hour

meeting, the leadership
reviewed the progress of
organisational programmes
across the state, including the
implementation of the SIR ini-
tiative. K.C. Venugopal
expressed satisfaction with
the organisational work car-
ried out from the booth level
to the state level.

He commended the perfor-
mance of the Sangathan
Srijan Abhiyan, describing it
as an effective organisational
exercise. Stressing the impor-
tance of strengthening the
party structure, he instruct-
ed leaders to ensure that the
SIR programme is imple-
mented with utmost serious-
ness and that there is no
scope for even the slightest
lapse.

Nifo awareness drive

effect this year. He instructed
the Agriculture Department to
conduct awareness pro-
grammes in campaign mode
and effectively implement the
Crop Insurance Action Plan to
safeguard farmers.
Chandrababu also stressed
the need to improve government
service delivery in remote areas
and asked officials to ensure
that public services reach peo-
ple efficiently. Referring to feed-

back received during his recent
visit to Alur Assembly constitu-
ency, he said government
employees should work in line
with public expectations.
Expressing concern over the
death of a meritorious student
from Rampachodavaram, the
Chief Minister directed the
Education Department to con-
duct psychometric assessments
for students and involve mental
health experts.

Global crude oil prices plunge up
to 7 pc as US-Iran pause strikes

New Delhi (TSIT):

Global crude oil prices wit-
nessed heavy selling pressure
on Monday, with key
oil benchmarks plung-
ing up to 7 per cent
after the United States
and Iran paused mili-
tary strikes over the weekend.
International benchmark Brent
crude fell more than 7 per cent
or about $7 to hover around the

$91-a-barrel mark.On the other
hand, US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude also
declined over 7 per cent, shed-
ding around $6.4 to trade
below $85 a barrel. The sharp
decline came after Iran indi-
cated it would refrain from
further attacks as long as the
US also halted military opera-
tions, fuelling expectations that
the conflict could move towards
a diplomatic resolution.

person Saurav Das said the
outfit has launched www.
cockroachjantaparty.org/
saakshi to gather evidence
against the brutal lathich-
arge on the students by the
Delhi Police on July 20.
"As we promised during
the protest, we will identi-
fy every uniformed man,
be it the Delhi Police or

RAF (Rapid Action Force),
who tortured the protes-
tors. The Saakshi portal is
the first step in this direc-
tion. Anyone with videos
or photographs of the bru-
tality of that day can
upload the same on the
platform to help us bring
these personnel to book,"
he said.

34,200-crexpressway
develops cracks days
after inauguration in UP

NHAI denies road cave-in on Lucknow-Kanpur
Expressway, says only surface slippage

Lucknow (TSIT)

Cracks have appeared on a
section of the Lucknow-
Kanpur Greenfield National
Elevated Expressway barely
14 days after its inaugura-
tion, raising questions over
the quality of construction.
The expressway, built at a
cost of Rs 4,200 crore, was
inaugurated on July 13 by
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, and
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari.

As per a viral video, the

cracks developed after recent
rainfall, prompting concerns
about the durability of the
newly constructed express-
way. Images and videos of the
damaged stretch have circu-
lated on social media, with
users questioning how a proj-
ect inaugurated less than two
weeks ago could develop vis-
ible cracks.The Lucknow-
Kanpur Greenfield National
Elevated Expressway is a key
infrastructure project aimed
at improving connectivity
between Lucknow and
Kanpur, reducing travel time
and easing traffic congestion
on one of Uttar Pradesh's bus-
iest corridors.

The appearance of cracks
so soon after the inaugura-

tion has sparked criticism
and renewed debate over con-
struction quality and project
monitoring. Officials are yet
to issue a detailed statement
on the cause of the damage or
whether repair work has
begun. The  National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI), meanwhile, on
Sunday clarified that a viral
claim about a section of the
recently-inaugurated
Lucknow-Kanpur Greenfield
Elevated Expressway caving
in was incorrect, saying only
the upper surface of the road
was affected, which was
repaired within hours.

WorldNews Section

NHAI Project Director
Nakul Prakash Verma told
PTI that only the upper surface
was affected over a stretch of
about 40 metres, and "it cannot
be termed as a road cave-in."
He explained that a cave-in
means the soil beneath settles
and the entire road
sinks."Here, there was only
slippage in the upper wearing
coat," Verma said, adding that
repair work was completed
before 5 pm on Sunday and
traffic was moving normally
ontheexpressway. Responding
to questions over construction
quality, Verma said such tech-
nical issues could occasionally
arise on long stretches of
asphalt roads.
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Registered Office: Radhika, 2nd Floor, Law

HDB Financial Services Ltd.

Garden Road, Navrangpura, Ahmedabad-380009.

Branch Office: Shree Balaji PSR Tower, 1st Floor, H.No.1-8-616, 1, Prakash Nagar, Begumpet, Hyderabad, Telangana-500016.
FOR FARM ERS U RGED TO USE QUALITY SEEDS FOR BETTER YI ELDS DEMAND NOTICE Notice Uls 13(2) read with Section 13(13) of Securitization and Reconstruction
ADVERTISMENT RANGAREDDY (TSIT) stalls and interacted with - - of nanclal Asvets and Eutorcement of Security Inferest A, 2002
You, the under mentioned borrower/ mortgagor is hereby informed that the Company has iniiated proceedings against you under
PLEASE Telangana State agriculture officials on the Securitization and Reconslrucl_ion of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest _Act. 2002 and that the Notice under
CONTACT: Aericult D + t initiati to st h 13(2) of the Act sent to you by Registered Post Ack. Due for borrower/s has been retumned undelivered. Hence you are hereby called
. g.r1c1.1 ure Departmen Initiatives .0 strengthen upon to take notice and pay the outstanding loan amount mentioned against the said account with interest accruing there from
Principal Secretar the farmin sector. within 60 days from the date of this publication, failing which the company will proceed against you by exercising its right under
9948480279 p y g
2 S d Moh d Add . th th Sub-sec (4) of Section 13 of the Act by enforcing the below mentioned security to realize its dues with interests and costs. It is
7330778889 urendra Liohan urge £ ressing the gather- needless to mention that this Notice is addressed to you without prejudice to any other remedy available to the company.

farmers to make effective ing, he stressed the need Sr.| Name of Borrower/ Co-Borrower/ Guarantor/ Mortgagor Loan Date of NPA | Amount Due in RsJ as on

use of quality seeds to for certified seeds, mod-  |No.[1. Sri Padmavati Traders, H.No.11-8-20, Gandhi Nagar, | Account & Demand Rs.13,06,732.64 as of

achleve hlgher crop pro- ern farming practlces T Warangal-SDS[]OZ, Telangana. 2. Sanghani No's: Notice Date 20-0?-’20’26 and future

. . . . . Jaganmohan, H.No.11-8-20, Gandhi Nagar, Christian | 14668756, Date of NPA: contractual interest till
ductivity while inaugu- and timely technical Colony, Warangal-506002, Telangana. 3. Sangani| 8048706 16-03-2026  |actual realization together
rating a Seed Fair guidance to help farmers Padma, H.No.11-8-20, Gandhi Nagar, Christian Colony, | Unique ID No.| Demand Notice |with incidental expenses,

. . . . . . . Warangal- 2, Telangana. 11691130 : 20-07- nd ch 2

(Vittana Mela) organised = Department at the Rythu  lage.During his visit, he  improve yields and prof- arangal 506002, Telangana —— Da_te %o 07:2026] _costand charges ete
. o . . . e o HEDULE OF THE SECURITIES.I: ALL That RCC Residential House Bearing it's H.no 11-8-20 (NEW), 11-8-96/e-2
by the Agriculture Vedika in Veljerla vil- inspected seed exhibition itability. (old) constructed in an open plot admeasuring 223.00 Sq.Yards (or) 186.45 aq.Mts., situated at Gandhi Nagara, Labour
colony Warangal City District, within the following boundaries:- North: Open Place of M.Ellaiah, South: House and open

place of S.Janradhan, East: 30 Ft Wide Road, West: House of N.Veeraiah.

Date: 28-07-2026, Place: Hyderabad

Sd/- Authorised Officer, HDB Financial Services Ltd.

ALPHORES PAYS TRIBUTE
TO APJ ABDUL KALAM

& |Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd.

Muthoot Homefin | Corporate Office : Unit No. 19-NE, 13th Floor, The Ruby, Senapati Bapat Marg,
Near Ruparel College, Dadar (West), Mumbai, Maharashtra- 400 028

POSSESSION NOTICE (As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd. (MHIL) under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 (54 of 2002) and
in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,
2002, Demand MNotice(s) issued by the Authorised Officer of the company to the Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s)
mentioned herein below to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the
said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower(s)/ Co-
Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of the property
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of

Karimnagar, July 27 (TSIT):  Reddy praised Kalam's con-

ALPHORES e-Techno tributions to India's space, the of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The borrower in particular and the public in general are

Roads & Buildings Minister Komatireddy Venkat . hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of
Reddy felicitated Sg{aramada Ashmith ofNalyonda for | Ochool observed the death  defence and education sec- | muthoot Homefin India) td. for an amount as mentioned herein under withinterest thereon.

Y 8 anniversary of former tors and urged students to The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time

securing admission to the Computer Science pro- available, to redeem the secured assets

President Dr. A.P.J. Abdul follow his ideals of patrio-

gramme at Georgia Tech, USA. The Minister praised Kal ith a tribut " discioli di Sr. [ Name of the Bomuﬁrts}f Brief details of secured assets Date of Demand | Pogse-
. . . . - inn - o-Borrower(s otice a
his achievement, congratulated his parents, and said am wi aA[TPIII—I(E)}E]I;,OS ;sm, Sgsglp }[ne aré ! }(l)va No.| 1 oan Account No/Branch Outstanding Dues (Rs.) GAen
3 ; ; ramme. 10n. Students and teachers
Ashmith's success would inspire students across g . . . 1. |G N Sugunakarrao/ R.C.C. Residential Apartment Bearing (H.No. Not Allotted), 24-Apr-2026/ 24-
Telangana to pursue global academic excellence. Chairman Dr. V. Narender  paid floral tributes/ Polsani Shireesha/ | Bearing Flat No. 412 (West Facing), At Third Floor, Having Rs.23,48,243/- | JoY:
KNR-HL-000292/ Plinth Area 805.00 Sq.feets (Including Common), With Rupees Twenty
Karimnagar Undivided Share Of Land Admeasuring 41.60 Sg. Yards, Out | Three Lakh Fourty
Of Land Admeasuring 8002.05 Sq. Yards, Relating To " Upagna| Eight Thousand
TWII ﬂ(lllllel'll AGGIISGII Homes", in The Land Admeasuring 8002.05 Sq. Yards Or Two Hundred
H 6690.73 Sq.meters in Sy.no. 675, 676/A, 676/B, 677/A, 677/B, | Fourty Three Only.
Arre_SIe[I In cnandanagar 678, 692, 693, 703, 704/A, 704/B, 691/A, 691/B, 1187,
Mﬂnlle Pnone meﬂ Situated At Block No. 01, Ramakrishna Colony Village,
Ramakrishna Colony Gram Panchayath, Nustulapur Revenue
Village, Thimmapur Mandal, Karimnagar District - 505 527,
With The Following Boundaries: - East : Open Land Of
Sirikonda Sudhakar Rao & Others, West :40-00" Wide Road.,
Morth: Open Land Of Shruthigna Constructions Pvt. Ltd.,
South: Open Land Others.
Date: July 28, 2026 5d/- Authorized Officer,
\Place: Karimnagar Muthoot Homefin (India) I.irnitedj
SERILINGAMPALLY TSIT:

Police have arrested two
men for robbing a mobile
phone from a man at
Chandanagar Railway
Station in Hyderabad on the
night of July 22, 2026.The
accused have been identi-
fied as Al: Vishnu Vardhan,
(21)A2 Bhanu
Prasad,According to the
press note issued by
Chandanagar Police
Station, Cyberabad, the duo
approached the victim
around 11:30 pm, threatened
him with a knife, assaulted
him when he resisted, and
snatched his Redmi Note 11
Pro smartphone.The victim
lodged a complaint the next
day, following which a case
was registered. Acting on
credible information and
CCTYV footage, a police team
arrested both accused on
July 27, 2026.During inter-
rogation, the accused con-
fessed to the crime. Police
also recovered the stolen
Redmi Note 11 Pro mobile
phone along with several
motorcycles allegedly
linked to the duo — includ-
ing Bajaj Pulsar 220, 150, 160,
KTM Duke 200, and a

L&T Finance Limited

Registered Office: L&T Finance Limited, Brindavan Building
Plot No. 177, Kalina, CST Road, Near Mercedes Showroom
Santacruz (East), Mumbai 400 098

CIN No.: L67120MH2008PLCIE1B33

Branch office: Hyderabad

@ L&T Finance

POSSESSION NOTICE
[Rule-8(1)]
Whereas the undersigned being the authorized officer of L&T Finance Limited (Erstwhile, L&T Finance Holdings Ltd), under the Securitization and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of powers conferred by Section 13(12) of the said Act read with [rule 3] of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notices calling upon the Borrower/ Co-borrowers and Guarantors to repay the amount mentioned in
the demand notice appended below within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice together with further interest and other charges from the date of
demand notice till paymentirealization. The Borrower/ Co-Borrowers/ Guarantors having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower/ Co-
Borrowers/ Guarantors and public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein under in exercise of powers conferred
on him/her under Section 13 of the said Act read with rule 8 of the said Rules on this notice.

Loan Borrower/s/ Demand Notice Date and Type Yamaha Fascino.
Account Co-borrower/s & Description of the Mortgaged Properties Outstandi of P ion .
Number Guarantors Name Date Amount () Taken SP Il. laIIaI(I GWGS Ton
H145672 | 1. Sunitha Singh (Borrower) W/o. Schedule-I 12/05/2026 |Rs.2,51,99,515.76/ 22.07.2026 Priority to Public
1092312 | Veerander Singh, Plot No 73 - 76, 204 X . X (Rupees Two Symbolic _ _ .
3238, Yaswant Residency, Near Aleap All That The Rles!dentnal House Bearing No. 1-11- Crore Fifty-One Possession Grievances at Pl'alavanl
H145672 | Pragathi Nagar, Kukatpally, 25110/A, Consisting Of Ground And First Floors, Lakh Ninety-Nine
1092312 | Rangareqdi, Hyderabad, Telengana - | Forming Part Of The Premises Bearing Municipal No 1- Thousand Five
3238L 500 090 11-251/10, On Plot No.3, In Survey Nos. 183 And 57, Hundred Fifteen
Also At 1-11-251/10/A, Ganji Villa, Having A Total Built Up Area Of 2020.6 Square Feet (i.e and Seventy-5ix
Plot No 3, Survey No 183 And 57, 1010.3 Square Feet., Each In Ground And First Floor), Paise Only.) As On
Situated At Begumpet Secunderabad | Together With The Land Admeasuring 217 Square Date 06/05/2026
Telangana 500016 Yards Or Equivalent To 181.43 Square Meters, Sitauted
2. Veerender Singh Shekhewat (co- At Begumpet, Secunderabad, Hyderabad Telengana
borrower) S/o. Ummed Singh, Flat State And Bounded As Follows
No. 204, Plot 73 - 76, Yashwant
Residency, Mear Aleap, Pragathi East By | Remaining Portion Of House )
Nagar, Kukatpally, Rangar Eddi, Property No. 1-11-251/10, Retained By
Andhra Pradhesh - 500 090 Also At 1- The Vendor Mahabubnagar, July
11-251/10/A, Ganiji Villa, Plot No 3, West By | Road And House Of Shri G Shanker Rao - Qivi
Survey No 183 And 57, Situated At North By | House Of Dr Adiga 27(.TS.IT Bureau ): GlVll’lg tqp
Eggg,'l";p;ﬁf:‘gti?;::ad Telangana |Is; ;vp By | House Property Sold To Smt Pravina Desai priority to resolvmg pubhc
. . r :
grievances, Mahabubnagar
3. Lubricants (Through Its Proprietor . . .
Sunitha Singh) (Co - Borrower) District Superintendent of
205, Silpa Paradise, Pragathi Nagar, Police Daravat Janaki per-
Hyderabad Medchal - Malkajgiri, 11 ived ips
Telangana - 500 090 Also At Flat No. sonally received petitions
204, Plot 73 - 76, Yashwant and Complaj_nts from people
Residency, Near Aleap, Pragathi . . .
Nagar, Kukatpally, Rangar Eddi, across the district during
Andhra Pradhesh_- 500 090 Also At 1- the Prajavani programme
11-251/10/a, Ganji Villa, Plot No 3, . . .
Survey No 183 And 57, Situated At held at the District Police
Eggggpet Secunderabad Telangana Office on Monday.
After carefi xaminin
H112HL2Z | 1. Mohammed Wasey Siddigui Schedule-1 12/05/2026 |Rs.82,84,215.53/- 22.07.2026 te (?a. e ully exa . g
4051616 | (Borrower) S/o. Mohammed Aziz ) (Rupees Eighty- symbolic each petition, the SP direct-
0719, Ullah, 17-3-3/1/43, Yakutpura, All That The House No. 1-19-166/4/A, (Ptin No Two Lakh Eighty- Possession ed the concerned police offi-
H112HL2 | Azmath Nagar, Charminar, 1160107893) (Old House No. 20-1/4/a) 4-6-21/41/a, Plot FourThousand p
4051616 | Hyderabad, Telangana - 500 023 No.4 Part And 4a Part, In The Survey No. 271, Two Hundred cers to respond promptly,
0719L Admeasuring 156 5q Yards Or Equivalent To 130.41 Sq. Fifteen and Fifty- CIREI
plso Attitlo 19 '536:?2'?':'0‘ Nod | Mits, Consisting Of Built Up Area Of 928.21 Sft In The Three Paise Only.) initiate necessary legal
Venkatapuram, Alwal. Ghme, Alwal | Ground Floor, 778.59sft In The First Floor And 778.59 As On Date action wherever required,
Circle, Medchal - Malkajgiri District, i{f‘ ': Ihe Seconirlof"gfmﬁv i‘:“fg_ Sflf- Si::a‘:e: J‘I“ 06/05/2026 and ensure that justice is
T5 500015 enkatapuram, Alwal. . Alwal Circle, Medchal - N S
Also At 2-19, 74/62-63, 2nd Floor. 2nd Malkajgiri District, TS And Bounded By de.hvered to the victims
Portion, Raghavendra Nagar, Road  ||[East By | Plot No.4 Part without delay.She empha-
:od— 4, tl)(a(ljyaTnlpuri, UppagmJ 039 West By | Neighbour's Land And 20' Wide Road sized that addressing public
yderabad, Telengana - North By | Open Plot s : s ~
South By | Neighbour's Land grlev.ances ma tlmel¥ marn
ner is one of the primary

The Borrower/ Co-borrowers/ Guarantors in particular and public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealing in the property
would be subject to the charge of L&T Finance Limited for an amount mentioned in the demand notice together with further interest and other charges from
the date of demand notice till payment/realization.

responsibilities of the police
department and urged citi-
zens to approach the police
without fear whenever they
face any problem.

