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579 confirmed dead, 1924
still missing as Nepal waives
trekking fee for Kailash
Mansarovar pilgrims retumees

Kathmandu; Nepal has
waived the trekking fee for
foreign nationals returning
from the Kailash Mansarovar
pilgrimage through the west-
ern Hilsa border point in
Humla district for one week,
amid disruptions caused by
the devastating floods in the
Bhote Koshi River.The
Department of Immigration
said in a notice on Friday
that the waiver applies to for-
eign pilgrims returning from
the Kailash Mansarovar pil-
grimage who had earlier
obtained departure permits
from the Immigration
Office in Rasuwa.

TWOARRESTED IN
NEPAL FOR STEALING
EARRINGS FROM DEAD
WOMAN'S BODY AFTER
VIRAL VIDEO

Kathmandu, Aug 28 :

Nepal Police said they had
arrested two men for alleg-
edly stealing gold earrings
from the body of a woman
who was swept downstream
into the Narayani River dur-
ing devastating floods in the
country. After a video show-
ing the incident went viral
on social media and sparked
widespread outrage, police
arrested the suspects after
identifying them through an
examination of the video.
The footage showed two
men pulling the woman's
body from the river before
allegedly removing earrings
from both her ears.

on September 3

CM Naidu Pushes

Constituency Vision Plans

Amaravati: Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
directed officials and pub-
lic representatives to effec-
tively implement
Constituency Vision
Action Plans to achieve the
goal of making Andhra
Pradesh a leading state in
all sectors.

Addressing a video confer-
ence with ministers, MPs,
MLAs, collectors, Young
Professionals, Knowledge
Partners and officials,
Naidu said Andhra
Pradesh was the first state
to prepare and implement
vision plans at the constit-
uency level, earning
national recognition.He
said MPs and MLAs have a
key role in achieving tar-
gets based on identified
Key Performance
Indicators (KPIs). Young

Professionals, Knowledge
Partners and Swarna
Office staff should support
implementation through
innovative approaches and
improved public services.

The Chief Minister
called for development
plans based on local
resources and constituen-
cy-specific needs. He
directed officials to make
effective use of the Data

Lake and technology to
analyse information and
improve decision-making.

Naidu asked MLAs to
regularly review imple-
mentation and ensure
field-level monitoring is
transparent and account-
able. He stressed that gov-
ernment welfare pro-
grammes should focus not
only on financial assis-
tance but also on making
beneficiaries economically
self-reliant.

He directed officials to
increase per capita income
in every constituency and
ensure industries receiv-
ing approvals are actually
established in the con-
cerned districts. He also
called for greater support
to entrepreneurs and the
poor through initiatives
such as P4.

Karnataka Police Hardship
Allowance to Rise 50%

Bengaluru (TSIT):
Karnataka Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar
announced that the hard-
ship allowance for state
police personnel will be
increased by 50%, follow-
ing the model of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana.
Speaking at the launch
of comprehensive capaci-
ty-building training for
Karnataka Police at
Manekshaw Parade
Ground, Shivakumar said
the government would pri-
oritize the financial and

welfare needs of police
personnel and provide
necessary facilities.

He praised the National
Security Guard (NSG) for
training Karnataka police
and urged personnel to use
their enhanced skills to
protect the state and its
people. He also highlight-
ed growing cybercrime
and the need for police to
continuously  upgrade
their technological capa-
bilities.The Chief Minister
said the government
would explore agreements

Telangana pushes for SCCL joint
venture with Hutti gold mines

Hyderabad (TSIT):
Telangana Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka on Friday,
August 28, directed offi-
cials to explore a joint ven-
ture between SCCL and
Karnataka’s Hutti Gold
Mines. Vikramarka, on the
second day of his visit to
Karnataka’s gold mining
areas, visited the Hutti and
Uti gold mines in Raichur
district. He inspected the
various stages of gold pro-
duction, from ore extrac-
tion to refining, a press
release said. He said com-
bining the technical exper-
tise of  state-owned
Singareni Collieries
Company Limited with
Hutti Gold Mines’ experi-
ence in gold mining could
help increase domestic pro-
duction.

He suggested combining
this expertise with
Singareni’s capabilities in
mineral exploration and

He
Singareni officials to pre-
pare an action plan for col-
laboration between the two

mining. directed

organisations in gold
exploration, mining,
extraction, processing and
refining, as well as the
adoption of modern tech-
nologies, deployment of
technical experts and
human-resource training.
He emphasised the need
to reduce dependence on
gold imports and increase
domestic production. A

Hutti-Singareni partner-
ship could help boost gold
production, promote the
use of advanced technolo-
gies, create local employ-
ment and contribute to eco-
nomic development, he
said. Vikramarka inspect-
ed the production unit, ore
processing plant and elec-
trowinning facility at Hutti
Gold Mines. Officials
informed him that the
Hutti project produces an
average of two to four kg of
gold a day.

with military and Air
Force authorities to facili-
tate helipads on high-rise
buildings for emergency
rescue operations. He
appealed to builders and
developers to cooperate.
Shivakumar also
announced steps to
establish separate anti-
rowdy forces led by IPS
officers in Bengaluru
and every district to con-
trol criminal elements
and maintain public
safety without political
interference.

Bengaluru

Corporation scam.

His announcement came shortly
after he said he would meet Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar and
announce his decision at a press

(TSIT) Karnataka
Planning and Statistics Minister B
Nagendra on Friday announced his
resignation from the state Cabinet,
25 days after being re-inducted, amid
allegations linked to the Valmiki

conference."Today I am voluntarily
tendering my resignation as the
minister,"” an emotional Nagendra
told reporters. He said he had sub-

320 Indian nationals remain out
of contact after Nepal floods,
4,00 on Chinese side safe: MEA

New Delhi, Aug 28 :
The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said on
Friday that 320 Indian
nationals remained out
of contact following the
deadly floods in Nepal,
while 400 Indian nation-
als on the Chinese side
were safe.

Addressing a bi-week-
ly press briefing in New
Delhi on Friday, MEA
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal stated that 84
Indian nationals, includ-
ing 63 Indian nationals
who were working at the
Trishuli-1 hydropower
project, have been res-
cued so far. He further
stated that 96 Indian
nationals who were
stranded on the Chinese
side have safely crossed
into Nepal by land.

On the situation of

Indian nationals in

Nepal, Jaiswal said,
"First good news, 21
Indian nationals who
had yesterday arrived in
Kathmandu from the
area that was affected by
this flood, they have
today landed in Delhi.
They have just landed.
These 21 Indian nation-
als, are from Tamil
Nadu and they arrived
by Indigo flight which
just landed in Delhi.
Yesterday our

Ambassador had met
them in Kathmandu and
inquired about their
well-being. In addition
to these 21 Indian nation-
als, yesterday I had
informed you, we had
given you an update
about 63 Indian nation-
als who are working at
Trishuli-1 hydropower
project, they were also
rescued yesterday."

"In addition to these 21
and 63, we have learnt
that 96 Indian nationals
who were stranded on
the Chinese side have
safely crossed into Nepal
by land and efforts are
underway to have them
evacuated. We shall be
sharing with you details
about them as and when
we have more informa-
tion about the particu-
lars etc," he added.

mitted
Shivakumar.

The Opposition BJP and JD(S)
had been protesting against his re-
induction into the Cabinet, two
years after he resigned over the
same issue. They have alleged his
involvement in the Rs 89-crore
Karnataka
Scheduled Tribes Development
Corporation scam.

his resignation to

Maharshi Valmiki

FSSAI proposes to roll
out front-of-pack red
waming on food, drinks
high on sugar, salt, or fat

New Delhi, Aug 28 : The Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI)
has proposed to roll out a
front-of-pack red warning
label for processed food items
and beverages that are high in
sugar, salt, or fat content so
that consumers can make an
informed choice. "The warn-
ing label shall indicate the
applicable declaration, such
as 'HIGH FAT, 'HIGH
SUGAR/, 'HIGH SALT' and/
or 'HIGHLY SWEETENED
BEVERAGE' ... to enable con-
sumers to readily identify
products high in the speci-
fied nutrients," according to
a Reuters that cited an FSSAI
filing in the Surpreme Court.
The submission was made in
the Supreme Court as it is
hearing petitions from health
activists calling for the intro-
duction of warning labels on
the lines of Western coun-
tries. The Supreme Court
had told the FSSAI at a hear-
ing earlier this month to
expedite the introduction of
these labels.

NTA overhaul after NEET row: Centre
appoints 2 new directors, joint director

New Delhi, Aug 28 :
Continuing the revamp of
the National Testing
Agency (NTA) following
the NEET UG row, the
Central government
appointed two new direc-
tors and a joint director to
the Kkey examination
agency, official docu-
ments showed on Friday.

According to official
orders issued by the
Department of Personnel
and Training on August
27, the Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer Prasanna
Venkatesh V and IPS offi-
cer Ravi Kumar Singh
have been appointed as
directors in the National
Testing Agency.

Prasanna Venkatesh, a
2012 batch IAS officer, has
been posted in the NTA
under the Central Staffing
Scheme for a period of five

years. The IAS officer, a
graduate from Tamil
Nadu Agricultural
University, has served as
Secretary, Social Welfare
Department and AP
Social Welfare Residential
Education Institutions
Society, Guntur.

Ravi Kumar Singh, a
2012 batch  Andhra
Pradesh cadre Indian
Police Service (IPS) offi-
cer recommended for

Delhi Police. The
Department of Personnel
and Training further
informed that Amit
Samdariya, a 2016 batch
Indian Revenue Service
(IRS) officer, will serve as
joint director (deputy sec-
retary level) in the NTA
for a period of four years.

The Central govern-
ment began an overhaul
of the NTA soon after the
students’ protest at Jantar

Central deputation by the
Union Hom Ministry, has
also been appointed as
director in NTA, said an
official memorandum
issued on Thursday.

