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Trump announces
200 pc tariftf on
generic drugs,
India faces hit

Washington (TSIT): US President
Donald Trump on Wednesday, July 22,
announced steep tariffs on imported
generic medicines from August 2028,
asserting that the move was aimed at
onshoring the manufacturing of such
pharmaceutical products.
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Bajrang Punia, Rakesh Tikait join CJP protest

B CJP urges Wangchuk to end fast, says agitation will continue; Dipke asks PM to break silence

New Delhi (TSIT)

Cockroach Janta Party on
Wednesday said thousands of
protesters had gathered at the
Jantar Mantar, with spokes-
person Saurav Das sharing
visuals of the crowd swelling at
the protest site.

Speaking to ANI news
agency, CJP spokesperson
Ashutosh Ranka claimed
“millions more will come” if
the government doesn't
agree to their demands.
Meanwhile, the ministry of

home affairs ordered the
immediate deployment of 20
additional CRPF companies
to Delhi. The CRPF compa-
nies are being brought in
from West Bengal.

Heavy barricading contin-
ues at various areas in Delhi,
including Parliament House
and Rafi Marg, even as the
Cockroach Janta Party con-
tinues its protest at the

Jantar Mantar demanding

the resignation of union edu-
cation minister Dharmendra
Pradhan over alleged irregu-

CM Revanth leads Kodangal
protest over NEET paper leak

Hyderabad,
TSIT Bureau:

Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy on
Wednesday led a protest
rally in Kodangal against
the alleged NEET paper
leak issue and the reported

police action on Congress
leaders and students. The
rally, attended by Congress
MLAs, local leaders and
party workers, started
from the Chief Minister’s
residence and concluded at
Ambedkar Crossroads,
where Revanth Reddy paid

CM Vijay condemns
Rahul’s detention,

Renews demand to scrap NEET

Chennai (TSIT)

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
and  Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) president C.
Joseph Vijay on Wednesday
broke his silence on the
nationwide protests over
the NEET controversy,
condemning the deten-
tion of Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi and other
Opposition leaders in
New Delhi and describ-
ing the police action
against student protest-
ers as “undemocratic.”
Issuing a statement on
social media platform X,
Vijay said that TVK stood
firmly with the Opposition
parties protesting inside the
Parliament complex follow-
ing the police crackdown on
demonstrators participating
in the ‘Sansad Chalo’ march.

//

He also reiterated the party’s
unwavering opposition to the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET).

The Chief Minister said
TVK has consistently main-
tained, ever since the party
was founded, that
NEET should be
abolished perma-
nently. He asserted
that the party
would not exploit
the issue by mak-
ing promises for
electoral  gains,
adding that the examination
has caused immense hardship
to students and their families.
Calling for structural reforms,
Vijay said the permanent solu-
tion was to move education
from the Concurrent List to
the State List, enabling states
to determine their own admis-
sion policies.

tributes to Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Chief Minister
alleged that the Union
Government was suppress-
ing democratic protests
instead of taking action
against those responsible
for the examination con-
troversy. He criticised the
reported police action on
students at Delhi’s Jantar
Mantar and demanded
accountability from the
Centre.

Revanth Reddy reiterat-
ed the Congress demand
for the resignation of the
Union Education Minister
and said the party would
continue its agitation until
justice was delivered to
affected students.

larities in NEET.

A total of six FIRs have been
filed so far over the alleged
violence and vandalism dur-

ing the protest march held

Sonam Wangchuk
says he will end fast if
govt assures no action
against protesters

New Delhi: Climate activist
Sonam Wangchuk has set condi-
tions for the government to end his
fast. In a letter addressed to Union

!/
Health Minister J.P. Nadda and
Minister of State Jitendra Singh,
Wangchuk thanked them for visit-
ing him at Medanta Hospital and
appealing to him to end the fast.
“During our discussion, you
assured me that the Government
would positively consider adequate

by the CJP on compensation for the families

Mondgy, at T of st.u(-ients who cgmmltted

Parliament . c suicide following the

you, not in suffering, ..

Street, - Pt examination paper leak,
but in service’: eee .

Connaught or and initiate a meaningful
Opposition MPs . o .

Place and other discussion in Parliament

) . urge Wangchuk o
police stations, e to ensure accountability,

with police likely

to probe a "larger

and criminal conspiracy"
behind the matter reported.

Not interested: CJI
on police action on
student protestors

Hyderabad (TSIT):
The Supreme Court on Wednesday,

July 22, declined to urgently list a
plea seeking action against Delhi
police for its handling of student pro-
testers during the Cockroach Janata

Party’s (CJP) march to Parliament,
with Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant telling the lawyer mentioning
the matter, “Don’t waste our time,
and don’t waste your time.” When
the lawyer pressed on the issue, stat-
ing that there were videos of the
police cracking down on students
demanding proper conduct of the
NEET exam, and reforms in the
National Testing Agency, the CJI
said, “We are not interested in vid-
eos; we don’t have time to watch.”

CM Naidu meets PM Modi,
invites him for inauguration
of Bhogapuram Airport

Amaravati (TSIT):

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu on
Wednesday met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
in New Delhi and invit-
ed him for the inaugura-
tion of Bhogapuram
International Airport.
Accompanied by Civil
Aviation Minister K.
Ram Mohan Naidu and
TDP parliamentary
party leader Lavu Sri
Krishna Devarayalu,

the Chief Minister called
on the Prime Minister at
Parliament House.

“Honoured to meet
Hon'ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi Ji
in New Delhi today. I
had the privilege of
inviting the Hon'ble
Prime Minister to
Andhra Pradesh for the
inauguration of Alluri
Sitarama Raju
International Airport,
Bhogapuram,?”
Chandrababu Naidu
posted on X.

including consideration of

the resignation of the Hon'ble

Education Minister,” Wangchuk
said in the letter.
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152 paper leaks in a decade:
Rahul guns for Modi apology

He also alleged that police officers who were dragging him whispered
in his ears that they were fed up with the current government.

New Delhi: In an all-out attack on the
Narendra Modi government, Leader
of the Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi said the Prime Minister
should immediately apologise to stu-
dents after the brutal attack by Delhi
Police on them on Monday during the
Chalo Sansad march.

In a press conference on
Wednesday, July 22, the Congress
leader condemned violence against
students, several identified as school
children, use of tear gas, lathi charg-
es, assault and humiliation.“The
question is why is this happening to
students. What exactly have they
done. Thousands of them. To have
security forces aiming weapons at
them. What have they done? They
are protesting peacefully. They are
asking for what this country owes
them,” Gandhi said, asserting their
demands are legitimate.

“In every government, there
comes a time when psychologically
the leadership collapses. And this
government is visibly panicked,” he
told the media. Gandhi, his sister
and Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav and

OPENS TODAY
NEW CHAPTER

other Opposition leaders staged a
sit-in in front of PM Modi’s resi-
dence on Tuesday demanding his
resignation and the government
take accountability for the deterio-
rating education system in the coun-
try. They were forcibly removed and
detained by the Delhi Police.

On being pushed and dragged,
Rahul Gandhi said, “It’s a huge hon-
our to be able to express the will of
people. I am used to getting punched.
Happy to take many more.”He also
alleged that police officers who were
dragging him whispered in his ears
that they were fed up with the cur-
rent government. “As they were tak-
ing me, some said, ‘Sir, please
remove the BJP government.”
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Govt willing to hold discussion on
NEET paper leak issue: Rijiju tells LS

NEW DELHI: The gov-
ernment on Wednesday
told the Lok Sabha that it is
willing to hold a discussion
on the NEET paper leak

issue, and urged Speaker
Om Birla to convene a
meeting of all parties to
decide on the rule, date and
duration of the debate.

Hi Life Jewels brings
exclusive jewellery
showcase to Hyderabad

Hyderabad: Hi Life Jewels
is set to present an exclu-
sive jewellery showcase in
Hyderabad, featuring
some of India’s finest jew-
ellery brands and their
exquisite collections. The
three-day event will show-
case a wide range of dia-
mond, gold, polki, kundan
and precious gemstone
jewellery, along with con-
temporary designs and
bridal collections.

The exhibition aims to
bring together timeless
craftsmanship, luxury
designs and modern ele-
gance under one roof for
jewellery enthusiasts and
shoppers. Visitors can
explore a curated selection
of statement pieces, tradi-
tional heirlooms and bridal
jewellery collections craft-
ed by leading jewellers
from across the country.

Medicover Hospitals Secunderabad Gives New Lease

of Life to Baby Born at Just 25 Weeks

Secunderabad, July 22, 2026:
The Neonatal Intensive Care
Unit (NICU) team at Medicover
Hospitals, Secunderabad, suc-
cessfully treated an extremely
premature baby boy born
under highly critical circum-
stances, demonstrating excel-
lence in advanced neonatal
care.

The baby was delivered at
just 25 weeks and 3 days of
gestation, weighing only 816
grams, making him an
extremely preterm infant.

During pregnancy, the
mother developed several
high-risk ~ complications,
including Preterm Premature
Rupture of Membranes
(PPROM), severe oligohy-
dramnios, chorioamnionitis,
and a urinary tract infection
(UTI). Soon after birth, the
baby developed severe respira-
tory distress and was immedi-
ately admitted to the NICU,
where he received comprehen-
sive advanced neonatal care.

The infant was managed
with advanced respiratory
support and received Total
Parenteral Nutrition (TPN)
through PICC and central

The event will be held on
July 24, 25 and 26 at Novotel
HICC, Hyderabad. With a
focus on quality, artistry
and unique designs, Hi Life
Jewels offers an opportuni-
ty for customers to discov-
er exceptional jewellery
pieces suitable for wed-
dings, celebrations and
special occasions.

venous lines.
Throughout the treatment,
breastfeeding, = Kangaroo

Mother Care (KMC), and the
unwavering support of the
multidisciplinary medical
team, nursing staff, and the
baby's parents played a crucial
role in his recovery.

The baby recovered success-
fully without major complica-
tions such as intracranial
hemorrhage (brain bleeding)
or Retinopathy of Prematurity
(ROP). He is now healthy,
steadily gaining weight, and
achieving normal develop-
mental milestones.

Doctors stated that the baby
will continue to undergo regu-

As soon as the House
reassembled at noon after
an earlier adjournment,
Birla asked Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren

Rijiju to make a statement
but Congress leader K C
Venugopal intervened to
assert that the Opposition
is also seeking the resigna-
tion of Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan.

Rijju said the govern-
ment is willing to hold a
discussion on NEET paper
leak issue but the Speaker
will have to meet floor lead-
ers of all parties to decide
on the rule under which the
discussion will be held, its
date and duration.

Amid Opposition slogan-
eering, the House was
adjourned till 2 pm. The
opposition has been
demanding a discussion on
the NEET paper leak issue
and is also seeking the res-
ignation of Pradhan over
the handling of the contro-
versy over the alleged
examination irregularities.
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Thalliki Vandhanam a boon for poor

students: Chittoor MP

Chittoor Chittoor
Parliament Member and
Politburo Member
Daggumalla Prasad Rao
has praised the ‘Thalliki
Vandhanam’ Scheme as a
great boon for poor stu-
dents. He described the
Alliance Government as
a synonym for trustwor-
thiness and congratulat-
ed Chief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu as a
leader who stands firmly
by his promises.

The Alliance
Government, honouring
its commitment, has
released the second
instalment of the Thalliki
Vandhanam  scheme.
While attending
Parliament sessions in
Delhi on Wednesday,
Chittoor MP Daggumalla
Prasad Rao expressed his

happiness over the direct

credit of funds into the

mothers’ bank accounts.
The Andhra Pradesh

Government is imple-
menting the prestigious
‘Thalliki Vandhanam’
scheme with the noble
objective that parents of
poor students should not
face financial difficulties
in educating their chil-
dren. Under this scheme,
the government is direct-
ly transferring financial

assistance into the bank
accounts of eligible stu-
dents’ mothers. This is a
shining example of the
Alliance Government’s
sincerity and commit-
ment, the MP stated.

The government is pro-
viding Rs.15,000 per year
to every eligible student.
As part of this, a total of
Rs.10,120.78 Crores have
been released into the
accounts of mothers of
approximately 64.76 lakh
students across the state.

Chittoor MP
Daggumalla Prasad Rao
clarified that students
studying in government,
aided, and local body
schools are eligible for
this scheme. He added
that the scheme also
applies to poor students
studying Intermediate

courses. The scheme pro-
vides benefits for all chil-
dren in a family, irrespec-
tive of the number of chil-
dren, thereby paving the
way for a bright future
for students.

He emphasised that
this scheme will serve as
a great support for stu-
dents who might other-
wise drop out of studies
due to poverty. Direct
financial assistance to
mothers will enable them
to pay special attention to
their children’s educa-
tion, he noted. On this
occasion, Daggumalla
Prasad Rao extended his
heartfelt thanks to the
Alliance Government for
standing as a strong sup-
port to poor students
through the Thalliki
Vandhanam scheme.

Road safety is key to protecting brain

health, say KIMS ICO

Visakhapatnam, July 22,
2026: Emphasising that
adherence to road safety
norms can significantly
reduce the risk of serious
brain injuries, doctors at
KIMS ICON Hospital urged
motorists to follow traffic
regulations and adopt safe
driving practices. The
appeal was made during an
awareness  programme

FKIMS-ICON

organised on the occasion
of World Brain Day to pro-
mote road safety and brain
health.

Traffic Circle Inspector
SK. Hussain and Law &
Order Circle Inspector
Vasu Naidu attended the
programme as chief guests.
Sub-Inspectors Shantaram
and Krishna were also pres-
ent.Speaking on the occa-

N doctors

sion, Dr. C.H. Vijay, Dr.
Manasa, Dr. Nikhil
Nagireddy, Dr. K.A. Naidu,
Dr. Remvath and Dr.
Jagadeesh said that road
accidents frequently result
in severe head injuries,
leading to traumatic brain
damage, intracranial bleed-
ing and blood clots. Such
injuries, they noted, can
cause paralysis, speech
impairment, memory loss
and other long-term neuro-
logical disabilities.

They stressed that
timely medical interven-
tion during the critical
"golden hour" following
an accident can substan-
tially improve survival
and recovery. The doctors
also advised motorists to
avoid overspeeding and
reckless driving.

Naseeruddin Shah,
Ratna Pathak support
protesting students,
slam police action

NEW DELHI; His heart is aching and
he is furious at the injustice meted out
to the young by masked “goons” who
remind him of American ICE agents,
actor Naseeruddin Shah said on
Wednesday in a strongly worded state-
ment against the police crackdown on
protesting students. “Sab yaad rakha
jayega (Everything
will be remem-
bered),” Shah said
in an emotional
video posted on
Instagram  while
asking students to
continue their fight. The video came
two days after police in the city
cracked down on thousands of people,
mostly students, who hit the streets of
the capital in response to a ‘Chalo
Sansad’ call to push for the resignation
of Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan and voice their protest
against irregularities in the exam sys-
tem and NEET paper leaks.

