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SCAN FOR 
E-PAPER

OM NAMO 
VENKATESAYA

26- 08 - 2026
Total pilgrims : 77,568
Tonsures : 35,033
Hundi kanukalu : 4.19 CR 
Laddu sale... 4.15 Lac
Annaprasadam.. 2.38Lac
Aswini hospital... 3,497
Present Situation on 27-08-2026:
Waiting Compartments...Out side line 
at Silathoranam.

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens)..24 H.

Short Takes

Two pilots die as plane 
on training flight crashes 

PMJDY 
accounts cross 
59 crore mark

CM REVANTH GREETS 
TELANGANA  SISTERS ON 

RAKHI FESTIVAL 
Hyderabad TSIT:  Chief 

Minister A.Revanth Reddy 
extended heartfelt greet-

ings to all sisters of the 
Telangana State on the 

occasion of the Rakhi 
Purnima festival.   Chief 

Minister wished that 
everyone cele-

brate the 
Rakhi festival, 
which symbol-

ises a strong 
bond between brothers and 
sisters, with joy and happi-
ness.CM hoped that every 
household is blessed with 

happiness, prosperity, and 
good health. CM Revanth 

Reddy stated that the  
People's Government is 

striving to achieve the goal 
of economically empower-
ing women and transform-

ing them into 'crorepatis' 
(Millionaires). 

New Delhi: A trainee 
pilot and flying instruc-

tor were killed in a plane 
crash near Ganga 

Barrage, approximately 5 
nautical miles from 

Kanpur Civil Airport, on 
Thursday, according to a 

statement issued by the 
Ministry of Civil 

Aviation. The Tecnam 
P2006T twin-engine air-
craft, bearing registra-

tion VT-NBV and operat-
ed by M/s Garg Aviation 

Ltd., Kanpur, was on a 
training flight in the 

local flying area of 
Kanpur Civil Airport. 

There were two persons 
on board, a trainee pilot 

and an instructor.

New Delhi (TSIT): The 
total number of PM Jan 

Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) bank 
accounts for the poor across 

the country have crossed the 
59 crore mark with deposits 

of Rs 3.17 lakh crore as the 
scheme completes 12 years 
since its launch on August 

28, 2014, according to a state-
ment issued by the Finance 

Ministry on Thursday. 
Under PMJDY, 78 per cent of 

the accounts have been 
opened in rural or semi-

urban areas, and approxi-
mately 56 per cent of 

accounts are owned by 
women, depicting the priori-
ty of the scheme, which was 
to bring the underprivileged 

living in far-flung areas of 
the country into the formal 

financial sector.

Amaravati (TSIT): The 
Andhra Pradesh 
Government has intensi-
fied efforts to ensure the 
safety and safe return of 
Telugu pilgrims stranded 
in Nepal following sudden 
floods in several parts of 
the country.Acting on the 
directions of Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu, IT
and Real-Time Governance 
(RTG) Minister Nara
Lokesh instructed officials
to monitor the situation

round the clock and coordi-
nate with all concerned 
agencies.

Several pilgrims from 
Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana had travelled to 
Nepal for the Kailash 
Mansarovar pilgrimage, 
and some were reportedly 
stranded due to flood condi-
tions. The RTGS team was 
directed to establish contact 
with the pilgrims, verify 
their locations and continu-
ously monitor their safety.

RTG Department Secretary 
Katamneni Bhaskar and 
CEO Prakhar Jain coordi-
nated with AP Bhavan in 
New Delhi and APNRT offi-
cials to track the situation 
and provide regular updates 
to the Chief Minister’s 
Office and IT Minister.

A group of pilgrims from 
Tirupati was traced and con-
firmed safe at a hotel in 
Kathmandu. Officials are also 
collecting and verifying details 
of other pilgrims stranded in 
different parts of Nepal and 
coordinating assistance 
through various agencies.
Based on RTGS updates, AP 
Bhavan officials have initiated 
coordination with the Ministry 
of External Affairs, Indian 
Embassy, Nepal authorities 
and other concerned organisa-
tions to facilitate evacuation 
and safe return of the pilgrims.

AP Govt Ensures 24/7 Monitoring for Safe 
Return of Pilgrims Stranded in Nepal

CM Revanth Reddy inspects 
development works at 
Hyderabad’s Mir Alam Tank

Hyderabad (TSIT) : Telangana 
Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
on Thursday conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the ongoing 
development works at Mir Alam 
Tank, as part of the state govern-
ment’s vision to transform the 
area into a major tourist attrac-
tion in Hyderabad.

During the inspection, the 
Chief Minister reviewed the 
works in detail and directed offi-
cials to develop the area with 
distinctive, world-class designs 
and tourist-friendly amenities.

According to the Chief 
Minister’s Office (CMO), he 
reviewed the plans presented 
through a photo exhibition and 
offered several suggestions to 

enhance the overall develop-
ment. Travelling around the 
tank in an open-top jeep, the 
Chief Minister inspected the 
ongoing works and also reviewed 
the construction of the suspen-
sion bridge being built across 
Mir Alam Tank. He went up with 
the help of a heavy crane to see 
the suspension bridge being con-
structed over the tank.

The Chief Minister directed 
the officials to complete all works 
within the stipulated timeline. 
He asked them to take steps to 
prevent sewage from entering 
the tank. The officials were also 
directed to widen the canal to 
facilitate the smooth flow of 
floodwater into the Musi River.

Nepal PM Balen 
Shah faces test as 
flash floods kill 162

New Delhi (TSIT): Barely five 
months into his tenure, Nepal’s 
Prime Minister Balendra “Balen” 
Shah is facing his most formidable 
test of governance after a cata-
strophic flash flood tore through 
three districts bordering Tibet. 
Shah personally visited Nuwakot 
to assess the devastation. At the 
same time, Foreign Minister 
Shisir Khanal, speaking at the 
NDTV World Anviksha Summit in 
Kathmandu, outlined the Prime 
Minister’s leadership style and cri-
sis response. Khanal portrayed 
Shah as a results-driven leader, 
impatient for swift outcomes and 
determined to make public servic-
es accessible without bureaucratic 
hurdles. “He wants results, and he 
wants them fast. He’s very focused 
on deliverables,” Khanal said, add-
ing that Shah trusts his ministers, 
delegates responsibility, and 
expects tangible achievements 
rather than micromanagement.

No shortage of onion in country, 
retail sale at Rs 35 a kg begins: 

Consumer Affairs Secretary

New Delhi, Aug 27 : There 
is no onion shortage in the 
country, the government 
said on Thursday, as it 
started the retail sale of 
onions at Rs 35 per kg from 
its price stabilisation buf-
fer to provide relief to con-
sumers. Consumer Affairs 
Secretary Nidhi Khare 
flagged off the onion distri-
bution campaign from 
Krishi Bhawan here. 
Initially, onions will be 
sold at Rs 35 per kg through 
outlets and mobile vans 
operated by the NCCF, the 
NAFED, and the Kendriya 
Bhandars.Speaking to the 
media, Khare said that 
every year, the govern-

ment makes efforts to 
ensure that consumers get 
onions at subsidised rates 
through retail interven-
tion whenever prices rise.

She said the government 
remains committed to pro-
tecting consumers from sud-
den spikes in onion prices. 
"There is neither any short-
age in onion production nor 
in its availability across the 
country," she noted.Khare 
said that onion exports this 
year are also at almost the 
same level as last year. 
According to her, the govern-
ment intervenes in the mar-
ket from time to time to keep 
prices under control and pro-
vide relief to consumers.

Cong leader Randeep 
Surjewala alleges Rs 
36,000-cr ‘sugar scam’, 
targets BJP Govt

New Delhi (TSIT) Senior 
Congress leader Randeep Singh 
Surjewala on Thursday 
attacked the Modi government 
over the steep rise in sugar pric-
es, alleging a “Rs 36,000-crore 
sugar price scam” that has left 
ordinary consumers paying the 
price while hoarders and black-
marketeers profit. Surjewala 
said sugar prices had surged 
from around Rs 45 per kg to Rs 
70-Rs 75 per kg in August alone, 
turning the sweetness of the fes-
tive season into a bitter experi-
ence for households.Addressing 
a press conference here, 
Surjewala claimed that around 
12 million tonnes of sugar 
would be consumed between 
August and November, with 
festival-season monthly con-
sumption rising to nearly three 
million tonnes.

PM Modi to visit Uzbekistan, attend 
SCO Summit in Kyrgyzstan

New Delhi, Aug 27 : Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi will  attend 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) Summit  in 
Kyrgyzstan's Bishkek next week 
and also undertake a State Visit to 
Uzbekistan, the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) announced on 
Thursday.

PM Modi is set to arrive in 
Tashkent on August 29 on a two-day 
bilateral visit at the invitation of 
Uzbekistan President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev. This will be Prime 
Minister Modi's fourth visit to 
Uzbekistan and he is scheduled to 
hold delegation-level talks with 
President Mirziyoyev to further 
strengthen the strategic partnership 
between the two countries.

According to the MEA, the two 
leaders would review cooperation in 
trade and investment, defence, digi-
tal connectivity, energy, education 
and people-to-people domains and 
set the agenda for the road ahead. 
They will also share perspectives on 
advancing the shared developmen-
tal visions of 'Viksit Bharat 2047' and 
'Uzbekistan-2030'.PM Modi is also 
expected to visit the Shastri 
Memorial in Tashkent and the 
Mahatma Gandhi Centre at the 
Tashkent State University of 
Oriental Studies.This will be PM 
Modi's fourth visit to Uzbekistan, 
said Sibi George, Secretary (West) at 
MEA. He had earlier visited 

Uzbekistan and other Central Asian 
countries in 2015, followed by visits 
in 2016 and 2022 to attend the SCO 
Summits.India and Uzbekistan have 
maintained extensive and fruitful 
engagements both in bilateral and 
multilateral formats over the past 
many years. The Uzbek President 
visited India for a State Visit in 2018 
and he also participated in the 
Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit in 
2019.PM Modi and Mirziyoyev met 
on the sidelines of COP28 in Dubai 
in 2023 and also in 2024, on the side-
lines of the BRICS Summit in Kazan.

The leaders last met in 2025 on the 
sidelines of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
summit in Tianjin, China.

Discussions are expected to cover 
a wide range of areas of mutual 
interest and identify new avenues 
for strengthening bilateral coopera-
tion, including trade and invest-
ment, critical minerals, healthcare, 
business-to-business engagement, 
education, space, technology, cul-
ture and people-to-people 
exchanges."This engagement will 
provide an opportunity to highlight 
the long-standing cultural ties 
between India and Uzbekistan, as 
well as the important role of aca-
demic and people-to-people 
exchange in further strengthening 
the bilateral relationship," Secretary 
George noted during a special media 
briefing on the visit of PM Modi to 

Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan on 
Thursday.At the Tashkent State 
University, Prime Minister Modi 
will also interact with Indologists 
and scholars."The Prime Minister's 
visit will reaffirm the close, multi-
faceted and growing strategic part-
nership between India and 
Uzbekistan," stated Secretary 
George.Following the State Visit to 
Uzbekistan, Prime Minister Modi 
will travel to Bishkek on August 31 
to participate in the 26th SCO 
Summit. This year marks the 25th 
anniversary of the SCO and this 
year's theme is '25 Years of the SCO: 
Together Towards Sustainable 
Peace, Development, and 
Prosperity'.

In May, SCO Secretary General 
Nurlan Yermekbayev, a former 
Defence Minister of Kazakhstan, 
visited India and also the Nalanda 
University.

The programme elements for the 
upcoming SCO leadership summit 
in Bishkek include a welcome din-
ner on August 31, and the summit 
plenary the next day, where Prime 
Minister Modi will deliver his 
remarks. A number of bilateral 
engagements are also being planned 
on the sidelines in Bishkek.

PM Modi is also expected to par-
ticipate in the opening ceremony of 
the 6th World Nomad Games along 
with other leaders from SCO mem-
ber countries.

New Delhi (TSIT): 
The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said on 
Thursday that 288 Indian 
nationals remain out of contact 
following the flash floods in 
Nepal as India continues to 
make all efforts to reach out to 
the missing people through the 
Nepalese authorities. 
Addressing a special media 
briefing on Nepal disaster in 
New Delhi, MEA spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal stated that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi spoke to his Nepalese 
counterpart Balendra Shah on 
Wednesday and expressed 
India's solidarity with the 
Himalayan nation, offering all 
possible humanitarian assis-
tance.

Sharing details about the 
Indian nationals who remain 
out of touch, Jaiswal said, "As 
per information currently 
available, there are 288 Indian 
nationals who remain uncon-
tactable. These include 73 
Indian nationals who are 
working on the Trishuli-1 
Power Project. Our Embassy 
in Kathmandu is in touch 

with project head to get more 
details about these people as 
you well understand that 
communication lines in that 
area, they are totally disrupt-
ed and therefore it has been 
difficult to get in touch with 
people on the ground.

"So, the first group of 73 peo-
ple who are working on 
Trishuli-1 Power Project, then 
two separate groups of 37 and 49 
Indian nationals from Tamil 
Nadu who travelled for Kailash 
Mansarovar Yatra through 
Samrat and Fly Everest travels, 
these are two separate travel 
agents. Then, a group of 32 
Indian nationals from West 
Bengal who travelled with the 
help of Samrat travels in 

Timure which is in Rasuwa dis-
trict where this particular 
disaster has happened. Then, a 
group of 61 Indian nationals 
from different states who trav-
elled through Richa Tours and 
then a group of 33 Indian nation-
als from Kerala. So, these are 
five major groups who com-
prise by and large, the 288 peo-
ple that we are talking about. 
We are making all efforts to 
reach out to our people through 
the Nepalese authorities. We 
will have more updates for you 
on this particular matter and 
we will try to keep you updated 
as soon as possible," he added.
Jaiswal said that 21 Indian 
nationals have been rescued so 
far in Nepal.