He has also been shifted
to the Department of
Higher Education for a
period of five years, the
order said. Ravi Kumar
Singh served as Deputy
Commissioner of Police,
Economic Offences Wing,

Mantar last month to
highlight NEET UG-2026
irregularities.

As part of the revamp,
the NTA sacked 47 of its
officials, a measure aimed
at initiating legal and
criminal action may
against some of them
amidst the students' agita-
tion led by the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) over
NEET paper leak and
other exam irregularities.

India likely to co-produce Javelin
Anti-Tank Missile in future

New Delhi, Aug 28 : The United

States is upbeat about India’s
decision to purchase the Javelin
anti-tank guided missile system.
Sergio Gor, the US Ambassador
to India, has said that the system
could be co-produced in India in

the future.

“The United States welcomes
the Indian Army’s signing of a
Letter of Offer and Acceptance
(LOA) for the purchase of the
Javelin anti-tank guided missile
system through the US Foreign
Military Sales process. The mile-
stone reflects the enduring part-
nership between the US and
Indian Armed Forces. It opens
the door for future collaboration
between the US and Indian
the US
Embassy in India posted.

“This agreement reflects a
defence partnership that is grow-
ing deeper, more capable, and
more consequential,” Gor was
quoted as saying by the embassy.

defence industries,”

On X, Gor posted: “BIG news!
India plans to buy the battle-test-
ed Javelin anti-tank system. Just
as @secwar highlighted at the
May 2026 Shangri-La Dialogue,
this is a great step forward in the
US-India defence relationship
and opens the door to co-produc-
tion possibilities.
ment between our two nations is

The engage-

at record-high levels!”

“The Javelin agreement dem-
onstrates the depth of US support
for the Indian Army and creates
new opportunities for our defence
industries to work together. We
see tremendous potential for
future cooperation that strength-
ens the defence industrial bases
of both countries,” the embassy

quoted the ambassador as saying.

With the signing of the LOA,
India becomes a customer of the
Javelin system, an advanced,
medium-range,
anti-tank guided missile. The US
Army, US Marine Corps and
numerous international custom-
ers use the Javelin. It is designed
for use against a wide array of
targets,
vehicles and fortified positions.

The Javelin is a man-portable
anti-tank missile system jointly
developed by Lockheed Martin
and RTX for use againstarmoured
targets. The US and allied forces
have widely deployed the system.

The shoulder-fired system fea-
tures an automatic guidance
mechanism that allows the mis-
sile to track its target after
launch, enabling the operator to
take cover and avoid counterfire.
Soldiers or Marines can also
reposition after firing or reload to
engage another threat.

fire-and-forget

including armoured
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TN Minister Aadhav Arjuna seeks Rs 1 crore
as damages from DMK chief Stalin

CHENNALI: The Madras
High Court on Friday
ordered notice to former
DMK president MK Stalin
on a petition filed by
Tamil Nadu PWD
Minister Aadhav Arjuna,
seeking Rs one crore as
damages/compensation
for making defamatory
statements against him.
Justice K Govindarajan
Thilakavadi also ordered
notice to DMK
Information Technology
wing and posted to
September 15, further
hearing of the application

arising out of a suit filed
by Arjuna, which also
sought to restrain Stalin
and DMK IT wing from
publishing any similar
false and defamatory
statements concerning
him. Tamil Nadu:
Kumkis deployed to track
tiger as shutdown protest
continues for second day

In his application, the
TVK leader submitted
that the present suit was
filed against Stalin and
the DMK IT wing for pub-
lishing a false, malicious
and defamatory imputa-

Tamil Nadu digitises liquor stock supply: Handheld
devices, mandatory OTP login for shops from Sep 1

CHENNAI: The liquor
sales monopoly in Tamil
Nadu, TASMAC, has
announced a new automat-
ed indent request process
for all retail shops across
the state, with effect from
September 1.

Under the new system,
liquor shop supervisors
will submit stock indents
using ded-
icated handheld devices,
fully replacing manual sub-
missions.

In an order, he said,
building on the complete
end-to-end computerisation
achieved across all 38 dis-
tricts and depots in mid-
2025, this tech-driven proce-
dure aims to streamline

stock distribution, elimi-

nate paperwork, and pre-

vent supply bottlenecks.
"Under the new digital

mechanism, eligibility
quantities
for each
shop will
automati-
cally populate on the hand-
held device, organised by
specific brands and pack
sizes", he said, adding,
"while supervisors cannot
reduce the system-generat-

tion against him through
the official social media
account of the DMK
Information Technology
Wing on the social media
platform X', bearing the
handle @DMKITwing, on
June 8, 2026. The said
publication has caused
incalculable and grievous
injury to the reputation,
dignity, credibility and
the public standing of the
plaintiff.

Arjuna submitted that the
impugned publication was
not an isolated or unauthor-
ised act of a mere social
media functionary but was
published pursuant to the
plan, directions, instruc-
tions and approval of Stalin,
who exercises control, super-
vision and overarching
authority over the affairs of
the party, including its IT
wing.Stalin was therefore
responsible for, and account-
able in respect of, the publi-
cation and dissemination of
the impugned post, and the
DMK IT wing was directly
responsible as the official
operator and manager.

South

Minister Arunraj says TNUHDB tenements
dilapidated; Nehru ready for joint inspections

-

CHENNALI: Health and
Family Welfare Minister
KG Arunraj on Friday
said Tamil Nadu Urban
Habitat Development
Board (TNUHDB) tene-
ments across the State
were in poor condition
and lacked basic ameni-
ties, prompting Deputy
Leader of Opposition KN
Nehru to support a joint
inspection of the build-
ings. Participating in the
debate on the demands
for grants for the Housing
and Urban Development
Department in the
Assembly, Arunraj said
the DMK had claimed
credit for constructing

several TNUHDB tene-
ments, including one at
Pattinapakkam. “Those
who say they have built
several tenements should
also see their present
condition. Across the
State, the tenements are
in a dilapidated state and
do not provide basic
facilities to residents,”
he said. Intervening,
Nehru said TNUHDB ten-
ements had a lifespan of
about 25 years and
acknowledged that rede-
velopment was often
delayed because resi-
dents were reluctant to
vacate their homes. He
cited the reconstruction

of tenements at
Kotturpuram during the
previous DMK regime
under Chief Minister MK
Stalin. “When we pro-
posed reconstruction, the
residents agreed to shift.
If people are willing to
move out for redevelop-
ment, we are ready to dis-
cuss construction of new
houses,” he said. Nehru
also agreed to join a pro-
posed joint committee to
assess the condition of
TNUHDB tenements and
suggested that residents
be consulted during the
inspection, responding to
the minister's call on
those lines.

Petrol bomb attack near leader Muthuramalinga
Thevar’s memorial in Tirunelveli, 2 arrested

CHENNAI: A petrol
bomb attack near the
memorial of leader
Muthuramalinga Thevar
in a residential area of
Tirunelveli occurred late
at night on Thursday
(August 27), with police
arresting two people in
connection with the inci-

Muralimohan Meets T'TD
Chairman B.R. Naidu

dent. According to a Daily
Thanthi report, the inci-
dent occurred in the
Urudayan Kudiyiruppu
area on Sivasakthi Road
between Tirunelveli

69-Year-Old Heart Patient Undergoes
Successful Ovarian Cyst Surgery

H

Secunderabad, August 28,

2026: A 69-year-old
Hyderabad woman, Ms.
Roda Bhai, with severe
heart disease successfully
underwent surgery for the
removal of a massive ovar-
ian cyst at Medicover
Hospitals, Secunderabad.

The patient had been
experiencing severe
abdominal discomfort and
pressure due to the large
cyst. However, her serious
cardiac condition made
both major abdominal sur-
gery and anesthesia par-
ticularly high-risk. The
medical team carefully
planned the procedure to
remove the cyst while
maintaining stable heart
function throughout the
treatment.

The surgery was led by

MEDICOVER
OSPITAL S

SECUNDERABAD
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Dr. Madhavi Dokku,
Consultant Gynecologist.
Dr. Pramod Kumar

Kuchulakanti, Consultant
Cardiologist, closely moni-
tored the patient’s cardiac
status, while Dr. Srinivas,
Consultant
Anesthesiologist, man-
aged anesthesia and peri-
operative care.

The patient underwent
continuous monitoring
before, during and after
the surgery. Close coordi-
nation between the
Gynecology, Cardiology
and Anesthesiology teams
helped minimize potential
cardiac complications and
ensured a safe surgical
outcome.

Dr. Madhavi Dokku said
that removing a massive
ovarian cyst is challenging

even in routine cases,
while the patient’s severe
heart disease significantly
increased the risks. She
said maintaining cardiac
stability while safely
removing the cyst was the
team’s primary focus.

The successful proce-
dure highlights the impor-
tance of multidisciplinary
expertise and advanced
medical facilities in man-
aging complex, high-risk
surgical cases.

Medicover Hospitals
officials said coordinated
care among specialists
played a key role in ensur-
ing the patient’s safe recov-
ery. Ms. Krishnaveni,
Center Head, and Dr.
Prashanth, Medical
Superintendent, were also
present.

Junction Sripuram and
Thachanallur, where two
communities reside.

Tamil Nadu: Kumkis
deployed to track tiger as
shutdown protest contin-
ues for second day

A petrol bomb was alleg-
edly thrown near the
memorial  stone  of

Muthuramalinga
Thevar by two
unidentified per-
sons, who fled the
spot.

Petrol bomb attack near
leader Muthuramalinga
Thevar's memorial in
Tirunelveli
Chennai: Petrol bombs

ANTHE 2026
.
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hurled at woman's house
in Periamet; police launch
hunt for suspects

How did police trace the
accused involved in the
petrol bomb attack?