Rajya Sabha adjourned till 2 pm as Opposition raises issue
of police action against students

NEW DELHI: Rajya Sabha was
adjourned till 2pm, for the second
time on Wednesday, after
Opposition members tried to raise
the issue of police action against
students protesting the NEET
examination paper leak. "The
House will meet again at 2 pm
today," Deputy Chairman
Harivansh announced after his
repeated requests to members to let
the House function were ignored.
The House proceedings began at 11

lar follow-up evaluations to
closely monitor his growth
and overall development.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr.
Deepa Dharanappa Shetty,
Senior Neonatologist &
Pediatrician, said,
"Successfully discharging a
baby born at just 25 weeks of
gestation and weighing only
816 grams is a proud milestone
for our NICU team. This
achievement reflects the com-
bined efforts of our experi-
enced multidisciplinary team,
state-of-the-art neonatal infra-
structure, the importance of
breast milk, Kangaroo Mother
Care (KMC), and the unwaver-
ing commitment of the baby's

A A
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am, but as soon as the Leader of the
Opposition and Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge attempted to
raise the issue of the baton charge
and use of tear gas against student
protesters earlier this week,
Treasury bench members objected
loudly, triggering a shouting
match across the House. Before
Kharge could complete even one

sentence, Chairman C P
Radhakrishnan adjourned the pro-
ceedings until noon.

Young Bone Cancer Survivors
Inspire Hope at Apollo

SARCOMA:
CANCER

Hyderabad, July 22: In an
emotional tribute to courage
and resilience, Apollo
Cancer Centre, Jubilee Hills,
honoured bone cancer survi-
vors many of them children
and young adults during a
special programme organ-
ised as part of World
Sarcoma Month, highlight-
ing that timely diagnosis
and advanced treatment can
save lives.

The event celebrated the
extraordinary journeys of
young survivors who fought
one of the most aggressive
forms of cancer and emerged
victorious. A 12-year-old stu-
dent, who shared her inspir-
ing recovery story, said the
battle against bone cancer
was difficult but was made
possible through timely
treatment, unwavering sup-
port from doctors, and the
encouragement of her fami-
ly. Speaking on the occasion,
Padmashree and Director
Apollo Cancer Center Dr. P.
Vijay Anand Reddy said sar-
comas are rare but poten-
tially life-threatening can-
cers that often affect chil-

Do S
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dren, teenagers and young
adults. He stressed that per-
sistent bone pain, swelling
or unexplained lumps
should never be ignored, as
early diagnosis and a multi-
disciplinary treatment
approach significantly
improve survival and help
preserve limbs.

Dr. Rajeev Reddy,
Orthopaedic  Oncologist,
said bone cancer treatment
demands immense physical
and emotional strength, and
the determination shown by
the survivors serves as an
inspiration for patients cur-
rently undergoing treat-
ment. He noted that advanc-
es in limb-salvage surgery,
precision oncology and reha-
bilitation have transformed
outcomes, allowing many
young patients to return to
school, sports and normal
life. Apollo Hospitals
Telangana Regional CEO
Mr. Tejesvi Rao Veerepalli
said bone cancer often
receives less public atten-
tion than other cancers
despite affecting many
young lives.

Bank of Baroda Telangana North Region Celebrates
119th Foundation Day with CSR Initiative at
PM Kendriya Vidyalaya, AFS Begumpet.

Hyderabad, July 22, 2026: As
part of the 119th Foundation Day
celebrations, Bank of Baroda,
Office,
North under its Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiative
has sponsored an RO Water
Purification Plant to PM Shri

Regional

Telangana

AFS

parents. With timely interven-
tion and quality neonatal care,
even extremely premature
babies have a significantly bet-
ter chance of surviving and
leading healthy lives."

Present on the occasion
were Dr. Srujana S., Senior
Consultant - Obstetrics &

Gynaecology, Laparoscopic
Surgeon &  Infertility
Specialist; Dr. Madhavi

Dokku, Senior Consultant —
Gynaecological Oncologist,
Obstetrician & Gynaecologist;
Dr. Sajitha Reddy, Consultant
-Neonatologist & Pediatrician;
Ms. Krishnaveni, Centre Head;
and Dr. Prashanth, Medical
Superintendent.

Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Begumpet, Hyderabad.

As part of the celebrations, an
Essay Writing Competition was
also conducted for students and
prizes were distributed to the
winners in recognition of their
creativity
The event was graced by Mr.
Sanil Kumar B, DGM, Regional
Manager, Telangana North
Region and Mr. Abhishek Bharti,
AGM, Deputy Regional Manager,
Telangana North Region along
with Branch Heads & Staff mem-
bers.

From PM Shri Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Mr. R Venkateshwer
Rao, Principal of the school,
along with faculty members and
students, actively participated in
the programme.Speaking on the
occasion, the school authorities
expressed their heartfelt grati-

tude to Bank of Baroda for pro-
viding the RO Water Plant, stat-
ing that it will greatly benefit the
students by ensuring access to
safe and clean drinking water.
They appreciated the Bank's
commitment towards communi-
ty welfare and its continued
efforts to contribute positively to

society.

Bank of Baroda remains com-
mitted to its legacy of service and
nation-building by undertaking
initiatives that promote educa-
tion, health and social well-being
in line with its vision of being
ONE TEAM, ONE GOAL, ONE
BANK.
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Ensure Transparency in Fund Utilisation and Welfare
Schemes: PAC Chairman Pulaparthi Anjaneyulu

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)

Andhra Pradesh
Legislative Assembly
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) Chairman
Pulaparthi Anjaneyulu
stressed the need for trans-
parency, accountability
and effective utilisation of
government funds while
implementing  welfare
schemes. During a review
meeting with Andhra
University and Tribal
Welfare Department offi-
cials at the IIM
Visakhapatnam campus on
Wednesday, he examined
audit observations relating
to the 2014-19 period and
sought explanations from

officials. He directed
Andhra University to focus
on providing quality educa-
tion, improving teacher-
student ratio, strengthen-
ing career guidance, skill
development and research,
and upgrading infrastruc-
ture. He also suggested
introducing industry-ori-
ented courses, enhancing

communication and soft
skills, and ensuring effec-
tive functioning of SC/ST
cells and student welfare
mechanisms.

Reviewing the Tribal
Welfare Department, the
PAC Chairman instructed
officials to ensure that gov-
ernment welfare schemes
and financial assistance

Why belly fat is harder to lose in
women: Hormones, stress and
pregnancy may be the real reasons

Long-term pressures such as work,
childcare, household
responsibilities and caring for
elderly family members can keep
cortisol levels high, making it more
difficult to reduce belly fat despite
regular exercise and healthy eating.
To address abdominal fat
effectively, Dr Shah recommends
progressive resistance training,
particularly for women
approaching menopause, as it helps
preserve muscle mass and
improves metabolism. She also
advises consuming 1.2 to 1.5 grams
of protein per kilogram of ideal
body weight daily to support
muscle maintenance, improve
satiety and regulate blood sugar
levels. Adequate sleep is equally
important. Regularly getting seven
to eight hours of sleep helps
regulate cortisol and appetite
hormones, while poor sleep can
promote fat storage around the
midsection.

For women in perimenopause or
menopause, Dr Shah suggests
discussing hormone health with a
doctor. In suitable cases, hormone
replacement therapy may help
improve insulin sensitivity,
preserve lean muscle and reduce
abdominal fat accumulation,
although treatment should be
tailored to individual needs.

Dr Shah emphasises that there is no
universal solution for belly fat, as
the underlying causes differ from
one woman to another. Whether the
issue is related to pregnancy,
hormonal changes, chronic stress
or ageing, identifying the root cause
is essential for choosing the most
effective treatment approach.

Mumbai, Jul 22: Many women follow
healthy diets and exercise regularly but
continue to struggle with stubborn belly
fat. While this is often blamed on poor
lifestyle habits, health experts say the
reasons are far more complex, with
hormones, pregnancy, chronic stress
and ageing all playing a significant role.
According to Dr Neha Shah, weight loss
specialist and co-founder of The Good
Weight, simply cutting calories may not
be enough, as fat stored around the
abdomen is often influenced by
biological and hormonal factors rather
than diet alone.

Dr Shah explains that fat distribution
naturally changes during different
stages of a woman's life. During the
reproductive years, higher oestrogen
levels encourage fat storage around the
hips and thighs. However, as oestrogen
levels begin to decline in the 40s, fat
storage gradually shifts towards the
abdomen, causing many women to
notice an expanding waistline even if
their body weight remains unchanged
Pregnancy can also leave lasting
changes. Many women experience a
persistent "mummy tummy" due to
diastasis recti, a condition in which the
abdominal muscles separate during
pregnancy and may not fully heal after
childbirth. In such cases, the protruding
abdomen is often caused by weakened
muscles rather than excess fat. Dr Shah
advises women to seek assessment from
a doctor or women's health
physiotherapist before beginning
abdominal exercises, as conventional sit-
ups or crunches may worsen the
condition. Stress is another major
contributor. Elevated levels of cortisol,
the body's stress hormone, encourage fat
storage around the abdomen.

BAJA) FINANCE LIMITED

Registered Office : Bajaj Finance Limited, C/o Bajaj Auto Limited Complex Mumbai Pune Road Akurdi Pune 411035
Branch Add: Bajaj Finance Ltd 2nd Floor Sujatha Arcade Opp Meena Krishna Plaza Beside ICICI Prulife Prudencial Office, Gtroad Srikakulam-532001
POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002)
Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Bajaj Finance Limited (BFL). under the provisions of the Securitisation and Reconstruction
of Financials Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Sec.13(12) read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued demand by registered post ("Notice") calling upon the Borrowers/Co-borrowers mentioned here
under to repay the amount mentioned in the notice U/s.13(2) of the said Act within a period of 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The Borrowers/Mortgagors/Guarantors named below having failed to repay the said amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers/
Mortgagors/Guarantors and public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic possession of the property described herein below in
exercise of powers conferred on me under Sec. 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The
borrowers in particular and public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the said property and any dealing with this property will be subject
to the charge of the Bajaj Finance Limited. for the amount mentioned herein below along with interest thereon at contracted rate. The borrower's
attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

g FINANCE
BAJAJ

No. Loan Account No./Name of the Description of Property Di‘,‘fd"ﬁm‘;‘fi)‘{"zﬂﬁ”
Borrower(s) Mortgagor(s) Guarantor(s) Schedule of Property Amount and
Date of Possession
1 | LAN : PU9OP BI6340988 All the piece and parcel of Dr No. 15-2-12/1A, Sr No.221/1, 16.04.2026

1.S S Traders thr. Its Prop. Muralimohan Sasanapuri | Vivekananada Colony, Near Appayya Dora House,| Rs.43,27,803-
Rfo. 16-2-128/A Annapurna Asshramam Street Palasa | Kasibugga, Palasa, Srikakulam Dist. 532222 along with| (Rupees Forty
Srikakulam Andhra Pradesh 532221 Email id: proportionate share in common (Area adm. 140 Sq.Yds.).| Three Lakhs
sstraders@gmail.com. Also at, R/o. Dr No. 15-2-12/1A,| Bounded as: East: Property of Balla Krishna Rao; West:| Twenty Seven
SrNo.221/, Vivekananada Colony, Near Appayya Dora | Property of Borgi Vasantha Kumari; North: Property of Borgi| Thousand Eight
House, Kasibugga, Palasa, Srikakulam Dist. 532222 | Vasantha Kumari; South: 20 Feet wide Rajamargam. As per| Hundred Three
2. Muralimohan Sasanapuri S/o Kameswara Rao site visit: East: Vacant Land of Balla Krishna Rao; West: Only)

Sasanpuri R/o. 15-2-121/A Vvn Colony VVN Colony | Vacant Land of Borgi Vasantha Kumari; North: Vacant Land|™21,07.2026 at
Palasa Srikakulam Andhra Pradesh 532221 Of Borgi Vasantha Kumari; South: 20 Feet Road. 01:30 PM to
Email id: sasanapuri.murali@gmail.com 02:30 PM

Date: 22.07.2026, Place: Andhra Pradesh For Bajaj Finance Limited, Authorised Officer

Vijayawada

reach all eligible tribal ben-
eficiaries without delay. He
called for proper utilisation
of TRICOR funds and said
serving tribal communities
was equivalent to serving
God. He also directed offi-
cials to ensure that
Aadhaar cards, ration
cards, birth certificates and
other essential documents
are provided to tribals, and
that no eligible beneficiary
is denied government ben-
efits due to technical
issues. PAC members,
Assembly officials,
Andhra University
authorities and Tribal
Welfare Department offi-
cials attended the meeting.

Pawan Kalyan Reviews Progress of Palnadu-
Prakasam Mega Drinking Water Projects

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)
Andhra Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister and Minister
for Panchayat Raj, Rural
Development and Rural
Water Supply Pawan Kalyan
directed officials to speed up
the Jal Jeevan Mission and
Amarajeevi Jaladhara mega
drinking water projects in
Palnadu and Prakasam dis-
tricts, citing the possibility of
severe drinking water scarci-
ty due to El Nino-induced
drought conditions.
Reviewing the projects with
Rural Water Supply (RWS)
officials on Wednesday, he
instructed them to complete
the works within the stipu-
lated time and ensure safe
drinking water reaches every
household. Officials informed

AP Government Simplifies
Removal of Lands from 22A
Prohibited List

visakhapatnam (TSIT)

Andhra Pradesh
Minister for Revenue,
Registration and Stamps
Anagani Satya Prasad on
Wednesday announced
new orders simplifying
the removal of eligible
lands from the 22A
Prohibited  Properties
List, providing major
relief to thousands of
farmers and landowners.
Addressing a media con-
ference at the State
Secretariat, he said the
reforms are aimed at
ensuring transparency
and protecting land rights.
The Minister said
Webland 2.0 will serve as
the sole official database

for agricultural land
records, while the
Inspector General of

Registration and Stamps
will maintain the central-
ized database of prohibit-
ed properties. Lands
assigned before June 18,
1954, village habitation
(Gramakantam) lands,
Village Service Inam
lands, conditional patta
lands, eligible temple and
Wagf auction lands, old
unapproved layouts, and
APSFC auction lands will
be removed from the 22A
list wherever applicable.
He clarified that if patta
lands are wrongly includ-

ed in the prohibited list,
action will be taken
against the concerned offi-
cials. The responsibility of
proving that a property
belongs to the government
will rest with the govern-
ment, not the landowner.
A mandatory show-cause
notice and an opportunity
to raise objections will be
provided before any land
is included in the 22A list.
Refuting allegations of
privatization of Sub-
Registrar offices, the
Minister said the PPP
model is limited to provid-
ing infrastructure, while
all statutory powers,
including registrations
and document verifica-
tion, will remain with gov-
ernment officials. He also
assured that document
writers' livelihoods would
be fully protected. On the
ongoing land resurvey.

, Anagani Satya Prasad
said the present govern-
ment has adopted a scien-
tific and transparent
approach by allocating
over 200 days for the exer-
cise, unlike the previous
government, which com-
pleted it in a hurried man-
ner. Inspector General of
Registration and Stamps
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was
also present at the media
conference.