Sdi-
Authorized Officer
For L&T FINANCE LIMITED

Date: 28.07.2026
Place: Hyderabad
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CS reviews power
sector performance

Hyderabad, July 28
(TSIT):. Telangana Chief
Secretary Sanjay Jaju on
Monday reviewed the
performance of the State's
power generation and
distribution sector at a
high-level meeting. He
assessed the functioning
of power utilities and the
operations of Singareni
Collieries Company

Sridhar Babu Reviews
Bahadurpally Kompally
Road Widening Works,
Sets Project Deadlines

Hyderabad TSIT:
Telangana Minister for
Information
Technology,
Electronics &
Communications and
Industries & Commerce
D.Sridhar Babu on
Monday inspected the
ongoing Bahadurpally
Kompally Road
Widening Project at
Dulapally and directed
officials to complete the
works within the stipu-
lated timelines through
close inter-departmen-
tal coordination.

Minister reviewed
the progress of the proj-
ect in the presence of
the Cyberabad
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner, District
Collector, Zonal
Commissioner, and
senior officials from the
Cyberabad Municipal
Corporation, HMDA,
TGSPDCL, Forest
Department and other
concerned depart-
ments.

Telangana

Collector seeks speedy
grievance redressal

Mahabubabad TSIT

Mahabubabad District Collector

Sneha Shabarish on Monday

directed officials to ensure the

speedy disposal of public griev-

ances received through the

weekly Prajavani programme

and prepare department-wise

action plans for the effective implementation of flagship govern-

ment schemes.Chairing the Prajavani at the District Collectorate

along with Additional Collector (Revenue) K. Anil Kumar,

In-charge Additional Collector (Local Bodies) Purushotham,

DRDO Project Director Madhusudhan Raju, DRO Nagalakshmi
Limited (SCCL). Officials | and Trainee Deputy Collector Nithish Kumar, the Collector
briefed him on power  received petitions from the public on land, housing and reve-
generation, transmis- nuerelated issues.Among the grievances, a farmer from
sion, distribution, opera-  Narayanapur village in Kesamudram mandal sought a re-sur-
tional efficiency, and  vey after the recent digital land survey allegedly reduced his
measures to ensure unin- | land extent by nine guntas. A resident of Signal Colony in
terrupted electricity sup- = Mahabubabad appealed for sanction of an Indiramma Housing
ply across the State. @ Scheme house in the second phase after being denied in the first
Senior officials of SCCL, phase due to the absence of a ration card. Another petitioner
TRANSCO, GENCO and @ from Mannegudem village in Seerole mandal complained that
TGSPDCL attended the  his entire patta land had not been reflected in the newly issued
meeting. passbook and sought rectification.

[ HDB (e HDB Financial Services Ltd.
L SERVICES | Registered Office:- Radhika, 2nd Floor, Law Garden Road, Navrangpura, Ahamedabad-09.
Branch Office:- M/s HDB Financial Services Ltd., Address: Shree Balaji PSR Tower,

1st Floor, H.No. 1-8-616, 1, Prakash Nagar, Begumpet, Hyderabad, Telangana-500016.
AUCTION SALE NOTICE CUM E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
(To the Borrower /Co-Applicant | Public in General){Under Rule 8(6) R/'w with Rule 9 (1) of SARFAESI Act, 2002)

The undersigned Authorized Officer of HDB Financial Services Ltd, has taken over Possession of the following property, under
Securitisation and Reconstruction of the Financial Assets & Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002, for the below mentioned
loan account with a right to sell the same on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS & AS IS WHAT IS BASIS"

HYDERABAD ‘
TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2026

@ info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Registered Office: Radhika, 2nd Floor, Law

HDB Financial Services Ltd.

Branch Office: Shree Balaji PSR Tower, 1st Floor, H.No.1-8-616, 1, Prakash Hagar, Begumpet, Hyderahad Telangana SDDD‘IE
D EM AN D N OT I c E Notice Uls 13(2) read with Section 13(13) of Securitization and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002

You, the under mentioned borrower/ mortgagor is hereby informed that the Company has initiated proceedings against you under
the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and that the Notice under
13(2) of the Act sent to you by Registered Post Ack. Due for borrower/s has been returned undelivered. Hence you are hereby called
upon to take notice and pay the outstanding loan amount mentioned against the said account with interest accruing there from
within 60 days from the date of this publication, failing which the company will proceed against you by exercising its right under
Sub-sec (4) of Section 13 of the Act by enforcing the below mentioned security to realize its dues with interests and costs. It is
needless to mention that this Notice is addressed to you without prejudice to any other remedy available to the company.

Name and Address of the Applicant & Co-Applicant: 1) Mathru Sri Agencies, H-No 3-5/2 Alugunoor Karimnagar- 505001
Telangana And Also Rcc Building H No 8-1-110 78-1-111 Sy No 376 Adm Area 292.24 Sq Yrds Kattarampur Karimnagar -
505001, 2.) Manvitha Agencies H No 3-5/2 Aluguncor Road Karimnagar -505001 Telangana, 3.) Nalumachu Santhosh H
No 8-1-1107 & 8-1-111 Kattarampur Karimnagar -505001 Telangana, 4.) Madhuri Nalamanchu H No 801-110 Erukalagidisela
Karimnagr - 505001 Telangana, Loan Account No. 50719689, Rs: 1,16,93,275.59/- (Rupees One Crore Sixteen Lakhs Ninety
Three Thousand Two Hundred & Seventy Five - Paise Fifty Nine Only) as on 11.06.2025 within 60 days with further inter-
est/ incidental expenses /costs tiII the date of full payment..

Details of Er brances, if any, | to the S d Credltur - NIL
Details of Inmovable Properties: Schedule of The Securities | :- All That Piece And Parcel Of The R.C.C Roofed Ground

Floor & First Floor House Bearing Municipal Door No: 8-1-110( First Floor) & 8-1-111 ( Ground Floor) Having a Ground Floor
Plinth Area 741 Sq Feet And First Floor Plinth Area 775.50 Sq Feet Total Area 292 24 Sq Yards, Or 244.34 Sq Mtrs, In Survey
No 376, Situated At Katta Rampur Locality Of Karimnagar , With In The Limits Of Municipal Corporation Karimnagar And Under
The Jurisdiction of Sub - District And District Registration Office Karimnagar. North:House Of Komuraiah, South: Prop. 30 Feet
Wide Road, East: House of Chandraiah, West: House of N. Pushpa.

Reserve Price Earnest Money Deposit | Bid Incremental Amount | Auction Date & Time | EMD Last Date & Time

- . . 18/08/2026 at 17/08/2026
Rs.1,43,69,200/. Rs.14,36,920/ Rs.1,00,000/ 1AM o 12 Noon Up to 06:00 p.m

1) The auction sale shall be "online e-auction” bidding through website https:/iwww. com Mobile APP on
the dates as mentioned in the table above with Unlimited Extension of 5§ Minutes.., 2) The interested bidders shall submit their
EMD through Web Portal: hitps://iwww.bankeauctions.com (the user 1D & Password can be oblained free of cost by registerin
name with https./fwww.bankeauctions.com) through Login ID & Password. The EMD shall be payable through Order/Demand Dral
for an EMD of 10% of the Reserve Price, drawn in favour of "HDB Financial Service Limited" above After Registration (One Time)
by the bidder in the Web Portal, the intending bidder/ purchaser is required to get the copies of the followngdocuments uploaded
in the Web Portal before the Last Date & Time of submission of the Bid Documents viz. i) Copy of the NEFT/RTGS Challan or
Demand Draft; i) Copy of PAN Card; iii) Proof of ldentification/ Address Proof (KYC) viz. self-attested copy of Voter 1D Card/ Driving
License/ Passport etc.; without which the Bid is liable to be rejected, UPLOADING SCANNED COPY 0 ANNEXURE-I & Ill (can
be downloaded from the Web Portal: https/iwww.bankeauctions.com) AFTER DULY FILLED UP & SIGNING 1S ALSO REQUIRED.
The interested bidders who require assistance in creating Login ID & Password, uploading data, submitting Bid Documents,
Training/ Demonstration on Online Inter-se Bidding etc., may contact M/s. C1 India Pvt Ltd, Udyog Vihar, Phase 2, Gulf Petlocherrl
building, Building No. 301, Gurgacn, Haryana. Pin: 122015, E-mail ID : pp com, Support Helpli
Numbers : 1244302020.-‘21!22123 7291981124 / 1125/ 1126, Sales Enquiries : sales@bankeauctions.com, 729198112, 4) The
intending bidders should be present in person for the Auction and participate personally and give a declaration in writing to the effect
that hefshe is bidding for himselffherself. Mo Authorized person allowed., 5) The intending bidders may obtain the Tender Forms
from the Manager Mfs HDB Financial Services Ltd. Address: Shree Balaji PSR Tower , 1st Floor H No: 1-8-616, 1, Prakash
Nagar, Beg 500016 , Auction venue: HDB Financial Sor\rlcns Ltd.Address: Shree Balajt PSR
Tower , 1 st Floor H No 1-8-616 , 1 Prakash Nagar , B r bad 500016, 6) The intending bidders
should submit their bids only in the tender form prescribed in sealed enve opes addressed to the Authorized Officer, HDB Financial
Services Limited, together with a Pay Order/Demand Draft for an EMD of 10% of the Reserve Price, drawn in favor of "HDB
Financial Service Limited” on or before 6pm on 17/08/2026 of Tender-cum-Auction sale hereby notified., 7) For inspection of the
Property and other particulars, the intending purchaser may contact: , M/s. HDB Financial Services Ltd. Address: Shree Balaji
PSR Tower , 1st Floor H No: 1-8-616, 1, Prakash Nagar , Begumpet , Hyderabad , Telangana 500016 Authorised Officer
A.NARSINGRAO (9703554646) & P.KRISHNAPRADEEP([(9059000515).The Propertyfies is sold on "As-is-where-is" and "As-
is-what-is" condition basis., 8) The sealed Tenders will be opened in the presence of the intending bidders by 11:00 am on the
18/08/2026 of Tender-cum-auction Sale hereby notified. Though in general the same will be by way of closed tenders, the
Authorized Officer may , at his sole discretion, conduct an Auction among the interested bidders who desire to Quote a bid higher
than the one received in the closed tender process, and in such an event, the sale shall be conferred on the person making high-
est bid. The sale, however, is subject to confirmation of HDB Financial Services Limited., 9) The successful bidder shall have to
pay 25% (inclusive of EMD paid) of the sale amount immediately on the same day or not later than next working day on comple-
tion of sale and the balance amount of 75% within 15 days from the date of confirmation of Sale, failing which the initial deposit of
25% shall be forfeited. At any cost it shall not be refunded. If the successful bidder, fail to make the payment of 25% of the entire
bid amount as mentioned above, the next successful bidder will be considered and entitled to complete the sale., 10) The sale cer-
tificate will be issued by the Authorized Officer in favor of the successful purchaser only after receipt of the entire sale considera-
tion within the time limit stipulated herein., 11) The successful purchaser shall bear the charges/fees payable for conveyance, such
as stamp duty, Registration Fee etc., as applicable under law., 12) The successful bidder should pay the statutory dues (lawful
house tax, Electricity Charges and other Dues), TDS, GST if any, due to Government, Government undertaking and Local bodies.,
13) The Autherized Officer has absolute right to accept or reject Tender or Bid any or all the offers and adjourn/postponefcancel the
Auction without assigning any reason thereof and also modify any terms and conditions of the sale without assigning any reason

thereof and also to modify any terms and conditions of the sale without any prior nofice.
Sdi- Authorised Officer, M/s. HDB Financial Services Limited

Place: Hyderabad, Date: 27/07/2026

Sr.| Name of Borrower/ Co-Borrower/ Guarantor/ Mortgagor Loan Date of NPA | Amount Due in Rs./ as on

No.1. Sushmanth Granites, Sy.No.290, Plot No.29, IDA|Account| & Demand Rs.35,07,126.43 as of

| Kaikondaigudem, Khammam-507002, Telangana. And also at | No's: Notice Date | 20.07.2026 and future

-

Plot Mo.28, Extent 311.11 3q.Y. Mallemadugu Revenue Date of NPA: | contractual interest till
Sy.N0.290, Kaikondaigudem,Khammam Muncipal Corporation 33531080 03-07-2026  |actual realization together
Limits Khammam-507002. And also at H.Mo.13-1-115, Plot Demand Notice | with incidental expenses,
No.29 Extent of 311.00 Sg.Y. Mallemadugu Revenue Sy.No.290 Date: 20-07-2026 | cost and charges efc.

Kaikondaigudem Khammam Muncipal Khammam-507002. 2. Nunavath Baloji H.No.14-08-55, Pandurangapuram,
Khammam-507002, Telangana. 3. Nunavath Jyothi, H.No.14-08-55, Panduranag Puram, Khammam-507002, Telangana.

SCHEDULE OF THE SECURITIES-I: All that Piece and Parcel of ACC Sheet Roofed structures for Running of Granite
Industry (H.No.13-1-115) with Entire Machineries along with Land Measuring to an extent of 311.00 Sq.Yards on Plot
No.29, within Mallemadugu Revenue Survey No.290, situated at Kaikondaigudem, Khammam Municipal Corporation
Limits and Districts. North: Plot No.28, South: Plot No.30, East: Plot No.32, West: 30 feet Wide Proposed Road.
SCHEDULE OF THE SECURITIES-II: All that Piece and Parcel of Residential House Site an Extent 311.11 Sq.Yards on
Plot No.28 within Mallemadugu Revenue Survey No.290, Situated at Kaikondaigudem, Khammam Municipal Corporation
North: 30 feet Wide Road, South: Plot No.29, East: Plot No.33, West: 30 feet Wide Road.

Sd/- Authorised Officer, HDB Financial Services Ltd.

Date: 28-07-2026, Place: Hyderabad
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AP Plans to Introduce Steam Rice
Through PDS, Seeks Centre’s Support

Visakhapatnam: The
Andhra Pradesh
Government is preparing
to introduce steam rice
through the Public
Distribution System (PDS)
to provide beneficiaries
with better-quality rice
and curb the illegal diver-
sion of ration rice. State
Minister for Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Affairs Nadendla Manohar
discussed the proposal
with Union Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution
*Pralhad Joshi* and senior
officials during his two-
day visit to New Delhi.
The Minister said that
supplying steam rice
through the PDS would
improve the quality of rice
distributed to beneficia-
ries while helping prevent

its misuse and illegal
transportation. He sought
the Centre's approval to
launch a pilot project in
one district before expand-
ing the initiative across
the state. He noted that
steam rice is already being
served successfully under
the **Dokka Seethamma
Mid-Day Meal Scheme** in
nearly **41,000 schools**
and **4,000 hostels**,

COLLECTOR ORDERS SPEEDY DISPOSAL
OF PRAJAVANI PETITIONS

Suryapet, July 27 (TSIT):
District Collector Tejas Nand
Lal Pawar on Monday direct-
ed officials to ensure the
prompt disposal of grievances
received through the
Prajavani programme and
ordered mandatory online
registration of all petitions.
Reviewing the grievance
redressal mechanism after
the weekly Prajavani at the
Integrated Collectorate, the
Collector instructed officials
to wupload all petitions
received at the district and
Revenue Division levels to
the online Prajavani portal
without delay. He also direct-

ed departments to clear pend-
ing petitions in the old portal
on a priority basis and expe-
dite the disposal of State-level
Prajavani grievances.
Emphasising timely public
service, Pawar said grievanc-
es should be resolved within
the stipulated timeframe. He
also reviewed the implemen-
tation of the Revenue
Division-level Prajavani pro-
gramme and instructed all
divisional-level officers to
participate regularly so that
issues could be resolved local-
ly, reducing inconvenience to
citizens. A total of 98 petitions
were received during
Monday's Prajavani, includ-
ing 60 related to land and rev-
enue issues, 11 concerning
Women Development and
Child Welfare, six from the
Panchayat Department, five
related to the Health
Department and 16 pertain-
ing to other departments.

receiving a  positive
response.During the visit,
Manohar also signed a

Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)*
with the National

Cooperative Consumers'
Federation of India (NCCF)
for setting up *1,000 "Mee
Mart" outlets* across
Andhra Pradesh to
strengthen the public dis-
tribution network.

Collector pushes MSME
growth, jobs

Tirupati (TSIT) District
Collector Dr. S. Venkateshwar on
Monday directed Industries
Department officials to intensify
efforts for establishing new
MSME units and creating better
employment opportunities for
youth while ensuring strict
implementation of industrial
safety standards.Reviewing the
District Industries Export
Promotion Committee (DIEPC)
meeting at the Collectorate, the
Collector said the State
Government is giving high prior-
ity to industrial development. He
said that under the Single Desk
system, approvals had been

granted to 124 of the 178 industri-
al proposals received between
May and July 2026, while 54 appli-
cations were under scrutiny.The
committee also approved Rs.2.92
crore in incentives for 11 indus-
tries, including investment sub-
sidy for nine units, power subsi-
dy for one unit and interest sub-
sidy for one unitDr.
Venkateshwar reviewed the
progress of the Printing Cluster
at Tirupati, Kalamkari Cluster at
Srikalahasti, Narayanavanam
Power Loom Cluster and Photo
Frames Cluster at Tirupati, and
directed officials to expedite their
implementation.

Misuse of Social Media, Child Marriages
Can Destroy Young Lives: DLSA

Mahabubabad TSIT : The
District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA) has cau-
tioned students that irre-
sponsible use of social
media, cybercrime, child
marriage, ragging and drug
abuse could have serious
legal and lifelong conse-

quences.
Addressing a legal
awareness programme

organised by the DLSA at
the Zilla Parishad High
School in Kambalapalli on
Monday, Chief Legal Aid
Defence Counsel Dasari
Nageshwar Rao said tech-
nology was a powerful tool
but could become danger-
ous if used without respon-
sibility and awareness.
Assistant Government
Pleader Sunitha advised
students to avoid interact-
ing with strangers online,
clicking suspicious links

Sarpanches Demand Withdrawal of Deputy Sarpanches' Cheque
Powers, Seek Direct Funds for Village Development

Mahabubabad TSIT
District Correspondent
Balne Suman July 27:
Demanding the withdraw-
al of cheque-signing pow-
ers vested in Deputy
Sarpanches and the imme-
diate release of funds to
elected Gram Panchayats,
Sarpanches from across
the erstwhile Warangal
district on Monday alleged
that the existing system
was leading to misuse of
authority and hampering
rural development.The

demands were raised at
the District Sarpanches'
Awareness Conference
organised by the
Telangana Panchayat Raj
Chamber at  Aarthi
Gardens in Mahabubabad
under the chairmanship of
United Warangal District

Sarpanches' Forum
Convener Guniganti
Kamalakar Goud.

