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ISI Plans ISKP
Cover for
Lashkar Attacks

New Delhi, Aug. 6: Pakistan's
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) is
reportedly planning to have
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) carry out
terror attacks in Jammu and
Kashmir while attributing
responsibility to the Islamic
State Khorasan Province (ISKP),
according to intelligence offi-
cials. The move is
aimed at provid-
ing operational
deniability to LeT
and complicating
investigations by
Indian security agencies.
Officials said ISKP has a limited
ground presence in Jammu and
Kashmir but has focused on
online radicalisation. Security
agencies believe Pakistan is
attempting to revive terrorism in
the Union Territory, including by
creating new overground worker
(OGW) networks. However, offi-
cials said they remain confident
that the recent attacks do not
indicate a sustained resurgence
and vowed to prevent any reviv-
al of terrorism.

8 Die in rain-related
incidents in UP

Lucknow (TSIT): Heavy rains
claimed eight lives in Uttar
Pradesh, including six members
of a family killed after their dilap-
idated house collapsed in
Pratapgarh and two children
who drowned in a rain-
water-filled pit
in Jaunpur.The
Pratapgarh
tragedy occurred
in the early hours
of Thursday when an old house
collapsed, killing a couple, their
son, daughter-inlaw and two
young grandchildren. One family
member survived after escaping
from the debris.In Jaunpur, two
children aged five and six
drowned after falling into an
uncovered pit filled with rainwa-
ter. Authorities have ordered an
inquiry into the incident and
announced Rs.4 1akh ex gratia for
each bereaved family under the
state's disaster relief scheme.

India, South Africa to

expand cooperation in critical
minerals, pharmaceuticals:
Piyush Goyal

Hyderabad, TSIT BUREAU:

Chief Minister A.Revanth
Reddy on Thursday directed
officials to bring the entire road
network in and around
Hyderabad under a single inte-
grated management system to
ensure efficient planning, exe-
cution and maintenance of road
infrastructure.

Chairing a review meeting
with officials of the Hyderabad
Metropolitan  Development
Authority (HMDA) and
Hyderabad Road Development
Corporation Limited (HRDCL)
at the MCR HRD Institute's
Bodhi Pavilion, the Chief
Minister stressed that all
aspectsrelating to roads, includ-
ing land acquisition, loans,
maintenance, planning and
project execution, should be
integrated into a unified digital
platform.

Chief Minister said the sys-
tem should cover the Outer
Ring Road (ORR), Regional
Ring Road (RRR), radial roads,
flyovers, underpasses and all
major roads in the Hyderabad
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ASSAM FLOODS LEAVE 1.68 LAKH
AFFECTED IN 15 DISTRICTS

Guwahati, Aug 6 : Assam’s flood situation
remained critical on Thursday with 15 districts

still affected, even as only one river continued
to flow above the danger level, officials said.

CM Revanth Reddy orders
integrated road management
system for Hyderabad

Metropolitan Region.
Expressing concern over the
maintenance of the ORR,
Revanth Reddy said frequent
parking of vehicles along the
expressway was leading to acci-
dents and blamed the contrac-
tor for negligence.

He instructed officials to
closely monitor ORR mainte-
nance and ensure strict compli-
ance with safety standards. The
Chief Minister directed the gov-
ernment to constitute a special
committee on Transferable

Development Rights (TDR) and
instructed that TDR should be
granted only for lands acquired
by the government. He also
ordered that the entire TDR pro-
cess be made fully online to
eliminate irregularities and
ensure complete transparency.
Reviewing ongoing infrastruc-
ture works, Revanth Reddy
instructed officials to expedite
the construction of radial roads
and complete Radial Road-1
from Kongara Kalan to Future
City by December 9.

Andhra Pradesh cabinet clears =

key development, welfare decisions

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)

The Andhra Pradesh
Cabinet, chaired by Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, approved several key
proposals related to urban
development, infrastructure,
welfare and investment pro-
motion during its meeting
held at the State Secretariat
on Thursday. The decisions
were announced by Minister
for Information & Public
Relations and Housing
Kolusu Parthasarathy.

The Cabinet approved the
redevelopment of Velampeta
slum in GVMC limits,
Visakhapatnam, under the

Visakhapatnam Economic
Region (VER) programme
through the DBFT model. A
stilt-plus-12-floor building
will be constructed on
GVMC land to provide in-
situ rehabilitation for 177
EWS families. The project
will be completed within 24
months and will serve as a
pilot model for future slum
redevelopment initiatives.
The Cabinet gave approv-
al to the Andhra Pradesh
Pedestrian  Safety and
Universal  Accessibility
Policy-2026, aimed at improv-
ing road safety, removing
footpath encroachments,
developing safer pedestrian

facilities and reducing road
fatalities. It also approved
the withdrawal of the Disha
Bill-2019 in view of the imple-
mentation of new central
criminal laws providing
stronger protection for
women and children.

The government extended
the Rs.1.50 per unit electric-
ity subsidy for aquaculture
farms from June 1, 2026,
benefiting aqua farmers
with an estimated support of
around Rs.1,150 crore. The
Cabinet also approved the
Andhra Pradesh Omnibus
(Ease of Doing Business)
Act-2026 to simplify indus-
trial regulations and attract
investments.

Several decisions were
taken for Amaravati devel-
opment, including fresh ten-
ders for the Amaravati Eye
project, construction of twin
office towers at Quantum
Valley Tech Park, and land
pooling for the proposed
Errupalem-Namburu rail-
way line and Inner Ring
Road connectivity.

K'taka CM promises plot for state

govt women employees association
® Calls for women to organise, build leadership

Bengaluru (TSIT):

Chief Minister D.K Shivakumar on
Thursday assured the All Karnataka
State Government Women Employees
Association that the government would
provide plot for its office, preferably near
Vidhana Soudha, or a larger site else-

where if required.

Addressing office-bearers of the asso-
ciation after they met him at his home
office Krishna, Shivakumar said the
government had come to power with the
support of women and had fulfilled its

promises by implementing the five guar-
antee schemes — Griha Jyoti, Griha
Lakshmi, Shakti, Anna Bhagya and
Yuva Nidhi. He said the government
was spending Rs.52,000 crore annually
on the guarantee schemes, which had
brought about a "revolutionary change"

and had become a model for other states.
He also highlighted the government's
initiative to digitally scan and correct
citizens' property records.

Urging women employees to organise
themselves, the Chief Minister said
women and youth were the driving force

for social change. He noted that the gov-
ernment
Anganwadi and ASHA worker pro-
grammes for women and encouraged the
association, which has around 5,500 mem-
bers, to hold a large convention at Palace
Grounds, assuring government support.
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recovery routine includes,
sleeping, eating, & playing
with Aura

CJP unveils national leadership,

announces 'Kya Bolti Public' tour from
Sept 1, to remain 'pressure group'

New Delhi (TSIT)

Seeking to build on the momen-
tum of its recent Jantar Mantar
agitation, the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) on Thursday
announced its first national
organisational structure. It
launched a nationwide member-
ship drive and unveiled a coun-
trywide public outreach cam-
paign, signalling its next phase as
a nationwide public movement.

The announcements were
made at the party's National
Working Committee meeting in
Maharashtra's  Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, where CJP laid
out its organisational roadmap
for the coming months while reit-
erating that it does not intend to
enter electoral.

As part of its inaugural nation-
al leadership, CJP named
Abhijeet Dipke, as its founder
and national convener. Ashutosh
Ranka and Saurav Das, were
appointed as co-conveners.

The party also announced its
core national team, appointing
Ajinkya Shinde as national organ-
isation in-charge, Deepak Baliyan
as organisation co-in-charge,
Aafreen Nawaz as national secre-
tary, Vijay Reddy Mallangi as
media lead, Ratna Singh as legal
affairs lead, Vaishnavi Gaur as
research and policy lead, Rohan

Deshpande as technology lead and
Yogesh Ingale as finance lead.
Alongside the national appoint-
ments, CJP named zonal leaders,
assigning Deepak Baliyan to the
North Zone, Vijay Reddy Mallangi
tothe South Zone, Ankit Bhardwaj
to the East and North East Zones,
and Yogesh Ingale to the West
Zone. The organisation said it
plans to establish state coordina-
tion committees, Lok Sabha units
and city level coordination com-
mittees across the country over
the next six months. The CJP also
announced that its flagship public
outreach programme, the 'Kya
Bolti Public' national listening
tour, will begin on September 1.
According to CJP, its leadership
will travel across India to engage
directly with young people and
gather public feedback, which
will be used to prepare a citizen
driven Youth Reform Charter.

Revenue dept issues
order securing
forest dept's rights
over 1,053-acre land
near SGNP

THANE (TSIT):

Maharashtra Revenue Minister
Chandrashekhar Bawankule has
issued a final order securing the
Forest Department's rights over 1,053
acres of forest land near Sanjay
Gandhi National Park (SGNP) at
Bhayandaripada-Ovale, an official
release said on Thursday.The ruling

cancels controversial mutation entry
No 975 which favored private claim-
ants, and sets aside earlier orders
from 2019 and 2025, the release said.
The land record (7/12 extract) now
permanentlyreinstates"Maharashtra
Government Reserved Forest" status
under SGNP, halting private trans-
fers and unauthorized commercial
construction on the land.Reports
claimingthat Sanjay Gandhi National
Park land was being handed over to
private individuals were untrue and
the government never intended to
give forest land to private parties.
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Collector reviews GM visit arrangements in Mulugu
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Mulugu, Aug. 6 (TSIT):

District Collector Borkhade
Hemant Sahadeva Rao on
Thursday directed officials

to complete all prepara-

tions before August 12 for

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy's proposed visit to Mulugu
district.

Reviewing arrangements with SP
Sudhir Ramnath Kekan and offi-
cials of various departments, the
Collector instructed them to expe-
dite works related to the inaugura-

tion of the new Collectorate build-
ing, including completion of the
pylon, meeting hall, cabinet room,
and other facilities. He also direct-
ed officials to inspect and repair
helipads at Medaram and the
Government Degree College and

ensure foolproof security.
The Collector asked officials
to make arrangements for the
Chief Minister's visit to the
Sri Sammakka-Saralamma
temple, including temple
cleanliness, pooja pro-
grammes, and other facilities.
He also directed departments to
ensure uninterrupted power
supply, drinking water, sanita-
tion, parking, medical teams,
ambulances, and fire safety dur-
ing the visit.
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Telangana Ranked No. 1 in India for Cybercrime Performance

The review assessed the implementation and performance of Hyderabad, TSIT:

cybercrime initiatives across all States and Union Territories.

FOR ADVERTISMENT PLEASE

CONTACT
9948480279, 7330778889

Telangana has emerged as
the top-performing state
in the country in combat-
ing cybercrime, securing
the No. 1 overall rank in
the nationwide PRAGATI
review conducted by the
Prime Minister's Office
(PMO). The review
assessed the implementa-
tion and performance of
cybercrime initiatives
across all States and
Union Territories.

The evaluation covered
nine Kkey parameters,
including the establish-
ment of State Cyber
Coordination  Centres
(84C), implementation of
e-Zero FIR, Grievance
Redressal Mechanism
(GRM), Money
Restoration Module
(MRM), Sahyog Portal,
Samanvaya Portal, identi-
fication of cybercrime
hotspots, capacity build-
ing of law enforcement
officers, and public aware-
ness initiatives.

The PMO appreciated
Telangana's effective
implementation of citizen-
centric digital platforms
developed by the Indian
Cyber Crime Coordination
Centre (I4C) under the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

TGCSB DIRECTOR AND
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY TO

HOME, SHIKHA GOEL

According to the
Telangana Cyber Security
Bureau (TGCSB), the
State has achieved signifi-
cant milestones in cyber-
crime management.
Under the Grievance
Redressal Module (GRM),
authorities acted on 2,086
of 2,368 grievances, record-
ing an 88 per cent perfor-
mance rate. Through the
Money Restoration
Module (MRM), 34,524
cyber fraud cases involv-
ing Rs.16.42 crore in recov-
erable funds were pro-
cessed, with over 81 per
cent of law enforcement
orders implemented.

On the Sahyog Portal,
Telangana facilitated the

removal or disabling of
access to 20,070 unlawful
URLSs out of 22,447 URLs
processed, achieving an
89.41 per cent success rate.
The State also recorded
96.68 per cent completion
of interstate cybercrime
requests received through
the Samanvaya Portal,
demonstrating strong
coordination with other
states.

To further strengthen
citizen services, the
TGCSB has launched a
dedicated helpline
(8712665600) to assist vic-
tims with grievance
redressal and money res-
toration. Awareness vid-
eos explaining the use of
these digital platforms
have also been released
through the bureau's offi-
cial social media chan-
nels.TGCSB Director and
Principal Secretary to
Home, Shikha Goel who
attended the PRAGATI
review meeting via video
conference, said the
national recognition
reflects Telangana's com-
mitment to leveraging
technology for effective
cybercrime prevention,
faster grievance redressal,
and improved public ser-
vice delivery.

TUWIF hails
HC order on
accreditation panels

Mancherial, Aug. 6 (TSIT):
The Telangana Working
Journalists Federation
(TUWJF) celebrated the
Telangana High Court's
direction to include its nom-
inees in district media
accreditation committees
across the State, describing
it as a major victory for
working journalists.
Members of the federation's
Mancherial district unit
marked the occasion by cut-
ting a cake and distributing
sweets. They also felicitated
Kamera Venkataswamy,
who has been nominated as
the federation's representa-
tive to the district accredita-
tion committee.

District President Mittapalli
Madhu and General
Secretary Satya Goud said
the federation had
approached the High Court
after being denied represen-
tation and welcomed the
court's directive to the State
government. They reiterat-
ed TUWJF's commitment to
protecting journalists' rights
and demanded implementa-
tion of welfare measures,
including house sites, hous-
ing, health cards, bus travel
concessions, and benefits
under the Indiramma
Housing Scheme.The federa-
tion also announced plans to
hold meetings in all mandals
to identify journalists' issues
and strengthen its organisa-
tional network. State and
district leaders, along with
federation members, attend-
ed the programme.

CPI protest in Delhi
on September 1st

Khammam (TSIT): The CPI will mobil-
ise people and stage a massive protest
with lakhs of participants in Delhi on
September 1 against the policies being
pursued by the Union government, said
CPI National Council member Bhagam
Hemanth Rao. He said the CPI would
intensify its struggles to protect democ-
racy and people’s rights.The public
awareness campaign launched at the
call of the CPI National Council began
at Tallampadu in Khammam Rural
mandal on Thursday. The campaign
was launched amid the waving of red
flags, drum beats and slogans. A public
meeting was held under the chairman-
ship of CPI district secretary Dandi
Suresh. Hemanth Rao said the country
was facing a complex economic situa-
tion and alleged that the economic poli-
cies of the Modi government were
favouring the wealthy.

Kerala High
School Students
\isit Farm

The South India Times
Husnabad : Students
from classes 7, 8,9, and 10
of Kerala English
Medium High School,
Husnabad, visited the
farm of Mr. Errabelli

Venkatesham in
Nagaram village on
Thursday. They

observed the paddy
transplantation process
firsthand and learned
various details about
crop cultivation by inter-
acting with the farmer.
Subsequently, they
stepped into the fields to
participate in agricultur-
al activities, such as dis-
tributing seedlings and
planting paddy.Speaking
on the occasion, School
Chairman and Principal
B. Rajender emphasized
that students need expe-
riential learning along-
side textbook knowledge.
He stated that the farm
visit was organized with
the aim of introducing
students to the outside
world, rather than limit-
ing their education to the
classroom. He noted that
the students gained
direct insight into how
the rice we eat is grown
and the hard work a
farmer puts in.
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RANGAREDDY : Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) and
Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) NR. Saritha on Wednesday
held a meeting with representatives of recognised political par-
ties at the RDO Office in Shadnagar to review the electoral roll
revision process and polling station rationalisation.
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Lanka Dinakar Submits
Review Report on Welfare
Schemes to CM Naidu

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)
Chairman of the Twenty-
Point Programme
Implementation Committee
(Viksit Bharat-Swarna
Andhra Pradesh), Lanka
Dinakar, met Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu at the
State Secretariat on Thursday
and submitted a report on the
review meetings conducted
across all districts regarding
the implementation of Central
and State government welfare
and development schemes.

Lanka Dinakar also pre-
sented details of state-level
reviews and study tours con-
ducted in various states to
examine the implementation
of government schemes.
During the meeting, he
thanked the Chief Minister
for forwarding his earlier sug-
gestions on issues faced by
handloom  workers in
Kodumur and Madanapalle to
the concerned departments
for consideration.

He highlighted the need for
special measures for the
health protection of hand-
loom workers, flexibility in
housing scheme land-related
norms, formation of micro
handloom groups on the lines
of self-help groups, provision
of revolving fund loans, and
giving priority to such groups

in textile purchases by gov-
ernment institutions like
TTD.Discussing future water
requirements, Lanka Dinakar
suggested taking up a nation-
al-level mission for increas-
ing water storage capacity
through construction of new
reservoirs and desilting of
existing reservoirs in coordi-
nation with the Central
Government.He also appreci-
ated Chief = Minister
Chandrababu Naidu’s pro-
posal for an integrated infra-
structure plan connecting
eastern and western India
through road, rail and water-
ways. He said the initiative
would strengthen industrial
and commercial connectivity
between Visakhapatnam and
Mumbai, support the vision
of Swarna Andhra Pradesh,
and contribute towards Viksit
Bharat-2047.