288 Indians Uncontactable After 
Nepal Floods, 21 Rescued: MEA



2VIJAYAWADA
FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 2026 South

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Hyderabad (TSIT): Bridal 
fashion enthusiasts in 
Hyderabad are set to expe-
rience a grand showcase of 
elegance and luxury as Hi 
Life Brides brings together 
an exclusive collection of 
bridal couture, designer 
wear, fine jewellery, trous-
seau and statement acces-
sories.

The event will feature 
creations from some of 
India’s leading designers, 
offering a wide range of 
bridal ensembles and wed-
ding fashion trends. From 
traditional bridal looks to 
contemporary styles for 
various wedding occa-
sions, visitors can explore 
exquisite craftsmanship 
and premium collections 
under one roof.

Hi Life Brides aims to 

provide brides-to-be with a 
curated shopping experi-
ence, bringing together the 
finest in Indian fashion 
and luxury for their dream 
wedding wardrobe.

Hi Life Brides Showcase to 
Bring Bridal Luxury and 
Couture to Hyderabad

Hyderabad, August 27: 
Kamineni Hospitals has 
issued a monsoon health 
advisory following a rise 
in cases of viral fevers, 
influenza-like illnesses 
(ILI) and acute febrile con-
ditions across Hyderabad.
Doctors at the hospital’s 
LB Nagar and King Koti 
facilities have advised peo-
ple to avoid self-medica-
tion, especially unneces-
sary antibiotic use, and 
urged those with fever last-
ing beyond 72 hours to 
undergo timely diagnostic 
tests.

While Hyderabad has 
reported comparatively 
lower dengue cases this 
year, doctors cautioned 
that early symptoms of 
dengue, H1N1 influenza 
and other viral infections 
often overlap, making 
medical evaluation essen-
tial. Senior physicians 
stressed the importance of 
early blood tests and prop-
er diagnosis instead of 
assuming that fever will 
subside on its own.

Dr. M. Swamy, HoD and 
Senior Consultant 
Physician at Kamineni 
Hospitals, said seasonal 
viral infections are 
increasing during the 

monsoon period and urged 
families to remain cau-
tious. He advised the pub-
lic to avoid sharing bank 
details, OTPs? (removed as 
irrelevant) and focus on 
health precautions such as 
timely testing and preven-
tive care.

Dr. Hari Kishan warned 
that unnecessary antibiot-
ic consumption for viral 
fevers is ineffective and 
contributes to antimicro-
bial resistance. He also 
highlighted the impor-
tance of influenza vaccina-
tion, particularly for vul-
nerable groups.

Doctors advised chil-
dren below five years, 
senior citizens, pregnant 
women and people with 
underlying health condi-

tions to take extra precau-
tions. Warning signs such 
as severe abdominal pain, 
repeated vomiting, bleed-
ing, breathlessness, 
reduced urine output, con-
fusion or extreme weak-
ness require immediate 
medical attention.

Kamineni Hospitals also 
urged residents to prevent 
mosquito breeding by 
clearing stagnant water 
regularly and follow respi-
ratory hygiene measures, 
including handwashing 
and mask usage in crowd-
ed places. The hospital’s 
emergency and diagnostic 
departments remain 
equipped with round-the-
clock testing facilities for 
viral and vector-borne 
infections.

Kamineni Hospitals issues 
monsoon health advisory amid 
rise in viral fevers and flu cases

Vijayawada, August 27: 
Election officials across 
Andhra Pradesh have 
been instructed to main-
tain quality, transparency 
and accuracy during the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls and 
work towards preparing 
an error-free voter list.
Election Commission of 
India (ECI) Senior Deputy 
Election Commissioner 
Dr. Pawan Kumar Sharma 
reviewed the progress of 
the SIR process in Andhra 
Pradesh at a meeting held 
at the NTR District 
Collectorate in Vijayawada 
on Thursday. He appreci-
ated the state’s efforts and 
urged officials to continue 

coordinated work until the 
final electoral roll is pub-
lished on October 3.

Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Electoral Officer Vivek 
Yadav and Additional 
CEO S. Dilli Rao partici-
pated in the review meet-
ing along with district col-
lectors and Electoral 
Registration Officers 

(EROs).
Dr. Sharma informed 

that 43,71,397 notices have 
been distributed across 
the state so far, while field 
verification has been com-
pleted for 16,23,774 notices. 
He directed districts lag-
ging behind in verification 
to speed up the process 
without compromising on 

transparency and SIR 
guidelines.

The Kurnool district 
administration was appre-
ciated for recording the 
lowest pending verifica-
tion rate of 15.18 per cent.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of coordination 
among EROs, AEROs, 
Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs), Booth Level 
Agents (BLAs) and politi-
cal party representatives, 
Dr. Sharma instructed offi-
cials to address voter con-
cerns promptly and pro-
vide assistance to elderly, 
sick and other voters 
unable to attend verifica-
tion.

He also directed AEROs 

to carefully examine objec-
tions and take fair deci-
sions after proper enquiry. 
Districts and constituen-
cies with lower verifica-
tion progress were asked 
to prepare action plans 
and improve performance 
before the next review 
meeting scheduled for 
September 5.

The meeting also 
reviewed voter awareness 
programmes, polling sta-
tion rationalisation and 
disposal of Forms 6, 7 and 
8. Dr. Sharma called upon
officials to work collective-
ly to ensure a clean, trans-
parent and accurate elec-
toral roll in Andhra
Pradesh.

ECI Directs Andhra Officials to Ensure Transparent and Error-Free Voter Rolls

TSIT : Visakhapatnam.
In a proud moment for 
Andhra cricket, former 
Andhra cricketer K. Naga 
Gangadhar has been 
appointed Manager of the 
South Zone team for the 
ongoing Duleep Trophy 
2026, while former Andhra 
Ranji player Vikram 
Verma has been named 
Head Coach. The tourna-
ment features six zonal 
teams—South, East, 
North, West, Central and 
North East—and is being 
conducted at the BCCI 
Centre of Excellence (COE) 
Ground in Bengaluru. The 
2026–27 edition com-
menced on August 23, with 
South Zone led by India’s 
T20 vice-captain Tilak 
Varma and Andhra’s 
senior batter Ricky Bhui 
serving as vice-captain. 

South Zone has directly 
qualified for the semi-
finals and will play its last-
four clash in Bengaluru 
from August 30. The squad 
also includes Andhra play-
ers SK Rasheed, K. Sai 
Teja and T. Vijay, further 
strengthening Andhra’s 
representation in the zonal 
team. Reacting to his 
appointment, Naga 
Gangadhar expressed grat-
itude to Andhra Cricket 

Association (ACA) 
President Kesineni 
Sivanadh and ACA 
Secretary Sana Satish 
Babu for their continued 
support and for facilitating 
his appointment as team 
manager. He said the 
opportunity was a matter 
of pride for Andhra cricket 
and assured that he would 
contribute to the team’s 
success in the prestigious 
tournament. The Duleep 
Trophy is one of India’s 
premier domestic red-ball 
competitions, bringing 
together leading cricketers 
representing the country’s 
six zones. This year’s tour-
nament is being hosted at 
the BCCI’s high-perfor-
mance facilities in 
Bengaluru, with the final 
scheduled to be played 
from September 6.

K. Naga Gangadhar Appointed South Zone
Manager for Duleep Trophy 2026

Collector Inspects 
Maddur Offices

Narayanpet: District 
Collector Priyanka conduct-
ed surprise inspections at 
Maddur Municipality, 
Tahsildar Office and MPDO 
Office on Thursday. She 
reviewed public services, 
record maintenance and 
welfare scheme implemen-
tation.

The Collector directed 
officials to update records 
regularly, complete land 
registrations on time and 
ensure proper implementa-
tion of employment guaran-
tee works. She also visited a 
girls’ school and Anganwadi 
centre, checking atten-
dance, facilities and servic-
es.She instructed staff to 
maintain punctuality and 
provide transparent servic-
es to the public.

Khammam (TSIT): Trees 
are the main source of life for 
humanity and play a crucial 
role in protecting the envi-
ronment, said State Revenue, 
Housing and Information & 
Public Relations Minister 
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy. 
He, along with District 
Collector Divakara, planted 
saplings at the Gram 
Panchayat office premises in 
Yerragadda village of 
Thirumalayapalem mandal 
as part of the 
Vanamahotsavam pro-
gramme.Speaking on the 
occasion, the minister said 
everyone should take respon-
sibility for planting and pro-
tecting saplings amid the 

deteriorating environmental 
balance. Providing clean air 
and a healthy environment 
to future generations would 
be the greatest gift we can 
offer, he said. He urged 
Panchayat staff and villagers 
to take responsibility for 
every sapling planted and 
protect it until it grows into a 
tree.He called for coordinat-
ed efforts by public represen-
tatives and officials to 
increase greenery in every 
village. Environmental pro-
tection should not be viewed 
merely as a government pro-
gramme but as a social 
responsibility in which 
everyone must participate, 
he said.

Trees are vital for 
environmental protection

Ensure Emergency Medicines 
Stocked: Addl. Collector

M a h a b u b n a g a r : 
Additional Collector 
Madhusudan Naik 
i n s p e c t e d 
Devarakadra PHC 
and reviewed medical 
services, medicine 
availability, laborato-
ry facilities and 
patient amenities on 
Thursday.He interact-
ed with patients and directed officials to maintain adequate 
stocks of essential medicines, including Anti-Snake Venom, 
to handle emergency cases without delay. He instructed 
medical staff to ensure timely and quality healthcare services 
for the public.

Rs.8.33 Crore Compensation 
Distributed to Flood Victims

W a n a p a r t h y : 
MLA Thoodi 
Meghareddy and 
District Collector 
Adarsh Surabhi 
distributed com-
p e n s a t i o n 
cheques worth 
Rs.8.33 crore to 
125 flood-affected 
families of Bandaravipakula village displaced due to the 
Edula Reservoir project.The MLA said the government has 
released Rs.67 crore compensation for Bandaravipakula and 
Konkalapally flood victims. He assured support through 
Indiramma houses, infrastructure and employment opportu-
nities in rehabilitation villages. Collector Adarsh Surabhi 
said steps are being taken to provide compensation to all eli-
gible victims.

Complex Surgeries Made Easier 
with Robotic Technology

The South India Times // 
Nagarkurnool : Complex surgical 
procedures are being made easier 
with robotic and advanced laparo-
scopic technologies, said Dr. Krishna 
Chowdary, gastroenterology special-
ist at Yashoda Hospitals, 
Secunderabad. Speaking at a press meet held in Nagarkurnool dis-
trict headquarters, he said the hospital has the expertise to success-
fully perform highly complex intestinal surgeries using advanced 
laparoscopic techniques, some of which may otherwise take up to 24 
hours. He said advanced robotic technology is being used to provide 
treatment for complex conditions related to the kidney.

Mancherial, August 27: A 
s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t 
Centralised Community 
Kitchen, established 
under the Telangana gov-
ernment’s School 
Breakfast Programme, 
will be inaugurated at the 
Medical Godown premis-
es in Mancherial on 
August 31. Mancherial 
MLA Kokkirala Prem 
Sagar Rao will attend the 
inauguration as chief 
guest.

The facility, estab-
lished with the Hare 
Krishna Movement 
Charitable Foundation 
(HKMCF) as the imple-
mentation partner and 

financial support from 
Singareni Collieries 
Company Limited (SCCL) 
through its CSR funds, 
will provide hygienically 
prepared and nutritious 
breakfast to more than 

48,000 stu-
dents across 
Mancherial, 
Peddapalli 
and Jagtial 
districts.

The kitch-
en will cater 
to 42,450 stu-
dents from 
691 govern-
ment schools 
and 6,654 stu-
dents from 

13 junior colleges across 
17 mandals. The facility 
has been developed in an 
8,000-square-foot govern-
ment-provided shed with 
modern food processing 
and cooking equipment.

The automated kitchen 
can prepare 5,600 idlis, 
2,000 dosas and 3,600 puris 
per hour. It is also 
equipped with a food lab-
oratory, milk processing 
unit, vegetable washing 
and cutting system, RO 
water plant, boiler plant 
and central gas bank to 
maintain quality and 
hygiene standards.

The breakfast menu 
has been designed based 
on National Institute of 
Nutrition guidelines and 
includes items such as 
idli, dosa, puri, upma, 
millet idli and bonda 
along with suitable 
accompaniments.

Centralised Kitchen in Mancherial to Provide 
Nutritious Breakfast to 48,000 Students

Hyderabad, TSIT : Director 
General of Police C.V. 
Anand on Thursday hand-
ed over an insurance com-
pensation cheque of Rs.95 
lakh to the family of AR 
constable Kambala 
Shankar, who died follow-
ing a road accident after 
completing his duty. 
Shankar (31), serving with 
the Malkajgiri 
Commissionerate, met 
with an accident near 
Wadaparthi village on 
March 28 while returning 
home on his two-wheeler 
after duty. He sustained 
serious injuries and died 
while undergoing treat-
ment on March 31. As 

Shankar’s salary was cred-
ited to a Bank of Baroda 
Police Salary Package 
account, his family was eli-
gible for insurance bene-
fits. The bank processed 
the claim and sanctioned 
Rs.15 lakh under GTL and 
Rs.80 lakh under Group 
Personal Accident (GPA) 
insurance, totalling Rs.95 
lakh. DGP C.V. Anand pre-
sented the compensation 
cheque to Shankar’s par-
ents in the presence of IG 
Welfare Gajarao Bhupal, 
Bank of Baroda General 
Manager and Zonal Head 
M.V.S. Sudhakar, S.K.
Prasad, Ravi and other
officials.

DGP C.V. Anand Hands Over Rs.95 
Lakh Insurance Compensation to 

Deceased Constable’s Family

Nalgonda: The National 
Highway Task Force has 
decided to intensify high-
way patrolling, remove 
encroachments and take 
preventive measures to 
reduce road accidents on 
the Hyderabad-
Vijayawada National 
Highway.

A review meeting of 
the Task Force was held 
at the District Collector’s 
office conference hall on 
Thursday under the 
chairmanship of 
Additional Collector 
(Local Bodies) in-charge 
Prem Karan Reddy, fol-
lowing the recent road 
accident in Suryapet dis-
trict.