Addressing the gathering,
Telangana Panchayat Raj
Chamber President
Chimpula Satyanarayana

Reddy said the organisa-
tion would take the issues
faced by Sarpanches
across the State to the gov-
ernment's notice and work
towards securing their
resolution. He stressed
that strengthening the role
of elected village heads and
safeguarding the constitu-
tional rights of local bodies
were essential for effective
grassroots governance.
Participants demanded
that adequate funds be
released directly to Gram
Panchayats, pending
development bills be
cleared without delay and
financial powers be
restored to Sarpanches to
accelerate stalled develop-
ment works. They also
sought the cancellation of
cheque powers granted to
Deputy Sarpanches, alleg-
ing misuse of authority in
several villages.

and falling victim to cyber

fraud or harassment.
Advocate Yasadi
Chennamalla Reddy

stressed the need for legal
awareness at the school
level and educated students
on the responsible use of
social media, anti-ragging
laws and cyber safety.

He also highlighted the
legal implications of child
marriage, stating that mar-
riage of girls below 18
years and boys below 21
years is a punishable
offence. Child marriages
adversely affect the physi-

cal and mental health of
children, disrupt educa-
tion and invite strict legal
action against parents and
others who facilitate such
marriages, he said.

The speakers also creat-
ed awareness on the
POCSO Act, urging chil-
dren to understand the dif-
ference between "good
touch" and "bad touch" and
report any form of abuse
immediately to parents,
teachers or the Child
Helpline 1098, assuring that
victims' identities would
remain confidential.

Granthi Pavitra ritual held
at Kapileswara temple

Tirupati, July 27: The
annual Pavitrotsavams at
Sri Kapileswara Swamy
Temple in Tirupati contin-
ued with religious fervour on
Monday, with the Granthi
Pavitra Samarpana ritual
being performed amid Vedic
chanting and traditional
temple music.The day's ritu-
als began with Suprabhata
Seva, followed by Pavitra
Abhishekam to the presiding
deity. Later, Nitya Homam,

SRM AP explores quantum research partnership

Amaravati, July 27. SRM
University-AP hosted a
high-level delegation from
Quantinuum, a global
quantum computing com-
pany, to explore academic
and research collaboration
in quantum technologies.
The Quantinuum dele-
gation, led by Dr. Rajeeb
Hazra, President and CEO,
and Dr. Seetha Rama
Krishna Nookala, Vice
President, was welcomed
by Prof. Ch. Satish Kumar,
Vice-Chancellor of SRM
University-AP, who pre-
sented the university's aca-
demic vision, research eco-
system and institutional
priorities.
During the meeting, both

sides discussed opportuni-
ties for collaborative
research, faculty and
scholar exchange, and resi-
dential research pro-
grammes at Quantinuum's
research centre. They also

explored collaboration in
the development of fault-
tolerant quantum comput-
ing technologies.

Dr. Hazra appreciated
SRM University-AP's
research environment and

advanced quantum com-
puting facilities, express-
ing interest in expanding
cooperation from funda-
mental research to entre-
preneurship and commer-
cialisation. Dr. Nookala
highlighted the impor-
tance of interdisciplinary
research and proposed
training programmes for
the university's faculty on
Quantinuum's quantum
systems.The meeting
underscored SRM
University-AP's commit-
ment to building partner-
ships with global technolo-
gy leaders and strengthen-
ing its position as a centre
for quantum research and
innovation in India.

Granthi Pavitra Samarpana
and other special rituals
were conducted in accor-
dance with Agama tradi-
tions.

A large number of devo-
tees participated in the
sacred ceremonies and
offered prayers to Lord
Kapileswara Swamy. Special
pujas, homam and Laghu
Poornahuti are scheduled to
be performed at the Yagasala
in the evening.
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Sarpanches seek withdrawal

Mahabubabad TSIT:
Demanding the withdraw-
al of cheque-signing pow-
ers vested in Deputy
Sarpanches and the imme-
diate release of funds to
elected Gram Panchayats,
Sarpanches from across
the erstwhile Warangal
district on Monday alleged
that the existing system
was leading to misuse of
authority and hampering
rural development.The
demands were raised at
the District Sarpanches'
Awareness Conference
organised by the
Telangana Panchayat Raj
Chamber at Aarthi
Gardens in Mahabubabad
under the chairmanship

of United Warangal
District Sarpanches'
Forum Convener
Guniganti Kamalakar

of cheque powers

Goud.Addressing  the
gathering, Telangana
Panchayat Raj Chamber
President Chimpula
Satyanarayana Reddy
said the organisation
would take the issues
faced by Sarpanches
across the State to the gov-
ernment's notice and work
towards securing their
resolution. He stressed
that strengthening the
role of elected village

TRP urges MRO office
at New Rajoli

Jogulamba Gadwal, July
27  (TSIT): Telangana
Rajyadhikara Party (TRP)
Jogulamba Gadwal District
President Morugu Veeresh
has urged the State
Government to construct the
proposed Rs.2.25-crore
Mandal Revenue Office
(MRO) and all future govern-
ment offices at New Rajoli
instead of the flood-prone Old
Rajoli village.In a statement,
Veeresh recalled the devas-
tating 2009 Krishna-
Tungabhadra floods, which
submerged Old Rajoli, dis-
placed thousands of families
and caused extensive damage
to public infrastructure and
government records. He said
the tragedy highlighted the
need to locate government
institutions in safer areas.He
noted that after the floods,
nearly 3,700 affected families
were rehabilitated at New
Rajoli, where over 10 acres of

government land were ear-
marked for public infrastruc-
ture. He said the newly sanc-
tioned MRO office should be
built on the available two-
acre government site at New
Rajoli, as requested by the
village's All-Party Committee.
Veeresh said establishing
government offices at New
Rajoli would ensure protec-
tion from future floods, safe-
guard official records,
improve access to services
for residents of 11 surround-
ing villages and provide suf-
ficient space for future expan-

heads and safeguarding
the constitutional rights
of local bodies were essen-
tial for effective grassroots
governance.Participants
demanded that adequate
funds be released directly
to Gram Panchayats,
pending development bills
be cleared without delay
and financial powers be
restored to Sarpanches to
accelerate stalled develop-
ment works.

150 veena artistes
perform at Kanipakam

Kanipakam, July 27: Around
150 veena artistes from the
Sankirtana Seva group,
Vijayawada, presented a
devotional Veenanadam
recital at the Kalyana Vedika
of the Swayambhu Sri
Varasiddhi Vinayaka
Swamy Devasthanam in
Kanipakam on Monday as
part of the temple's Kala
Nivedana programme.The
programme was attended by
Devasthanam Chairman
Mani Naidu and Executive
Officer Penchala Kishore,
who honoured the artistes
by presenting Swamyvari
Tirtha Prasadam.

Temple 1invites deities for
Varuna Yagam

Srisailam, July 27: Invitation
cards for the Varuna Yagam
and Sahasra
Ghatabishekam, scheduled
to be held from August 7 to
11, were ceremonially pre-
sented to Sri Bhramaramba
Mallikarjuna Swamy and
Goddess Bhramarambika at
the Srisailam temple on
Monday.

The rituals are being
organised with prayers for
timely rainfall, an end to
drought conditions and
prosperity for the State
through abundant crops
and livestock. As part of the

programme, Varuna
Yagam, Sahasra
Ghatabishekam, special

archana, homams, japams
and parayanams will be
conducted, with a grand

abhishekam using 1,000
sacred pots on August 10
and Purnahuti on August
11.Following temple tradi-
tion, the invitation cards
were first offered special
prayers at the Mahadwaram
before being taken in a cere-
monial procession with tra-
ditional music. The invita-
tions, along with fruits and
flowers, were presented to
Ratnagarbha Ganapati
Swamy, Sri Mallikarjuna

His Holiness Sri Sri Sri Viswapriya Theertha Swamiji of Admar Mutt, Udipi visited
Sri Vari Temple, Tirumala on Monday morning.

Swamy, Goddess
Bhramarambika,
Kumaraswamy and
Nandishwara Swamy.

The programme was
attended by local MLA
Budda Rajasekhar Reddy,
Devasthanam Trust Board
Chairman Pothugunta
Ramesh Naidu, Executive
Officer M. Srinivasa Rao,
Trust Board members, tem-
ple priests, Vedic scholars,
officials and devotees.

Veena recital held at
Kanipakam temple

Kanipakam, July 27:
Around 150 veena artistes
from the Sankirtana Seva
group, Vijayawada, pre-
sented a Veenanadam
recital at the Kalyana
Vedika of the Swayambhu
Sri Varasiddhi Vinayaka
Swamy Devasthanam in
Kanipakam on Monday as
part of the temple's Kala
Nivedana  programme.

Devasthanam Chairman
Mani Naidu and Executive
Officer Penchala Kishore
attended the programme
and presented Swamyvari
Tirtha Prasadam to the
artistes in appreciation of
their performance.
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Additional Collector seeks quick grievance disposal

Nalgonda (TSIT):
Resolving every applica-
tion received during the
'"Prajavani' (public griev-
ance redressal) program
promptly is the responsi-
bility of every department
head, stated Additional
Collector (Revenue) J.
Srinivas.

As part of the Prajavani' pro-
gram, he received petitions
from the public at the
Collectorate conference hall on
Monday. Subsequently, while
reviewing matters with district
officials, he directed them to
take immediate action to
resolve the applications

received without letting them
remain pending. He empha-
sized the need to act responsi-
bly and avoid any negligence in
addressing public grievances.
He instructed all officials to
adhere to punctuality while dis-
charging their duties. He
ordered officials from all
departments to submit their
monthly progress reports to the
District Planning Officer (CPO)
by August 3rd. He also directed
them to submit reports by the
same date regarding the imple-
mentation progress of state gov-
ernment welfare schemes such
as Mahalakshmi, Cheyutha,
Arogyasri, Indira Mahila

Shakti, Aasara pensions, and
Kalyana Lakshmi.
Furthermore, he instructed
Tahsildars to conduct the ongo-
ing land re-survey process
transparently and to take mea-
sures to identify and protect
government lands in accor-
dance with the provisions of
the  Bhu-Bharathi  Act.
Officials—including District
Revenue Officer Dasarath,
Rural Development Officer
Sekhar Reddy, Trainee
Assistant Collector Srikanth
Reddy, and other district offi-
cials—received representa-
tions from the public and
directed staff to examine
details regarding lands
belonging to gram panchay-
ats, community halls, nation-
al highways, and other gov-
ernment departments, and to
complete the necessary
gazette notification proce-
dures in accordance with the
relevant legal provisions.

Collector backs
tribal women
entrepreneurs

Mulugu, July 27, TSIT : District
Collector Borkhade Hemant
Sahadeva Rao said that the dis-
trict administration will provide
full support and encouragement
for the employment and income
growth of tribal women.On
Monday, the Collector visited and
inspected the Ippapuvvu laddu
stall set up by Subhadra, Lakshmi
and Shailaja, members of Sita Self
Help Society of Potlapur village of
Mulugu Mandal, in the
Collectorate precinct.On this occa-
sion, the collector spoke to the
members of the women's associa-
tion and inquired about the pro-
cess of making Ippapuvvu laddu,
procurement of raw materials,
manufacturing capacity, sales,
consumer response and other
issues. It is commendable that
rural women are self-employed
by linking traditional food prod-
ucts with the modern market.
The members of the women's
association were instructed to
make Ippapuvu laddu with strict
adherence to quality standards,
hygiene and taste.

Teachers urged to utilise
skill development training

MANCHERIAL, July 27: Additional Collector
(Local Bodies) P. Chandraiah urged teachers to
make effective use of the three-day skill develop-
ment training being organised under the
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN)
programme.He inaugurated the training pro-
gramme for teachers of foundation schools at the
Zilla Parishad High School in Mulkalla, Hajipur
mandal, on Monday. He stressed the importance
of activity-based learning, innovative teaching
methods and improving students’ foundational
literacy and numeracy skills.

The training aims to strengthen the implemen-
tation of the FLN programme in selected founda-
tion schools during the 2026-27 academic year.
Master trainers and experts will provide guid-
ance on effective teaching-learning practices,
foundational skills and modern classroom man-
agement techniques. Mr. Chandraiah called
upon teachers to work responsibly to improve
the district’s performance in the PGI indicators.

Collector orders speedy
grievance disposal

Hyderabad, July 28
(TSIT): Hyderabad
District Collector Dr.
Priyanka Ala directed
officials to promptly
resolve public griev-
ances received
through the Prajavani
programme. Reviewing pending cases, she
instructed departments to clear applications
before the next session and expedite the process-
ing of Cheyutha pensions and SIR-related work.
A total of 2,433 applications were received,
including 2,254 housing, 153 pension, and 16 rev-
enue petitions.

Mahabubnagar, July 27
(TSIT Bureau): District
Collector Khushboo Gupta
has directed officials to
speed up the collection of
enumeration forms under
the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls and ensure
100% digitisation within
the stipulated deadline.

District SP Sunitha
Reddy received
25 complaints in public

Wanaparthy (TSIT): District
SP Sunitha Reddy received 25
complaints directly from the
public in the public address
held at the district police
office on Monday. On this
occasion, the SP said that
land disputes can only be
resolved through the court,
and if the law is taken into
hands in the name of land
disputes, the police depart-
ment will take strict action if
threats, atrocities or fraud
are committed.
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Collector Khushhoo Gupta Calls for Expediting SIR
Enumeration Forms and 100% Digitisation

The Collector urged vot-

ers who have already
received enumeration
forms to fill them com-
pletely and submit them
immediately to their
respective Booth Level
Officers (BLOs). Eligible
voters who have not yet
submitted their forms
were also requested to do
so without delay.
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Govt hospital doctor faces
referral allegations

Bhadradri Kothagudem (
TSIT) : There are allegations
that the doctors who are sup-
posed to provide free medical
services to poor patients
coming to government hospi-
tals are indirectly trying to
send them to private hospi-
tals. In this regard, the
behavior of Bhadrachalam
Area Hospital has once
again become a topic of dis-
cussion. In particular, there
are criticisms that a radiolo-
gist working at the hospital
is neglecting government
duties and sending patients
to a private hospital with
which he is allegedly con-

nected.

According to details given
by locals and relatives of the
patients, a poor woman who
recently came to
Bhadrachalam Area
Hospital from Charla man-
dal for a scan was allegedly
advised to get a scan done
quickly at a private hospi-
tal, saying that she would
not get proper services at
the hospital and that there
would be delays. As a result,
the woman went to the pri-
vate hospital and paid a
large amount of money to
get the tests done.

There are frequent allega-
tions that doctors who are
supposed to strengthen gov-
ernment hospital services
while drawing lakhs of
rupees from the government
are sending patients to pri-
vate hospitals.

Telangana/South

Hanging flex banner
sparks safety concerns

Kothakota, Wanaparthy
District, July 27: A flex
banner installed on a
streetlight pole along the
divider of Kurnool Road in
Kothakota town has
become a potential safety
hazard, causing concern
among motorists and
pedestrians. The banner is
reportedly hanging loosely
and swaying heavily

Coordinated efforts urged to
prevent monsoon diseases.

MANCHERIAL, July 27,
TSIT : District Medical
and Health Officer Dr.
Narender Rathod has
directed medical officers
to take coordinated pre-
ventive measures against
monsoon-related diseas-
es.At a review meeting
on Monday, he stressed
punctuality among doc-
tors and health staff, reg-
ular village visits by
ASHA workers, sanita-
tion measures to prevent
mosquito-borne diseases
and health camps in
remote areas. He also
called for 100% registra-
tion of pregnant women,
identification of high-

risk pregnancies, tuber-
culosis screening and
vaccination data updates
on the U-WIN portal.

He directed officials to
screen people above 30
for diabetes and hyper-

Pallavi School hosts
CBSE chess meet

Hyderabad, July 27: Pallavi
Model School, Boduppal, on
Monday inaugurated the South
Zone CBSE (SZ-1) Boys Chess
Championship-2026, bringing
together 846 players from 212
CBSE schools across
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry.
The four-day championship,
being held from July 27 to 30,
was inaugurated by FIDE
Woman Grandmaster Bodda
Pratyusha in the presence of
Director  Sushil ~Kumar,

Principal T. Tanuja and
International ~ Arbiter R.
Chandramouli. Bodda
Pratyusha made the ceremoni-
al first move and encouraged
participants to compete with
confidence, discipline and
sportsmanship.Speaking on the
occasion, Sushil Kumar said
chess helps develop analytical
thinking, patience and deci-
sion-making skills. Principal T.
Tanuja welcomed the partici-
pants and wished them success
in the tournament.

tension, ensure availabil-
ity of medicines and ORS,
and strengthen mental
health awareness pro-
grammes in schools
under the Tele-MANAS
initiative.

whenever strong winds
blow, creating fear of pos-
sible accidents.

According to local resi-
dents, the ropes securing
the flex banner have
become loose, leaving it
dangling from the street-
light pole. They warned
that during periods of
strong wind, the banner
could fall onto the road-
way, distract drivers, or
obstruct traffic, increasing
the risk of accidents. Two-
wheeler riders are consid-
ered particularly vulnera-
ble to such hazards.

Residents  expressed
concern that the busy
stretch experiences signif-
icant traffic movement
throughout the day, mak-
ing the situation even
more dangerous.

Political Row Over Illegal
Excavation Allegations

Khammam town (TSIT):
Alleging that those who had
earlier levelled false accusa-
tions against him were now
themselves indulging in ille-
gal activities and encourag-
ing mafia operations, for-
mer minister Puvvada Ajay
Kumar launched a sharp
attack on the state govern-
ment.He accused
Agriculture Minister
Tummala Nageswara Rao of
promoting illegal soil and
sand excavation in several
areas of Raghunathapalem
mandal and alleged that a

soil and sand mafia was
operating with his backing.
He demanded stringent
action against illegal min-
ing activities. Refuting
rumours about his health,
Puvvada Ajay Kumar said
false propaganda was being
spread as if something had
happened to him. He assert-
ed that he was "standing tall
like a six-foot cut-out" and
would continue fighting for
the people. He also criticised
the Congress government,
saying the people would
teach it a lesson for its anti-
public policies. Puvvada
Ajay Kumar said he would
continue his political strug-
gle alongside the people
until the BRS, under the
leadership of K.
Chandrashekar Rao (KCR),
returned to power in
Telangana.

Collector inspects Gurukul after
Prajavani complaint

Rajanna Sircilla, July
28: District Collector
Garima Agrawal on
Tuesday conducted a
surprise inspection of
the Chinna Bonala
Social Welfare
Gurukul School with-
in 30 minutes of
receiving a complaint
through the
Prajavani grievance
redressal pro-
gramme.

