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OM NAMO 
VENKATESAYA

11- 08-2026
Total pilgrims : 97,014
Tonsures : 37,108
Hundi kanukalu : 3.93 CR 
Laddu sale... 4.61 Lac
Annaprasadams..3.22 Lac
Aswinihospital... 3,757
Present Situation on 17-08-2026:
Waiting Compartments...Out 
side line adding at Krishna teja 
guest house.

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens).. 18 H.

Short Takes

Bengal hotel fire: 
Death toll rises to 
7, owner arrested

7 killed in stampede at 
Ashok Dham temple in 

Bihar's Lakhisarai
Lakhisarai, Aug 17 : 

At least seven people 
were killed, and more 

than 12 were injured 
in a stampede outside 

the Ashok Dham 
Temple in Bihar's 

Lakhisarai district on 
Monday. The incident 
triggered chaos at the 
temple premises as a 

large number of devo-
tees had gathered to 

offer prayers and per-
form rituals on the 

third Monday of the 
holy month of Sawan. 

An electric wire 
reportedly fell, trigger-

ing panic among the 
crowd. Rumours then 

spread among the dev-
otees, causing panic. 

Many devotees rushed 
in different directions 

in an attempt to 
escape. A stampede 

ensued, leaving sever-
al devotees trapped 
and crushed under 

one another.

Prashant Kishor 
takes oath as 

Bankipur MLA at 
Bihar Assembly

Patna (TSIT): Jan 
Suraaj leader Prashant 

Kishor formally took the 
oath as the new MLA from 

the Bankipur Assembly 
constituency on Monday. 
Bihar Assembly Speaker 

Prem Kumar adminis-
tered the oath to him in his 
chamber, allowing Kishor 
to officially participate in 

legislative proceedings and 
begin his responsibilities 
as an elected representa-

tive. Prashant Kishor 
reached the Assembly 

accompanied by senior 
leaders and supporters of 

the Jan Suraaj Party. 

Kolkata,: The death toll in 
the hotel fire at Tarapith in 
West Bengal's Birbhum dis-

trict on Monday rose to 
seven, confirmed the police, 
adding that the owner of the 
building has been arrested. 

Birbhum District Police 
Superintendent Vidit Raj 

Bundesh confirmed that the 
toll has risen and that Kalyan 

Paul, the owner of the hotel 
named 'Bideshini', has been 

arrested. The police are inves-
tigating whether the hotel's 
firefighting system was in 

proper condition and wheth-
er all the fire safety-related 

rules were followed.

Trump says US to reduce military 
drills with South Korea after it 

stayed out of Iran war

The globally popular cooking celebration 

is now in Tamil homes.. Star heroine 

Samantha Ruth Prabhu to host Celebrity 

MasterChef Tamil

NATION I NEWS WORLD I NEWS CINEMA I NEWS

Visakhapatnam (TSIT): 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu on 
Monday asserted that there 
was no deviation in the Mega 
DSC teacher recruitment pro-
cess and that all stages of the 
selection were conducted trans-
parently. He accused the 
YSRCP of spreading misinfor-
mation through what he 
described as “hit-and-run” poli-
tics and challenged the 
Opposition to debate the issue 
in the Legislative Assembly.
Speaking in the Assembly, 
Naidu said education and skill 
development had always been 
priorities for the Telugu Desam 
Party. He recalled various ini-
tiatives undertaken during suc-
cessive TDP governments, 
including residential schools, 
women’s universities, expan-
sion of educational institutions 
and measures to improve aca-
demic standards.

The Chief Minister said the 
previous government had not 
undertaken teacher recruit-
ment for five years, while the 
present coalition government 
completed the recruitment of 
15,941 teachers through the 
Mega DSC within 148 days of 

assuming office.He said the 
recruitment process, including 
the Teacher Eligibility Test 
(TET), DSC notifications, reser-
vation procedures and examina-
tions, was conducted in a trans-
parent manner. Examinations 
covering 13 subjects were con-
ducted through the Computer-
Based Test (CBT) system at 154 
centres, with around 42,000 
questions selected as part of the 
examination process.

Naidu said candidates were 
selected strictly according to 
merit-cum-roster principles. 
Zonal and State-level commit-
tees, along with an appellate 
authority, were constituted to 
address grievances and ensure 
fairness in the recruitment pro-
cess.He also said the sports 

quota was implemented in 
accordance with Central 
Government guidelines and 
maintained that no deviation 
had occurred from the proce-
dures specified in the recruit-
ment notification.The Chief 
Minister alleged that repeated 
accusations and legal cases 
were being used to create obsta-
cles to the recruitment process. 
He criticised the Opposition for 
raising allegations outside the 
Assembly rather than partici-
pating in legislative debates.

“Come to the Assembly and 
debate the issue,” Naidu said, 
challenging the YSRCP to 
present its concerns on the 
floor of the House.He main-
tained that the government 
was accountable to the people 
and would continue to 
strengthen transparency in 
recruitment examinations 
and introduce further 
reforms in the education sec-
tor.Naidu expressed confi-
dence that attempts to create 
controversy would not affect 
teachers appointed through the 
Mega DSC and reiterated the 
government’s commitment to 
transparent and accountable 
recruitment.

No deviation in Mega DSC 
recruitment process: CMNaidu
■ Recruitment details placed online; YSRCP indulging in “hit-and-run” politics, says Chief Minister

Indian Army contingent departs for India-Thailand 
joint military exercise MAITREE-XV

New Delhi (TSIT) : An Indian 
Army contingent left for 
Thailand on Monday, where it 
will participate in 15th edition 
of India-Thailand Joint Military 
Exercise MAITREE-XV, slated 
to be held from August 18 to 31 
at Vibhavadi Rangsit Camp in 
Surat Thani.

The bilateral military exer-
cise is aimed at strengthening 
defence cooperation between 
India and Thailand and enhanc-
ing the ability of the two armies 
to conduct joint operations in 
challenging environments.

The Indian Army and Royal 
Thai Army contingents partici-
pating in the exercise will com-
prise 85 personnel each. The 

Indian contingent will be repre-
sented primarily by troops from 
the 9 Gorkha Rifles, while the 
Royal Thai Army contingent 
will comprise personnel from 

the 3rd Battalion, 25th Infantry 
Brigade, 5th Division.

The exercise will focus on 
company-level joint training 
for operations in jungle and 

semi-urban terrain. The 
training is designed to 
enhance the combined capa-
bilities of the two forces in 
conducting joint counter-
insurgency and counter-ter-
rorist operations in jungle 
and semi-urban environ-
ments under Chapter VII of 
the United Nations Charter.

The exercise will include a 
range of training activities, 
including field exercises, com-
bat discussions, lectures and 
demonstrations. The two con-
tingents will also participate in 
a culminating validation exer-
cise to assess the operational 
capabilities developed during 
the training.

Jharkhand students win, 
govt cancels JSSC-CGL exam, probe by CID

Ranchi (TSIT): 
Amid a massive protest by job 
aspirants over alleged irregu-
larities in recruitment exams in 
the state, Jharkhand Chief 
Minister Hemant Soren said on 
Monday, August 17, that the 
state government would cancel 
the JSSC-CGL examination.

He said that in a special meet-
ing, the state Cabinet decided 

that, since 2014, whatever mis-
takes have happened, big or 
small, will be investigated, and 
the CID would conduct the 
probe.Adding that several com-
panies active in Jharkhand 
appear to be involved in a huge 
exam racket, Soren said that all 
the exams conducted by the 
TDPL (TSR Data Processing 
Private Limited) will be can-

celled. TDPL is a Lucknow-
based private recruitment agen-
cy at the centre of the scandal in 
the state.

Students rejoice
In Ranchi, students were jubi-

lant at the government’s deci-
sion to scrap the JSSC-CGL 
exams. However, maintaining a 
stoic stance, student leader and 
activist Devendra Nath Mahto, 

who spearheaded the agitation, 
said, “I have seen many instanc-
es where CBI or CID investiga-
tions were ordered and then 
cancelled.”Speaking to the 
media, he said, “We, the stu-
dents, will continue to support 
this investigation…If our issues 
are resolved and our demands 
met, why would we need to hold 
further protests?”

BJP reshuffle: Bandi Sanjay dropped, 
Smriti back as general secy

New Delhi (TSIT): As 
part of an organisational 
reshuffle ahead of elec-
tions in many states, 
BJP president Nitin 
Nabin on Monday, 
August 17, appointed the 
party’s national office-
bearers.  In a major 
upset for Telangana, 
Bandi Sanjay Kumar, who was 
a national general secretary, 
has been dropped. He serves as 
the Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs. He had earlier 
served as the party’s Telangana 
chief as well. Representing the 
Karimnagar Lok Sabha constit-
uency, he is a party heavy-
weight who takes keen interest 
in state politics as well.

In Telangana, Bandi Sanjay 
has been in the news over the 

POCSO case involving his son, 
Bandi Sai Bhageerath. 

A minor’s mother filed an 
FIR this May, alleging that 
Bhageerath had sexually 
assaulted her daughter. 
Bhageerath denied all allega-
tions, filing a counter-com-
plaint claiming that the girl’s 
family threatened him and 
attempted to extort Rs 5 crore 
from him. The BJP shared the 
lists on X.

UGC-NET retest: 
Student groups in 
Delhi demand NTA 
be scrapped
New Delhi (TSIT): Several 
student organisations held 
protests in the national capi-
tal on Monday, August 17, 
against the National Testing 
Agency’s decision to recon-
duct the UGC-NET examina-
tions for three subjects, 
demanding that the NTA be 
scrapped as its “repeated 
lapses” have put students’ 
academic and career plans at 
risk.The protests come amid 
continuing criticism of the 
NTA over examination-related 
irregularities.The NTA has 
ordered fresh examinations for 
candidates who appeared for 
the English, Commerce and 
Sociology papers in June this 
year after an expert committee 
found factual, typographical, 
translation and language-relat-
ed errors in the question 
papers. The All India Students’ 
Association (AISA) held a dem-
onstration at the NTA head-
quarters at Okhla Industrial 
Estate. It demanded the com-
plete abolition of the testing 
agency, alleging that the can-
cellation of the three papers 
was yet another instance of 
systemic mismanagement and 
lack of accountability.

Trump urges 
Iran to raise 
‘white flag’
Washington (TSIT): US 
President Donald Trump has 
urged Iran to raise the “white 
flag of surrender” as a 60-day 
ceasefire understanding 
expires, while signalling that 
he is in no hurry to set a dead-
line for Tehran.

Trump told Fox News in an 
interview that American naval 
pressure on Iran would contin-
ue. The US President also 
issued a stark warning to 
Oman over its parallel talks 
with Tehran concerning con-
trol of the Strait of Hormuz.

“I have no time schedule. I’m 
not in a hurry,” Trump was 
quoted as saying in a telephone 
interview with Fox News chief 
foreign correspondent Trey 
Yingst.The US President said 
Iran should raise the “white 
flag of surrender”. He 
described Iranian officials as 
good poker players but said the 
country was “dying”, accord-
ing to Yingst.Trump also 
rejected suggestions that the 
US midterm elections were 
shaping his Iran policy.The 
60-day Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) expires 
on Monday. However, Trump’s 
remarks indicated that he did 
not regard the deadline as 
binding.
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replaces Amit Malviya 
as BJP IT Cell chief

PAPER

n 

Hyderabad (TSIT): 
The ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls 
has resulted in the deletion of 
73,39,235 names across 
Telangana, with Hyderabad 
recording the highest number of 
deletions at 19,41,444.

The deleted names have been 
categorised under ASDD — 
Absent, Shifted, Duplication and 
Death. In Hyderabad, 1,56,392 
voters were marked deceased, 
2,99,850 were untraceable, 
13,45,333 had permanently shift-
ed, 99,264 were found to be 
already enrolled, while 40,605 
were removed for other reasons.

Among Hyderabad constitu-
encies, Jubilee Hills recorded 
the highest number of dele-
tions at 1,79,510, followed by 
Yakutpura with 1,54,982 and 
Chandrayangutta with 
1,48,869. Charminar recorded 

the lowest number at 94,174. 
In percentage terms, 
Musheerabad had the high-
est deletion rate at 45.17%, 
followed by Malakpet at 
44.76%.

Rangareddy district record-

ed the second-highest num-
ber of deletions at 12,87,091, 
followed by Medchal-
Malkajgiri with 10,71,566. 
Yadadri-Bhuvanagiri record-
ed the lowest number at 
26,121.

73 lac voters deleted from 
Telangana electoral rolls, 

Hyderabad records highest
FROM THE VOTER LIST OF 

HYDERABAD, 19,41,444 NAMES 
HAVE BEEN DELETED.

Rahul hits out at NTA 
over UGC-NET re-exam
New Delhi (TSIT) : As the 
National Testing Agency 
(NTA) announced the re-
examination for the UGC-
NET papers for three subjects 
after multiple errors were 
found in the question papers, 
Lok Sabha Leader of 
Opposition (LoP) Rahul 
Gandhi on Monday took aim 
at the Central government 
and claimed that the years of 
the students are being stolen 
because of these examination 
irregularities.

Earlier on Sunday, the 
NTA announced that it will 
re-conduct the University 
Grants Commission-National 
Eligibility Test (UGC-NET) 
for English, Sociology and 
Commerce after several 
errors were found in the 
question papers. This added 
to the growing criticism over 
the testing agency's handling 
of competitive exams.