Officials discussed 
increasing public aware-
ness about road safety, 
traffic signboards, park-
ing areas and safe driv-
ing practices. The Task 
Force directed that dha-
bas, hotels, tea stalls, pan 

shops and other estab-
lishments set up by 
encroaching road areas 
should be shifted away 
from the highway. 
Officials were instructed 
to remove illegal struc-
tures with the help of 
cranes if notices are 
ignored.

The meeting also 
decided to arrange ambu-
lances and cranes at 
every 30–40 km stretch of 
the highway for quick 

e m e r g e n c y 
response dur-
ing accidents.

Drivers will 
be educated 
about the risks 
of continuous 
driving, espe-
cially during 
early morning 
hours, and 
advised to take 
breaks every 
two hours. 
O f f i c i a l s 
stressed that 

vehicles should not 
exceed the speed limit of 
80 kmph and warned that 
strict action would be 
taken against violations 
of traffic rules.District 
Revenue Officer 
Dasharatha, along with 
officials from R&B, 
National Highways, 
Medical and Health, 
Police and other depart-
ments, participated in 
the meeting.

Task Force Plans Measures to Prevent Accidents on 
Hyderabad-Vijayawada Highway

CM Revanth Reddy Visits Ailing 
Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla at 

Yashoda Hospital

Hyderabad, TSIT 
BUREAU: Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy on
Thursday visited 
Telangana Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla, who is
undergoing treatment for
illness at Yashoda Hospital 
in HITEC City.Chief 
Minister enquired about
the Governor’s health con-
dition and wished him a
speedy recovery. He also
interacted with the doctors 
and sought details about
the treatment being pro-
vided to the Governor.MP
Vem Narender Reddy
accompanied the Chief
Minister during the visit.

Hyderabad, TSIT: 
Irrigation and Civil 
Supplies Minister N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy 
has directed the 
Telangana State Civil 
Supplies Corporation to 
prepare a comprehensive 
plan to establish modern 
grain silos with an addi-
tional scientific storage 
capacity of five lakh to 10 
lakh metric tonnes, with 
women’s Self-Help Groups 
(SHGs) playing a major 
role in their construction 
and operation.Reviewing 
the Corporation’s affairs 
with senior officials, Uttam 
said Telangana needed to 
rapidly expand its grain-

storage infrastructure to 
keep pace with the signifi-
cant growth in paddy culti-
vation, production and 
procurement.He said 
improved irrigation facili-
ties, expansion of the culti-
vable area and procure-
ment at Minimum Support 
Price had resulted in a 
steady increase in paddy 
arrivals, creating greater 
demand for safe and scien-
tific storage facilities.

Women SHGs to Build, Operate Grain Silos in 
Telangana Minister UttamKumar 
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 Visakhapatnam (TSIT) The 
Amaravati Capital Region 
Development Authority (CRDA) 
has approved infrastructure 
works worth Rs.1,437 crore in 29 
capital villages, including roads, 
underground drainage, drink-
ing water pipelines and street 
lighting      inistration and Urban 
Development Minister P. 
Narayana said on Thursday. 
Addressing the media after the 
65th CRDA Authority meeting 
chaired by Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu at the State 
Secretariat, he said Rs.596 crore 
had also been approved for the 
construction of a centralised 
public library, auditorium and 
human resources buildings at 

Shakamuru. The Minister said 
drinking water supply in the 
capital villages would be 
enhanced from the existing 40 
litres per person per day to 135 
litres. The CRDA has also 
approved replacement of water 
pipelines to meet the increased 
requirement. With the earlier 
Rs.904 crore already sanctioned, 

the total allocation for infra-
structure in the 29 villages will 
reach Rs.1,437 crore.

The CRDA has decided to 
develop all roads in the capital 
villages as BT roads based on 
recommendations from experts, 
including CRRI, New Delhi and 
IIT Kharagpur. The authority 
also approved supply of 30 MLD 
drinking water to Mangalagiri 
town at Rs.10 per kilolitre, while 
future demand is estimated at 80 
MLD. The Minister said 42 acres 
had been identified at 
Pitchikalapalem, Tulluru, 
Mandadam and Kuragallu for 
mixed-use development, with 
permission granted to invite 
RFPs. An 8.5-acre site was 

approved for a National 
Institute of Electronics and 
Information Technology 
deemed university, while an 
MoU with IOCL for green-ener-
gy infrastructure was also 
approved. Land between the 
proposed Inner Ring Road and 
railway lines passing through 
Kanteru and Tadikonda and the 
capital region has been permit-
ted to be brought under land 
pooling. Narayana clarified that 
loan waiver benefits for newly 
pooled lands would apply only 
to farmers who had availed agri-
cultural loans before January 6, 
2026, subject to a waiver of up to 
Rs.1 lakh.

` 1,437 Crore Infrastructure Push for Amaravati Capital Villages

TSIT, Visakhapatnam
State Minister Kinjarapu 
Atchannaidu launched a sharp 
attack on former Chief Minister 
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy, alleging 
that the previous YSRCP govern-
ment had caused greater damage to 

Andhra Pradesh than natural 
calamities. Addressing a press con-
ference at the TDP office in 
Visakhapatnam, he said the people 
should remain cautious against a 
repetition of the 2019 electoral out-
come, claiming that such a develop-

ment would harm the State rather 
than any individual or political 
party. Referring to irrigation, he 
said the previous TDP government 
had spent around Rs.64,000 crore 
on the sector, while the present 
coalition government had spent 
Rs.13,500 crore in the last two-and-
a-half years to put Rayalaseema 
projects back on track. He said 
steps were being taken to launch 
the Polavaram project before the 
Godavari Pushkarams and 
announced that Godavari water 
would be brought to North Andhra 
on September 3. 

El Nino Less of a Threat to State Than 
Jagan, Says Minister Atchannaidu

Tirumala, 28 August 2026:TTD Chairman Sri 
B.R. Naidu said better and more advanced 
medical services would be provided in TTD 
hospitals.

Dr. Gudaru Jagadish, the newly appointed 
Director of SVIMS, has formally met the 
TTD Chairman at the latter's Camp Office in 
Tirumala on Thursday. 

The Chairman congratulated him on his 
appointment.Later speaking to the media, 
the TTD Board Chief said Dr. Jagadish was 
appointed as SVIMS Director as per the 
directions of Hon’ble Chief Minister Sri Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu. 

He said SVIMS would reach higher stan-
dards of medical care under his leadership.  
The Super Speciality Heart Care Hospital for 
Children will also be inaugurated soon, he 
maintained.Dr. Jagadish said the hospital 
would be developed in line with the Chief 
Minister’s vision and under the guidance of 
TTD Chairman Sri B.R. Naidu and Executive 
Officer Sri Ravichandra. 

He said efforts would be made to develop 
Tirupati as an Integrated Medical Hub and 
expand NTR Vaidya Seva services to reduce 
the burden on poor patients.

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) The 
Andhra Pradesh Government has 
intensified efforts to trace and 
assist Telugu pilgrims stranded 
in Nepal following floods in sev-
eral areas. Acting on the direc-
tions of Chief Minister Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu, Minister for 
Real Time Governance and IT 
Nara Lokesh is overseeing the 
coordinated response through the 
Real Time Governance Society 
(RTGS). RTGS teams are main-
taining round-the-clock monitor-
ing of the situation, particularly 
along the Nepal–Tibet route used 
by Kailash Mansarovar pilgrims. 

RTG Secretary Bhaskar 
Katamneni and RTGS CEO 
Prakhar Jain have directed offi-
cials to collect, verify and cross-
check information regarding the 
safety and whereabouts of Andhra 
Pradesh residents and pilgrims. 
The verified updates are being 
shared with Andhra Pradesh 
Bhavan in New Delhi to facilitate 
further assistance, rescue and 
evacuation measures.

The floods have affected 
important transit and acclimati-
sation points, including Syapru 
Besi, BC and Timure, making 
communication and movement 

difficult. RTGS is tracking every 
available lead and coordinating 
with AP Bhavan and other con-
cerned agencies, including the 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Indian and Nepalese authori-
ties. A dedicated control room 
has also been established at 
Andhra Pradesh Bhavan, New 
Delhi, to coordinate assistance 
to affected Andhra Pradesh resi-
dents. The State Government 
said monitoring and coordina-
tion would continue until the 
safety and whereabouts of all 
affected Telugu pilgrims and 
residents are established.

RTGS Intensifies Monitoring of Telugu 
Pilgrims Stranded in Nepal Floods

Better Medical 
Services at TTD 
Hospitals-TTD 

Chairman 
 Visakhapatnam (TSIT) 

The Andhra Pradesh 
Government has intro-
duced a uniform three-
level mechanism for 
supervisory checks of 
buildings and processing 
of Occupancy Certificates 
across Nagar Panchayats, 
M u n i c i p a l i t i e s , 
Municipal Corporations 
and Urban Development 
Authorities. The reform 
is aimed at reducing pro-
cedural delays, fixing 
clear responsibility at 
each stage and ensuring 
faster delivery of build-
ing-related services with-
out diluting regulatory 
oversight. Under the 
revised system, building 
files will move through 
Level-1, Level-2 and 
Level-3, with Level-3 con-
tinuing as the confirming 
authority for the respec-
tive site-area category. 
M u n i c i p a l 
Administration and 
Urban Development 
Minister P. Narayana 
said the measure was 
intended to simplify pro-
cedures, eliminate avoid-
able layers of scrutiny 
and ensure that citizens 
receive Occupancy 
Certificates within the 
prescribed timelines. He 
stressed that administra-
tive reforms should lead 
to faster and more effi-
cient public service deliv-
ery while retaining essen-
tial regulatory checks.

The revised mechanism 
covers six site-area cate-

gories, from buildings up 
to 100 square metres to 
those above 4,000 square 
metres, excluding high-
rise buildings. The same 
three-level structure will 
also be followed for 
Occupancy Certificates, 
while the next higher-lev-
el officer will exercise 
powers wherever the pre-
scribed cadre post is 
unavailable. Principal 
Secretary, Municipal 
Administration and 
Urban Development, S. 
Suresh Kumar, said the 
reform seeks to strike a 
balance between speed, 
accountability and super-
visory rigour. The 
Government expects the 
rationalisation to reduce 
file movement, establish 
uniform procedures 
across urban local bodies 
and development authori-
ties, and ensure timely 
completion of inspections 
and Occupancy 
Certificates without com-
promising regulatory 
scrutiny.

AP Introduces Uniform 
Three-Level Mechanism 

for Building Supervisory Checks

Tirumala, August 27: 
Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanams (TTD) 
Executive Officer Sri M. 
Ravichandra presented 
traditional silk vastrams 
on behalf of TTD at 
Mantralaya on the occa-
sion of the 355th Aradhana 
M a h o t s a v a m s  o f 
J a g a t g u r u  S r i 
Raghavendra Swamy on 
Thursday.

TTD EO presents silk 
vastrams toMantra-

laya Raghavendra 
Swamy Mutt
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Edit

-- Dr. Satywan Saurabh

The sweetness of the sibling-
hood, changing times and the
greater responsibility associ-
ated with Raksha Bandhan.
Raksha Bandhan is a festival
of Indian culture which is the
most intimate one. It's not
just a day for tying rakhi
around a brother's wrist and
giving him some sweets, it's a
day of love, trust, memories
and lifelong friendship
between siblings. The rakhi
is just a single thread inside
of which lie many feelings,
from childhood times, to love
in the here and now, to hopes
for a better future. Tying of a
rakhi by a sister is not only a
request for protection, but
also a symbol of their bond.
She is praying for his happi-
ness, well being, health and
success in silence. The broth-
er in turn takes over the duty
of supporting his sister at
life's various stages.
Brother/Sister relationships
are sometimes characterized
by sibling rivalry early on
and then progress to one of
the most intimate emotional
connections in life. When it
comes to children, it's about
the little moments of arguing
over toys, sweets, or any-
thing else that eventually
turn into treasured memo-
ries. As siblings grow older,
they get busy with their stud-
ies, job search, marriage and
family. Others move to other
cities, or other countries.
While there may be more dis-
tance between the two, there
may also be more emotional
connection as well. Raksha
Bandhan is to make it easier
to remember and re-discover
that connection. The signifi-
cance of Raksha Bandhan
should be understood in a

wider perspective too in the
ever-changing social context
today. The family is becom-
ing smaller and spread
across the locality has taken
the place of joint families.
Brothers and sisters can be
separated by a long distance
and might not have any
chance to meet during the
course of the year. In such
times the rakhi is not just a
thread that reaches the wrist;
it is an emotional thread that
traverses distances. The sen-
timent with the rakhi is the
same whether it is received
by mail or the celebration is
done via a video call—the
prayer for the well-being and
happiness of a loved one. But
with change, there must be
rethinking of what is meant
by a brother's responsibility
towards his sister. Protection
doesn't simply mean to stand
by her side in an emergency.
This is also about valuing her
dignity, freedom, choices and
rights. To say that a sister's
freedom has to be limited in
order to be protected is not
protection, it is control. A
good brother is one that
believes in his sister's capa-
bilities, he encourages her to
study, take care of her career,
carry out her ambitions and
make her own decisions
about her life. Females of
today are proving their capa-
bilities in fields of education,
science, administration, poli-
tics, etc., armed services,
sports, business, arts and in
all other fields. One of the
things a brother can give his
sister in this world is confi-
dence. This is what he should
do, stand on him/her shoul-
ders and recognize her
accomplishments as her own
and her family's. It's not just
about tying a rakhi and wish-

ing for long life to the broth-
er; the responsibility of a sis-
ter should not be restricted to
that. Brother-sister relation-
ship is one of caring, support-
ing and sensitivity. A sister
can be a brother's emotional
support if he has a problem,
and a brother can be a sister's
when she has a problem.
Emotional aid may some-
times be more beneficial than
monetary help in the tribula-
tions of life. For someone, "I
am here for you" is enough to
fill someone with courage to
deal with the toughest of
times. Raksha Bandhan is
also a chance to take stock of
the evolution of family com-
munication. Technology has
shrunk distances between
people, yet at times it has
made a distance between the
people who are seated
around the same table.
Families are able to stay in
touch via the phone and
social media but not much
time is spent in meaningful
conversation. Relationships
cannot be maintained by
messages, pictures and emo-
jis, festivals remind us. They
need time, listening, under-
standing and sharing in their
joys and sorrows. The rakhi
thread also has a special emo-
tional value for persons who
have lost their brothers or
sisters. For some it is a day of
laughter and celebration, for
some it is a day of memories,
silent tears. Sisters whose
brothers are serving far from
home, including those on the
borders of the nation, have a
special mix of feelings of
affection and patriotism.
Similarly, brothers and sis-
ters who are separated by cir-
cumstances may not meet,
but the rakhi tells them not to
worry as they don't need to

forget their love for one
another. Sadly, consumerism
is becoming more dominant
in festivals these days as well.
The value of rakhi, the gifts
exchanged and the rivalry to
celebrate can often be more
of an obstacle than a blessing.
Love is a beautiful thing, it
can be expressed in the most
elegant ways through gifts,
but the worth of a relation-
ship is not in the gift. The
respect, trust, time and emo-
tional support of her brother
is more valuable to her than
an expensive gift. Similarly,
a sister's love and support in
times of trouble is invaluable
to a brother. It is important
that an atmosphere is estab-
lished all year long where
each girl is safe, independent
and respected. Women's
respect should be started in
the family which slowly
turns into a social value.
Children need to learn the
importance of equality,
empathy, consent and
respect from an early age as
core values of healthy rela-
tionships. Raksha Bandhan,
in this way, isn't simply a day
upon which you tie a thread
on your brother's wrist. It's a
chance to comprehend and
meet relationship require-
ments. It helps us to under-
stand that love isn't a state of
possession, but of trust; pro-
tection isn't a state of control,
but a state of respect; and a
relationship isn't held togeth-
er by blood, but by empathy,
understanding, and mutual
support. But, a rakhi is more
than just a thread tied
around a wrist, right? It
brings childhood playful-
ness, mumma's morals, sis-
ter's prayer, brother's prom-
ise and the family's hopes for
happiness. 