Heln SHG Women Become Entrepreneurs: Minister
Kondapalli Srinivas Urges Centre to Approve
Sector-Based and Artisan Clusters

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)
Andhra Pradesh Minister
for MSMEs, Rural Poverty
Alleviation and  NRI
Empowerment & Relations,
Kondapalli Srinivas, has
urged the Union Ministry of
Rural Development to expe-
dite approval for the Sector-
Based and Artisan Cluster
projects proposed by the
State Government to trans-
form Self-Help Group (SHG)
women into successful
entrepreneurs. During his
two-day visit to New Delhi,
the Minister met T.K. Anil
Kumar, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Rural
Development, Government
of India, on Wednesday. He

requested early approval for
projects proposed under the
DAY-NRLM, including the
Jakkampudi Lakhpati Didi
Park  (benefiting 750
women), Ponduru Khadi
Cluster, Guntur Pickles &
Chilli By-products Cluster,
Chirala Handloom Cluster,
Emmiganur  Handloom
Cluster, and Millet Cluster.
The Minister said these
clusters would provide SHG
women with skill develop-
ment, value-added produc-
tion, market linkages, and
employment opportunities,
while strengthening the
State Government's vision of
"One Family - One
Entrepreneur."

him that the two projects,
with a combined cost of near-  key
ly 2,500 crore, are progress-
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E- AUCTION NOTICE

E- Auction forms are invited from interested
buyers for disposal, strictly on “As Is Where Is”
basis, Inundation /Affected Damaged Stock of
Pesticides: -Approx Quantity-In Lot (361
Nos/Pcs), (For Further Details, Please Refer to
the Participation Form) Belonging to M/s.
Dhanuka Agritech Limited. Salvage of the
above materials can be inspected at Dhanuka
Agritech Limited, D. No: 104-53, Etukuru, Opp
Power Sub Station, Revenue Ward 60, Guntur-
Andhra Pradesh - 522017, between 23/07/26 to
30/07/26, after taking prior appointment from
Mr. Ashu Singh, Mob.No.:8800931034. E-
Auction to be held on 31/07/26. For E-Auction
forms, Contact Mr. Neeraj Sadana at Mob:-
8434340000
E-Auction Insights

Private Limited (Auctioneers)
Address:148,Street #11,Bhakhra Enclave,
Near Gurudwara Sahib Malomajra, Tehsil
and District Patiala, Punjab -147001

or for more details email to us

info@eauctionbharat.com

Last date for submission of E-Auction
form is 30/07/26 before 05.00 PM.

ing well. In the Prakasam
Mega Water Grid Project,
intake well construction has
crossed 40% completion,
while 53 km of pipeline has
been laid. Under the Palnadu
Mega Water Grid Project, 152
km of pipeline network has
been completed, with other
infrastructure works
also progressing.

Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd.

Corporate Office: Unit No. 19-NE, 19th Floor, The Ruby, Senapati Bapat Marg, Near Ruparel
College, Dadar (West), Mumbai, Maharashtra - 400 028

DEMAND NOTICE
Under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement Of Security Interest Act,
2002 read with Rule 3 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
The undersigned is the Authorised Officer of Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd. (MHIL) under Securitisation And
Reconstruction Of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (the said Act). In
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002, the Authorised Officer has issued Demand Notices under section 13(2) of the said
Act, calling upon the following Borrower/s (the “said Borrower”), to repay the amounts mentioned in the respective
Demand Notice/s issued to them that are also given below.
In connection with above, Notice is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrower to pay to MHIL, within 60 days from
the publication of this Notice, the amounts indicated herein below, together with further interest at 2% p.m. as
detailed in the said Demand Notices, from the dates mentioned below till the date of payment and/or
realization, payable under the loan agreement read with other documents/writings, if any, executed by the said
Borrowers. As security for due repayment of the loan, the following assets have been mortgaged to MHIL by the said
Borrowers respectively.

Muthoot Homefin

Sr. | Name of the Borrower(s)/ | Total Outstanding | Date of Description of secured asset
No.| Co-Borrower(s)/ Guarantor/ Dues (Rs.) Demand (immovable property)
‘| Loan Account No./Branch Notice
1. |V Neelamohan Reddy/ | Rs. 4,66,646/- |30-Jun- |Property Situated in RD Anantapur and Srd of Siganamala,

Vardhi Reddy
Padmavati/ Vaddireddy

Rupees Four 2026
Lakh Sixty Six

Within The Fields Of Chamaluru Village, Kesepalli Panchayat,
Narpala Mandal, Anantapur District. Babu-nature - Govt: Dry,

Sucharitha/ Thousand Six S.no. 428-5, A.C. 3.14 Paiki, A.C.:- 0.50 Paiki, A.c.:- 0.07.23,

ANA-NHL-000289/ Hundred Fourty H.s.:- 0.029, Katha No:- 465 Bounded By: East:- Rastha, South:-

Anantapur Six And Paise Remaining Land in Same Survey Number, West:- Remaining
Thirty Only. Land in Same Survey Number, North:- Land Of Vennapusa

Suryanarayana Reddy Extent:- 349.932 Square Yards

01-Jul- |Property Situated at RD Anantapur And Srd Anantapur,
Papampeta Village & Within The Limits Of Anantapur
Municipal Corporation, Anantapur District. Babu-nature:-
Govt Dry, H. No.:- 4-1-722, Sy.no:- 96/1A Paiki, Extent:-
32.66 Sq. Boundaries As Under:- East - House Of Kummara
Sriramulu in Plot No. 60, South:- Road, West:- House Of
Ramanjineyulu in Plot No. 58, North:- Road

Rs. 22,25,887/-
Rupees Twenty | 2026
Two Lakh
Twenty Five
Thousand Eight
Hundred Eighty
Seven Only.

2. |Yarukala Raghuvarma/
Yerukala Sudakar/
Yarukala Poojitha/
Yerukula Uma/Yarikala
Saraswathi/ Yarikula
Ramanjineyulu/
ANA-NHL-000281/
Anantapur

If the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to MHIL as aforesaid, MHIL shall proceed against the above secured
assets under Section 13(4) of the Act and the applicable Rules, entirely at the risks of the said Borrowers as to the
costs and consequences.

The said Borrowers are prohibited under the Act from transferring the aforesaid assets, whether by way of sale,
lease or otherwise without the prior written consent of MHIL. Any person who contravenes or abets contravention
of the provisions of the said Act or Rules made thereunder, shall be liable for imprisonment and/or penalty as
provided under the Act.
Date: July 23, 2026
Place: Anantapur

Sd/-Authorized Officer,
Muthoot Homefin (India) Limitey

Vridhi Finserv Home Finance Ltd

Registered & corporate office address - 1st floor, No. 38,
GKR Sapthagiri Vaishtadhama, 12th cross, Office CBI Road,
Ganganagar, Bangalore 560032

TENDER - CUM - AUCTION SALE NOTICE

AUCTION SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY UNDER SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF
FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002.

Whereas, the Bank has issued notice under Section 13 (2) of the SARFAESI Act, 2002 and in pursuant to and in exercise of the
powers conferred under Section 13 (4) of the Act, the Authorised Officer, The Vridhi Finserv Home Finance Ltd., has taken
possession of the mortgaged properties including those more fully described hereunder, and the Bank has decided to sell the
below mentioned property under the provisions of the SARFAESI Act read with the relevant rules of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

A\
&

VRIDHI

HOME FINANCE

Reserve Balance Date & Time
SI. Name of Description of the Properties Price Outstanding | of opening
INo|  the Borrower Boundaries & Measurement and EMD | Amount to be |tender & place
Amount | paid to Bank | of auction
Kadapa Branch
1.|(1) Mr. Noonepalli| o that piece and parcel of the Property YSR |  Rs. Rs. 25/08/2026
Reddeiah S/o| pistrict, Kadapa Rural Sub-District, Chennur |46,00,000/-| 25,33,683/- at
Noonepalli Obaiah| mandalam, Chennur (G.P), Chennur Village Field, | (Rupees | (Rupees 11.30 AM
(2) Mrs. Noonepalli| Bestha Colony, Old, New Door No.15/283, (Door | Forty Six | Twenty Five
Venkata Lakshmi| No.15/234) Sy No..753/1B,753/2, Land measuring |  Lakhs | Lakh Thirty | The Vridhi
W/o Noonepalli| an extent of 113.77Sgq. yards of RCC House and Only) Three Finserv Home
Reddeiah both are| bounded by the following boundaries: Bounded by: | EMD: 10% |Thousand Six| Finance Ltd
residing at H-No-| North: House of Bommanaboina Bala Gurraiah, | of the Hundred Bangalore
15/234, Besta Colony,| South: House of Kadapa Sreenu, East: Road, | Reserve Eighty Three
Chennur, Chennur| West: House of Bola Subbarayudu, Site | Price Only) as on
Cuddapa, Andra| Measurements: East to West: Both Side: 32Feets |Rs.4,60,000/- 21.07.2026

0r9.76 Meters, North to South: Both Side: 32 Feets
Or 9.76 Meters to an extant of 113.77Sq. yds.of
Site. RCC House: East to West: 30 Feets Or 9.15
Meters, North to South: 30 Feets Or 9.15 Meters to | Thousand
an extant of 900Sq. fts. Of RCC House. Only)

Pradesh-516162. (Rupees
Four Lakh

Sixty

2 (1) Mr. Chintalal Al that piece and parcel of the Property YSR Rs. Rs.

Venkata Ramana S/o| District, Kadapa Rural Sub-District, Chennur | 33,00,000/- | 25,42,180/-
Chintala Venkataiah,| mandalam, Chennur (G.P), Chennur Village (Rupees (Rupees
(2) Mrs. Chinthala| Field, Bestha Colony, Old Door No.15/182, New | Thirty | Twenty Five
Malleswari W/o| Door No.15/227 Sy No.:753/1B,753/2, Land | Three Lakh Forty
Chintala Venkata| measuring an extent of 65‘27sq._ yards of R_CC Lakhs Two
Ramana, H-No. 15-| Houseand poundeq by thefollowmg boundanesi Only) Thousand
182, Besta Colony, Bounded by: North. Road,'South. Kefluva, East: One Hundred
Chennur, Cuddapa,| House of Chintala Kondaiah, West: House of | gyp, 19y, | Eighty Only)
Andra Pradesh- Site Measurements: East to West: 23.1/2 Feets Or of the ason
H1p152. 7.16 Meters, North o South: 25 feets Or 7.62 | Reserve | 20.07.2026

Meters to an extent of 65.27Sq.yds.of Site. RCC
House: East to West: 21.1/2 Feets Or 6.55 Meters. | Rs-3,30,000%
North to South: 23 Feets Or 7.01 Meters to an | (Rupees

extent of 495Sq. fts. of RCC House. 1t Floor RCC | Three Lakh

House East to West: 21.1/2 Feets Or 6.55 Meters, |  Thirty
North to South:23 Feets Or 7.01 Meters to an extent | Thousand
0f495Sg.fts. of 1st Floor RCC Mahadi House. Only)

Terms and Conditions of Auction Sale: - (1) The Tender form can be collected from The Vridhi Finserv Home
Finance Ltd, Registered & Corporate Office Address- 1st Floor, No. 38, GKR Sapthagiri Vaishtadhama, 12th
Cross, Off CBI Road, Ganganagar, Bangalore-560032. (ph. 8310167101) on all working days during office hours. (2)
The intending bidders should submit their bids in the prescribed tender form in closed cover along with EMD of 10% of
the Reserve Price by means of Demand Draft/ Banker's Cheque / Pay Order drawn in favour of The Vridhi Finserv Home
Finance Ltd., Bangalore- payable at Bangalore. The Demand Draft / Banker's Cheque / Pay Order shall be drawn after
the date of publication of this Tender — cum — Auction Sale Notice. (3) Tenders not in the prescribed format will not be
accepted. The tender along with the EMD shall be submitted at The Vridhi Finserv Home Finance Ltd., Bangalore
latest by 24.08.2026 before 5.00 P M. Tender without EMD shall be summarily rejected. (4) The property “SHALL NOT”
be sold below the reserve price. (5) In case the bidder is not successful the EMD amount shall be refunded without
interest. (6) The EMD amount shall be liable for forfeiture without prior notice, if the successful bidder fails to adhere to
the terms and conditions of the Auction Sale. (7) The sealed tenders will be opened by the Authorised Officer in the
presence of the available / attending bidders at 11.30 AM on 25.08.2026. (8) After opening the tenders, the intending
bidders may be given opportunity at the discretion of the Authorised Officer to have, intense bidding amongst
themselves to enhance the offer Price. (9) The successful bidder shall deposit 25% of the Sale Price (inclusive of EMD)
immediately after the auction sale, on the same day, in Cash or Demand Draft and the balance of the Sale Price within 15
days from the date of confirmation of sale. In case of default by the successful bidder, all the amounts deposited till then
shall be forfeited without notice and the property shall be put for re-auction. (10) The successful bidder shall bear the
statutory dues / taxes / charges / property tax / E B charges / water charges / conveyance charges such as stamp duty,
registration fee etc. that is required to be paid in order to get the property conveyed in his favour, as per the applicable
laws. (11) The Authorised Officer has absolute right to accept or reject any or all of the tender or/ bid / offer and / or
adjourn / postpone / cancel the Auction Sale without assigning any reason, and also to modify an or all terms and
conditions of the sale without prior notice. (12) The sale is subject to confirmation by the Bank. (13) The property can be
inspected by the intending bidder between 10.00 AM and -5.00PM at his expenses at the address mentioned in the
Schedule. (14) The property is put for sale on “AS IS WHERE IS CONDITION” and “AS IS WHAT IS CONDITION". The
intending bidder shall satisfy himself about the title, ownership, statutory approvals, encumbrances etc. of the property.
(15) In case of stay of further proceedings by DRT/DRAT/High Court or any other court, the auction may either be
deferred or cancelled and persons participating in the sale shall have no right to claim damages, compensation or cost
for such postponement or cancellation. (16) This is also notice to the (Borrowers /Guarantors / Mortgagors) aforesaid
loan about holding of auction sale on above mentioned date if their dues are not repaid in full, other terms and
conditions applicable as per the Act.

For further details the intending bidders may contact the Authorised Officer, The Vridhi Finserv Home Finance Ltd,
Registered & Corporate Office Address- 1st Floor, No. 38, GKR Sapthagiri Vaishtadhama, 12th Cross, Off CBI Road,
Ganganagar, Bangalore-560032. for ascertaining the details of property and also for inspection of property
(Contact No. 8310167101) E-Mail: vridhihomefinance.com/ website: www.vridhihomefinance.com

For ascertaining the details of property and also for inspection of property Contact (Ph. 9187165216)
Mr. Sunkara Ravishankar Mob: 9187165216 (Senior Branch Manager in Vridhi Home Finance Ltd., Kadapa)

Date: 22.07.2026 Sd/- Authorised Officer
Place: Bangalore The Vridhi Finserv Home Finance Ltd.,
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EDITORIAL

A Rs 5,000 Fine Can't

Fix India's 'Babu' Ra;.