The Collector inspected
the school's drinking water
supply, food quality, hostel
facilities and sanitation.
She interacted with stu-
dents in the dining hall to
verify whether meals were

being served as per the
prescribed menu and
checked the quality and
expiry dates of rice, pulses,
eggs, cooking oil and other
essential food items. She
also inspected hostel
rooms and toilets and per-
sonally enquired about the

students' con-
cerns.Garima
Agrawal directed
Municipal
Commissioner
Khadeer Pasha to
resolve the drink-
ing water prob-
lem immediately.
Referring to the
recent suspen-
sion of the princi-
pal of the MJP
Boys Gurukul School in
Vemulawada over defi-
ciencies, she warned that
strict action would be
taken against the Chinna
Bonala Gurukul School
authorities if negligence
was found.

Students should become job creators:
KU Vice Chancellor

Warangal, July 27 (TSIT):
"Students should become
job creators rather than
job seekers and contribute
to the nation's economic
growth," said Kakatiya
University (KU) Vice
Chancellor Prof. K. Pratap
Reddy. Speaking at the
Entrepreneurship and
Startup Induction
Programme organized by
Kakatiya University
K-Hub in association with
Telangana's T-Hub under
the MoU signed between
the two institutions, Prof.
Pratap Reddy encouraged
students to dream big, uti-
lize government opportu-
nities, and pursue innova-
tion with determination.
He said the initiative
would provide nearly 3,000
students with mentoring
and startup support

Don't ignore hepatitis, warn doctors

Siddipet, July 26: The Sri
Sathya Sai Young Wing,
under the guidance of
the Bhagawan  Sri
Sathya Sai Seva
Organisation, Siddipet,
organised a tree planta-
tion programme titled
"Prema Taru" (Tree of
Love) at various loca-
tions across the town on
Sunday.

The programme was
conducted in line with
the teachings of
Bhagawan Sri Sathya
Sai Baba, promoting the
values of "Love All -
Serve All" and "Help
Ever - Hurt Never."
Young volunteers plant-
ed saplings to create
awareness about envi-
ronmental conservation
and the importance of
protecting nature.

The organisers said
that "planting a tree is
planting a life," adding

that every sapling con-
tributes to cleaner air,
greener surroundings
and a healthier future
for coming generations.
They urged citizens to

actively participate in
environmental protec-
tion by planting and nur-
turing trees.

The organisers said
such service activities
not only help conserve
the environment but also
inspire the spirit of self-
less service in society.
They appealed to the
public to plant at least
one tree and care for it as
a contribution towards
building a greener and
healthier India.

through T-Hub, expressing
confidence that at least 10
startups would emerge
from the programme.
Every innovative idea has
value, he said, urging stu-
dents to nurture and devel-
op their ideas into success-
ful ventures. Stating that
Kakatiya University is
emerging as a major inno-
vation hub in North
Telangana, the Vice
Chancellor said that the

University is exploring
academic collaboration
with Reutlingen
University, including 4+1
and 3+2 dual-degree pro-
grammes and short-term
student exposure visits.
He further informed that a
second incubation centre
would be established on
the campus under a
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) ini-
tiative. Speaking on the

occasion,

Registrar Prof. V.
Ramachandram urged stu-
dents to leverage the men-
toring, innovation, and
incubation support offered
through K-Hub and T-Hub
to transform their ideas
into successful startups.
T-Hub representative
Sravan Erugula said 400
students were selected
from around 1,700 appli-
cants and would undergo
12-15 training sessions on
entrepreneurship and
startup development, fol-
lowed by continuous men-
toring. Prof. R. Mallikarjun
Reddy, RUSA Nodal
Officer, encouraged stu-
dents to become employers
instead of employees.
Prof. T. Savita Jyotsna,
Director, K-Hub chaired
the programme.

Collector reviews Prajavani,
El Nino preparedness

Mahabubnagar, July 27
(TSIT Bureau): District
Collector Khushboo Gupta
on Monday directed offi-
cials to ensure the speedy
disposal of grievances
received during the week-
ly Prajavani programme
and reviewed the district's
preparedness to tackle pos-
sible drought conditions
due to the anticipated El
Nifio impact.
Accompanied by
Additional Collectors
Madhusudan Naik and

J.L.B. Haripriya, the
Collector heard petitions
submitted by citizens and
instructed officials to scru-
tinise each application,
conduct field verification
wherever required and
ensure timely redressal. A
total of 140 petitions relat-
ingto various departments
were received during the
programme.Later, chair-
ing a coordination meet-
ing, the Collector stressed
the need to prioritise water
conservation works under

the MGNREGS. She said
the district had been
assigned a target of con-
structing 1,400 farm ponds
over the next three months
and directed officials to
identify the remaining
sites, secure approvals and
begin work immediately.
Khushboo Gupta also
instructed officials to
take up the construction
of 83,000 individual soak
pits, borewell recharge
structures and communi-
ty soak pits, with at least
30,000 soak pits to be com-
pleted by October. She
directed all government
departments to install

rainwater harvesting
systems in schools,
Anganwadi centres,

Gram Panchayat build-
ings, health institutions
and other government
offices.
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Congress offers prayers
for temple funds

Vemulawada, July 28:
Congress leaders on
Tuesday offered special
prayers and fulfilled a
Kode Mokku (sacred bull
offering) at the
Bhimeshwara  Swamy
Temple to express grati-
tude for the State
Government's sanction of
an additional Rs.99.40
crore for the development
of the Sri Rajarajeshwara
Swamy Temple.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, party leaders said the
Congress  government
under Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy was giving
top priority to the develop-
ment of the Rajanna
Temple. They said the
newly sanctioned funds,
approved following the
request of Government

Whip and Vemulawada
MILA Aadi Srinivas, would
accelerate ongoing devel-
opment works.

The leaders said the gov-
ernment had earlier allocat-
ed Rs.50 crore in the 2023-24
Budget and Rs.100 crore in
the 2024-25 Budget for the
temple, and the additional
Rs.99.40 crore would further
strengthen the development
of both the temple and
Vemulawada town.

The Town Congress
Party thanked Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy,
Endowments Minister
Konda Surekha, Ministers
Duddilla Sridhar Babu
and Ponnam Prabhakar,
Atluri Lakshman Kumar,
and MLA Aadi Srinivas
for supporting the temple's
development.

3 Employees Promoted at
Rajanna Devasthanam

Vemulawada, july 28: Three
employees of the Sri Raja

Rajeshwara Swamy
Devasthanam in
Vemulawada, Rajanna

Sircilla district, have been
promoted. Executive Officer
(EO) L. Ramadevi issued the
promotion orders and handed
them over to the employees at her
office on Monday. Among those
promoted, Paruvelli Bhanu
Sharma has been appointed as
Chief Priest, Kuragayala Srinivas
as Senior Assistant, and Mekala
Venkatesh as Junior Assistant.On
the occasion, EO L. Ramadevi

explained the responsibilities asso-
ciated with their new positions
and advised the promoted employ-
ees to discharge their duties with
dedication, provide better services
to devotees, and work wholeheart-
edly for the development of the
Devasthanam.

Walkathon held to spread
sarcoma awareness

Hyderabad, July 27: KIMS
Sunshine Hospitals and
the Sunshine Bone &
Joint Institute jointly
organised the “Sarcoma
Steps” Walkathon at
Sanjeevaiah Park on
Monday to create aware-
ness about sarcoma, a
rare cancer that affects
bones and soft tissues
such as muscles, fat, blood
vessels and nerves.

The walkathon was
flagged off by Dr. A.V.
Gurava Reddy, Chairman
of the Sunshine Bone &

Joint Institute and
Managing Director of
KIMS Sunshine Hospitals.
Addressing the partici-
pants, he said sarcoma
accounts for only about
one in every 100 cancer
cases, but the chances of
successful treatment are
significantly higher when
the disease is detected
early. He wa .,,,mmmmm-
mmmmmmmmrned that
delayed diagnosis can
allow the cancer to spread
to other parts of the body,
making treatment more

New Brezza launched in Mahabubnagar

Mahabubnagar, July 27: Sri
Jayarama Motors, an autho-
rised Maruti Suzuki dealer,
launched the new Brezza at
its showroom in
Mahabubnagar on Monday.
The vehicle was unveiled
by Bekkari Ram Reddy, Head
of the Sri Jayarama Group,
along with Mahabubnagar
Mayor Gummala Mamata
and Deputy Mayor M.
Surender Reddy.Speaking on
the occasion, Ram Reddy
highlighted the SUV's fea-
tures, including a new
K-Series turbo engine, rear

AC vents, six airbags, digital
AC controls, a 360-degree
camera, improved suspen-
sion and six colour options.
He said the petrol variant
offers a mileage of 19.96 kmpl.
The ex-showroom price of
the new Brezza ranges from
Rs.7.39 lakh to Rs.11.31 lakh,
and bookings have com-
menced, he announced.
Corporator Prashanth, CEO
Vikram, General Manager
Venugopal Reddy, Cluster
Head Srinivas Goud, com-
pany staff and customers
attended the launch event.
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TN to challenge Madras HC order quashing
johs for Karur stampede victims’ kin

CHENNAI: The Tamil
Nadu government will
approach the Supreme
Court on Tuesday against
the Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court’s order
quashing government job
appointments granted to
the families of those who
died in the Karur rally
stampede, Law Minister R
Nirmalkumar said on

Monday.

Announcing the State’s
decision to challenge the
verdict, the minister said
the government would file
a Special Leave Petition
before the apex court on
Tuesday morning, arguing
that the High Court’s order
had been passed without
hearing those directly
affected by it.

“The beneficiaries who
had already received gov-
ernment  appointment
orders were not impleaded
as respondents in the case.
The court delivered its ver-
dict without giving them
an opportunity to present
their case,” Nirmalkumar
said. He said the State
would contend before the
Supreme Court that the
appointments were set
aside without hearing the
beneficiaries, raising con-
cerns over adherence to
the principles of natural
justice.

According to the minis-
ter, the government con-
siders the omission signifi-
cant as the High Court’s
order directly impacts the
employment and liveli-
hood of the appointees.

CM Vijay to skip Delhi
book event, says Vaiko

CHENNATI: MDMK
general secretary Vaiko
on Monday said Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay
would not attend the
release of his English
book in New Delhi on
August 4, stating that he
had personally advised

the Chief Minister to
skip the event to avoid
crowd management
issues.

Speaking to reporters
after meeting the Chief
Minister at the
Secretariat, Vaiko said
the book, a four-volume

compilation of his
speeches in Parliament
over the past three
decades, would be
released by Leader of
the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi at the
Constitution Club in
New Delhi. He said
Samajwadi Party presi-
dent AKkhilesh Yadav
would receive the first
copy of the book.

"If the Chief Minister
attends the function, it
could attract an uncon-
trollable crowd due to
the enthusiasm of his
supporters. I myself
requested him not to
participate in the Delhi
event, and he accepted
my request," Vaiko
said. He added that
Chief Minister Vijay
had assured him that
he would attend the
release of the Tamil
edition of the book at a
later date.

India orders companies to
drop ‘energy drink’ label from
high-catteine beverages

India has directed manufac-
turers of high-caffeine bever-
ages marketed as "energy
drinks" to stop using the
description, rejecting indus-
try attempts to delay the
move as regulators tighten
rules in one of the world's
fastest-growing  beverage
markets.

The Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) has instructed com-
panies, including PepsiCo,
Red Bull, Monster Beverage,
Reliance Consumer Products
and Hell Energy, to remove
the term "energy drink" and
similar descriptors from
product labels, stating that no
Indian food standards recog-
nise such a category.

According to regulatory
notices, the FSSAI said pro-
motional claims suggesting
these beverages '"vitalize
body and mind" or help over-
come general weakness are
misleading and unsupported
under existing Indian food
regulations.The decision has
triggered concern among bev-
erage manufacturers, who
argue that removing the cat-
egory label could weaken
established brands and affect
sales in a market projected to
reach $1.6 billion by 2028.

At a closed-door meeting
with industry representa-
tives on Friday, FSSAI Chief
Executive Rajit Punhani
reportedly rejected requests
to reconsider the decision
and informed companies that
they could challenge the

order in court if they wished.
Government sources said the
industry ultimately agreed to
comply, with the regulator
granting a 90-day deadline to
implement the labelling
changes.

The Indian Beverage
Association, representing
several major manufactur-
ers, said it remained commit-
ted to complying with regula-
tions while continuing dis-
cussions with the regulator
on science-based policy. In a
confidential letter to the
FSSAI earlier this month, the
association urged authorities
to adopt a consultative
approach, warning that sud-
den regulatory changes could
disrupt business operations,
confuse consumers and
increase litigation.

India's energy drink mar-
ket has witnessed rapid
expansion since PepsiCo
launched its Sting brand in
2017. Affordable pricing and
aggressive marketing have
helped the segment gain pop-
ularity, particularly among
teenagers, young adults and

consumers in rural areas.
Industry estimates indicate
retail sales are expected to
grow at an annual rate of 12.6
per cent through 2028, outpac-
ing growth in the United
States and China.

Health experts have raised
concerns worldwide over
high-caffeine  beverages
because of their caffeine,
sugar and taurine content.
Several countries have intro-
duced stricter regulations,
including age restrictions
and revised product classifi-
cations, citing potential
health risks associated with
excessive  consumption.
Enforcement has already
begun in parts of India.
Authorities in Rajasthan
recently seized thousands of
bottles of Sting, Campa
Energy and Red Bull during
inspections. The state gov-
ernment has also directed
major e-commerce platforms,
including Amazon, Flipkart,
Blinkitand Swiggy Instamart,
to ensure that such products
are no longer marketed as
"energy drinks."

Tamil Nadu
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As per the instructions of the Honble Chief Minister, the Honble Minister for Rural Development and Water Resources inaugurated
and inspected the desilting and restoration works of the Cooum River near Padikuppam in Aminjikarai and Okkiyam Maduvu at
Okkiyam Thoraipakkam, Chennai...

Tamil Nadu: Farmers step up pressure on
Mekedatu, drought at budget meet

CHENNALI With drought
fears looming over the State
amid El Nifio conditions, the
State  government on
Monday concluded the final
round of consultations for
the Agriculture Budget 2026-
27, with farmer organisa-
tions seeking immediate
drought relief, remunera-
tive prices, stronger irriga-
tion measures and a firm

legal stance  against
Karnataka's proposed
Mekedatu dam.

The consultation, organ-
ised by the Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare
Department at the Anna
Centenary Library here,
was attended by Agriculture
Minister R Vinoth, Revenue
and Disaster Management
Minister KA Sengottaiyan,
Water Resources Minister N
Anand, Food and Civil
Supplies  Minister P
Venkataramanan and sev-
eral other ministers, along

with senior bureaucrats,
agricultural scientists, farm-
er producer organisations
and representatives from
allied sectors.

Addressing the gathering,
minister Vinoth said the
Chennai meeting marked
the culmination of an exten-
sive State-wide consultation
process. Four regional con-
sultations had already been
held and suggestions
received from all 38 districts
had been compiled and sub-
mitted to Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay."The

Agriculture Budget will
reflect the needs of every
region. Irrigation, soil and
water conservation, natural
farming, crop insurance,
marketing, livestock, fisher-
ies, dairy development and
agri-based industries will
receive special attention,"
he said. The minister added
the government had set a
foodgrain production target
of 131.36 lakh metric tonnes
for 2026-27 and was pursuing
measures such as expanding
the cultivated area, promot-
ing mechanisation and

encouraging modern farm-
ing technologies to achieve
the goal.He also highlighted
the Rs 134.83 crore kuruvai
special package announced
for Delta and non-Delta dis-
tricts and said crop loans
worth nearly Rs 6,000 crore
had been waived for 14.43
lakh farmers despite the
State's financial constraints.
Warning that El Nino and
low storage in the Mettur
dam could affect cultivation,
Vinoth urged farmers to
enrol in crop insurance at
the earliest. "Farmers expect
fair prices for their produce,
but more importantly, they
want their concerns to be
heard. The government will
also prioritise schemes for
women farmers," he said.
Farmer  organisations
urged the government to fix
procurement prices at Rs
3,500 per quintal for paddy
and Rs 4,500 per tonne for
sugarcane, constitute district-

level price fixation commit-
tees for horticultural crops,
expand crop loan waivers,
restore lakes and tanks,
strengthen cold storage infra-
structure and bring crop
insurance entirely under gov-
ernment administration.

The Mekedatu issue domi-
nated the discussions. Tamil
Nadu All Farmers
Associations coordination
committee president PR
Pandian urged the govern-
ment to pursue only legal
remedies, arguing that fur-
ther political negotiations
with Karnataka would be
inconsistent with the
Supreme Court's position. In
contrast, Federation of
Cauvery Delta Farmers
Association president KV
Elankeeran said the Chief
Minister should engage
directly with his Karnataka
counterpart while continu-
ing legal efforts to protect
Tamil Nadu's water rights.

Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment
Bill, 2026: Stronger Punishment, But Is It Sufticient?

he Public

Examinations

for auditing examination security, set-

(Prevention of Unfair Means)

Amendment Bill, 2026 repre-

sents the Union government’s
latest attempt to restore confidence in
India’s examination system after a
series of controversies involving
paper leaks and organised malprac-
tice. By proposing stricter penalties,
wider liability and faster investiga-
tions, the Bill signals a clear legisla-
tive intent to deter examination fraud.
However, a closer reading suggests
that while the amendments strengthen
the law’s punitive framework, they
leave several institutional and preven-
tive questions unanswered.

At its core, the Bill proceeds on the
assumption that tougher punishments
will discourage organised examina-
tion fraud. Enhanced prison terms,
higher monetary penalties and
expanded liability for examination
agencies, service providers and insti-
tutions are intended to increase the
cost of engaging in malpractice. This
is a legitimate legislative objective,
particularly when examination fraud
increasingly involves sophisticated
criminal networks rather than isolat-
ed acts of cheating.

The amendments also seek to
improve enforcement by prescribing
time-bound investigations and
enabling faster adjudication of offenc-
es. If implemented effectively, these
measures could reduce delays in crim-
inal proceedings and enhance public
confidence that those responsible for
compromising examinations will be
brought to justice.

Yet the Bill raises an important pol-
icy question: Can a credibility crisis
be resolved primarily through stron-
ger criminal sanctions?

Paper leaks are rarely the result of a
single criminal act. They often expose
deeper weaknesses in examination
governance—poor security protocols,

inadequate technological safeguards,
fragmented accountability and weak
institutional oversight. Criminal law
can punish offenders after the event,
but it cannot by itself prevent adminis-
trative failures that create opportuni-
ties for malpractice. From this per-
spective, the Bill appears weighted
more towards deterrence than preven-
tion.For instance, the legislation plac-
es considerable emphasis on penal
consequences but offers limited statu-
tory guidance on minimum security
standards for examination authori-
ties. It does not prescribe mandatory
digital encryption for question paper
transmission, periodic cyber-security
audits, uniform security protocols
across examination agencies or inde-
pendent technical certification of
examination systems. Given the
increasing digitisation of examina-
tions, these preventive measures may
be as important as criminal penalties.