Rahul, in a post on X, said, 
"Modi ji, look at what your 
NTA has just done. UGC-NET 
exams for Sociology, English 
and Commerce were held 
between 22 and 30 June. 
Nearly two months later, 
NTA has cancelled all three 
because it set faulty papers 
and repeated old questions." 
"Thousands of candidates 

who prepared for years, filled 
forms, paid the fees, travelled 
to distant centres, must now 
do it all again in September. 
NTA makes the mistake, but 
the student serves the sen-
tence," he said. 

The LoP recalled that dur-
ing his Chhatron Ki Goonj 
programmes held in Kota, 
Dehradun and Prayagraj, 
he had stated that "this is no 
longer an education sys-
tem", but an "extraction 
machine".

"It takes your money, your 
years, your mental health, 
and your confidence and 
returns nothing. Not even a 
job. NTA still won't answer 
the real question -- were these 
papers leaked before the 
exam?" he said.



2CHENNAI
TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2026      

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

South

Hyderabad TSIT: AICC 
Telangana in-charge 
Meenakshi Natarajan on 
Monday said the 
Telangana Government’s 
food security and welfare 
initiatives represented the 
fulfilment of the Congress 
party’s long-standing 
vision of ensuring food, 
shelter, healthcare and 
dignity for every vulnera-
ble family.

Addressing a meeting of 
the Political Affairs 
Committee of the erst-
while Nalgonda district at 
Bhongir, Natarajan linked 
the protection of voting 
rights with safeguarding 
the welfare entitlements of 
ordinary citizens. 
Ministers N. Uttam Kumar 
Reddy, Komatireddy 
Venkat Reddy and Adluri 
Lakshman Kumar partici-
pated in the meeting.

Referring to the ongoing 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls, she 
asked Congress workers to 
remain vigilant and 
ensure that no genuine 
voter, particularly from 
poorer and vulnerable sec-
tions, was excluded.

Natarajan said protect-
ing the name of a poor citi-
zen on the electoral roll 
was not merely an elector-
al exercise but part of the 
larger responsibility of 
safeguarding the citizen's 
dignity and access to wel-
fare benefits.

She cited the Telangana 
Government's fine rice dis-
tribution, Indiramma 

Indlu and Aarogyasri pro-
grammes and stressed that 
eligible beneficiaries must 
continue to receive these 
benefits without disrup-
tion.

Drawing a connection 
with the Congress's histor-
ic welfare agenda, 
Natarajan said the fight 
against hunger and pover-
ty had been central to the 
party since former Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi's 
“Garibi Hatao” campaign. 
She said the present 
Telangana Government 
was carrying that philoso-
phy forward by providing 
quality food with dignity 
to poor families.

Under the State's food-
security programme, six 
kilograms of fine rice is 
being provided free every 
month per person to eligi-
ble Food Security Card 
beneficiaries. Around 3.42 
crore people covered by 

more than 1.06 crore Food 
Security Cards are part of 
the State's food-security 
network.

She said the introduc-
tion of Smart Ration 
Cards, launched by Chief 
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy at Sangareddy on 
Independence Day, would 
further strengthen trans-
parency, convenience and 
accountability in the 
Public Distribution 
System.

Natarajan also linked 
Telangana's initiatives 
with the rights-based wel-
fare approach pursued 
under Sonia Gandhi's lead-
ership, noting that the 
National Food Security 
Act during the UPA era 
marked a major transition 
towards treating food secu-
rity as a right.

On the organisational 
front, she called upon 
booth-level Congress 

workers, particularly 
BLA-2 representatives, to 
closely examine electoral 
rolls and assist genuine 
voters during the SIR pro-
cess. Those performing 
exceptionally well in pro-
tecting and enrolling eligi-
ble voters would be identi-
fied and recognised by the 
party, she said.

Natarajan also signalled 
that Congress was prepar-
ing its grassroots organisa-
tion for the 2028 Assembly 
elections, with greater 
emphasis on a direct politi-
cal contest with the BJP. 
Traditional Congress 
strongholds such as the 
erstwhile Nalgonda, 
Mahabubnagar and 
Khammam districts would 
be further strengthened 
while the party expanded 
its organisation in areas 
where the BJP was seek-
ing to grow.

She also stressed that 

loyal grassroots workers 
who stood by the Congress 
during its years in opposi-
tion should receive due 
recognition in district-lev-
el government nomina-
tions. Long-serving dis-
trict, mandal, municipal 
and frontal-organisation 
workers should be given 
appropriate priority, she 
said.

Explaining the organisa-
tional restructuring 
underway in Telangana, 
Natarajan said the process 
had entered its next phase 
following the appointment 
and training of District 
Congress Committee pres-
idents. The party would 
assess DCC working com-
mittees and strengthen its 
organisational network 
down to the mandal, gram 
panchayat and booth lev-
els.

District Political Affairs 
Committees comprising 
senior leaders have also 
been constituted as part of 
efforts to improve coordi-
nation between the party 
organisation and the 
Congress Government's 
programmes.

Natarajan said the 
ongoing zonal meetings 
across the erstwhile com-
bined districts, attended 
by AICC and Pradesh 
Congress leaders, were 
aimed at building a stron-
ger grassroots organisa-
tion while ensuring that 
voting rights and welfare 
rights were protected 
together.

Telangana’s Food Security Push Fulfils 
Congress Dream Meenakshi Natarajan

Hyderabad, TSIT: 
Senior Congress leader 
Indira Shobhan on 
Monday strongly criti-
cised BRS Working 
President K.T. Rama Rao 
(KTR) over his allegations 
concerning the implemen-
tation of the Kalyana 
Lakshmi and Shaadi 
Mubarak schemes, accus-
ing him of spreading mis-
information against the 
Congress Government.

She said the government 
headed by Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy 
remained committed to 
the welfare of poor fami-
lies and asserted that 
Kalyana Lakshmi and 
Shaadi Mubarak would 
continue as usual.

“Stop misleading people 
with false claims. The 
schemes are not being dis-
continued,” Indira 
Shobhan said, alleging 
that KTR was attempting 
to create confusion for 
political gains.

She questioned why the 

previous BRS government, 
despite being in power for 
nearly a decade, had not 
provided statutory back-
ing to Kalyana Lakshmi 
through legislation in the 
Assembly and had instead 
implemented it through a 
government order.

Indira Shobhan claimed 
that the absence of such 
statutory backing had con-
tributed to the legal issues 
now arising before the 
High Court. She accused 
the BRS of portraying the 
legal developments as an 
attempt by the Congress 
Government to stop the 
welfare schemes.

She also questioned the 
previous BRS govern-
ment's decision to discon-

Stop False Propaganda on Kalyana 
Lakshmi Indira Shobhan Tells KTR

Hyderabad TSIT: In a 
major step towards scien-
tific management of con-
struction debris and clean-
er urban surroundings, the 
Construction and 
Demolition (C&D) Waste 
Transfer Station estab-
lished by Re Sustainability 
was inaugurated at 
Gowlidoddi in 
Serilingampally Zone of the 
Cyberabad Municipal 
Corporation (CMC) by 
Jayesh Ranjan Special 
Chief Secretary, 
Government of Telangana.

The inauguration was 
attended by Dr.Srijana 
CMC Commissioner, 
Additional Commissioner 
(Health & Sanitation), 
Serilingampally Zonal 
Commissioner and officials 
of various departments.

The new facility is 
designed to strengthen the 
collection, transportation, 
processing and recycling of 
C&D waste and prevent 
indiscriminate dumping of 
construction debris on 
roads, open spaces, drains 
and other public areas.

CMC already has a C&D 
waste processing facility at 
Jeedimetla. The Gowlidoddi 
station will function as a 
strategically located trans-
fer and aggregation point 
catering to rapidly develop-
ing areas including 
Narsingi, Nallagandla, 
Gachibowli and Madhapur.

Officials said the facility 
would facilitate faster lift-
ing of construction waste, 
reduce transportation dis-
tances and costs, improve 
vehicle utilisation and 
strengthen CMC's overall 
C&D waste management 
network.The station will 
also support implementa-
tion of G.O.Rt.No.626, 
which promotes scientific 

management, recycling 
and reuse of construction 
and demolition waste. The 
provisions include autho-
rised collection and trans-
portation, disposal certifi-
cation for applicable proj-
ects and use of recycled 
C&D material in eligible 
government works.

Emphasising a circular-
economy approach, the 
Special Chief Secretary 
said C&D waste should be 
viewed as a resource rather 
than waste. Agencies exe-
cuting cement concrete 
roads and other civil works 
were advised to ensure that 
debris generated during 
construction is handed 
over to authorised process-
ing agencies.

The cost of collection, 
transportation and process-
ing of C&D waste should 
also be incorporated appro-
priately into project esti-
mates in accordance with 
government procedures, 
ensuring accountability 
from waste generation to 
recycling.The Gowlidoddi 
facility is expected to curb 
illegal dumping, protect 
drains and water bodies, 
encourage reuse of pro-
cessed construction mate-
rial and reduce dependence 
on virgin raw materials.

The authorised service 
will also provide doorstep 
collection and processing of 
C&D waste on payment of 
prescribed user charges.

Officials said the initia-
tive marks an important 
step towards shifting 
Cyberabad's approach from 
“waste disposal” to 
“resource recovery and cir-
cular sustainability,” with 
the larger objective of 
achieving “No C&D Waste 
on Roads” and building a 
cleaner.

Gowlidoddi Gets C&D Waste 
Transfer Station to Keep 
Cyberabad Roads Debris-Free

Hyderabad TSIT: Indian technol-
ogy entrepreneur and global busi-
ness strategist Sundeep Kumar 
Makthala is charting an ambi-
tious UAE expansion for RI 
Advanced Materials, with plans 
to develop a regional ecosystem 
for graphene, advanced materials, 
research and next-generation 
manufacturing.

Makthala, Managing Director 
and CEO of RI Advanced 
Materials, is working with scien-
tist Dr. Rajendra Prasad Joshi, 
the company’s CTO, and mining 
and minerals expert Biyyani 
Ravindar, CMO, to explore oppor-
tunities across the UAE. The ini-
tiative is aligned with the coun-
try’s Operation 300bn industrial 
vision, which seeks to increase 
the industrial sector’s contribu-
tion to GDP to AED 300 billion by 
2031.

The team has held strategic 
engagements in Sharjah and Ras 

Al Khaimah, assessing opportuni-
ties in research, innovation, man-
ufacturing, investment and com-
mercialisation.

At the Sharjah Research, 
Technology and Innovation Park, 
discussions focused on potential 
collaboration in graphene and 
advanced materials, including 
applications in energy storage, 
water treatment and desalination, 
advanced coatings and construc-

tion materials. The team also 
explored the possibility of con-
necting research and prototyping 
with industrial applications and 
global market opportunities.

Engagements with the Ras Al 
Khaimah Economic Zone 
(RAKEZ) ecosystem focused on 
infrastructure, investment and 
manufacturing requirements. RI 
Advanced Materials is evaluating 
different emirates for future R&D 

and production facilities.
Graphene is expected to be one 

of the company’s key focus areas, 
with potential applications in 
electronics, semiconductors, 
energy storage, hydrogen tech-
nologies, coatings, construction 
and ceramics. Its broader 
advanced-materials portfolio 
includes nanomaterials, graphite, 
quartz, silica, feldspar, silicon-
related materials and advanced 
coatings.

Under its phased expansion 
plan, RI Advanced Materials pro-
poses to initially establish an 
R&D Centre and Centre of 
Excellence, followed by deploy-
ment of specialised machinery 
and commencement of produc-
tion. The long-term plan envisag-
es a multi-location manufacturing 
network serving UAE, regional 
and international markets 
through 2031.Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
Joshi praised Makthala for quick-

ly transforming discussions into 
an actionable business initiative, 
describing his “speed, clarity and 
execution” as commendable.
Biyyani Ravindar said the initia-
tive brings together technology, 
advanced materials and strategic 
mineral-resource expertise and 
could create significant opportu-
nities in the UAE and global mar-
kets.

“Our vision is to connect 
advanced technology, scientific 
research, strategic resources and 
manufacturing with global mar-
kets from the UAE,” Makthala 
said, adding that graphene would 
be an important part of the com-
pany’s plans.RI Advanced 
Materials is also inviting gra-
phene researchers, technology 
companies, manufacturers, inves-
tors, universities and research 
institutions to explore collabora-
tion as it builds its UAE and inter-
national operations.

Sundeep Makthala Eyes UAE as Global Hub for 
Graphene, Advanced Materials

Hyderabad, August 2026 
: German Doner Kebab 
(GDK), a globally recog-
nised premium quick-ser-
vice restaurant (QSR) 
brand, has entered the 
Indian market with the 
opening of its first outlet at 
Film Nagar, Tollywood 
Lane, Jubilee Hills, 
Hyderabad. GBC India, the 
master franchise partner 
of GDK in India, 
announced the launch on 
Monday, marking the 
beginning of the brand’s 
planned expansion across 
the country. GDK is target-
ing more than 450 restau-
rants in India as part of its 
long-term growth strategy.

Founded in Berlin and 
headquartered in the 
United Kingdom, GDK has 
a presence across the UK, 
the U.S., the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, Canada, Sweden 
and Ireland. The brand is 
known for its contempo-
rary take on doner, com-
bining flame-grilled meat, 
fresh ingredients, signa-
ture sauces and toasted 
waffle bread.

The company said its 

India proposition would 
focus on flavour, fresh-
ness, quality and protein-
oriented food choices. It 
also aims to establish a 
connection with younger 
consumers through its 
association with music, 
fashion, sport, fitness and 
contemporary youth cul-
ture. GDK India is being 
launched by GBC India, 
which brings experience 
in food manufacturing, 
product development, sup-
ply chain and franchise 

development. The partner-
ship between GBC and 
GDK has developed over 
more than a decade, with a 
focus on product quality 
and operational standards.