Police led by
Thachanallur Inspector
Vimalan inspected the
spot and found fragments

of a glass bottle and a wick.
The investigation found
that a liquor bottle had
allegedly been filled with
petrol, fitted with a wick,
set on fire and thrown at
the memorial pedestal.

Who are the two people
arrested in the petrol
bomb case?

Police then examined
CCTV footage from the
area and identified the
accused as
Akashramadurai (22), son
of Srinivasarajah, and
Chandanakumar (21), both
residents of the area.

Petrol bomb attack near
leader Muthuramalinga
Thevar's memorial in
Tirunelveli

Trio held for hurling
petrol bomb at history
sheeter's house in Chennai

Why was the petrol
bomb allegedly thrown?

Police said the two
accused were being moni-
tored after being included

ANTHE, making it one of India’s
largest and longest-running talent
identification examinations. The
assessment is scientifically
designed, with questions mapped
to specific concepts and competen-
cies across subjects, aptitude and
analytical ability.

ANTHE goes beyond marks by
providing students with insights
into their academic performance
and examination behaviour.
Every participant receives a
detailed ANTHE Intelligence
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2,500 concrete houses for
cleanliness workers across
Tamil Nadu

CHENNALI: The State gov-
ernment on Thursday
(August 27) announced the
launch of the 'Agam' hous-
ing scheme to provide per-
manent homes to sanitation
workers, with 2,500 concrete
houses to be constructed for
workers without adequate
housing. Social Justice
Minister Vanni Arasu
announced the demands for
grants for the Social Justice

taining cleanliness and pub-
lic health in residential
areas and urban centres.

The initiative aims to
improve workers' living
standards and ensure a safe,
dignified living environ-
ment for their families.

In another announcement,
the government said a Tribal
Cultural Centre would be estab-
lished at Nandanam in Chennai.
The centre will expand the

the
Assembly. The scheme was
among 67 major announce-
ments made by the minister.

Department in

Tamil Nadu: Kumkis
deployed to track tiger as
shutdown protest continues
for second day

Under the 'Agam' scheme,
the government will provide
safe and permanent housing
for sanitation workers, who
play a crucial role in main-

activities of the Tribal Research
Centre, currently operating in
Udhagamandalam in the
Nilgiris district, to the State
capital.The proposed centre
will work to preserve and pro-
mote the diverse cultures, tra-
ditions, and art forms of tribal
communities. It will also cre-
ate greater public awareness
about the rich cultural heri-
tage of Tamil Nadu's tribal
population.

‘Disaster a wake-up call on climate change, develop-
ment’ : Minister A Rajmohan

CHENNAL The State government was closely monitoring the rescue

of state pilgrims strand-

ed due to the catastrophic floods in Nepal and is also ascertaining the
whereabouts of 49 others who left from Chennai, Minister A Rajmohan
said on Thursday. Giving a break-up on the pilgrims, Rajmohan said
11 people from Cuddalore, 5 from Krishnagiri, 16 from Thanjavur, 1
each from Dharmapuri, Tiruvannamalai and Namakkal, 4 from
Tiruchirappalli, 2 from Tiruvarur, 7 from Mayiladuthurai, and 6 from
Chennai - accounting from 10 districts, and 3 from Puducherry, totally
57, went to the Kailash yatra travelling in three vehicles. “The second
vehicle was stuck due to the sudden flooding. About 20 Tamils were
quickly rescued and evacuated to safety,” he said.

Launched to Assess Student Potential

exam candidates. In NEET UG
2026, 31 of Aakash’s 41 students
ranked among the Top 100 had
previously qualified through
ANTHE. In JEE Advanced 2026,
seven of the students ranked
among the Top 100 had also quali-

fied through ANTHE.

AESL MD and CEO Chandra
Sekhar Garisa Reddy said ANTHE
is intended to provide students
with clarity about their strengths,
preparedness and academic path,
rather than simply determining

Hyderabad, August 28,
2026: Aakash
Educational Services
Limited (AESL) has
launched the 2026 edi-
tion of the Aakash
National Talent Hunt
Exam (ANTHE), aimed

at helping students
assess their academic
potential, competitive
readiness and areas for
improvement.

Over the past 16 years,
more than one crore stu-
dents have registered for

CyberShield Hackathon 2026
Concludes at IIT-H

Sangareddy, August 28:
Bank of India’s two-day
‘CyberShield
Hackathon-2026’, focused
on cybersecurity, fraud
prevention and artificial

intelligence, concluded
successfully at IIT
Hyderabad on Friday.

Bank of India Managing
Director and CEO Rajneesh
Karnatak said banks must
continuously strengthen
their technological capa-
bilities to provide secure
and efficient services as
digital frauds become
increasingly sophisticated.
He said the hackathon pro-
vided young innovators an
opportunity to develop
technology-driven solu-
tions to real-world chal-
lenges in banking.

The event, organised by
Bank of India with the support
of IIT Hyderabad, received
2,936 registrations from across
the country. Following evalu-

ation, 72 teams and individual
participants were shortlisted
for prototype presentations,
with 232 participants taking
part in the finale. Eighteen
finalists, nine from each prob-
lem statement, advanced to
the final round.The first prob-
lem focused on Generative Al
solutions for reverse engi-
neering, analysis and risk
assessment of fraudulent
mobile applications and mal-
ware. Team Vijaya from IIIT
Bengaluru won the first prize,
followed by Team Fi from
Chandigarh University and
Team LogicFoundry from NIT
Goa.The second problem
involved Al/ML-based identi-
fication of suspicious transac-
tions and mule accounts.
Team weAreWinners from
IIIT Delhi secured first place,
while Team Vijaya and Team
LUNA LUPA from PES
University, Bengaluru, won
second and third prizes
respectively.

Report highlighting subject-wise
strengths and areas requiring
improvement. The report also
evaluates Competitive Exam
Success Potential, Test-Taking
Personality and Attempt

Intelligence Quotient.

According to AESL, ANTHE has
also been associated with the jour-
neys of successful competitive-

scholarship eligibility. ANTHE
2026 is open to students from
Classes V to XII. Scholarships of
up to 100% and 2.5 crore in cash
prizes are available, subject to

applicable criteria. The exam will
be conducted online from October

Actor Muralimohan Meets TTD
Chairman B.R. Naidu

Hyderabad: Senior actor

and former MP
Muralimohan paid a cour-
tesy visit to Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams
(TTD) Chairman B.R.
Naidu at the TTD
Hyderabad Camp Office.
During the meeting,
Muralimohan appreciated
the reforms introduced by
B.R. Naidu during his ten-
ure as TTD Chairman. He

expressed satisfaction
over the improved facili-
ties and amenities being
provided to ordinary devo-
tees visiting Tirumala.
Muralimohan said the
measures taken under
B.R. Naidu’s leadership
were helping improve the
overall experience of devo-
tees and appreciated the
efforts to provide better
services at Tirumala.

27 to November 1 and offline on
October 11, October 25 and
November 1, 2026.

LIC Celebrates
National
Sports Day

Mumbai, August 28,
2026: Life Insurance
Corporation of India
(LIC) is observing
National Sports Day
from August 28 to 30
to commemorate the
birth anniversary of
hockey legend Major
Dhyan Chand.As
part of the campaign,
LIC offices across the
country will organ-
ise various indoor
and outdoor sports
activities to encour-
age employees to
adopt physical fit-
ness and an active
lifestyle.In Mumbai,
LIC will conduct
indoor sports activi-
ties on August 29 to
promote the impor-
tance of regular
physical activity and
healthy living among
its employees.
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APJAC Amaravati Announces Phased Agitatio

Vijayawada

Over Employees’ Pending Demands

Vijayawada, August 28,
2026: The Andhra Pradesh
Joint Action Committee
(APJAC) Amaravati on
Friday announced a
phased agitation demand-
ing the immediate resolu-
tion of 29 major issues con-
cerning State government
employees, including
appointment of the Pay
Revision = Commission
(PRC), announcement of
Interim Relief (IR), release
of pending Dearness
Allowance (DA) dues and
payment of other financial
benefits. Addressing a
State-level conference held
at the Makinenni
Basavapunnaiah
Auditorium near
Raghavayya Park in
Vijayawada, APJAC
Amaravati Chairman
Bopparaju Venkateswarlu
said employees had been
repeatedly approaching
the government through
representations, discus-
sions and meetings, but
there was considerable
delay in resolving their
issues.

He said the history of
employees’ organisations
showed that several rights
had been secured only
through democratic strug-
gles. The 11th Pay Revision
Commission, he recalled,
was achieved after sus-
tained agitations, includ-
ing the “Chalo
Vijayawada” programme.
Bopparaju said the present
agitation was not against
the government but was
aimed at securing the legit-
imate rights and financial
benefits of employees. He
appealed to the govern-
ment not to test the
patience of employees any
further.

The APJAC leader said

the State-level conference
discussed the future of
employees and teachers in
detail and decisions were
taken democratically after
obtaining the opinions of
district-level leadership.
He said the State leader-
ship would implement the
agitation programme
based on the decisions
taken by the districts,
keeping in view the inter-
ests of nearly 13 lakh
employees. APJAC State
Secretary General
Palishetti Damodara Rao
said employees were only
seeking financial benefits
legally due to them and the
implementation of assur-
ances made to employees
in the election manifesto of
the coalition government.
He said employees were
seeking payment of pend-
ing benefits relating to
PRC, DA, surrender leave,
gratuity, leave encash-
ment and additional quan-
tum of pension, among
others. He urged Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu to ensure that the
money due to employees
was paid without further
delay.
Phased
announced
Aspart of the first phase,
APJAC will submit an agi-
tation notice to the Chief

agitation

Secretary on August 28.
From August 31 to
September 11, employees
will undertake a series of
programmes.