TECHNOLOGY BRINGS NEW RECOGNITION T0
ANDHRA PRADESH HANDICRAFTS

- Special QR Code System Introduced on the
Directions of Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) In a major step towards providing
international recognition to Andhra Pradesh’s traditional
handicrafts, Lepakshi has launched a special QR code-
based identification system for handicraft products. The
initiative has been taken up in accordance with the vision
of Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan, who emphasized
the need to promote authentic handicrafts, highlight the
skills of artisans, and ensure that every artwork receives
proper recognition. During the recently held Andhra
Pradesh Handicrafts Festival, Pawan Kalyan suggested
introducing a system through which complete details of
each handicraft product and the artisan behind its creation
could be easily accessed. Following his directions, the
Andhra Pradesh Handicrafts Development Corporation
has started the QR code tagging process within a month,
making it the first such initiative in the country for handi-
crafts. Under this innovative system, buyers can simply
scan the QR code attached to a handicraft item through a
mobile phone to get complete details about the product
within seconds. The information includes the history of
the artwork, its cultural significance, the name and skills
of the artisan, the effort involved in making it, raw materi-
als used, production time, dimensions of the product, and
details regarding geographical indication (GI) recognition
or One District-One Product (ODOP) status. The QR code
system has been developed based on the concept of “Art-
Product-Information” and aims to create greater transpar-
ency and authenticity in the handicraft sector. It will also
help prevent counterfeit products by enabling customers
to verify the originality and background of the items they
purchase. As part of the first phase, QR code profiles have
been created for eight iconic handicraft products repre-
senting the cultural heritage of Andhra Pradesh. These
include Bobbili Veena, Kalamkari paintings depicting
Complete Ramayana, Mahabharata, Sri Krishna Leela, and
Matsya Avatar, along with Savar tribal paintings. Officials
are planning to extend this facility to all handicraft prod-
ucts and artisan clusters across the state in a phased man-
ner. The initiative is expected to enhance the global mar-
ket presence of Andhra Pradesh handicrafts, increase the
income opportunities of artisans, and provide wider recog-
nition to the rich traditional art forms of the state.

Vijayawada/Vishakapatnam
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Public Government Stands by Handloom Weavers

Rs.25,000 Assistance to Each Weaver Family Under ‘Nethanna Sevalo’ Scheme

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) The
Andhra Pradesh government
has announced that it will
stand by handloom weavers
and extend financial support
to protect their livelihood and
traditional profession. Under
the newly introduced
‘Nethanna Sevalo’ scheme, the
government will provide
Rs.25,000 financial assistance
to each eligible handloom
weaver family. Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu will
launch the scheme on August
7 on the occasion of the 12th
National Handloom Day dur-
ing his visit to Chirala.
Through this initiative, 71,536
handloom families across the
state will receive financial
assistance amounting to
Rs.179 crore. The government

Andhra Pradesh Strengthens Measures

stated that the scheme was
introduced with the objective
of supporting the welfare of
weavers and preserving the
rich heritage of the handloom
sector, even though it was not
included in the election mani-
festo. The initiative is part of
the government’s efforts to
strengthen the handloom

industry and improve the eco-
nomic conditions of weaver
families.

Apart from the ‘Nethanna
Sevalo’ scheme, the govern-
ment has already implement-
ed several welfare measures
for handloom workers. Free
electricity up to 200 units per
month for handloom families

and 500 units for powerloom
units is being provided, bene-
fiting 62,541 handloom fami-
lies and 10,032 powerloom
units at an annual expendi-
ture of around Rs.150 crore.
The government is also extend-
ing a monthly pension of
Rs.4,000 to 85,000 handloom
workers above 50 years of age,
spending nearly Rs.420 crore
annually. Financial assistance
of Rs.79 crore has been pro-
vided to 109 Primary
Handloom Cooperative
Societies through cash credit
facilities.

As part of developing infra-
structure for the handloom sec-
tor, the government is setting
up a special infrastructure
project at Uppada, a handloom
park at Mangalagiri, and a

Handloom and Handicrafts
Museum at Shakamuru in
Amaravati. In addition, a sus-
tainable textile recycling unit
with an investment of Rs.4,200
crore is proposed to be estab-
lished in Visakhapatnam.
During his Chirala visit, Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu
will reach Kothapeta village in
Vetapalem mandal at 10:50 AM
after departing from the camp
office at 10:30 AM. He will
address a public meeting at
Praja Vedika at 11:05 AM and
later interact with beneficia-
ries at a handloom workshop
in Jandrapeta at 1:35 PM. He
will also hold a review meeting
with TDP leaders at Kothapeta
at 4:10 PM before returning to
the Chief Minister’s Camp
Office at 4:45 PM.

Infrastructure Integration Key to
Making Andhra Pradesh a Global

Logistics Hub: Experts

to Control Cyber Crimes

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)

Andhra Pradesh
Government is taking tech-
nology-driven comprehen-
sive measures to prevent
cyber crimes, digital
arrests and online financial
frauds, Chief Secretary G.
Sai Prasad said. He stated
that the state is focusing
not only on quick response
to cyber crimes but also on
identifying and preventing
crimes before they occur.

Addressing the 53rd
PRAGATI meeting chaired
by Prime Minister’s

Principal Secretary Dr.
P.K. Mishra through video
conference on Thursday,
the Chief Secretary
explained the cyber crime
control initiatives being
implemented in Andhra
Pradesh. ESCARD IG A.
Ravi Krishna and SP
Adhiraj Singh participated
from the AP Secretariat.
The Chief Secretary said
that the State Cyber
Coordination Centre (S4C)
has been established in
accordance with 14C guide-
lines for better coordina-

tion in handling cyber
crimes. The state has also
introduced the e-Zero FIR
system for faster registra-
tion of cyber crime com-
plaints received through
the NCRP portal and 1930
helpline. The Cyber Crime
Police Station under CID
has been designated as the
state-level police station for
this purpose.He informed
that the Money Restoration
Module (MRM), launched
as a pilot project in May
2026, helped restore Rs.1.56
crore to cyber fraud vic-
tims within three months.
Through the Grievance
Redressal Mechanism

(GRM) portal, 358 com-
plaints have been resolved
across districts.

The state has also taken
action against illegal online
content through the Sahyog
Portal, where steps were
initiated against 22,024 ille-
gal URLs linked to 2,713
Request IDs, resulting in
the removal or disabling of
14,903 URLs.Highlighting
interstate coordination, Sai
Prasad said that through
the Samanvaya Portal,
2,609 out of 4,378 CIARs
received from other states
and 2,351 out of 2,959 CIARs
sent to other states were
resolved. The portal also

recorded 57 cases, 103
accused profiles and 1,294
interstate  linkages.The
Chief Secretary said that
the Pratibimb Module is
being used to identify cyber
crime hotspots by analys-
ing ATM withdrawals,
mule accounts and suspi-
cious mobile numbers.
During recent analysis,
details of 553 ATM IDs, 16
districts, 3,019 NCRP
acknowledgements and
transactions worth Rs.6.85
crore were examined.

He further stated that the
state aims to train 500
Cyber Commandos as part
of a three-year action plan
to strengthen cyber crime
investigation capabilities.
So far, 13 police personnel
have completed Cyber
Commando training, while
more than 60 others are
ready for training.
Emphasising the impor-
tance of public awareness,
Sai Prasad said that 89,260
cyber crime awareness pro-
grammes were conducted
across the state during the
last financial year.

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)
Experts at the CII Ports and
Logistics Conference stated
that Andhra Pradesh can
emerge as a major logistics
hub in the country by effec-
tively integrating ports, rail-
ways, roads and industrial
infrastructure. The confer-
ence titled “The
Visakhapatnam Pivot -
Building an Integrated East
Coast Logistics Corridor” was
jointly organised by the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CIT) and CII Institute
of Logistics at Novotel Hotel,
Visakhapatnam, with partici-
pation from representatives of
the Central and State govern-
ments, ports, railways, indus-

tries and logistics sectors.
Speaking on the occasion, CII
Visakhapatnam Zone
Chairman G. Krishnamohan
said that technologies such as
digitalisation and automation
are rapidly transforming the
logistics sector, and indus-
tries must adapt to these
changes to remain competi-
tive.CII Andhra Pradesh Vice
Chairman Dr. G. Sambasiva
Rao said that to increase the
cargo handling capacity of the
state’s ports from the present
198 million tonnes to 500 mil-
lion tonnes, there is a need to
strengthen rail, road, pipeline
networks, logistics terminals
and first-mile and last-mile
connectivity.

South Coast Railway Posts Strong Two-Month Performance

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) The South
Coast Railway (SCoR) has made
remarkable progress within just two
months of commencing operations,
establishing a strong foundation in
infrastructure development, safety,
passenger services and operational
efficiency, General Manager Shri
Sandeep Mathur said. Addressing the
performance review of the Zone since
its launch on June 1, 2026, the General
Manager said that despite the chal-
lenges involved in creating a new
railway zone, SCoR has successfully
developed organisational systems,
infrastructure, manpower deploy-
ment, financial arrangements and
operational mechanisms. The Zone

GITAM Student Named Captain of

Indian Roller Skating Hockey Team

currently comprises four divisions,
covering around 3,532 Route
Kilometres and 6,455 Track
Kilometres, with an expected annual
originating revenue of Rs.15,500 crore
and freight loading exceeding 100 mil-
lion tonnes.Safety has remained the
top priority since the inception of the
Zone. Senior officials have inspected
nearly 1,700 Route Kilometres and
3,000 Track Kilometres across all four
divisions to review infrastructure,
ongoing works and safety standards.
The Zone is currently executing five
new railway line projects and 24
multi-tracking projects involving
investments of about Rs.54,479
crore, while projects worth nearly

MP Daggubati Purandeswari Condemns
Attack on Medical Student Dr. Priyanka and
Gorakshanapeta Murder Incident

Rs.70,865 crore are in the pipeline.
More than 300 Road Over Bridges
and Road Under Bridges are also
under progress to improve safety
and connectivity.

Within two months, SCoR secured
approval for major projects including the

Rs.300 crore Visakhapatnam Yard
Remodeling Project with additional lines,
platforms and modern signalling facilities,
the Rs.1,205 crore Guntakal-Ballari
Quadrupling Project, and crowd manage-
ment facilities at TirupatiSeveral infra-
structure works were completed, including
yard remodelling at Narsapur-Vijayawada
and Garudaballi-Visakhapatnam, expan-
sion of Automatic Block Signalling in the
Nellore-Telamanchi section and installa-
tion of Kavach safety systems on nearly 100
locomotives.Passenger services also wit-
nessed major improvements with the inau-
guration of three redeveloped Amrit Bharat
Stations — Rayanapadu, Mangalagiri and
Cumbum, while redevelopment works are
underway at 70 more stations. The Zone

operated 76 special trains carrying nearly
86,000 passengers, added 408 additional
coaches, and upgraded important trains
with LHB coaches for better comfort and
safety.Passenger amenities were enhanced
with the introduction of Sleeping Pods at
Vijayawada Railway Station and premium
catering services through “Deccan Chai” at
Visakhapatnam Railway Station.The
Railway Protection Force intensified secu-
rity measures and detected 28 NDPS cases,
seizing narcotic substances worth Rs.2.37
crore during the first two months.
Cleanliness drives were conducted exten-
sively, especially at Visakhapatnam
Railway Station, while action was taken
against 5,152 offenders for maintaining dis-
cipline across the railway network.

Breastfeeding Week Celebrations at
Rushikonda Community Hall

Another GITAM Student Excels at State Karate Championship

Visakhapatnam
(TSIT) Students of
GITAM Deemed to be
University have once
again brought laurels to
the institution by deliv-
ering outstanding per-
formances at interna-
tional and state-level
sporting events.
Manish, a third-year
BBA student from the
GITAM School of
Business, has been
appointed as the Captain
of the Indian Roller-
Skating Hockey Team. He
is leading the national
team at the prestigious
Asia-Oceania Clubs
Champions Cup Roller
Hockey Tournament,
being held in Lishui,
China, from August 3 to
10. Representing India on
the international stage as
the team captain marks a
significant milestone in
his sporting career. In

another notable achieve-
ment, Dudekula Shan
Meeraj, a first-year
Computer Science and
Engineering (CSE) stu-
dent at GITAM, delivered
an impressive perfor-
mance at the 23rd Andhra
Pradesh State Karate
Championship, held on
August 1, 2026, at Mary
Stella Indoor Stadium,
Vijayawada. Competing
in the Men's Under-21 cat-

egory, Shan Meeraj
secured first place and
won two medals.

Following this out-
standing performance,
he has qualified for the
upcoming South
Indian Level Karate
Championship.
Congratulating both
students on their
remarkable achieve-
ments, Dr. Errol
D'Souza, Vice-
Chancellor of GITAM
Deemed to be University,
Prof. Y. Gouthama Rao,
Pro Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
D. Gunasekaran,
Registrar, Arun Karthik,
Dean of Campus Life,
along with the deans,
directors, and faculty
members of various
schools, applauded their
dedication and sporting
excellence. They expressed
confidence that the stu-
dents would continue to
scale greater heights and
bring further glory to the
nation and the university.

Visakhapatnam.

Rajahmundry Member of
Parliament Smt. Daggubati
Purandeswari has strongly
condemned the attack on Dr.
Priyanka, a medical student
of GSL Medical College,
Rajahmundry, and the mur-
der incident of Chevveta
Bujjibabu at
Gorakshanapeta. In a state-
ment released from New
Delhi on Thursday, while
attending the ongoing
Parliament sessions, the MP
expressed deep shock and
anguish over the incident in
which Dr. Priyanka (28) was
allegedly hit by a car deliber-
ately by a group of young-
sters. She described the inci-
dent as extremely tragic and
inhuman. Expressing con-
cern over the critical condi-
tion of the victim, she said it
was deeply distressing that
doctors had to declare her
brain dead due to the severi-
ty of her injuries. She stated
that such a brutal act against

a young medical student
with a promising future was
a blot on society. Offering
her heartfelt condolences to
the family members of Dr.
Priyanka, Smt.
Purandeswari assured that
the government would
extend all possible support to
them. She stated that legal
action would be taken against
the accused and steps would
be initiated to ensure that
they receive appropriate pun-
ishment as per the law. The
MP also strongly condemned
the murder of Chevveta
Bujjibabu in Gorakshanapeta
under the limits of
Rajahmundry One Town
Police Station.

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) As
part of World Breastfeeding
Week, the Department of
Community Medicine at
GITAM Institute of Medical
Sciences and Research
(GIMSR), in collaboration
with the university's Women
Empowerment Cell, organized
a comprehensive health edu-
cation program for 25 mothers
at the Rushikonda Community
Hall on August 6, 2026. The
event focused on the theme:
"Breastfeeding for a
Sustainable Start in Life; Let’s
Strengthen Practices." The
program raised awareness
about crucial early nutritional
practices, such as initiating
breastfeeding (including colos-
trum feeding) within the first
hour of birth, exclusive breast-
feeding for six months, and
ensuring 10 to 12 feeds daily
(including 2-3 night feeds).
Practical techniques, such as
the 'cross-cradle hold, were
demonstrated; mothers had
the opportunity to clear their
doubts and practice these
methods. The program also

provided information on com-
plementary feeding using
bowls and spoons after the
infant turned six months old.
Leaflets regarding 'minimum
dietary diversity' were distrib-
uted, emphasizing the impor-
tance of including at least
eight essential food groups in
the child's diet until the age of
two. The diet included breast
milk, grains, starchy tubers,
pulses, seeds, dairy products,
meat, eggs, and a variety of
colorful fruits and vegetables.
Emphasizing the importance
of maternal nutrition, the par-
ticipating mothers were
served a healthy meal consist-
ing of millet khichdi prepared
with assorted vegetables and

ghee, alongside sweets made
from jaggery, seeds, and oil-
seeds. The event was orga-
nized under the guidance of
Dr. Y. Padmashree (Professor
and Head, Department of
Community Medicine) and
Professor Dr. V.B. Srividya,
with the collaboration of Dr. T.
Tulasi Madhuri (Chairperson
of the Women Empowerment
Cell and Professor & Head of
Pharmacology) and WEC
member Dr. Anjani Devi.
Participants included
GIMSR faculty, senior resi-
dents, and medical social
workers, as well as ICDS
Supervisor Saritha, ANMs,
ASHA  workers, and
Anganwadi teachers.
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Professor Jayashankar Birth Anniversary
Celebrations at District Police Office: SP Dr.
Vineeth, IPS Pays Rich Tributes

NARAYANPET, AUGUST 6
(TSIT):The birth anniversa-
ry of Professor Kothapalli
Jayashankar—the  great
visionary who laid a strong
ideological foundation for
the formation of Telangana
state and voiced the aspira-
tions of its people to the
world—was celebrated on a
grand scale across

Narayanpet district.As part
of the celebrations, a formal
event was organized at the
District  Police  Office.
Narayanpet District
Superintendent of Police
(SP), Dr. Vineeth, IPS, paid
rich tributes to the ideologue
by garlanding his portrait.
Not Just an Activist, But a
Great Educationist:
SPSpeaking on the occasion,
the District SP praised
Professor Jayashankar, stat-
ing that he dedicated his
entire life to the rights, self-
respect, social justice, and
equitable development of the
people of Telangana.

Jayashankar's Role in Telangana
Movement Remembered.

Mancherial, Aug. 6, TSIT :
District Collector Kumar
Deepak on Thursday said
that Acharya Kothapalli
Jayashankar played a pivot-
al role in the Telangana
statehood movement and
inspired generations
through his vision and com-
mitment.

Paying floral tributes to
Jayashankar's portrait at
the Integrated District
Offices Complex in Naspur
on the occasion of his birth
anniversary, the Collector
said Jayashankar united the
people of Telangana and
made significant contribu-
tions to the movement for a
separate State. He called
upon citizens to work collec-
tively towards fulfilling the
ideals of the late ideologue

and building a model
Telangana.