But It's

A Start

One small step for the government, and a giant leap for
governance? That's the question that popped up in my
mind this week as I read about an interesting decision
by the Delhi government's cabinet to fine officials a
maximum of Rs 5,000 if their service for citizens is
delayed without a valid justification. If it is approved as
expected, the Delhi (Right of Citizen to Time Bound and
Ease of Delivery of Service) Bill replaces/upgrades a
similar 2011 Act. As the name suggests, it holds itself
accountable to citizens with a proposal to impose a fine
of Rs 250 a day, with a Rs 5,000 ceiling.

In principle, this is a great idea and also reflects an
increasing democratisation of governance in which
elected leaders pressure the bureaucracy to do what is
expected of them. But there is a very long way to go,
because in India, which the UK's The Economist maga-
zine once described as "a natural habitat of the clerk,"
there is a lot to do to undo the process-driven bureau-
cratisation that the magazine's land of birth itself left in
its imperial stamp on its colony. The very same maga-
zine recently ran a self-explanatory editorial titled,
"Why can't India's government build a decent website?",
and moaned about clunky online experiences among
"failures of "Indian officialdom". Any casual watcher of
the old BBC comedy series, "Yes, Minister", would be
assured that "Great" Britain has been not so great in
political control over bureaucrats. The culture is such.
It does get tricky. How do you hold bureaucrats and
lower-level government officials responsible in a sys-
tem in which incentives and disincentives have to be
balanced with costs, processes, and public accountabili-
ty to legislators and institutions like the Comptroller
and Auditor General? A rule-based system cannot easi-
ly function like an incentive-based culture or a severe

hire-and-fire mechanism.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government is official-
ly aware of the bureaucracy problem, but the solution
requires re-engineering a culture from the bottom up.
The ongoing controversy over the alphabet soup of
state-run public examinations, NEET, CUET, and CBSE
school exams, suggests that ministers and bureaucrats
need to be sensitive to an increasing mass of aware citi-
zens demanding accountability and efficient service.
Again, the buck-passing involving politicians and so-
called autonomous bodies, such as the National Testing
Agency, shows that you cannot have autonomy without
accountability, and you cannot absolve yourself of a
responsibility by pointing to a structural autonomy
designed to reduce bureaucratisation.

Much like the inflation-interest rate trade-off in macro-
economics, this requires a trade-off between empower-
ment that improves efficiency and transparency that
ensures there is no abuse of power.

Outsourcing things to private agencies, often risking
underhand corruption as well as the "L1 syndrome" in
which the lowest bidder in a contract need not neces-
sarily be the best service provider, is a trade-off
between transparency at low cost and the public's

desire to get better services.

Edit
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A SNUB, A CANCELLED VISIT:

WHY TRUMP DOESN'T EVEN WANT
TO SEE NETANYAHU ANYMORE

It was just over five months ago
that President Trump invited
Israel's prime minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, to the White House's
Situation Room, a rare honour for
a foreign leader. The highly classi-
fied event, attended by the top
security teams of both countries,
was arranged at Netanyahu's
request to persuade Trump to
launch a joint military operation
against Iran. The Israeli leader
managed to convince the President
that this was an opportunity for
the US to secure a quick victory,
similar to the one it achieved in
Venezuela a month earlier. But
that proved to be not only a major
miscalculation but also the worst
foreign policy decision by a US
president in decades.

Trump is now so annoyed with
Netanyahu that he doesn't even
want to meet him. After failing to
get an appointment with the
President, the Israeli leader had to
cancel his planned Monday visit to
Washington. In recent weeks,
Trump has humiliated Netanyahu
by calling him 'crazy' and using
expletives during phone calls. Last
month, he told the Financial
Times, "I call all the shots."
Referring to Netanyahu, he added,
"he doesn't call the shots". It is a
remarkable fall from grace and
power for the veteran Israeli
leader, who, for over three
decades, openly confronted and
sometimes even lectured US presi-
dents, without jeopardising his
position or damaging Israel's spe-
cial relationship with the United
States. But that has now changed.

Shifting US Opinion

For the first time since the State of
Israel's establishment in 1948, the
US political consensus in Israel's
favour is under the most serious
strain, largely due to Netanyahu's
actions. Last week, more than 100
Democratic members of the House
of Representatives (about half of
their strength) voted to end $3 bil-
lion in military and humanitarian
aid to Israel. Although the propos-

al was defeated, prominent
Democrats, including Nancy
Pelosi, Katherine Clark of
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Massachusetts (the minority
whip), and Ro Khanna, backed it.
Israel has been the largest recipi-
ent of US foreign aid since World
War II, receiving over $300 billion
between 1946 and 2025. The propos-
al to cut aid was intended as a
protest against the actions of the
Israeli government in Gaza, the
West Bank, and Lebanon. Israel
can't survive without military and
economic aid from the United
States. A week earlier, Rahm
Emanuel, chief of staff in the
Obama White House and a poten-
tial Democratic Party nominee for
the 2028 Presidential election,
delivered a stern message to Israel.
Emanuel, who is Jewish and
whose father was born in
Jerusalem, told Tel Aviv
University that the US-Israel
alliance "can not stand or survive
as it has been" and needs signifi-
cant changes and a new direction.
He attacked Netanyahu's leader-
ship, which he said had turned
Israel into a "territorial pariah",
adding that America's "uncondi-
tional support has allowed you to
deny food and medical relief to
innocent Palestinians in Gaza,
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leaving the world to conclude that
Israelis not only want to kill
Palestinians, but are completely
indifferent to their death, to their
destruction and completely indif-
ferent to their suffering". Even sec-
tions of the Republican Party,
which were earlier staunch sup-
porters of Israel, are now openly
critical of its government. The
Vice President, JD Vance, who
warned Netanyahu a month ago
that President Trump was Israel's
only ally, last week accused it of
funding a campaign to manipulate
US public opinion about the Iran
war and to undermine negotia-
tions to end the conflict.

These developments reflect shift-
ing public opinion in the United
States about Israel, particularly
since Netanyahu's disproportion-
ate military campaign in Gaza fol-
lowing the Hamas attack on
October 7, 2023. More than 72,000
Palestinians were killed in that
campaign. In February, a Gallup
survey found - for the first time in
the poll's history - that more
Americans now sympathise with
Palestinians than with Israelis,. In
April, a Pew survey found that

60% of Americans have an
unfavourable view of the Israeli
government. The survey also
found that, across both political
parties, majorities of adults under
50 now rate Israel and Netanyahu
negatively. Among Democrats, the
figure was 84%.

Trump-Netanyahu Bromance

Soon after taking office, Trump
announced a plan to 'relocate’
Palestinians from Gaza to new
homes elsewhere and presented a
stunning proposal. He suggested
that the US would take ownership
of the strip and build what he
called the "Riviera of the Middle
East". Netanyahu was thrilled, as
it gave him a political lifeline.
However, Trump soon realised the
plan was unrealistic, and the Gaza
war was becoming increasingly
unpopular in the US. With some
Israeli hostages still held by
Hamas, the dealmaker in Trump
saw an opportunity. Within
months, he presented his 20-point
peace plan for Gaza and imposed a
ceasefire on both Israel and
Hamas. This marked the first set-
back for Netanyahu, who wanted

the conflict to continue.

Lasting Damage

But Netanyahu had a bigger plan:
to invade Iran. He had been trying
to persuade American presidents
to attack the Islamic Republic for
more than three decades, but all
had turned down the idea, except
Trump. The Israeli leader had
already convinced him during his
first term to abandon the 2015 Iran
nuclear deal, the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), negotiated by President
Obama. In June 2025, Trump decid-
ed to bomb Iran's nuclear facilities
during the war started by Israel,
even though the US and Iran were
negotiating a new nuclear agree-
ment at the time. The US decision
to join Israel's war in February
was seen in Israel as a major suc-
cess for Netanyahu.

But as we know now, the war has
trapped Trump, forcing him to
sign a humiliating MOU with Iran,
which has emerged as a more radi-
cal and uncompromising country.
Tehran now has leverage to halt a
fifth of the world's energy supplies
passing through the Strait of
Hormuz. No wonder Trump is
frustrated and angry with
Netanyahu. It's been even worse
for Israel, making the Jewish
nation more insecure and destroy-
ing Netanyahu's Mr Security
brand at home. One of his war
aims was to gain popularity and
get re-elected in the October elec-
tions. But that now looks increas-
ingly unlikely as Netanyahu is
blamed for the debacle in Iran.
Two opinion polls published in the
past few days in Israel predict a
narrow victory for the opposition
in the upcoming election. One poll
gives Netanyahu's coalition only
48 seats in the upcoming election,
while another gives it 50, still short
of the 61-seat mark for a majority
in the Knesset. Netanyahu's
Questionable Record

The Iran war is the culmination of
a series of actions by Netanyahu
over the years that have harmed
Israel's reputation overseas and
damaged its special relationship
with the United States.

Why Won't the Government Accept

Student protests: Debate straying from
issues and concerns about the future

the Education Minister's Resignation?

Saurabh Varshney

A nation's greatest asset is
not its natural resources,
but its young generation. It
is these young people who
lay the foundation for the
country's future. If their
dreams, hard work, and
future are jeopardized, it
becomes not merely an
administrative failure but a
matter of national concern.
Recent incidents involving
the leaking of question
papers for various competi-
tive examinations across
the country have deeply
shaken the confidence of
millions of students. Today,
lakhs of students are ask-
ing: if the value of their
hard work is not secure,
what meaning remains in
their years of struggle?

Just as the government is
quick to claim credit for the
successful conduct of exam-
inations, the New
Education Policy, or
reforms in the education
sector, it must also accept
moral responsibility for the
failures of the examination
system. In a democratic
setup, accountability is not
limited to achievements
alone; accepting responsi-
bility for failures is also an
essential principle of good
governance.

The recurring incidents of
question paper leaks in var-
ious parts of the country are
not merely technical glitch-
es. They indicate a serious
institutional weakness
within the examination sys-
tem. Each time, an inquiry
committee is  formed,
arrests are made, and assur-
ances are given—yet, after a

while, the same incidents
recur. This cycle has eroded
the students' trust.

Today, the country's stu-
dents are compelled to take
to the streets to demand
their rights. Students are
staging peaceful protests at
various locations, including
Jantar Mantar in the capi-
tal, Delhi. Amidst lathi-
charges, scorching heat,
rain, and harsh conditions,
they have but one demand:
that their hard work and
future be safeguarded. It is
an irony that the youth
power, which ought to be in
libraries and laboratories,
is forced to stage sit-ins and
protests for its rights.

In a democracy, protest is
not a crime. The
Constitution grants every
citizen the right to express
their views peacefully.
Instead of viewing the stu-
dents' voices through a
political lens, it is essential
to understand their
anguish. After all, they are
not demanding special priv-
ileges; they merely seek fair
examinations and equal
opportunities.

At this juncture, the ques-
tion naturally arises: will
the Ministry of Education
accept moral responsibility
for this entire sequence of
events? In Indian democra-
cy, ministers have often
established a tradition of
accountability by resigning
on moral grounds. A resig-
nation is not a personal
defeat; rather, it can sym-
bolize accountability to the
system and respect for dem-
ocratic values.

However, it is equally
important to recognize that

a minister's resignation
alone is not a permanent
solution. If the flaws plagu-
ing the entire examination
system are not rectified, the
same problems could recur
even under a new minister.
Therefore, comprehensive
reforms are needed—such
as the use of state-of-the-art
technology in conducting
exams, a secure digital sys-
tem for question papers,
swift and stringent action
against the guilty, effective
control over the 'exam
mafia,’ and the establish-
ment of a transparent inves-
tigation mechanism.

The government must also
understand that today's gen-
eration seeks results, not
mere assurances. Known as
'Gen-Z, this generation is
tech-savvy, conscious of its
rights, and expects account-
ability. If their hard work
repeatedly falls victim to
systemic weaknesses, it is
natural for their faith in
democratic institutions to
erode.

The role of the opposition is
also crucial here. In a
democracy, the opposition's
duty is not merely to criti-
cize the government but
also to convey the voices of
the public—especially the
youth—to Parliament and
society at large. If students
take to the streets to voice
their grievances, listening
to them and providing a
proper platform for their
concerns is part of the dem-
ocratic obligation. At the
same time, any agitation
must remain entirely peace-
ful and within constitution-
al bounds.

Today, the paramount ques-

tion concerns not just any
single individual, but the
credibility of the entire edu-
cation system. If the coun-
try's meritorious students
begin to feel that success is
determined not by their
hard work but by leaked
question papers or organ-
ized corruption, it poses a
serious threat to the process
of nation-building. The gov-
ernment currently faces
both an opportunity and a
challenge.

If it adopts a path of trans-
parency, accountability,
and comprehensive
reforms, the trust of stu-
dents can be regained.
However, if matters remain
limited to mere assurances
and inquiry committees,
the chasm of discontent and
mistrust will only widen.
This is the time to rise
above politics and make
decisions in the national
interest. The future of stu-
dents is greater than any
government, political party,
or individual. Restoring the
credibility of the education
system is not solely the gov-
ernment's obligation but the
responsibility of the entire
democracy. Accountability
must be fixed, the guilty
must face severe punish-
ment, the examination sys-
tem must undergo lasting
reforms, and the nation's
youth must be assured that
their hard work will be
respected. For a nation's
future is secure only when
the trust of its students is
secure.

-The author is a senior
journalist, thinker, and
political commentator.