PRAYERS WOVEN INTO THE
THREADS OF RAKHI

- Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

We're aware of the impor-
tance of keeping our homes
clean, but as soon as we
step outside, our sense of
responsibility vanishes.
Many people have devel-
oped the habit of throwing
household items on the
roadside, in drains, in
vacant lots, or in public
places. Plastic bags, poly-
thene, vegetable peels,
fruit scraps, and leftover
food are routinely thrown
out in the open. But this
seemingly simple act of
carelessness is gradually
becoming a serious threat
to people's health and the
environment. Throwing
garbage in the open causes
it to rot and smell. The
problem isn't just an
" i n c o n v e n i e n c e . "
Accumulation of garbage
creates filth and attracts
flies, mosquitoes, stray
animals, and other pests.
Plastic and other waste can
clog drains, leading to
waterlogging during the
rainy season. Lack of
drainage creates breeding
grounds for mosquitoes
and increases the risk of
disease. Negligence can
lead to health problems for
the entire neighborhood.
The worst part is that peo-
ple in society have come to
take this for granted. We
see piles of garbage on the
roadside, cover our noses
for a moment, and move
on. Very few people think
about where this garbage
comes from. In reality,
behind every waste is
someone's convenience
and negligence. If someone
never throws away

garbage in their home,
why doesn't they throw it
in the dustbin outside?
Why do the streets become
garbage dumps when we're
away from home? This is
more than just cleanli-
ness—it's a matter of civic
duty and social conduct.
The use of plastic and poly-
thene has further exacer-
bated the situation. Plastic
does not degrade easily
and persists in the envi-
ronment for a long time. If
discarded, it can clog
drains and block water
flow. Organic waste stored
in plastic bags continues to
rot and emit foul odors,
creating unsanitary condi-
tions. Stray animals may
also ingest plastic, posing a
health risk. Therefore,
indiscriminate and care-
less disposal of plastic pol-
lutes society, animals, and
the environment. There's
no misconception about
the link between waste and
disease. Open trash bins
breed flies and other para-
sites, spreading diseases.
Stagnant and stagnant
water can become breed-
ing grounds for mosqui-
toes. Households within
walking distance of unat-
tended garbage can be at
increased risk of infections
and other health problems.
This monsoon season, the
situation could worsen, as
rainy weather can spread
garbage and contaminants
to surrounding areas. But
it's unfair to say that the
problem lies solely with
municipalities. Local gov-
ernments play a vital role
in providing the following
services to the community:
garbage collection, waste

disposal, sewer mainte-
nance, and public spaces
cleanliness. Citizens also
play an equally important
role in this process. They
should be responsible
when disposing of waste,
avoid littering, limit
unnecessary plastic use,
and separate wet and dry
waste. However, deploying
more sanitation workers
won't solve the problem if
residents continue to litter
in public spaces. The need
now is to move beyond
treating cleanliness as a
government campaign.
The effectiveness of clean-
liness campaigns is clearly
linked to incorporating
cleanliness into daily life.
Children should receive
lectures on cleanliness in
schools, and they should
also adopt practical meas-
ures to maintain cleanli-
ness, including waste seg-
regation, proper disposal,
and minimizing the use of
single-use plastic. Local
monitoring systems can
also be developed in com-
munities, and residents
can be made aware of the
importance of collective
responsibility towards
their environment. While
rules and punishments
may be necessary, behav-
ior change will not occur
unless they recognize the
importance of responsible
behavior. The politics of
waste is also reflected in
the political discourse on
sanitation in the public
sphere. Sanitation,
garbage collection,
drainage, and civic infra-
structure are major politi-
cal issues during elections.
However, once the elec-

tions are over, these con-
cerns are easily forgotten.
Garbage piles up again,
drains become clogged,
and foul smells become
commonplace again. "This
cycle continues because
administrative accounta-
bility is often inconsistent
and public participation is
low." It's important to
understand that garbage
isn't just a municipal prob-
lem. It's a reflection of our
daily routines, priorities,
and sense of collective
responsibility. Only when
we start treating public
streets as our responsibili-
ty as our own backyards
will we begin to make a dif-
ference. Clean streets not
only look beautiful, but
also symbolize a healthier
and more responsible soci-
ety. People need hospitals
and medicines when they
get sick, but it's better to
prevent harmful situations
in the first place. The prob-
lem with garbage is that
we need to understand that
it's not your problem. The
secret to cleanliness lies
not in grand announce-
ments or government cam-
paigns, but in a small, per-
sonal decision: Don't litter
on the street—put it in the
dustbin. 
By changing this small
habit, we can improve
these neighborhoods, our
cities, and public health.
Sanitation isn't the respon-
sibility of any one person;
it's not the responsibility
of any one department,
any one government, or
any group of employees.
It's the responsibility of all
of us, and it must start
with each one of us.

In Geetu Mohandas' Toxic, a hyperstylised manic dream
that unfolds as a series of montages, one scene is allowed
to breathe. The male lead is sitting with the woman he fan-
cies. He has just been told off for being self-involved. So, he
asks, "Do you think I am a bad guy?" "No," she replies. "I
think you are toxic." For a film titled after an adjective,
popularised by social media as both a terrible and enticing
attribute, the narrative is expected to draw out its lure.
Mohandas does that till she doesn't, introducing a jolting
subversion to a genre that has been allowed to thrive by
impunity. Indian cinema is no stranger to toxic men. In
the Hindi film industry, however, the shift was sudden.
Shah Rukh Khan's character in Yash Chopra's Darr (1993)
could be regarded as an early prototype. As Rahul Mehra,
the actor played a stalker who would stop at nothing to get
the woman he is obsessed with. It is an exceedingly unlik-
able character, offset with a tragic backstory (Rahul is a
loner, and the only person who presumably understood
him was his dead mother), and the portrayal. In Khan's
hands, the fixation took the shape of unchecked love.
Although the film reserved punishment for the excess (he
dies), Darr brought troubled men to a middle-ground of
sorts where they were no longer abject villains, deserving
of apathy, but anti-heroes whose heroism was misled but
not absent. 

TOXIC MEN'S 'COMING OF AGE'
The script changed with Sandeep Reddy Vanga's Kabir
Singh (2019), the contentious Hindi-language remake of his
Telugu film, Arjun Reddy (2017). The problematic man
now had the centre stage; there was a thoughtfulness to
his character that was hitherto granted to protagonists.
Singh was a doctor, in love with a junior. He is obsessive,
uncouth, sexist. In one moment, he threatens a woman
that he would undress her with a knife. And yet, by the
end, he is rewarded with a happily-ever-after with the girl
he loved. This marked a shift, and the unprecedented suc-
cess of the film (Kabir Singh grossed more than Rs 300
crore worldwide) made toxic men a mainstream phenome-
non, acceptable and aspirational in their flaws.
Vanga followed this up with Animal (2023), a more disput-
ed film with an even more obnoxious central character.
Ranvijay Singh (Ranbir Kapoor) is a man-child who
desires only one thing: love and attention from his father.
He gets increasingly odious in the pursuit, transmuting
into an immoral entity, a beast of sorts. And yet, the sup-
posed purity of his intent is meant to thaw the misgivings
others feel for him. Vanga, however, makes a tiny adjust-
ment at the end, where Ranvijay is abandoned by his fami-
ly, and yet, as the closing credits promise a second part
and more bloodshed, it becomes evident that seeking
penance for the protagonist is never the goal of this film or
the maker. The carnage was the appeal, the mayhem was
the point. In the last couple of years, toxic men, armoured
with regressive values, have become a fixture in films
across languages. KGF (Kannada; 2018), The Family Star
(Telugu; 2024), Saamy Square (Tamil; 2018) are some exam-
ples. In that sense, Mohandas' Toxic, till the longest time,
unfolds not just as a fabric cut from the same cloth but as
evidence of the unending reams that exist in the fold.

Just four days back, on
Saturday, I had returned to
Kathmandu from a trekking
pilgrimage to Lake
Gosainkunda (4,400 m) locat-
ed some 120 km north of
Kathmandu (1,300 m).
Crossing innumerable bends
along the mountain highway,
surrounded by lush green
vegetation and sparkling
white waterfalls, I had started
my uphill trek from a hillside
Tamang village of Thulo
Syabru. Just below Thulo
Syabru (2,500 m) lay the
bustling riverside town of
Syabru Bensi, gateway to the
Nepal-China border some 30
km away, and the site of the
Langtang hydroelectric
plant. Four days later, I was
shell-shocked. It was painful
to see horrific images of the
collateral damage in Syabru
Bensi, Langtang, and scores
of other human settlements,
right from Gyirong dry port
on the Tibet border to Syabru
Bensi and Betrabati in
Rasuwa - plus Nuwakot,
Dhading, Gorkha, and
Chitwan districts down-
stream. Located just a couple
of hours' drive away from
Kathmandu or Chitwan,
Rasuwa is famous for its sce-
nic Himalayan peaks, such as
Langtang Lirung, with
Ganesh Himal piercing the
sky right across the valley to
the west. The ice and snow
melting from these peaks
trickle down into valleys
below, forming serene snow-
fed rivers that gradually
swell and get bigger as they
flow further downstream.
Among others, the area is
inhabited by the indigenous
Tamang, Ghale Sherpa peo-
ple, who are famous for their
hardy physical attributes and
exceptional mountaineering
skills. A key highway linking
Kathmandu and several
other towns of southern
Nepal with Tibet passes
through Syabru Bensi and
reaches Rasuwagadi right
across Gyirong county, in
Tibet, China. Over the last
few years, Rasuwagadi
emerged as a popular route
not just for Nepal-China

cross-border trade and com-
merce but also for the
Kailash Mansarovar pilgrim-
age. Most of the indigenous
people in Rasuwa resemble
Tibetan folks and follow
Tibetan-Buddhism, taking
pride in their rich culture
and tradition. The disastrous
flash flood that rapidly
gushed down into the area,
destroying everything in its
wake, has left the banks of
one of Nepal's biggest river
systems, the Sapta Gandaki,
flowing down the very heart
of Nepal, in ruins. Soon after
Wednesday's catastrophic
flash flood, and right up to
this moment on Thursday
evening, it has been impossi-
ble to get through to officials
posted in Rasuwa, or hote-
liers and locals elsewhere in
Rasuwa. The mobile telecom-
munication networks haven't
been restored as yet, let alone
power supplies and highways
that remain destroyed as a
result of tsunami-like flash
flooding. The death toll has
climbed to 359 in Nepal itself -
at the time of writing this -
with nearly 1,300 still miss-
ing. Shakti Maya Tamang, a

journalist in Nuwakot,
described the August 26 flood-
ing as a "never-seen-before"
disaster. Others call it the sec-
ond-biggest natural disaster
after the April-May 2015
earthquakes that claimed the
lives of 9,000 people across
central Nepal. Initially, sever-
al Nepali experts guessed that
a glacial lake outburst flood
(GLOF) might have triggered
the apocalyptic flash flood
that has left a trail of destruc-
tion across central Nepal,
right from the Himalayas to
the river valley and plains. A
similar flash flood had hit the
border town a year ago, too.
That claimed the lives of 18
people, besides causing other
damage. Although Chinese
scientists haven't yet publi-
cised their version of the trig-
ger factor, Nepali experts are
now almost certain that a gla-
cial collapse on the western
slope of Mount Langtang
Lirung might have caused
the flash flood and subse-
quent cascading hazards. The
Nepali government on
Thursday decided to expedite
scientific studies of all glacial
lakes at risk of flooding. Arun