Vikrant Tomer, Chief 
Executive Officer, GDK 
India, said the company’s 
objective was not merely 
to establish a restaurant      
We aim to bring a globally 
benchmarked doner expe-
rience to Indian consum-
ers,” he said. He said the 
company’s target of more 

than 450 restaurants would 
be supported by consistent 
global standards, fresh 
ingredients and an experi-
ence tailored to India’s 
young consumer base.

Ginny Sahni, Managing 
Director, GBC India, said 
the company’s association 
with GDK over the past 
decade had helped it 
understand the brand’s 
standards and operating 
culture. “Launching GDK 
in India is a natural next 
step, bringing freshness, 
flavour and a global dining 
experience to our local 
audience,” she said.

Following the 
Hyderabad launch, the 
company plans to expand 
into markets such as 
Mohali and Chandigarh, 
besides other emerging 
Tier-I and Tier-II cities. 
The expansion will include 
a combination of compa-
ny-owned and franchised 
outlets.

As part of its cultural 
positioning in India, GDK 
has also partnered with 
musician, actor and film-
maker Parmish Verma as 

German Doner Kebab enters Indian 
market with first outlet in Hyderabad

Collector calls for 
youth participation in 

development

Jogulamba Gadwal TSIT.
District Collector Rizwan 
Basha Shaik has called for 
concerted efforts by vari-
ous departments to 
empower youth with 
awareness of government 
schemes and opportuni-
ties and encourage them to 
play an active role in 
nation-building.

The Collector made 
these remarks at a coordi-
nation committee meeting 
with representatives of My 
Bharat held at the IDOC 
conference hall here on 
Monday. He directed the 
officials of the Youth 
Affairs Department and 
other concerned depart-
ments to work in coordina-

tion to involve young peo-
ple in developmental pro-
grammes and nurture 
them into responsible citi-
zens.

The Collector said the 
Youth Affairs Department 
should organise pro-
grammes every year in 
coordination with the 
Medical and Health, 
Education, Panchayat 
Raj, Industries and other 
departments. Such pro-
grammes should focus on 
creating awareness 
among youth about 
health, education, employ-
ment, social responsibili-
ty and various Central 
and State government 
welfare schemes.

Hyderabad: St. Ann’s 
High School (CISCE), 
Petbasheerabad, celebrat-
ed the Har Ghar Tiranga 
campaign on August 14 
with patriotic fervour and 
enthusiasm.The pro-
gramme began with the 
National Anthem, sung 
collectively by students 
and led by 150 NCC cadets. 
The rendition created a 
strong sense of unity, 
pride and love for the 
nation among the partici-
pants.Following the 
anthem, the NCC cadets 
organised a cycle rally to 
spread awareness among 
the public about the 
importance of the 
Tiranga, patriotism and 

national identity. 
Carrying the message of 
Har Ghar Tiranga 
through the streets, the 
cadets encouraged citizens 
to respect and proudly dis-
play the National Flag.
The rally was aimed at 
inspiring students and 
members of the public to 
uphold the values of unity, 
patriotism and respect for 

the National Flag. It also 
highlighted the impor-
tance of responsible citi-
zenship and contributing 
towards the nation’s prog-
ress.The event provided 
students with an opportu-
nity to actively participate 
in the Independence Day 
celebrations while spread-
ing the message of nation-
al pride and unity.

St. Ann’s High School holds Har 
Ghar Tiranga cycle rally
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Integrity can help eradicate corruption 
at grassroots level: Bank of India

Chevella: Corruption can 
be eradicated at the grass-
roots level through ethical 
practices, integrity and 
public awareness, Bank of 
India (BOI) Chevella 
Branch Manager Raviteja 
said.

The Chevella branch, 
under the Hyderabad 
Zone, organised a 
Vigilance Awareness 
Seminar on Monday in 
accordance with Central 
Vigilance Commission 
(CVC) guidelines. The pro-
gramme was held on the 
theme “Probity for 
Prosperity”.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Raviteja urged citi-
zens to actively contribute 
to building a corruption-
free society. Vigilance 
Officer Satish explained 
preventive vigilance mea-
sures and ways to prevent 
banking frauds, with a 
special focus on cyber safe-
ty.He cautioned the public 
against allowing third par-
ties to use their bank 
accounts for transactions, 
warning that such 
accounts could be misused 

as “mule accounts” and 
may lead to serious legal 
consequences. He also 
advised customers to keep 
banking details and OTPs 
confidential and remain 
alert to phishing emails, 
fraudulent websites and 
online scams.Local public 
representatives, bank cus-

tomers and village resi-
dents participated in the 
seminar and raised ques-
tions during the interac-
tive session.Following the 
programme, bank offi-
cials, staff and villagers 
jointly conducted a 
Swachh Bharat cleanli-
ness drive on local streets. 
The branch manager said 
the awareness pro-
gramme was organised as 
part of the bank’s efforts 
to strengthen vigilance 
and promote responsible 
banking practices in 
rural areas.

TN govt takes property registration fully 
online for first sales

Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay launched the system at the Secretariat on Monday. Under the first phase, 
first-sale documents for plots in layouts and first-sale flats can be registered only online.

CHENNAI: Tamil 
Nadu has ushered 
in a change in 
property registra-
tion, making 
online, presence-
less registration 
mandatory from 
Monday for first-
sale plots and flats, 
aimed at cutting 
visits to sub-regis-
trar offices and 
improving trans-
parency.

Chief Minister C 
Joseph Vijay 
launched the sys-
tem at the Secretariat on 
Monday. Under the first 
phase, first-sale docu-
ments for plots in layouts 
and first-sale flats can be 
registered only online.

The move, announced 
earlier by Commercial 
Taxes and Registration 
Minister D Logesh 
Tamilselvan, is part of the 
department’s transition to 

the STAR 3.0 ecosystem. 
“The move is intended to 
improve transparency, 
reduce physical interface 
with registration offices,” 
Logesh said. Builders, 
developers and applicants 
can create a login on the 
Registration Department 
portal and submit docu-
ments without visiting a 
sub-registrar office. 

Executants, claimants and 
witnesses have to upload 
Aadhaar details and com-
plete biometric authenti-
cation through fingerprint 
or iris verification.

The department said 
registering officers will 
process applications with-
in 24 hours, either regis-
tering them, returning 
them for correction or 

rejecting them. 
Documents returned 
for rectification can 
be resubmitted with-
in 30 days. 
Registered docu-
ments will carry the 
sub-registrar’s digi-
tal signature and 
remain download-
able through the 
user account for 60 
days. Each page will 
also bear a QR code 
containing registra-
tion details, while a 
dynamic five-colour 
endorsement and 

digital verification mech-
anism are intended to 
guard against forgery. 
The department expects 
the shift to reduce footfall 
at registration offices. 
Tamilselvan estimated 
that online registration 
could cut the crowd by 
about 30 per cent, while 
saving citizens time and 
travel costs.

Rubber prices surge in Tamil Nadu 
CHENNAI: Rubber pric-

es have climbed high after 
15 years, at Rs 275 per kg, 
bringing cheer to farmers 
in Tamil Nadu's 
Kanniyakumari district, 
one of the major rubber-
producing regions in the 
country.

According to a Daily 
Thanthi report, rubber 
prices had last touched a 
peak of Rs 255 per kg in 
2010, before falling below 

Rs 200. The latest 
increase has raised 
hopes among farmers 
that prices will remain 
at the higher level. How 
much rubber is cultivat-
ed in Kanniyakumari?

Kerala and 

Kanniyakumari district 
in Tamil Nadu are among 
the leading rubber-pro-
ducing regions in India. 
Rubber is cultivated 
across around 25,000 hect-
ares in Kanniyakumari 
district.

Madras HC orders 
magistrate inquiry into 
alleged police torture 
death in Madurai

MADURAI: The Madurai 
Bench of the Madras High 
Court on Monday ordered 
a magistrate inquiry into 
a woman's allegation that 
her husband was assault-
ed by police personnel at 
Chinthamani police sta-
tion before his death and 
directed a three-member 
team of senior forensic 
doctors to conduct his 
post-mortem.The court 
also appointed an advo-
cate commissioner to 
inspect whether CCTV 
cameras were installed at 
the police station and 
whether any cameras had 
been removed. The court 
passed the order on a peti-
tion filed by Ayyammal, 
wife of the deceased 
Paramasivam, who 
alleged that police per-
sonnel assaulted her hus-
band at Chinthamani 
police station on July 19 
after the couple went 
there in connection with 
a complaint over a dis-
pute with their neigh-
bours.

Trends opens first store in Guntakal

Guntakal: Reliance 
Retail’s fashion chain 
Trends has opened its first 
store in Guntakal town of 
Anantapur district, offer-
ing apparel and fashion 
accessories at affordable 
prices.Located on Railway 
Station Road in VV Nagar, 

the 12,700 sq. ft. store 
offers a range of women’s, 
men’s and children’s wear 
along with fashion acces-
sories.As part of the inau-
gural offer, customers 
shopping for 3,499 or 
more will receive a free 
gift and a 1,500 coupon.

Margao: Nearly half of Goa’s adult popula-
tion is overweight or obese, while diabetes 
and hypertension have emerged as major 
health concerns, according to the National 
Family Health Survey (NFHS-6) 2023-24. The 
findings point to a growing burden of life-
style-related diseases in the coastal State, 
even as Goa continues to perform strongly on 
several maternal and child health indicators.

The survey, released by the Union Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare, found that 43.6 
per cent of men and 45.1 per cent of women in 
Goa have a Body Mass Index (BMI) of 25 kg/
m² or above, placing them in the overweight 
or obese category. The figures are consider-
ably higher than the national averages of 27.3 
per cent among men and 30.7 per cent among 
women.

The latest data also show a significant 
increase compared with the previous NFHS-5 
survey conducted in 2019-21. At that time, 
32.6 per cent of men and 36.1 per cent of 
women in Goa were classified as overweight 
or obese. The increase highlights the grow-
ing prevalence of obesity and the associated 
risks of cardiovascular diseases, diabetes 
and other non-communicable illnesses.

Diabetes-related indicators have also 
emerged as a serious concern. The survey 
found that 32.1 per cent of men and 27.5 per 
cent of women in Goa either had elevated 
blood sugar levels or were taking medication 
to control diabetes. These proportions are 
substantially higher than the national aver-
ages of 20.9 per cent among men and 17.8 per 
cent among women.

Goa recorded the highest prevalence of 
elevated blood sugar among men in the coun-
try, narrowly ahead of Kerala. Compared 
with the previous survey, the proportion of 
men with high blood sugar increased by 
around eight percentage points.

Can quitting 
sugar sharpen 
your jawline? 
Here’s what 
doctors say
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Last week, Venkata
Vasamsetty, a long-term US
green card holder, was
arrested by the
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE), three
months after a judge dis-
missed efforts to remove
her from the country.
Vasamsetty, who's been a
lawful permanent resident
in the US since 2013, hasn't
committed any crime, as is
the case with most victims
of ICE. The agency wants to
remove her because she
stayed in India for a few
months in 2022 to visit her
ailing father, and later con-
tracted Covid. ICE accuses
her of abandoning her per-
manent residency, a charge
she denies. Two weeks ear-
lier, the agency arrested
another US resident,
Pritesh Walia, a jazz musi-
cian. He has now been
released on bond.
Vasamsetty is also hoping
to be freed on bond. But this
is not the end of their trou-
bles. The threat of deporta-
tion remains. Vasamsetty
and Walia are among the
growing number of Indians
affected by ICE's opera-
tions, part of US President
Donald Trump's immigra-
tion crackdown. The US
has deported more than
4,800 Indian nationals since
Trump took office. As many
as 1,273 have been deported
already in the first half of
this year, and 3,567 were
sent back last year, accord-
ing to the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA).
Last year's figures were the
highest in 16 years, but this
year's total could be even
more. Nationally, ICE
arrested 51,000 people in
July, a new monthly
record. Trump has set a

record of 2,000 arrests a day.
According to Markwayne
Mullin, Secretary of US
Homeland Security, ICE
made an average of 4,200
arrests in the first week of
August. So, many more
Indians could be arrested
and deported in the rest of
this year. Indians Are The
Most Targeted Group
Although the largest num-
ber of arrests and deporta-
tions by the US involve
nationals of Latin
American and Caribbean
countries, Indians now top
such lists among Asians,
according to Stop AAPI
Hate, an American NGO
that tracks and analyses
data on Asian and Pacific
Island nations and cam-
paigns against ICE.
Between January 2025 and
March 2026, almost 28% of
the 14,402 Asians arrested
were Indians. During the
same period, 6,218 Asians
were deported; Indians
again occupied the top spot,
with a 28% share of
removals. Stop AAPI Hate
told this author that in
their analysis of the latest
data, which they have not

yet released, they found
that "Indian people remain
the most targeted by ICE,
with the highest number of
arrests, detentions, and
deportations out of all
A/PIs (Asian and Pacific
Islanders)". Indians are the
third-largest foreign-born
group in the United States,
after Mexicans and
Chinese, and there have
been numerous cases of
immigration and ID fraud
involving them. Earlier
this month, US authorities
filed a case to revoke the
American citizenship of
India-born Harinder Singh
after it was found that he
had used a false identity
and concealed his earlier
immigration history.
However, the growing tar-
geting of Indians by US
immigration officials is not
due to a surge in such cases.
"A broader trend we also
see is that the growth of the
Indian population in the
US, as well as the growing
prominence of Indian lead-
ers in politics, business,
etc., has spurred a hateful
backlash that is being fur-
ther fuelled by bigoted poli-

cies and rhetoric under the
Trump administration,"
says Stop AAPI Hate. How
ICE Became Trump's Most
Feared Arm ICE was
formed as part of the US
Homeland Security Act of
2002, a response to the 9/11
attacks in 2001. But the
agency has never been as
controversial as it has been
since Trump began his sec-
ond term as president 18
months ago. Mass deporta-
tion was Trump's main
election promise, and his
administration has granted
ICE unprecedented powers
and near-impunity to carry
out immigration crack-
downs and deportations.
ICE agents can stop, detain,
and arrest people they sus-
pect of being in the US ille-
gally, which is a civil
offence. But since last year,
they have frequently been
accused of overstepping
their powers and acting as
if they were pursuing hard-
ened criminals. ICE officers
have kidnapped people,
broken into cars to arrest
suspects, and deported peo-
ple even in violation of
court orders.