A second concern relates to institu-
tional accountability. While the Bill
expands liability for private entities
involved in examination management,
it is less explicit about administrative
responsibility within public authori-

ties. In many instances, examination
irregularities stem not merely from
criminal conspiracy but also from
lapses in supervision, procurement,
storage or digital security. A stronger
accountability framework for public
officials could complement the Bill’s
penal provisions.

The interests of candidates also
deserve closer legislative attention.
Competitive examinations involve
enormous investments of time, effort
and financial resources by students
and their families. When examina-
tions are cancelled because of system-
ic failures, the consequences extend
far beyond legal prosecution. The law
could have incorporated clearer provi-
sions regarding transparent investiga-
tions, objective criteria for ordering
re-examinations, timely communica-
tion with candidates and mechanisms
to minimise disruption to academic
and recruitment calendars.

The Bill also stops short of creating
an independent oversight architec-
ture. National-level examinations
increasingly affect millions of candi-
dates across multiple States. A dedi-
cated statutory authority responsible

ting national standards and reviewing
systemic failures could strengthen
institutional credibility while reduc-
ing perceptions of executive concen-
tration.That said, the Bill should not
be dismissed as inconsequential.
Organised examination fraud has
become a significant threat to merit-
based recruitment and admissions.
Stronger criminal provisions may
help dismantle criminal networks and
discourage institutional complicity.
They also communicate Parliament’s
resolve to treat examination fraud as
an offence against public trust rather
than merely an act of individual mis-
conduct.

Ultimately, however, the success of
the legislation will depend less on the
severity of punishment than on the
quality of implementation. Effective
enforcement requires secure technol-
ogy, professional examination man-
agement, transparent procedures,
institutional accountability and con-
tinuous oversight. Criminal sanctions
constitute one pillar of reform, but
they cannot substitute for administra-
tive competence.

The larger challenge before policy-
makers is therefore not only to pun-
ish paper leaks but to build examina-
tion systems in which such leaks
become increasingly difficult to
occur. If the Amendment Bill is
viewed as one component of a broader
programme of examination reform, it
can make a meaningful contribution.
If it is treated as the principal solu-
tion to a structural governance prob-
lem, its impact is likely to remain
limited. In that sense, the Bill repre-
sents an important but incomplete
legislative response. It strengthens
the consequences of failure but leaves
considerable scope for strengthening
the systems that prevent failure in
the first place.
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EDITORIAL

In An Al-Anchored
World Order, Tech

Capital Alone Can't
Price Our Future

Last year, multinational company Nvidia's market value
became $5 trillion, which is bigger than the annual produc-
tion size of most major global economies at this point. At
about the same time, the world's biggest tech companies
announced investment plans that may total more than a
trillion dollars over the next few years, much of which will
be focused on building infrastructure for Al, data centres,
and advanced computing systems. Al-led investments are
guiding a new trend in the world stock market trends and
across major economies - while sucking out capital from
emerging market economies and other sectors.

This is proof of a new revolution in technology-led capital
investment that has caused the emergence of what is an Al-
anchored world order. There are issues with this trend, of
course. Commitment to Al-led investment is growing, but
there is limited evidence of widespread productivity gains
in/across these firms - which we explained earlier in terms
of the formation of a tech-fueled mania or bubble. Goldman
Sachs estimates that cumulative capital expenditure by the
world's largest hyperscalers could exceed $1.1 trillion over
the coming years, while Morgan Stanley projects nearly
$2.9 trillion in global data-centre spending through 2028.
Broader Al-related investment is expected to surpass $1.6
trillion over the same period, extending far beyond soft-
ware into semiconductors, cloud infrastructure, electricity
networks, and specialised computing systems. While all
major companies are blindly betting on big investments in
Al (stock) markets have been signaling other companies to
follow trend and governments - some of which hardly
understand Al at all, are rethinking their industrial poli-
cies and growth-strategies around it. This is troubling-and
a trend too well seen in economic history before where the
history of economic change through investment pledges
made are rarely as apparent as the financial optimism
often seen around it. There is of course a few countries ben-
efiting from this pivot to an Al-led world order. Nations
with their stack of industries promoting Al benefit while
others lose out. US and China with their foundational AT
models; South Korea, Taiwan with their chip-manufactur-
ing industrial strength, and, Israel and Japan with their
skilled capital beneficial for Al-investments are obvious
gainers. For others, like Europe, India, Brazil, Philippines,
South Africa etc. see muted benefits. The potential for com-
mercial returns from Al is not yet clear in these countries
or in other EMESs which are seeing a greater amount of for-
eign capital move out as well. In Al-companies too, the pro-
ductivity gain verdict isn't fully out. OpenAl's own fore-
casts reportedly predict that it will suffer cumulative losses
of more than $140 billion from 2024 to 2029. The price of
advancing the technological frontier is continuing to
increase rapidly throughout the industry. According to
industry estimates, the incremental improvements in lan-
guage models will be increasingly expensive in terms of
computing power, energy usage and capital expenditure.
The economics of Al is starting to look more like massive
infrastructure initiatives than software. Meanwhile, there
is less dramatic evidence from the workplace than the mar-
ket valuations may indicate.

As usual, US President
Donald Trump has pulled
another cracker from his hat.
In a surprise move, the US
Department of Energy
announced that the US and
Saudi Arabia had reached an
agreement on a thirty-year
civil nuclear deal, also called
the '123 Agreement', which, as
is typical of this administra-
tion, lauds the "great access"
given to US companies to the
Saudi nuclear energy pro-
gramme, the benefits for
American industry and
workers, President Trump's
vision, and so on. All stan-
dard issues on most US gov-
ernment  announcements
now. Almost as a footnote, it
also says the agreement will
meet Saudi energy needs.
What would puzzle most peo-
ple is the timing. After all, the
proposal has been in the
pipeline for years - it was
there even during Trump's
first term. For the Saudis,
this is a big win. But it is
going to lead to a lot more
anxiety in the region with
possible developments. Not
Just A 1-2-3 First, the '123
agreement' itself. It gets its
name from a US Energy Act
section that allows peaceful
nuclear cooperation with
other countries. The US has
some 26 such agreements in
force with various nations to
allow the transfer of nuclear
material or equipment and
facilitate technical
exchanges, scientific
research, and safeguards dis-
cussions. These agreements
are tied to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT)' and require
strong non-proliferation
agreements on the ground,
with safeguards agreements
and oversight by the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA). Though,
however strong the over-
sight, there is already strong
opposition from both
Republicans and Democrats
towards encouraging the
development of a technology
that everyone agrees is dual-
use. Early reports had indi-

Edit

cated that there might be a
two-year study to assess the
viability of local enrichment.
But for now, it appears that
there are no such plans, with
some talk of a 'black-box' facil-
ity that would allow the US to
enrich uranium in Saudi
Arabia under its control.
Though it is impossible that
the deal would not have been
discussed with Israel first,
Tel Aviv will certainly do all
it can to prevent enrichment
inside Saudi Arabia. The
Directive From The
President The argument for
the deal is that it is rooted in
the Presidents Executive
Order 14299, which declares
that the US "faces a critical
national security imperative
to ensure a resilient, secure,
and reliable energy supply
for critical defense facilities",
including for computing
infrastructure for artificial
intelligence (AI) needs and
national laboratories, all of
which demands "reliable,
high-density power sources
that cannot be disrupted by
external threats or grid fail-
ures". Al facilities like data
centres are to be created in 48

states, which require
advanced nuclear facilities,
this time with the involve-
ment of the private sector. All
this also requires a lot of
money. The last bit of the
agreement then says, "The
Secretary of Energy shall
aggressively pursue at least
20 new 123 Agreements by the
close of the 120th Congress to
enable the United States
nuclear industry to access
new markets in partner coun-
tries." That's where the
Saudis come in. The reactor
business is big money.
Estimates note that the
nuclear construction indus-
try is likely to be more than
$70 billion by 2030, on the
back of not just Al require-
ments but also a marked shift
towards renewables. A
Political Twist Then again,
nothing in the Trump admin-
istration is ever that simple.
A day later, Trump posted on
Truth Social that the deal was
‘totally tied' to Saudis joining
the Abraham Accords, which
essentially means recognis-
ing Israel. The accords are
meant to encourage "efforts to
promote interfaith and inter-

cultural dialogue to advance
a culture of peace among the
three Abrahamic religions
and all humanity" and allow
for peace in a long-troubled
region. Essentially, the whole
thing revolves around not
just giving Tel Aviv the legal
recognition it craves but also
learning to live with its
nuclear capabilities. So far,
only the UAE, Bahrain, and
Morocco have signed on to
the accords. Sudan has joined
in, too, though its position is
still at an uncertain stage.
There is, of course,
Kazakhstan, which has recog-
nised Israel since the 1990s.
The assumption is that the
Middle East's stability
depends on what the Saudis
do. But that argument is a bit
overrated. True, its position
as being the guardian of the
holy sites accords the
Kingdom great significance.
But with countries such as
Iraq - which recently crimi-
nalised contact with Israel -
and Syria and the
Palestinians, whose Kkey
demand for a homeland is to
be set aside under the US
plan, expecting Saudi Arabia

HYDERABAD
TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2026

@ info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Trump's Nuclear 'Gift' To Saudi Arabia
Could Haunt Middle East For Years

to be the node for stability
might be unrealistic.
Washington, however, recog-
nises something that has long
been brushed under the car-
pet. For Saudi Arabia, the
main danger comes from
Iran, not Israel. In fact, Saudi
Arabia and Israel have long
cooperated in clandestine
intelligence-sharing activi-
ties. The Saudis have also
actively encouraged allies
such as Bahrain in recognis-
ing Israel and have allowed
overflights as well. But the
main point here is the timing.
Right when Palestinians are
being bombed and strafed, a
Saudi recognition for Israel is
politically risky. In other
words, this will probably
remain a 'can-do' aspect of the
deal rather than a critical
stumbling block - for the
moment, at least. The Real
Saudi Motives There's anoth-
er aspect to timing. The
nuclear deal itself provides a
valuable boost to the Saudis
at a time when their position
vis-a-vis Iran has been shaky.
True, typical of Trump, it falls
well short of the Mutual
Defense Treaty that the Joe

Biden administration had
proposed for the US and
Saudi Arabia. Washington,
after all, is no longer in the
protection business.
Meanwhile, it is not that the
Saudis haven't been looking
for alternative  energy
options. An important aspect
of 'Vision 2030' envisaged by
Crown Prince Mohammed
Bin Salman is ending what he
called over-reliance on oil
and shifting to alternative
sources of energy, including
wind and nuclear power. He
has also solidly backed the
need to find alternative
sources of income as he leads
the country into a modern
age. Massive data centres are
being planned, which, in
turn, need huge energy sup-
plies. Technically, that
should not be a problem for
an oilrich country. But, as
experts note, the Kingdom
has recorded a deficit in all
but one year in the last
decade. Apparently, oil,
accounting for 40% of Saudi
Arabia's GDP, is simply not
enough. Besides, oil saved is
more oil sold. Nuclear energy
for domestic use thus makes
sound sense. Even so, there
are problems ahead, all of
which are pertinent to India.
First, even tinkering with the
Pandora's box of nuclear pro-
liferation is dangerous. It is
not just that the Saudis have
nuclear ambitions - after all,
they were the ones who had
virtually financed Pakistan's
nuclear programme. The fact
is that Saudi Arabia also has
large reserves of uranium.
On paper, at least, the Saudis,
with some Pakistani help,
could start their own nuclear
programme. That, in turn,
will set off a chain reaction
across the region, with coun-
tries like Turkey, with a
solid industrial base and a
strong missile capability,
getting emboldened to act on
their long-decided wish to
obtain nukes. Notably,
Turkey was an important
node in the infamous Abdul
Qadir Khan proliferation
network in the 1990s.

THERE SHOULD

BE A MOVEMENT

AGAINST OBSCENITY TOO

- Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

Entertainment is both a mir-
ror and a guide for society.
The Ilanguage, behavior,
thinking, and social culture
of a society are gradually
influenced by the kind of
entertainment it consumes.
Therefore, the question of
whether we are willing to
accept everything in the
name of entertainment has
become more relevant today
than ever before. The outcry
against the obscene dances,
songs, and videos performed
by female dancers at the plat-
form of Meham Chaubisi in
Rohtak district, Haryana, is
not merely a local incident. It
reflects a broader concern felt
by a large section of the coun-
try. But if this movement
remains confined to forums
and public events, it will like-
ly be an incomplete move-
ment. What is needed today is
to discuss every form of
obscenity equally—whether
it occurs on stage, social
media, or OTT platforms.
The digital revolution has
democratized entertainment.
Now everyone is not just a
spectator, but also a creator.
Mobile cameras and the
internet have given millions
the opportunity to showcase
their talent. This has brought
about many positive changes.
But it has also led to a compe-
tition in which provocative
content is prioritized for the
sake of more views, more
likes, and more revenue. The
result is that vulgarity, sensa-
tionalism, and obscenity
often go viral more than tal-
ent.

Today, videos featuring vul-
gar dialogue, double-mean-
ing lyrics, provocative
dances, and abusive language
are readily available on

many social media platforms.
Furthermore, these videos
often reach millions of people
automatically due to algo-
rithms. If content is viewed
more, platforms distribute it
to even more people. In this
system, popularity becomes
more important than quality.
OTT platforms have given a
new direction to the Indian
entertainment industry.
Many excellent films, web
series, and documentaries
have emerged through these
platforms. Therefore, it
would be unfair to single-
handedly blame OTT. The
problem arises when some
producers use excessive
nudity, profanity, and vio-
lence beyond the story's
requirements simply to
attract audiences. It often
seems that if a web series
lacks sufficient profanity,
provocative scenes, or exces-
sive violence, it will not be
considered successful. This
trend demands serious con-
sideration.

It's often argued that such
content is age-limited and not
intended for family viewing.
However, the reality is differ-
ent. Most children and ado-
lescents in India use mobile
phones. Age verification sys-
tems are limited and often
merely formal. Parents can-
not constantly monitor what
their children are viewing.
Therefore, simply posting
warnings is not a sufficient
solution. Psychologists have
been pointing out for years
that a person's personality
develops rapidly during
childhood and adolescence.
Language, behavior, under-
standing of relationships, and
social sensitivity are influ-
enced by the environment
around them. Digital content
has also become a part of that

environment. This doesn't
mean that every child will
become like a child after
watching a video, but it's also
not fair to assume that con-
tent has no impact. Family,
school, friends, society, and
digital media—all play a role
in personality development.
It should also be noted that
the definition of obscenity is
not the same in every society
or at every time. Art, litera-
ture, and cinema should be
allowed the freedom to dis-
cuss difficult topics and
reflect social reality.
Freedom of expression is a
vital right in a democracy.
Therefore, the tendency to
ban any idea merely on the
basis of disagreement is also
inappropriate. However,
there is a clear distinction
between freedom of expres-
sion and deliberately serving
provocative content for com-
mercial gain. This balance is
of paramount importance.
The problem isn't just with
content creators. Viewers are
also part of this entire sys-
tem. If obscene or sensational
content receives millions of
views, the market will move
in that direction. Therefore,
society must also introspect
about the type of content it is
promoting. Protests alone
won't bring about change;
viewing habits also need to
change. The government's
role is also crucial.
Censorship should be a last
resort in any democratic sys-
tem, but measures such as
child safety, clear age classifi-
cation, effective parental con-
trols, grievance redressal
mechanisms, and transpar-
ent regulation can be serious-
ly addressed. Digital plat-
forms also have a social
responsibility to operate not
solely based on profit, but

also considering their impact
on society.

Digital literacy in schools has
become the need of the hour.
Children must be taught that
not all content available on
the internet is suitable for
them. They need to be educat-
ed about critical thinking,
responsible digital behavior,
and online safety. Parents
must also increase communi-
cation with their children.
Simply taking away their
mobile phone is not the solu-
tion; proper guidance and an
environment of trust may be
more effective.

If society opposes vulgar
dance on public platforms, it
should also show equal sensi-
tivity to similar content avail-
able on social media and OTT
platforms. Protests should
not be selective. Protecting
culture cannot be limited to
community gatherings, fairs,
or events; today, its biggest
test is taking place in the dig-
ital world.

We also need to understand
that healthy entertainment
doesn't have to mean boring
entertainment. India's art,
music, theater, cinema, and
folk traditions are rich.
Excellent entertainment and
social responsibility can go
hand in hand. Numerous
films, web series, and pro-
grams prove that audiences
can be won over without vul-
garity. Keeping the new gen-
eration away from modern
technology is neither possible
nor necessary. What's needed
is to teach them how to use
technology judiciously. If we
want our young generation to
become sensitive, creative,
and responsible citizens in
the years to come, we must
engage in serious social dia-
logue about the changing
nature of entertainment.