Bhakta Shrestha is one such
expert. In a LinkedIn post,
the senior specialist on cli-
mate, cryosphere, and risk
management at Kathmandu-
based International Centre
for Integrated Mountain
Development (ICIMOD)
asked if the two devastating
floods in the same region in
14 months were a "coinci-
dence or pattern". Initially, a
small earthquake in the
region was blamed for the
disaster. Later, that was
ruled out. But Shrestha con-
cludes that the flash flood was
triggered by a glacial collapse
on the North Face of Mount
Langtang Lirung. Experts
recall a similar disaster, pos-
sibly a similar glacial col-
lapse on the mountain's
South Face, which obliterat-
ed an entire village in
Langtang, Rasuwa, during
the devastating earthquake
on April 25, 2015. This time
around, Shrestha writes, "A
rock and ice avalanche
detached from a glacier north
of Langtang Lirung and
dammed the Lhende Khola, a
tributary of the Bhote Koshi
River on the Nepal-China

border. The impounded
water subsequently broke
through, releasing a sudden,
high-energy flood that has
devastated Timure,
Syabrubesi, and downstream
settlements along the
Trishuli, damaging homes,
bridges, roads, and
hydropower infrastructure."
As the area also saw a similar
but slightly smaller disaster
14 months ago, he notes that
"a second major event on the
Lhende (basin) in 14 months
is not a coincidental repeat, it
points to an unstable catch-
ment that needs sustained
monitoring, not one-off
assessment after each disas-
ter". Meanwhile, experts are
concerned that since the
debris dam has not emptied
out completely, there could
be more flash floods down the
road. Shrestha says, "Efforts
are underway to obtain satel-
lite imagery to assess the
remaining blockage. Until
that is confirmed, down-
stream communities and
infrastructure remain at
risk." Since glacial collapse-
led floods have become a new
normal across the

Himalayas, experts are
stressing the need to take bet-
ter care of river banks, espe-
cially while planning towns
and infrastructure. Shrestha
writes: "Events like this are a
stark illustration of why cli-
mate and glacial hazard risk
needs to be built into infra-
structure planning as a live,
evolving variable rather than
a historical baseline.
Cascading hazards originat-
ing far upstream, often across
an international border, can
strike with very little lead
time." Meanwhile, my heart
breaks to see the next of kin
of people killed or missing in
the catastrophic flood, walk-
ing downstream, closely
scanning the Bhote Koshi
(called Trishuli down-
stream) river banks looking
for their loved ones - dead or
alive. As of Thursday
evening, it was still impossi-
ble to get through to mobile
phones in Dhunche, the dis-
trict headquarters, or the
flood-ravaged towns of
Syabru Bensi or Timure,
near the border, where over
400 international tourists are
still unaccounted for.

'No Calls, People Scanning Banks For Bodies':
Nepal Journalist Describes Flood Aftermath

editorial
Toxic Knows Exactly What
It Is Doing To Its Hero. And

You May Have Missed It

HEAPS OF GARBAGE, 
CITIES OF DISEASE
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Pune, August 2026 - Bajaj Auto Ltd., the
world’s most valuable two-wheeler and
three-wheeler company, today unveiled
the new Pulsar 150 and Pulsar 125,
upgrading two of India’s most iconic
sports motorcycles with a host of new fea-

tures and technologies
while retaining the

unm istakable
character that

has defined
the Pulsar brand.
Since its
launch in
2001, Pulsar
h a s

played a defining role in shaping Indian
motorcycling over the past 25 years,
establishing itself as one of India’s most
iconic sports biking brands. At a time
when motorcycles were largely associat-
ed with everyday commuting, Pulsar
brought performance, technology, and
an unmistakable attitude to Indian

motorcycling. Over the years,
the brand has continued to

evolve, bringing modern tech-
nology and performance experi-

ences to generations of riders.
With over 20 million Pulsar
motorcycles sold in over 40

countries, the brand has grown
from an Indian motorcycle
icon into a global name in

performance motorcycling. At
the heart of this evolution are the

traits that made the original Pulsar
150 an icon - commanding silhouette,

muscular tank, signature grunt,
commanding road presence,
and unmatched pickup. The 10-
second rush, raw power and
thrill, and its lovable daring
character have defined the
Pulsar experience for gener-
ations. These enduring
attributes remain
unchanged in the new
Pulsar 150 and Pulsar 125,
while the engineering, tech-

nology, design, and features
continue to evolve.
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEW

PULSAR 150 & 125
All-NNew Engine and Gearbox
Signature Pulsar thrill with class-first
PVD piston rings for reduced friction,
enhanced engine life and improved NVH

Pulsar 150: 149.5cc engine | Power -14
PS@8500 rpm | Torque- 13.7 Nm @6500
rpm
Pulsar 125: Most powerful 125cc motorcy-
cle in market| 124.58cc engine | Power -12
PS@8000 rpm| Torque- 11 Nm @6000 rpm
Improved Power-to-Weight Ratio:
Enables quicker 0–60 km/h acceleration
New Gearbox: Improved tractive effort in
lower gears for stronger low-speed per-
formance

ALL-NEW FRAME  
New diamond-type frame with greater
stiffness for better handling
Engine acts as a stiffness member,
improving overall ride & stability

All-New Monoshock Suspension

Nitrogen gas-charged emulsion type
monoshock
Sporty handling, superior straight-line
stability & cornering composure
All-New 5-inch TFT Console
TFT console with Google Maps mirror-
ing and intuitive navigation
Store vehicle RC, insurance and other
important documents on the TFT console
Live call and message alerts with conven-
ient music controls.

Hyderabad 27th August 2026:
ASBL has launched a new
residential project at RTC X
Roads in the heart of Central
Hyderabad. With this proj-
ect, ASBL is bringing a gated
community to an area where
most residential develop-
ment has traditionally been
in the form of standalone
buildings. ASBL Legacy is
designed for people who
want to upgrade their
lifestyle while continuing to
live in the heart of the city.
As Hyderabad has grown,
large gated communities
have become an important
part of the city's western and
developing areas. Central
Hyderabad, however, has
seen fewer such develop-
ments despite its strong con-
nectivity and access to estab-
lished social infrastructure.
ASBL Legacy aims to bring
the gated community experi-
ence to this part of the city
while keeping residents
close to the places, transport
and social infrastructure
that make Central
Hyderabad well connected.
Spread across approximate-
ly 7.97 acres, ASBL Legacy
will feature three towers ris-
ing up to G+50 floors, mak-
ing it the tallest project in
the RTC X Roads area. The
project offers 3 and 4 BHK
homes starting at ?1.99 crore,
with 73.25% of the develop-
ment kept as open space. It
will also include a 74,000 sq.

ft. clubhouse and more than
50 amenities spread across
approximately 1.70 lakh sq.
ft. The project brings togeth-
er sports, fitness, leisure and
everyday facilities within
the community. These
include a terrace swimming
pool with skyline views, bad-
minton and futsal courts,
pickleball and basketball
courts, cricket nets, skating
rink, jogging and cycling
tracks, children's play areas,
a pet park and a 17,000 sq. ft.
Festival Lawn. 12,000 sq. ft.
Urban Corridor at the
ground level of Tower B will
also provide facilities such
as co-working spaces, indoor
games, a clinic, physiothera-
py room and tuition room.
Legacy is located just two
minutes from RTC X Roads
Metro Station, with
Kacheguda Railway Station
around eight minutes away

and MGBS around 15 min-
utes away. The project also
includes features such as a
vehicle-free podium, double-
height lobby, two-metre-
wide corridors, foyer entries
and one lift per unit per
floor. “If you look at how
Hyderabad has actually
grown, its rapid growth
phase happened largely
westward, simply because
that's where large land
parcels were available. And
once development comes up
in an area, it generates its
own demand in real time.
Central Hyderabad, on the
other hand, has never lacked
demand. What it lacked was
scale land parcels large
enough to build a proper
gated community on. That's
the real reason the core has a
genuine deficit of good quali-
ty housing today, not an
absence of demand. As a

micromarket, Central
Hyderabad has significant
untapped potential but it's
also a different kind of neigh-
bourhood to design for. It's
established and already
lived-in, and that brings its
own opportunities and con-
straints, shaping both what
we can build and how resi-
dents will actually use it”,
says Mr. Ajitesh Korupolu,
CEO & Founder of ASBL.
Founded in 2017, the compa-
ny has delivered or launched
several projects across the
city. Its recent launches
have also seen strong buyer
response, with ASBL
Broadway recording more
than ?1,000 crore in launch-
day sales and EOIs, while
ASBL Landmark recorded
more than ?500 crore on
launch day. ASBL continues
to expand its presence
across Hyderabad. 

ASBL launches ASBL Legacy, the only gated
community and tallest project at RTC X Roads

Mumbai, August 27, 2026: In
alignment with the
Government of India’s poli-
cy to promote coastal ship-
ping as a fuel efficient, eco-
nomical and environment
friendly mode of transport,
Paradip Port Authority
(PPA) has formally granted
Award of Concession to
AMNS Paradip Logistics
Private Limited (APLPL), a
SPV of AM/NS India, for
mechanisation of CQ-III
berth for handling Dry Bulk
Cargo on Captive basis of 10
MTPA capacity. The award
was presented by Shri
Sarbananda Sonowal,
Hon’ble Cabinet Minister for
Ports, Shipping &
Waterways, Government of
India to Shri Deepak Arora,
Chief – Corporate Affairs,
AM/NS India, during a spe-
cial function held at Biju
Convention, Paradeep,
Odisha on August 21, 2026.
The Concession, granted for
a period of 30 years, will
ensure seamless cargo
movement, enhance opera-
tional efficiency of AM/NS
India, and reinforce the com-
pany’s commitment to envi-
ronmental sustainability.
This arrangement will also
enable APLPL to handle iron
ore pellet shipments through
a fully mechanised conveyor
system directly connected
from AM/NS India’s pellet
plant complex to the berth at
PPA. The coastal shipping of

iron ore pellets from
Paradeep to Hazira by
AM/NS India is an estab-
lished environmentally sus-
tainable mode of transport.
The captive use of CQ-III
berth will not only support
AM/NS India’s long-term
growth but also serve as a
vital link in the company’s
robust and eco-friendly sup-
ply chain pipeline.
The award is a significant
milestone in the journey of
AM/NS India to strengthen
logistics capabilities and
modernise port operations.
This reaffirms the commit-
ment of AM/NS India to
operational excellence, inno-
vation, and partnership in
building Paradeep into a
global maritime gateway.
Present on the occasion
were, Shri Sampad Chandra
Swain, Minister of State
(Independent Charge),
Department of Industries,
Skill Development and
Technical Education,
Government of Odisha, Shri
Bibhu Prasad Tarai,
Member of Parliament
(MP), Jagatsinghpur, Shri P.
L. Haranadh, IRTS,
Chairman, Paradip Port
Authority, Shri T. Venu
Gopal, Deputy Chairman,
Paradip Port Authority,
Shri U.S.R. Raju, Head -
Odisha Operations, AM/NS
India, along with senior offi-
cials of PPA and other corpo-
rate leaders of Paradeep.

AMNS Paradip Logistics granted Award
of Concession for berth by Paradip Port
Authority for handling Dry Bulk Cargo

on Captive basis for 30 years

Essel Group founder
Subhash Chandra has reject-
ed reports suggesting that he
received a 99.97% haircut on
debt worth around Rs 22,000
crore through insolvency
proceedings before the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT). In a state-
ment, Chandra said the Rs
22,006 crore figure being
reported represents total
claims filed in the proceed-
ings and does not reflect the
current status of the matter.
“I have to state that certain
vested media houses are
spreading wrong informa-
tion about my personal
insolvency matter in
NCLT,” Chandra said, urg-
ing media platforms to pub-
lish what he described as the
complete facts. Chandra
clarified that he did not per-
sonally borrow money from
the lenders involved in the
proceedings and was only a
personal guarantor for loans
taken by borrowing entities
associated with the broader
Essel Group. He said the
total guarantees signed by

him were approximately Rs
22,000 crore. However, he
argued that this figure
should not be treated as his
personal outstanding debt.
According to Chandra, the
total claims filed in the case
amounted to Rs 22,006 crore,
of which Rs 21,696 crore were
admitted by the resolution
professional. However, he
said lenders who objected to
the repayment plan had
claims totalling only Rs 3,992
crore. Of this, claims worth
Rs 620 crore have already
been settled, leaving Rs 3,372
crore. The borrowing enti-
ties have also offered to pay
around Rs 1,113 crore to mul-
tiple objecting lenders,
Chandra said, adding that
discussions are continuing.
Chandra said the total out-
standing borrowings of the
companies for which he had
provided personal guaran-
tees stood at around Rs
45,000 crore on January 24,
2019. Since then, the borrow-
ing entities have repaid close
to Rs 43,000 crore, according
to his statement. 

'Not Rs 22,000 Crore': Subhash
Chandra Clarifies On Claims Of
99.97% Debt Haircut Via NCLT

NOIDA, India, Aug 27,
2026— HCLTech, a leading
global technology company,
reported significant
progress in FY26 against its
sustainability goals and
commitment to becoming
net zero by 2040. 
The company has achieved
a 55.84% reduction in Scope
1 and 2 emissions from its
FY20 baseline, surpassing
its target of a 50% reduction
by 2030 four years ahead of
schedule. It has also
reduced its total emissions
footprint (Scope 1, 2 and 3)
by 27.7% since FY20.
Driving this progress is
HCLTech's accelerating
shift toward clean energy.
Since FY20, the company
has reduced energy con-
sumption from convention-
al sources by 31%.
Renewable energy now
accounts for 49.79% of
HCLTech’s total energy
consumption and 89.65% of
energy used in its data cen-
ters, reflecting sustained
decarbonization efforts
across the company’s oper-
ations and value chain.
HCLTech has also strength-
ened its leadership in
resource stewardship. The

company replenishes 51
times more water than it
consumes across its global
operations and has
achieved an industry-lead-
ing water consumption rate
of 10.68 liters per capita per
day. Reinforcing its com-
mitment to circularity and
sustainable workplaces, all
HCLTech campuses
in India have
maintained
Zero Waste
to Landfill
Platinum
certifica-
t i o n
s i n c e
2025. All
HCLTech
campuses
have also
a c h i e v e d
Platinum or
LEED Platinum certifica-
tion from leading Green
Building Councils. [AS2] 
“Sustainability is becoming
a catalyst for innovation
and long-term growth. By
combining technology, AI
and human ingenuity, we
are reducing our emission
footprint while helping
clients build more resilient
and sustainable businesses.