— Dr. Satyawan Saurabh

In a democracy, protest is
not only a right but also an
effective means of ensuring
accountability. When seri-
ous flaws in the system are
exposed, the public raises its
voice and demands answers
from the government.
Especially when the future
of millions of students is at
stake, the voice of protest
becomes even more natural.
Reports of alleged irregulari-
ties and paper leaks in
national exams like NEET
have alarmed youth and
their parents across the
country. After years of hard
work, when the fairness of
an exam is questioned, it is
not unusual for outrage to
arise. But this entire inci-
dent also raises a significant
question: is the purpose of
student movements truly
the future of students, or are
they gradually becoming a
platform for political and
ideological conflicts? The
greatest strength of any stu-
dent movement is its morali-
ty. When students fight for
their rights and future, soci-
ety stands with them.
Parents, teachers, and ordi-
nary citizens also consider
their demands justified. But
as the focus of the movement
shifts and topics unrelated
to the original issue begin to
surface, its credibility is
bound to be questioned. If
the platform for protesting
exam irregularities becomes
the center of slogans, speech-
es, or controversies that
have no direct connection to
the education system, the
movement's gravity dimin-
ishes and the real issue is
left behind. Today, the coun-
try's youth is troubled by

paper leaks. They worry
that years of hard work may
be wasted due to some crim-
inal gang. In such a situa-
tion, the most important
questions should be how to
stop paper leaks, how to
make the examination sys-
tem more secure, how quick-
ly and severely will the cul-
prits be punished, and what
institutional reforms will be
implemented to prevent
such incidents in the future.
If these fundamental ques-
tions are replaced by politi-
cal slogans and debates
about opposition to or sup-
port for the government, the
path to a solution is weak-
ened. It must also be
acknowledged that paper
leaks are not a new problem.
Cases of irregularities in
various competitive exami-
nations have been reported
in different states, under dif-
ferent governments. This
clearly demonstrates that
the problem is not limited to
a single party, a single min-
ister, or a single govern-
ment. The problem lies with-
in the very system that crim-
inal gangs are able to infil-
trate. Therefore, if discus-
sions are limited to political
accusations and counter-
accusations, the real cul-
prits will escape, and stu-
dents will suffer again and
again. A minister's resigna-
tion may be a matter of dem-
ocratic accountability, but it
is not a definitive solution in
itself. Changing ministers
will only transform the sys-
tem if administrative
reforms, technical security,
transparent investigations,
and strict punishment are
implemented. Without
addressing the root causes,
simply changing faces will

not change the outcome.
Therefore, the focus of stu-
dent movements should be
on systemic reform, not indi-
viduals. In the age of social
media, the direction of
movements shifts rapidly. A
few seconds of video clips, a
slogan, or a single post can
shape the image of an entire
movement. This is why the
responsibility of those
involved in the movement is
greater than ever. If slogans
are heard on stage that have
no connection to exams or
education, ordinary citizens
are forced to wonder
whether the original pur-
pose of the movement is the
same as initially stated.
Ideologies have a place in
democracy, but when stu-
dent movements become a
medium for ideological com-
petition, the greatest harm is
suffered by the very stu-
dents in whose name the
movement was started. Any
person active in public life—
whether a social activist, a
student leader, or the face of
a movement—can be both
agreed upon and disagreed
with. Democracy is the
essence of this diversity. But
any movement should be
judged not by the popularity
of individuals, but by its pur-
pose and results. If a move-
ment is started for the future
of students, then every
action, every slogan, and
every demand should
strengthen that purpose.
Otherwise, society's trust
begins to weaken. The need
today is not just for blame,
but for comprehensive
reform. A state-of-the-art
digital security system must
be developed for national-
level examinations.
Accountability must be

established at every stage,
from the creation of ques-
tion papers to their distribu-
tion. Cybersecurity must be
strengthened. Serious con-
sideration must be given to
stringent measures such as
confiscation of assets of
organized gangs involved in
paper leaks, speedy justice,
and lifelong bans. The prob-
lem will not be completely
eradicated until criminals
fear that their crimes will be
severely penalized. Political
parties also have no less
responsibility. Instead of
avoiding criticism, the rul-
ing party should take trans-
parent action, while the
opposition should offer con-
structive suggestions rather
than limiting itself to criti-
cizing the government. If
every issue is viewed solely
through the lens of political
gains and losses, students'
trust in democratic institu-
tions will diminish.
Education and the future of
youth are far more impor-
tant than any political gain.
Society also needs to intro-
spect. Too often, we quickly
judge the pros and cons
based on viral videos,
incomplete information, or
emotional messages on
social media. However, any
movement or controversy
should be evaluated based
on facts, evidence, and a bal-
anced perspective. Dissent is
necessary in a democracy,
but it is only meaningful
when expressed with discre-
tion and responsibility.
Students must also under-
stand that their greatest
strength lies in their moral
credibility. If they remain
united on their issues, the
entire society will stand
with them.
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NMDC Invites Applications for 200 Fully Sponsored
Nursing Seats Under Flagshlp Balika Shiksha Yojana

Hyderabad, July 2, 2026: India
largest iron ore producer
NMDC has invited applica-
tions for 200 fully sponsored
nursing seats under its flag-
ship Balika Shiksha Yojana
(BSY) for the academic year
2026-27. The admission notifi-
cation has been published
inviting applications from eli-
gible Scheduled Tribe (ST)
girls from six districts of
Chhattisgarh. Implemented
under NMDC Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiative, the programme
provides 110 seats for B.Sc.
Nursing and 90 seats for
General Nursing and
Midwifery (GNM). Selected
candidates will receive com-
pletely free professional nurs-
ing education, with NMDC
bearing the entire cost of
tuition fees, hostel accommo-
dation, study materials, uni-
forms, examination fees and
other academic expenses.
The programme is exclusive-
ly open to ST girls from
Bastar, Dantewada, Sukma,
Bijapur, Kondagaon and
Narayanpur districts belong-
ing to families with an annual
income not exceeding ?72,000.

Applicants must be between
17 and 35 years of age.
Candidates seeking admis-
sion to the B.Sc. Nursing pro-
gramme must have qualified
NEET-2026, while applicants
for both B.Sc. Nursing and
GNM courses must have
passed Class XII with Science
(Physics, Chemistry and
Biology) and English, secur-
ing the prescribed minimum
qualifying marks. The initia-
tive aims to equip tribal girls
with professional healthcare
skills.. Eligible candidates
can submit their applications
online only through the
Careers section of the NMDC
w e b s i t e
(https://www.nmdc.co.in/ca

reers) from 11:00 AM on July
22, 2026, to 11:59 PM on
August 5, 2026. Applicants
must upload scanned copies
of all required documents,
including Class X and XII
marksheets, ST caste certifi-
cate, income certificate,
domicile certificate, Aadhaar
or ration card, passport-size
photograph, signature, and
the NEET-2026 scorecard for
B.Sc. Nursing applicants.
Selection will be based on a
written examination com-
prising objective-type multi-
ple-choice questions (MCQs)
conducted in English using
an OMR sheet in offline
mode. The 30-mark examina-
tion will include Biology (10

Business

marks), English (7 marks),
Physics (5 marks), Chemistry

(5 marks), and General
Knowledge (3  marks).
Candidates shortlisted in the

written examination will
undergo document verifica-
tion and a medical examina-
tion before final selection.
Preference will be given to eli-
gible applicants residing in
areas surrounding NMDC
project locations. For assis-
tance with the online applica-
tion process, candidates may
contact the BSY Helpdesk at
7044599061 or email nbsyl-
bacheli002@gmail.com. Since
its inception, the programme
has enrolled 330 GNM stu-
dents till FY 22, with 230 grad-
uates joining government
healthcare institutions in
Chhattisgarh. Additionally,
75 tribal girls have received
fully sponsored B.Sc. Nursing
education, with nearly 80%
returning to serve in the state
healthcare sector. NMDC
invests up to ?12 lakh per stu-
dent per year, covering all
educational and hostel
expenses to make quality
nursing education accessible
to tribal girls.

Mumbai, July 22, 2026: Three athletes
of Odisha AM/NS India Gymnastics
High Performance Centre (Odisha
AM/NS GHPC) to represent India in
the Commonwealth Games 2026 to be
held in Glasgow, Scotland during
July 23 — August 02, 2026. Out of the
eight athletes in artistic gymnastics
category, three athletes — Tapan
Mohanty, Tapeswaranath Das and
Olympian Pranati Nayak are part of
the Odisha AM/NS GHPC. Tapan
Mohanty and Tapeswaranath Das are
part of the India Men's Team in the
Men's Artistic Gymnastics (MAG)
category. Olympian Pranati Nayak is
part of the India Women’s Team in
the Women's Artistic Gymnastics
(WAG) category. This achievement
highlights the dedication and hard
work of the athletes, and world-class
training and holistic development
provided at the Odisha AM/NS
GHPC, which continues to play a piv-
otal role in nurturing young talent
and elevating Gymnastics in India.
Mr. Ashutosh Telang, Director &
HR &
Administration, AM/NS India said,
“Having three athletes from our
Odisha AM/NS GHPC competing at
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Three athletes of Odisha AM/NS India
Gymnastics High-Performance Centreto repre-
sent India in the Commonwealth Games 2026
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milestone for us.

the Commonwealth Games is a proud

Tapan Mohanty, Tapeswaranath Das,
and Olympian Pranati Nayak exem-
plify the excellence, discipline, and
resilience nurtured at our Centre.
Their achievement reflects the world-
class training and holistic develop-
ment ecosystem we have built in
Odisha. On behalf of AM/NS India, I
extend my heartfelt congratulations
to them and wish them all the very
best as they showcase their talent on

the global stage.” The athletes of the

Odisha AM/NS GHPC have been

achieving laurels in various presti-
gious international and national plat-

forms such as International
Continental Cup 2026, Lisbon,
Artistic Gymnastics Asian

Championship 2025, FIG World Cup
2025 in Antalya, Turkey, Artistic
Gymnastics National Championships
2025 — 2026, etc. showcasing the cen-
tre’s consistent performance and
readiness for the global stage.

FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE
QUARTER ENDED 30 TH JUNE 2026
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Business Growth - Total
Business of the Bank stood at
Rs.6,05,083 Crore as on
30.06.2026  registering a
growth of 15.53% on Y-0-Y
basis, wherein  Gross
Advances grew by 21.18% on
Y-0-Y basis to Rs.2,72,768
Crore & Total Deposits grew
by 11.28% on Y-o- Y basis to
Rs.3,32,315 Crore. CASA
Growth - Total CASA stood
at Rs. 1,16,136 Crore as on
30.06.2026 registering a
growth of 12.34% on Y-0-Y
basis, Savings Deposit stood
at Rs. 1,00,870 Crore register-
ing a growth of 11.78% on Y-
oY basis and Current
Deposit stood at Rs. 15,266
Crore registering a growth of
16.23% on Y-0-Y basis. CASA
Ratio stood at 36.94%.
Advances in Retail,
Agriculture & MSME (RAM)
Sectors - RAM segment of the
Bank increased by 25.27% to
Rs. 1,57,745 Crore Y-0-Y
backed by 27.32% Y-0-Y
growth in Retail advances
30.01% Y-0-Y growth in
Agriculture advances and
18.79 % Y-0-Y growth in
MSME advances.
Profitability— Operating
Profit for the quarter ended
30.06.2026 has shown an
impressive growth of 79.84%

on Y-0-Y basis and stood at
Rs.2,810 Crore. Net profit for
the quarter ending 30.06.2026
stood at Rs.656 Crore as
against Rs.607 Crore as on
30.06.2025 registering a
growth of 8.05% on Y-0-Y
basis. Net Interest Margin
(NIM)- Global stood at 3.05%
and Domestic NIM at 3.24%
for the quarter ended
30.06.2026. Reduction in NPA
- Gross NPA reduced by 55
bps Y-0-Y to 2.08% as on
30.06.2026 whereas Net NPA
reduced by 20 bps Y-0-Y to
0.25% as on 30.06.2026.
Capital Adequacy Ratio -
Capital Adequacy Ratio
(CRAR) stood at 19.03% as on
30.06.2026 with Tier I Capital
Ratio of 17.44%. Credit to
Deposit Ratio - Stood at
82.08% as on 30.06.2026 as
against 75.38% as on
30.06.2025. Provision
Coverage Ratio stood at
97.85% as on 30.06.2026
Financial Results for the
Quarter Ended 30 th June
2026 Profitability (Quarter
Ended June 30 th ,2026): Net
Profit for the quarter ended
30.06.2026 stood at Rs.656
Crore as against Rs.607 Crore
for the same period in the
preceding year, registering a
growth of 8.05% Y-0-Y. Net

Interest Margin (NIM)-
Global improved by 9 bps Y-
o-Y and stood at 3.05% and
Domestic NIM improved by
6 bps Y-0-Y and stood at
3.24% for the quarter ended
30.06.2026. Net interest
income (NII)grew by 16.86%
on Y-0-Y basis to Rs.2808
Crore for the quarter ended
30.06.2026 as against Rs.2403
Crore for the quarter ended
30.06.2025 Cost of fund
improved by 37 bps Y-0-Y to
4.36% for the quarter ended
30.06.2026. Yield on Advances
(Domestic) stood at 8.14% for
the quarter ended 30.06.2026.
Cost to Income ratio stood at
37.49% for the quarter ended
30.06.2026. Return on Asset
(ROA) stood at 0.68% as on
30.06.2026. Fee based Income
grew by 35.12% Y-0-Y basis to
Rs.505 Crore as on 30.06.2026
as against Rs.374 Crore as on
30.06.2025. Asset & Liabilities
(As on June 30 th ,2026) Retail
Advances stood at Rs.71,549
Crore for the quarter ended
30.06.2026 as against Rs.56,195
Crore on 30.06.2025 register-
ing a Y-0-Y growth of 27.32%,
backed by growth in Home
loan and Vehicle loan portfo-
lio which registered a
growth of 19.98% and 65.45%
respectively on Y-0-Y basis.

BPCL Strong, HPCL Weak:
How Suppressed Fuel Margins
Dictated Q1 Earnings

India's state-run oil mar-
keting companies (OMCs)
reported sharply contrast-
ing June quarter perform-
ances, with Bharat
Petroleum  Corporation
Ltd. (BPCL) delivering a
much stronger-than-
expected earnings perform-
ance, while Hindustan
Petroleum  Corporation
Ltd. (HPCL) reported a
weaker operational show-
ing despite both companies
being hit by suppressed
fuel marketing margins.
The losses were widely
anticipated during the
quarter as government-led
pricing constraints
squeezed gross marketing
margins on petrol and
diesel. BPCL Delivers
Strong Earnings Beat
BPCL reported an Ebitda
loss of Rs 4,080 crore for the
June quarter, significantly
better than the Bloomberg
estimate of an Ebitda loss
of Rs 13,713 crore. The com-
pany also posted a net loss
of Rs 3,960 crore, substan-
tially lower than the con-
sensus estimate of a Rs
12,632 crore loss. According
to analysts, BPCL's better-
than-expected  perform-
ance was driven by lower
other expenditure,
stronger gross refining
margins (GRMs) and lower
inventory losses during the
quarter. The company also
benefited from a foreign

Plastindia Foundation Inaugurates
Reglonal Office in New Delhi

exchange gain of around
Rs 350 crore, which boosted
other income. However,
BPCL's debt increased by
Rs 6,920 crore sequentially
to Rs 17,396 crore at the end
of the quarter. HPCL
Reports Weaker Quarter
HPCL reported an Ebitda
loss of Rs 16,140 crore dur-
ing the quarter, wider than
the Bloomberg estimate of
a Rs 12,672 crore loss. The
company posted a net loss
of Rs 11,530 crore, although
it was marginally better
than the consensus esti-
mate of a Rs 12,296 crore
loss. Analysts said HPCL's
earnings were hit harder
because of its relatively
higher dependence on the
fuel marketing business,
where margins remained
under pressure during the
quarter. While HPCL's
gross refining margin
improved sharply to $23.8
per barrel from $14.3 per
barrel in the previous
quarter, the benefit was
not enough to offset weak-
ness in the marketing seg-
ment. HPCL's debt also
rose sharply, increasing by
around Rs 25,000 crore
quarter-on-quarter to Rs
72,600 crore. Marketing
Margins Remain The Key
Driver The June quarter
highlighted the importance
of fuel marketing margins
for India's oil marketing
companies.