Movements, Leadership, and Democracy:
Searching for Truth Among Questions

- Dr. Satyavan Saurabh

Democracy is not driven
solely by elections, but also
by the active participation,
dialogue, dissent, and
accountability of citizens. In
any democratic system,
movements are a vehicle for
social consciousness. They
hold power to account, give
voice to public suffering,
and pave the way for policy
reforms. But history also
shows that not every move-
ment is inherently sacred,
nor is it beyond suspicion. If
serious questions arise
about a movement's objec-
tives, leadership, funding
sources, organizational
structure, and functioning,
they must be answered with
democratic transparency.
Similarly, allegations made
against a movement must be
evaluated based on evi-
dence, not merely political
assumptions. In recent
years, numerous move-
ments in India have influ-
enced national discourse.
Examples include the farm-
ers' movement, protests
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act, move-
ments against alleged irreg-
ularities in various recruit-
ment examinations, and
numerous  youth-related
campaigns. These move-
ments have made it clear
that the country's youth are
vocal about their rights and
future. Furthermore, they
have raised the question
that the legitimacy of a mass
movement is determined
not only by its objectives,
but also by the transparency
and accountability of its con-
duct. When a new face sud-
denly emerges on the nation-
al stage, gains immense pop-
ularity on social media in a

short time, or appears to be
leading a major movement,
curiosity naturally arises.
People want to know about
their life, background, ideo-
logical journey, financial
sources, and organizational
capabilities. This curiosity
is not unreasonable in a
democracy. It is also natural
to expect public accountabil-
ity from those active in pub-
lic life. But there is a clear
line between curiosity and
accusation. Asking ques-
tions is a democratic right,
while jumping to conclu-
sions without evidence is
contrary to democratic pru-
dence. Today, social media
has transformed the nature
of politics. Popularity used
to be achieved through years
of struggle; now, reaching
millions and even billions of
people can sometimes hap-
pen in a matter of days.
Algorithms, viral content,
media coverage, supporter
campaigns, advertising, and
digital networks can rapidly
expand a person's reach.
Therefore, it's inappropriate
to conclude a conspiracy
based solely on the number
of followers. On the other
hand, if a digital campaign
shows signs of artificial
propaganda, bot networks,
or opaque resources, inde-
pendent investigations
should be part of a democrat-
ic system. In a democracy,
the success of a movement
isn't measured solely by the
size of the crowd. Sometimes
small movements can lead to
significant change, and
sometimes even large
crowds fail to leave a lasting
impact. However, if a move-
ment results in violence,
damage to public property,
clashes between police and
protesters, or incidents of

provocation, an impartial
investigation becomes nec-
essary. It's equally impor-
tant to identify the culprits
based on individual respon-
sibility, rather than painting
the entire movement or soci-
ety as one. The Indian
Constitution grants citizens
the right to peaceful protest.
It also places an obligation
on the state to maintain law
and order. Therefore, in a
democracy, both move-
ments and administration
are tested. If a movement
turns violent, its moral foun-
dation is weakened. If the
administration uses exces-
sive force, its legitimacy is
questioned. Balance is the
hallmark of democracy. The
involvement of political par-
ties in protests is a long-
standing tradition in Indian
politics. The opposition's
role is not only to debate in
Parliament, but also to go
among the public and
oppose the government's
policies. Similarly, the rul-
ing party's responsibility is
not merely to dismiss
protests as political conspir-
acies, but also to offer solu-
tions to the public's genuine
concerns. In a democracy,
both a healthy opposition
and a responsive govern-
ment are equally essential.
The question of transparen-
cy regarding the financial
sources of movements is
also crucial. Longterm
protests, platforms, publici-
ty, transportation, food, and
other arrangements require
resources. Therefore, it is
not unreasonable to expect
organizers of large move-
ments to be transparent
about their financial
sources. Similarly, if an
organization is accused of
foreign funding or other ille-

gal financial assistance, its
resolution should be based
solely on legal investigation
and judicial process. In a
democracy, accusations and
evidence are not synony-
mous. India's youth today
face numerous challenges.
Allegations of irregularities
in competitive exams,
delays in recruitment
processes, unemployment,
and uncertainty about the
future fuel discontent
among youth. If these real
problems are not addressed
in a timely manner, any
movement can garner wide-
spread support. Therefore,
the best response for govern-
ments is not to suppress
movements, but to address
the underlying causes that
underlie them. Meanwhile,
the responsibility of the pro-
testers is no less. If the move-
ment is about a specific
issue, its focus should
remain on that issue. If vari-
ous unrelated political or
ideological agendas become
involved, it is natural for
confusion to arise among
ordinary citizens. This is
why the credibility of any
mass movement is built on
its discipline, clear purpose,
and peaceful nature. India's
democracy has gone
through many ups and
downs. This country has
witnessed both the
Emergency and peaceful
mass movements.
Therefore, the path to
strengthening democracy
lies neither in blind support
nor blind opposition. The
power of democracy lies in
critical thinking. Citizens
should question both the
government and the protest-
ers. The media should also
investigate both sides with
equal seriousness.
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THINK Gas Swiftly Restores City
Gas Supply After Pipeline Damage

Company Urges ‘Dial Before You Dig’ Awareness for Safety

Highlights
B A city gas pipeline laid by THINK
Gas (formerly AG&P Pratham) was
damaged during un-intimated excavation
work carried out for Electrical Pole
installation work Near Bite and Sip Cafe,
Sri Nagar colony, Anantapur.

Anantapur, 27 June 2026:
A city gas pipeline laid by
THINK Gas (formerly
AG&P Pratham) was dam-
aged during un-intimated
excavation work carried
out for Electrical Pole
installation work Near
Bite and Sip Cafe, Sri
Nagar colony, Anantapur.
The THINK Gas emer-
gency response team
acted promptly by isolat-
ing the affected section
and restoring the gas sup-
ply within a short time,
ensuring public safety
and minimizing incon-
venience to residents.

THINK Gas has estab-
lished a robust pipeline
infrastructure in
Anantapur district to sup-
ply Piped Natural Gas
(PNG) for households and
Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) for transport users.
Despite the presence of
visible route markers,
cautionary signage, and
emergency contact boards
along the pipeline route,

the contractor involved in
the excavation failed to
notify THINK Gas before
starting work and did not
submit any post-incident
report.

As per government regu-
lations, any third-party
planning to carry out
excavation work must
inform the City Municipal
authorities or the City
Gas Distribution compa-
ny through the ‘Dial
Before You Dig’ contact
number. The incident
occurred without prior
intimation to the compa-
ny, prompting THINK

Gas to file an official com-
plaint against the party
responsible. As per the
current legal provisions
under IPC Sections 285
and 336, such unautho-
rized damage constitutes
an offense punishable by
imprisonment of up to 3
years and a fine of up to
?25 crores.

THINK Gas urges all con-
tractors, agencies, and
individuals to comply
with this safety require-
ment. The toll-free num-
ber to contact THINK Gas
before any digging activi-
ty is 1800 2022 999.

Business

The price of oil has fallen
sharply on hopes that a
pause in attacks between
the US and Iran could help
to de-escalate the conflict.
Brent crude, the global
benchmark for oil, sank
more than 9% to $87.59 a
barrel at one point, mark-
ing a sharp turnaround
from last week when it had
risen above $100. The fall
came after the US ambassa-
dor to the UN said attacks
on Iran had been halted for
a second night in a row to
give "talks some space". An
Iranian army spokesper-
son said on Sunday that
Tehran had halted "retalia-
tory" attacks in the region
in response. The outbreak
of the Iran war triggered a
sharp rise in oil prices as
the conflict led to the effec-
tive closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, a key shipping
route which usually car-
ries about 20% of the

world's oil and liquefied
natural gas (LNG). When

Iran and the US signed a
memorandum of under-
standing in June to halt
military operations and
reopen the strait, the price
of oil fell back to pre-war
levels of around $70 a bar-
rel. However, the collapse
of the ceasefire earlier this
month reignited fears over
global energy supplies and
pushed the oil price back
up. Last week it hit $100 a
barrel for the first time
since May, with added con-
cerns coming after Houthi

militia in Yemen attacked
oil tankers in the Red Sea,
threatening a key export
route that Saudi Arabia
had used to bypass the
Strait of Hormuz. By
Monday afternoon, the
price of Brent stood at
$90.60 a barrel, down more
than 6% for the day.
Susannah Streeter, chief
investment strategist at
Wealth Club, said markets
were remaining "cautious
given the twists and turns
during this conflict".
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OIL PRICE DIVES AS US AND
IRAN PAUSE ATTACKS

Highlights

E THE PRICE OF
OIL HAS FALLEN
SHARPLY ON HOPES
THAT A PAUSE IN
ATTACKS BETWEEN
THE US AND IRAN
COULD HELP TO
DE-ESCALATE THE
CONFLICT.

Despite the sharp fall in
crude, "there is still signifi-
cant uncertainty baked
into these prices and a reti-
cence about whether nego-
tiations will lead to a last-
ing breakthrough," she
added. The conflict
between the US and Iran -
and its impact on oil - has
pushed up the cost of fuel
such as petrol and diesel in
many countries. This often
has knock-on effects on
other prices, such as food,
as businesses pass on the

higher costs they are fac-
ing to customers, and this
can push up the rate of
inflation. Higher inflation
raises the possibility that
central banks will increase
interest rates in an attempt
to keep price rises under
control. In June, the
European Central Bank
opted to lift its key interest
rate for the eurozone for
the first time in almost
three years, noting that the
conflict was "generating
inflation pressures".
Before the Iran war began,
there had been expecta-
tions that the Bank of
England would cut rates
this year. However, no cuts
are now expected and
financial markets are cur-
rently predicting a rate
rise towards the end of the
year. The Bank of England
holds its latest interest
rate-setting meeting this
week, when it is expected
to Kkeep its Kkey rate
unchanged at 3.75%.

Jawa Yezdi Motorcycles and Indian Army come together for
Shaurya Vijay Yatra, Culminating at Dras on Kargil Vijay Diwas

Dras, 27 July 2026: Jawa
Yezdi Motorcycles'
Shaurya Vijay Yatra,
organised in partnership
with the Indian Army, cul-
minated at the Kargil War
Memorial in Dras on
Kargil Vijay Diwas, com-
pleting a 1,900-km journey
that began at the National
War Memorial in New
Delhi. Bringing together
serving and retired
defence personnel, Veer
Naris, families of martyrs
and civilian riders, the
expedition paid homage to
the valour, dedication and
supreme sacrifice of the
heroes of the 1999 Kargil
War. A defining moment of
the expedition was the cer-
emonial carriage of sacred
soil from the National War
Memorial to the Kargil
War Memorial, symboli-
cally connecting genera-
tions of Indian soldiers
whose unwavering com-
mitment continues to safe-
guard the nation's free-
dom. Travelling through
the rugged terrains of
Himachal Pradesh and
Ladakh, participants paid
respects at key military
landmarks including
Chandimandir, Rezang La
and the Leh War Memorial
before arriving in Dras.
The journey served not
only as a memorial ride
but also as a reminder of
the enduring legacy of
India's armed forces and

the values they embody.
Since its inception in 2021,
the ride conceptualised by
Jawa Yezdi motorcycles
has sought to carry the sto-
ries of India's soldiers
beyond military circles
and into public conscious-
ness. By bringing together
members of the riding
community, serving per-
sonnel, veterans, Veer
Naris and families of mar-
tyrs, the initiative has
evolved into a unique civil-
military movement dedi-
cated to preserving the
spirit of courage, duty and
selfless service for future
generations. This year's
expedition was flagged off

by Defence Minister Shri
Rajnath Singh and attend-
ed by senior military offi-
cials, veterans and invited
guests, underscoring the
significance of the initia-
tive and its growing role in
fostering public remem-
brance. The expedition
was completed aboard a
fleet of Jawa and Yezdi
motorcycles, including the
Jawa 350, Jawa 42, Jawa 42
FJ, Yezdi Adventure and
Yezdi Scrambler.
Traversing high-altitude
passes, challenging moun-
tain routes and some of
India's most significant
military landmarks, the
motorcycles enabled rid-

ers to undertake a demand-
ing journey befitting the
spirit of the occasion.
Anupam Thareja, Co-
founder, Classic Legends,
said:

"The Shaurya Vijay Yatra
is our way of ensuring that
the stories of India's brave-
hearts continue to inspire
future generations. From
the National War
Memorial to Dras, every
kilometre of this journey
was dedicated to honour-
ing those who gave every-
thing for the nation. We
are proud to undertake
this tribute alongside the
Indian Army and the
wider riding community.

By bringing together serv-
ing and retired defence
personnel, Veer Naris and
civilian riders, we hope to
ensure that the values of
courage, service and
national pride continue to
resonate across genera-
tions." As riders gathered
at the Kargil War
Memorial on Kargil Vijay
Diwas, the Shaurya Vijay
Yatra reaffirmed its endur-
ing purpose—to ensure
that the legacy of India's
fallen heroes continues to
inspire citizens across gen-
erations and that the spirit
of Kargil remains etched
in the nation's collective
memory.

BOB DATA LEAK: BANK CONFIRMS
EMPLOYEE EMAIL HACK; SAYS
CORE SYSTEM UNCOMPROMISED

State-run Bank of Baroda
has acknowledged a
cybersecurity incident
after reports emerged that
customer data and inter-

nal documents were
leaked on the dark web.
The lender, however,

maintained that its core
banking systems remain
secure and uncompro-
mised. In a statement, the
bank said the incident
involved the compromise
of an employee's email
account and not its core
banking infrastructure.
"Bank of Baroda has
robust information secu-
rity protocols in place.
The incident involved the
compromise of an employ-
ee's email. The matter was
identified promptly, nec-
essary action has been ini-
tiated, the core banking
system remains uncom-
promised, and a forensic
review has been
launched," the bank said.
The clarification comes
after multiple media
reports said that customer
data and internal records
linked to the bank had
appeared on the dark web,
citing a source familiar
with the matter and cyber-

security researcher
Srikanth L, founder of
Cashless Consumer.

According to Reuters, the
leaked cache allegedly

contains customer infor-
mation, identity docu-
ments, loan-related papers
and internal audit
records. Preliminary indi-
cations suggest the breach
originated from a compro-
mised email system
rather than the bank's
core infrastructure, a
source familiar with the
matter told Reuters. The
data reportedly surfaced
on a dark web market-
place on Saturday night
and was advertised as a
package exceeding 700 GB,
based on metadata analy-
sis conducted by Srikanth
L. Bank of Baroda has ini-
tiated a forensic audit to
determine the scope and
impact of the incident.
However, it remains
unclear how many cus-

tomers, if any, may have
been affected. The bank
has not disclosed details
of the investigation or
notified stock exchanges
of the incident. The inci-
dent adds to a growing list
of cybersecurity breaches
affecting major Indian
companies and critical
institutions. According to
Reuters, in June, a cyber-
attack on Apple supplier
Tata Electronics resulted
in confidential component
design and specification
documents linked to
Apple and Tesla being
leaked on the dark web,
Reuters reported. Earlier
this month, ransomware
group World Leaks also
published files allegedly
related to India's largest
nuclear power plant.

mPokket announces Naveen Polishetty as brand ambassador
with the brand film 'mPokket Ante Non-Stop Growth'

India, 27 July 2026:mPokket,
one of India's leading digital
lending platforms, has offi-
cially unveiled its latest
brand campaign titled
'mPokket Ante Non-Stop
Growth'. The campaign fea-
tures Telugu actor and self
made star Naveen
Polishetty as the brand
ambassador. Developed by
the creative agency Social
Panga, the campaign com-
prises a 35-second master
film and two 20-second
cohort films, all centred
around a single, sharp idea:
life shouldn't be one long
audition. Unlike conven-
tional celebrity endorse-
ments, this campaign flips
the script by drawing direct-
ly from Naveen's own jour-
ney. A Hyderabad-born
engineering graduate,
Naveen attended more than
a thousand auditions and
faced repeated rejections
before his breakthrough.
Today he is one of the
biggest names in Telugu cin-
ema, with a run of hit films
behind him and a fan follow-
ing that keeps growing. His
rise was never one big
moment. It was many small
steps forward, each one
earned, which is the same

non-stop growth mPokket
wants to back for young
India. The campaign uses
his story of resilience and
self-belief to send a powerful
message to India's youth:
while Naveen had to con-
stantly prove himselfto geta
chance, mPokket users
shouldn't have to. Through
this campaign, mPokket
positions itself as the credit
partner that backs India's
young dreamers without
demanding endless valida-
tion, bridging the gap
between talent and opportu-
nity. The films bring this
idea alive through a high-
energy, character-led treat-
ment. In the first cohort
film, a young professional

realises that the real barrier
holding him back is lack of
credit access, not lack of
ambition. In the second, a
single mPokket interaction
turns a young woman's
dream of owning a beauty
parlour from wishful think-
ing into real possibility. At
the centre is the master
film, which turns Naveen's
personal journey into a larg-
er cultural statement.
Drawing on his years of
rejection before the indus-
try finally backed him, the
film builds to a clear mes-
sage: talent, ambition and
hard work should not have
to wait for endless valida-
tion. Just as Naveen eventu-
ally found people who

believed in him, mPokket
positions itself as the part-
ner that backs potential
when the world is still ask-
ing for proof. Gaurav Jalan,
Founder and CEO of
mPokket, said, "Young
India is full of people who
are working hard, deliver-
ing results, and growing
every day but still finding
themselves blocked when
they need credit the most.
mPokket was built to
change that. To date, 6.5 mil-
lion Indians have taken
their first-ever formal loan
through our platform.
Remarkably, nearly 79% of
all these New-To-Credit
(NTC) borrowers were
under the age of 25 when
they took their first loan.
For millions of young
Indians, mPokket is where
their financial identity truly
began." "Naveen spent years
delivering, and the industry
kept making him prove it
again. That gap between
what someone is capable of
and what the world is will-
ing to back is exactly what
mPokket exists to close.
This campaign isn't a
metaphor. It's the most hon-
est thing we've said about
why we built this," he added.

MONEY WON'T MATTER IN 2036, ELON
MUSK MAKES BOLD CLAIM

Elon Musk believes money
could lose much of its
importance by 2036 if arti-
ficial intelligence and
robots make goods and
services so abundant that
human needs are easily
met. Speaking during an
interview with The
Economist Editor-in-Chief
Zanny Minton Beddoes,
the Tesla and SpaceX chief
argued that the purpose of
money would diminish in
a world where AI can pro-
duce far more than people
can consume. "What do
you want money for?"
Musk asked. "You want
money for goods and serv-
ices... housing, transport,
entertainment. If robots
and Al are providing more
goods and services than
any human could possibly
consume, what do you
need money for in that
case?" Beddoes pushed
back, noting that investors
who own Musk's compa-
nies may not share his
view and questioned how
societies would navigate
widespread job losses
caused by AI. She asked
whether such a future
would require wealth

Highlights

B Speaking during an interview with The
Economist Editor-in-Chief Zanny Minton
Beddoes, the Tesla and
SpaceX chief argued that the purpose of money

would diminish in a world where Al can produce

far more than people can consume.

redistribution  through
higher taxes on capital or
universal basic income to
support displaced workers.
Musk suggested govern-
ments could simply issue
payments to citizens. "I
think that the Treasury
should just simply issue

people checks," he said.
When Beddoes argued that
such a move would fuel
inflation, Musk countered
that traditional economic
assumptions may not apply
in an Al-driven economy.
"Inflation is simply the
ratio of money to goods and

services," Musk said. He
argued that if Al boosts the
production of goods and
services at a much faster
pace than the money sup-
ply grows, economies could
instead face deflation. "T'l
make a prediction, which is
that deflation will be the
issue, not inflation," Musk
said. "If the output of goods
and services increases
faster than the money sup-
ply, you will have defla-
tion." Despite his optimism
about Al's long-term poten-
tial, Musk acknowledged
the transition could be
politically and socially tur-
bulent. Beddoes questioned
how democracies, already
grappling with political
polarisation and public
anxiety, would cope with
rapid technological disrup-
tion before reaching the
future Musk envisions.
Responding to the con-
cerns, Musk described AI
as both exciting and unset-
tling. "It's exhilarating and
terrifying," he said.
"Honestly, if you ask me on
any given day, in fact, even
intraday, I've gone from
exhilaration to terror
regarding AL"
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THREE DEAD AND
SEVERAL INJURED IN
SHOOTING AT FOOD FES-
TIVAL NEAR SEATTLE'S
SPACE NEEDLE

Three people have been
killed and several others
injured following a shooting
at a food festival near the
Space Needle in Seattle on
Sunday. Police said there
were two suspects who were
shooting at each other. One
of the suspects is in custody
and the other still at large,
although officials have said
there is no threat to public.
Shots rang out at around
18:00 local time (01:00 GMT)
at one of the city's most pop-
ular tourist spots and as the
annual Bite of Seattle food
festival drew even more
people to the downtown
area. Two deaths were con-
firmed at the scene, and one
person died later in hospi-
tal. Those injured include a
two-year-old boy, officials
said. Videos shared online
showed people taking shel-
ter inside the city's iconic
Space Needle. People could
be seen crouched on the
ground, taking cover
behind pillars and shelves
of merchandise in the Space
Needle's lobby during the
shooting. Faith Adia Hunter
told Associated Press that

one of the shooters was near
her and her friends when
they heard the shots, send-
ing them fleeing for shelter
in the Seattle Children's
Museum. "We were right
next to him when it started
so we took off running," she
said. "So we took off run-
ning too into the building
with the crowd." The Seattle
Police Department said an
investigation remains ongo-
ing and urged the public to
avoid the area. Mayor Katie
Wilson said in a statement
that she wanted to "thank
the Seattle police officers
who responded to the scene
and took a suspect into cus-
tody". She had originally
announced two suspects
had been taken into custody
before updating her state-
ment later on Sunday
evening. Four of the
injured were taken to hos-
pital in a stable condition,
while a fifth chose not to,
the fire department said.
Representatives for
Seattle and Washington
state have condemned the
shooting as an act of
"senseless violence".