Earlier, the Collector,
along with Additional
Collector P. Chandraiah and
other district officials, par-
ticipated in the
Vanamahotsavam pro-
gramme and planted sap-
lings, urging people to take
responsibility for protecting
the environment by planting
and nurturing trees.

Telangana

Governance with people’s aspirations as priority

Paleru (Khammam):
Implementing welfare
and development pro-
grammes swiftly in
line with people’s aspi-
rations is the primary
objective of the peo-
ple’s government, said
Telangana Revenue,
Housing and
Information & Public
Relations  Minister
Ponguleti  Srinivas
Reddy. Accompanied
by District Collector
Divakar T.S., the min-
ister toured
Kusumanchi mandal
on Thursday and laid
foundation stones for
various development
works at an estimated
cost of Rs 6.74 crore.
The works include
BT roads from
Eswaramadaram to
Bhadruthanda and
Tallagadda Thanda, a
high-level bridge at
Choutapalli and an

R&B BT road at
Lingaram Thanda.
Ponguleti said

Telangana was the
only state in the coun-
try providing free fine
rice to every ration-
card holder, with each
beneficiary receiving
six kg every month. He

said the government
had sanctioned eight
lakh Indiramma hous-
es and that the selec-
tion process for the
second phase would
begin shortly.

He said Rythu
Bharosa funds had
already been credited

to farmers and a bonus
of Rs 500 per quintal
was being provided for
fine paddy. The land
re-survey in the Palair
constituency was pro-
gressing rapidly and
genuine farmers would
be issued valid patta-
dar passbooks after
the cancellation of fake
ones, he said.

At Lingaram
Thanda, the minister
interacted with farm-
ers and personally
ploughed a field using
a bullock-drawn
plough. Earlier, at
Eswaramadaram, he
distributed three
months’ free fine rice
to beneficiaries at a
fair-price shop.
Beneficiaries
expressed happiness
over the improved
quality of the rice and
said they were now
using it at home.

Collector pays tribute to Prot. Jayashankar

Interstate Vehicle Thief Held,
Rs.10 Lakh Vehicles Recovered

Ola cab driver whose
Swift Dzire was stolen
near Mangol Crossroads
on July 3. During investi-
gation, police analyzed
CCTV footage and techni-
cal evidence to trace and
arrest the accused.

Siddipet, Aug. 6:
Kukunoorpally  Police
under the Siddipet
Commissionerate arrest-
ed an interstate vehicle
thief and recovered three

trict,
lone cab and taxi drivers
by hiring them for long-
distance trips. He would
ask drivers to stop at iso-
lated locations for food or

Police recovered a Swift
Dzire, Toyota Etios, and
Enfield Hunter
motorcycle, all reported
stolen in separate cases
across Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh.

The accused reported-
ly confessed to involve-
ment in multiple vehicle
theft cases across several
police station limits and
was remanded to judicial
custody. Siddipet Police
Commissioner Rashmi
Perumal appreciated the
investigation team for
successfully solving the

Royal

allegedly targeted

stolen vehicles worth restand flee with the vehi-
around Rs.10 lakh. cle when they stepped

The accused, identified away. case.
as Pendyala Sudarshan The arrest was made fol-

(32) of Nagarkurnool dis-

lowing a complaint by an

LIC Q1 FY27 Profit Rises
23%, VNB Surges 61%

Mumbai, Aug. 6: State-
owned Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC)
on Thursday reported a
22.81% year-on-year rise in
net profit to Rs.13,492 crore
for the first quarter of
FY2026-27, driven by
strong growth in new busi-
ness and improved mar-
gins.
LIC's total premium
income increased 6.75% to
Rs.1,27,250 crore, while
individual new business
premium rose 14.48% to
Rs.14,351 crore. The insur-
er's Value of New Business
(VNB) jumped 61.32% to
Rs.3,136 crore, with the
VNB margin improving to
22.9% from 15.4% a year
ago.

The corporation main-
tained its leadership in the

life insurance sector with
an overall market share of
60.10% based on first-year
premium income. Its
Assets Under Management
(AUM) grew 4.10% to
Rs.59.39 lakh crore, while
the solvency ratio
improved to 2.42 from 2.17.

LIC sold 31.02 lakh indi-
vidual policies during the
quarter, a 2.06% increase
over the corresponding
period last year. CEO &
MD R. Doraiswamy said
the strong performance
reflects the success of LIC's
product diversification
and distribution strategy,
adding that the insurer
will celebrate its 70th anni-
versary on September 1,
2026, with more innova-
tive product launches
planned.

Jogulamba

to utilize

erment.

TSIT. District Collector
Rizwan Basha Shaik has
urged members of Women
Self-Help Groups (SHGs)
interest-free
loans effectively by taking
up sustainable livelihood
activities and income-gen-
erating enterprises to
achieve economic empow-

Addressing the Stree
Nidhi District Committee
Review Meeting held at
the IDOC Conference Hall
on Thursday, the Collector
said that although sub-
stantial interest-free loans
are being extended every
year to SHGs through

Jogulamba Gadwal, Aug. 6:
District Collector Priyanka
paid floral tributes to
Telangana ideologue Prof.
Kothapalli Jayashankar on
his birth anniversary during
a programme organized by
the BC Welfare Department
at the Prajavani Hall in the
District Collectorate on
Thursday.Speaking on the
occasion, the Collector
described Prof. Jayashankar
as a visionary leader

who dedicated his life to

achieving Telangana

Collector Urges SHGS to

Use Loans Productively

Gadwal

being utilized.
He advised women

allied  industries

nomic development.

SERP and MEPMA, there
is a need to assess how
effectively these funds are

move beyond small-scale
businesses and focus on
manufacturing products
that have strong market
demand by adopting inno-
vative and entrepreneur-
ial approaches. He stressed
the importance of encour-
aging SHGs to participate
in sectors such as poultry,
dairy, fisheries, and other

enhance their income and
contribute to rural eco- ress

The Collector also sug-

gested that women SHG
members in remote
areas with limited pub-
lic transportation facili-
ties should consider
purchasing electric
auto-rickshaws, mini
vans, and other trans-
port vehicles to gener-
ate sustainable liveli-
hoods.He directed offi-
cials not to limit loan
assistance only to
to older SHGs but to
ensure that members
of Sneha Committees
and other eligible
groups also receive
interest-free loans to
improve their employ-
ment opportunities.
Community
Coordinators (CCs)
and Assistant Project
Managers  (APMs)
to were instructed to
make significant prog-
in expanding
access to such finan-
cial assistance.

Grand Arrangements Planned for Independence
Day Celebrations on Augl5: Collector Khushboo

Mahabubnagar, August 6
(TSIT Bureau): District
Collector Khushboo Gupta
has directed all depart-
ments to make comprehen-
sive arrangements for the
grand celebration of the
79th Independence Day on
August 15.

On Thursday, the
Collector chaired a review
meeting with district offi-
cials at the Collectorate
Conference Hall to discuss
the preparatory arrange-
mentsfortheIndependence
Day celebrations. She
instructed all departments
to discharge their assigned
responsibilities with prop-
er coordination and ensure
that the event is conducted
without any shortcomings.

The Collector directed
the Municipal
Commissioner to ensure
adequate drinking water
and sanitation facilities at
the parade ground. She
instructed the District
Chief Planning Officer to
prepare the Chief Guest's
address highlighting the
district's developmental
achievements. The Deputy
Executive Engineer of the
Information Department
was asked to arrange a

proper public address sys-
tem, while the Horticulture
Department was directed
to decorate the stage with
flowers.

She further instructed
all departments to set up
tableaux and exhibition
stalls showcasing various
government welfare and
development programmes.
Education Department
officials were directed to
organize cultural perfor-
mances by students reflect-
ing national integration
and patriotism.

The Revenue Divisional
Officer (RDO) was instruct-
ed to make proper shami-
ana and seating arrange-
ments to ensure the conve-
nience of public represen-
tatives, officials, students,
and the general public

attending the celebra-
tions. The Electricity
Department was direct-
ed to ensure uninter-
rupted power supply,
while the District
Medical and Health
Officer was instructed to
establish medical camps
at the venue for emer-
gency healthcare servic-
es. The Fire Department
was also directed to keep
fire tenders on standby.

The Collector instruct-
ed all departments to
submit, by August 10,
the names of two employ-
ees from each depart-
ment who have rendered
outstanding services
over the past two years
for the presentation of
commendation certifi-
cates during the

statehood. She said his con-
tributions to the Telangana
movement were invaluable
and that his thoughts, writ-
ings, and research continue
to inspire future generations.
The programme was attend-
ed by SDC Rajender Goud,
AO Anil Kumar, BC Welfare
Officer Abdul Khaleel, DPRO
Rasheed, and other district
officials and employees.
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TRP pays tribute
to Prof.
Jayashankar

Jogulamba Gadwal, Aug. 6
(TSIT): The Telangana
Rajyadhikara Party (TRP),
Jogulamba Gadwal district
unit, paid tributes to
Telangana ideologue Prof.
Kothapalli Jayashankar on
his birth anniversary and
called upon people to uphold
his ideals.Addressing a com-
memorative meeting, TRP
district president Morugu
Veeresh described Prof.
Jayashankar as the ideolog-
ical architect of the
Telangana  movement,
whose research and advoca-
cy laid the foundation for
the state's formation. He
said Jayashankar scientifi-
cally highlighted the injus-
tices faced by Telangana in
education, employment,
irrigation, and fund alloca-
tion, and consistently
advocated a separate state
through democratic and
constitutional means.TRP
leaders recalled his role in
shaping the Telangana
movement and inspiring
generations of students,
farmers, employees, and
intellectuals. Floral trib-
utes were paid to his por-
trait, and the party reiter-
ated its commitment to
social justice and the
empowerment of back-
ward classes.
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EDITORIAL

Who Controls The
Conversation? Meta,

Algorithmic Power And
India’s Democracy

Recent developments surrounding Meta's content amplifi-
cation practices have raised serious questions about the
role of global technology platforms in shaping political dis-
course in India. Admissions made by the company, coupled
with Parliamentary scrutiny, have intensified concerns
over whether certain campaigns received artificial amplifi-
cation far beyond their organic reach. If political visibility
is determined not by genuine public engagement but by
opaque algorithmic intervention or paid amplification, it
fundamentally alters the democratic information ecosys-
tem. The issue is no longer about social media marketing;
it is about transparency, accountability, and the possibility
of foreign influence over India's political processes.

Questions Meta Must Answer

Several critical questions remain unanswered.

Why did Meta allegedly fail to disclose when content linked
to the CJP campaign was being amplified, despite concerns
reportedly raised before the Parliamentary Committee?
What are the internal criteria that determine when Meta
boosts political content? Who authorises such interven-
tions? If amplification is linked to commercial arrange-
ments, who funded these campaigns, and what safeguards
exist to prevent financial influence over political narra-
tives? If Meta's recommendation systems disproportionate-
ly amplified narratives targeting the elected Modi
Government, was this merely an automated outcome, or
did it reflect conscious editorial or algorithmic choices?
These are not merely technical questions. They go to the
heart of whether a private multinational platform can
influence political opinion without transparency or
accountability.

Parliamentary Scrutiny Has Intensified

The matter has already moved beyond public debate into
institutional scrutiny

Meta was previously summoned by the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) over the
takedown of a video involving Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Since then, the Parliamentary Committee has report-
edly escalated the matter by seeking a personal apology
from Mark Zuckerberg within a stipulated timeframe and
warning that continued non-compliance could invite a
review of Meta's Safe Harbour protections. If such protec-
tions are revisited, platform executives could potentially
face direct legal liability under Indian law for content mod-
eration decisions and platform conduct.

Equally significant is what Meta has not explained.
Questions surrounding the functioning of its recommenda-
tion systems and the criteria governing political amplifica-
tion reportedly remain unanswered before the
Parliamentary panel. That silence only deepens concerns
over how political content is prioritised and whether exter-
nal commercial or institutional influences play any role.

A Global Pattern of Algorithmic Concerns

The questions confronting Meta today are not unique to
India. Across several countries, the company has faced
allegations that its systems have selectively amplified some
political narratives while suppressing others.

Edit
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From Kathmandu, With Care: Lessons
For India From Nepal's Gen Z Movement

As youth protests culminated
in a Parliament March in New
Delhi in the third week of
July, and as reels of young
protesters went viral on social
media, most Nepalis were
watching the developments in
India with a sense of dread:
What will happen to the gov-
ernment of Narendra Modi?
Most Nepalis had one
(expressed or unexpressed)
wish: May what happened in
Nepal on September 9 never
happen in India. Why did
Nepalis think so? Why did
they wish what they wished?
As people sharing an affinity
with India on multiple levels
and in multiple layers,
Nepalis have always wished
well for India and the Indian
people. But the reason they
had that particular wish is
because of their own lived
experience of youth protests
and the events that followed.
Few may have thought the
protests of September 8, 2025,
called by the Gen Zs, would
spiral into a mammoth mass
agitation. The common feel-
ing among the people at large,
who had full support for the
anti-corruption protests, was
that the demonstration would
be peaceful, and the nation
would return to business as
usual on September 9. That
was not meant to be. The
protests were an expression of
pent-up frustration against
malgovernance, which had
been building for years.
Students from schools, col-
leges, and universities were
ready to hit the streets if that
would help hold the govern-
ment - thought to be thorough-
ly corrupt and utterly insensi-
tive to the youth's voice - to
account. It would probably
have ended up that way too.
But when protesting youth
clashed with police personnel
in Kathmandu on September
8, the first day of the protest,
and the police opened fire, the
protest took a deadly, ugly
turn. Young students were
shot; over a dozen of them died
while undergoing treatment
in hospitals. Curfews failed to
deter the angry youths, and

the government ministers
showed no sign of reassuring
them that their genuine con-
cerns would be addressed.
Instead, government minis-
ters, including the Prime
Minister of the day, continued
to speak of the Gen Z protest-
ers in denigrating terms. It
was, therefore, evident that
the protest would continue on
September 9 and that it would
turn violent. But that it would
burn down the nation was
beyond anyone's imagination.
What happened on September
9 was something that Nepal
had never witnessed in its his-
tory-the total breakdown of
law and order. Police posts,
the houses of political leaders,
Singha Durbar (the Rana-era
palace that houses the admin-
istrative offices of the
Government of Nepal), the
Supreme Court, the
Parliament building, minis-
ters' quarters, hotels and
supermarkets were attacked,
vandalised, looted or set
ablaze. The nation had fallen
apart; anarchy had been
loosed upon Nepal, it seemed.
Anyone who witnessed any of
this would break down in
tears. Amid this moment of
chaos, arson attacks, looting

and vandalism, just anybody's
house could be burnt down,
just any leader could be
chased away from his
dwelling place, anybody could
be killed. Common people
prayed for peace and for the
restoration of law and order.
The situation began to nor-
malise after the Nepal Army
appealed for calm and was
mobilised to restore order.
The rest, as they say, is histo-
ry: the resignation of Prime
Minister KP Oli, the forma-
tion of an interim government
under the leadership of for-
mer Chief Justice Sushila
Karki, the announcement of
elections for the House of
Representatives, the then
serving Mayor of Kathmandu
Metropolitan City Balendra
Shah joining the Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP), the
RSP emerging as the largest
force, and the formation of the
government under the leader-
ship of Balendra Shah.
Wounds And Scars The
deaths of September 8 and the
vandalism, arson attacks,
deaths and destruction of
September 9 not only left a
deep scar on the country's
image of peace and harmony
but also challenged the long-

held notion that Nepal and
Nepalis are fundamentally
peaceful, with no animosity or
ill feeling towards anyone.
Neither the political parties
that were in power at the time
nor the youths who led the
protests have been able to
come to terms with the trau-
ma of loss and destruction.
While the old guard lives with
the guilt of its apathy towards
the legitimate concerns raised
by the youths, its insensitivity
and lack of readiness to
address their demands, and
the repercussions of what a
ban on social media platforms
would entail for the youth,
many now believe that an ear-
lier political response-a call
for talks by the Prime
Minister, young leaders of the
ruling parties mediating talks
between the government and
the Gen Zs, and some reassur-
ing words from people in
power-would possibly have
reduced the risks of violence.
Maybe the chaos of September
9 would not have followed;
maybe the nation would not
have been inflicted with such
pain and loss. On their part,
those who led the protests (the
majority of whom are leading
the government today) have

answers to why they had to hit
the streets on September 8, but
they have no reasonable justi-
fication for the anarchy that
followed the next day. The two
sides blame each other for the
incidents of September 8 and
9. Questions of accountability
for both the violence and the
destruction are avoided by
both sides as far as possible.
At times, some political actors
of the pre-September 8 order
point to conspiracy theories
that the whole episode was
orchestrated by 'foreign ele-
ments' bent on destabilising
not only Nepal but the whole
of South Asia (implying India
as well), but these claims are
difficult to substantiate with
the available evidence.
Message to India Some argue
that India's situation is incom-
parable to that of Nepal. True,
but not entirely. Nepal's Gen Z
protests were fuelled by years
of malgovernance that had
gnawed at the nation to its
core, a lack of accountability,
corruption and a lack of
opportunities for the youth.
The frustration had reached a
boiling point; the govern-
ment's decision to ban 26
social media platforms acted
as a trigger that unleashed it.