4,800 Indians Removed, 51,000 ICE Arrests:
What's Happening In Trump's America?

Soon after the Mecca pact
between Saudi Arabia,
Pakistan, and Turkey was
signed, Turkish media Yeni
Safak published a piece about
the prospects of Bangladesh
joining the pact. Without a
byline, the article took full
cognisance of India's discom-
fort at such a proposition but
insisted that it would move
Bangladesh "beyond bilateral
asymmetry (with India)",
which would signal a
"mature, independent, for-
eign policy". "Pakistan and
Turkiye would welcome this
as a natural expansion of
Islamic defence cooperation,
while India would recali-
brate its traditional approach
to its eastern neighbour". The
Bangladesh Angle Now,
while not too much should be
read into a media piece, Yeni
Safak is not just another
Turkish publication. It is an
Islamist one, and close to the
current ruling dispensation
in Turkey. One of its most
defining features in recent
times has been its over-
whelming focus on India,
highlighting some of the
most insignificant events in
the country that give Turkey
the opportunity to ridicule it.
Suffice it to say that in this
pursuit, it does not spare
India's leadership. Since 2024,
the publication has become
one of the most ardent sup-
porters of Bangladesh's engi-
neered uprising and is viru-
lently anti-Hasina, only a log-
ical extension of its anti-India
stance. Given this back-
ground, Yeni Safak's article
cannot be entirely dismissed
as absurd. In fact, it is quite
plausible that Turkey may
try to get Bangladesh to join
the pact, as its leaders have
said that the deal is open to

other interested countries.
Turkey is also trying hard to
develop defence relations
with Bangladesh, along the
lines of its defence ties with
Pakistan. And this is where
India should be wary. The
Mecca defence deal will be an
enabler for Turkey, which is
becoming an increasingly big
security challenge for India.
India Need Not Worry About
The Saudis The pact itself
need not worry India much.
The greatest cohesive ele-
ment in it, Saudi Arabia, has
over the years developed
close relations with India,
which it is not about to erode,
especially now. Bilateral
relations between the two
nations stand on their own
merit. With the Saudis
preparing for a post-oil econ-
omy and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman's
ambitious domestic projects,
the Kingdom needs India.
The Saudis have also com-
mitted to investing USD 100
billion in the country. At
least 40 Indian companies
have established headquar-
ters in Saudi Arabia. Besides,
India is one of the major
Saudi energy importers,
something that matters more
than ever, what with the Iran
conflict and now its Houthi

surrogates tightening their
chokehold on the main ship-
ping arteries for Saudi
exports. Bilateral relations
between India and Saudi
Arabia even involve defence,
with both sides regularly
conducting joint military
exercises. The Saudis would
not want to jeopardise this
crucial relationship - certain-
ly not for Pakistan. In fact,
last September, soon after the
Saudi-Pakistan Mutual
Defence Agreement was
signed, a senior Saudi official
told Reuters that the agree-
ment was "a culmination of
years of discussions". He
said, 
"This is not a response to spe-
cific countries or specific
events ... Our relationship
with India is more robust
than it has ever been. We will
continue to grow this rela-
tionship and seek to con-
tribute to regional peace in
whichever way we can." The
Saudis did not invoke any
NATO-type obligation when
Pakistan began a border con-
flict with Afghanistan soon
after the pact was signed, nor
did Pakistan enter a combat
role when Iran launched
attacks on Saudi territory
and vital infrastructure in
the current Middle East con-

flict. There is also no hint of
either Pakistan or Turkey
starting any joint military
intervention against the
Houthis, who launched auda-
cious attacks on Saudi
Arabia. In fact, clarity seems
to be lacking in exactly what
would constitute "an attack"
on one party to merit others
joining in defensive roles.
This much, then, can, there-
fore, be considered more pos-
turing than resolve.
However, defence coopera-
tion in bankrolling defence
innovation, R&D, and pro-
duction, is a given. At least
Turkey will make sure it is,
because this is where it has
an upper hand. Turkey Has
The Biggest Win Turkey's
military industrial complex
is a formidable one and has
been supported by Europe for
decades now. The country's
defence doctrine is anchored
in pursuing a policy that will
help it achieve autonomy in
defence requirements and,
subsequently, become a glob-
al defence exporter. But the
Turkish economy is strug-
gling, with inflation, price
rise, and a plummeting lira.
The Mecca pact is, therefore,
a lifeline for Turkey in more
ways than one. First, it opens
up avenues for increasing the
export of Turkish-manufac-
tured weaponry to both
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan,
ensuring cash inflows to its
economy. Second, it will open
up access to Saudi resources
and investments for Turkish
defence manufacturing and
critical infrastructure. This
will shape a new alternative
to Western aid, primarily US
arms supplies. In this con-
text, the development of TAI
KAAN fighter jets is of partic-
ular significance.

Madagascar saw a crowd of disillusioned citizens grow
throughout the months of September and October 2025. The
anger over electricity and water shortages widened into
accusations of corruption, poor governance, poverty and
failing public services. After weeks of protests, president
Andry Rajoelina fled the country. On October 17, Colonel
Michael Randrianirina swore in as the head of state.
The entire magnitude of the protest was reduced to “a Gen
Z uprising”. A convenient enough label to print, broadcast
and turn into a headline. And, the same narrative has
started taking root in India.
The recent NEET examination leak and the wider failures
within the education system brought people to Jantar
Mantar in New Delhi. The immediate demand was
accountability over examination irregularities and the res-
ignation of Union education minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. After 35 days of an indefinite protest, Pradhan
resigned, and the protest acquired a new identity: “Gen Z”.

FROM DEMOGRAPHIC TO POLITICAL IDENTITY
People began showering praises and criticism on the gener-
ation for successfully demanding a response from a very
mute government. Ministers, academics, singers, actors,
sports personalities and every section of society that had
maintained strict silence over 12 years had mustered up a
social media post. An entire generation was treated as the
long-awaited saviour for the masses and a threat to those
in power. The successes and the pitfalls of the protest were
thrust upon a made-up label. The right and the left started
analysing the generation. Articles and videos began pour-
ing in. Experts were called in to opine. And, somewhere
along the way, the cause that brought people to the streets
was pushed to the margins and the spectacle of the protest
took centre stage. It is a curious transformation. The
demand for accountability reduced simply to be an outcry
of a demographic. Protesters tried to cast the politicians’
attention towards the education system, but the politicians
diverted their attention towards decoding Gen Z. The par-
liamentarians have already long been performing in the
assembly for a viral 15-second Instagram reel, but after 20
July, even the prime minister became an overnight influ-
encer. A few words have been recognised as “Gen Z lingo”
and the ministers have started using them in parliamen-
tary proceedings. Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MP
Bansuri Swaraj saying, “Modi ji clocked it”, Congress MP
Deepender Singh Hooda saying, “Vastegunahuiyan” and
“kuchhu-puchhu”, or Shiv Sena MP Shrikant Shinde say-
ing “MIA”, “FOMO” and “delulu”, all feel like desperate
attempts at youth outreach. Words that already do not pos-
sess much meaning are being recorded in government
databases, and used during discussions about paper leaks,
that took the lives of many. A protest about education
became a conversation about Instagram reels, slang, moral-
ity, clothes and the supposedly mysterious habits of Gen Z.
Was the joke new? The role of humour in a protest has
been accredited to Gen Z, and the temptation to label it as
such stems from forgetting how old the laughter of resist-
ance is. Humour never belonged to one generation.
Whenever power has demanded to be taken seriously, peo-
ple have mocked it. Satire as a form of resistance has been
utilised for centuries. 

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh and
Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, a
renowned researcher and lit-
erary couple from Barwa,
have been tirelessly study-
ing, documenting, and docu-
menting the village's cultural
heritage for the past two
decades. They have attempt-
ed to connect Barwa's old
mansions, murals, ponds,
wells, and architectural
remains with local memories
and oral history. Their arti-
cles on the mansions have
been used as references by
several PhD researchers.
Their aim has been not only
to describe these historical
structures but also to under-
stand Barwa's social, cultur-
al, and economic history
through them. Their writing
and documentation have con-
tributed to elevating Barwa's
heritage from local discourse
to a broader literary, cultur-
al, and research focus.) The
village of Barwa in southwest
Haryana transcends a simple
rural settlement, becoming a
living heritage site with its
havelis, murals, ponds, and
folk memories. Its architec-
tural tradition reflects layers
of folk art, social history,
Rajasthani influences, and
rural prosperity, giving it a
unique place on Haryana's
cultural map.
Barwa village, nestled in the
dry, scorching land of south-
west Haryana, is not just a
rural settlement but a living
document of memories,
architecture, folk art and
social history, preserved
even today by its mansions,
ponds, wells, umbrellas and
murals. Located in the
Siwani area of Bhiwani dis-
trict, this village, with its his-
torical buildings and painted
walls, can be counted among
those rare heritage settle-
ments where the buildings
are not just structures of
brick and stone but become
silent witnesses telling the
story of time.
Barwa's most prominent
landmark is its old mansions.
Nearly a dozen historic man-
sions are considered particu-
larly noteworthy, though

local estimates suggest even
higher numbers. The man-
sions associated with Seth
Parshuram, Seth
Hukumchand, Lala Sohanlal,
and Seth Lakshmichand hold
particular architectural and
mural significance. These
buildings showcase the use of
lakhori bricks, lime, wood,
heavy and sturdy doors,
carved windows, interior
courtyards, and chhatris.
Their architectural language
reflects the shared cultural
traditions of Haryana and
Rajasthan.
The Thakur's Garhi, also
known as Bransa Bhawan, is
considered a key center of
Barwa's historical identity.
According to local tradition,
the ancestors of Thakur Bagh
Singh, belonging to the
Tanwar Rajput clan, migrat-
ed from the Jeetpura region
of Rajputana approximately
six centuries ago and estab-
lished their social roots in the
region. Local accounts place
the construction of the cur-

rent Garhi around 1938.
According to a popular local
legend, construction was ini-
tiated during a period of rain-
fall shortage and agricultural
crisis, providing employment
to the villagers. In this sense,
the Garhi may have been not
only a symbol of power, pros-
perity, and social prestige,
but also a structure integral
to the local economy of the
time.
The fort's massive main gate,
sturdy iron plates, wooden
structures, large living quar-
ters, storage spaces, and ele-
phant stables reflect its
grandeur. Despite the rav-
ages of time, its structure still
offers glimpses of Barwa's
past architectural prowess
and feudal lifestyle.
The true uniqueness of these
mansions is reflected in the
murals adorning their walls
and ceilings. These paintings
depict the Radha-Krishna
Rasleela, Vishnu-Lakshmi,
Sherawali Mata, kings and
queens, horsemen, elephants,

chariots, soldiers, animals,
birds, and numerous scenes
from folk life. Some exhibit
Shekhawati-style decoration,
others Rajasthani and Kota
influences, while others
reflect Mughal and
Nathdwara traditions. The
blend of these styles points to
the cultural exchange that
occurred within the region.
The paintings in Seth
Parashuram's mansion are
particularly noteworthy.
According to local accounts,
artisans were brought from
Pilani to decorate it. Along
with religious narratives,
scenes depicting kings and
queens, chariot processions,
music, animals, birds, and
social life are also found here.
The red, yellow, blue, and
green colors used in these
paintings reveal the color
sensibility and aesthetic
sense of the artists of the
time. These paintings are not
merely decorative elements,
but visual documents of the
religious consciousness,

social structure, and cultural
imagination of that era. The
depiction of an elephant, a
king, and a queen at the main
entrance of Seth
H u k u m c h a n d - L a l a
Sohanlal's mansion is a par-
ticular attraction. 

The elephant is depict-
ed in a decorated state, and
scenes from royal life are
engraved on it. Paintings
depicting Vishnu-Lakshmi,
Sherawali Mata, and Radha-
Krishna are also found in the
mansion. These paintings
reflect influences of
Rajasthani, Mughal, and
Kota styles.
Lakshmichand's paintings at
Kathare are also significant
for their breadth of subject
matter. They depict scenes of
chariot processions, maids,
horsemen, and gods and god-
desses. One depicts Lord
Krishna braiding Radha's
hair. This scene connects
religious narratives with
human empathy, love, and
folk beauty. The paintings

display a blend of Rajasthani
and Mughal influences in the
depiction of clothing, jewelry,
crowns, and vehicles.
An important aspect of
Barwa's pictorial language is
its time-sensitivity. Not only
are gods and goddesses and
mythological events depict-
ed, but scenes from the
British era, including trains,
postmen, soldiers, and the
British era, also appear on
the walls. The train's depic-
tion includes the engine,
coaches, passengers, and
even a signalman. This sug-
gests that local artists were
also documenting the chang-
ing technology and social
order around them through
their paintings. Thus,
Barwa's mural tradition also
documents the dialogue
between tradition and moder-
nity.
Kesar Talab is an important
center of Barwa's cultural
heritage. According to local
folklore, social circum-
stances surrounding Seth
Parshuram's sister Kesar
inspired the pond to be paved
and made available for public
use. Over time, the pond
became more than just a
water source, but also a part
of local memory and commu-
nity life. The umbrellas and
painted structures surround-
ing the pond clearly illustrate
the connection between
water culture and folk life.
The paintings depicting
Radha-Krishna's Raasleela,
musical instruments, pea-
cocks, parrots, and other
birds reflect the rich tradi-
tion of folk art.
Barwa's cultural identity has
also been linked to Haryanvi
folk cinema. According to
available accounts, some
scenes from the famous
Haryanvi films
"Chandrawal" and "Bairi"
were filmed in the village's
ponds, wells, and traditional
surroundings. This reveals
the visual uniqueness of
Barwa's architecture and
rural surroundings. Cinema
also indirectly played a role
in bringing this heritage to
wider recognition.