As AI reshapes industries,
we remain committed to
deploying it responsibly,
ensuring that innovation
advances not only business
outcomes but also environ-
mental stewardship and
societal progress,” said
Vipul Arora, Global Head of
Sustainability at HCLTech.

HCLTech invested
2.08% of revenue

in employee
well-being in

FY26, the
highest in
the IT
industry.
W o m e n
represent-

ed over 50%
of the Board

and 29.6% of
the workforce.

More than 90% of
employees in nearshore
facilities were hired locally,
with women comprising
66% of that workforce. The
number of employees with
disabilities increased by
27.4%.[AS3] 
HCLTech continued to
invest heavily in communi-
ty initiatives through
HCLFoundation. The com-
pany increased the outlay

of the HCLTech Grant in
India by 45% in FY26. It has
disbursed $3 million in
grants to non-profit organi-
zations in the Americas in
the past three years for
innovative climate action
projects. HCLFoundation’s
interventions have impact-
ed over 8.4 million lives in
India to date, of which 54%
are women. It has planted
over 3.5 million saplings,
greened 74,000 acres of land
and harvested more than
155 billion liters of water to
date.
HCLTech’s sustainability
efforts continue to earn
global recognitions, with
the company featuring in
TIME World's Best
Companies and World's
Most Sustainable
Companies lists for the sec-
ond consecutive year,
Fortune World's Most
Admired Companies 2026,
Forbes World's Best
Employers for the sixth
consecutive year, S&P
Global Sustainability
Yearbook. It also achieved
EcoVadis Gold rating and
MSCI AA (Leader) ESG rat-
ing for the second consecu-
tive year in FY26.

HCLTECH ACCELERATES SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA,
SETS INDUSTRY BENCHMARKS IN EMPLOYEE

WELLBEING AND WATER CONSUMPTION

Mumbai: Benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty traded
lower in early deals on
Thursday, August 27, as sell-
ing in blue-chip HDFC Bank
and persistent geopolitical
uncertainty weighed on mar-
kets’ sentiment. The 30-share
BSE Sensex dipped 45.17
points to 77,422.70 in early
trade. The 50-share NSE Nifty
skidded 6.40 points to
24,202.45. Further into the
trade, the BSE benchmark
traded 108.80 points down at
77,368.68, and the Nifty quoted
26.15 points lower at 24,189.70.
Among the 30 Sensex firms,
HCL Tech, HDFC Bank,
NTPC, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Power Grid and
Tata Consultancy Services
were the major laggards.
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Tech
Mahindra, Bharat
Electronics and Bajaj Finance
were among the winners.
“Geopolitical tensions contin-
ue to weigh on markets,” V K
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit
Investments Limited, said.
Brent crude, the global oil

benchmark, traded 0.44 per
cent lower at USD 87.45 per
barrel. In Asian markets,
South Korea’s Kospi, Japan’s
Nikkei 225 index and
Shanghai’s SSE Composite
index quoted higher, while
Hong Kong‘s Hang Seng
index traded lower. US mar-
kets ended in negative territo-
ry on Wednesday. Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs)
bought equities worth Rs

502.63 crore on Wednesday,
according to exchange data.
On Wednesday, the Sensex
declined 183.15 points, or 0.24
per cent, to settle at 77,472.94.
The Nifty was down 126.80
points, or 0.52 per cent, to end
at 24,207.75. The 30-share BSE
Sensex dipped 45.17 points to
77,422.70 in early trade. Two
out of three US stock market
indices opened higher on
Thursday, led by the Nasdaq

composite trading in the
green off of the heels of
Nvidia's quarterly earnings
data, bringing and upbeat
mood to the markets. Minutes
into trade, the Dow Jones
Industrial Average was down
by 0.1% or 50 points while, the
S&P 500 saw a 0.4% increase,
the Nasdaq Composite was up
by 0.9%, boosted by positive
sentiment stemming from
Nvidia's earnings. Nvidia's

positive finanical earnings
data for the second quarter of
FY27, indicated that the firm
had more than doubled its
revenue compared to the
same period in the previous
year, leading to bullish
investor sentiment in the
Nasdaq indices. The firm also
projected 70% growth in its
revenue for the financial year
2028. The price of oil also saw
an increase with Brent crude
trading at a 1.12% uptick or
0.97 points higher to $87.91 per
barrel at 7:37 p.m. IST.
Semiconductor shares traded
lower during trade, with
Marvell Technology seeing a
0.44% decline or a decrease by
1.09 points to $244.02. Micron
Technology's share price was
trading lower at a downturn
of 0.21% or 2 points to $936.40.
Arm Holdings. however, saw
a 5.54% increase by 13.91
points to $264.97 points.
Advanced Micro Devices
(AMD) was down by 1.08% or
5.21 points to $475.12 points.
SanDisk Corp. was at a down-
turn of 1.92% or 28.79 points
lower to $1,470.58.

STOCK MARKETS DECLINE IN EARLY
TRADE, DRAGGED BY HDFC BANK

August, 2026 – Samsung
India is expanding access to
STEM learning in Tamil
Nadu, reaching 3,000 stu-
dents across 10 government
schools in Kanchipuram
and Ranipet through its
DigiArivu programme. The
initiative builds on
Samsung’s growing commit-
ment to manufacturing,
innovation and community
development in the state.
Implemented in collabora-
tion with the UN Global
Compact Network India
(UNGCNI), DigiArivu is
strengthening STEM learn-
ing through 10 dedicated
STEM labs, hands-on educa-
tional equipment, Building
as Learning Aid (BaLA),
upgraded school infrastruc-
ture and teacher develop-
ment. The CSR programme
enables students to strength-
en their understanding of
STEM subjects through
practical learning experi-
ences and the application of
classroom concepts. 
"Education is most mean-
ingful when it inspires
curiosity and encourages

students to learn by doing.
Through DigiArivu,
Samsung is working with
schools in Tamil Nadu to
create engaging learning
environments where tech-
nology, hands-on STEM edu-
cation and teacher develop-
ment come together to help
young learners build confi-
dence and prepare for the
future," said SH Yoon,
President, Samsung
Chennai Plant.
“The UN Global Compact
Network India is committed
to fostering partnerships
that contribute to sustain-
able and inclusive develop-
ment, creating meaningful
impact at scale. Our collabo-
ration with Samsung
through DigiArivu reflects a
shared commitment to
strengthening quality edu-
cation and expanding oppor-
tunities for young learners.
By bringing STEM educa-
tion and digital learning to
government schools, this
initiative is helping equip
students with the knowledge
and skills needed to thrive in
an increasingly technology-

driven world,” said Ratnesh
Jha, Executive Director,
United Nations Global
Network India, (UNGCNI).

BRINGING STEM
LEARNING TO LIFE
A key component of the pro-
gramme is the creation of 10
STEM labs across govern-
ment schools in
Kanchipuram and Ranipet
in Tamil Nadu providing
students with opportunities
to experiment with scientif-
ic concepts introduced in the
classroom. Through hands-
on activities and practical
experimentation, students
can engage more deeply
with STEM subjects and
develop curiosity, problem-
solving skills and confi-
dence in applying what they
learn. The programme also
incorporates Building as
Learning Aid (BaLA) to
make the wider school envi-
ronment an extension of the
classroom. School walls and
common spaces feature
interactive elements and
murals inspired by science,
mathematics.

Samsung Brings Hands-On STEM Learning
to 3,000 Students across Tamil Nadu

Government Schools, sets up STEM labs

Bajaj Auto Celebrates 25 Years of Pulsar
with the All-New Pulsar 150 and Pulsar 125

HCLTech,
a leading global

technology company,
reported significant progress
in FY26 against its sustain-
ability goals and commit-

ment to becoming net
zero by 2040. 
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The Trump administration
has threatened to demolish
the Kennedy Center if
planned renovations for the
performing arts venue are
not allowed to be carried
out, court documents show.
Attorneys from the justice
department have also asked
for President Donald
Trump's name to be put
back on the building after it
was removed in June fol-
lowing a court order. "An
order blocking the Board
from appropriately recog-
nising President Trump,"
the lawyers argued, "will
cause donors to flee, finan-
cial contributions to dry up,
and structural rehabilita-
tion to stop". The venue has
been among the storied
sites in Washington that
Trump has sought to reno-
vate since he returned to
the White House in 2025.
Trump's lawyers have
argued that without the
renovations the venue "will
deteriorate further into an
unsafe, decrepit structure
that will be required to be
taken down". They also
called the venue "embar-

rassing to the Nation's
Capital". After the "decrepit
structure" is taken down,
justice department attorney
Brantley Mayers wrote, a
determination of what to
build on the site will follow,
including the option of a
large outdoor amphitheatre
overlooking the Potomac
River. The threat to demol-
ish the building comes just
weeks after the Kennedy
Center board voted to add
Trump's name back to the
facade of the venue and to
proceed with a two-year clo-

sure for proposed renova-
tions. Many of the board
members who voted are
Trump allies who were
appointed by the president.
In late May, a US judge
ruled that the president's
name had been added to the
venue unlawfully, as it can-
not be renamed without
congressional approval.
The judge ordered that the
name be removed, and so it
was taken down in June.
The case stemmed from a
broader legal dispute over
the renaming of the cultur-

al institution, which US law
designates as a memorial to
President John F Kennedy.
It is the latest in series of
projects that Trump has
taken on since returning to
Washington. He has been
renovating the reflecting
pool on the National Mall,
he wants to construct a 250-
foot victory arch, has
demolished the White
House East Wing to build a
ballroom, and has added his
name to institutions such
as the Kennedy Center and
US Institute of Peace.

Trump officials threaten Kennedy Center
demolition if court blocks renovations

King Harald V of Norway is
in an "extremely serious"
condition in hospital, the
country's royal household
has said. His wife, Queen
Sonja, and his son, Crown
Prince Haakon, have can-
celled all royal engagements
and they have gathered at
his bedside at Oslo
University Hospital with
other members of the royal
family. The 89-year-old has
been in hospital for over a
week receiving treatment
for a rare blood condition,
haemolytic anaemia.
Having been on the throne
since 1991, King Harald is
Europe's oldest head of
state. Crown Prince
Haakon, 53, the successor to
the Norwegian throne, has
been serving as regent
while his father is on leave.
King Harald has been treat-
ed in recent weeks with cor-

tisone for haemolytic
anaemia, a condition that
causes the number of red
blood cells in the body to be
reduced, and leads to
fatigue and shortness of
breath. Members of the
royal family were seen
arriving at the hospital on
Thursday morning, includ-
ing Haakon's wife, Crown
Princess Mette-Marit and
her son Marius Borg Høiby.
King Harald's sister,

Princess Astrid is also at the
hospital, according to
reports in Norwegian
media. Prime Minister
Jonas Gahr Støre has can-
celled a planned trip to
Germany, where he was
expected to meet Chancellor
Friedrich Merz on
Thursday. "The whole
nation is with us as we send
warm thoughts to the king
and the rest of the royal fam-
ily," he said in a statement.

Members of the public have
also begun laying flowers in
Palace Square, in front of
the palace in Oslo. The king
has had multiple health
problems in recent years
which have forced him to
scale back his royal duties.
He was fitted with a pace-
maker in 2024 after falling
ill on holiday in Malaysia.
The Norwegian royal family
has already faced a chal-
lenging year in 2026. Crown
Princess Mette-Marit
received a lung transplant
in June after she had been
diagnosed with a rare form
of pulmonary fibrosis in
2018. The transplant came
two days after Høiby was
sentenced to four years in
prison after being convicted
of two counts of rape. He
had denied the most serious
charges and is to appeal the
sentence. 

NORWAY'S ROYAL FAMILY GATHERS AT KING
HARALD'S BEDSIDE AS HIS CONDITION WORSENS

The US Food and Drug
Administration has
approved a treatment for
pancreatic cancer that, in
clinical trials, nearly dou-
bled the overall survival
time for patients. The drug,
daraxonrasib, sold under the
brand name Rasonque and
manufactured by Revolution
Medicines, appears to be a
breakthrough in treating one
of the world's deadliest can-
cers. A late-stage clinical
trial with 500 patients found
those who took the daily pill
had an average survival time
of 13.2 months, compared to
6.6 months for those on
chemotherapy. The FDA
said the drug provided a
"critical new option for
patients facing an extraordi-
narily difficult and histori-
cally hard-to-treat cancer".

Daraxonrasib helps prevent
the spread of cancer by lock-
ing onto and shutting off the
mutated KRAS gene, which
is in more than 90% of pan-
creatic tumours and spurs
cancer growth. Each year,
roughly 67,000 people in the
US are diagnosed with pan-
creatic cancer, which has the
highest mortality rate of all
major cancers, according to
the American Cancer
Society. Pancreatic cancer is
often spotted late and is noto-
riously difficult to treat.
More than half of those with
pancreatic cancer die within
three months of diagnosis. In
2025, the FDA granted the
drug a "Breakthrough
Therapy" designation, given
to treatments for serious con-
ditions that warrant an expe-
dited review. 

US DRUG AGENCY APPROVES
BREAKTHROUGH TREATMENT

FOR PANCREATIC CANCER

Emmanuel Nchimbi has
been expelled from
Tanzania's ruling Chama
Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) party
for indiscipline following
his decision earlier this
week to resign as the coun-
try's vice-president after 10
months in the job. The 54-
year-old has made some con-
troversial remarks in recent
weeks - including urging
Tanzanians to "fight for a
new constitution" - pointing
to a possible fallout with
President Samia Suluhu
Hassan. He was Samia's run-
ning mate in last October's
disputed presidential elec-
tion, which saw hundreds
killed in post-poll unrest.
Energy Minister Deogratius
Ndejembi, 43, has been nom-

inated as his replacement
and his name will now be
presented to parliament for
approval. The decisions
were taken at an extraordi-
nary meeting of the CCM,
chaired by President Samia.
The party did not give
details about the indisci-
pline allegations against
Nchimbi, whose resignation
takes effect at the end of next
week. Nchimbi, who shared
his brief resignation letter
on his Instagram account on
Tuesday morning, is the
first vice-president to step
down in Tanzania's history.
He said he would retire from
public life as he had "become
convinced, without doubt,
that the president wants
changes". 