In India, the NEET paper
leaks and controversial
remarks by a Supreme Court
judge appear to have worked
as a catalyst in uniting the
youth in protest. In India, the
restraint shown by the youth
helped keep much of the
movement peaceful, and the
security forces appear to have
acted with restraint, although
allegations of excessive force
have emerged. The resigna-
tion of Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, inter-
preted as a 'victory' by protest-
ers, led the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) to call off the
immediate protests, but the
possibility of their resump-
tion still remains. Youths in
India and Nepal have com-
mon aspirations: They want
jobs, they want transparency,
accountable government, cor-
ruption-free governance, they
want to be heard, they want
results, and they want the gov-
ernment to safeguard their
future in their own homes.
When their expectations are
not met, when they feel that
the government is treating
them unfairly, when corrup-
tion, or the perception of cor-
ruption, becomes rampant,
they can resort to protests and
demonstrations. Needless to
say, Nepal and India differ sig-
nificantly in size, economic
structures and political
dynamics. Yet the dynamics
of youth movements and the
government response offer
valuable lessons for each
other. First, when the youth
rise and speak out, the govern-
ment must listen before anger
becomes rage. Undermining
their voices and denigrating
them can be costly. On their
part, the youth need to be cog-
nisant that governance is
about process, the govern-
ment has limitations, and it is
not always possible to address
all of their demands.
Maturity, tolerance, reason
and the ability to listen to the
other side are the hallmarks of
leadership. Second, institu-
tions and the way they func-
tion can be flawed. But they
need reform.

I WANT EVERYTHING IN THE VILLAGE,
BUT I DON'T WANT THE VILLAGE

- Dr. Priyanka Saurabh education and healthcare.

Today,

when the entire

nation's

food security.

"We want everything from
the village, but not the vil-
lage itself." This isn't a sim-
ple statement, but rather a
fitting depiction of the
changing mindset of modern
Indian society. We talk about
pure village milk, praise desi
ghee, are willing to pay more
to buy organic grains, con-
sider village fruits and veg-
etables the foundation of
health, and identify village
culture, folk songs, folk
dances, and traditional life
as our identity. But when it
comes to living in the village
itself, most people want to
distance themselves from it.
This contradiction is not just
a question of lifestyle, but
also of our concept of devel-
opment. For centuries, India
has been called a country of
villages. Even today, a large
population lives in rural
areas. Our economy is
founded on agriculture, and
agriculture is impossible
without villages. Yet, ironi-
cally, while village products
are respected, villages them-
selves suffer neglect. We
seek to take everything from
villages, yet we fall short in
providing them with the
respect, facilities, and oppor-
tunities they deserve. Today,
there's a huge market for
"organic" in cities. Village
wheat, millet, mustard oil,
local pulses, and fresh veg-
etables sell at high prices.
People consider village
honey, local jaggery, and
coarse grains to be healthy.
But the lives of the farmers
who produce these products
are often filled with strug-
gles. The children of the
same farmers whose hard
work fills the plates of urban
residents are forced to
migrate to cities for better

Rural life's greatest asset has
been its social connections.
The entire village stood
together as one family,
through joys and sorrows.
Weddings, festivals, har-
vests, or times of crisis—
every occasion symbolized
togetherness. Today, in
urban life, people seek this
same sense of belonging.
People living in large apart-
ments don't even know their
neighbors. Meanwhile, the
village square, the shade of
the peepal tree, and group
conversations are slowly fad-
ing into memory. We praise
that intimacy, but do noth-
ing to preserve it. The search
for education and employ-
ment has accelerated the
migration of youth from vil-
lages. This migration is not
only economic but also cul-
tural. Educated youth con-
sider settling in cities a suc-
cess. Returning to villages is
seen as a symbol of back-
wardness. As a result, more
elderly people, women, and
children remain in villages,
while the energy of young
people is being expended in
cities. If quality education,
modern healthcare, indus-
try, and respectable employ-
ment were available in vil-
lages, a large number of peo-
ple would choose to remain
in their villages. It's also true
that villages face many chal-
lenges. Lack of basic ameni-
ties like education, health,
transportation, internet,
drinking water, sanitation,
and employment is still evi-
dent in many areas.
Problems like social evils,
caste discrimination, and
conservatism also persist. It's
important to acknowledge
these shortcomings, but the
solution lies not in fleeing vil-
lages, but in improving them.

world is grappling with an
environmental crisis, the
importance of villages
increases even more. Clean
air, open fields, trees, water
sources, and a life in harmo-
ny with nature are the hall-
marks of villages. In cities,
people seek to experience
nature by building artificial
parks, whereas in villages,
nature is a natural part of
life. If we expand cities with-
out preserving villages,
future generations will only
see natural life in books and
pictures. The COVID-19 pan-
demic also reminded us of
the importance of villages.
When economic activity in
cities ground to a halt, mil-
lions of people returned to
their villages. Villages pro-
vided them with shelter,
food, and the opportunity to
rebuild their lives. It became
clear then that villages are
not just geographical enti-
ties, but also society's
strongest security system in
times of crisis. Today, the
need is not just to create
rural development plans, but
to change the mindset of
development. The need is not
to turn villages into cities,
but to integrate them with
modern amenities while
retaining their unique char-
acteristics. Good roads, qual-
ity schools, digital connectiv-
ity, modern hospitals, agri-
culture-based  industries,
skill development, and local
employment—these are the
true foundations of rural
development. If opportuni-
ties exist in villages, migra-
tion will naturally decrease.
We must also inculcate
respect for villages in our
education system. Children
must understand that farm-
ing is not just a profession,
but the foundation of the

Farmers are not only food
providers but also environ-
mental protectors. Villages
are not just places to live, but
the very source of our civi-
lization and culture. The
media and entertainment
industry also play a signifi-
cant role in this. Villages are
often portrayed as either
extremely backward or
merely romanticized. The
real village is different from
both these images. It offers
struggles and possibilities; it
also offers tradition and the
desire for change. Only a bal-
anced portrayal can foster a
positive perspective in socie-
ty. The government, society,
and the private sector must
work together to strengthen
the rural economy. Villages
can become self-reliant by
promoting agriculture, ani-
mal husbandry, beekeeping,
fisheries, cottage industries,
rural tourism, and handi-
crafts. Digital technology and
e-commerce can help rural
products reach consumers
directly. This will increase
the income of farmers and
rural entrepreneurs and cre-
ate new employment oppor-
tunities in villages. A village
is defined not only by its
farms but also by its culture.
Respect for elders, collec-
tivism, cooperation, sensi-
tivity to nature, and simplic-
ity—these values remain the
village's greatest strengths
even today. Modernity does-
n't mean abandoning these
values, but rather advanc-
ing them in step with the
times. If we lose these values
in the race for development,
even economic prosperity
will fail to bring us mental
satisfaction. Society must
recognize that cities and vil-
lages are not competitors,
but complementary.

Parliamentary Deadlock and Democracy:
When Will the Culture of Dialogue Return?

Saurabh Varshney

The greatest strength of
Indian democracy lies in its
Parliament. Parliament is not
merely a platform for enact-
ing laws; it is the supreme
democratic institution that
shapes the aspirations and
problems of the people and
determines the nation's future
direction. Here, both the rul-
ing party and the opposition
sit as representatives of the
people. The ruling party
arrives with a mandate to gov-
ern, while the opposition ful-
fills the constitutional respon-
sibility of reviewing govern-
ment policies, offering criti-
cism, and suggesting neces-
sary reforms. Democracy is
strengthened when
Parliament functions smooth-
ly; conversely, when it falls
prey to persistent deadlock,
not only is the House's time
wasted, but public trust also
begins to erode. In recent
years, deadlocks over various
issues have been witnessed in
almost every parliamentary
session. At times, the opposi-
tion demands a discussion on
a specific subject, while at
other times, the government
accuses the opposition of pre-
venting the House from func-
tioning. The consequences
include the adjournment of
Question Hour, the passing of
bills without comprehensive
debate, and the wastage of
crores of rupees worth of pub-
lic time and resources. While
differences of opinion are nat-
ural in a democracy, the very
soul of democracy is wounded
when these differences trans-
form into confrontation
rather than dialogue. Uproar
in Parliament is nothing new.
Indian parliamentary history
has witnessed heated debates,
protests, and disruptions to
proceedings on numerous

occasions. However, the past
also saw extensive and seri-
ous deliberations. The opposi-
tion would hold the govern-
ment accountable, the govern-
ment would respond, and ulti-
mately, the facts would be laid
before the public. Today, the
situation is such that slogan-
shouting has replaced debate,
and political strategy has sup-
planted dialogue. This under-
mines the dignity of
Parliament. The role of the
opposition is of paramount
importance in a democracy.
The opposition exists not
merely to oppose the govern-
ment but to present alterna-
tive perspectives. It is the
opposition's duty to check the
government if it makes a
flawed decision, to raise pub-
lic grievances in the House,
and to ensure accountability.
Conversely, the government
has aresponsibility tolisten to
the opposition, facilitate dis-
cussions on critical issues,
and proceed by taking
Parliament into confidence. If
both sides fail to balance their
respective responsibilities,
democracy is weakened.
Today, numerous significant
subjects await discussion in
Parliament. Issues such as
unemployment, inflation,
farmers' concerns, education,
healthcare, national security,
border disputes, digital crime,
environmental conservation,
judicial reforms, the chal-
lenges of artificial intelli-
gence, and economic inequali-
ty demand comprehensive
debate. Unfortunately, one
often witnesses more political
recrimination than serious
deliberation on these matters.
The public sends representa-
tives to Parliament not to
shout slogans, but to find solu-
tions. Respecting parliamen-
tary traditions is a prerequi-
site for a robust democracy.

Millions of people watch the
live broadcast of parliamen-
tary  proceedings. The
younger generation learns
from their representatives
how dissent is expressed with-
in a democracy. If the scene in
Parliament is one of constant
uproar, slogan-shouting, and
disorder, the culture of dia-
logue in society also weakens.
Democracy signifies not just
majority rule, but also respect
for dissent. A serious question
also arises: who pays the price
for the repeated wastage of
Parliament's precious time?
Running Parliament costs
crores of rupees daily; this
money comes from the hard-
earned income of taxpayers.
When House proceedings are
adjourned without any mean-
ingful discussion, it results
not only in financial loss but
also in a loss of democratic
accountability. The public
expects its representatives to
utilize every minute in the
public interest. Adequate dis-
cussion on bills is a funda-
mental requirement of democ-
racy. Any law impacts society
for years to come. If bills are
passed without sufficient
debate, numerous practical
difficulties may arise in the
future. The more transparent
and well-considered the law-
making process, the more
effective and acceptable the
laws will be. Therefore, the
government should allow the
opposition ample time to dis-
cuss important bills, and the
opposition, in turn, should
participate in the debate by
offering constructive sugges-
tions. The role of the media is
also crucial in this context. If
the media prioritizes political
confrontation while failing to
give adequate coverage to
serious parliamentary
debates, political parties will
also prioritize headline-grab-

bing politics. In a democracy,
the media's responsibility
extends beyond merely high-
lighting controversies; it also
involves fostering meaningful
discourse on policies, laws,
and issues of public interest.
Political polarization is anoth-
er reason for the deadlock in
Parliament. Today, ideologi-
cal differences between politi-
cal parties appear to have
transcended reasonable lim-
its, evolving into personal and
entrenched animosity. While
electoral competition is essen-
tial in a democracy, national
interest must take precedence
once elections are over. In
Parliament, the ruling party
and the opposition may be
rivals, but they are not ene-
mies. If the sentiment of
"country first, politics later"
takes root, solutions to many
problems will emerge natural-
ly. India is the world's largest
democracy. Many developing
nations regard India's parlia-
mentary system as a model.
Consequently, the conduct of
our Parliament sends a mes-
sage not only to the nation but
to the global community as
well. If Parliament becomes
synonymous with constant
deadlock, it will tarnish
India's democratic image.
Therefore, every Member of
Parliament bears the respon-
sibility of rising above person-
al and partisan interests to ful-
fill their national obligations.
To make Parliament more
effective, certain practical
reforms should also be consid-
ered. Regular all-party meet-
ings should be held, efforts
should be made to build con-
sensus on contentious issues
beforehand, parliamentary
committees should be further
empowered, and the dignity of
Question Hour and Zero Hour
must be upheld under all cir-
cumstances.
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KITS Warangal Organized KVIC People's
Education Programme Competitions

Hanumakonda, TSIT
Kakatiya Institute of
Technology & Science,
Warangal(KITSW) the
Literary and Extramural
Club, in association with the
Swami Vivekananda Birth
Anniversary Celebrations
(SVBC) Club, successfully
organized the Essay Writing
and Elocution Competitions
under the People's Education
Programme of the Khadi
and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC) KITS
Warangal Campus told by
the Principal Prof. K.
Ashoka Reddy.

On this occasion the chief
uest, honorable MLC,
Chairperson, Surabhi
Vanidevi highlighted the
importance of Vavilala
khadi gramodyoga mission.
The competitions aimed to
create awareness among
students about Khadi, rural
entrepreneurship,
Gandhian ideology, self-reli-

ance, and employment
opportunities through vil-
lage industries, while also
encouraging effective com-
munication, critical think-
ing, and creative expression.

The event witnessed an
enthusiastic participation of
155 students from various
departments of the institu-
tion. The competitions pro-
vided a platform for students
to express their views on
rural development and
nation-building while
enhancing their public

speaking and writing skills.

On this occasion the guest
of honor, Director, KVIC,
Telangana, Dr. Lanka Manoj
highlighted that every stu-
dent wears khadi clothes in
their life at least once in a
week.

The importance of small
scale industries and oppor-
tunities created by them. He
also introduced waste to
health components, Pottery,
biodegradable materials,
foodware, honey extraction,
tamarind industry, turmer-

AICC headquarters 1s like a
temple: Ramakrishna

New Delhi, Aug. 6 (TSIT):
Senior Congress leader and
Ramakrishna Charitable
Trust Chairman Dr.
Perumandla Ramakrishna on
Thursday described the All
India Congress Committee
(AICC) headquarters in New
Delhi as "like a temple" for
millions of Congress workers
across the country.

Speaking to the media after
paying a courtesy visit to MP
Vem Narender Reddy and

senior Congress leader
Koppula Raju, Dr.
Ramakrishna said the

Congress has consistently
worked for the welfare of the
poor, farmers, workers,
youth, students, women,
senior citizens, and marginal-
ized sections of society.

He said the party remains
committed to inclusive devel-
opment, social justice, and
the protection of constitution-

Telangana

ic powder industry and min-
eral based industry.

According to the
Principal Prof. K. Ashoka
Reddy, A new B. tech pro-
gram is introduced ECV-
VLSI(Design & Technology)
based on the mission of
semiconductor policy by
the central Government.
We are imparting start-up
skills and entrepreneur-
ship skills for the benefit of
the students. The Vice pres-
ident of KITS Warangal and
Secretary, Vavilala Khadi
Gramodyoga Pratishthan,
Vodithala Kishan Rao gave
the presidential remarks.
He advised the student
community It is time to
enter the software to tradi-
tional sector programs like
'Digni Tea'. For the Khadi
projects under MSME-
SFURTI schemes providing
2.5 to 5 crores for the real
world problems through
start-ups.

MLA Veerlapalli Shankar
Pays Tribute to Gaddar

RANGAREDDY (TSIT)
Shadnagar MLA
Veerlapalli Shankar on
Wednesday paid floral
tributes to legendary
balladeer and Telangana
movement icon Gaddar

on his death anniversa-
ry at the Mandal
Parishad office in
Shadnagar.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Veerlapalli
Shankar said Gaddar’s
songs inspired genera-
tions and played a key
role in the Telangana

Minister Sridhar Babu Calls for Intensive

Graduate Voter Enrolment Drive

al values. Dr. Ramakrishna
also praised Rahul Gandhi,

Mallikarjun Kharge, Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy,
MP Vem Narender Reddy,
and other senior Congress

leaders for their contribu-
tions to the nation's progress.
He reaffirmed that the
Congress would continue
working for the welfare of all

sections of society.

TGCSB Launches ‘Suraksha Ka Tiranga’
Cyber Safety Campaign Across Telangana

Hyderabad,
TSIT:Telangana Cyber
Security Bureau (T'GCSB)
has launched 'Suraksha
Ka Tiranga Towards a
Cyber Independent
Telangana', a month-long
statewide cyber safety
awareness campaign to
mark National Cyber
Jagrukta Diwas and
India's Independence Day
celebrations.

The campaign was for-
mally inaugurated at the
Integrated Command and
Control Centre (ICCC),
Hyderabad, by Director
General of Police & Head
of Police Force C.V. Anand
in the presence of Shikha
Goel Principal Secretary
to  Government and
Director, TGCSB, along
with senior police offi-
cials.Inspired by the
National Tricolour, the
initiative promotes three
key messages Saffron: Be

Alert, White: Be Aware,
and Green: Be Safe &
Secure encouraging citi-

zens to adopt safe digital
practices and remain vigi-
lant against cyber threats.

Hyderabad, TSIT:
Telangana Information
Technology and Industries
Minister D. Sridhar Babu
on Thursday urged
Congress leaders and
party workers to accord
the highest priority to
enrolling eligible gradu-
ates as voters for the forth-
coming Hyderabad-Ranga
Reddy-Mahabubnagar
Graduates' MLC election.
Addressing a meeting of
senior Congress leaders
from the erstwhile Ranga
Reddy district at
Mailardevpally, the
Minister reviewed elec-
tion preparedness and the

progress of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls across
Assembly constituencies.
He directed party func-
tionaries to intensify
booth-level coordination
and organise awareness
campaigns to ensure max-
imum graduate voter reg-
istration. = Corporation
chairpersons, Assembly
and Parliament constitu-
ency in-charges, and
District Congress
Committee presidents
were instructed to closely
monitor the enrolment
process and achieve the
targets set by the party.

Kavitha Launches Social Justice Campaign
Demands 50% BC Reservation

Hyderabad,TSIT: TRS chief
Kalvakuntla Kavitha on
Thursday launched the
"Samajika Nyaya Telangana
Sankalpa" campaign, calling for
50 per cent reservation for
Backward Classes (BCs) in leg-
islative bodies and urging the
Centre to clear the pending BC
reservation Bill at the earliest.