Havelis of Barwa: Living testimony to
history, art and cultural heritage

editorial
GEN Z IS NOT A

MOVEMENT

Why A 'Bangladesh' Proposal By
Turkish Media Should Worry India



5CHENNAI
TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2026      

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Business

Paytm shares will be in
focus on Tuesday as
Resilient Asset
Management is set to sell
a stake of up to 5% in
One97 Communications,
the parent company of
Paytm, through block
deals, according to
sources. The proposed
stake sale is expected to
be worth up to Rs 4,900
crore, with the transac-
tion set to take place on
Tuesday. The floor price
for the block deal has
been fixed at Rs 1,535 per
share, representing a 3%
discount to Paytm's cur-
rent market price. The
base deal size comprises
around 19.2 million
shares, while an addition-
al 12.4 million shares
could be sold through a
greenshoe option. The
overall transaction could
therefore cover up to 5%
of Paytm's equity.
Goldman Sachs is acting
as the banker for the
transaction. The pro-
posed sale comes after a
strong run in Paytm
shares, with investors

closely watching the com-
pany's shareholder struc-
ture and potential
changes in promoter-
linked holdings. Resilient
Asset Management held a
10.2% stake in Paytm as of
the quarter ended June,
according to the share-
holding data. Resilient
had acquired a 10.2%
stake in Paytm from
Antfin in 2023 against
optionally convertible
debentures, or OCDs. The
proposed transaction
could significantly reduce
Resilient's holding if the

full 5% stake is sold.
Paytm Q1 Results The
parent company of Paytm
reported a 8.1% jump in
its consolidated revenue
for the first quarter of fis-
cal 2026-27 to Rs 2,448
crore sequentially, com-
pared to Rs 2,264 crore,
according to an exchange
filing. The firm's net prof-
it saw a 20% increase to
Rs 220 quarter-on-quarter
from Rs 184 crore. Its
earnings before interest,
taxes, depreciation and
amortisation (Ebitda)
increased by 54% to Rs

203, compared to the pre-
vious quarter's Rs 132
crore. The Ebitda margin
expaned to 8.3% from
5.8% in the quarter prior.
The company has clocked
a profit for the fifth
straight quarter. Paytm
Share Price Today Paytm
shares closed 1.42%
lower at Rs 1,580.20 per
share on Monday. The
shares have fallen 0.25%
in one week but rose
17.23% in one month. The
shares were up 22.33%
year-to-date and 37.25%
in the last one year.

Andhra Pradesh, August
17th: As India celebrated its
80th Independence Day,
Vedanta Power Limited,
India’s fifth-largest private
thermal power producer,
reaffirmed its commitment to
strengthening the nation’s
energy security by delivering
reliable power, securing
domestic fuel supplies and
investing in long-term capaci-
ty expansion. With a total
power generation capacity of
4.78 GW, including 4.18 GW
operational capacity and 0.6
GW under commissioning,
Vedanta Power has estab-
lished a significant presence
across Punjab, Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha and
Chhattisgarh. Around 74% of
the company’s capacity is
backed by long- and medium-
term Power Purchase
Agreements (PPAs), while
approximately 85% of its
operational capacity has
domestic coal linkages, pro-
viding greater fuel security
and stability of operations.
Fuel security remains a key
pillar of Vedanta Power’s
approach to reliable genera-
tion. Approximately 85% of
its operational portfolio is
backed by long-term domes-
tic coal linkages through Coal
India subsidiaries, including
Mahanadi Coalfields Limited
(MCL), South Eastern
Coalfields Limited (SECL)
and Northern Coalfields
Limited (NCL). This includes

100% linkage coal from SECL
and NCL for the Vedanta
Power Talwandi Sabo
Thermal Plant in Punjab and
100% linkage coal from MCL
for the Vedanta Power
Jharsuguda Thermal Plant in
Odisha. Vedanta Power is
also strengthening fuel flexi-
bility across its portfolio. At
Meenakshi Energy Limited
in Andhra Pradesh, the com-
pany is transitioning the
plant from its original
imported-coal-based fuel mix
towards domestic coal. This
transition is aimed at enhanc-
ing fuel security and reduc-
ing exposure to global fuel
market volatility.

Commenting on the occasion,
Rajinder Singh Ahuja,
Whole-Time Director and
CEO, Vedanta Power
Limited, said, “Energy secu-
rity is fundamental to the
country’s economic inde-
pendence and its aspirations
for a developed India. At
Vedanta Power, we are com-
mitted to playing our part by
ensuring reliable and secure
power, strengthening domes-
tic fuel linkages and expand-
ing our generation capacity.
As India’s power require-
ments continue to grow, we
believe dependable thermal
power will remain an impor-
tant part of the energy mix,

alongside emerging clean
energy technologies. Our
focus is to build a resilient
and diversified power portfo-
lio that can support India’s
growth ambitions for decades
to come and contribute
towards  Viksit Bharat by
2047.” K Binu Raphael,
Acting CEO, Meenakshi
Energy Limited, said
“Independence is also about
building greater resilience
and reducing dependence on
external resources. At
Meenakshi Energy Limited ,
our transition towards
greater use of domestic coal
reflects this larger national
objective. 

Vedanta Power Reaffirms Commitment to
India’s Energy Security on Independence Day

Airtel Payments Bank on
Monday announced a lead-
ership transition, with
Shabnam Sinha, who
brings more than three
decades of experience
across development finance
and financial services,
including a stint with the
World Bank, set to succeed
Sunil Bharti Mittal as
chairperson from Oct. 1,
2026, subject to Reserve
Bank of India approval.
Mittal will step down as
non-executive chairman
and leave the bank's board
effective Sept. 30, bringing
an end to his tenure that
began in April 2016. Sinha,
currently an independent
director on the bank's
board, will serve as chair-
person for a three-year
term. During Mittal's
tenure, Airtel Payments
Bank expanded its presence
across consumer and enter-
prise banking and emerged

as India's largest payments
bank by revenue, according
to the company. The bank
now has more than 121 mil-
lion monthly active users
and nearly 30 million bank
account customers. Its
banking network spans
more than 500,000 banking
points across the country,
reaching three out of four
villages, the company said.
Airtel Payments Bank has
also positioned itself as
India's second-largest
mobile bank and UPI
Autopay player. Sinha cur-
rently chairs the board's
Special Committee for
Monitoring Frauds and is
a member of its Risk
Management and IT
Committees. She brings
more than three decades of
experience across develop-
ment finance, financial
services, public policy and
institutional transforma-
tion. 

Airtel Payments Bank
Announces Board

Transition; Shabnam Sinha
To Succeed Sunil Mittal

Reliance Jio has reintro-
duced its Rs 299 Prime
membership plan, days
after Bharti Airtel discon-
tinued its popular Rs 299
prepaid offering and raised
the entry price of its unlim-
ited plans to Rs 349. Jio said
the Rs 299 Prime member-
ship will remain available
to existing prepaid and
postpaid customers, with
the price guaranteed until
Sept. 5, 2027. The member-
ship will also provide sub-
scribers with dedicated pri-
ority customer support.
The move comes as telecom
operators continue to ratio-
nalise their prepaid portfo-
lios and seek to improve
average revenue per user
(ARPU). Airtel's decision to
withdraw its Rs 299 base
plan, which offered 1GB of
daily data for 28 days, effec-
tively lifted the entry-level
unlimited plan price by
16.7% to Rs 349. The new
plan also offers 1.5GB of

data per day. Analysts at
Centrum Broking
described Airtel's latest
changes as one of its
biggest single-day prepaid
portfolio cleanups in recent
years, calling it part of a
broader tariff rationalisa-
tion exercise. Several less-
popular plans across 56-day
and 90-day validity periods
were also discontinued.
Jio's decision to retain the
Rs 299 price point could
help it position the mem-
bership as a value proposi-
tion as the industry moves
toward higher tariffs. 
The company's move also
comes against the back-
drop of stronger sub-
scriber monetisation
across the sector. Notably,
Airtel had reported an
11.5% sequential rise in
consolidated net profit to
Rs 8,167 crore for the June
quarter, while revenue
from operations increased
5.7% to Rs 58,539 crore. 

Jio Reintroduces Rs 299
Prime Membership Plan

After Airtel Rejig

Ferrari's first ever electric
car has fetched $40m
(£29.5m) in a charity sale,
setting a record for a new
vehicle sold at auction. The
sale of the Ferrari Luce -
brainchild of the British
iPhone designer Sir Jony
Ive - raised more than 35
times the usual price of the
car at the event at RM
Sotheby's in California. The
Luce faced a backlash when
it was launched in May.
Some commentators said it
strayed from the marque's
traditional designs and lost
part of the brand's identity
by being battery-powered
and having five seats.
Sotheby's said all proceeds
of the sale will be donated to
the Ferrari Foundation's
educational programmes.

Sotheby's did not name the
buyer of the custom Luce
which features a unique fin-
ish and bespoke parts. The
BBC has contacted the auc-
tion house and Ferrari for
comment. The unveiling of
the Luce was seen as one of
the biggest launches of a
new car in recent years. It
marked the prancing horse's
first entry into the electric
vehicle (EV) market - a sec-
tor dominated by Elon
Musk's Tesla and China's
carmakers. Italian
President Sergio Mattarella
and Pope Leo were invited
to view the luxury brand's
new vehicle. But Ferrari's
share price dropped the day
after the Luce's launch, fol-
lowing backlash over the
car. Among those criticising

the car were Italy's deputy
prime minister Matteo
Salvini and former Ferrari
chairman Luca Cordero di
Montezemolo, who said the
car was "risking the destruc-
tion of a legend". Ferrari's
chief design officer Flavio
Manzoni said in an inter-
view in May that critics are
part of the innovation
process and that he believed
people would come to appre-
ciate the Luce. The company
has not disclosed its target
for Luce sales but, according
to a Financial Times report,
it has hit this year's goal
thanks to strong demand
from China. Sotheby's said
in a statement that the auc-
tioned vehicle marked an
"unbeatable opportunity" to
own the first production car

of the Luce. The car has spe-
cial wheels, customised
brakes and a white finish.
The charity sale marks a
"tangible expression of inno-
vation, responsibility, and
long-term vision for future
generations," Sotheby's said.
Ferraris often attract some
of the highest prices at car
auctions. A bespoke Ferrari
Daytona SP3 supercar
raised $26m for the carmak-
er's education initiatives at
an auction in 2025. At the
time it set an auction record
for the highest-price paid
for a new car. The current
record for the highest price
paid at auction was an
ultra-rare 1955 Mercedes-
Benz 300 SLR Uhlenhaut
Coupé, which was sold for
$142m in 2022.

FERRARI'S FIRST EVER ELECTRIC
CAR SOLD FOR RECORD $40M

US chip stocks extended
their rally on Monday, help-
ing keep the tech-heavy
Nasdaq in positive territory
as fresh optimism around
the artificial intelligence
boom renewed investor
appetite for semiconductor
shares. SanDisk Corp shares
rose 6% to $1,745.66, while
Micron Technology gained
3.99% to $1,010.48. SK Hynix
shares climbed 3.76% to
$172.59. Nvidia also traded
higher, rising 0.32% to
$225.88. The gains in semi-
conductor stocks helped
prop up the Nasdaq as
investors continued to focus
on the strength of AI-related
demand and the rapid
growth of companies devel-
oping and deploying AI tech-
nologies. The latest leg of the
chip rally came after
Bloomberg News reported
that Anthropic's second-
quarter revenue had crossed
$11.5 billion, marking a mas-
sive jump from a year earli-

er. The strong revenue per-
formance added to optimism
that spending on AI infra-
structure remains robust,
benefiting companies across
the semiconductor supply
chain. Micron was among
the major beneficiaries, with
its shares rising more than
3%. Broadcom and Nvidia
also moved higher as

investors continued to
favour companies positioned
to benefit from sustained AI
investment. The latest moves
extend a broader rebound in
technology stocks, with chip-
makers emerging as key ben-
eficiaries of renewed confi-
dence in the AI trade.
Memory-chip companies
such as SanDisk, Micron and

SK Hynix have attracted par-
ticular attention as demand
for high-performance memo-
ry continues to rise alongside
AI computing requirements.
For investors, the latest rally
reflects expectations that the
AI investment cycle can con-
tinue to support semiconduc-
tor demand, even after con-
cerns earlier this year that

valuations and positioning in
technology stocks had run
too far. With AI companies
reporting rapid revenue
growth and hyperscalers
continuing to invest heavily
in computing infrastructure,
semiconductor stocks
remain closely tied to the out-
look for the broader AI
ecosystem.