World

HYDERABAD
TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2026

10

® info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Macron calls crisis meeting as wildfires threaten Bordeaux and heatwave looms

Wildfire has 'life of its own', says French minister,
with blaze nine miles from Bordeaux outskirts

The Spanish Met Office,
AEMET, has issued amber
alerts for a widespread
heatwave until at least
Sunday. The warning cov-
ers south-western and cen-
tral regions, as well as the
Canaries. A large area of
high pressure will strength-
en, with temperatures to
rise day on day underneath
cloudless skies. They will
range from 39C to 41C by
Wednesday and are expect-
ed rise later in the week.
Temperatures will exceed
40C across the
Guadalquivir, Guadiana
and Ebro valleys for sever-
al consecutive days. Friday
could be the hottest day of
the week, with Cordoba
expected to reach 44C,
while Toledo, Zaragoza and
Ciudad Real could all see
temperatures of about 42C.
Wildfires continue to cause

uncertainty for Spanish
and French residents as
more than 300,000 people
have had to leave their
homes. There is no single
reason why these fires are
so intense, but scientists
are very confident that cli-
mate change is playing a
role. Most wildfires are
started by humans,
whether deliberately or
accidentally. But climate
change means we're seeing

more of the weather condi-
tions conducive to the
spread of fires. Intense
heatwaves - like we have
seen repeatedly this sum-
mer - draw extra moisture
out of soils and vegetation.
These tinder-dry condi-
tions help fires to spread at
speed, especially if winds
are strong. This can lead to
larger, more intense fires
than might have happened
otherwise. The UN’s cli-

mate panel expects these
“fire weather” conditions
to become even more com-
mon in the Mediterranean
as the planet continues to
warm. But there are lots of
other factors in addition to
climate change. In recent
months rainfall has been
lower than average across
much of south-western
Europe - which is thought
to be down to natural vari-

ability. And some
researchers have long
warned that the
Mediterranean’s forests

and scrublands are not
being properly managed -
leaving plenty of vegetation
as fuel for fires. France's
Interior Minister Laurent
Nunez says firefighters are
facing an "unprecedented"
situation in Gironde, bat-
tling a fire that "has a life of
its own".

Anger, shock and grief - questions remain in
the wake of the Berlin Pride attack

In Germany there is grief,
shock and, increasingly,
anger about the attack at
Berlin Pride on Saturday
night which left one Polish
woman dead and injured at
least 29 others. The main sus-
pect, Abdul Ballout, a 21-year-
old German citizen with
Lebanese heritage, was shot
and Kkilled by police on
Sunday. Germany's Interior
Minister Alexander Dobrindt
said Ballout "had previously
drawn attention to himself
through a high volume of
criminal offences, radicalisa-
tion and affiliation with the
Islamist scene." As details
emerge about his criminal
convictions, many are asking
why Ballout was not in
prison. Prosecutors say that
in 2025, Ballout decided to try
to join Islamic State group's
armed struggle in Syria, trav-
elling via Turkey to Lebanon.
In Lebanon, they say, he met
several people he believed
were members of IS. He was
arrested in Lebanon in July
2025 and sentenced to three
months in prison for incite-
ment to religious and sectari-
an conflict. Then in
November 2025 he returned to

Germany, where he was
arrested at Berlin
Brandenburg Airport and
held in pre-trial detention. In
May this year, a Berlin court
sentenced Ballout to a juve-
nile sentence of one year and
ten months, for "preparing a
serious act of violence endan-
gering the state". The sentence
was suspended while prosecu-
tors appealed against the ver-
dict, calling for a longer sen-
tence. Ballout was released
and placed under the supervi-
sion of a probation officer.
Interior Minister Alexander
Dobrindt told RTL that the
decision to impose a suspend-
ed sentence was "certainly
incomprehensible... given the
level of danger involved in

this case". He said the authori-
ties were investigating how
that
Governing

happened. Berlin's
Mayor, Kai
Wegner from the centre-right
Christian Democrat party
(CDU), said he was dumb-
struck at the way the Berlin
judiciary had  handled
Ballout's case. "He was sen-
tenced... under juvenile crimi-
nal law," he told RBB TV.
"And then, unfortunately, the
court handed down a suspend-
ed sentence. I don't want to
passjudgement on that -that's
the independence of the judi-
ciary — but I'm really at a loss
for words." The opposition far-
right Alternative for
Germany (AfD) party
described the attack as a total

failure of security policy. "If
an Islamist threat known to
the police was able to carry
out such an act, a thorough
investigation must be carried
out to establish why he was
still able to move about freely
in the first place," said Martin
Hess, the AfD's home affairs
spokesperson. According to
Der Spiegel, Ballout told the
Berlin court this spring that
he had distanced himself from
extremist ideology and vio-
lence. Thomas Miicke, an
extremism expert at the
Violence Prevention Network
VPN, told ARD television that
he had met the suspect. He
said Ballout had given social
workers "a very composed,
very cautious, very controlled
and very friendly impres-
sion". "And those are precisely
the criteria where we realise
we can't really get to know the
person," he continued. Some
have called for Germany's
laws against terrorism to be

made stricter. Peter
Neumann at King's College
London told ZDF that

Germany's criminal law on
terrorism is "too lenient," and
sentences too short by
European standards.

CARLY SIMON REVEALS
PARKINSON'S DIAGNOSIS

The singer-songwriter Carly
Simon says she has been
diagnosed with Parkinson's
and is "learning how to live"
with the "sometimes frighten-
ing" condition. In a statement
provided to the BBC, the 83-
year-old described the
"unpredictable" progress of
the disease, saying: "Some
days I'mso tired I can't get the
day moving at all. On others,
it gives me a little more room
tomove, think, work, and feel
like myself. "But I have not
stopped living, and I have not
stopped working," said the
singer, best known for songs
like You're So Vain, Why, and
Coming Around Again.
Simon added that she had
recently received surgery to
remove a cancerous growth
on her face that had "affected
my appearance". The surgery
"made me more self-con-
scious about being seen in
public," she added. "I have
always been more critical of
my appearance than anyone
else could possibly imagine
(check out the irony of hav-
ing written You're So Vain),
and this gave my inner critic
quite a lot of new material."
Parkinson's is a progressive
disorder that affects the

brain, nervous system, and
muscle control. It is the
fastest growing neurological
condition in the world, with
about 153,000 people in the
UK living with the condition.
Simon said her problems
began with arthritis in both
knees and one of her hips.
However, her mobility failed
to improve after three
replacement surgeries. "I had
trouble standing up from low
chairs and deep couches
without someone offering me
an  arm,” she said.
"Overstuffed furniture
became my enemy. Once
seated, I could feel as though I
had been swallowed by the
chair and might remain
there permanently, like a
guest who had badly over-
stayed her welcome.

Netanyahu accuses NYC
Mayor Mamdani of 'foment-
ing hate' after arrest threat

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has
said he plans to attend the
UN General Assembly in
New York City this autumn,
despite the city's mayor,
Zohran Mamdani, making
threats to arrest him.
Mamdani walked back that
threat last week, acknowl-
edging he lacked the legal
power to arrest Netanyahu
on a warrant issued by the
International Criminal
Court, the world's top war-
crimes court. The Israeli
leader, who flies to the US on
Monday on a different visit,
told Fox News on Sunday
that he was "not concerned"
about Mamdani's previous
pledge and accused the
mayor of "fomenting hate".
He will meet US President
Donald Trump at the White
House on Tuesday and
attend a funeral service for
the late senator Lindsey
Graham. New York is not on
his itinerary on this trip.
"He's [Mamdani] fomenting
hate. He's supposed to be the
mayor of all New Yorkers -
Jews, Christians, Muslims,
everyone," the prime minis-
ter said on Sunday. "But he's
trying to turn one group
against the other. I speak to
Jewish Americans, and
they're afraid right now." He
referenced a pair of stab-
bings in New York on
Thursday, in which a sus-
pect stabbed a Jewish man
and an Asian man just
blocks apart. The suspect
allegedly shouted the phrase
"Allahu akbar" while com-
mitting the stabbings,
according to police. He has
been charged with hate
crimes relating to each vic-
tim. Both men survived the
attacks, which drew con-

demnations from the city's
Jewish and Asian American
leaders. In the aftermath,
Netanyahu said Jewish
New Yorkers were "afraid
right now." The mayor's
office did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment. Mamdani, a
staunch  supporter of
Palestinian rights, made his
opposition to the Israeli mil-
itary operation in Gaza a
central plank of his cam-
paign last year. In an
address last week, he called
Netanyahu a "war crimi-
nal." As part of that platform
while campaigning,
Mamdani promised to
enforce a 2024 arrest war-
rant for Netanyahu from the
International Criminal
Court (ICC), which accused
the prime minister of com-
mitting war crimes in Gaza.
Israel has denied charges
that it has committed war
crimes in Gaza, and
Netanyahu called the
charges "bogus". The Israeli
military entered Gaza after
the Hamas-led attack in
Israel on 7 October 2023.
About 1,200 people were
killed and 251 were taken
hostage. Over 73,000 people
have been Killed in Israeli
attacks in Gaza since then,
including more than 21,000
children, according to the
territory's Hamas-run
health ministry, whose fig-
ures are considered reli-
able by the UN. Last week,
after the New York Times
pressed Mamdani on his
pledge to arrest Netanyahu,
Mamdani said his adminis-
tration had reviewed the
law and found: "We do not
have the independent legal
authority to enforce this
warrant".

More than 600 US military service members injured since Iran War began in February

BALI BANS DUTCH EXPATS WHOSE RUN CLUB
ALLEGEDLY EXCLUDED INDONESIANS

Indonesia's immigration
authorities have banned
two Dutch nationals for
organising an illegal run-
ning event that had also
allegedly discriminated
against locals. The run
organised by the expatriate-
focused group Entourage
Bali drew heated backlash
after testimonies circulated
online that the club had
appeared to reject
Indonesian applicants
while accepting foreigners.
The two Dutchmen aged 35
and 37, left Bali for
Singapore before the ban
was announced. They will
not be allowed back to
Indonesia, authorities said.
Bali, Indonesia's famed
tropical paradise, has
become a hostspot for digi-
tal nomads in recent years,
resulting in growing ten-
sions between expats and

locals. The allegations of

discrimination against
Entourage Bali's run club
has reignited anger at for-
eigners who are perceived
to be acting with entitle-
ment and building exclu-
sive communities on the
island. On Sunday, Bali
Governor I Wayan Koster
vowed to take "strict action"
to ensure such incidents do
not happen again.
Immigration authorities

said the two Dutch men had
violated immigration laws
by organising the running
event without obtaining
permits. In a statement
posted on Friday,
Entourage Bali said that its
run clubs were "open for
everyone, including non-dig-
ital nomads". Indonesians
made up the largest group of
participants, holding nearly
25% of the tickets, it said. It
pointed to "errors in the

automated approval
process" for its chat groups,
which "incorrectly rejected"
some numbers registered in
Indonesia. "Entourage was
created as a community for
digital nomads in Bali to
help people who are new to
the island connect with oth-
ers and do fun activities
together during their stay,"
the statement said. "Being a
digital nomad is not defined
by nationality. Our commu-
nity includes members from
many countries, including
Indonesia." Entourage Bali
said it was pausing all its
events for now and "promise
we will make real changes
going forward". The group
had successfully held a run
in May, with social media
posts showing a crowd, com-
prising many foreigners, jog-
ging on the streets with
headphones.




Indian Boxer Ankush Panghal Cruises
Into CWG 2026 Quarterfinals

Indian boxer Ankush
Panghal produced a com-
manding performance in his
Commonwealth Games
debut, defeating Antigua
and Barbuda's Zalaan Jan
by a unanimous 5-0 decision
to advance to the quarterfi-
nals of the men's 80kg cate-
gory of the 2026 edition. The
22-year-old looked composed
from the opening bell, land-
ing accurate punches and
controlling the pace of the
bout with sharp counter-
attacking. Ankush swept the
first round with all five
judges scoring in his favour
after he connected with
clean hooks and maintained
astrong defensive approach,
according to ESPN.
Building on his early advan-
tage, Ankush continued to
dictate the contest in the sec-
ond round. He moved in and
out of range effortlessly,
frustrating Jan's attempts to
mount an attack and once
again secured a clean sweep
from the judges. With a com-
manding lead heading into
the final round, Ankush

stayed disciplined and
focused on maintaining con-
trol. He landed a series of
powerful combinations
before following his coaches'
instructions to keep his dis-
tance and avoid unneces-
sary exchanges. Jan man-
aged to find brief moments
of success, including pin-
ning Ankush against the
ropes, but the Indian boxer
remained in control and

comfortably ran down the
clock to complete a one-
sided victory. The win
marked an impressive start
to Ankush's Commonwealth
Games campaign and high-
lighted his composure, accu-
racy and tactical maturity
on his debut stage. He will
now enter the quarterfinals
with confidence as he con-
tinues his pursuit of a medal
for India.

M Sreeshankar Qualifies For
Long Jump Finals At CWG
2026; Sajan Prakash Enters

200m Butterfly Final

Indian long jumper M
Sreeshankar made the
finals of the
Commonwealth  Games
2026 after breaching the
qualifying standard in his
very first attempt on
Monday. Sreeshankar,
whose season's best is
8.38m, jumped 8.01m here
to earn direct qualification
from Group A. The qualifi-
cation standard has been
set at 8m or at least the 12
best performers. The 27-
year-old is hoping to
improve on the silver
medal that he won in the

2022 edition of the Games.
He is on a comeback trail
after recovering a career-
threatening knee injury --
a ruptured patellar tendon
- in April 2024, for which
he underwent a surgery.
The breakdown had
robbed him of a highly
anticipated maiden
appearance at the Paris
Olympics. He recorded his
season's best performance
only last month in the
National Inter-State
Senior Athletics
Championships in
Bhubaneswar.

"WON'T BE A PART OF CONSTANT RAT RACE": SANJU
SAMSON VOWS TO PLAY ON OWN TERMS

Senior India wicketkeeper-
batter Sanju Samson has
revealed that he took a vow
to continue to play cricket
entirely on his own terms
without paying attention to
outside noise even before the
T20 World Cup happened
and added that he has
stepped away from the rat
race and will continue to
back his own instincts.
Samson etched his name
into Indian cricket folklore
when he smashed three con-
secutive fifties to help the
side retain the Men's T20
World Cup title on home soil
earlier this year. But a brief
drop in form during the
games against Ireland and
England meant that Samson
was left out of the recently
concluded trip to Zimbabwe.
"I realised that there is a con-
stant rat race in our country,
and I decided before the 2026
T20 World Cup that I would

not be part of it. I just want to
enjoy the game. By God's
grace, I have achieved a lot. I
am 31 now, and I have a few
years left. So, I have decided
to play on my own terms. No
one will tell me how to bat or
what to do. Sanju will decide
for Sanju. "With all due
respect, I will play, enjoy the
game, be a good teammate,
and support the group, but I
will do it my way. After the
2024 World Cup, I didn't even
expect to play in the 2026
World Cup. I wasn't in the 14
or 15-man squad at one point.
So how can I plan for 2028? If
I'm there, if the team needs
me, and if I'm playing well,
things will fall into place. If
not, I am deeply grateful. No
one can take this achieve-
ment away from me,"
Samson said on JioStar's
show 'Believe'. Recalling an
earlier gym interaction dur-
ing a national team camp

with former captain Virat
Kohli regarding lifestyle and
physical conditioning,
Samson shared how the con-
versation influenced him.
"We all know how Virat bhai
is. He is very clear and very
straightforward with every-
one. If you need to do some-

thing, he will tell you exactly
what is required. The way he
carries himself in the gym,
there is a different fire in
that guy and I really love that
about him. "We both were
working out together in the
gym during an Indian team
camp and I asked him, 'Paaji,

what should I do? Tell me
something too!" and he told
me that lifestyle plays a huge
role. If you want to become
an international cricketer,
you must maintain a differ-
ent kind of lifestyle. "He
shared what works for him
on his journey and told me,
'"This food will help your
body recover, this won't. If
you maintain this discipline
for the next 10 years, you will
have a great career ahead.' I
started following it for a
year, a year, and a half, but
after that, I couldn't stay on
track with that anymore!" he
explained. Speaking on the
tactical preparation ahead of
the marquee T20 World Cup
semi-final against England
at the Wankhede Stadium in
Mumbai, Samson recalled
how he shrugged off past
record discussions regard-
ing the face-off against speed-
ster Jofra Archer.
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AJIT AGARKAR TOLD TO PICK VAIBHAV
SOORYAVANSHI FOR ODIS, MAKE HIM
OPEN WITH ROHIT SHARMA

Teen sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi should be
drafted into the ODI side as
an opener alongside Rohit
Sharma ahead of the 2027
World Cup, reckoned for-
mer India cricketer Farokh
Engineer. The wicketkeeper
batter of yesteryears opined
that Shubman Gill, the other
half of the current opening
pair with Rohit, can bat at
No. 4, giving more meat to
the middle-order. “The ideal
situation is Shubman Gill
and Vaibhav Sooryavanshi.
Gill is a class player. Gill, I
think, is the best batsman in
the team now. So, Gill
should come at four,”
Engineer told PTI. “Gill is
not a guy who lifts the ball.
So, a left-right combination
would be ideal in ODIs. So, if
Rohit is playing, and I think
he should be playing, let him
open with Sooryavanshi. “A
batsman like him
(Sooryavanshi) is much bet-
ter at opening because he
finds bigger gaps in the field.
Virat Kohli can come third.
Gill can come fourth and
then we've got a solid bat-
ting line-up,” he said.
Sooryavanshi bagged the

Player of the Series award
in the just-concluded three-
match rubber against
Zimbabwe, scoring 151 runs
with two fifties. Engineer
felt that the 15-year-old had
done enough to merit a place
in the 50-over version. “This
is probably the right time to
draft Sooryavanshi into
India's ODI side. I don't
know why people distin-
guish so much between ODI
and T20 because for me, a
half-volley is a half-volley.
He's been getting runs and
he's got the confidence to
open the innings. “He'll win
more matches for you than
lose you. When he gives a
start like that, the other
players can have time to

consolidate the innings and
put on a big score,”
Engineer noted. The 88-year-
old said the Indian team
must persevere with
Sooryavanshi because he is
a high quality match win-
ner. “Anything which is
slightly short of length, in
Suryavanshi's curve, is
going to go for a six. He
learned from his mistakes,
he has learned to curb him-
self. But don't try to over-
coach him. He's not from the
MCC book of manual, which
is completely out of date.
“He's a genius. Nor was Viv
Richards. Viv was the best
batsman I've ever seen play.
But persevere with
Sooryavanshi.