Addressing a massive gather-
ing at the Samajika Nyaya
Telangana Sankalpa Sabha,
organised by Telangana
Rakshana Sena at the
Saroornagar Indoor Stadium,
Kavitha said the movement
would continue until social jus-
tice was achieved for all margin-
alised communities.

She asserted that social jus-
tice was essential for strength-
ening democracy and said she
was committed to working for
the empowerment of BCs, SCs,
STs, minorities, women and
other disadvantaged sections.
"My birth was not in my hands,
but whom I work for is my

GOVERNMENT WILL STAND BY SRINIVAS REDDY'S FAMILY ENSURE
JUSTICE MINISTER KOMATIREDDY VENKAT REDDY

Hyderabad, TSIT: Roads
& Buildings and
Cinematography Minister
Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy on Thursday
assured full support to the
family of contractor and
former Vice-MPP late
Bandari Srinivas Reddy,
stating that the Telangana
Government would stand
firmly by the bereaved
family and ensure justice.

The Minister visited
Srinivas Reddy's residence
at Vanasthalipuram in
Hyderabad, where he paid
floral tributes to the
deceased and conveyed his
heartfelt condolences to
the family members.

Speaking to the media,
Komatireddy described
Srinivas Reddy as a
respected contractor who

had provided employment
to nearly 200 people
through his construction
projects and crusher unit
operations. He said his
untimely death was deeply
unfortunate and expressed
sympathy for the family.

Referring to pending
government payments, the

crore due to Srinivas
Reddy. He said the long-
pending dues were recent-
ly released after he person-
ally pursued the matter
with Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari.

Expressing concern
over the 54-crore mining
demand notice issued to
Srinivas Reddy,
Komatireddy questioned
the justification for serv-
ing such a notice on a
contractor whose legiti-
mate government dues
had remained unpaid for
years. He termed the
action of the concerned

choice," she said.

Kavitha warned that if the BC
reservation Bill was not passed
before the next Budget Session,
the organisation would launch a
"Chalo Delhi" protest with 1,000
vehicles.

She also demanded the filling
of SC and ST backlog vacancies,
implementation of greater safe-
guards for tribal communities,
constitutional protection for
minorities, 33 per cent reserva-
tion for women in legislatures,
and enhanced welfare measures
for transgender persons and
persons with disabilities.

movement by creating
public awareness. He
described Gaddar as a
selfless leader who dedi-
cated his life to the peo-
ple despite facing
numerous hardships.

He added that the
Telangana Government
honoured his legacy by
naming the State Film
Awards after Gaddar.
Congress leaders, Joint
Action Committee
(JAC) members and
party workers attended
the programme.
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Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy on Thursday paid
floral tributes to the portrait of Professor Kothapalli
Jayashankar on the occasion of the Telangana ideo-

logue's birth anniversary.

Telangana Roads & Buildings and Cinematography Minister Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy met members of the public at his camp office in Nalgonda on
Thursday and received petitions regarding various civic and personal issues.

Hyderabad Black Hawks Launch Long-Term
Volleyball Development Mission in Telugu States

Hyderabad TSIT: Prime
Volleyball League (PVL) fran-
chise Hyderabad Black Hawks
has unveiled a comprehensive
long-term roadmap to promote
and develop volleyball across
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, with a strong focus
on grassroots talent identifica-
tion and player development.

The initiative was launched
with the successful conduct of
PVL Open Trials and Under-21
selection trials at VR
Siddhartha University in
Vijayawada. A total of 105 play-
ers participated in the Under-
21 category, while 40 athletes
competed in the PVL Open
Trials.

Inaugurating the event,
Andhra Pradesh Sports, Youth
Services and Transport
Minister M. Ramprasad Reddy
appreciated Hyderabad Black
Hawks for their consistent
efforts to promote volleyball in

the Telugu states over the past
four years. He assured the
State Government's full sup-
port for initiatives aimed at
creating greater opportunities
for young sportspersons.
Sports  Authority of
Andhra Pradesh (SAAP)
Chairman A.Ravi Naidu wel-
comed the franchise's deci-
sion to conduct the trials in
Vijayawada and expressed

SAAP's commitment to sup-
porting the establishment of
volleyball training centres.
He said the Authority plans
to begin with two govern-
ment schools in the district
before expanding the pro-
gramme to every mandal,
and invited the franchise to
host a future edition of the
Prime Volleyball League in
Vijayawada.

TPCC Fisheries Chairman Mettu Sai Kumar Hits
Back at BJP MP Dharmapuri Arvind

Hyderabad, TSIT: TPCC
Fisheries Chairman Mettu
Sai Kumar on Thursday
launched a sharp attack on
BJP MP Dharmapuri
Arvind during a press con-
ference at Gandhi Bhavan,
strongly condemning his
alleged remarks against
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy.

Sai Kumar alleged that
Arvind was making "irre-
sponsible and offensive"
statements against the
Chief Minister for political
mileage. He accused the
BJP MP of lacking credibil-
ity and claimed that his
comments were intended to

Minister said nearly 685
crore worth of CRF work
bills executed during the
previous government
remained unpaid across
Telangana, including 5.3

mining official as irre-
sponsible and said the
circumstances sur-
rounding the incident
would be thoroughly
examined.

divert public attention from
key issues.

The TPCC leader also
made a series of personal
allegations against Arvind,

accusing him of misconduct
and describing him as unfit
to represent the people of
Nizamabad. These allega-
tions have not been inde-
pendently verified, and
Arvind has publicly denied
similar accusations in the

past.

Defending Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy,
Sai Kumar said the State
Government was focused
on development and wel-
fare, including efforts to
provide quality education

to nearly 27 lakh under-
privileged students. He
asserted that Telangana
was progressing rapidly
under the Chief Minister's
leadership.

Sai Kumar warned that
Congress workers would
strongly oppose what he
described as derogatory
remarks against the Chief
Minister and urged politi-
cal leaders to maintain dig-
nity in public discourse. He
alleged that the BJP was
unable to accept the grow-
ing popularity and gover-
nance initiatives of the
Congress Government in
Telangana.

The remarks were made
as part of an ongoing politi-
cal exchange between the
Congress and the BJP in
Telangana.
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TVK's Agri budget has nothing’, says DMK,
demands all party meeting over Cauvery row

Led by the DMK youth wing leader, the opposition party MLAs arrived at the Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly wearing black shirts to mark their protest against the state government’s alleged "inaction”

CHENNAI: Escalating
his attack on TVK
Government, Leader of

Opposition Udhayanidhi
Stalin on Thursday termed
the Agriculture budget as
"absolute nothing", charg-
ing Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay of "betraying" farm-
ers and failing to deliver on

key election promises.

He also slammed the gov-
ernment over not conven-
ing an all-party meeting on

the Cauvery row.

Palani temple land fraud
case: CB-CID sleuths secure

Sub-Registrar Justin regarding farm loan waiv-
Manikandan from ers and the escalating
Kodaikanal Mekedatu dam crisis. The

Led by the DMK youth
wing leader, the opposition
party MLAs arrived at the
Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly wearing black

shirts to mark their protest
against the state govern-
ment's alleged "inaction"

India, Indonesia seal lIT Madras pact to deepen
research and innovation partnership

CHENNAI: India and
Indonesia on Wednesday
strengthened their strate-
gic partnership in higher
education and technolo-
gy, with the Indonesian
Ministry of Higher
Education, Science and
Technology signing a
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with the
IIT Madras Global
Research Foundation to
expand collaboration in
research, deep technolo-
gy, innovation, entrepre-
neurship and talent devel-
opment.

The agreement, signed
during the visit of

Science and Technology
Brian Yuliarto to IIT
Madras, is aimed at creat-
ing globally competitive
innovation ecosystems
while supporting sustain-
able economic growth
and technology-driven
development in both
countries. The initiative
assumes significance as it
stems from the recent
bilateral discussions
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Indonesian  President
Prabowo Subianto, who
agreed to broaden coop-
eration in higher educa-
tion, science, technology,

TVK government present- ty.
ed its maiden agri budget

on Thursday.
Addressing reporters
outside the Assembly,

the

Udhayanidhi hit back at
administration for
"merely rebranding” exist-
ing schemes while failing
to address core issues fac-
ing the agrarian communi-
"Absolutely nothing,"
he said about the agri bud-
get. "We have been consis-
tently calling for an all-par-
ty meeting on the Cauvery

Tamil Nadu

and Mekedatu issues. We

regarding farm loan waivers and the escalating Mekedatu dam crisis.

need to demonstrate that

all political parties in
Tamil Nadu stand united
on this front. But as usual,

originally promised.

On the inter-state water
dispute, he claimed that
Karnataka had unilaterally
refused to release Tamil

the chief minister remains Nadu’s due share of
silent and refuses to Cauvery water.
respond,” Udhayanidhi He alleged that the

said. Criticising the gov-
ernment’s unfulfilled poll
pledges,
leader highlighted that
despite promising com-

the opposition

plete crop loan waivers for

farmers holding up to five
acres, the state had repeat-
edly defaulted on its word.

Udhayanidhi noted that
while the initial waiver cap
was announced at Rs 50,000
and later revised to Rs
75,000 following
demand from farmers,
farmers
demand the total waiver

continue to

intense of

Karnataka chief minister
DK Shivakumar had flatly
declined talks on the mat-
ter, leaving Tamil Nadu
farmers stranded.

DMK legislators have
submitted a notice to the
TN Assembly Speaker
seeking an adjournment
motion
lowing Question Hour in
the House to debate the
Cauvery row and the plight
state
believe that speaker would
give opportunity to us to
speak", he added.

immediately fol-

farmers. "We

TN Agri Budget 2026: Certified Seed Programme to
benefit 10 lakh farmers across the state

CHENNALI Seeking to
improve crop productivity
through wider adoption of
quality planting material,
the State government on
Thursday announced a
major expansion of its cer-
tified seed programme,
with plans to procure and
distribute 43,400 metric
tonnes of certified seeds to
farmers during 2026-27.

Presenting the
Agriculture Budget in
the Assembly,
Agriculture-Farmers’
Welfare Minister Vinoth
said the initiative is
aimed at enhancing agri-

availability of quality
seeds for major field
crops. Citing studies that

up to 25 per cent, the
Minister said the Tamil
Nadu State Seed

farms in government
farms as well as farmers’
fields for crops including
paddy, millets, pulses,
oilseeds and cotton.

The agency will pro-
cure 43,400 metric tonnes
of certified seeds at a cost
of Rs 250 crore and dis-
tribute them to cultiva-
tors at subsidised rates
through various Union
and State government
schemes. The pro-
gramme is expected to
benefit nearly 10 lakh
farmers, while ensuring
a steady supply of geneti-
cally pure and high-qual-
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Palani temple land fraud case:
CB-CID sleuths secure Sub-
Registrar Justin Manikandan from
Kodaikanal

MADURALI The CB-CID on
Thursday arrested Sub-
Registrar Justin Manikandan
Subramanian, one of the
main accused in the alleged
fraudulent registration of a
Rs.100-crore property belong-
ing to the Dhandayuthapani
Swamigal Mutt in Palani.A
special police team secured
him from a house in the
Kodaikanal hills, where he
was reportedly hiding, and
brought him to the CB-CID
office in Dindigul for inquiry.
The arrest came a day after
the Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court dis-
missed his bail petition,
observing that granting bail
to the petitioner and another
accused, Jayaprakash, at this
stage would hamper the
investigation. The court also
referred to the documentary
evidence produced by the
prosecution while rejecting
the bail plea.

According to the CB-CID,
Justin Manikandan, along
with Jayaprakash, allegedly
colluded with another key
accused, advocate
Anwardeen, in the fraudu-
lent registration of the prop-
erty. Police also conducted a
search at the residence of

Jayaprakash in
Oddanchatram. Later, they
brought eight persons,

including his wife,
Senbagamathi, to Dindigul
for questioning. Investigators
are questioning them to
ascertain  Jayaprakash's

Indonesian Minister for
Higher Education,

innovation and entrepre-
neurship.

ensuring

cultural productivity by
the

timely

show certified seeds can
increase crop yields by

Development Agency
would establish seed

Stress echocardiography may predict
acute mountain sickness risk: Study

New Delhi, Aug 6: Exercise
stress echocardiography (ESE)
may help identify people at risk
of developing acute mountain
sickness (AMS) within hours of
arriving at high altitude,
according to a new study.

Researchers found that spe-
cific changes in right ventricu-
lar function and pulmonary cir-
culation during exercise accu-
rately distinguished partici-
pants who later developed acute
mountain sickness from those
who remained symptom-free.

Acute mountain sickness
commonly affects people travel-
ling to elevations above 2,500
metres and can cause symptoms
such as headache, nausea, dizzi-
ness, fatigue and sleep distur-
bances. Although several risk
factors have been identified, cli-
nicians currently have limited
methods to predict who will
develop the condition before
symptoms appear.

The prospective study
involved 50 healthy adults liv-
ing at low altitude who trav-
elled by bus to an elevation of
3,600 metres.

Within six hours of arrival,
participants underwent exer-
cise stress echocardiography to
assess right ventricular func-
tion and pulmonary haemody-
namics. They were evaluated
for acute mountain sickness the
following morning using the
Lake Louise Score.

Of the 50 participants, 23 (46
per cent) developed acute moun-
tain sickness, while the remain-
ing 27 showed no symptoms.

The study found that partici-
pants who later developed acute
mountain sickness had signifi-
cantly higher systolic pulmo-
nary artery pressure (SPAP)
and pulmonary vascular resis-
tance (PVR) during peak exer-
cise than those who remained
symptom-free.

They also experienced great-

er increases in SPAP and PVR
from resting levels during exer-
cise, indicating a stronger pul-
monary vascular response to
high altitude.

In contrast, measures of right
ventricular contractile reserve,
including tricuspid annular
peak systolic velocity (TV s)
and right ventricular fractional
area change (FAC), showed
smaller improvements during
exercise among participants
who developed AMS, suggesting
reduced right ventricular func-
tional reserve.

Researchers also observed
larger inferior vena cava (IVC)
diameters in the AMS group at
both rest and peak exercise.

Based on the physiological
measurements obtained during
exercise testing, the research-
ers developed a predictive

model incorporating peak IVC
diameter, changes in pulmo-
nary vascular resistance ( PVR)
and changes in TV s.

The model demonstrated
strong predictive performance,
achieving an area under the
receiver operating characteris-
tic curve (AUC) of 0.865 and cor-
rectly identifying participants
with an overall accuracy of 84
per cent.

According to the researchers,
combining measurements of
pulmonary vascular response
and right ventricular function
could provide a practical
approach for identifying indi-
viduals at increased risk of
developing acute mountain
sickness shortly after reaching
high altitude.

The authors said exercise
stress echocardiography can

detect early cardiovascular
changes associated with
acute mountain sickness
even before clinical symp-
toms become apparent. They
added that early identifica-
tion of abnormal pulmonary
vascular and right ventricu-
lar responses could help cli-
nicians implement preven-
tive measures, improve moni-
toring and guide decisions on
whether individuals should
continue ascending to higher
altitudes. The researchers
emphasised that larger stud-
ies are required to validate
the predictive model and
determine how exercise
stress echocardiography can
be incorporated into routine
assessments for travellers,
athletes and workers operat-
ing at high altitudes.

whereabouts and identify
persons who may have been

ity seeds for major crop-
ping seasons.

Mumbai, Aug 6: A short walk after dinner
may help reduce post-meal blood sugar spikes
and support better metabolic health, accord-
ing to Neal K. Shah, a Johns Hopkins and
NIH-funded researcher and CEO of CareYaya.
In a recent Instagram video, Shah said a
10-minute walk after eating could be more
effective in managing blood sugar levels than
a longer workout done at another time of the
day. However, he emphasised that the habit
should complement, not replace, regular exer-
cise. “The secret isn’t the walk. It’s the tim-
ing,” Shah said.

He explained that blood glucose levels nat-
urally rise after meals as the body digests
food. Light physical activity soon after eating
helps muscles use some of that glucose for
energy, which may reduce the post-meal
spike in blood sugar.

According to Shah, studies suggest that
short walks taken after meals can improve
glucose control and may be particularly ben-
eficial for older adults and people monitoring
their blood sugar levels. Frequent blood sugar
spikes over time are linked to a higher risk of

in close contact with him.

The investigation also
revealed that the then Sub-
Registrar, Balasundar, had
specifically recorded in the
minutes book, after complet-
ing the initial registration
process, that the temple
authorities had filed a writ
appeal challenging the court
order directing the registra-
tion of the document.
However, despite these
remarks, Justin Manikandan
allegedly completed the regis-
tration process by assigning
the document number.

Initially, the Palani
Adivaram police booked Sub-
Registrar Justin
Manikandan, school teacher
Murugadas (56) of Salamedu
in Villupuram district, and
others. The investigation was
later transferred to the
CB-CID, which expanded the
case by naming 11 accused,
including the Sub-Registrar.

The CB-CID had earlier
arrested Murugadas, who
allegedly executed the sale
deed, purchasers Vellathurai
(60) and Sethupathi (67), and
advocate Anwardeen (65) of
Goundankulam near Palani.
All four were remanded to
judicial custody at the
Madurai Central Prison. On
Wednesday, the Dindigul
Judicial Magistrate-I Court
granted the CB-CID three
days' police custody of the
four accused for interroga-
tion. They were subsequent-
ly brought to the CB-CID
office in Dindigul for ques-
tioning.

10-minute walk after dinner may help
control blood sugar, says researcher

insulin resistance and type 2 diabetes.

Shah also stressed that post-meal walks
should not be considered a substitute for
structured exercise. He noted that strength
training and cardiovascular workouts remain
essential for building muscle, improving
heart health and maintaining overall fitness.

“The most powerful routine isn’t one or the
other. It’s both,” he said, encouraging people
to combine regular exercise with short walks
after meals.