SanDisk, Micron, SK Hynix Rally Up To
7% On Fresh AI Trade Optimism

Mumbai: Benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty
drifted lower in early
trade on Monday, August
17, amid rising crude oil
prices and persistent
geopolitical tensions in
West Asia. The 30-share
BSE Sensex declined
284.85 points to 77,717.05
during initial trading. The
50-share NSE Nifty dipped
69.25 points to 24,297.05.
From the Sensex pack,
Infosys, Tata Consultancy
Services, HCL Tech, Tech
Mahindra, Hindustan
Unilever and State Bank of
India were the biggest lag-
gards. Bharat Electronics
and Titan were the only
winners. Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark,
traded 0.43 per cent higher
at USD 88.86 per barrel.
“Crude oil remains the
principal concern, with
Brent holding near USD 88
a barrel after renewed US
warnings against Iran
pushed prices higher on
Friday, keeping the geopo-
litical risk premium firm-
ly embedded in energy

markets,” Hariselvan
Radhakrishnan, Founder
& CEO of HST Wealth, a
research analyst firm,
said. In Asian markets,
Japan’s Nikkei 225,
Shanghai’s SSE Composite
index and Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng index traded
higher. 
US markets ended lower
on Friday. “Indian equity
markets are expected to
remain range-bound with
a cautious bias as persist-
ent geopolitical tensions
in the Middle East contin-
ue to restrain risk

appetite,” Ponmudi R,
CEO of Enrich Money, an
online trading and wealth-
tech firm, said. Foreign
Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities
worth Rs 508.12 crore on
Friday, according to
exchange data. On Friday,
the Sensex was down 70.71
points, or 0.09 per cent, to
settle at 78,009.25. The
Nifty dipped 29.85 points,
or 0.12 per cent, to end at
24,366. The 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 284.85
points to 77,717.05 during
initial trading.

Stock markets decline in early
trade amid rising crude oil prices

Resilient Asset Management To Sell Up To
Rs 4,900-Crore Stake; Floor Price Fixed
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Security forces in Zambia
have seized weapons and
arrested 11 people, including
senior opposition figures,
allegedly involved in an
insurrection plot, the govern-
ment has said. The leading
opposition candidate in last
Thursday's presidential elec-
tion, Brian Mundubile, was
also found at the scene of the
raid in the capital, Lusaka,
according to the country's top
civil servant Patrick Kangwa.
In an interview with the BBC,
Mundubile dismissed the
accusations as "total fabrica-
tions", alleging security
forces staged an assassina-
tion attempt on his life during
a raid at his home on Friday.
With results from more than
half of the constituencies
announced, he is trailing
incumbent Hakainde
Hichilema. Hichilema, who is
running for a second five-
year term, has 62% of the
votes. Mundubile, one of 13
challengers, has 36%. But the
55-year-old opposition leader
had earlier claimed victory
and alleged, without sharing
the evidence, that there had
been voting irregularities.

Giving details about the raid,
Kangwa said the individuals
arrested were connected to
"military plans involving for-
eign nationals and illegal mil-
itary training camps". He
added that they posed "a seri-
ous threat to state security"
and held "high-grade military
weapons", ammunition and
other materials intended for
use in an armed insurrection.
He alleged that shots were
fired at law enforcement offi-
cers leading to an exchange of
fire. Mundubile however told
the BBC that there was no
militia at his home. "It's
unfortunate that senior gov-
ernment officials would pres-
ent themselves before the
entire nation to make such

falsehoods," he told BBC
Focus on Africa. According to
Kangwa, among those arrest-
ed were Patrick Mwansa, the
husband of Tasila Lungu, the
daughter of former Zambian
President Edgar Lungu, and
other politicians. The sus-
pects are being held in cus-
tody at various police stations
in Lusaka. Mundubile
described the raid to the BBC
saying armed personnel
knocked down the gate with
an armoured vehicle, broke
doors and windows and
opened fire. "They were basi-
cally shooting indiscrimi-
nately. They directed two
shots towards me. Like I've
always said, it was just by
God's grace that I survived.

"So they came in to kill us," he
said. Mundubile said former
minister Mutotwe Kafwaya
was shot while he and his
wife were present. He said
Kafwaya, whose where-
abouts remain unknown, was
bleeding and he urged the
officers to take him to hospi-
tal. Mundubile said his fami-
ly remains traumatised. "My
children saw their uncle…
bleeding profusely and being
dragged like an animal… 80
soldiers coming into the
house, shooting indiscrimi-
nately and breaking doors
and windows down is not an
experience anybody would
want to go through." He said
he and his family had not
returned home since Friday
and felt unsafe. On the day fol-
lowing the election, he main-
tained that his campaign's
parallel vote tabulation
showed him in the lead and
repeated allegations of irregu-
larities, without providing
detailed evidence The author-
ities denied the claims of vote
rigging and in preliminary
statements observers
described election day as
largely peaceful and orderly. 

Top Zambian opposition figures arrested
days after presidential vote

The Ebola outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of
Congo is now the deadliest in
its history, according to pub-
lic health officials. A total of
2,325 people have been killed
by the virus since it was
declared on 15 May, surpass-
ing the death toll of the coun-
try's 2018-2020 outbreak. The
outbreak was already the
fastest growing on record, UN
humanitarian chief Tom
Fletcher said last week, warn-
ing that "the epidemic is
killing someone every 30 min-
utes". There is currently no
approved vaccine available
for the Bundibugyo species
that has caused the current
epidemic but several are in
development, including one
based on technology used to
develop the AstraZeneca
Covid-19 vaccine. DR Congo's
Institute of Public Health on

Sunday said it had recorded
4,945 confirmed cases, includ-
ing 101 in the previous 24
hours. Comparatively few
cases have been identified
outside the country: as of 12
August, 20 cases were con-
firmed in neighbouring
Uganda, while two people
were treated in Germany and
one case was declared in
France. However, the pace of
the virus's transmission in

DR Congo, where it has
spread to six of 26 provinces,
has been described as "excep-
tional" by the World Health
Organization. According to
Reuters, it took close to five
months for the world's dead-
liest outbreak of 2014-2016 in
West Africa to reach 1,000
fatalities. The current out-
break reached 2,000 deaths in
three months, though
researchers say it may have

been spreading undetected
since February. The outbreak
is the 17th to have emerged in
DR Congo since Ebola was
discovered 50 years ago. Years
of conflict and a highly mobile
population have added to the
country's challenges in con-
trolling the spread of the dis-
ease. The WHO has said it
hopes to reverse the spread of
the disease within three
months but warned that this
meant bringing transmission
under control and not ending
the outbreak entirely. Ebola is
a rare but deadly viral disease
and the Bundibugyo species
is even rarer, with only two
known prior outbreaks.
Symptoms of Ebola, which
are similar to the flu or malar-
ia, include fever, headache
and tiredness, and can begin
suddenly within two to 21
days of infection. 

Ebola outbreak in DR Congo becomes
deadliest in its history

Two people died and and
hundreds were evacuated
after two fires broke out
"almost simultaneously"
on a Greek island near
Athens on Sunday after-
noon, officials said. About
200 firefighters were
deployed to keep the twin
fires from converging on
the island of Salamina,
which was under a high
wildfire risk on Sunday.
The first blaze was report-
ed at 14:40 local time (11:40
GMT) near the island's
south coast and spread rap-
idly due to high winds, fol-
lowed by a separate fire
some 20 minutes later in
the east. Their cause is not
yet known. One of the fires
had been brought under
control and evacuations
completed by Sunday
evening, Greek media
report, with 500 people hav-
ing left the island by sea.
The first blaze broke out in
a forested residential area
in Peristeria, a southern
city on the island, fire offi-
cial Vasilios
Vathrakoyannis said in a
statement. Firefighters
attending the blaze found
two bodies at the scene, he
said. The city's mayor told
Greek media they were
believed to have been a cou-
ple. Officials continued to
battle scattered blazes
there late on Sunday, while
the second fire which
began in the eastern town
of Selinia was said to have
"no active front". Two coast
guard vessels and a fire
department vessel will
remain in the area for sur-
veillance and assistance. At
least 10 other people suf-
fered burns or showed
"symptoms of smoke

inhalation", five of whom
had been taken for treat-
ment locally, Greek Health
Minister Adonis
Georgiades said on X. A
number of aircraft and 50
fire engines, assisted by
water tankers and con-
struction machinery, were
deployed to try and tackle
the two fires. Salamina
Deputy Mayor Thodoris
Zannis earlier said this was
to keep the fires from burn-
ing over a mountain on the
island and meeting to form
a single blaze. Five patrol
boats and several other pri-
vate vessels were sent to
the area for assistance.
Salamina sits just west of
Athens and has some 37,000
residents, many of them
elderly. Firefighters across
Europe have been facing a
series of wildfires this
weekend, including officers
in Belgium spending a
third day beating back
flames in the country's
largest nature reserve,
Hautes Fagnes. The wild-
fire - described as the
largest in the country's
recent history - has more
than doubled in size in 24
hours. Meanwhile, at least
one person died and dozens
were injured in a wildfire
that tore through Croatia's
coastline overnight on
Friday. It was described by
Croatia's fire chief Slavko
Tucakovic as "one of the
worst" blazes in the coun-
try's history and saw
around 1,200 residents and
tourists evacuated. The
EU's climate monitoring
service, Copernicus, has
confirmed that western
Europe experienced its
hottest June-to-July period
on record.

It's so bad, it's become a box
office hit. Niu Lai, a low-
budget animation film about
a cow in a dream sequence
has seen a huge jump in tick-
et sales after going viral for
its confusing plot and terrible
graphics. It grossed just 7,705
yuan ($1,140; £843) in the first
10 days after its release, but
has now made more than 11.4
million yuan, according to
movie tracking site Mao Yan.
That means it is holding
ground against Hollywood
blockbusters like The
Odyssey and Spider Man:
Brand New Day. "You may
regret for 80 minutes if you
watch it, but if you don't,
you'll regret it for life," one
popular social media post
about the film said. Other

social media users have
hailed the movie as the anti-
dote to the AI slop that is tak-
ing over social media algo-
rithms. They are sharing
clips praising Niu Lai's
"hand-crafted" method - a ref-
erence to the poor animation
quality - as "proof" that its cre-
ators did not use AI. "That's
some serious craftsman-
ship," a Weibo user wrote.
Another social media user
called it "pure handmade"
and the biggest "dark horse"
of the summer movie season.
Others say they are rooting
for the movie because they
desperately hope for a "bull-
ish" stock market - a refer-
ence to the fact that the words
"bull" and "cow" share the
same character in Chinese. 

Two dead and hundreds
evacuated after twin fires
break out on Greek island

MOVIE THAT WENT VIRAL FOR
TERRIBLE ANIMATION BECOMES

CHINA BOX OFFICE HIT

A meeting between Donald
Trump's Middle East envoy
Jared Kushner and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has ended, the
premier's spokesperson has
told the BBC. Kushner
arrived in Israel on Sunday
night after holding rare
talks with Hamas to discuss
the implementation of the
US-backed Gaza peace plan.
Last week, Israel rejected
Trump's 15-point plan for
peace, which also calls for
Israeli troops to withdraw
and for Gaza to be rebuilt
under a new civilian
Palestinian administration.
The rejection came after the
president's Board of Peace
said it had reached an
agreement for the "com-
plete disarmament" of
Hamas and other armed
groups in Gaza last month.
Trump leads the Board of
Peace, which was created as
an international organisa-
tion originally intended to
bring peace to Gaza, but
later expanded to include
conflicts worldwide.
According to Israeli media
reports, Board of Peace
envoys Nickolay Mladenov
and Tony Blair are also
meeting Netanyahu on
Monday, with the aim of

advancing Trump's plan. In
a phone interview with Fox
News on Monday, Trump is
reported to have said that
Hamas "are giving up their
guns" and that Israel should
not be carrying out strikes
in Gaza. The US outlet did
not elaborate further on his
comments. Many Israelis
remain sceptical that
Hamas is ready to disarm.
The US-led Board of Peace
wants to show that the
peace plan for Gaza can still
move forward - despite
Netanyahu's firm rejection
of a new roadmap. Hamas
has agreed to give up its
weapons in exchange for a
phased Israeli troop with-
drawal. But Israel has
insisted that Hamas must
fully disarm before any
Israeli pullout. It also wants
any weapons that Hamas
gives up to be destroyed,
rather than stored by a
Palestinian technocratic
committee, so that Hamas
cannot reclaim them. In
addition, there is opposi-
tion to Turkey and Qatar
being involved in checks on
whether Hamas is meeting
its requirements under the
deal. Pushing Netanyahu to
change his position will be
an uphill struggle. 

Trump envoy Kushner
meets Netanyahu after

Hamas talks on peace plan

Russia and Ukraine trade more deadly strikes

President Donald Trump
has said the US will "sub-
stantially reduce" joint mili-
tary exercises with South
Korea, citing his "very good
relationship" with North
Korea's leader Kim Jong Un.
He also noted on Truth
Social that South Korea had
recently declined to join the
US in the "denuclearisation"
of Iran. "These exercises are
not only costly, with much
of these costs paid for by the
United States of America (as
usual!), but send a signal
that is totally inappropriate
and hostile," Trump posted.
Seoul said it was reviewing
Trump's comments, adding
it hoped a favourable rela-
tionship between
Washington and Pyongyang
could lead to meaningful
talks. Pyongyang has not yet
commented. Earlier, South
Korea said the drills with

the US would proceed "as
scheduled". It comes after
North Korea this month
conducted ballistic missile
tests banned by the United
Nations. Trump said in his
social media post on Sunday
that it was "too late to can-
cel", as the US and South
Korea were due to start their
annual military exercises
on Monday. He added:
"While somewhat unrelated
(?), I recently asked the

President of South Korea if
they would like to join us in
the Denuclearization of the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
and they said, 'No thanks!'"
Trump's announcement
came less than 24 hours
after he posted an old photo-
graph of himself and Kim
from 2019, writing the two
were great friends "despite
the unfriendly look on this
particular picture". In its
statement, South Korea's

presidential Blue House
said it would continue diplo-
matic consultations on US-
Korea military cooperation
related to the Strait of
Hormuz, while discussing
details on joint military
drills with the United States.
Experts suggest the walking
back of joint military exer-
cises could carry a high cost
with relatively little benefit.
"US-South Korea combined
defence exercises are essen-
tial for military forces to be
ready and capable of doing
their jobs," said Leif-Eric
Easley, a professor at Ewha
University in Seoul.
"Scaling them back can
damage alliance coordina-
tion, slow the process of
South Korea taking on
greater responsibility for its
own defence, and weaken
deterrence against possible
conflicts in Asia.