Tanzania's VP expelled from
ruling party for indiscipline and

his successor named

At least 12 dead as wildfires sweep through northern Algeria

second or third wave
of deadly flash flood-
ing could arrive in

Nepal later today as the
country scrambles to
respond to a catastrophe that
has killed more than 350 peo-
ple. Basanta Raj Adhikari,
the director of the Centre for
Disaster Studies at the
Tribhuvan University in
Nepal, told the BBC that
there is a risk that condi-
tions worsen today or tomor-
row, including landslides.
The warning came as the
Nepalese disaster authority
said a river appeared to have
been blocked, creating a lake
at the site of the flooding that
they assessed was at risk of a
potentially disastrous
breach. The situation on the
ground has complicated res-
cue efforts, with nearly 1,400
people still unaccounted for,
including almost 650 foreign-
ers and 33 British tourists
swept up in WednesdaHave
you been affected by the
floods? We are looking to

hear from people who have
been affected by the flash
floods in Nepal. The presi-
dent of the Nepal Centre for
Disaster Management said
the disaster came at them
like a “tsunami from the
sky”. “It’s such a huge
debris, and everything on
the way was completely
washed out,” said Bishal
Nath Upreti. “Villages along
the almost 40 to 50 kilome-
tres were completely wiped
out.” King Charles said he
and the Queen were “heart-
broken” and sent their “most
profound sympathy” to
those affected by the “devas-
tating” flash floods in Nepal
where dozens of British
nationals are among the
hundreds missing and
feared dead. The King said in
his written message: “My
wife and I are heartbroken to
hear of the devastating flood-
ing that has struck the
Nepal-China border. “Many
in the United Kingdom have
strong, deep and personal

ties to this part
of the world.
“We send
our most
profound
sympathy
to all
those who
have so
tragically

lost their loved ones and we
feel deeply for the many fam-
ilies awaiting anxiously the
news of friends and relations.
“Our hearts go out also to the
families of all the police and
Armed Forces personnel

who lost their lives while car-
rying out their courageous
duty in the service of others
and we give our deepest
thanks to those who have
responded so selflessly in
undertaking rescue efforts.

“Our special thoughts and
prayers remain with all

those affected and, as
always, the United King
Nepali man recalls how
he clung to mango tree
for survival during
deadly flash floods: ‘I
would ?have washed
away to death’ Bibek
Kumal, a 24-year-old

Nepali labourer, was dig-
ging a 1.5m (5ft) deep toilet

pit beside a newly construct-
ed house on Wednesday
when he heard a distinct
hissing sound. Seconds later,
a torrent of mud, water and
rock tore through the site,
sweeping him and every-
thing nearby away. Working
in Bidur, downstream from
the severely impacted
Rasuwa district near Nepal’s
border with Tibet, Mr Kumal
was warned by four co-work-
ers standing above who
shouted at him to run. By the
time he managed to scramble
out, his colleagues had
already fled. 

MORE THAN
350 KILLED 

A

Collapsed
glacier likely
caused devastating Nepal-Tibet
floods, scientists say

IN NEPAL AS RISING LAKE
RAISES FEAR OF NEW FLOOD
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When Suruchi Inder Singh Phogat first picked
up a pistol at the Guru Dronacharya Shooting
Academy in Bhiwani, she wasn't chasing
world records. She was a 13-year-old from
Sasroli village in Haryana's Jhajjar district,
travelling there by local train with her father
and brothers, with no jersey and no name in
the sport. Seven years later, the 20-year-old is a
junior world record holder, a multiple ISSF
World Cup gold medallist, and one of India's
brightest medal hopes heading into the Asian
Games in Aichi-Nagoya, according to a release.
Her journey, however, has been built on quiet
transformation rather than instant stardom.
"When I started shooting, nobody knew me. I
was just a normal 13-year-old girl who didn't
even have an Indian jersey. Today, wearing
that jersey is something I'm genuinely proud
of. For me, it represents how far I have come,"
Suruchi said, reflecting on the distance she has
covered since those early days in Bhiwani.
Shooting wasn't the sport she was destined for
either. She found her way to it almost by cir-
cumstance and has never looked back since.
"I'm actually thankful that I came into shoot-
ing. If I had chosen another sport, especially a
team sport, maybe I wouldn't have reached this

far. Shooting gave me the chance to build some-
thing on my own, and I'm happy with where
that has taken me." To the outside world, the
sport can look deceptively simple, just a shoot-
er standing still, taking aim. Suruchi insists
that couldn't be further from the truth.
"People look at shooting and think, 'What is so
difficult? You just have to stand and shoot.'
They don't see what is happening inside you.
Controlling your thoughts, your breathing
and your emotions while every shot matters,
that is the real challenge." 

Serena and Venus Williams
are teaming up again at the
U.S. Open. The sisters will
play doubles at the tourna-
ment after receiving a wild
card Wednesday into the
event they won twice. Serena
Williams returned to tennis
this summer after a four-year
absence, and the sisters were
set to play at Wimbledon
before Serena had to with-
draw after injuring her knee
in her singles loss. They
played in the Cincinnati
Open, losing in the first
round. The Williams sisters
won the 1999 and 2009 U.S.
Open doubles titles and are
27-7 in their nine appear-

ances. They last played in
2022, losing in the first round
in what was expected to be
Serena's final match in
Flushing Meadows. Serena,
44, played with Carlos
Alcaraz in mixed doubles
Tuesday, winning one match
before losing in the quarterfi-
nals. Venus, 46, is entered in
the women's singles event.
The Williams sisters teamed
to win 14 Grand Slam dou-
bles titles along with
Olympic gold medals in 2000,
2008 and 2012. They shared
the No. 1 ranking in women's
doubles for eight weeks.
Serena opted not to compete
in singles at the U.S. Open,

where she won six of her 23
Grand Slam singles titles.
But she felt good enough to
accept wild cards into both
doubles events. She and
Venus won their first U.S.
Open doubles title the same
year the younger Williams
won her first singles champi-
onship there. The height of
their dominance as a team
would come about a decade
later. They won the
Australian Open and
Wimbledon in 2009, before
picking up their second title
in Flushing Meadows later
that summer. They won in
Australia again in 2010 and
then picked up the French

Open title, making the sisters
the holders of all four major
trophies at the time. The first
round of the women's dou-
bles tournament begins Sept.
3. The Americans, who won
the US Open doubles title in
1999 and 2009, last played
together at a Grand Slam in
New York in 2022, losing in
the first round. The sisters
planned to reunite at
Wimbledon following
Serena’s return to competi-
tion during the grass-court
season in June, but she
withdrew after suffering a
knee injury in her first-
round singles match against
Maya Joint.

Shooter Suruchi Phogat Recalls Journey
From Local Train Rides To Indian Jersey

Serena And Venus Williams Will Play
Doubles Together At The US Open 2026

JK Tyre, longtime support-
ers of Indian motorsport, on
Thursday signed 11-year-old
racing sensation Atiqa Mir,
reinforcing its long-stand-
ing commitment to invest in
future champions. At such a
young age, Atiqa has
already made a strong mark
on the international karting
circuit, winning races in
Europe and beating world
class drivers older than her.
Atiqa, the first Indian to be
supported by the F1
Academy, is currently com-
peting in different series in
Europe and is the highest
ranked female in FIA's
International Karting
Ranking in the OKNJ cate-
gory (age 12-14). She joins an
elite list of accomplished
Indian drivers to be sup-
ported by JK Tyre, follow-

ing in the footsteps of
Narain Karthikeyan and
Karun Chandhok, the only
two Indians who have
reached the pinnacle of F1.
Earlier this year, she
became the first Indian to
secure a podium in the
European leg of the
Champions of the Future
Academy, before going on to
deliver a dominant victory
in Greece, where she
became only the third driv-
er in the series' history to
sweep qualifying, heats and
the final. More recently,
Atiqa added another feather
to her cap by becoming the
youngest Indian to record
two top 10 finishes in FIA
European Karting
Championship which is
considered the 'Formula 1 of
Karting.'

INDIA'S RACING
SENSATION ATIQA MIR

GETS NEW BOOST

South Africa's legendary
cricketer and former cap-
tain, AB de Villiers, has
issued a clarification after
facing criticism for rating
Virat Kohli over Sachin
Tendulkar. The South
African great had said that,
in his opinion, Kohli was
better than Tendulkar when
it came to seam-friendly
overseas conditions. He
went on to suggest that
Tendulkar was a pioneer for
subcontinent batters, but
Kohli surpassed him. The
comments by de Villiers did-
n't go down well, with the
former international facing
criticism and a huge back-
lash on social media. "I
think of someone like
Sachin Tendulkar way
back, who started that trend
for India. Yet, he wasn't as
strong as someone like Virat
Kohli, who was even better.
But Sachin was the first guy
to show that, as a subconti-
nent batter, you can do well

in bouncy and seaming con-
ditions. Virat took that for-
ward and raised the bar.
Because of that, there are
quite a few players now like
Rahul and Padikkal, who
have started to up that trend
and follow in the footsteps of
a Virat and a Sachin," de
Villiers had stated on his
YouTube channel. After his
views sparked controversy,
the former South Africa cap-
tain came up with a clarifi-
cation. "There was a bit of
confusion with my Virat
and Sachin comment.

Remember, it's my opinion.
I'm not axing anyone. I'm
telling you the way that I see
it. Sachin was the first to
take things forward for
India, showing all the
youngsters what it takes to
perform consistently every-
where around the world. I
said that Virat sort of
showed that there is a differ-
ent dynamic to Indian bat-
ting by being good on the
short ball. He found a way to
counter that," de Villiers
said in another video on his
YouTube channel. 

MS Dhoni and Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) are
almost synonymous. The
World Cup-winning former
India captain did not play a
single match in IPL 2026,
and yet he was one of the
most discussed CSK figures
throughout the entire sea-
son. Dhoni is 45, and while
his playing role has dimin-
ished in recent years, he
remains an inspirational
figure within the CSK
ranks. The IPL 2027 reten-
tion dates are not yet
known, but before that, a
story by Cricblogger
claimed that Dhoni asked
for a 25 per cent stake in
CSK before reducing it to 20
per cent. He was then
apparently offered a 5.5 per
cent stake by the franchise.
Former India player
Aakash Chopra, who also
played for Kolkata Knight
Riders, said the claim was
unrealistic and even called
it a planted story. "There
was talk of 1.7 to 1.8 billion
when RCB were bought

just now. Chennai Super
Kings is the same kind of
franchise. You can do the
valuation however you
want, but this is the fran-
chise that has five trophies
and has multiple franchis-
es outside India as well,"
Chopra said while speak-
ing on his YouTube chan-
nel. "They have got a legacy
and a lot going for them.
Chennai Super Kings is a
serious, serious brand. If
it's worth 1.8 billion and
Dhoni has asked for a 25
per cent stake in that, it is
unrealistic. This isn't possi-
ble. No one gives 400 mil-

lion to anyone. In fact, you
have to invest 400 million
to get a 25 per cent stake. It
is a bizarre number.
Nobody is going to give
anyone 25 per cent in an
IPL team." Chopra went on
to say that even a 5.5 per
cent stake is a tall ask.
"Then there was talk of 3.5
per cent and 5.5 per cent. I
am saying that even if it's
5.5 per cent, just think
about how much money it
is. Two per cent, three per
cent, or five per cent, that is
an incredible amount of
money," Chopra said. "I feel
it is a planted story. 

Centurion Sonal Dinusha's
unbending will en route an
epic unbeaten 133 helped Sri
Lanka enact a great jail
break, battling persistent
Indian bowlers, a fifth-day
track and the weariness of fol-
lowing-on to eke out a memo-
rable draw in the second and
final Test in Colombo on
Thursday. India won the two-
match series 1-0, riding on
their 165-run victory in the
first Test at Galle, but Lanka
can be proud of the way they
fought back at the SSC
ground. Dinusha, who faced
264 balls across 420 minutes,
was Lanka's Superman with
an invisible cape around
him, registering his third
hundred of the series which
was also his fourth 50-plus
score in as many innings this
series. Dinusha faced as
many as 722 balls and batted
1139 minutes over the course

of the two-match series. The
25-year-old also became the
only the third batter to score
twin hundreds in a Test
match where his team fol-
lowed-on, joining India's
Vijay Hazare and
Zimbabwe's Andy Flower in

an elite club. This statistical
marvel enabled Lanka to end
their second innings at 429
for nine declared for an over-
all lead of 216 runs, and at
that point the players shook
their hands, signalling the
stalemate. But the situation

was way different when Sri
Lanka resumed the day at 229
for six, a mere 16 runs ahead.
It seemed just a matter of
time before the home side
caved in. But the opposite
happened as the Indians
bowed to the spirit of the

Lankan batters - Dinusha,
who reached hundred in 196
balls, and Keshara Nuwantha
(46, 150b). The two milked 112
runs for the seventh wicket
in 246 balls, which saw Lanka
safely treading the first ses-
sion without even losing a
wicket. But India enjoyed a
rare moment of delight in the
initial part of the post-lunch
passage, as Manav Suthar
dislodged Nuwantha, whose
edge was taken safely by
Dhruv Jurel in the slip. Sri
Lanka then mounted a mini
fightback through Dinusha
and Prabath Jayasuriya (2,
28b). The eighth wicket pair
added only 25 runs but took
74 balls for it, pushing the
clock further. Ravindra
Jadeja fetched another break-
through as he jettisoned
Jayasuriya, inducing an edge
from the batter for Jurel in
the second slip. 