Health experts have long recommended
light physical activity after eating to support
metabolic health. While research indicates
post-meal walking can improve blood sugar
response, the benefits may vary depending on
diet, age, fitness level and existing health
conditions. Experts also advise individuals
with diabetes or other medical conditions to
consult healthcare professionals before mak-
ing changes to their exercise routine.
Nevertheless, Shah said simple lifestyle hab-
its, when practised consistently, can contrib-
ute to better long-term health.
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Technology is helping ICICI Prudential Life
bring down its savings cost-to-premium ratio

Mumbai, 06 August 2026:
ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance’s sustained
investment in technology
and automation along with
other cost optimisation ini-
tiatives has played a cen-
tral role in bringing down
its cost-to-premium ratio
for the savings line of busi-
ness to 13.6% in Q1-FY2027.
It has reduced by 50 basis
point over the previous
year, even as the Company
continues to scale its busi-
ness. Commenting on this,
Mr. Ganessan Soundiram,
Chief Technology Officer,
ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance, said, “At ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance,
our investments in bolster-
ing the Company’s digital
infrastructure have not
only empowered our cus-
tomers but also enabled us
to deliver an enhanced cus-
tomer experience across
their policy life cycle. We
are leveraging Al, analytics
and platforms such as ICICI
Pru Partner Stack, IPRU
Edge, etc. to strengthen
customer acquisition, dis-
tributor effectiveness, serv-
icing and operational effi-

Business

ciency. When we built our
technology stack, the goal
was never automation for
its own sake. It was about
taking out the friction and
the cost that come from
manual processes, so that
savings get passed on more
efficiently and customers
get a faster, simpler experi-
ence. That same thinking is
now helping us to improve
operational efficiency.”
Much of this efficiency has
come from rethinking how
a policy moves from appli-
cation to issuance. Around
58% of policies issued using
digital KYC and close to
54% of savings policies
were issued on the same
day in Q1-FY2027. The
Company enables quick
claim assistance through
end-to-end digital claim
registration, supported by
real-time tracking via chat-

bot Ask Khushmani,
WhatsApp, and Al-driven
pre-claim assessment and
processing. Al-based mod-
els that support underwrit-
ing decisions are also used
to predict policy persisten-
cy and assess claims, con-
tributing to an industry
leading claim settlement
ratio of 99.3% with an aver-
age turnaround of just 1
day for non-investigated
individual claims in Ql1-
FY2027. A large share of
day-to-day servicing is han-
dled through Ask
Khushmani, the Company's
Al-based chatbot, while
renewal reminders are
increasingly delivered
through a multilingual
voice assistant capable of
reaching up to 50,000 cus-
tomers an hour, one of the
few such deployments in
Indian insurance.
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RANGE ROVER SV ULTRA:

THE ULTIMATE EXPRESSION OF
RANGE ROVER LUXURY IN INDIA

Ultra exclusive: Range Rover
SV Ultra is the most exqui-
site interpretation of Range
Rover luxury and distinc-
tion, with an exclusive exte-
rior and finely crafted interi-
or finishes Pioneering audio:
World-first Y%
Electrostatic

Sound

debuts on Range Rover SV
Ultra, transforming the
cabin into a concert hall
and placing you at the
heart of the performance,
and is offered exclusively
as an option across all SV

models, including SV Ultra
Lustrous finishes: New
and exclusive to SV Ultra,
Titan Silver exterior paint
features fine aluminium
flake and advanced pigment
technology for a deep and lus-
trous finish that resembles
liquid metal, com-
plemented by

S atin

Platinum

Atlas

and

Silver Chrome accents
Harmonious blend:
Complemented by Body and
Soul Seats and the world-first
Sensory Floor, the cabin
becomes an immersive full-
body audio environment
with wellness modes that
enhance focus and relaxation
Subtle details: New duo-tone
Orchid White and Cinder
Grey Ultrafabrics™ leather-
free interior features seating
with a laser-crafted pattern
and intricate mosaic perfora-
tion. It pairs with a

new rattan palm

veneer in a natural
open-pore finish

for a subtle, har-

monious look

Refined power:

Range Rover

SV Ultra is now

available with

395 kW petrol
mild-hybrid

V8, with a fully

electric  ver-

sion coming

later this year. Find out more
at WWW.rangerover.com
MUMBAI, INDIA - &6
AUGUST 2026: Range Rover
introduces Range Rover SV
Ultra, the pinnacle of Range
Rover luxury and distinc-
tion. Combining elevated fin-
ishes with world-first audio
technology, SV Ultra is the
most luxurious and techno-
logically advanced Range
Rover ever created. The
array of immersive audio
technologies in Range Rover
SV Ultra now includes revo-
lutionary SV Electrostatic
Sound, which turns the cabin
into a concert hall, alongside
Body and Soul Seats (BASS)
and Sensory Haptic
Floor.SV Electrostatic
Sound is the world’s first
application of electrostatic
audio technology in a vehi-
cle. The Electrostatic Sound
system features 21 light-
weight thin-film transduc-
ers to create a personal audi-
torium for each seat.

STOCK MARKETS EDGED
HIGHER AMID LOWER
CRUDE OIL PRICES

Mumbai: Stock market
benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty edged higher in
opening trade on Thursday,
August 6, amid lower crude
oil prices and buying in
Reliance Industries. The 30
share BSE Sensex climbed
201.43 points to 78,782.43 in
opening trade. The 50-share
NSE Nifty was marginally up
16.35 points to 24,641.
Benchmark indices have
been facing divergence since
Monday after stock
exchanges introduced a new
auction mechanism for
shares having futures and
options (F&O) contracts. The
Closing Auction Session
(CAS) in the equity cash seg-
ment became operational on
Monday, introducing a new
auction-based mechanism for
determining the closing
prices of eligible stocks in a
move aimed at making the
price discovery process more
transparent and robust. From
the Sensex pack, Titan,
Reliance Industries, Eternal,

Bharat Electronics, State
Bank of India and Asian
Paints were among the major
winners. Power Grid, Trent,
Mahindra & Mahindra and
Axis Bank were among the
laggards. Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark, traded
0.13 per cent lower at USD
79.35 per barrel. The Reserve
Bank of India on Wednesday
maintained a status quo on its
benchmark policy rate for the
fourth consecutive meeting
and retained the stance as
“neutral”, with Governor
Sanjay Malhotra saying the
next move of the central bank
on interest rates, as well as
policy stance, will be data
dependent. The six-member
Monetary Policy Committee
unanimously voted to keep
the policy repo rate
unchanged at 5.25 per cent,
and opted to wait for more
clarity on whether higher
energy costs in the wake of
the West Asia crisis feed
into broader inflationary
pressures.

Union MoS Sushree Shobha Karandlaje Unveils India SME Forum's
Largest-Ever Survey on MSME Digital Procurement; Four in five
MSMEs see digital platforms as critical in expanding their business

New Delhi, August 6, 2026:
India SME Forum (ISF) today
launched the 'Digital Bharat:
India Digital Procurement
Report 2026, one of India's
most comprehensive studies
on MSME procurement
behaviour and digital adop-
tion. Covering India's 515.3
lakh Udyam-registered
MSMEs, the report was
unveiled by Sushree Shobha
Karandlaje, Hon'ble Minister
of State for MSME and
Minister of State for Labour
& Employment, during an
event in New Delhi attended
by MSME industry leaders,
entrepreneurs, and other dig-
nitaries including Shri
Ateesh  Kumar  Singh,
Additional Secretary, DPIIT
and Shri Keshvendra Kumar
(IAS), Joint Secretary,
Ministry of MSME. The ISF
report, developed using the

proprietary MSME
Procurement Economy
Model (MPEM) built on offi-

cial Udyam Registration
data, provides the first com-
prehensive estimate of
India's MSME procurement
economy and maps the evolv-
ing digital adoption land-
scape across the sector.
Based on one of India's
largest MSME procurement
surveys, covering enterpris-
es across manufacturing,
services and trading sectors,
the report estimates that
India's MSME procurement
economy is valued at INR

124.9 trillion, making it one of
the country's largest business
expenditure categories.
Among the services evaluat-
ed, the survey found that
Amazon Business emerged
as the leader for price trans-
parency, with 37.3% of
respondents identifying it as
their preferred choice. It also
ranked first for supplier qual-
ity, with 32.6% of respon-
dents selecting it as the serv-
ice offering the best supplier
network. Moglix emerged as
a leader in industrial pro-
curement and embedded
finance, reflecting growing

demand for specialised pro-
curement solutions among
manufacturing MSMEs.
Commenting on the report,
Sushree Shobha Karandlaje,
Hon'ble Minister of State for
MSME and Minister of State
for Labour & Employment,
said: "India's MSMESs are at
the heart of our vision of
building a developed and self-
reliant economy. As busi-
nesses increasingly adopt
digital technologies, procure-
ment too must evolve from a
routine operational function
into a strategic business
capability. Digital procure-

ment can help MSMEs
improve efficiency, reduce
costs, access wider markets
and build stronger supply
chains, enabling them to
compete more effectively in
India and globally. My
thanks to India SME Forum
for crafting the report and
curating this event.
Congratulations to Amazon
Business as they emerge as
the preferred partner for
MSMEs. I urge them to con-
tinue this with even more
vigour."

Speaking on the findings,
Mitranjan Bhaduri, Director,
Amazon Business India, said:
"This report by India SME
Forum provides critical evi-
dence of the untapped poten-
tial in India's MSME procure-
ment economy. At Amazon
Business, we see our role as
an enabler, helping MSMEs
access trusted suppliers,
transparent pricing and
seamless purchasing experi-
ences. The fact that 4 in 5
MSMEs expect digital pro-
curement to drive their
growth is a strong signal that
the digital shift is transforma-
tional. We remain committed
to supporting India's MSMEs
in their procurement trans-
formation journey by contin-
ually investing in selection,
services and Al-powered
automation & insights to
transform Procurement from
a cost-center to a competitive
advantage."

Bandhan Contra Fund
Aims to Tap
Opportunities Beyond
Market Sentiment

Bangalore, August 06, 2026:
Bandhan Mutual Fund
today announced the
launch of the Bandhan
Contra Fund, an open-
ended equity scheme fol-
lowing a contrarian invest-
ment strategy. The fund
seeks to identify funda-
mentally strong businesses
that may be temporarily
out of favour due to sector-
wide concerns, cyclical
challenges, macroeconom-
ic uncertainties or prevail-
ing market sentiment,
with the potential for re-
rating as perceptions and
fundamentals improve
over time. The New Fund
Offer (NFO) opens on
Monday, August 10 and
closes on Monday, August
24. Investments in
Bandhan Contra Fund can
be made through licensed
mutual fund distributors,

online platforms and
directly at https://band-
hanmutual.com/
nfo/bandhan-contra -fund.
Commenting on  the
launch, Vishal Kapoor,
CEO, Bandhan AMC said,
"The launch of Bandhan
Contra Fund comes at a
time when valuation
spread across sectors has
widened considerably, cre-
ating opportunities for
selective contrarian invest-
ing. Several sectors and
companies continue to
trade below their long-term
potential despite possess-
ing sound business models,
improving earnings visibil-
ity and strengthening bal-
ance sheets. Such sectoral
divergence can provide fer-
tile ground for investors
seeking opportunities
beyond the prevailing mar-
ket consensus.

CFA Institute Hosts its First Finance Industry Network Roundtable
in Hyderabad to Strengthen Academia— Industry Collaboration

Hyderabad, 06 August 2026:
CFA Institute, the global
association of investment
professionals, recently
hosted its first Finance
Industry Network (FIN)
Roundtable in Hyderabad,
bringing together academic
leaders and finance educa-
tors from leading universi-
ties across the city to dis-
cuss strengthening align-
ment between finance edu-
cation and the evolving
needs of the global invest-
ment profession. The FIN
Roundtable served as an
orientation-cum-discussion
session designed to intro-
duce CFA Institute's uni-
versity engagement initia-
tives, facilitate the
exchange of perspectives on
finance education, and
explore opportunities to
strengthen collaboration
between academia and
industry. The session pro-
vided an overview of the
CFA Program®, its globally
recognised, practitioner-
driven curriculum, and its
relevance for undergradu-
ate and postgraduate
finance education.
Discussions also highlight-
ed CFA Institute's broader
portfolio of learning path-
ways and initiatives that

support students and educa-
tors in developing industry-
relevant knowledge, ethical
decision-making capabili-
ties, and practical skills for
careers in finance.
Speaking at the roundtable,
Saim Fakih,

Manager, University
Relations-India, CFA
Institute, said: "The

Hyderabad FIN Roundtable
marked an important mile-
stone in our efforts to deep-
en engagement with aca-
demic institutions across
India. The discussions high-
lighted the shared commit-
ment of educators and
industry stakeholders to
preparing students for an

increasingly dynamic and
global financial ecosystem.
A notable theme that
emerged from the discus-
sions was the growing num-
ber of students securing
placements in  Global
Capability Centers (GCCs),
reflecting Hyderabad’s
emergence as a major hub
for the financial services.
With several multinational
organizations establishing
and expanding their pres-
ence in the city, Hyderabad
appears well positioned for
continued growth and
offers a promising future
for aspiring finance profes-
sionals." The roundtable
brought together represen-

tatives from leading institu-
tions across Hyderabad,
including IMT Hyderabad,

Woxsen University,
NMIMS Hyderabad,
GITAM University,

University of Hyderabad,
and St. Joseph's Degree &
PG College, among others.
Deepak Singh Parihar,
Professor of Practice at
Woxen University com-
mented: “It was great join-
ing the FIN Roundtable by
CFA Institute along with
academicians from other
institutions - we talked
about how we can make stu-
dents more industry ready
and how the CFA Program
fits into their journey.

Capri Loans Unveils Integrated Brand
Campaign Featuring Nayanthara

Launches New Gold Loan Film Reinforcing Trust and Financial Empowerment

Mumbai, 6th August 2026:
Capri Global Capital Ltd.
(CGCL), one of the leading
diversified non-banking
financial companies (NBFC)
operating under the brand
name ‘Capri Loans’, has
launched its latest integrated
brand campaign featuring
acclaimed actor Nayanthara.
Built around the theme of
#DreamsGetWings for the
Brand film and
#TryCapriGoldLoans for the
Gold Loan film, the campaign
reinforces Capri Loans' com-
mitment to accessible, trans-
parent and customer-centric
financial solutions. The brand
film celebrates the journey of
Nayanthara and the inspira-
tion she draws from the
resilience and aspirations of
everyday Indians, from farm-
ers and entrepreneurs to arti-
sans and working profession-
als, as she introduces them to
Capri Loans. It positions
Capri Loans as a trusted
financial partner that empow-
ers customers at every stage
of their journey by providing
them timely financial sup-
port. The Gold Loan film

encourages customers to view
gold not just as jewellery but
as a valuable financial asset.
Through a heartfelt interac-
tion, Nayanthara highlights
how Capri Loans enables cus-
tomers to unlock the value of
their gold through a transpar-
ent, respectful and secure
lending process, offering
quick access to funds with dig-
nity, trust and peace of mind.
Commenting on the cam-
paign, Mr. Nishant Gehlot,
Head - Marketing, Capri
Global Capital Limited said,
"At Capri Loans, every cam-
paign we create begins with a
simple belief that access to the
right financial support can

empower people to move for-

ward with  confidence.
Through our
#DreamsGetWings cam-

paign, we wanted to celebrate
the aspirations of millions of
Indians and position Capri
Loans as a trusted partner in
helping them achieve those
dreams. The Gold Loan film
further builds on this thought
by encouraging customers to
view gold not just as jew-
ellery, but as a valuable finan-
cial asset that can provide
timely support during life's
important moments. With
Nayanthara bringing authen-
ticity and warmth to both
narratives, we believe these

films will resonate strongly
with audiences while rein-
forcing our promise of trust,
respect and customer-first
service." The integrated cam-
paign entails a comprehen-
sive multimedia strategy
spanning across television,
print and digital platforms,
supported by social media
and prominent on-ground
visibility, featuring
Nayanthara, ensuring a con-
sistent brand experience
across all customer touch-
points. Through meaningful
storytelling and practical
financial solutions, the cam-
paign aims to strengthen
Capri Loans' presence across
Southern India, deepen emo-
tional connections with cus-
tomers, and inspire them to
pursue their aspirations with
the confidence of having a
trusted financial partner by
their side. With this cam-
paign, Capri Loans further
reinforces its position as one
of India's fastest-growing
retail-focused NBFCs, offer-
ing innovative, accessible,
transparent and trust-led
lending solutions.
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After deadly Kyiv strike,

Ukraine warns interceptor
shortage is costing lives

At the Kvitneva railway
station near Kyiv, workers
lift white body bags from
the pockmarked platform
and carry them to waiting
ambulances. Shoes, glasses
and some pieces of cloth-
ing mark the spot where
eight people were Kkilled
during Russia's latest mas-
sive aerial attack on
Ukraine. Overnight,
Moscow fired 115 drones
and 24 ballistic missiles.
Most of the drones were
shot down, but Kyiv's
depleted air defences did
not intercept any of the
missiles. Twenty-one peo-
ple were Kkilled and dozens
more were injured. The lat-
est Russian  barrage
destroyed storage and
logistics facilities - from
online retailer warehouses
to a postal sorting centre.
In Kvitneva, it is not clear
if the target was the rail-
way itself or the ware-
house beside it, which was
also hit and was still
smouldering hours later.
Down the road, another
warehouse was still ablaze
more than 12 hours after
the attack. The attack
started just after midnight,
with very little warning. It
was one of the most intense
nights of bombardment