New Delhi: Plastindia
Foundation, the apex body
of the Indian plastics
industry, has inaugurated
its Regional Office in New
Delhi, marking a signifi-
cant step towards strength-
ening collaboration among
industry, government and
academic institutions. The
office will serve as a key
centre for policy advocacy,
innovation, skill develop-

ment and sustainable
growth initiatives for the
Indian plastics

industry.Established
under the leadership of
Plastindia Foundation
President Mr Ravish
Kamath, the Delhi office
will function as a dedicated
platform for policy advoca-
cy, industry representa-
tion, stakeholder engage-
ment and strategic collabo-
ration with the
Government, academic
institutions, industry asso-
ciations and allied organi-
sations. It will play a vital

role in promoting innova-
tion, skill development,
MSME support, industry-
academia collaboration
and capacity building
across the plastics value
chain. The office was for-
mally inaugurated in New
Delhi with a traditional
puja ceremony. The inau-
guration was led by Dr.
Raju Desai, Vice President,
and Mr Dharmendra
Gandhi, Honorary
Treasurer of Plastindia
Foundation, marking the
beginning of a new chapter
in the Foundation's out-
reach and policy initia-
tives. Although located in
the national capital, the
Regional Office has been
conceived as a pan-India
initiative. It will serve the
interests of the entire
Indian plastics ecosystem
by strengthening policy
outreach, fostering region-
al and national collabora-
tion, and contributing to
the development of practi-

cal solutions to environ-
mental and sustainability
challenges, particularly
those relevant to the Delhi-
NCR region. The initiative
is expected to enhance the
competitiveness of the
Indian plastics industry
while contributing to the
vision of Viksit Bharat
2047.

Plastindia Foundation is
the apex body representing
the Indian plastics indus-
try through its seven
Founder Associations and
two Constituent
Associations. It is the only
industry body in India that
brings together the entire
plastics  value chain,
including processors, raw
material manufacturers,
machinery manufacturers
and manufacturers of fin-
ished plastic products. The
Foundation is committed
to promoting the industry's
growth, technological
advancement and global
competitiveness.

NMDC BAILADILA KABADDI LEAGUE
TO BE HELD FROM JULY 23 TO 26

Hyderabad, July 22, 2026:
NMDC’s CSR Initiative to
Provide a Platform for
Players from 26 Villages in
the Bailadila Region

Players from 26 villages in
the Bailadila region of
Dantewada district,
Chhattisgarh, will get an
opportunity to showcase
their talent and sporting
skills at NMDC Bailadila
Kabaddi League, to be held
from July 23 to 26. As part
of its Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) ini-
tiatives, Navratna compa-
ny NMDC Limited is
organizing the tourna-
ment to identify and
encourage rural sporting
talent and provide them
with a platform to grow. A
total of 24 teams represent-
ing 26 Gram Panchayats
from the Bacheli and
Kirandul regions will par-
ticipate in the competi-
tion. From the Bacheli
region, teams from
Molasnar, Dugeli,
Padhapur, Benpal, Bade
Kameli, Kamalur, Jhirka,
Dhurli, Gamawada, Nerli,
Bade Bacheli, Masenar,
Ganjenar, and Bhansi will
compete. From the
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Kirandul region, players
from Kodenar, Kadampal,

Madadi, Cholnar,
Tikanpal, Kalepal,
Samalwar, Madkamiras,
Hiroli, Kutrem,
Gumiyapal, and Taneli

will showcase their sport-
ing talent. The league
matches will be held at the
Football Stadium in
Kirandul and the Hockey
Ground in Bacheli. The
opening and closing cere-
monies will take place at
the Hockey Ground in the
NMDC Township, Bacheli.
To ensure smooth conduct
of the event, a waterproof
German hangar has been
installed, and synthetic
rubber mats are being laid
on the playing field for the

comfort and safety of the
players. NMDC will pro-
vide sports kits and all
necessary playing equip-
ment to the participating
teams. The tournament
aims to promote a sporting
culture in rural areas,
encourage youth partici-
pation in sports, and sup-
port emerging local talent.
The tournament will be
attended by Sarpanches of
the participating Gram
Panchayats, public repre-
sentatives, senior officials
from NMDC
Headquarters, Hyderabad,
officials and employees of
NMDC’s Bailadila Iron
Ore Mine projects at
Kirandul and Bacheli, and
representatives of labour

unions. During the closing
ceremony, the winner and
runner-up teams, along
with outstanding perform-
ers, will be honoured with
prizes. The Bailadila
Kabaddi League is anoth-
er significant step by
NMDC towards identify-
ing and nurturing sport-
ing talent from rural areas
and helping them progress
to national and interna-
tional platforms. Through
its CSR initiatives, NMDC
remains committed to the
holistic development of
local communities by con-
tinuously working in the
areas of education, health-
care, sports, skill develop-
ment and community
development.

More Style, More Exclusivity: Skoda Auto India
Expands The Slavia Monte Carlo’s Colour Palette

Mumbai, July 2026 — Skoda
Auto India has expanded its
Slavia range with the Slavia
Monte Carlo receiving two
new exclusive colour
options — Shimla Green and
Steel Grey. They are both
offered in a distinctive dual-
tone finish. Exclusive to just
200 units, these limited
colour editions of the Slavia
Monte Carlo combine the
sedan's dynamic design and
engaging driving experi-
ence with the brand’s Rallye
Monte Carlo heritage. The
addition lends an even
stronger visual presence
and is aimed at customers
seeking a more distinctive
and exclusive ownership
experience. Commenting on
the introduction, Ashish
Gupta, Brand Director,
Skoda Auto India, said,
“The Slavia Monte Carlo
has been well received by
customers for its distinctive
design, premium appeal,
engaging driving dynamics
and strong connection to
our motorsport heritage.
We are further enhancing
the individuality and desir-
ability of the Monte Carlo
range, offering customers
greater choice and exclusiv-
ity. The Slavia Monte Carlo

continues to embody the
perfect blend of style, per-
formance, and modernity.

We will continue to
strengthen our sedan port-
folio, in line with the evolv-
ing aspirations of our cus-
tomers.” The limited Monte
Carlo Apart from the new
exclusive colour options,
the Slavia Monte Carlo con-
tinues to distinguish itself
with its blacked-out exterior
design cues, signature

Monte Carlo styling ele-
ments, premium black and
red interior theme, and fea-
ture-rich cabin. The new
Shimla Green and Steel
Grey dual-tone finishes fur-
ther amplify choice for cus-
tomers seeking one of the
most desirable variants in
the Slavia range. The Slavia
Monte Carlo continues to be
offered with Skoda Auto
India's proven TSI engines,
combined with the brand’s

array of real automatics,
delivering a blend of per-
formance, efficiency and
driving pleasure. Customers
can choose between the 1.0-
litre TSI engine paired with
a 6-speed torque converter
automatic transmission or
the 1.5-litre TSI engine
paired with the 7-speed DSG.
The 1.0 TSI is a three-cylin-
der turbocharged petrol that
makes 85 KW (115 PS) and
178 Nm of torque, while the
larger 1.5 TSI four-cylinder
turbocharged petrol gener-
ates 110 KW (150 PS) and 250
Nm of torque. Moreover, the
1.5 TSI continues to be the
only engine in its segment
offering Active Cylinder
Technology, where two
cylinders shut down under
light loads, saving fuel,
along with Plasma-Coated
Cylinder Liners for better
heat management and ther-
mal efficiency. Skoda Auto’s
racing DNA Motorsport has
been an integral part of
Skoda Auto for over a centu-
ry. The Monte Carlo trim
specifically pays homage to
the company’s association
with Rallye Monte Carlo
since 1912 and its various
victories and podium finish-
es since then.
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WHO IS MYKHAILO
DRAPATYI, UKRAINE'S
NEW COMMANDER -
IN-CHIEF?

Mykhailo
Drapatyi, 43, has replaced

Maj Gen
Oleksandr Syrskyi as
Ukraine's commander-in-
chief - the third since the
start of Russia's full-scale
invasion in 2022. His nomi-
nation has been welcomed
by both civil society and
the military. Drapatyi's
name was chanted during
protests that started off
backing his friend, ex-
defence minister Mykhailo
Fedorov, but ended up
demanding Syrskyi's dis-
missal. "There's no better
person for this position
nowadays in Ukraine," one
Ukrainian soldier told the
BBC. Drapatyi's support
rests on years of military
experience in post-Soviet
UKkraine, his skills as field
general and his reputation
for being a humane and
strong commander among
the military. He graduated
from the Kharkiv Institute
of Tank Troops in 2004 and
began serving as a lieu-
tenant. Ten years later he
gained prominence when
footage went viral showing
his infantry fighting vehi-

cle smashing through a
makeshift barricade. It was
May 2014 and pro-Russian
separatists had taken over
parts of eastern Ukraine,
when Drapatiy's battalion
entered the southern city
of Mariupol to free
hostages held in the city's
police department. He later
recalled being told there
were barricades more than
a metre high ahead and
being asked what to do. "I
said, let's take it by storm.
This video flew around the
world," he said in an inter-
view. Later that year, he
was commended for with-
drawing encircled
Ukrainian units from a
border area of the Luhansk
region. Drapatiy returned
to university in 2021 for
further operational and
strategic training and was
presented with a sword of
honour as top graduate in
June 2021 by British
ambassador Melinda
Simmons. When Russia's
full-scale invasion began in
February 2022, Drapatiy
was deputy commander of
joint forces.
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B Trump threatens to target Iran's bridges and power plants if Hormuz attacks persist

US TO ANNOUNCE DEAL ALLOWING SAUDI

ARABIA A

The US and Saudi Arabia
are expected to announce a
deal that will allow the Gulf
kingdom to develop a civil-
ian nuclear programme. An
announcement is expected
from US President Donald
Trump's administration on
Wednesday, according to
CBS News, the BBC's US
partner. The agreement
could be worth billions of
dollars to the US, whose
companies could be
involved in building a facili-
ty to produce enriched ura-
nium, which can be used as
fuel for power plants but
also to make nuclear bombs.
Nuclear experts and former
officials in Israel - the US's
top ally in the Middle East -
have voiced concern that the
plan could ultimately lead to
Saudi Arabia being able to
develop a nuclear weapon.
The BBC has asked the
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White House for comment.
The deal would allow U.S.
companies to run nuclear
power for the Saudis on
Saudi soil, CBS reported cit-
ing a regional official famil-
iar with the agreement. The
corporations involved have
not been disclosed and
Congress would need to be
consulted. After undertak-
ing a joint study with the

US, Saudi Arabia may be
allowed to enrich uranium
on its soil to produce fuel at
a US-built enrichment facili-
ty, instead of relying on
imported fuel, according to
media reports. The deal
would last 30 years and is
estimated to be worth tens of
billions of dollars, The Wall
Street Journal reported.
That provision would distin-

RAMME

guish this agreement from
another one that was struck
by the US in 2009 with Saudi
Arabia's neighbour, the
United Arab Emirates,
under which the UAE does
not produce its own fuel and
accepts a host of other
restrictions. For that rea-
son, the agreement is also
expected to attract the con-
cern of nuclear non-prolifer-
ation campaigners, whose
ultimate aim is to prevent
an increase in the number of
nuclear weapons world-
wide. The nuclear issue has
been at the centre of the
months-long US-Israeli con-
flict with Iran. The two
nations say one of the rea-
sons they attacked Iran in
February was to prevent the
country from ever develop-
ing a nuclear weapon - some-
thing that Tehran denies
planning to do.

TANKERS MAKE SHARP U-TURNS
AFTER HOUTHI SHIPPING T

At least seven oil tankers
have made U-turns close to
Yemen since the Iran-linked
Houthi group announced a
"maritime embargo" against
Saudi Arabia on Monday,
ship-tracking data shows.
All of the ships were travel-
ling either to or from Saudi
ports and made sharp
changes of course after the
embargo was announced.
Nearly 15% of global sea
trade moves through the
Red Sea, which connects the
Mediterranean and Gulf of
Aden through two choke
points - the Suez Canal in
Egypt and the Bab al-
Mandab Strait between
Yemen and the Horn of
Africa. The Red Sea has
been a key route for exports
of Saudi oil since the US-
Israeli war with Iran led to
the effective closure of the
Strait of Hormuz, which has
severely restricted the flow
of oil and gas from the Gulf.
This has played a "major
role in relieving pressure to
global markets" and if the
Houthis further restrict
trade then "prices will go
up", said Rosemary Kelanic
from the US-based Defense
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Priorities think tank. The
day before the Houthis
announced their blockade,
20 vessels entered the Red
Sea and 22 exited via the
Bab al-Mandeb strait,
according to maritime intel-
ligence firm Kpler. Kelanic
told BBC Verify that any
Houthi attacks on vessels in
the Red Sea or Gulf of Aden
"will suppress all interna-
tional traffic not just Saudi-
bound vessels". The EU's
naval force in the region
Aspides recommended on
Wednesday that "merchant
vessels linked to Israeli, US
or Saudi interests avoid
transiting the Red Sea and
Gulf of Aden until the threat
level decreases", according

to an advisory seen by
Reuters news agency. Ship-

tracking data from
MarineTraffic shows the
crude oil tanker Rodos,
loaded with Saudi crude,
departed for India from the
Red Sea port of al-Muajiz on
Monday evening. The
Liberian-flagged ship set off
south towards the Bab al-
Mandab Strait but about
nine hours later made a U-
turn and began sailing
north instead. The Liberian-
flagged oil and chemical
tanker Mica departed Saudi
Arabia's Jazan port on
Monday afternoon and also
headed south before revers-
ing course. Ship-tracking
data shows at least eight
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ships bound for the Red Sea
have made U-turns instead
of entering the Bab al-
Mandab Strait from the
south as well. Marshall
Islands-flagged vehicle car-
rier Liu Jiang Kou was sail-
ing to Saudi Arabia's
Jeddah port from China
before completely changing
course on Monday in the
Gulf of Aden. A Hong Kong-
flagged crude oil tanker sail-
ing from China called New
Prime also turned around as
it headed towards Saudi
Arabia on Monday and now
appears to be waiting in the
Arabian Sea. While the rea-
sons for each course change
cannot be independently
verified, "the timing is con-
sistent with the embargo
announcement," said mar-
itime risk management
company Vanguard. In an
email to shipowners on
Monday, which the BBC has
seen, the Houthis said "ves-
sels are banned from load-
ing or discharging cargo at
any Saudi ports". It added
that ships "may be subject to
targeting in any location
within the operational
reach".