AB De Villiers Issues Clarification After Facing Backlash
For Rating Virat Kohli Over Sachin TendulkarCenturion Sonal Dinusha's Gritty Knock Helps Sri

Lanka Draw Second Test; India Win Series 1-0

Prime Minister Narendra Modi high-
lighted the importance of sports for a
better society, family life and country's
pride, encouraging the youngsters to
prioritise 'playgrounds over playsta-
tions'. PM Modi was speaking to ath-
letes during the 'Khelo India Dialogue'
via video conferencing on Thursday.
Speaking during the dialogue, PM
Modi highlighted that in these times,
while a timetable is being established
for studies, sports is also finding its
place there, and a sporting culture will
be established in the nation when the
sports period in schools will be consid-
ered a part of life rather than just co-
curricular activities. Pointing out the
excessive usage of smartphones, PCs
and gaming consoles among young-
sters, he called for a 'playgrounds over
playstations approach'. "When time
table is being made for career and stud-
ies, sports is also getting its place. This
is the change due to which India's trust
in its sporting future is increasing.
Sports culture is established when
schools do not consider spPrime
Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday
delivered a reality check on Indian
sports and sportspersons. In a virtual
address to hundreds of athletes, stu-

dents and volunteers who gathered at
various locations for the Khelo India
Dialogue, PM Modi said India's
Olympic performance can improve
only if the country manages to increase
its participation in those events in
which it has not participated in the
past. He added that his vision for sports
is not merely about winning medals
but making it an integral part of the
nation-building process. orts periods as
a co-curricular activity, but as a way of

life. This is how the talent pool is devel-
oped, and the children get support from
their families. Sports centers are more
important than screens. Playgrounds
are more important than Playstations.
It will only happen when our youth
will take this approach forward," he
said. PM Modi also said that for a
healthy society, a family system and a
better work culture, the sportsmanship
spirit is important, and sports teach
one to be a better competitor. "We often

hear that, for a healthy society, a good
family system, and a better work cul-
ture, the sportsman spirit is essential.
And this spirit is very difficult to learn
without going to the sports field. Sports
not only teach us to become champi-
ons, but sports also teaches us to
become better competitors. Rising,
falling... falling and then rising again...
Sports brings this zeal within us," he
said. The Prime Minister also said that
"those who play, they blossom" and
pointing out that blossoming in sports
is not only about winning on the field.
"It signifies the blossoming of the indi-
vidual and the family, as well as
enhancing the nation's pride. When an
athlete succeeds, that success is not
theirs alone; it elevates the identity of
their family, boosts the prestige of their
school and college, and strengthens the
recognition of their district and state.
The world begins to identify that city or
state by the athlete's name," he signed
off. "In the Olympics, there are so many
different sports. Indian teams don't
even participate in half of them," PM
Modi said, calling it a "bitter truth". In
the 2024 Paris Olympics, India partici-
pated in 16 of the 32 sports that were
part of the Games roster. 

'Playgrounds More Important Than PlayStations':
PM Narendra Modi's Message To India's Youth

Anaya Bangar Breaks Silence After

Landmark Cricket Australia Decision

naya Bangar, the
child of former India
cricketer Sanjay

Bangar, announced on
social media that she will
be eligible to participate in
elite women's cricket in
Australia from March
2027. Anaya shared pic-
tures of the official state-
ment from Cricket
Australia (CA) and in the
letter, CA said that the
decision was based on the
medical information pro-
vided. The Cricket
Australia policy states that
players competing in the
women's category of elite
cricket need to maintain a
serum testosterone concen-
tration below 10 nmol/L
continuously for at least 12
months. Anaya will also
have to maintain the eligi-
bility requirements. 

A

MS DHONI WANTED 25 PER CENT
STAKE OF CSK? BLUNT VERDICT BY

EX-KKR STAR ON REPORT

ASIAN GAMES 2026:
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ass Ka Das Vishwak
Sen’s upcoming film
‘LEGACY’, directed by

Saikiran Reddy Daida and
produced under the Kalaahi
Media banner, has entered its
final stage of production. The
intense political action
drama is being produced by
Yeshwanth Daggumati and
Saikiran Reddy Daida, with
Sanjay Sambrani and V.V.N.
Prasad as co-producers.
The film generated consider-
able curiosity with its
announcement teaser
released earlier this year.
‘LEGACY’ marks the second
production venture from
Kalaahi Media, following the
critically acclaimed
‘Pindam’, which was also
directed by Saikiran Reddy
Daida.

A STORY ABOUT
POWER, FAMILY AND
LEGACY
Set against a powerful politi-

cal backdrop, ‘LEGACY’
explores the collision of
power, family, love and
betrayal. The story follows a
reluctant heir who is drawn
into a dangerous world he
never wanted to enter. As
buried truths emerge and
ruthless enemies close in, he
is forced to confront the enor-
mous weight of his father’s
legacy. Vishwak Sen will be
seen in a striking new
avatar, delivering an
intense and layered per-
formance. Acclaimed
actor Kay Kay Menon
plays a formidable
antagonist, adding
another dimension to
the film’s dramatic con-
flict.

FINAL SCHEDULE
BEGINS IN
MADANAPALLE
The makers have com-
menced a month-long shoot-
ing schedule in and around

Madanapalle in Chittoor dis-
trict. The principal cast will
participate in the schedule,
which will include crucial
narrative sequences, high-
intensity action episodes and
songs. The technical team
includes cinematographer
Jiju Sunny, music composer
Govind Vasantha, editor
Sirish Prasad, production
designer Rajeev Nair and
action choreographer
Jashuva. The film’s sound
design is handled by Sync
Cinema, with Dolby Atmos
by E. Radhakrishna at Prasad
M i x i n g

Theatre.

IMPRESSIVE
ENSEMBLE CAST
Alongside Vishwak Sen and
Kay Kay Menon, the film fea-
tures an ensemble cast com-
prising Murali Mohan, Rao
Ramesh, Sachin Khedekar,
Ekta Rathod, Raja Ravindra,
Rajeev Kanakala, Aneesh
Kuruvilla, Khushee Ravi,
Kalyani Natarajan,
Collector Srinivas, Ravi
Kaale, Amit Tiwari and
other . Mounted on an
impressive scale, ‘LEGACY’
promises a combination of
gripping political drama,
powerful emotions, striking

music and explosive
action. More than a
story about inheriting
power, the film
explores a com-

pelling question:
Does a legacy deserve

to be carried forward, or
should it be rewritten?

areena Kapoor is making head-
lines not just for her upcoming
films but also for her films with

South stars. She will next be seen
alongside Malayalam superstar
Prithviraj Sukumaran in Daayra, a
crime drama directed by Meghna
Gulzar. The film is scheduled to
release on September 18, and the pair-
ing has become a talking point.
Interestingly, Kareena’s South con-
nection is only getting better.
Industry reports suggest that she is in
advanced discussions to star opposite
Dhanush in a large-scale mythologi-
cal jungle adventure backed by
Sanjay Leela Bhansali.
If finalized, the film will mark the
first-ever on-screen pairing of
Kareena and Dhanush, creating sig-
nificant excitement among fans. Over

the years, Kareena has
largely shared screen
space with Bollywood’s
biggest stars. However,
Kareena’s recent choices
indicate that she is keen
on doing content-driven
projects and collabora-
tions that go beyond
language. With
Prithviraj in Daayra
and a possible film with
Dhanush, many are praising
her willingness to explore
films with South stars.
There were also rumours a
few months ago that Kareena
Kapoor would play crucial
roles in Prabhas’ Spirit and
Yash’s Toxic, but neither col-
laboration materialised.

VISHWAK SEN’S ‘LEGACY’ ENTERS FINAL
SCHEDULE; INTENSE POLITICAL ACTION

DRAMA SET FOR DECEMBER RELEASE

ijay Deverakonda
and Rashmika
Mandanna star in

the highly anticipated
pan-India movie
“Ranabaali,” directed by
Rahul Sankrityan.
Presented by T-Series and
produced by Naveen
Yerneni and Y. Ravi
Shankar under the ban-
ner of Mythri Movie
Makers, the film is being
mounted on a huge budg-
et.
Set against the backdrop
of the 19th century,
“Ranabaali” is based on
real historical events that
took place between 1854
and 1878 during

the British colonial era.
With massive expecta-
tions across India, the
film is scheduled for a
worldwide grand theatri-
cal release on October 16,
coinciding with the auspi-
cious occasion of
Vijayadashami. The
release date announce-
ment poster features
Vijay Deverakonda in a
fierce and powerful look,
holding a sword and com-
manding attention.
With the arrival of
“Ranabaali,” the
Dussehra box office is set
to become even more
exciting.

ACTOR VIJAY
DEVERAKONDA’S
‘RANABAALI’ SET
FOR DUSSEHRA
RELEASE

KAREENA KAPOOR’S BACK
TO BACK SOUTH
COLLABORATIONS

he Tigmanshu Dhulia
directorial, starring
Arshad Warsi, Pratik

Gandhi and Ishita Dutta
premieres on September 11
The strongest creative part-
nerships are built on a
shared instinct for stories
that stand apart.
Continuing this shared cre-
ative vision ZEE5, Jio
Studios & Golden Ratio
Films bring together a story
that reflects a common
belief in backing distinctive
voices, making bold cre-
ative choices and creating
entertainment that keeps
audiences at their heart.
Starring Pratik Gandhi,
Arshad Warsi and Ishita
Dutta in pivotal roles, Hindi
ZEE5, Jio Studios and
Golden Ratio Films today
unveiled the trailer of
Ghamasaan, which pre-
mieres exclusively on the
platform on 11th September.
Ghamasaan is produced by
Jyoti Deshpande (Jio
Studios), Piiyush Singh,
Abhayanand Singh,
Saurabh Gupta & Ashwini
Chaudhary (Golden Ratio
Films) and Miten Shah

(Yaelstar Films). Directed
by Tigmanshu Dhulia, the
trailer of Ghamasaan, offers
audiences a first glimpse
into a gritty world of power,
pursuit and survival. Set
against the Hindi heartland,
Ghamasaan reflects
Dhulia’s distinctive story-
telling, rooted in morally
complex worlds where
power and survival rarely
leave room for easy
answers. The face-off
between Arshad Warsi as
Maharaj and Pratik Gandhi

as Aditya goes beyond a con-
ventional cop-versus-crimi-
nal conflict, becoming a
high-stakes battle for con-
trol of an entire ecosystem
shaped by power, loyalty,
politics and survival, where
there are no easy heroes and
morality exists in shades of
grey. Ghamasaan has trav-
elled through noted film fes-
tivals including MAMI
Mumbai Film Festival,
Cinevesture International
Film Festival and Chicago
South Asian Film Festival.

Nani, Anirudh
Ravichander, Srikanth
Odela, Sudhakar
Cherukuri, SLV Cinemas’
The Paradise Much-awaited
Second Single Launch In A
Truly Unique Fashion On
August 28 Natural Star
Nani’s The Paradise is
emerging as one of the most
eagerly anticipated Pan-
World projects, with the film
generating strong excite-
ment through its promotion-
al campaign. Director
Srikanth Odela is present-
ing the film on a grand and
ambitious canvas, promis-
ing a distinctive cinematic

experience. The project is
being produced on a lavish
scale by Sudhakar
Cherukuri under the SLV
Cinemas banner. The title
glimpse and teaser received
humongous response. The
makers began the musical
promotions with the first
single Aaya Sher which took
the buzz to another level
with its overwhelming
response.
The makers now have come
up with an update on the
second single. Known for
creating new trends with his
music and the way he pres-
ents it.

‘Ghamasaan’ Trailer Unveiled,
Premieres September 11

veryone in the the-
ater dances to the
title song of 'Rambha

Urvashi Menaka'.
The film is a good enter-

tainer that connects with
everyone: Heroine Raashi
Singh at the song launch
event Allari Naresh,
Chandra Mohan Chintada,
Annapurna Studios,
Comedy Movies
'Rambha Urvashi
Menaka' title song
launch Allari Naresh is

going to entertain with the
fantasy comedy 'Rambha
Urvashi Menaka'. Directed
by Chandra Mohan
Chintada, produced by
Rajesh Danda and

Nimmakayala Prasad under
the banner of Annapurna
Studios and Hasya Movies.
Surabhi, Raashi Singh,
Vishnupriya and Prisha
Singh are playing the hero-
ines. The already released
songs teaser trailer has
increased the expectations
on the movie. The movie is
going to be grandly
released in theaters world-
wide on September 4. On
this occasion, the title song
was released.

‘RAMBHA URVASHI MENAKA’ TITLE
SONG TAKES THEATERS BY STORM

NANI’S ‘THE PARADISE’
SECOND SINGLE TO
LAUNCH AT ANIRUDH’S
DALLAS CONCERT

NAYANTHARA SAYS

MORE WITH STYLE

THAN WORDS
T

K

National
Award-win-

ning actor and
Icon Star Allu

Arjun has
achieved another

significant mile-
stone, gracing the

cover of Forbes India’s
m u c h - a n t i c i p a t e d

Showstoppers 2026 edi-
tion, which celebrates

India’s 100 biggest celebrities.
The cover places Allu Arjun at
the forefront of a definitive
annual snapshot of celebrity

influence, recognising the
extraordinary scale of his star-
dom, his box-office pull and the
remarkable evolution of his
brand value. It is a powerful
acknowledgement of how far
the actor’s influence has trav-
elled from Telugu cinema to a
truly pan-India phenomenon.
Allu Arjun’s ascent to the
national spotlight has been
driven by a rare combination
of performance, personality
and unprecedented audience
connect. The Pushpa franchise
transformed his already formi-

dable popularity into a nation-
wide cultural phenomenon,
with his distinctive style, man-
nerisms, dance and screen
presence becoming instantly
recognisable across linguistic
and regional boundaries. The
Forbes India recognition also
underlines the commercial
force that Allu Arjun has built
around his name. His contin-
ued presence among India’s
most valuable and recognis-
able celebrities demonstrates
that his impact is no longer
measured by films alone.

Being the face of Showstoppers
2026 makes the moment partic-
ularly significant. Forbes
India’s annual celebration
brings together the personali-
ties who shape popular culture
and command influence far
beyond their primary profes-
sions. With his box-office dom-
inance, expanding brand aura
and pan-India following contin-
uing to grow, the Forbes India
cover stands as yet another
defining milestone in the
extraordinary phenomenon
that is Allu Arjun.

Icon Star Allu Arjun's graces the cover of
FORBES India's Showstoppers 2026 edition
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