Kyiv has endured in recent
months. Nearby,
Anastasiia Dudley's house
was almost totally
destroyed but she and her
mother survived — shaken
but unharmed. Anastasiia
has lived through years of
war - but Wednesday was
her "scariest night" since
the start of Russia's full-
scale war on Ukraine in
February 2022, she says.
She looks up at the precar-
iously leaning walls of her
house, which she says was
hit by a drone a few hours
before missiles struck the
warehouse and the station
nearby. "You see two floors
- the first and the second,
but it was a three-floor
house with a roof," she
says. The building's top
floor has been sliced off.
"So no roof, no third floor,
and extensive damage on
the second floor. It's pretty
unstable". Ukrainians
have lived through four-
and-a-half years of war, but
now air defences are
increasingly vulnerable,
resulting in dozens of
deaths at a time. For years,
Ukraine has relied on US
supplies of Patriot inter-
ceptor missiles to shoot
down Russian ballistic
missiles.
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B Huge smoke plume over Russian city as Ukraine hits two oil refineries in long-range attacks

Iran says deal with Oman on Strait of
Hormuz is in final stages

Iran says it has reached an
agreement with Oman on a
route for shipping through
the Strait of Hormuz.
Foreign ministry spokesman
Esmaeil Bagaei did not give
any further details on the
agreement, which he said
was "in the final stages".
Bagaei warned, however,
that a deal with Oman would
not guarantee safe naviga-
tion through the strait, argu-
ing security remained
impacted by the US blockade
of Iran's ports. The US and
Oman have not commented
on the proposal. Since the US
and Israel attacked Iran in
February, Tehran has large-
ly blocked the Strait of
Hormuz through which
about a fifth of the world's oil
and liquefied natural gas
usually passes. On Tuesday,

US President Donald Trump

warned that Iran would be
"hit very hard" if the strait
did not open "very soon". His
comments came after senior
US officials said talks had
progressed to allow ship-
ments to potentially resume
later this week, though Iran
has maintained that it is not
negotiating with the US and
has no plans to do so. In his
statement, the Iranian for-

eign ministry spokesman

said the "geographical coor-
dinates of the route" had
been agreed with Oman.
"The factors making the
Strait of Hormuz insecure
still exist on the part of the
United States, particularly
the naval blockade and other
aggressive and threatening
actions against Iran and its
interests," he said, according
to Iran's official Irna news
agency. Iran's Deputy

Foreign Minister Kazem
Gharibabadi later told Irna
the new route would be tem-
porary and could stay open
from two to four months. He
did not give further details.
QOil prices edged lower on
Thursday, with global
benchmark Brent crude
down by 0.3% at $79.24
(£58.84) in morning Asian
trade. Energy prices have
fluctuated wildly during the
conflict as shipments
through the key route for
around 20% of the world's oil
and liquefied natural gas
(LNG) have been severely
disrupted. Since the begin-
ning of the war, traffic
through the strait has dwin-
dled. Iran has said all pas-
sage needs to be cleared
beforehand - and it has
attacked vessels which have
ignored the order.

Hosa Opens at The Loft, Hyderabad

Hyderabad, August 6, 2026:
After Hosa’s resounding suc-
cess in Goa and Gurugram,
EHV International, the com-
pany behind award-winning
restaurants including Indian
Accent, Comorin, Fireback,
Barback, Chor Bizarre and
Drift, is delighted to
announce the launch of Hosa
Hyderabad at The Loft, RMZ
Nexity. Hosa, which means
‘new’ in Kannada, explores
South Indian cuisine beyond
the familiar, with dishes that
straddle the five southern-
most states of India spotlight-
ing coastal and regional
flavours, accompanied by
tropical-inspired cocktails
and an extensive wine list.
The Hosa Filter Coffee Club, a
curated coffee experience
which runs in the afternoon
between lunch and dinner
hours, also comes to Hosa
Hyderabad following its
much-loved editions in Goa
and Gurugram. Under the
leadership of Brand Chef,
Harish Rao, the menu
explores regional traditions
across the South, through
refined techniques, seasonal
ingredients, and contempo-
rary presentation while pre-
serving the soul of every dish.
The Hosa menu goes way

beyond the familiar, offering
bold and indulgent flavours
including small plates like
Shimeji Mushroom Varuval
and Roti Canali, Pesto Curry
Leaf Snapper Ceviche, and
Kari Dosa with a Bone
Marrow Hollandaise. Larger
plates, such as the Aubergine
Steak, bring depth and rich-
ness to the table. Cocktails
borrow from tiki and modern
traditions, with a creative
edge and house-made infu-
sions, while an extensive
wine list completes a bever-
age programme designed to
complement the food. The
Hyderabad menu introduces
a number of exclusive cre-
ations, inspired by Andhra
and Telengana’s rich culi-
nary diversity, while contin-

uing to feature several of
Hosa’s most celebrated signa-
ture offerings. Among the
new highlights are several
vegetarian options including
Jackfruit Igguru, Aubergine
Steak, and Okra Butter Bean
Curry. Non-vegetarian spe-
cialties include Paper Fish
Curry, wrapped and served
with a vibrant Pulusu;
Rayalaseema Brain Fry,
Garelu Chicken Curry and
the indulgent Kapi Tres
Leches, our innovative
South Indian twist on the
Italian classic. "At Hosa, it is
all about honest South Indian
cooking that is plated well
and deserves to be experi-
enced in all its complexity
and diversity" says Brand
Chef Harish Rao. "For

Hyderabad, we've created a
special menu that celebrates
regional traditions while
introducing flavours and
techniques that feel fresh and
unexpected. Every dish holds
the memories and stories of a
place, while remaining
unmistakably Hosa."
Complementing the menu is
an equally thoughtful bever-
age programme crafted by
EHV International's Head of
Bars, Varun Sharma.
Inspired by the flavours and
ingredients of South India,
the cocktail menu looks at
regional favourites, featuring
house-made cordials, shrubs
and tinctures alongside
ingredients such as kokum,
nannari, curry leaf, banana
leaf, jaggery, coconut, Guntur

chilli and filter coffee.
Highlights include the
sparkling Hosa 75, the

refreshing Rum Kokum Cola,
the aromatic Panakam, the
bold Black Pepper Penicillin,
the coffeeforward Kaapi
Time, and signatures such as
Soul Kadhi and Chica Bonita.
Designed to pair seamlessly
with Hosa’s South Indian cui-
sine, the cocktail programme
is vibrant, layered and deeply
rooted in the flavours of the
region.

SONS OF JAILED PAKISTANI
LEADER IMRAN KHAN
FEAR FOR HIS HEALTH

London and Islamabad —
The sons of the imprisoned
former leader of Pakistan
Imran Khan say they fear for
their father’s health, claiming
authorities in the South
Asian country are preventing
them from seeing him. On the
third anniversary of their
father’s arrest, Kasim and
Sulaiman Isa Khan said they
had “no updates because his
family, doctors (and) lawyers
haven't been allowed to see
him for seven months.”
Thousands of workers from
Khan’s Tehreek-e-Insaf party
took to the streets in rallies
across the country on
Wednesday to demand the
release of the former star
cricketer-turned-politician

and his wife Bushra Bibi.
Khan, who led the country
from 2018 until his ouster in a
parliamentary no-confidence
vote in 2022, has been in
prison since his conviction a
year later on charges includ-
ing corruption and revealing
state secrets — charges he and
his supporters say are a polit-
ically motivated response to
his opposition to the current
government of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
Following his ouster, Khan
had led large rallies against
Sharif’'s government, which
he accused of orchestrating
his downfall in collusion with
the military and the United
States (a claim denied by both
the military and the US).

Senate committee votes to
hold Dr. Anthony Fauci
in contempt of Congress

Ahead of today’s vote, Rand
Paul had vowed to send the
committee’s recommenda-
tion straight to the Justice
Department, bypassing a
full Senate vote in a move
that’s likely to set up a
high-stakes legal and politi-
cal test for the Trump
administration. He had
conceded that there is little
precedent for bypassing a
full Senate vote before ask-
ing the Justice Department
to bring contempt charges
— a decision that could
pose a hurdle for any
resulting attempt at prose-
cution. “There is not a lot of
precedent for a lot of this,
but it isn’t law so there isn’t
any exact procedure that it
has to follow,” Paul told
CNN on Tuesday. “It’s a
referral, it’s a recommenda-
tion.” Vice President JD
Vance will now need to sign
off on the committee’s cir-
cumvention of long-estab-
lished rules due to his con-
stitutional role as president
of the Senate. Then it would
be up to the Justice
Department to decide
whether to bring formal
charges — charges that
would all but certainly be
challenged by Fauci’s
lawyers, launching a likely
lengthy legal battle. GOP
senators on the Senate
Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs com-
mittee voted to hold Dr.
Anthony Fauci in contempt
of Congress, advancing an
audacious effort to prose-
cute the well-known scien-
tist over his role in the US
government response to the
Covid-19 pandemic. The
party-line vote comes after
Fauci declined to answer
lawmakers’ questions dur-

ing a fiery hearing last
week, infuriating
Republicans on the panel.
They have since argued
that his decision opened
the door to federal con-
tempt charges — a crime
that, if convicted, can carry
with it a sentence of up to a
year in prison. Republican
chairman Rand Paul has
said he will send the com-
mittee’s recommendation
straight to the Justice
Department, bypassing a
full Senate vote in a break
with precedent that’s likely
to set up a high-stakes legal
and political test for the
Trump  administration.
Vice President JD Vance
will now first need to sign
off on the committee’s cir-
cumvention of long-estab-
lished rules due to his con-
stitutional role as president
of the Senate. Then it would
be up to the Justice
Department to decide
whether to bring formal
charges. Even then, legal
experts cautioned, there’s
little guarantee that the
contempt charges would
succeed, instead likely
kicking off a lengthy court
battle over the limits of
Fauci’s Fifth Amendment
rights. The Senate commit-
tee vote today has only
drawn a handful of public
attendees, a far sparser
crowd than those who
packed into the room for
Fauci’s testimony last
week. The committee
began debate Thursday
morning before roughly
two-dozen people who qui-
etly observed Democrats’
efforts to table the con-
tempt vote and Chairman
Rand Paul’s rejections of
their arguments.

Nigerian security forces rescue more than 300 abductees

FUNERAL OF IRISH ACTRESS BRENDA
FRICKER TAKES PLACE IN DUBLIN

Oscar winning actress
Brenda Fricker "brought
out the best in people" and
"shot from the hip", her
funeral in Dublin has
heard. Fricker, who died
last month, won the Oscar
for best supporting actress
in 1990 for playing Daniel
Day-Lewis's on-screen
mother in My Left Foot. She
was the first Irish woman to
win an Academy Award,
beating Hollywood stars
including Julia Roberts and
Anjelica Huston. The funer-
al mass took place in St
Catherine's Church on
Meath Street at 11:00 local
time and was followed by a
private burial. The 81-year-
old was also well known for
playing nurse Megan Roach
in the BBC's Casualty from
1986, making her final
appearance in 2010; and was
the Central Park pigeon

lady in 1992's Home Alone
sequel. Crowds of locals
gathered outside on the

street and clapped as her

hearse made its way down
the road and into the
church. Monsignor Eoin
Thynne said Fricker was a
"Liberty belle at heart",
referring to the place in
Dublin where the actress
lived. "Brenda wanted this
day to be simple and digni-
fied. No grand display, just

those she loved gathered
together. "She won the high-
est honour in her profes-
sion - an Academy Award.
"What really mattered to
her was not the trophy, not
the applause or recognition,
what mattered to her most
of all was bringing out the
best in people. That was
Brenda's greatest gift, to see
the light in others and help
to make it shine brightly,"
he said. Among the mourn-

ers who attended the cere-
mony at St Catherine's
Church on Thursday were
Irish actor Brendan
Gleeson, who starred along
side Fricker in the 1990 film
The Field. Musician
Frankie Gavin and TV pre-
senter Ray D'Arcy were also
among the congregation.
"Brenda wanted this day to
be simple and dignified. No
grand display, just those
she loved gathered togeth-
er. "She won the highest
honour in her profession -
an Academy Award. "What
really mattered to her was
not the trophy, not the
applause or recognition,
what mattered to her most
of all was bringing out the
best in people. That was
Brenda's greatest gift, to see
the light in others and help
to make it shine brightly,"
he said.




CWG JUDO GOLD-WINNER ASMITA
DEY FACES UTTAR PRADESH
REWARD ELIGIBILITY QUESTION

India's Asmita Dey etched
her name in the history
books by winning the coun-
try's first-ever judo gold at
the Commonwealth Games.
She produced a spirited
comeback to clinch the top
honours in the women's 48kg
final, defeating Canada's
Heidi Quach in a dramatic
Golden Score contest in
Glasgow. The 23-year-old
from Tripura found herself
on the back foot early in the
final after conceding a yuko
and then receiving a penalty,
allowing Quach to take con-
trol of the bout. However,
Asmita responded brilliant-
ly, attacking with greater
intent and levelling the
scores at 1-1 shortly after the
midway stage of the four-
minute contest. Neither
judoka could find the deci-
sive score during regulation
time despite a series of
intense exchanges, forcing
the match into the Golden
Score period, where the first

scoring action determines
the winner. Maintaining her
composure under pressure,
Asmita launched a decisive
attack in sudden-death over-
time and earned another
yuko to seal a memorable
victory and hand India the
gold medal. The triumph
capped an impressive cam-
paign for the young judoka,
who showed remarkable
resilience to recover from an
early deficit and outfight her
Canadian opponent in a
gripping final. Days after her

victory, the Indian judoka
finds herself in a bit of con-
troversy over her eligibility
for Uttar Pradesh's state ath-
lete benefits. It is worth not-
ing that Asmita, who hails
from Tripura, represents
Uttar Pradesh in judo
events. So, is she eligible for
UP's state rewards according
to the August 2024 order? If
Asmita gets a green signal,
she will receive a massive
sum of Rs 1.5 crore for her
achievement at the Games
in Glasgow.

BCCI Questions Team India
Physio Over 'Dip In Fitness
Standards': Report

The medical team at the
Centre of Excellence (CoE)
in Bengaluru is looking to
restructure its fitness pro-
gramme amid injury con-
cerns of players in the
Indian cricket team,
according to a report by
Times Of India. The report
claimed that the CoE is
working on a standardised
base fitness parameter for
all cricketers instead of
customised tests. Since
Adrian Leroux took over
as the strength and condi-
tioning coach, it was
decided that the Bronco
test would be the primary
test to judge fitness

instead of Yo-Yo test. Now,
the BCCI medical team
has reportedly decided on
5.15-5.20 minutes as a 'base
figure to complete the
assorted drills to be
declared fit'. The CoE has
also set 9-10 minute mark
to complete the 2 km run-
ning test. “The Indian
players are not used to
the Bronco test. Over the
last year, the CoE had set
different base parame-
ters for players. It has
now emerged that certain
senior players were
given much comfortable
targets to meet to clear
fitness tests.

Pakistan Can Hold India To A draw In FIH Men's
World Cup Clash On August 19: Chief Selector

Chief selector Samiullah Khan on
Thursday said that Pakistan can
hold arch-rivals India to a draw in
their hockey World Cup clash on
August 19, which will be the key
for them to get past the first round
pool stage in the showpiece in
Belgium and the Netherlands.
Wednesday
announced a 20-member squad for
the World Cup (August 15-30) in
which the national team is taking
part after eight years. "Look, real-
istically the key is holding India at
least to a draw and we have the
capacity to beat Wales but our
toughest opponent is England who
are ranked high while we are
placed 12th right now in the FIH
rankings," Samiullah, a former
said
Thursday. Samiullah said that
team director and chief coach
Herman Kruis will join the squad
directly in the Netherlands where
he is presently on a pre tourna-
Pakistan

Pakistan on

Pakistan

captain,

ment assignment.

Bob Johan

Hockey Federation (PHF) has also
brought in two foreign coaches,
Veldhof
on Christopher Bowen to assist Kruis.
According to Samiullah, the squad
had been chosen jointly by the
national selectors and the recently-
appointed foreign coaching staff.
India is also in Pakistan's group in
the World Cup and Samiullah was

and

optimistic that the team can hold
them to a draw. England and Wales
are the other teams in Pool D of the
tournament. Pakistan will open
their campaign against England at
Amstelveen,
August 15 Samiullah said that
Pakistan's recent performances
against South Korea in the ongoing
home series, in which they estab-

Netherlands on

B Chief selector Samiullah
Khan on Thursday said that
Pakistan can hold arch-rivals
India to a draw in their hockey
World Cup clash on August
19, which will be the key for
them to get past the first round

pool stage in the showpiece in
Belgium and the Netherlands.

lished an unassailable 3-0 lead in
the four-match Test series, had
boosted the team's confidence.
Chief selector Samiullah Khan on
Thursday said that Pakistan can
hold arch-rivals India to a draw in
their hockey World Cup clash on
August 19, which will be the key
for them to get past the first round
pool stage.
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Banned from football at home, Afghan
women's team reunite 8,000 miles away

The changing room is busy
with  footballers  going
through their pre-match rou-
tines. Some stretch and tight-
en their boots, others
embrace. "Be strong as
always because we are repre-
senting Afghan women,"
says midfielder Fatima
Haidari to fellow members of
Afghan Women United.
Applause erupts in the room
where an Afghan flag hangs
and a patriotic song is
played. As the women sing
along some struggle to hold
back tears. There's a final
team huddle with words of
encouragement from their
coach before they head out to
the pitch — a place that for
years they had been told they
did not belong. The 23-player
squad, selected from Afghan
players now living abroad,
has travelled to New Zealand
for a training camp and to
play two unofficial friendly
games against the Cook
Islands. This is the first time
they have been together
since football governing
body Fifa ruled in April that
they could represent their
country in official matches
in the future. Previously,
they would have needed the
approval of the Afghanistan

Football Federation. This
was not possible under the
Taliban, who returned to
power in August 2021, impos-
ing wideranging restric-
tions on women and girls,
including barring them from
secondary school and uni-
versity, most professions
and organised sport. The
country's national women's
team, formed in 2007, could
no longer play and its mem-
bers were among those evac-
uated and resettled in coun-
tries including Australia, the
UK and Portugal. Years of
campaigning led to the cre-
ation of a refugee team,
which became Afghan
Women United. Thanks to
Fifa's ruling, it can now try to
qualify for international
competitions such as the
Olympics and World Cup.