Form Is Temporary For Abhishek Sharma,
But Is A Place In Indian Team Permanent?

Google Abhishek Sharma today and the
headlines are about his bowling. His fig-
ures of 3 for 17 in the second T20I against
Zimbabwe that helped India seal the series
before completing a 3-0 sweep. It was exact-
ly the kind of tour India needed after the
battering in the British Isles. A weaker
opponent, three comfortable wins and a
chance for struggling players to rebuild
confidence. Most did. Abhishek didn't. His
numbers since the start of the year paint an
uncomfortable picture. ICC's No. 2-ranked
T20 batter, who began the year at No. 1,
returned from Zimbabwe with 11 runs in
three innings at an average of 3.66. That is

not an isolated failure. It is the latest chap-
ter in a slump that has stretched for
months.

Against England, he scored 131 runs in five
T20Is at an average of 26.2. Against Ireland,
he managed 49 runs in two matches at 24.5.
Across his last 10 T20 innings, there has
been just one fifty. More worrying than the
runs is the manner of the dismissals.

'Batted Around 1000 Balls': Suryakumar Yadav's
Social Media Post Leaves Internet Buzzing

Former India T20I captain
Suryakumar Yadav may have
lost his spot in the squad but
his practice remains just as
intense. Hours after India
completed a 3-0 series win
over Zimbabwe, Suryakumar
posted a video on social media
where he was running and
batting at the Vasoo
Paranjape Cricket Academy.
“Sunday was fun. Quick run.
Batted around 1000 balls for 3
hours. Felt good,"
Suryakumar Yadav wrote in
the caption. The veteran bat-
ter guided India to the T20
World Cup 2026 title in March
but was

dropped

from

the

squad just months after the
victory amid a poor run of
form in IPL and international
cricket. Meanwhile, as per a
BCCI source, the apex cricket
body has not ruled out a
comeback for
Suryakumar, and he
remains in con-
tention for selection

if he consistently
performs in

domestic cricket,

despite not being

in the current

plans. "Doors for Suryakumar
Yadav are still open. He is not
currently in the scheme of
things, but he remains eligi-
ble to come back if he scores
runs in domestic cricket con-
sistently," said a BCCI source.
Led by newly appointed cap-
tain Iyer, India suffered a 56-
run defeat in the fifth T20I at
Southampton, conceding the
five-match series to England
4-0 after the opening game
was washed out and ended in
ano-result.

WHY GURINDERVIR SINGH DIDN'T QUALIFY
FOR COMMONWEALTH GAMES 100M

SEMIFINALS DESPITE FINISHING 2ND IN HEAT 4

Gurindervir Singh, who
holds the national record,
finished second in his men's
100m heat at the
Commonwealth Games 2026
on Monday but it was not
enough for him to find a
place in the semifinal. While
he was second behind
Jamaica's Rohan Watson in
Heat 4, he finished outside
the automatic qualification
spots with a timing of 10.39
seconds. Across 11 heats, the
Indian sprinter finished 28th

among 73 athletes. A timing
of 10.24 seconds was needed
for qualification but he fell
short by 0.15 seconds.

While 24 positions were
there in the semifinals, only
17 were up for grabs with 7
athletes already receiving
byes. As a result, while
Gurindervir did finish sec-
ond in Heat 4, his timing was
not among the 17 fastest ath-
letes and as a result, he was
eliminated. Meanwhile, win-
ner of Heat 4 - Rohan Watson

- qualified with a timing of
10.13 seconds. The result
came as a surprise given the
momentum  Gurindervir
had built heading into
Glasgow. In May, the Punjab
sprinter had rewritten
Indian sprinting history at
the Federation Cup in
Ranchi, becoming the first
Indian man to break the
10.10-second barrier with a
sensational national record
of 10.09 seconds. His record-
breaking run first saw him
breach the national record
to 10.17 seconds in the semi-
final, surpassing Animesh
Kujur's previous mark of
10.18 seconds, before
improving it further to 10.09
seconds in the final. Those
performances had estab-
lished him as one of India's
strongest medal prospects at
the Commonwealth Games
and fuelled hopes of a his-
toric run in Glasgow.

Tears Were For Everything I Went Through',
Says Mirabai Chanu After CWG 2026 Gold

Weightlifter Mirabai
Chanu won her

3rd gold and 4th
Commonwealth

medal on

Sunday night.

The gigantic

effort came

after three days

of starving and
remaining
dehydrated to

maintain  her

weight. On the podi-
um, one saw a Mira
who was overcome by
emotion- a rare pic-
ture of the athlete. She
went for the mandatory
dope test right after. Once
done with the formalities,

she caught up with NDTV's
Rica Roy for a chat, calling
this gold the toughest of her
career Q: First of all, con-
gratulations. I thought I'd
catch you in the dining hall
celebrating. Have you final-
ly had a meal? Mirabai
Chanu: (Laughs) No, I'm not
in the dining hall. I'm still at
the competition venue. I
haven't really eaten properly
for the last three days. Right
now, I only feel like drinking
water. I'll have dinner a little
later. Q: We have always
seen you smiling. But today,
you broke down on the podi-
um during the national
anthem. What was going
through your mind? Mirabai

Chanu: A lot of emotions
came back at once. This
medal wasn't easy. I had to
deal with injuries, change
weight categories and con-
stantly control my body
weight. Every day was about
deciding what I could eat
and what I couldn't. Age is
not on my side either. When
I stood on the podium and
the national anthem started
playing, I remembered
everything I had gone
through in these last few
years. Those were tears of
happiness. I couldn't stop
them. I had worked so hard
for this medal. Q: The last
time we spoke was after the
Paris Olympics. You were in

pain then, physically and
emotionally. You mentioned
a better lift wasn't possible
because of hip injury and
periods at that time. Does
this gold feel like redemp-
tion? Mirabai Chanu: Yes, in
many ways. After Paris, I
went through a lot. I missed
out on a medal there, came
fourth. I was struggling with
a hip injury and, on the day
of competition, I was also
dealing with menstrual
pain. Every woman under-
stands how difficult that can
be. But as athletes, we still
have to step on the platform
and compete for India.
Winning and losing are both
part of sport.

"It Hurts, It Will Continue
To Hurt'": Kylian Mbappe
Writes To Fans After

France's Failure To Win
FIFA World Cup 2026

Days after France ended
their FIFA World Cup 2026
campaign in the semifinals,
superstar striker Kylian
Mbappe penned a heartfelt
letter to fans, saying that not
being able to bring the tro-
phy home "will continue to
hurt for a while" and
thanked the fans for their
relentless support. France,
despite dominating a large
part of the group and knock-
out stages, fell to Spain 2-0
and to England 4-6 in the
third-place match. Despite
Mbappe being the leading
goal-scorer of the tourna-
ment with 10 goals and sur-
passing Lionel Messi's tally
to become the all-time high-
est FIFA World Cup scorer
with 22 goals, Mbappe could
not get the ending he want-
ed. Nonetheless, Mbappe's
run from the 2018 FIFA
World Cup title win to the
2026 semifinals, which also
included a runners-up finish
in 2022, where he gave
Messi-led Argentina a scare
in the final with a hat-trick,

is one of the finest runs in
FIFA World Cup history.
The letter published in the
regional press on Monday
had some personal photos,
including a childhood pic-
ture of Mbappe standing in
front of his idol Thierry
Henry. "We did not bring
home a team trophy. It
hurts, and it will continue to
hurt for a while, I am not
going to lie to you about
that," he told fans in the let-
ter, as quoted by Goal.com.
He also dedicated a large
part of his letter to the fans
who followed the tourna-
ment despite a lot of time
zone differences, noting how
they stayed up late, gathered
wherever they could to
cheer for France, "You
stayed up late, sometimes
until the dead of night
depending on the time zone,
to watch us play on the other
side of the world. You gath-
ered at home, in bars, with
family or friends, all over
France and beyond," he
emphasised.
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“AADARSHA KUTUMBAM HOUSE NO: 47”
PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN BEGINS WITH
CHARACTER INTRODUCTIONS; MEET
VICTORY VENKATESH AS CHITTIBABU

he makers of Victory

Venkatesh and

Trivikram Srinivas’
much-awaited family
entertainer  “Aadarsha
Kutumbam House No: 47 -
AK47” have officially
begun unveiling the
vibrant world of the film
with a series of character
introductions. Kicking off
the campaign is Victory
Venkatesh as Chitti Babu,
followed by Srinidhi
Shetty, Yuvina Parthavi
and Raja Prajwal, who
together form the heart of
this wholesome family
entertainer. Introducing

the first character,
Venkatesh steps into the
role of Chittibabu, the lov-
able pillar of the family
who binds everyone
together with his warmth,
wit and unwavering sense
of responsibility.

The character
glimpse offers a charming
sneak peek into his world,
featuring Venkatesh
alongside Srinidhi Shetty
and Nara Rohith, teasing
the film’s blend of laugh-
ter, emotions and strong
family bonds. With his
effortless screen presence,
impeccable comic timing

and natural flair for fami-
ly entertainers,
Venkatesh once again
promises a character that
audiences of all ages will
instantly connect with.

Chitti Babu is poised to be
one of those memorable
roles that perfectly
reflects the spirit of a joy-
ful, close-knit family. As
the first introduction sets
the tone, excitement is
now building for the
remaining character
reveals, each expected to
bring a unique flavour to
the lively world of AK47.
Produced by S. Radha

Krishna (Chinababu)
under the prestigious
Haarika & Hassine
Creations banner,
“Aadarsha Kutumbam

House No: 47 — AK47” is
slated for a grand world-
wide theatrical release on
October 2, 2026.

With music by S.
Thaman, cinematography
by Ravi K. Chandran, edit-
ing by Sreekar Prasad,
action choreography by
Kevin Kumar, the film
promises to deliver a com-
plete festive entertainer
for audiences across all
sections.
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Mahira Khan endorses
Israel-linked brands,
then attends Gaza event

akistani actress

Mahira Khan has

come under criticism
on social media after
attending a charity
fundraising event in
London for humanitarian
relief efforts in Gaza. The
event, organised by Luxe
Events UK along with its
charity partners, aimed to
raise funds for people affect-
ed by the ongoing crisis in
Gaza. Mahira attended as
the chief celebrity guest,
interacting with members
of the British-Pakistani
community and taking part
in a Q & A session.
However, videos from the
event soon went viral, trig-
gering mixed reactions

online. While many fans
praised Mahira for support-
ing the humanitarian cause
and appreciated her warm
interaction with attendees,
others accused her of being
hypocritical.

Several social media users
pointed out that Mahira
Khan has endorsed global
brands such as L’Oréal
Paris and Pepsi, which are
frequently mentioned in
boycott campaigns related
to the Israel-Palestine con-
flict. Another video of
Mahira dancing at the same
event also drew criticism,
with some users claiming
the programme looked
more like a promotional
event than a fundraiser.

ACTION KING ARJUN JOINS THE 'POLIMERA'
FRANCHISE AFTER BLOCKBUSTER 'BLAST”

fter creating a sensa-
tion on OTT with Maa
Oori Polimera and
achieving massive
success in theatres with
Polimera 2, director Dr. Anil
Vishwanath is set to take
the successful horror-
thriller franchise to the next
level with Polimera 3.
Directed by Dr. Anil
Vishwanath, Polimera 3 is
being produced on a grand
scale by Vamsi Nandipati
and Janhvi Narang under
the banners of Vamsi
Nandipati Entertainments
and Sri Venkateswara
Cinemas LLP, with the
blessings of renowned pro-
ducer and distributor late
Narayan Das Narang.
The film was officially
launched today with tradi-
tional pooja ceremonies at a
Ganesh temple in
Secunderabad. The launch,

held on the birth anniver-
sary of late Narayan Das
Narang, made the occasion
even more special.

Several prominent person-
alities from the Telugu film
industry attended the

launch event. Veteran pro-
ducer Allu Aravind gave the
ceremonial first clap, while
senior producer D. Suresh
Babu switched on the cam-
era. Young producer Bunny
Vas and exhibitor Sadanand

Polimera 3' Launched Grandly

Goud handed over the
bound script to the team and
wished them  success.
Producers Suniel Narang
and Puskur Ram Mohan
Rao, among others, were
also present at the event.
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SPIDER-MAN
MADNESS GOING
BEYOND
IMAGINATION

flooded with

Hollywood films. Be
it Obsession or The
Odyssey, Hollywood big-
gies are making moolah at
the Indian BO. Joining
the bandwagon is Spider-
Man: Brand New Day. The
Spider-Man madness this
time is bigger and better.
According to trade pun-
dits and BO experts,
Spider-Man: Brand New
Day (2026) is set for a mas-
sive box-office opening. It

I ndian Box Office is

is estimated that a Rs 50 to
Rs 60 crore Day 1 opening
is expected for the film.
Premieres are already
witnessing huge craze,
and the film’s advance
ticket bookings indicate a
bumper opening.

If Spider-Man gets posi-
tive talk upon its release,
the buzz is expected to
intensify further. If the
content impresses both
kids and elders, the film
is expected to enjoy a
long run.

Hero Thiruveer’s Bhagavanthudu Second
Single, “Sittharala Navvu” out now

Y oung and talented
actor Thiruveer is

gearing up to enter-
tain audiences with his
upcoming film
Bhagavanthudu, featur-
ing Faria Abdullah as the
female lead. Kannada
actor Rishi plays a pivotal
role in the film. Presented
by Asian Films' Narayan
Das Narang and Panasa
Shankarayya Goud, the
movie is being produced
by successful producer
Ravi Panasa under the
Ravi Panasa Film
Corporation banner as
Production No. 1. The film
also marks the directorial
debut of G.G. Vihari.
Touted as a romantic peri-
od political action drama,
Bhagavanthudu is cur-
rently in the final stages
of production and is get-
ting ready for its theatri-
cal release.

The makers today

released the film’s second
single, “Sittharala
Navvu.” Music director
Krishna Prasad has com-
posed the song beautiful-
ly, while director G.G.

Vihari has penned its cap-
tivating lyrics. Renowned
singer Javed Ali lends his
soulful voice to the track,
making it an instantly
memorable listen.

FILM SET FOR GRAND

RELEASE ON AUGUST 7

Starring Vikram Sahidev, Sandhya Vasishta, and Tarak Ponnappa in the lead roles, Anakapalli is a
raw and rustic entertainer produced by Kandregula Naidu and Thrinadha Rao Nakkina under the
Bhavya Sri Movie Makers and Nakkina Narratives banners. The film is directed by Khagesh
Tammineni. Kandregula Kumar Raja serves as the co-producer. Along with writing the story and
screenplay, Thrinadha Rao Nakkina also plays a key role in the movie. Anakapalli is gearing up for
a grand theatrical release on August 7. The film's songs and teaser have already received a great

response on social media.

The makers have now unveiled the film's trailer. It was launched during the Elite Cricket League
Season 2 event held in Visakhapatnam, where the Tollywood Thunders team released it in the pres-
ence of thousands of spectators. Actors Srikanth, Thaman, Sudheer Babu, Tarun, Ashwin Babu, and

several others attended the event, unveiled the trailer, and congratulated the team.

“Teeram’ T'itle

Song Launched
Grandly

I upcoming emotional

drama ‘Teeram’, pro-

Bhavani Creations banner,

was launched in a grand

he title song of the
duced under the Sri
event at Prasad Labs,

Hyderabad. The launch cer-
emony was attended by the
film's cast and crew along
with several noted person-
alities from the Telugu film

industry, who extended
their best wishes to the
team. The title song was
officially unveiled by chief
guests including Pushpa’
fame actor Jagadeesh,
Jabardasth Saddam, actor
Kumaran, and several
other film personalities.

'l First Watched Spider-Man When...": Rishab Shetty Reveals
He's a Massive Spider-Man Fan Ahead of Brand New Day

pider-Man: Brand

New Day is set to

release on 30th July in
India. Ahead of the film's
release, Rishab Shetty
opened up about his love for
the superhero. National
Award-winning actor-direc-
tor Rishab Shetty has
revealed that he is a long
time Spider-Man fan. Ahead
of the release of Spider-Man:
Brand New Day, the Kantara
star featured in a special
video celebrating the iconic
Marvel superhero. In the
clip, Rishab unexpectedly
crosses paths with Spider-
Man before sharing his
admiration for the super-
hero, a character he says has
been a favourite for years.
Rishab, who earned wide-
spread acclaim for Kantara

and has since become one of
Indian cinema's most cele-
brated actors, brings his
own enthusiasm as a fan to
the collaboration. The video
arrives just days before
Spider-Man: Brand New Day
opens in cinemas, offering
audiences a crossover
moment between one of
Indian cinema's biggest stars
and one of the world's most
enduring superheroes.

Speaking about his love for
Spider-Man, Rishab said, "I
still remember watching
Spider-Man for the first time
in a single-screen theatre
many years ago and instant-
ly connecting with Peter
Parker. He has always
reminded me that it's okay to
stumble, make mistakes,
and even experience heart-

break, as long as we never
lose the goodness within us."
The Kantara actor added,
"Spider-Man also teaches us
that with great power comes
great responsibility, and
that lesson stays relevant no
matter how old you are.
Over the years, my love for
Spider-Man has only grown
stronger, and today, he's just
as special to my children. In
fact, they've already made
me book tickets for Spider-
Man: Brand New Day so we
can all experience it together
on the big screen.”

Spider-Man: Brand New Day
is set to release on 30th July
in India. The Tom Holland
starrer will release in

English, Hindi, Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada and
Malayalam.
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