MODELLING SCOUT
LINKED TO EPSTEIN
FOUND DEAD IN PARIS

A modelling scout linked to
the late convicted sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein
has been found dead at his
home. Daniel Siad, 69, was
discovered on Monday in

Colombes, a north-west
suburb of Paris, the
Nanterre prosecutor's

office confirmed to the
BBC. An investigation to
determine the cause of
death was opened on
Monday evening, the office
said, adding that a post-
mortem examination
would be carried out. Siad's
name appeared thousands
of times in the Epstein files
released by the US govern-
ment. He denied knowing
of the threat Epstein had

posed. His lawyer stressed
that Siad, who had been the
subject of several com-
plaints in France including
allegations of rape, had
"never been prosecuted".
"He is dead and he was
innocent,"” Ménya Arab-
Tigrine said in a statement.
Epstein victim Anya - not
her real name - previously
told the BBC that Siad had
introduced her to Epstein.
"It was a complete set-up,"
she said, describing Siad as
"essentially a professional
trafficker". During one
email to Epstein released in
the files, Siad wrote in
badly spelled English: "In
This busyness I feel like
fisherman some time I
cache quick, some time no
fish." Ahead of a BBC inves-
tigation on the subject pub-
lished on Saturday, Arab-
Tigrine had said her client
was not available for com-
ment. However, in a recent
CNN interview, Siad said
he had not known the
women were being abused
by Epstein. "I trusted him, I
believed this guy is a pro-
fessional person," he said.

BRITISH WOMAN JAILED
FOR BLACKMAIL AFTER
ACCUSING BANKER OF

A British woman has been
jailed for six years in Hong
Kong for blackmail and per-
verting the course of justice
after a court found she made
a false allegation of rape.
Isabel Rose, 26, from
Hackney in east London,
alleged that a British
banker raped her after she
travelled to Hong Kong to
visit him in January 2024.
The man was arrested after
she reported the incident
but later released without
charge. Rose was subse-
quently arrested and
charged. Local media
reported that Rose was in
Hong Kong's District Court
on Wednesday for sentenc-
ing after being convicted in
March. She had denied the
charges. I didn't wanna
have sex' According to local
press reports, Judge
Adriana Tse sentenced her
to five years in prison for
blackmail and three years
for perverting the course of
justice, with one year to be
served consecutively.
Prosecutors argued that
Rose fabricated the allega-
tion in an attempt to extort
£100,000 ($134,000) from the
man, whose identity was
withheld. Rose denied the
charges throughout the trial
and has consistently main-
tained that she was raped.
Rose had travelled to Hong
Kong on 31 January 2024
after meeting the man while
in Thailand a month earlier,
according to court docu-
ments. At the centre of the
prosecution case were
WhatsApp messages
exchanged between the pair
in the hours and days after
the alleged rape on 1

RAPE IN HONG KONG

February at his apartment.
In one message sent the fol-

lowing morning, Rose
wrote: "Are you annoyed I
didn't want to have sex," to
which the man replied:
"What no of course not. Was
impressed by your
restraint." Later that day,
Rose wrote: "You violated
me last night, I didn't wanna
have sex." He replied: "I'm
really deeply sorry, I was
slightly drunk and I mis-
read your signals, it's no
excuse and I know it doesn't
make it any better." In a
later exchange, Rose wrote:
"You basically raped me."
The man replied: "That's not
what I'm into at all and I feel
sick." The pair later
exchanged messages about
money. According to the
written judgement of the
verdict published in March,
the man agreed to reim-
burse Rose for her travel
and accommodation. In one
message, Rose wrote: "Send
me the right amount you
owe me for everything.
Think about that. Think
carefully." He transferred
£5,000 that day and tried to
send a further £5,000. Rose
subsequently wrote:
"You've given 10% of what
I'm owed. 100% of my soul
gone." In a later message,
the man wrote: "But I don't
have 100k, I have no way of
paying you that." Rose
reported the rape to police
on 3 February. The man was
arrested and questioned
before being released with-
out charge. Rose was arrest-
ed the following day and
later charged with black-
mail and perverting the
course of public justice.

Ukrainian drones hit Russian online giant retailer Wildberries for second time

Iran war has cost US $37.5bn so far, Hegseth says,
as Pentagon seeks billions more

The war with Iran has cost
the US some $37.5bn (£28bn)
so far - an increase of nearly
$8bn since the last estimate
in May, Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth has said.
Hegseth told the Senate
Appropriations Committee
it was urgent that lawmak-
ers approve another $87bn in
congressional funding for

the Pentagon, with $67bn of

that destined for operations
in the Middle East. The hear-
ing was disrupted several
times by anti-war protesters
and ended in a shouting
match between the defence
secretary and a senator. It
was Hegseth's first appear-
ance on Capitol Hill since
hostilities between the US
and Iran restarted last week
and comes after three
American soldiers were con-
firmed killed in the region.
The White House asked

N
Congress in April for $1.5tn
for the Pentagon over the
next fiscal year, which
would raise American mili-
tary spending to an all-time
high in the modern era. The
US carried out an 11th con-
secutive day of strikes on
Tuesday. Iran has been retal-
iating with strikes of its own
against the US and its allies
in the Middle East. The
defence secretary began
Tuesday's testimony by say-

ing, "we live in a dangerous
world" and that it required
bold and swift action. After
being interrupted by protest-
ers, Hegseth went on to say
his funding request came at
an urgent time. "Without
these funds, we face critical
shortfalls that threaten our
ability to also simply pay our
service members, rapidly
replenish equipment and
munitions, and sustain vital
operations without disrup-

tion," Hegseth said. Every
dollar appropriated, he
added, would be used to
build the "lethality" of US
military forces and "rein-
force peace through
strength". Senate
Appropriations Committee
chairwoman Susan Collins,
a Republican, questioned
Hegseth over what the
impact would be if the budg-
et needs were not met.
Hegseth said current and
future training for military
members would need to be
cut without the funds, as he
repeatedly blamed former
President Joe Biden's
administration for what he
said was an underfunded
military. The most senior
Democrat on the commit-
tee, Patty Murray, pushed
back on the funding
request, saying it "does not
make a lot of sense".
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Harbhajan Singh Reveals
Sachin Tendulkar's Advice That
Changed His Career

Former India spinner
Harbhajan Singh has
revealed the most valu-
able piece of advice he
received during his illus-
trious career, recalling
how batting great Sachin
Tendulkar urged him to
stay focused on cricket
and ignore the distrac-
tions that come with suc-
cess. Harbhajan, one of
India's greatest off-spin-
ners, said Tendulkar's
words have remained
with him throughout his
playing career and contin-
ue to shape the advice he
now gives to the next gen-
eration of cricketers. "I
think our seniors were so
good because they wanted
us to play well and become
better within our limita-
tions. The best advice I
ever got was from the
great Sachin Tendulkar,"

Harbhajan told Jio Star.
"Sachin paaji told me,
'There will be many dis-
tractions, many things
will come your way, but
you have to keep your
blinders on, so that you
can't look left or right, and
only look straight ahead.

Seniors Struggling To Adapt, Communication
Gap Exposes Vulnerable Team India: Report

India's ODI captain Shubman
Gill publicly expressed his
frustration at repeated
injuries after the team con-
cluded a forgettable tour of the
United Kingdom. Recurring
injuries, especially hamstring
injuries, have become a
headache for the team man-
agement, with many feeling
that there seems to be a com-
munication gap between the
Centre of Excellence (CoE) in
Bengaluru, the players, and
the support staff. According to
a report, players are strug-
gling to adapt to a new system
following a change in person-
nel last year. "The flurry of
recent hamstring injuries
suggests that the players may
not have been absolutely fit
before taking the field. There
seems to be a gap in communi-
cation about a player’s fitness
status and workload between
the CoE and the team man-
agement," a BCCI source told
the Times of India. In fact, the

CoE is yet to appoint a head of
medical staff since Nitin Patel

left. "There has been no
update to the SOPs drawn up
in 2023. Washington Sundar,
Nitish Reddy and Harshit
Rana are some of the names
that have been injured a little
too often. The fact that Reddy
worked with English coach
Stefan Jones to improve his
speed raised a few eyebrows.
What was arguably the most
surprising decision was the
fact that Harshit Rana was
called up by the Indian team

despite not being fully fit.
"Reddy worked with English
bowling coach Stefan Jones to
increase his pace. But that
needs to be a gradual process
when he is with the team lead-
ing up to a big event. Instead,
he is pushing himself to bowl
faster whenever he is with the
team," the source said. "It's a
bit concerning how Harshit
was cleared by the CoE at the
insistence of the team man-
agement when he had not
attained his pre-knee-injury
weight.
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CWG 2026: WHY INDIA MIGHT
NOT EVEN GET HALF OF 61
MEDALS THEY WON IN 2022

"The 2026 Commonwealth
Games have arrived, with
India hoping to build on
the 61 medals they previ-
ously earned. However, a
significant change will be
seen in the tournament
this year, as the number
of sports countries will
be participating in has
been reduced by almost
half, from 19 to 10. This
alteration was made after
Victoria (Australia) with-
drew as host for the 2026
edition of the tournament
due to ballooning costs.
This situation prompted
Glasgow to step in with a
drastically reduced budg-
et and a streamlined 10-
sport format. If we com-
pare the 2026 edition to
2022, a total of nine sports
were dropped from the
roster, including almost
all of India's traditional
powerhouses: Wrestling:
Dropped (Accounted for
12 medals in 2022, includ-
ing 6 Gold) Badminton:
Dropped (Accounted for 6
medals in 2022, including
3 Gold) Table Tennis:
Dropped (Accounted for 7
medals, including Para
TT) Hockey: Dropped
(Accounted for 2 medals -

Men's Silver, Women's
Bronze) Cricket
(Women's): Dropped

(Accounted for 1 Silver)
The excluded sports in
Glasgow accounted for a
whopping 28 of India's 61
medals in Birmingham.
Hence, it is going to be
tough for India to even
breach the 30-medal mark
this time. Where Can
India's Medals Come
From? Athletics is
undoubtedly India's
biggest bet for medals in
the 2026 CWG, backed by
its largest athlete contin-
gent in Glasgow. World-
class field events lead the
charge, headlined by
Neeraj Chopra in the
men's javelin throw.
Beyond throwing events,
India boast have som
notable athletes compet-

ing in the Games. Long-
jumper Murali
Sreeshankar is a solid
bet, alongside other
prospects in the triple
jump and high jump.
Distance events with run-
ners like Parul
Chaudhary and Gulveer
Singh can also earn India
success. Weightlifting
remains India's most
dependable and efficient
source for podium finish-
es. Anchored by Tokyo
Olympic silver medallist
and defending CWG
champion Mirabai Chanu
in the women's 48kg cate-
gory, the lifters carry
high expectations.
Complementing her are
contenders across both
men's and women's divi-
sions, such as Bindyarani
Devi, Ajaya Babu, and

Gyaneshwari Yadav,
where India historically
maintains a high medal-
conversion rate. READ |
CWG 2026: India's Full
Schedule, Time In IST,
Telecast, Live Streaming
Boxing provides another
major pillar for India's
tally, with realistic
opportunities across mul-
tiple weight categories.
Led by Olympic medallist
Lovlina Borgohain and
reigning World
Champion Jaismine
Lamboria, India enters
several women's divi-
sions as top seeds. The
overall depth in both
men's and women's
events does instill hope.
Medals from Judo and
Lawn Bowls, alongside
Para Sports, can't be
ruled out either.

Ravi Shastri Calls Rohit Sharma's
Lord's 138 A "Tight Slap"

The Lord's ODI between
India and England was tout-
ed to be Rohit Sharma's last
in the Indian shirt, but the
veteran opener's valiant
hundred in the match has
put the retirement chatter
to a halt. On Tuesday, Rohit
was in the stands as The
Hundred 2026 campaign
kicked off with the first
match between MI London
and Sunrisers Leeds at the
Kia Oval. Seeing Rohit
watching the match at the
Kia Oval, India's former
coach and commentator for
the match, Ravi Shastri,
couldn't resist speaking
about the debate around his
future. Shastri didn't mince
his words over the chatter
around Rohit's future, say-
ing his hundred at Lord's
was a "tight slap with the
bat". "Well, the hitman is in,
Ravi. Yes, he'll be nice and
relaxed after silencing his

critics. A lot of noise made
before that last one-day
international, and then a
reply, a nice tight slap with
the bat. 138. His first hun-
dred at Lord's. Yeah, he's
seen it all, five titles for the
Mumbai Indians as cap-
tain," Shastri said in the
commentary box during the
match. Several former
cricketers have shared
their opinions on the future
of Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli. Ravichandran

Ashwin took a rather bold
stance, saying the duo can't
be touched by the selectors
or the team management.
"They cannot touch Virat
and Rohit if they want to
play. It is because of their
credentials. Rohit has
scored almost 12,000 runs;
they cannot touch him. The
other thing is that they are
batters, and if you touch
them, they have an army.
People come to see them. If
you drop them, it will just
break the roof down,"
Ashwin said on his
YouTube channel.
Speaking specifically of
Rohit, Ashwin said Rohit's
motivation is coming from
his own desire to feature at
the next ODI World Cup
rather than from any need
to respond to the critics.
"The position he is in and
the way he batted, it's not
that difficult for him.

"It's An Obvious Thing'": Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
Opens Up On Rough Start To India Career

Indian batting

prodigy
Sooryavanshi has acknowledged that he has
endured "several ups and downs" in the past
four months, but his confidence remains
intact heading into the T20I series against
Zimbabwe, beginning here on Thursday.
Riding on his IPL blitzkrieg, the 15-year-old
made it to India's T20I tours of Ireland and
England. Although he did not feature in the
two-match series in Belfast, he made his
international debut in the second T20I
against England in Manchester, becoming
India's youngest-ever international crick-

Vaibhav

eter, eclipsing Sachin Tendulkar's long-
standing record. Sooryavanshi played the
next three matches but managed only mod-
est scores and was left out of the fifth and
final T20I as Sanju Samson returned to the
XI. India went on to lose the series 0-4. His
omission sparked criticism from several
former cricketers, who questioned the team
management's decision to drop the teenage
opener after just three innings. "Yes, there
have been several ups and down in the last
four months (kaafi ups and downs aaye hain
4 mahine mein). It's part of cricket it will
keep happening but I have to follow the
process and give my 100 per cent for the
team," Sooryavanshi, whose familiarity
with the conditions here could strengthen
his chances of making the playing XI for
Thursday's opener, told 'beei.tv'. The young-
sters was visibly emotional after being left
out of the fifth and final T20I against
England. Acknowledging the challenges of
dealing with setbacks at a young age, he said
the support he received from those around
him helped him move on and regain his
focus. "It's an obvious thing that whatever I
want (guidance etc), the coaches are making
it available and whatever practice I require
I am getting that.