On August 31, district
units will meet Collectors
through the PGRS pro-
gramme and submit notic-
es regarding the agitation.
They will also inform the
Collectors about the pro-
posed “Work to Rule” pro-
gramme from September
15.

On September 1, employ-
ees will display the mes-
sage “CM Sir, Give Us Our
Money” as their mobile
phone display picture.
From September 1 to 5,
employees will wear black
badges while attending
their duties.

From September 2 to 8, a
“Hand to Hand” campaign
will be conducted by visit-
ing divisional and district
offices and mobilising
employees. Lunch-hour
protests will be held from
September 3 to 5.

On September 11, round-
table meetings will be
organised at all district
headquarters with repre-
sentatives of APJAC-
affiliated organisations,
AITUC and CITU to dis-
cuss the next phase of the
agitation.

Work to Rule from

M. Sivaprasad Appointed
In-Charge Commissioner of
APPTD and MD of APSRTC

TSIT, Visakhapatnam.
The Andhra Pradesh
Government has
entrusted M.
Sivaprasad with the
additional charge of
Commissioner of the

GARUDA SEVA TRIAL RUN H

Andhra Pradesh
Public Transport
Department (APPTD)
and Ex-Officio Vice
Chairman and
Managing Director of
the Andhra Pradesh

State Road Transport
Corporation
(APSRTC). He is cur-
rently serving as Joint
Managing Director of
APSRTC.

Transport, Roads and
Buildings Department
Secretary Kona
Sasidhar issued official
orders on Friday, stat-
ing that Sivaprasad
would continue to hold
the additional respon-
sibilities until further
orders. Following the
appointment, APPTD
Karmika Parishad
State President S.V.
Seshagiri Rao, General
Secretary Y. Srinivasa
Rao and State
Treasurer Kosuri
Surendra, among oth-
ers, met Sivaprasad
and conveyed their
greetings.

September 15

The second phase of the
agitation will be held from
September 15 to 26.
Employees will observe
“Work to Rule” during this
period and discharge their
duties strictly according to
government rules and pre-
scribed working hours,
without taking on addi-
tional workload. From
September 15 to 22, employ-
ees will use WhatsApp,
Facebook, Instagram and
other social media plat-
forms to publicise the agi-
tation through photo-
graphs and reels. Between
September 15 and 25,
APJAC leaders will meet
MLAs, MPs, MLCs and
other public representa-
tives and submit memo-

randa explaining the
employees’ demands.
On September 17,

employees will organise
protests wearing black
scarves at major junctions
at district and divisional
levels and form human
chains carrying the slogan
“CM Sir, Give Us Our
Money.” On September 23,
dharnas will be organised
at Collectorates and RDO
offices with placards high-
lighting the major
demands. On September
26, employees and their
family members will hold

dharnas at Collectorate
and RDO offices demand-
ing payment of their pend-
ing dues.

The APJAC leadership
said the third phase would
include intensified pro-
grammes such as multi-
zone conferences, non-
cooperation programmes,
relay hunger strikes,
“Chalo Vijayawada” and
an indefinite strike. A
united agitation pro-
gramme involving other
organisations would be
announced during the sec-
ond phase.

AITUC, CITU extend
support

AITUC State president
R. Ravindranath, State
general secretary S.
Venkatasubbayya and
CITU State general secre-
tary A.V. Nageswara Rao
extended their support to
the APJAC agitation.

They said employees
were not making unrea-
sonable demands and
were only seeking imple-
mentation of assurances
made before the elec-
tions and payment of
financial benefits due to
them. They assured that
AITUC and CITU would
extend direct and indi-
rect support to the
employees’ struggles
from the village level to
the State level.

Representatives of elec-
tricity and RTC employ-
ees’ organisations also
expressed solidarity with
the agitation. AP State
Electricity = Employees
Union-327 State senior
working president Y.N.V.
Suresh Kumar and RTC
Employees Union State
general secretary G.V.
Narasayya announced
their support.

Massive Rally on “Say No to
Drugs - Embrace Sports”

Tirupati: District Collector
Dr. S. Venkateswar stated
that the primary objective of
the Amaravati
Championship is to identify
talented students from rural
areas, government schools
and government educational
institutions and take them
to state, national and inter-
national levels.

On Friday, a massive rally
was organised under the slo-
gans “Drugs Vaddoy Bro...
Drugs Vaddhu - Kreedalu
Muddu” from the local
Taraka Rama Stadium to the
NTR statue. The rally was
flagged off by District
Collector Dr. S. Venkateswar
along with SAAP Chairman
Animinni Ravi Naidu and
District SP L. Subbarayudu.
SAAP MD Bharani,
Additional SPs, hockey play-
er Rajani, a large number of
Amaravati Championship
sportspersons, students, offi-
cials and others participat-
ed. Later, they took a pledge
against drugs.

LLD IN

TIRUMALA ON SRAVANA POURNAMI

Tirumala, 28 August
2026: In view of the
Srivari Salakatla
Brahmotsavams
scheduled to be held
from September 15 to
23 this year, TTD
observed a trial run of
Garuda Seva on Friday
evening on the occa-
sion of the full moon.

As part of its annual
practice of reviewing
the arrangements for
the ensuing
Brahmotsavams, TTD
conducts this mock
Garuda Seva every
year.

The Garuda Seva
was held from 7 pm to
9 pm. TTD EO Sri
M uddad a
Ravichandra,
Additional EO Sri Ch.
Venkaiah Chowdary
and Tirupati SP Sri

b ut i

other
arrangements.

Sri

Shantaram,

Sri

Surendra,

participated
Vahana Seva.

Subbarayudu jointly

inspected the
arrangements along
the four Mada Streets, f

including security,
drinking water distri-
0o n
Annaprasadam dis-
tribution, services of
Srivari Sevaks, entry
and exit routes, and
engineering

’

TTD Board members
Nannapaneni
Sadashiva Rao and Sri
SVBC
Chairman Sri Sridhar
Varma, Chief Engineer
Sri Manoharam, Dy
EO of Srivari Temple
Sri Lokanatham, VGO
and
senior officials from
various departments
in the

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the District Collector
said that over the past four
days, competitions were
held at the constituency
and district levels in 12
sports disciplines for
Under-17 and Under-23 age
groups.

Amaravati, August 28:
On the occasion of Raksha
Bandhan, several women
leaders and Brahma
Kumaris tied rakhis to
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu

Tondamanpuram: The
three-dayPavithrotsavams
at Sri Venkateswara
Swamy Temple in
Tondamanpuram conclud-
ed on Friday with the tra-
ditional Chakrasnanam.

On the final day, priests performed
Maha Purnahuti and Pavitra
Vitarana, followed by Snapan
TirumanjanamtoSri Venkateswara
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n Women Leaders Tie Rakhi
to CM Chandrababu Naidu
on Raksha Bandhan

Naidu at the

Chief

Minister’s Camp Office.

The women

leaders

expressed their affection
and goodwill towards the

Chief Minister by

tying

rakhis and extending their

Tondamanpuram Temple
Pavithrotsavams Conclude

Swamy, along with Sridevi and
Bhudevi, and Sri Chakrathalwar.
The sacred Chakrasnanam was
later performedfor Chakrathalwar,

greetings on the auspi-
cious occasion. CM
Chandrababu Naidu recip-
rocated their wishes and
conveyed his greetings to
all the women on the occa-
sion of Rakhi Purnima.

marking the completion of the
rituals.A Gramotsavam was also
organised in the evening, drawing
a large number of devotees who
participated and had darshan of
the deity.AEo Smt. Kumari Devi,
Superintendent Sri  Gnana
Prakash, Temple Inspector Sri
Sudheer, temple priests, staff and
devotees participated in the cele-
brations.

Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd.

Muthoot Homefin | Corporate Office : Unit No. 19-NE, 19th Floor, The Ruby, Senapati Bapat Marg,

Near Ruparel College, Dadar (West), Mumbai, Maharashtra- 400 028

POSSESSION NOTICE (As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002)
Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd. (MHIL) under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 (54 of 2002) and
in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,
2002, Demand Notice(s) issued by the Authorised Officer of the company to the Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s)
mentioned herein below to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the
said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower(s)/ Co-
Borrower(s)/ Guarantor(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession of the property
described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of
the of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The borrower in particular and the public in general are
hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of
Muthoot Homefin (India) Ltd. for an amount as mentioned herein under with interest thereon.

The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time
available, to redeem the secured assets

Sr. | Name of the Borrower(s)/
N Co-Borrower(s)/
0./ L.0an Account No./Branch

Brief details of secured assets

Date of %emanld Psgisgrel-
Notice & Tota
Outstanding Dues (Rs.) ngtee"

1. |sayad Khajavali/
Sayad Hajara/

S Azeema Bee/
ANA-NHL-000363/
Anantapur

All That Piece And Parcel Property Bearing Door
No0.31/1003-1 Measuring 48 Sq.yards in Sy.No. 499/2B
Property Situated 1st Ward, Kothapeta Veedhi, Revenue
Ward No.31, Dharmavaram Town, Dharmavaram
Municipality Area With In The R.D Of Sri Satya Sai,
Puttaparthy, S.R.D. Of Dharmavaram, With The Following
Boundaries. East: Road; South: Property Of Parvathi; West
: Property Of Gongalla Gangamma; North : Sandhu;

22-May-2026/ Rs. 24”}
10,69,758/- Rupees ?6‘236
Ten Lakh Sixty Nine

Thousand Seven
Hundred Fifty Eight

Only.