Trump says US to reduce military drills with
South Korea after it stayed out of Iran war

Aid  shortages  and  fears  of  starvation  as  Indonesia  reels  from  deadly  earthquake
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Former Australia captain
Ricky Ponting has called for
a change in the Test team
after their recent loss to
Bangladesh in Darwin on
Sunday. Australia's batting
has been facing growing
scrutiny recently, and it all
compounded when the
Aussies were catapulted in
their own backyard despite
being at full strength as
Bangladesh scripted a nine-
wicket victory. Ponting
advocated for injecting
youngsters into the batting
order and believed that
there was enough evidence
for a change. "This ends up
being a very embarrassing
defeat. I think it's inevitable
they have to make a change.
I was on the record at the
end of last summer thinking
that this was the ideal time
to start to regenerate this
team because of the per-
formances from some of the

players," Ponting told
Channel 7. Ponting stated
that he would be the last one
to call for a change, but look-
ing at the performance, he
thinks it is inevitable.
"Look, I'm the last one I want
to make change. As a cap-
tain or as a player, I wanted
to keep the group together. It
has to get to a bad point
before I start saying you
ought to leave somebody
out. But there had been
enough evidence for me

coming here to suggest that
they weren't going to lose
anything or much at all by
starting that regeneration,
by maybe bringing in anoth-
er opener, by maybe bring-
ing in someone at No.3. I
think that that has to hap-
pen," he added. Meanwhile,
former Australia bowler
Trent Copeland emphasised
that losing a Test to
Bangladesh in Australia is
'unacceptable.' "The players
themselves will be, I'm sure,
distraught with how this
has gone," he told SEN. "I
also think there is an ele-
ment of them not sitting in
this like the world is over
either, but this is a com-
pletely unacceptable Test
match result for Australia.
When you are in your own
conditions, I don't care
about the preparation, I
don't care who's playing for
Australia even. 

Islam Makhachev (29-1 MMA)
has successfully defended his
UFC welterweight champi-
onship, defeating ?Ireland’s
Ian Machado Garry (17-2
MMA) via unanimous deci-
sion (49-46, 49-46, 48-47) while
also setting an impressive
record in the main event of
UFC 330 in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. With ?the victo-
ry on Saturday night, Russia’s
Makhachev etched his ?name
in the UFC record books,
extending his winning streak
to 17 consecutive fights and
surpassing UFC Hall of Famer
Anderson Silva’s historic 16-
fight mark set from 2006 to

2013. Makhachev dictated the
tempo throughout the 25-
minute championship tilt,
neutralising the challenger
with suffocating top control
?and chain wrestling while
mixing in dynamic striking,
including a damaging second-
round head kick. Machado
Garry, bidding to become only
the second undisputed UFC
champion hailing from
Ireland, stayed diligent in
defensive scrambles on the
mat to survive danger but
could not mount enough
offence to sway the judges’
scorecards. “I have nothing
but respect for Islam. … He

?won. I have no complaints, no
excuses,” Machado Garry
said inside the Octagon after
the decision. “It’s always
hard,” Makhachev said of
grinding out the victory
against the challenger in the
championship rounds. In the
co-main event, UFC women’s
strawweight champion
Mackenzie Dern (17-5 MMA)
successfully defended her title
for the first time, using domi-
nant grappling and relentless
submission threats to defeat
Canada’s Gillian Robertson
(17-9 MMA) via unanimous
decision (49-46, 49-46, 48-47).
Dern, a Phoenix native who

fights out of Southern
California, controlled the pace
on the mat across 25 minutes,
constantly threatening ?tran-
sitions and clinching attacks
against her fellow Brazilian
jiujitsu standout. Dern’s most
dangerous moment came in
the opening frame, nearly
securing a buzzer-beating
rear-naked choke just before
the horn sounded. While
Dern had voiced confidence
throughout fight week that
she would finish Robertson
inside the distance, the
champion was pleased with
her complete five-round per-
formance. 

Ricky Ponting Shows The Mirror To Australia
After 'Embarrassing' Bangladesh Defeat

MAKHACHEV SECURES RECORD-SETTING
WIN AGAINST MACHADO GARRY

Top seed Aryna Sabalenka
fought through 6-2, 7-6 (7/2)
against Talia Gibson on
Sunday to join two other elites
in the third round of the ATP-
WTA Cincinnati Masters.
The world number one need-
ed six match points,
Australia's Gibson saving five
in the 12th game of the second
set before Sabalenka man-
aged a final winner to get the
job done in just under two
hours on a windswept
Grandstand Court. "I'm super
tired, this is crazy weather,"
the Belarusian said. ""Talia
played great tennis and was
more aggressive in the second
set. "She put more pressure on
my service games. I'm glad I
stayed calm and pulled it out
in straight sets." Sabalenka,
who won the Cincinnati tro-
phy in 2024, is looking for a
solid build-up to the US Open,
where she'll be seeking her
first Grand Slam title of the
year. She's won three titles in
2026, but none since Miami in
March. She joined a pair of
reigning Grand Slam champi-
ons in advancing, with
Australian Open winner

Elena Rybakina and Roland
Garros titleholder Mirra
Andreeva also reaching the
third round. Second seed
Rybakina, coming off a run-
ner-up finish to Iga Swiatek in
Toronto, defeated Taylor
Townsend 6-3, 6-4. Andreeva
crushed Oleksandra
Oliynykova with the loss of
just one game, breaking five
times and saving all seven
break points against her own
serve in a 65-minute 6-1, 6-0
rout. Rybakina said that she is
concentrating on recovery
after a tough Toronto run and
was glad to get off to a low-
stress start. "Today I'm happy
with the serve," she said.
"Definitely it helped me a lot.
Last week in Toronto was
very difficult. A lot of three set
matches." Seventh seed
Swiatek, the defending cham-
pion who bagged her first title
of a rocky season in Toronto,
hammered Emiliana Arango
of Colombia 6-3, 6-0. Swiatek
went down an early break but
recovered quickly to prevail
in 71 minutes over the player
who ousted Venus Williams
in the first round. 

Aryna Sabalenka Squeezes
Out A Win On Sixth Match

Point In Cincinnati

India finished the second
day of the first Test against
Sri Lanka at Galle on 460/9.
It was expected that India
would declare at the
overnight score to gain the
maximum advantage of
bowling in the first hour of
the morning session.
However, the Indian team
management took a sur-
prising call as they sent
overnight unbeaten batters
Kuldeep Yadav and
Prasidh Krishna to start
the proceedings. The move
was a defensive one, and
former India player Dodda
Ganesh raised an impor-
tant question. "Why would
you bat on the third day
morning with two tail-
enders? #SLvIND," Ganesh
wrote on X. India were
bowled out for 462 in their
first innings on the third
day of the opening Test

against Sri Lanka on
Monday. Devdutt Padikkal
top-scored for India with a
mammoth knock of 167
that ended on Sunday.
Resuming their innings at
460/9, India managed to
add just two runs before
the final wicket fell, with
Asitha Fernando dismiss-
ing Prasidh Krishna. For
Sri Lanka, Prabath
Jayasuriya was the pick of

the bowlers, finishing with
figures of 4/109. Keshara
Nuwantha claimed 3/175,
while Fernando took 2/63.
India's total was built
around Padikkal's out-
standing knock of 167,
which anchored their first-
innings effort. On the sec-
ond day of the Test, the
first two sessions were
washed out due to inces-
sant rain. 

India's 21-year-old badminton
star Ayush Shetty stunned
defending champion and
World No. 1 Shi Yuqi of China
21-14, 13-21, 21-19 in the BWF
World Championships 2026
Round of 64 clash. The young-
ster, who hails from Karkala
in Karnataka, looked in sen-
sational form as he came up
with brilliant smashes and
terrific defence to pull off a
stunning win in front of the
home crowd in New Delhi.
This was his first-ever win
over Shi Yuqi after three suc-
cessive losses, including a
straight-game loss in the final
of the Asia Badminton
Championships earlier this
year. Ayush was off to a flying
start with a 21-14 win in the
first game and although he
dropped the second game, the
youngster did not give up. He
fought back brilliantly and
was able to finish the match
in style. Who is Ayush
Shetty? Shetty found himself
in the headlines earlier this
year after he became the first
Indian men's singles player to

reach the Badminton Asia
Championships final in 61
years. While he was defeated
by Shi Yuqi in the final, he
pulled off a brilliant win over
Kunlavut Vitidsarn in the
semi-final. It was a result that
truly announced his arrival
on the global stage. He comes
from the small town of
Sanoor near Karkala in
Karnataka and was intro-
duced to badminton at the age
of 8 by his father, who
coached him in their back-
yard. The family later relocat-
ed to Bengaluru in order to
provide proper training to
Shetty and under the guid-

ance of coaches at the
Prakash Padukone
Badminton Academy, he
honed his skills. Shetty's
breakthrough came in 2025
when he won the US Open
title after beating Brian Yang
in straight games. It was his
maiden BWF World Tour
title. He followed it up with
wins over top-10 players like
Li Shi Feng and Chi Yu Jen at
the Asia Championships.
Earlier, he won the bronze
medal at the 2023 World
Junior Championships in
Spokane, USA, won the
Denmark Junior
International in 2021.

AYUSH SHETTY: INDIA'S BADMINTON
STAR WHO STUNNED WORLD NO. 1 SHI
YUQI AT BWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

High on confidence after holding
Olympic silver medallists and
world No. 4 China to a draw, India
will look to strengthen their bid for
a top-two finish in Pool D when they
face South Africa in their second
Women's Hockey World Cup match
on Tuesday. India, ranked ninth in
the world, produced a disciplined
display to secure a 2-2 draw against
a fancied Chinese side in their tour-
nament opener. The result has
given them a valuable point and put
them in a good position to qualify
for the second round. England cur-
rently lead Pool D following their 4-
0 win over South Africa, with China
and India next in the standings,
while South Africa are fourth. For
the semifinal race the top two teams
from each pool will be divided into
two groups (E and F) of four teams
each. Each team will play matches
against the opponents they did not
face in the first round. A team's
result in the first round against the
progressing team from its pool will

be carried forward in second round.
It means that India and China will
not play each other if they reach the
second round and their one point
each from the draw will be carried
forward. For India, Tuesday's game
is, therefore, an opportunity to put
themselves firmly in control of their
qualification hopes. A win over
18th-ranked South Africa would not
only boost their chances of finishing

in the top two but also provide
momentum ahead of their final pool
game. "We don't have to worry
about the other teams' positions, but
we need to maintain this momen-
tum in the upcoming matches while
avoiding complacency," coach
Sjoerd Marijne said after the China
game. India showed plenty of prom-
ise in their opening match. Drag-
flicker Deepika converted a penalty

corner and also earned another,
while World Cup debutants
Sunelita Toppo, Ishika and Shilpi
Dabas displayed composure well
beyond their experience. Navneet
Kaur, who was named Player of the
Tournament at the World Cup
Qualifiers, has also carried her
impressive form into the tourna-
ment and will be one of India's key
attacking threats. However,
Marijne knows there is room for
improvement, particularly in pos-
session and ball retention. India
controlled the opening quarter and
went into half-time with a 2-1 lead,
but their intensity dropped after the
break. They sat deeper in the third
quarter, allowing China to take con-
trol and eventually find the equalis-
er. "We scored a penalty corner and
a field goal, but I'm not happy with
the third quarter. We need to work
on ball possession and ball reten-
tion. The team must have felt
relieved after the draw in the first
match," Marijne said. 