Like Tokyo Olympics, India Can End 5-Decade

WC Medal Drought: Harmanpreet Singh

Indian men's hockey cap-
I tain Harmanpreet Singh

believes his side is capa-
ble of ending the country's
five-decade-long World Cup
medal drought, saying the
team heads into next month's
showpiece event with the
same belief and preparation
that helped it end a 41-year
Olympic podium wait at the
Tokyo Games. India had
snapped a 4l-year Olympic
medal drought by winning
bronze in Tokyo in 2021 before
repeating the feat under
Harmanpreet's captaincy at
the Paris Games. The ace
drag-flicker now wants the
team to emulate that success

at the World Cup, to be held in
the Netherlands and Belgium
from August 15 to 30. "We had
similar feelings as before the
Tokyo Olympics. Our prepa-
ration is equally strong
because our only goal is to end
the 50-year World Cup podi-
um drought," Harmanpreet
told PTI in an interview. "Just
as we won an Olympic medal
after 41 years in Tokyo, we
want to break the World Cup
drought as well. We will go
with the same mindset and
the same preparation. There
isno pressure; rather, it is our
responsibility." India's only
World Cup triumph came in
Kuala Lumpur in 1975. The

team had also won bronze in
1971 and silver in 1973 but has
not reached the podium since.
For several members of the
current squad, including
those who were part of India's
back-to-back Olympic bronze-
medal-winning campaigns,
the upcoming World Cup
could be their final opportuni-
ty to make an impact on the
sport's biggest stage.

"The team's performance, con-
fidence and unity in recent
months have strengthened
our belief that this is a golden
opportunity,” said
Harmanpreet, who has played
264 internationals for India.
"It is especially important for

the experienced players
because this could be their
last World Cup and there are
expectations from them. They
want to set an example
through their performances
and inspire the next genera-
tion." The 30-year-old, howev-
er, cautioned that success
would require sustained hard
work. "The path is not easy. A
lot of hard work is needed. We
play with a never-say-die atti-
tude and that will remain our
approach even in the practice
sessions." Asked about India's
realistic prospects,
Harmanpreet said no team
could be taken lightly in a
tournament of such stature.

INDIAN SHOOTERS
STUMBLE IN FINAL
ASIAN GAMES TUNE-UP;
CHINA SWEEPS GOLDS

Indian shooters got an early
indication of the challenge
that awaits them at the Asian
Games in Japan less than two
months from now as hosts
China dominated the opening
day of the ISSF World Cup on
Wednesday, winning both
gold medals on offer while
India finished without a podi-
um. In their final global out-
ing before the Asian Games
in  Aichi-Nagoya from
September 19 to October 4, the
Indian shooters endured a
disappointing start as neither
of the country's two 10m air
pistol mixed teams pro-
gressed beyond the qualifica-
tion stage. The pairing of mul-
tiple World Cup gold medal-
list Suruchi Inder Singh and
Kedarling Uchaganve fin-
ished ninth with an aggregate
score of 577, with Suruchi
shooting 292 and Kedarling
managing 285. With only the
top four teams advancing,
China underlined its superi-
ority by ensuring two final
spots with one of them -- Yao
Qianxun and Hu Kai - smash-
ing the qualification world
record with a combined 591.
India's second pair of

Sainyam and Kamaljeet also
totalled 577 but had to settle
for 11th after scores of 288 and
289 respectively. Yao and Hu
went on to clinch gold with a
world record score of 4884,
ahead of compatriots Shen
Yiyao and Bu Shuaihang
(485.7), while South Korea
claimed bronze and the
Individual Neutral Athletes
(AIN) finished fourth. There
was some encouragement in
the men's 10m air rifle, where
junior world champion
Rakesh Parth Mane qualified
second with 633.4, behind
China's double Olympic
champion Sheng Lihao
(637.5). However, Mane was
unable to sustain the momen-
tum in the eightman final,
slipping to seventh with 145.5
as Sheng secured the gold
with 253.9 ahead of compatri-
ot Zhang Changhong (252.4).
The remaining Indians also
fell short, with Tushar Mane
finishing 12th (630.5) and
Himanshu Dhillon 22nd
(629.3) in the 83-shooter field,
underscoring the gulf India
will have to bridge against a
formidable Chinese squad
before the Asian Games.
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THE INDIA STORY UNVEILS
POWERFUL NEW POSTER
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he makers of The

India Story have

unveiled a striking
new poster that intensifies
the conversation around
one of the country's most
concerning public health
issues pesticide farming.
Starring Kajal Aggarwal
and Shreyas Talpade, the
latest poster offers a
glimpse into the film's
hard-hitting narrative
while emphasizing the
silent dangers associated
with the excessive use of
pesticides in agriculture.
The newly released poster
carries a strong visual
message, reflecting the
film's core theme of expos-
ing the hidden risks that
often go unnoticed in
everyday food consump-
tion. With an intense and
thought-provoking design,
the poster further builds
anticipation for the film,
which promises to blend
compelling storytelling
with a socially relevant
subject. Kajal Aggarwal
and Shreyas Talpade take
center stage in a story that
aims to raise awareness
about an issue affecting
millions across genera-
tions.
Speaking about the film's
message, Kajal Aggarwal
said, "The India Story is a
film that carries an impor-
tant message for every
household. What drew me
to the project was its
courage to address a sub-
ject that directly impacts
our daily lives yet often
goes unnoticed. I hope the
film encourages audiences
to think more deeply about
the food they consume and
the choices they make."
Shreyas Talpade added,

"This story is not just
about farming practices; it
is about the health and
future of generations to

come. The new poster
reflects the urgency of the
issue we are highlighting
through the film. We want-
ed to be part of a project
that sparks meaningful
conversations, and I
believe The India Story has
the power to create that
awareness among audi-
ences." The India Story has
already garnered signifi-
cant attention for tackling
the alarming impact of pes-
ticide farming and its long-
term consequences on
human health. The film
seeks to shed light on how
harmful agricultural prac-

tices can silently affect
present and future genera-
tions, encouraging audi-
ences to question what ulti-
mately reaches their
plates. Through its power-
ful narrative, the film aims
to spark meaningful dis-
cussions and drive greater
awareness about food safe-
ty and public health.
Presented by Zee
Studios in association
with MIG Production &
Studios, The India Story is
directed by Chettan DK
and written and produced
by Sagar B. Shinde. The
film is slated for a world-
wide theatrical release on
July 24, 2026, and will
arrive in theatres in Hindi,
Telugu, and Tamil.
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Imtiaz Ali Visits Hyderabad
Success

to Celebrate the

M ain Vaapas Aaunga
continues its
remarkable run in
theatres, winning hearts
across the country and
witnessing extraordi-
nary word-of-mouth
appreciation from audi-
ences. Now in its sixth
successful week, the film
continues to run across
450+ shows in India
while also sustaining its
theatrical run in 10 inter-
national countries a rare
achievement for a Hindi
film amidst strong com-
petition from both
Bollywood and
Hollywood releases.
Released across 59 coun-
tries on 804 screens,
Main Vaapas Aaunga has
emerged as one of the
widest overseas releases
for a Hindi film this year.
The film has enjoyed an
exceptional run not only
across traditional Hindi-
speaking markets but
also in cities like
Hyderabad, Bengaluru,
and Kolkata, highlight-
ing its strong pan-India
acceptance and growing
audience reach.
As the film continues to
witness overwhelming
love and growing
momentum at the box
office, filmmaker Imtiaz
Ali visited Hyderabad to
personally express his
gratitude to moviegoers
for their immense love
and support. Known for
crafting emotionally res-
onant stories, Imtiaz Ali
has been deeply moved
by the response Main
Vaapas Aaunga has
received since its
release. What began as a

film that steadily found
its audience has now
grown into one of the
year’s most remarkable
theatrical success sto-
ries, powered purely by
strong audience appreci-
ation and word-of-mouth.
The film has struck a
deep chord with viewers
across generations, with
both Gen Z and family
audiences embracing its
heartfelt storytelling,
memorable performanc-
es, and emotional depth.
During his Hyderabad
visit, Imtiaz interacted
with  audiences and
thanked them for
embracing the film and
helping it grow into the
phenomenon it has
become. Their continued
love and recommenda-

®

tions have translated
into sustained footfalls,
increased shows, and an
exceptional theatrical
hold across India and
overseas.

Set in Imtiaz Ali’s signa-
ture world of love, emo-
tions, and longing, Main
Vaapas Aaunga features
Diljit Dosanjh,
Naseeruddin Shah,
Sharvari, and Vedang
Raina in pivotal roles.
Produced by Birla
Studios & Applause
Entertainment and
Mohit Choudhary &
Shibasish  Sarkar of
Window Seat Films, this
Birla Studios Worldwide
release is successfully
running in cinemas. The
music of the film is on
Tips Music.
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SJ Suryah’s Menacing
First Look Unveiled

tarring Karthi in the

lead, Sardar 2 is the

sequel to the block-

buster Sardar, which
became a huge success
across Tamil and Telugu.
The film promises to
expand the franchise with
a bigger canvas, interna-
tional action, and high-
octane thrills. Directed by
PS Mithran and produced
by S Lakshman Kumar
under Prince Pictures, the
film has music by Sam CS.

Frm Karthi’s Sardar 2

Sardaar 2 is progressing
with its shoot.

The makers of Sardar 2
have dropped a massive
surprise on the occasion of
SJ Suryah’s birthday,
unveiling his striking first-
look poster from the much-
awaited spy action thriller.
Along with introducing the
versatile actor’s character,
the team has also officially
confirmed that the film will
hit cinemas worldwide on
September 10.

Nayanthara & Kavin's 'Hi' Set for a Grand
Worldwide Release on August 14

Release Date
Announcement Video
Unveiled for the Much-
Awaited Family
Entertainer. The makers of
'Hi', marking the first-ever
on-screen collaboration of
Lady Superstar Nayanthara
and Kavin, have officially
announced the film's theatri-
cal release date by unveiling
a special announcement
video. The much-awaited
family entertainer is all set
to hit theatres worldwide on
August 14. Directed by debu-
tant Vishnu Edavan, Hi
boasts of an impressive
ensemble cast including
Nayanthara, Kavin, K.
Bhagyaraj, Prabhu, Radhika
Sarathkumar, VTV Ganesh,
Sathyan, Adithya Kathir
and Qureshi, among others.
The film's technical crew
comprises cinematographer
Rajesh Shukla, music com-
poser Jen Martin, editor
Philomin Raj, and produc-
tion designer S. Kannan.
Bankrolled jointly by Zee
Studios, The Rowdy
Pictures, and Seven Screen
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Studio, the film is backed by

producers Nayanthara,
Vignesh Shivan, and S.S.
Lalit Kumar. Vinodh C.J.
and K.S. Mayil Vaganan
serve as co-producers, while
V.K. Kubeendran is the
Creative Producer. The film
has already generated con-
siderable buzz following the
release of its first single,
which garnered millions of

digital views, thereby
heightening expectation lev-
els. Building on that
momentum, the makers
have now confirmed that Hi
will arrive in cinemas
across the globe on August
14. Speaking about the film,
director Vishnu Edavan
says, "Hi is exactly as the
title suggests is a simple,
heartwarming, and feel-

good film. Created as a
wholesome family entertain-
er, the film promises two-
and-a-half hours of engaging
entertainment that audi-
ences of all ages can enjoy
together. Set across
Chennai, Coimbatore, and
Pollachi, the story unfolds
with warmth, humour, and
emotions. Much like classics
such as Darling Darling
Darling, Santhosh
Subramaniam, and Yaaradi
Nee Mohini, Hi is a family
entertainer without a con-
ventional antagonist.”
Having previously worked
alongside Lokesh Kanagaraj
on blockbuster films such as
Kaithi, Master, and Vikram,
Vishnu Edavan makes his
directorial debut with Hi.
Furthermore, his collabora-
tion that involves the first-
time pairing of Nayanthara
and Kavin, a stellar support-
ing cast, and a refreshing
family-oriented narrative,
the film has already regis-
tered itself as one of the most
eagerly awaited Tamil
releases of the season.

'Yama Kinkarudu' Becomes Telugu
Cinema's First Al (Artificial
Intelligence)-Based Feature Film

Renowned producer
Thummalapalli
Ramasatyanarayana is
playing the title role while
also writing, directing,
and producing the innova-
tive film 'Yama
Kinkarudu.' The film is set
to create history as the

first Telugu feature film
made using Artificial
Intelligence (AI) technolo-
gy. Versatile actor Suman
plays a pivotal role in the
movie.

The trailer of Yama
Kinkarudu was officially
unveiled by veteran pro-
ducer K.S. Rama Rao, who
appreciated the team's
unique effort and extended
his best wishes. Speaking
on the occasion, K.S. Rama
Rao said:
"Ramasatyanarayana has
always been at the fore-
front of embracing new
technologies in Telugu
cinema. It is truly com-
mendable that he has
made the first Telugu film
using Al technology. The
trailer looks highly inno-
vative and engaging.
Suman's role will undoubt-
edly be one of the film's
major highlights. I sin-
cerely wish this experi-
mental venture becomes a
grand success and brings
great recognition to

the entire team." .

MAREMMA GRAND
RELEASE ON
SEPTEMBER 10

The makers of Maremma,

the debut film of
Maadhav- son of actor
Raghu and nephew of
Mass Maharaja Ravi Teja,
have officially locked the
film’s  theatrical
release. The
intense
rural o
action

S

drama will arrive in cine-
mas worldwide on
September 10, 2026, as
revealed through a strik-
ing new release date
poster. The newly
unveiled poster presents
Maadhav in a fierce
.~ and battle-worn

. avatar, hinting at
the raw intensi-

ty and

emo -

tional
depth that
define the
film.
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NIHARIKAS Nidhhi Agerwal Is Every
DRAMATIC
TWIRL MOMENT Bit A Mod Cinderell
l oaern Lindaereliia
IS PURE )
ELEGANCE D] idhhi ing short of a white Indian R aj a
. : Agerwal Cinderella in her latest photoshoot. Saab,
Spc1a1 media sensa- looks Dressedinanelegantivorylehenga which
Eﬁ-tgﬁniﬁ/ﬁ?tress Nidhhi noth- paired with dazzling emerald jew- unfortu-
arika is cur- ellery, the actress radiates timeless nately
rently riding high on the Ager'wal looks grace. Her soft glam makeup, flow- failed to
success of her latest Tamil nol‘hlng short Of a ing hair, and princess-like charm make an
outing, Idhayam Murali, white Indian make these pictures an instant impact at _
which has struck a chord Cinderella in her latest visual delight. the box . r ’
with audiences. Amid the inaereca in ner (aies The intricate embroideryonher o ffice. y L4

photoshoot.

Dressed in an elegant ivory
lehenga paired with dazzling
emerald jewellery, the actress
radiates timeless grace. Her
soft glam makeup, flowing
hair, and princess-like charm

promotional buzz, the star
treated fans to a stunning
picture that’s now doing
the rounds online. She was
seen in a striking navy-
blue halter-neck gown fea-
turing a structured button-
down bodice and a dramat-
ic tie-dye pleated skirt,

Despite main-

taining a strong

presence on social

media with glamorous photo-
shoots, the actress current-
ly has mno officially
announced upcoming -
film projects, leaving

fans eagerly waiting

outfit, statement choker,
matching earrings, and deli-
cate accessories perfectly
complement the all-white
ensemble. With minimal yet
sophisticated styling, Nidhhi
strikes a balance between
royal elegance and modern
glamour, making every

which she twirled to per- make these pictures an instant frame look ifforﬂesfy fStun' {?r news of
fection for the camera. _ ) ning. _ On the wor ront, er next big-screen
visual delight. Nidhhi was last seen in The appearance.
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