Date: August 29, 2026
Qace: Dharmavaram

Sd/- Authorized Officer,
Muthoot Homefin (India) Limitey

Ny /ASSET RECOVERY MANAGEMENT(ARM) Il BRANCH,
2nd Floor, Circle Office, Spencer Towers, No.86, M G Road, Bengaluru-560001
Email: cb6298@canarabank.com

[t |

A Government of Indi

Enforcement of Securi

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property mortgaged/
charged to the secured creditors the possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Canara Bank, ARM Branch Il Bangalore, of the Canara
will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on 17.09.2026 from 1.00 p.m. to 3.00 p.m. basis for recovery of outstanding dues
from below mentioned Borrowers. The Reserve Price and the Earnest Money Deposit is mentioned below.

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
(Under Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002)

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assests and
Interest Act, 2002 read with provisio to Rule 8 (6) of Security Intrest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Reserve Price

Andrapradesh-522002.

7-16-272/1-17, 715, Srinagar, Guntur,

26.08.2026 and plus
further interest thereon.

Builtup area 5121.726 Sq.ft.

Neme of Borrowers and Guarantors Total Liabilities as per Sale | Description of Inmovable Auction and Earnest Incremetal
Notice Assets Date & Time| Money Deposit | Value at Bid
(EMD) Date

1) Mr. Bodepudi Venkataramana Rs. 4,27,71,637/- Residential Villa Situated| 17.09.2026 | Reserve Price :| Multiples of
Slo. Bodepudi Kailasa Rao, (Rupees Four crores  |at Villa No. C-5, ‘ANANTYA from Rs. Rs. 1,00,000/-
D No. 7-16-272/1-17, 7/5, Srinagar, twenty sevan lakhs VILLAS’ Sy. No. 119/2 S.| 1.00 p.m. | 1,99,00,000/-
Guntur, Andrapradesh-522002.| seventy one thousand |Medahalli Village, Sarjapura to EMD : Encumbrance (s)
2) Mrs. Darapaneni Sailaja W/o.| six hundred thirty sevan |Hobli, Anekal Taluk.| 3.00 p.m. Rs. 19.90 '000/_ - Not Known
Bodepudi  Venkataraman, D No. only/-) as on Bengalure-562125. Super A

oo

auction process.

(o)

oQ

e

bidder only.

=3

°

psballiance.com

Other terms and Conditions :

Special Instruction/Caution

a. Auction / bidding shall be only through “Online Electronic Bidding” through the website https://baanknet.com/ Bidders are advised to go through the
website for detailed terms before taking part in the e-auction sale proceedings.
The property can be inspected, with Prior Appointment with Authorised Officer.
The property will be sold for the price which is more than the Reserve Price and the participating bidders may improve their offer further during

d. EMD amount of 10% of the Reserve Price is to be deposited in E-Wallet of M/s. PSB Alliance Private Limited (BAANKNET) portal directly or by
generating the Challan therein to deposit the EMD through RTGS/NEFT in the account details as mentioned in the said challan.

. After payment of the EMD amount, the intending bidders should submit a copy of the following documents/details on or before 16.09.2026, to Canara
Bank, ARM Branch |l Bangalore by hand. i) EMD to be deposited in E-Wallet of M/s PSB Alliance Private Limited (BAANKNET) portal or by generating
the Challan therein to deposit the EMD through RTGS/NEFT in the account details as mentioned in the said challan. ii) Photocopies of PAN Card, ID
Proof and Address proof. However, successful bidder would have to produce these documents in original to the Bank at the time of making payment
of balance amount of 25% of bid amount. iii) Bid Form to be submitted.

. The intending bidders should register their names at portal https://baanknet.com/ and get their User ID and password free of cost. Prospective bidder
may avail online training on E- auction from the service provider, M/s. PSB Alliance (BAANKNET) - e- mail: support.baanknet@psballiance.com,

. EMD deposited by the unsuccessful bidder shall be refunded to them. The EMD/Sale proceeds shall not carry any interest.

. Auction would commence at Reserve Price, as mentioned above. Bidders shall improve their offers in multiplies of Rs. 1,00,000/-. The bidder who
submits the highest bid (above the Reserve price) on closure of ‘Online’ auction shall be declared as successful bidder. Sale shall be confirmed in
favour of the successful bidder, subject to confirmation of the same by the secured creditor.

. The successful bidder shall deposit 25% of the sale price (inclusive of EMD already paid), immediately on declaring him/her as the successful bidder
and the balance within 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale by the secured creditor. If the successful bidder fails to pay the sale price, the
deposit made by him shall be forfeited by the Authorized Officer without any notice and property shall forthwith be put up for sale again.

j. For sale proceeds of Rs. 50.00 Lacs (Rupees Fifty Lacs only) and above, the successful bidder will have to deduct TDS at a rate 1% or as applicable

rate on the sale proceeds and submit the original receipt of TDS certificate to the bank.

AlichargesforConveyance, StampDuty/GST/RegistrationChargestaxarrears, othercharges,duesetc., Asapplicableshallbebornebythesuccessful

. Authorised Officer reserves the right to postpone/cancel or vary the terms and conditions of the E-auction without assigning any reason thereof.
m.In case there are bidders who do not have access to the internet but interested in participating the E-auction, they can approach concerned Circle
office or Canara Bank ARM I, who as a facilitating centre shall make necessary arrangements.
. Bidder has to make due diligence and physical verification of property with regard to title, extent, area dues, etc. No claim subsequent to submission
of bid shall be entertained by the bank.
Forfurtherdetailscontact: Authorised Officer,CanaraBank,ARMBranch-2(9113092975,7892927914,7561062889,9464534482,8709675503and
080-25310181) e-mail id — cb6298@canarabank.com OR the service provider M/s. PSB Alliance (BAANKNET) - e- mail: support. BAANKNET@

Bidding in the last minutes/seconds should be avoided by the bidders in their own interest. Neither Canara Bank nor the Service Provider will be responsible
for any lapses/failure (Internet failure, Power failure, etc.) on the part of the bidder or vendor in such cases. In order to ward off such contingent situation,
bidders are requested to make all the necessary arrangements/alternatives such as back —up, power supply and whatever else required so that they are able
to circumvent such situation and are able to participate in the auction successfully.

Date : 27.08.2026
Place : Bengaluru

Sd/-Authorised Officer
Canara Bank
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EDITORIAL

Can BJP Expand Its
Political Footprint In

Jadavpur's Left Bastion?

Once upon a time, there were Left Front governments in
three states-West Bengal, Tripura and Kerala. We used to
say that communism was still alive in these three states
and that half a province existed in Jawaharlal Nehru
University, or JNU, while the other half existed in
Jadavpur University. But eventually, after 50 years, West
Bengal was taken over by the BJP. The Left Front ruled
Bengal for 34 years, while Mamata Banerjee ruled for 15
years. In Kerala, Congress is now in power, while
Tripura is ruled by the BJP. At JNU, after Narendra
Modi became Prime Minister in 2014, the political culture
of the university also slowly began to change. Swami
Vivekananda's statue was installed on the JNU campus,
leading to considerable uproar. There was a debate over
the installation because Swami Vivekananda was a
Hindu sannyasi. Even though he himself spoke about
socialism, some ultra-Left students opposed the installa-
tion of his statue. The JNU administration has also
undergone many changes since the BJP came to power.
Even in student elections, although the Left remains
dominant, the ABVP has managed to create some space
for itself. But today's discussion is not about JNU. It is
about the other university of West Bengal, which is now
at the centre of a major controversy: Jadavpur
University. Before coming to the present controversy, it
is worth quickly recalling how Jadavpur University
became a Left bastion from the 1960s onwards. Jadavpur
University was born out of the Swadeshi movement in
1905. In 1955, the National Council of Education trans-
formed it into a university. But in 1967 and 1970, when
the Naxalbari movement was raging in Bengal, Jadavpur
University and Presidency College became two of the
major centres of Naxal activity in Kolkata. In 1970, unfor-
tunately, the Vice-Chancellor of Jadavpur University,
Gopal Sen, was killed by Naxal students because he
refused to postpone examinations. That incident firmly
established the image of Jadavpur University as a radical
university. Then came the long Left Front era, from 1977
to 2011. The CPM ruled Bengal for 34 years. During this
period, the student unions of Jadavpur University and
the teachers' association, JUTA, came under Left control.
Even the famous engineering college's student union,
FETSU, was controlled by DSF-the Democratic Students'
Front, which was actually an ultra-Left organisation. In
the Arts Faculty, FAS and SFI dominated, while in the
Science Faculty, WTI, along with independent groups,
had a Left-leaning presence. The Trinamool Congress's
student wing, TMCP, could never win Jadavpur
University, even after Mamata Banerjee came to power
in 2011. The TMC made many attempts, but it could not
break the Left's hold. Jadavpur is famous for its history
of political protest. There were anti-Emergency protests
here. In 2007, there were protests against Nandigram. In
2014, the university witnessed the "Hok Kolorob" move-
ment, during which the Vice-Chancellor was kept under
siege for around 150 hours following a molestation case.
That movement eventually became a national issue. In
2019, BJP Minister Babul Supriyo was also 'gheraoed' at
Jadavpur University. The Left has retained control over
the hostels. Teachers still have JUTA's dominance.

Edit
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HOW A GLACIER COLLAPSE
BECAME A HIMALAYAN DISASTER

Shailendra Yashwant

The Himalayas gave us a
brutal reminder this week of
what climate change looks
like when it stops being a
graph and becomes a wall of
water, ice, rock, and mud.
Across the Nepal-Tibet bor-
der, a sudden glacier collapse
unleashed a catastrophic
flood that tore through com-
munities, roads, bridges, and
power infrastructure. Rescue
operations are still under-
way, with at least 482 people
confirmed dead so far, and
the toll expected to change.
But one thing is already
clear: this was not an ordi-
nary monsoon flash flood.
Early assessments point to
an ice-rock avalanche or gla-
cier collapse that turned into
a massive debris flow, rather
than a conventional glacial
lake outburst flood. The US
Geological Survey later said
the seismic signal first
reported as an earthquake
was generated by a glacial
collapse and debris flow, not
by tectonic shaking.