Formula E is entering its Gen4 era
with a clear ambition to close the per-
formance gap with Formula One,
with championship co-founder
Alberto Longo believing the all-elec-
tric series could be running at near-
F1 pace on several circuits by the end
of the next four-season cycle.
Formula E bid farewell to its Gen3
cars at the London E-Prix on Sunday,
and CEO Jeff Dodds believes its
rapid evolution could eventually see
electric racing outpace Formula One.
“What is fascinating in Formula E is
to see the steps. Because every two-
three years, we have a step in tech-
nology which is so big that it's even
difficult to compare to the previous
generation,” Longo said. “It was diffi-
cult to compare Gen3 to Gen2. It will
be very difficult to compare Gen3 to
Gen4. Because we speak to another
level in terms of racing level, technol-
ogy.” The Gen4 cars are expected to
reach around 335 kmph, with lap
times improving by six to 10 seconds
at circuits through increased down-
force, powertrain development and
new tyres. Longo expects the per-
formance gap with Formula One to

narrow substantially during Gen4's
four-season cycle. “By the time we
end Gen4, in the fourth season of
Gen4, we will be very close to times
of Formula 1 in many tracks,” he
said. CEO Dodds, who has worked in
the Formula One ecosystem and
describes himself as an F1 fan,
believes Formula E's progress should
not be measured simply by its prox-
imity to the established champi-
onship. Formula E is only 12 years
old, compared to F1's 76-year history,
Dodds pointed out, and said the

younger championship had experi-
enced “hyper-growth” while develop-
ing a fundamentally different propo-
sition. “We don't need Formula 1 to
fail for us to be successful or vice
versa. We absolutely think there is
room for both organisations to con-
tinue being incredibly successful,” he
said. Dodds believes Formula E's
technological trajectory could even-
tually give it a performance advan-
tage over combustion-powered rac-
ing. “We already accelerate much
faster than a Formula 1 car. We are at

the infancy of the technology here at
Formula E. The combustion engine's
been around for 130 years, so that's
been iterated to within an inch of its
life,” he said. “So over the next four,
five, six, seven years, we are going to
get to a point where the technology in
Formula E can outpace a Formula 1
car. No question about that.” At the
heart of Formula E's argument is effi-
ciency. Dodds said the most efficient
F1 combustion engine operates at
roughly 55 per cent efficiency, while
Gen4 technology is expected to be in
the region of 97-98 per cent. That, he
argued, explains the absence of the
traditional engine roar associated
with motorsport. "When people say to
me, it would be great if these cars
sounded noisier, like a Formula 1 car.
What you're asking me is to make a
car sound like the past. To make it
sound less efficient, less performant,
less technologically innovative,”
Dodds said. “We're going to make our
cars sound like this car. Our chil-
dren... are likely to only exist driving
a hybrid or an electric car. This needs
to be a sound that they associate, not
what my father associates with.” 

Formula E To Match Formula 1 In Speed?
Co-Founder Says Gen4 "Will Be Very Close"

SHUBMAN GILL, GAUTAM GAMBHIR'S
GALLE STRATEGY UNDER FIRE

High On Confidence, Indian Women's Hockey
Team Eyes World Cup Win Over South Africa

Vingegaard out for rest of season
with Tour injury

wo-time Tour de
France winner Jonas
Vingegaard will miss

the rest of season as he con-
tinues his recovery from a
broken collarbone sustained
in this year's race.On stage
15, the 29-year-old Visma-
Lease a Bike rider was tack-
ling a tight right-hand bend
off a roundabout when his
front wheel slid out, causing
him to land on his shoulder.
The injury required surgery
and ruled the Dane out of
challenging for a third Tour
victory, with Tadej Pogacar
going on to win a record
equalling fifth yellow jersey.
Vingegaard will be absent
from September's UCI Road
World Championships in
Montreal, Canada, when
Pogacar will go for a third
straight world title.

T

ONE DECISION, JUST TWO RUNS:
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Rakul Preet Singh Drips In

Sequins, Sass

ero Sriram (Srikanth), who has
earned a strong following among
Tamil and Telugu audiences, is

coming up with a new film titled "The
Maze". Priyanka, Hrithika Srinivas, and
Kamal Kamaraju will be seen in other key
roles. 
The film is presented by Dr. Naimisha
Reddy Kasireddy and produced by Dr.
Uday K. Reddy Palvayi, Dr. KSR (Kareddy
Sridhar Reddy), Dr. Bharat Reddy Gopu,
and Dr. Anirudh Reddy Soma under the
Shrousha Kamala Arts and UR Creations
banners. "The Maze" is being made as a
fresh psychological thriller, directed by
Dr. Ravikiran Gadalay. The film is cur-
rently in regular production.
The reverse teaser of "The Maze" was
released today. The makers have
impressed with a novel promotional idea
by presenting the teaser almost entirely in

reverse, marking a unique attempt.
The "The Maze" reverse teaser opens with
an intriguing dialogues that question real-
ity. The protagonist suddenly wakes up
from sleep, with numerous incidents flash-
ing through his mind. 
He sets out in search of proof for certain
truths that nobody else believes but him.
He also follows several people in his quest
for answers.
Are the things others believe are merely
hallucinations actually illusions? Or are
they real, just as strongly as the protago-
nist believes?
Who is responsible for this confusing situ-
ation? Who stood by him and supported
him throughout this journey? How did he
get injured? And who is the Homicide
Intervention Team investigating in an
attempt to prevent murders? These are
among the many questions that create

curiosity in the teaser.
The teaser becomes even more intriguing
when the protagonist is shown being
arrested and taken away by the police in
the final sequence. Except for the final
scene, the entire teaser has been presented
in reverse, making it a genuinely fresh
and innovative attempt.
Overall, the reverse teaser successfully
raises expectations and curiosity around
"The Maze", promising an intriguing psy-
chological thriller filled with mystery,
uncertainty, and unexpected twists.

The Maze is an engaging thriller
that revolves around a man whose life
takes an unexpected turn over the course
of a single night. As reality begins to
blur and every moment takes him deeper
into the unknown, he must navigate
through a maze of fear, mystery, and
unforeseen twists.

HERO SRIRAM (SRIKANTH) STARRER
OUTSTANDING PSYCHOLOGICAL THRILLER
"THE MAZE" RELEASES REVERSE TEASE

Sunil and Akhil Uddemari play the lead
roles in the upcoming psychological
thriller “Fight Maha,” featuring Dr.
Srivani Gopichand, Vaishnavi,
Siddharth, and Srikanth Ayyangar in
key roles. “If dreams come true, whose
truth is it?” is the intriguing tagline of
the film. Directed by Anand Chandra, the
film is being presented as a fresh and
innovative psychological thriller. It is
produced by AVS Raju, R. Kumar Raju,
and Anand Chandra under the banner of
New I Movies LLP. The teaser, which
was released last month by renowned
filmmaker Ram Gopal Varma, received
an excellent response and has crossed
more than a million views.Today the
makers have now unveiled the 2-minute-
20-second theatrical trailer, further rais-
ing curiosity around the film. “Fight
Maha” is scheduled to release worldwide
in theatres on August 21.

Sunil and Akhil Uddemari’s Psychological
Thriller ‘Fight Maha’ Trailer Released

gadha is a film that
is so different from
the regular breed of

movies that come and go,
especially within the hor-
ror genre. In fact, to sim-
ply call it horror would
almost be a disservice. It
is an atmospheric thriller
steeped in mysticism and
the supernatural, elevat-
ed by some towering per-
formances from its cast.
Shravan Reddy plays a
character that is remark-
ably layered. He begins at
a place that feels seeming-
ly normal and familiar,
but as the film progresses,
the character slowly
reveals shades that allow
Shravan to showcase both
his range and his under-
standing of the role.

There is something
increasingly unsettling
about his performance —
not because he overtly

plays for menace, but
because he never quite
lets you comfortably read
where the character
stands.
He moves effortlessly
between the positive and
negative shades, inhabit-
ing that difficult grey
zone with aplomb. Even
in his quieter moments,
there is an undercurrent
that keeps you watching
him, wondering what lies
beneath. By the time the
film ends, Shravan has
taken the character some-
where far removed from
where we first encoun-
tered him. It is a con-
trolled, assured perform-
ance — and one that stays
with you long after the
end credits roll.

Shravan Reddy surprises us with his range
as both Hero & Anti Hero in AGADHA

Hma Qureshi is prov-
ing she is a true fash-
ion powerhouse with

her latest magazine cover,
and it’s impossible to look
away. The actress, all set to
impress fans with her
upcoming film Toxic,
brought serious glam to the
shoot with multiple striking
looks.
She switched between four
bold outfits, a black and
white feathered dress, a rich
maroon pantsuit, a flowing
white gown with dramatic
sleeves, and an elegant black
gown covered in crystal
embellishments. Each look
showed off a different side of
her style, from edgy to classic

elegance.
Huma completed her looks
with statement earrings and
soft, glowing makeup, letting
her confidence shine
through every frame. With
Toxic creating buzz, this
cover comes at the perfect
time, proving Huma is ready
to own the spotlight both on
screen and in fashion. Our
cover girl for this high on
fashion issue is none other
than the warm and bubbly
Huma Qureshi. The star,
who lives by her own rules
and gives power-packed per-
formances, believes in
empowering others. She’s
also a lot of fun to shoot with
and oozes confidence.

A new take on the popular
cooking format with a Tamil
nativity.. Samantha Ruth
Prabhu is bringing together
several celebrities from the
Tamil entertainment indus-
try to celebrate food, flavors,
emotions and connections
on Sony Vila and Sony Liv -
Sony Pictures Networks
India has recently
announced 'Celebrity
MasterChef Tamil'. This
globally recognized cook-
ing format will be hosted
by star heroine Samantha
Ruth Prabhu on Sony Viza
and Sony Liv for the Tamil

audience.
Celebrities, food, competi-
tion... 'Celebrity MasterChef
Tamil' is being made by
bringing these three worlds
together. Many celebrities
from the Tamil entertain-
ment industry are going to
step into the kitchen from
the sets for the first time...
and face the challenges,
unexpected twists and pres-
sure of tough cooking. In
addition to pleasing the
audience... they are going to
prove their talent by prepar-
ing delicious dishes to win
every challenge.

The globally popular cooking
celebration is now in Tamil

homes.. Star heroine Samantha
Ruth Prabhu to host Celebrity

MasterChef Tamil

hea Chakraborty has opened up about
the price her family paid following the
controversy that engulfed her after

actor Sushant Singh Rajput’s death in 2020.
While her own career came to a standstill,
Rhea revealed that even her father lost a
major job simply because of his surname.
During her appearance on Farah Khan’s vlog,
Rhea spoke about rebuilding her life and the
struggles her family faced amid intense public
scrutiny. She revealed that her father, Indrajit
Chakraborty, had secured a senior position at
a reputed hospital, but the opportunity was
taken away after his connection to her became
known. “Papa got a very big job as a medical
superintendent at a very big hospital in town.
And then they found out his surname and
said, ‘Sorry, aap Rhea Chakraborty ke papa ho
toh…’” she shared. Who is Rhea
Chakraborty’s father? Indrajit Chakraborty is
a retired Army officer who served as a doctor
in the Armed Forces Medical Corps. Despite
his experience, Rhea claimed that the contro-
versy surrounding her became the reason he
was removed from the hospital job. Her reve-
lation shows how the fallout of the case
extended beyond her personal and profession-
al life, affecting members of her family who
had no connection with the film industry. 

Rhea Chakraborty says father
lost job over her surname

hiranjeevi” stars Kiku
Yanamala and Kashish Khan
in the lead roles. Eeswari
Rao, Tanikella Bharani,
Sreekanth Bharat, Viva
Raghava, and others play key
roles in the film. Produced by
Deepti Nadiminti under the

Kiku Entertainments ban-
ner, the film is directed by
Shubha Sai Venkat.
“Chiranjeevi” is gearing up
for a grand theatrical release
on the 28th of this month. The
makers released the film’s
trailer today.

UNIQUE SURVIVAL DRAMA
THRILLER “CHIRANJEEVI”

TRAILER RELEASED

Ameer Log is the first production ven-
ture of Madhavi Reddy Soma under
the banner of Awwal Number
Productions. Directed by Ramana
Reddy Soma, the film has Manohar
Reddy Manchuri as its co-producer.
MC Hari, Manoj and Sasidhar play
the lead roles, while Vedha
Jalandhar, Ravan Nittooru,
Vishwender Reddy and Saiyogi
appear in key roles. 
Rana Daggubati’s Spirit Media is
releasing the film grandly in Telugu
on August 21. As part of the promo-
tions, director Ramana Reddy Soma
interacted with the media and
shared several interesting details
about the film.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR BACK-
GROUND:
I am from Raghavapuram in
Nalgonda district. I came to
Hyderabad in 1997 for higher studies
and pursued Architecture at JNTU. I
was an avid movie watcher even dur-
ing those days. I started my own office
in 2007 and have around two decades

of experience in the architecture
industry. During the COVID period, I
went back to my hometown. Since I
had plenty of free time then, I started
watching many more films on OTT
platforms.

HOW DID YOU DEVELOP AN
INTEREST IN FILMMAKING?
I have always loved reading and writ-

ing stories. I started writing stories
around six or seven years ago, draw-
ing from my own experiences and
things I had observed around me.
Later, with the help of a friend, I
learnt how stories should be written
for cinema. I also picked up a few
things through YouTube. Eventually,
with the support of some friends, I got
an opportunity to visit a shooting set.
That is how my journey into cinema
gradually began.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR FIRST
FILMMAKING ATTEMPT:
I made a short film around three
years ago. I wrote the story at night
and shot it the following morning. We
ended up with around 33 minutes of
footage shot across a village and the
city. After watching the output, I felt
that I could do much better and decid-
ed that I should make a film only after
preparing a proper bound script.
During a podcast, I once heard Manoj
Bajpayee mention the phrase ‘Ameer
Log’. That stayed with me, and that is
where this journey began.

Ameer Log Will Be a Complete Family
Entertainer: Director Ramana Reddy Soma

HUMA QURESHI
OWNS THE

COVER,
EFFORTLESSLY

H

R
akul Preet Singh is
proving age is just a
number with her lat-

est stunning photoshoot.
The actress, gearing up for
her much-awaited role in
Ramayana, dropped a set of
pictures that instantly
caught fans’ attention.
She wore a shimmering
black sequinned gown
with a sheer crystal-stud-
ded neckline and a bold
cutout back with lace-up
detailing. She kept it sim-
ple with a sleek bun, ear
cuffs, and dewy makeup,
letting the gown steal the
show.
Nearing her 40s, Rakul con-
tinues to impress with her
fitness and style. With
almost two decades in the
industry, she has built a
strong name in Tollywood
and is now steadily making
her mark in Bollywood too.
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The Film is Set for a Worldwide Theatrical Release on August 21A