Gathered in New Zealand,
the squad is excited to be
playing together - as asylum
seekers living in various
countries it has been hard
for them to get the travel doc-
uments in order to train as a
team over the past five years.
Sitting in the hotel in
Auckland the day before the
match, Manozh Noori, who
has short hair, wears a T-
shirt and knee-length shorts
- a look that she says has
often drawn criticism from
relatives for looking too
masculine. As the 23-year-
old speaks to BBC Global
Women about her family,
her voice begins to falter.
She pauses, takes a deep
breath and looks away for a
moment before continuing.
There are no tears, but the
emotion is clear.

one of them.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS' BIGGEST X-FACTOR?
WHY JOSH SIMMONS COULD HOLD KEY TO
PATRICK MAHOMES' SUCCESS

Josh Simmons did everything the Kansas
City Chiefs expected of him when they
drafted him in the first round last year. He
won the starting job protecting the blind
side of Patrick Mahomes in the offseason,
and the former Ohio State standout held
fast to it throughout training camp. He was
a stalwart through the first five weeks of
the season, not only living up to the expec-
tations placed upon him but, at least to
those watching from afar, exceeding every

Then things went haywire, much as they
did for the team as a whole. Simmons was
gone for about a month for what the team
would only call “personal reasons.”
When he returned, he managed to play
just a few more weeks before a fractured
wrist in Week 13 landed him on season-
ending injured reserve. Well, the wrist is
healed now. The ACL injury that ended
his final season with the Buckeyes has
long since healed.

Thai Footballer Dies As Lightning Strikes During
Match, Tragic Incident Caught On Camera

In a tragic incident on
Tuesday, a Thai footballer
named Sofwan Awae, who
was just 24 years old, lost his
life after being struck by light-
ning during a local football
match in southern Thailand.
Twelve other players were
also injured, as the incident
left everyone in shock. A
video has surfaced on social
media showing players play-
ing football amid rain when
lightning suddenly struck the
pitch, followed by a loud
explosion. The players rushed
to Awae, who fell to the
ground and remained motion-
less. As per reports, Awae,
who was a winger, suc-
cumbed to the critical injuries
he suffered despite the efforts
of emergency medical teams.
As per The Independent, the
incident occurred during the
Golok FA Cup, a local tourna-
ment featuring amateur and
Thai-Malaysian teams. The
match was between Awae's

Report Says Gianni Infantino Offered 2030 World Cup
Final To Morocco Amid Ongoing Row. FIFA Responds

side, SAMCOLTS, and Abu x
Nong Sirin. As the video sur-
faced on social media, condo-
lences started pouring in from
all corners. Meanwhile, some
users also questioned the deci-
sion to conduct the match
under such conditions.
"That's devastating. Stopping
a match in storm conditions
should be automatic protocol
everywhere," wrote a user.
"This is disastrous and so sad
to see. Imagine watching your
child play football and this
happened. God rest his soul,"

wrote another user. "The
league is responsible, they
need to take more precau-
tions. RIP to the player who
got hit," another comment
read. The news outlet also
pointed out that deaths due to
lightning in Thailand are
quote common. Quoting data
from the Department of
Disease Control, it stated that
at least 283 people were
struck by lightning across
the country between 2020 and
2024, and many of them died
on the spot.

FIFA president Gianni
Infantino offered Morocco the
chance to host the FIFA
World Cup 2030 final in
exchange for political back-
ing amid the ongoing contro-
versy, according to a report
by The Times. Infantino

found himself in the middle of

a major controversy after his
plans of selling a minority
stake in the World Cup to pri-
vate investors led to massive
outrage. The report claimed
that Infantino made the offer
to Morocco in order to receive
public backing from member

associations ahead of next
year's FIFA presidential elec-
tion. Morocco is all set to host
the World Cup in 2030 along
with Spain and Portugal but
the venue for the final has not
been decided yet.

According to the report,
Infantino privately promised
the final to Morocco with the
under-construction Hassan IT
Stadium near Casablanca as
the chosen venue for the sum-
mit clash. However, FIFA has
denied the report and said
that no such commitment
was made to any nation. "It is

false and misleading to claim
the FIFA President has made
any promise in relation to
hosting the FIFA World Cup
2030 final. A decision will be
made by FIFA in due course,"
a FIFA spokesperson said.
FIFA said on Wednesday that
it had apologised for errors
made over Gianni Infantino's
failed plan to sell stakes in the
World Cup and that senior
staff in attendance at a crisis
meeting in Morocco 'reaf-
firmed their full support" for
his presidency.

World football's governing
body attempted to present a
unified front amid the turbu-
lence caused by Infantino's
controversial plans, with
calls for him to step down. In
a statement, FIFA said
Secretary-General Mattias
Grafstrom and members of
the management board in
attendance in Rabat had
given their support to the
embattled president.

LIONEL M
FOR IN”

Lionel Messi scored his first
two goals since the World
Cup and took the career scor-
ing lead in the Leagues Cup
as Inter Miami overcame an
early deficit to beat Atletico
San Luis 42 on a rainy
Wednesday night. The match
at Nu Stadium was delayed
30 minutes in the second half
because of lightning in the
area. Messi scored in the 11th
and the 44th minutes. He has
14 goals in 12 Leagues Cup
matches — one ahead of Los
Angeles FC's Denis Bouanga
for most in the tournament's
four-year history. Telasco
Segovia and defender Micael

ESSI SCORES 2 GOALS, PROV
'ER MIAMI TO LEAVE FANS BUZZING

also scored, and Noah Allen
had three assists as Inter
Miami extended its unbeaten
streak to eight matches.
Messi returned to Miami's
starting lineup in his second
match since the World Cup,
where he led Argentina to its
second straight final appear-
ance before La Albiceleste
lost 1-0 to Spain. The 39-year-
old played 37 minutes as a
substitute in a 2-2 draw with
the Columbus Crew on
Saturday. After being held off
the scoresheet against
Columbus, it didn't take
Messi long to make an
impact on Wednesday. He

fired a long cross from Allen
past Andres Sanchez to
equalize after David
Rodriguez put San Luis
ahead with a header four
minutes into the match.
Messi finished from close
range later in the first half
and assisted on Micael's
header in stoppage time. Rafa
Llorente also scored for San
Luis. Messi led Miami to the
Leagues Cup title in 2023
shortly after his arrival with
the club. Inter Miami
reached the final again last
year, losing 3-0 to Seattle in a
match that ended with a
brawl involving Luis Suarez.

ES ASSIST

The veteran forward
appeared to spit toward a
member of the Sounders' staff
and grabbed at least one
Seattle player by the neck
during the melee, resulting
in a six-match tournament
suspension. That means
Suarez, who has seven goals
in the past four matches, was
not available Wednesday and
will not play in this year's
tournament. Lionel Messi
scored his first two goals
since the World Cup and took
the career scoring lead in the
Leagues Cup as Inter Miami
overcame an early deficit to
beat Atletico San Luis 4-2.

ALEXANDER ZVEREYV,
FELIX AUGER-ALIASSIME
AND DANIIL MEDVEDEV
EXIT MONTREAL MASTERS

The ATP Montreal Masters
lost its top two seeds in the
space of a few hours on
Wednesday as Germany's
Alexander Zverev and
Canadian Felix Auger-
Aliassime both exited the
field. Top seed and world
number three Zverev, this
year's French Open champi-

on and Wimbledon runner-
up, was toppled by
Dutchman Tallon

Griekspoor, who rallied for
a 6-7 (3/7), 62, 64 second-
round upset. "I didn't expect
to play well," Zverev said. "I
also didn't expect to play
this bad, to be honest."
Montreal native Auger-
Aliassime had to withdraw
before his scheduled night
match after injuring his
back during training on
Monday. "It was quite sud-
den. I was training here for
two weeks and I had zero
problems," Auger-
Aliassime said. "Just the
timing is tough. "I thought
that day by day things
would get better, but I tried
to go on court today, I tried
to warm up, and then I basi-
cally couldn't serve really,
so it was impossible for me

to think about even compet-
ing." Joining his fellow
elites on the sidelines was
fourth seed Daniil
Medvedev, the 2021 champi-
on, who went out 6-3, 7-6
(7/5) to Botic Van de
Zandschulp, another Dutch
spoiler. Medvedev missed
out on achieving his 100th
career victory at the
Masters level as he lost in
his Canada opener, weighed
down by 40 unforced errors.
Tournament officials
already were fuming at an
event in which world num-
ber one Jannik Sinner and
Novak Djokovic were both
high-profile absentees even
before the start. "I'm not
going to lie, we were hoping
that Felix was going to win
at least a few matches," tour-
nament director Valerie
Tetreault said. "He's defi-
nitely the player everybody
was talking about and peo-
ple wanted to know when he
was going to play." Zverev
was competing for the first
time since his Wimbledon
final loss to Sinner and
began to fade in the second
set against world number 69
Griekspoor.
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Versatile Actor R. Madhavan's
'G.D. Naidu' Set for a Grand
Theatrical Release on August 7

Versatile actor R. Madhavan,
known for consistently choosing
unique and meaningful subjects,
stars in the biographical drama
'G.D. Naidu' (GDN), directed by
actor-filmmaker Krishnakumar
Ramakumar. The film is based on
the inspiring life of legendary
Indian scientist and inventor
Gopalswamy Doraiswamy Naidu
(G.D. Naidu), who was widely cel-
ebrated as the "Edison of India,"
"Miracle Man," and the "Wealth
Creator of Coimbatore." The film
is produced by Vijay Moolan. R.
Madhavan portrays the iconic
G.D. Naidu, bringing to life the
extraordinary journey, bril-
liance, and relentless spirit of one

of India's greatest innovators.
The film also features Sathyaraj,
Jayaram, Priyamani, Dushara
Vijayan, and Vinay Rai in pivotal
roles. G.D. Naidu is all set for a
worldwide theatrical release on
August 7. After winning wide-
spread acclaim for portraying
Nambi Narayanan in the biopic
Rocketry: The Nambi Effect,
Madhavan has once again under-
gone a remarkable transforma-
tion for this film. His impressive
makeover, diverse looks, authen-
tic period setting, and the film's
grand production values have
significantly raised expectations.
Govind Vasantha's powerful
background score further ele-

vates every moment of the trail-
er, promising an emotionally
stirring cinematic experience.
G.D. Naidu brings to the big
screen the inspiring story of a
visionary who revolutionized
India's technological landscape
and left behind an enduring lega-
cy. The recently released Telugu
trailer has received an over-
whelming response from audi-
ences, film critics, and industry
experts alike. With tremendous
anticipation surrounding its
release, G.D. Naidu has emerged
as one of the most eagerly await-
ed Indian films of the year. The
film will have a worldwide the-
atrical release on August 7th.
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SARA ARJUN
SERVES BOLD
GRAZIA GLAMOUR

nakapalli is a raw
and rustic enter-

Watch Anakapalli in theatres and make It a
Grand Success: Sonu Sood at Pre-Release Event

ara Arjun turned

heads in Grazia’s lat-

est photoshoot,
effortlessly nailing four
distinct looks. From a sul-
try lace-trimmed slip dress
to a striking blue textured
gown with fringe detailing,
and a bold printed mini
paired with a Louis
Vuitton bag, Sara proved
once again why brands
love her. Her styling game
has never been stronger,
even as her film choices hit
a rough patch. The actress
became a household name
after Dhurandhar and its
sequel Dhurandhar: The
Revenge, which together

crossed a massive ?3,100
crore worldwide. But her
Telugu solo debut
Euphoria, released in
February this year, failed
to click with audiences,
opening weak and fading
fast at the box office.

Since then, Sara hasn’t
announced a major new
project. The question now
is whether Sara can carry
a film on her own or
remain a strong support-
ing presence in big fran-
chises. Her fashion out-
ings suggest she’s staying
relevant, but fans are
waiting for her next big
screen move.

tainer starring

Vikram Sahidev,
Sandhya Vasishta, and
Tarak Ponnappa in the
lead roles. Produced by
Kandregula Naidu and
Thrinadha Rao Nakkina
under the Bhavya Sri
Movie Makers and
Nakkina Narratives ban-
ners, the film is directed
by Khagesh
Thammineeni.
Kandregula Kumar Raja
serves as the co-producer,
while Thrinadha Rao
Nakkina has not only pro-
vided the story and
screenplay but also plays
a pivotal role in the film.
The movie is gearing up
for release soon. As part
of the promotions, a pre-
release event was held in
Anakapalli on
Wednesday. Speaking at

the event, Sonu Sood said*
, "I am happy to be here
for the Anakapalli event.
It looks like Vikram,
Tarak, and Sandhya have

delivered excellent per-
formances. Khagesh
appears to have directed
the film brilliantly. I
request the people of

Anakapalli to support this
movie. I hope everyone
watches Anakapalli in
theatres and makes it a
grand success."
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YUKTI THAREJA
TURNS QUEEN
IN REAL LIFE

ukti Thareja is set
Y to star in KJQ,

alongside

Dheekshith Shetty
and Shashi Odela. Co-star
Deekshith revealed at the
press meet that KJQ will
surprise everyone,
expressing confidence the
film will strike a chord, a
fitting tribute to late
director KK’s vision.
Yukti Thareja turns up
the glam quotient. Yukti
served pure ethereal ele-
gance in this shot,
twirling in an ivory-gold
lehenga with intricate
gota-patti leaf motifs scat-
tered across the flared

skirt and a heavily embel-
lished border. She paired
it with a matching mir-
ror-work blouse, a state-
ment choker, jhumkKis,
and stacked gold bangles,
letting her loose curls
complete the regal look,
total Queen energy, fit-
ting given her role in the
film.

KJQ hits screens tomor-
row, The period crime
drama, also starring
Shashi Odela, is all set for
a grand worldwide
release on August 7,
marking the emotional
culmination of KK’s final
directorial vision.

Nandamuri BasavaRama Tarakam NTR
Charitable Trust Dispatches Essential Relief
Supplies to Assam Flood Victims

The Nandamuri Basava
Tarakam NTR Charitable
Trust, established on the
occasion of the birth cen-
tenary of Smt. Nandamuri
BasavaRama  Tarakam
Garu, wife of the leg-
endary Nandamuri
Taraka Rama Rao (NTR),
has extended a helping
hand to the flood-affected
people of Assam by dis-
patching essential relief
materials.

Moved by the devastating
floods that have disrupted
the lives of thousands in
Assam, the Trust
launched a large-scale
relief initiative by volun-
tarily collecting essential
supplies from people
across the Telugu states.
The collected relief mate-
rials were handed over to
the NGO The Embryos,
which will distribute
them among flood victims

in Assam.

The relief consignment
includes food supplies,
clothing, drinking water,
and other daily necessi-
ties. The initiative
received an overwhelm-
ing response from
Hyderabad, Vijayawada,
Khammam, and several
other regions, with contri-
butions also pouring in
from supporters living
abroad.

'"Hushar Pittalu' Will Touch Everyone's
Hearts: Bekkem Venugopal

Starring Anshu and
Vasavi Ganesan, Hushar
Pittalu is an upcoming
youthful entertainer
directed by Bikshu.
Presented by Padma
Amma and BVG Studios,
the film is produced by
Venkat Yadav under the
Rudra Kranthi Pictures
banner. Having complet-
ed production, the film is
being distributed by lead-
ing production houses
Asian Suresh Films and
is set for a theatrical
release on August 15. The
film's teaser, released
recently, received an
overwhelming response.
The makers also
launched the energetic
song "Tonga Tonga" along
with "Sakkani Gadiya" on
Friday, both of which
have been well received.
The film's trailer will be

unveiled on August 10.

Pragya Jaiswal

Turns Up
Sultry Heat

ragya Jaiswal is set-
ting temperatures
soaring with her
latest photoshoot. Dressed
in a fuzzy white off-shoul-
der crop top paired with
matching high-waisted
shorts, the actress strikes

a series of sultry poses
that have quickly caught
fan attention online. It’s
been a quiet year on the
film front for Pragya, with
Tyson Naidu, co-starring
Bellamkonda Sai

Sreenivas and Nabha
Natesh, remaining her
only upcoming project.
With no other films
announced, fans are keep-
ing a close watch on
updates about the film.

Kajal Aggarwal
Radiates Grace

In Ethnic Style

Stunning beauty Kajal
Aggarwal recently grabbed
attention by sharing stun-
ning new pictures online.
Wearing an elegant off-white
embroidered suit with a
matching dupatta and eye-
catching circular earrings,
she looked absolutely grace-
ful. Her subtle makeup and
soft smile continue to charm
fans across social media. The
actress was recently seen in
the Hindi social drama The
India Story. Despite cover-
ing a sensitive topic, the
movie failed to connect with
audiences and turned out to
be a box-office flop. However,
Kajal remains focused on
her big career moves despite
this brief setback.

Sardar Sarvai Papanna" Movie
Poster Launched Grandly

The animation film Sardar
Sarvai Papanna, based on
the life of the legendary his-
torical warrior and Bahujan
emperor Sardar Sarvai
Papanna, has been directed
and produced by Venkatesh
Goud Lingampally. The
film is presented by VG

Movie Makers, with
Deepak Nyati serving as
the production supervisor.
It is set for a grand theatri-
cal release next week
across the Telugu states
through RK Films, headed
by Dr. Prathani
Ramakrishna Goud.
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