[ | THE TIPPING POINT
Scientifically, the distinction
matters. Politically and
morally, it changes little. The
Himalaya is turning into a
more unstable landscape,
and climate change is mak-
ing it worse. The Global
Tipping Points Report 2025,
led by the University of
Exeter's Global Systems
Institute and more than 160
researchers, says tipping-
point risks rise as warming
approaches and exceeds 1.5
degrees Celsius. Mountain
glaciers, it notes, are among
the systems capable of non-
linear responses

under continued warming.
Tipping points do not act
alone. Most interactions
between the systems
assessed are destabilising.
One shift can make another

more likely, pushing ecologi-
cal and human systems into
cascading risk. The concern,
then, goes far beyond the val-
leys hit this week. A warm-
ing glacier does not simply
become a smaller glacier. It
can become a different kind
of threat altogether. As gla-
ciers retreat, meltwater col-
lects in lakes, often held back
by unstable walls of ice, rock,
and moraine. These lakes
can expand quickly. A sud-
den avalanche, landslide, ice
collapse, or breach can
release huge volumes of
water and sediment down-
stream. In steep Himalayan
valleys, gravity does the rest.
A regional analysis of 5,409
Himalayan glacial lakes
found both their number and
area increasing between 1990
and 2020, with expansion
concentrated in parts of the
central and eastern
Himalaya. Studies of
supraglacial lakes tell a simi-

lar story of restless ice and
water. These are not abstract
risks on a map. They are
forming above real villages,
roads, bridges, hydropower
projects, and pilgrimage
routes.

H DIFFERENT
CONSEQUENCES

The danger is already built
into the landscape. More
than 5,000 glacier lakes exist
across the region, and work
on Himalayan GLOF hazard
suggests that a 100-year out-
burst flood could send peak
flows downstream compara-
ble to major monsoon-fed
rivers. The glaciers are
shrinking too. A Scientific
Reports reconstruction of
14,798 Himalayan glaciers
found that they had lost at
least 40% of their Little Ice
Age area, with recent mass-
loss rates roughly an order of
magnitude faster than the
long-term average since

then. Climate change does
not mean every kind of gla-
cial lake outburst flood will
become more frequent in a
neat, linear way. A Nature
Climate Change study found
no statistically significant
increase in moraine-
dammed GLOFs in the
Himalaya since the late
1980s. The terrain, however,
is changing: its exposure,
triggers, weak points, and
consequences. That is a hard-
er problem, and probably the
more dangerous one. We are
building roads, dams, tun-
nels, hotels, and settlements
in a mountain system that is
no longer behaving accord-
ing to old assumptions.
Himalayan valleys are nar-
row, and they leave little
room for engineering arro-
gance. Traditional climate
risk assessment is not built
for such nonlinear behav-
iour. Tipping-point risks
involve uncertainty, sudden

shifts, and cascading
impacts. For South Asia, the
stakes are enormous. More
than three billion people
depend on vulnerable mon-
soon systems, while
Himalayan rivers, glaciers,
and mountain ecosystems

support farms, towns,
hydropower, and economies
far downstream.

® ASKING THE WRONG
QUESTIONS

The ritual question after
every disaster is whether cli-
mate change "caused" it. That
is often the wrong question.
The better one is whether cli-
mate change is making the
landscape more capable of
producing disasters that
were previously rarer, small-
er, or easier to manage.
Increasingly, the answer is
yes. This is the choice before
us. Tip the energy system
away from fossil fuels. Tip
infrastructure planning

L& &1

towards climate resilience.
Build real-time glacier and
glacial-lake monitoring
across borders. Create early-
warning systems that actual-
ly reach the people living
downstream.

And stop treating Himalayan
valleys as empty spaces wait-
ing for another road, dam, or
resort. Regional cooperation,
therefore, cannot remain
hostage to political weather.
Rivers, glaciers, and debris
flows do not stop at lines on a
map, nor do they wait for

diplomatic relations to
improve. India, Nepal,
Bhutan, Pakistan,

Bangladesh, and China need
shared glacier data, joint haz-
ard mapping, open hydrologi-
cal information, and disaster-
warning protocols that work
even during periods of inter-
state tension. In the high
Himalaya, a warning delayed
by suspicion can become a
warning delivered too late.

Why India's Bureaucrats Have
Learnt That Doing 'Nothing' Is Safer

SHI

THAROOR

For decades, the analytical discourse
surrounding the institutional
labyrinth of the Indian state has been
confined to a somewhat sterile duality.
We are routinely informed that our
administrative failures are the
byproduct of either the venality of the
corrupt or the vacuity of the incompe-
tent. While these elements undeniably
persist within the sprawling architec-
ture of our governance, they fail to
account for a far more pervasive, yet
curiously invisible, quagmire: the
vast, silent arena of administrative
inaction. In his new book Decision
Velocity: Rational Abdication, the
Fear Tax, and the Road to Viksit
Bharat, retired IPS officer OP Singh, a
man who has traversed the arduous
landscapes of field policing and the
intricate corridors of the Haryana
State Secretariat with equal distinc-
tion, proposes a startlingly original
third lens with which to view our
administrative shortcomings. He iden-
tifies a phenomenon that is as perva-
sive as it is pernicious: a " fear tax" not
levied by any formal exchequer, but
extracted from the lifeblood of the citi-
zen, in the form of unconscionable
delay. The Risk With Acting Singh's
"Fear Tax" is the price society pays
when decision-makers conclude that
the safest course is not to decide at all.
It is the outcome of a sclerotic system
where, for the desk-bound officer, the
risk of a decisive signature far out-
weighs the perceived safety of a pro-

longed silence. As Singh so eloquently
demonstrates, our current accounta-
bility frameworks audit the traceable
action with inquisitorial rigour, yet
remain blissfully indifferent to the
absent decision. Hence, it's safer not to
act at all. This is the central paradox of
modern bureaucracy. We have inherit-
ed, and subsequently ossified, a colo-
nial-era machinery designed for con-
trol, not for velocity. In such a frame-
work, a file that moves is a file that
invites scrutiny; a file that rests in a
dark corner of a cabinet is a file that
poses no threat to its custodian. The
result is a Kafkaesque reality where
the paralysis of the pen is too often
mistaken for the prudence of the pro-
fessional. This is not merely an incon-
venience; it is a profound failure of the
social contract. When the state abdi-
cates its responsibility to act, it does
not merely delay a project or a permit;
it stifles the latent potential of a citi-
zenry waiting for the basic friction of
governance to be removed. To under-
stand why this inertia persists, we
must venture beyond procedural cri-
tiques and into the psychology of the
"Iron Frame". The fear of the "audit" -
the retrospective, often punitive inves-
tigation of administrative decisions,
such as happened over the so-called
"Coal Scam" that turned out not to be a
scam at all - has created an environ-
ment of profound risk-aversion. When
an officer knows that a decision, how-
ever well-intentioned or logical, can be
second-guessed by an auditor years
later with the benefit of perfect hind-
sight, especially after a change of gov-
ernment, the most rational individual
response is to build a wall of paper,
process, and precedent. Rational
Abdication This is the "rational abdi-
cation" to which Singh refers. It is a
survival strategy. If you decide and
fail, you are accountable. If you defer,
consult a committee, request further
studies, or simply wait for a transfer,
you are safe. This culture of institu-
tionalised indecision creates a feed-
back loop: because decision-makers

are penalised for errors of commission
but rarely for errors of omission, the
entire system evolves to prize stability
over progress, and caution over
courage. As we set our sights on the
ambitious horizon of Viksit Bharat
2047, we must recognise that a nation
aspiring to become a leading global
economic power cannot afford systems
that reward hesitation more than ini-
tiative. In the global race for capital,
technology, and talent, speed is not
merely a virtue; it is a competitive
necessity. The cost of delay is not just a
line item in a budget; it is the opportu-
nity cost of growth. When a policy-
induced delay pushes a manufacturing
plant to a neighbouring state or anoth-
er nation, or when a bureaucratic bot-
tleneck forces an entrepreneur to
abandon an innovation, the "Fear Tax"
has been paid in full by the Indian
economy. We are essentially taxing
our own development. The "velocity"
that Singh advocates is the antidote to
this malaise. It requires a fundamental
shift in how we define administrative
success. We must move from an obses-
sion with compliance to an obsession
with  outcomes. Mistakes vs
Negligence How? It starts with a recon-
figuration of accountability. We must
evolve our oversight mechanisms to
distinguish between honest mistakes
(the byproduct of necessary risk-tak-
ing in a complex environment) and
true negligence. A system that does
not tolerate the possibility of a wrong
decision will rarely produce a right
one. Furthermore, we must incen-
tivise administrative courage. This
involves creating "safe spaces" for
decision-making, where the rationale
for action is documented and respect-
ed, and where the institutional culture
shifts from "How can I avoid this?" to
"How can this be made to happen?" It
requires a re-embrace of the profes-
sional ethos of the civil servant as an
agent of progress, not merely a
guardian of rules. Decision Velocity is
a clarion call for a new era of adminis-
trative clarity.

Rahul Gandhi Is Cleaning House -
But At The Cost Of The Congress

Rasheed Kidwai

As Rahul Gandhi remakes
the Congress in his image,
keeping leaders with decades
of patronage, favourable
equations, administrative
experience, and personal net-
works at arm's length may
spell strategic doom for the
party. There is a growing per-
ception within and outside
the Congress that some of
Rahul's key slogans and cam-
paigns, such as the latest
'smash the patriarchy' cru-
sade, or his support for Gen Z
and caste-based reservation,
haven't been received well by
many among the Congress's
old guard, particularly for-
mer chief ministers.
Privately, these former chief
ministers are reportedly con-
cerned that a heavy focus on
Gen Z issues might overshad-
ow broader voter priorities,
such as inflation and middle-
class economic struggles.
There is an old rule about the
Congress that its present
leadership would do well to
remember: a Chief Minister
never really becomes an ex-
Chief Minister. The bunga-
low may go, the red beacon
certainly does, ministers stop
returning calls with quite the
same urgency, but political
capital accumulated through
years in office does not disap-
pear with an election defeat
or a change of guard. A for-
mer Chief Minister leaves
behind a web of MLAs, for-
mer MLAs, district satraps,
contractors, lawyers, busi-
ness leaders, journalists,
bureaucrats, community
leaders, religious figures, and
party workers who have, at
one time or another, received
patronage, access, or simply a
patient hearing. That is polit-

ical capital. And the Congress
today has an astonishing
amount of it lying under-
utilised. Digvijaya Singh,
Kamal Nath, Ashok Gehlot,
Bhupinder Singh Hooda,

Bhupesh Baghel,
Siddaramaiah, Prithviraj
Chavan, Charanjit Singh
Channi, Sushilkumar
Shinde, and Rajinder Kaur
Bhattal, to cite some of the
most important names, have
all governed major states. AK
Antony and Shinde, who
have now withdrawn from
active politics, belong to an
even older tradition of
Congress elders who could be
summoned when a crisis
required credibility rather
than decibels.

These are not identical cases,
and it would be inaccurate to
say each has been banished.
Baghel, for instance, is the All
India Congress Committee
(AICC) general secretary in
charge of Punjab, while
Channi has been made chair-
man of the Punjab Congress
campaign committee for the
2027 election. Hooda remains
the Leader of Opposition in
Haryana. Yet, collectively,
these former chief ministers
appear increasingly periph-

eral to the central political
grammar being fashioned
around Rahul Gandhi. This
may be part of a generational
transition. But a generational
transition badly handled can
easily become institutional

amnesia. A Congress
Tradition Rahul Should
Rediscover The Congress
once understood the useful-
ness of its former chief minis-
ters rather well. AK Antony
did not cease to matter when
he left Thiruvananthapuram,;
he became Defence Minister,
troubleshooter, and one of
Sonia Gandhi's most trusted
political consciences.
Digvijaya Singh, after 10
years as Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister, moved into
the AICC apparatus and han-
dled difficult states.

Ashok Gehlot spent years as
an AICC general secretary in
charge of the organisation
between his innings in
Jaipur. Sushilkumar Shinde
went from being
Maharashtra Chief Minister
to being appointed Governor,
Union Power Minister, and,
eventually, Union Home
Minister. Former chief minis-
ters were dispatched as
observers because they

understood the one language
every Congress legislature
party speaks fluently: ambi-
tion. In 2009, for instance,
Antony and Digvijaya were
among the senior observers
sent to Maharashtra after the
Assembly election, while
Prithviraj Chavan was sent
to Haryana. There was logic
to this. Someone who has
himself negotiated the Chief
Minister's chair knows how
to recognise a rebellion
before the rebel has drafted
his press statement. The pres-
ent Congress, by contrast,
sometimes seems eager to
demonstrate that nobody is
indispensable.

It is an wunderstandable
impulse given the many cases
of regional barons often hold-
ing the organisation hostage.
Rahul Gandhi wants a
younger, more ideological,
less transactional party. The
trouble is that elections
remain stubbornly transac-
tional affairs. The BJP under-
stands this better than its
rhetoric suggests. It may
retire veterans, but it careful-
ly harvests their networks
before doing so. The
Congress, on the other hand,
often retires the network
with the individual.
Reservoirs of Political Capital
Take Digvijaya Singh. He can
be an exasperating presence
for his own party, occasional-
ly giving the BJP a quotation
it could never have written as
effectively itself. Yet, few
Congress leaders know the
political ~ geography  of
Madhya Pradesh better. In
the run-up to the 2023 elec-
tion, he was entrusted with
difficult BJP-dominated con-
stituencies and spent months
meeting cadres and placating
disgruntled workers.
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Indel Money’s 500 Crore NCD Issue (250 Cr
Base issue + 250 Cr Greenshoe) Oversubscribed
by 704%, Rs. 1,759 Crore in Subscriptions

Mumbai, August 2026: Indel
Money Limited’s public
issue of Secured, Rated,
Listed and Redeemable Non-
Convertible = Debentures
(NCDs) drew strong
response from investors,
with the entire issue of up to
Rs 500 crore, including the
Rs 250 crore Green Shoe
Option, fully subscribed
within four hours of opening
on August 18, 2026. The
issue, with a base size of Rs
250 crore and an option to
retain oversubscription of
up to Rs 250 crore, was pre-
closed on August 20, 2026,
ahead of its scheduled clos-
ing date. The company
received bids worth Rs 1,759
crore, equivalent to 704% of
the base issue size.

The NCDs, with a face value
of Rs 1,000 each, carry an
effective yield of up to
12.25% per annum and are
proposed to be listed on BSE
Limited. The NCDs have
been rated IND A-/Stable’
by India Ratings and
Research Pvt. Litd.

Mr Umesh Mohanan, Whole
Time Director, Indel Money,

said: “The overwhelming
response to the issue reflects
the confidence investors
have placed in Indel Money
and our growth strategy.
The fact that the entire Rs
500 crore issue was sub-
scribed within four hours,
followed by total subscrip-
tion of Rs 1,759 crore, is par-
ticularly encouraging.

As we expand our lending
franchise, this strong
investor response enhances
our ability to access diversi-
fied sources of capital to
serve the evolving credit
needs of individuals and
businesses mainly across
rural parts of India. The pro-
ceeds from the Issue will
augment Indel’s capital posi-
tion and support our
onward lending activities,
refinancing and debt servic-
ing requirements, while
enabling us to pursue our
long-term growth objec-
tives.” The Net Proceeds of
the Issue will be utilised for
onward lending, financing
or refinancing of existing
debt and/or debt servicing,
including payment of inter-

est and/or repayment or
prepayment of interest and
principal of existing borrow-
ings of the Company, and for
general corporate purposes,
in accordance with applica-
ble regulations.

During FY26, Indel Money’s
Assets Under Management
(AUM) stood at ?4,103.90
crore. Indel Money reported
total income of ?605.96 crore,
net worth of ?631.77 and prof-
it after tax of ?123.97 crore.
The Company maintained a
strong focus on asset quality
and capital strength, with
GNPA at 1.65% and NNPA
at 1.29% as of March 31, 2026.
and a Tier I Capital
Adequacy Ratio 0f 20.47%.
As of June 30, 2026, Indel
Money’s Assets Under
Management (AUM) stood
at 74,376.51 crore, net worth
of ?659.03 Cr. The Company
maintained a focus on asset
quality and capital strength,
with Gross Non-Performing
Assets (GNPA) at 1.54%, Net
Non-Performing Assets
(NNPA) at 1.24%, and a Tier
I Capital Adequacy Ratio of
22.47%.

Business

New Delhi: Jio Platforms Ltd,
the digital services arm of bil-
lionaire Mukesh Ambani’s
Reliance Industries Ltd, has
received approval from mar-
Kkets regulator Sebi to proceed
with an initial public offering
(IPO) that could raise about
USD 3.8 billion, paving the way
for what would be the coun-
try’s largest stock-market list-
ing. The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
issued its final observations on
Friday, August 28, according
to an update on the regulator’s
website. Jio Platforms had
filed its draft IPO papers in
June. 27 crore shares up for
grab The company plans to
issue up to 27 crore fresh equi-
ty shares, equivalent to about
29 per cent of its post-issue
equity base, according to its
draft prospectus. The offering
could value Jio Platforms at
about USD 137 billion, people
familiar with the matter said.
At the estimated issue size of
about Rs 37,700 crore (USD 3.8
billion), the offering would sur-
pass Hyundai Motor India’s
USD 3.3 billion-equivalent list-
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JIO GETS SEBI NOD FOR IPO, SET TO
BE INDIA’S BIGGEST LISTING

ing in 2024 and become the
largest IPO in India. A pro-
posed IPO by the National
Stock Exchange (NSE), esti-
mated at about Rs 30,000 crore,
would also be smaller. The pro-
ceeds will be used primarily to
repay or prepay, in whole or in
part, about Rs 27,500 crore of
outstanding borrowings of
Reliance Jio Infocomm Litd,
Jio Platforms’ material sub-
sidiary, according to the draft

prospectus. The remainder is
earmarked for general corpo-
rate purposes. The public offer-
ing comes as India’s primary
market has remained active,
with strong participation from
retail investors and domestic
institutions. More than two
dozen IPOs have been
announced or launched since
July 1, nearly matching the 28
recorded in the first half of
2026. Jio telecom is world’s sec-

ond-largest mobile operator
Jio Platforms houses
Reliance’s digital businesses,
including its telecommunica-
tions operations. Reliance Jio
Infocomm had more than 53.3
crore subscribers as of June-
end, making it the world’s sec-
ond-largest mobile operator by
subscriber count after China
Mobile, according to company
data. The business has also
expanded into other areas,

including cloud, artificial intel-
ligence (AI) and enterprise net-
work services. Jio Platforms
has previously attracted major
global technology and finan-
cial investors. In 2020, Meta
invested Rs 43,574 crore for a
9.99 per cent stake, while
Google invested Rs 33,737 crore
for a 7.73 per cent holding.
Other investors, including
Silver Lake, Vista Equity
Partners, General Atlantic,
KKR, Mubadala, Abu Dhabi
Investment Authority, TPG, L
Catterton, the Public
Investment Fund, Intel Capital
and Qualcomm Ventures col-
lectively invested about Rs
74,745 crore for roughly a 15.2
per cent stake. Reliance
Industries owns about 66.4 per
cent of Jio Platforms, while
Meta and Google together hold
about 17.7 per cent, according
to the draft prospectus. First
offering from Reliance since
2008 The IPO would be the first
public offering from the
Reliance group since 2008 and
the first IPO of a consumer-
focused business within the
conglomerate.

WACKER ESTABLISHES
GLOBAL CAPABILITY CENTER
IN INDIA WITH HCLTECH

NOIDA, India, Aug 28,
2026 — HCLTech, a lead-
ing global technology
company, announced
that Wacker Chemie AG,
a global chemicals and
biotechnology company,
has recently established
a Global Capability
Center in Pune, India in
collaboration with
HCLTech.

The GCC will support
WACKER's engineering,
IT and digital transfor-
mation initiatives. and
provide a flexible,
resilient and future-
ready delivery founda-
tion.

“The Global Capability
Center is an important
step in strengthening our
global delivery and digi-
tal execution capabili-
ties,” said Fabian
Seibold, Director WACK-
ER Excellence Hub Pune.
“HCLTech’s experience
in building and scaling
such centers allows us to
move forward with a
model that supports agili-
ty, governance and long-
term growth.”

"This expanded engage-
ment builds on the strate-
gic partnership between
WACKER and HCLTech
and marks an important
milestone in WACKER's
digital transformation.
We are proud to support
WACKER's long-term dig-
ital and engineering

B HCLTech, aleading
global technology com-
pany, announced that
Wacker Chemie AG, a
global chemicals and
biotechnology company,
has recently established
a Global Capability
Center in Pune, India in
collaboration with
HCLTech. The GCC will
support WACKER's
engineering, IT and dig-
ital transformation ini-
tiatives. and provide a
flexible, resilient and
future-ready delivery

foundation.
—

transformation journey
as a trusted partner,"
said Dr. Frank Fehler,
Executive Vice President
and Country Head
Germany, HCLTech.
"Through a phased cus-
tomer-centric operating
model, we are establish-
ing a flexible, resilient,
and future-ready GCC for
WACKER in Pune.
Leveraging our expertise
in DevSecOps and
automation, HCLTech
will help build a high-per-
forming team, strengthen
governance, enhance
operational efficiency,
and accelerate digital
modernization," said
Kiran Cherukuri, EVP
and Global GCC Practice
Head, HCLTech.

Strike One: Jawa All Stars debuts with new
expressions of award-winning 42 FJ

Mumbai, 25 August 2026:
Jawa Yezdi Motorcycles
announces the beginning of
Jawa All Stars, a new
expression of the values that
have long defined Jawa rid-
ers. The first strike in this
new chapter comes through
the Jawa 42 FJ, bringing a
fresh and contemporary
interpretation of the brand's
neo-classic design language.
Over the years, Jawa's pio-
neering spirit has resonated
with a particular kind of
rider, one who values indi-
viduality over conformity
and confidence over atten-
tion. These riders have
always shared an unspoken
code, expressed not through
what they say, but through
the choices they make and
the way they carry them-
selves. Jawa All Stars gives
this code a name. Inspired
by the enduring symbolism
of the star as a mark of iden-
tity, recognition and belong-
ing, All Stars is not a badge
of achievement or superiori-
ty, but an insignia for a way
of being. A visible mark for
an invisible code that con-
nects riders through a
shared outlook, regardless of
where their individual jour-
neys may take them.
Different journeys. Different
personalities. One shared
spirit. That is the Jawa All
Stars code - character, con-
duct, and courage. The Jawa
42 FJ brings this philosophy

to life through a sportier and
more contemporary inter-
pretation of the brand's neo-
classic design language.
Since its introduction, the
Jawa 42 FJ has earned wide-
spread appreciation for its
distinctive neo-classic
design, strong road presence
and engaging performance.
The Jawa 42 FJ was awarded
the Viewer's Choice Bike of
the Year (2024) and the
Viewer's Choice Motorcycle
of the Year (2025), underscor-
ing its widespread appeal
among enthusiasts and rein-
forcing its stature as one of
India's most admired neo-
classic motorcycles.

e

Anupam  Thareja, Co-

founder, Classic Legends,
“Jawa has always

said,

attracted riders who know
exactly who they are. They
have never followed trends
for the sake of it, nor sought
attention for making differ-
ent choices. Over time, we
realised there was a shared
spirit that connected these
riders. Jawa All Stars is our
way of recognising and cele-
brating that spirit. It is a
tribute to character, con-
duct, and courage, the values
that have always felt inher-
ently Jawa. The Jawa 42 FJ
is the first expression of that
philosophy, bringing it to
life through contemporary
design, performance, and a
personality that is unmis-

takably its own.” The Jawa
42 FJ builds
approach with segment-first

on that

brushed aluminium tank
panels, a sporty stance, and a
detailed finish, while its 334-
cc liquid-cooled DOHC sin-
gle-cylinder engine produces
29.17 PS at 7,500 rpm and
29.62 Nm at 5,500 rpm, deliv-
ering up to 42 percent more
power than most 350cc
motorcycles in the segment.
Modern features include a
fully digital instrument clus-
ter and all-LED lighting,
blending contemporary
functionality with Jawa's
neo-classic character. Its six-
speed gearbox, double-cradle
frame, 41 mm telescopic
front forks and gas-filled
twin rear shock absorbers

with five-step adjustable pre-
load allow for a balance of
stability, control.

NGT PANEL FINDS NVN
CONSTRUCTION ENCROACH-
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Hyderabad: A National

Green Tribunal (NGT)-
appointed joint committee
has found that Edulakunta,
located in Survey no 7 of
Khanamet, is a government
water body and that NVN
Constructions has been car-
rying out construction activi-
ty in it. The Telangana High
Court had earlier passed a
conflicting order saying that
NVN Construction’s 13.17-
acre property in Kukatpally
does not overlap with the
lake. According to a Times of
India report, the NGT com-
mittee has stated that rev-
enue records classify the
entire six acre and five gun-
tas in Survey no 7 of
Khanamet in
Serilingampally mandal as
“Edulakunta Shikam
Sarkari.” The land is also
included in the Section 22A
prohibited list. NVN
Constructions’ activities fall
under Survey no 7, according
to a demarcation done by a
mandal surveyor using the
Khanamet village map and

ground references and a May
25 inspection by
Serilingampally revenue offi-
cials. After the inspection, the
tahsildar had sought assis-
tance from Hyderabad
Disaster Response and Asset
Protection Agency
(HYDRAA), which fenced the
land on May 26 and 27. Lake
activists file petition The
NGT had taken up the case
after lake activists, such as
Thakur Raj Singh, filed a peti-
tion alleging lake bed filling,
debris dumping and unautho-
rised construction on the
lake. The applicants had also
alleged that water was being
pumped out of the lake to
facilitate construction. This
allegation was not independ-
ently established by the NGT
committee. High Court obser-
vation On July 31, the
Telangana High Court had
held that NVN Construction’s
13.17-acre property in survey
numbers 1003 and 1006 of
Kukatpally was a private
pattaland and did not overlap
with Survey no 7.

Aditya Birla Housing Finance Expands Presence in
Tamil Nadu with New Branch in Theni Allinagaram

Theni Allinagaram, August
2026: Aditya Birla Housing
Finance Limited
(“ABHFL”), a leading hous-
ing finance company and a
subsidiary of Aditya Birla
Capital Limited, has expand-
ed its footprint in Tamil
Nadu with the launch of a
new branch in Theni
Allinagaram as part of its
broader plan to expand its
pan-India distribution net-
work. With this addition,
ABHFL’s total network in
Tamil Nadu has increased to
19 branches, strengthening
its presence in high-growth
markets and improving cus-
tomer accessibility. Theni-
Allinagaram is a prominent
commercial hub in Tamil
Nadu, with its economy sup-
ported by cotton and textile
trade, agriculture, horticul-
ture, small businesses and
services. The presence of
textile industries and a
strong trading ecosystem
supports a diverse customer
base of salaried profession-
als, traders, business owners
and self-employed individu-
als. Growing economic
activity and housing aspira-
tions across the town and
surrounding areas make
Theni-Allinagaram a prom-
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ising market for housing
finance. Through its new
branch, ABHFL aims to
bring tailored financing
solutions closer to cus-
tomers in the region, sup-
porting their homeowner-
ship journey. ABHFL offers
a comprehensive suite of
housing finance solutions
tailored to diverse customer
segments, including afford-
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able housing, prime hous-
ing, construction finance,
and loans against property,
catering to salaried individ-
uals, self-employed profes-
sionals, self-employed non-
professionals, and emerging
income groups. Backed by a

robust digital ecosystem,
ABHFL enables a seamless
onboarding, Faster
Approvals, and enhanced

transparency, ensuring a
superior customer experi-
ence. To mark the launch,
ABHEFL is offering zero login
fees along with spot loan
sanctions of up to ?50 lakh,
valid from August 25 to
August 31, 2026, enabling
faster and more affordable
access to credit for cus-
tomers at these new branch-
es. Speaking on the expan-
sion, Mr. Pankaj Gadgil, MD
& CEO, Aditya Birla
Housing Finance Limited,
said, “Tamil Nadu is a key
growth market for us. With
strong demand and rising
aspirations, we are scaling
our regional presence to
deepen customer engage-
ment. By combining our
growing distribution foot-
print with robust digital
capabilities, we aim to
make the homeownership
journey simpler, faster, and
hassle-free for customers.”
Aligned with its promise of
delivering a ‘Happy Home
Loan Journey’, this expan-
sion underscores ABHFL’s
continued focus on cus-
tomer-centricity, responsi-
ble lending, and driving
financial inclusion through
a diversified and granular
retail portfolio.

Cygnet. One launches AI-First GST Classification and ITC
Eligibility Engine to automate enterprise tax compliance at scale

Hyderabad, August 28, 2026:
Tax technology provider
Cygnet.One today
announced its Al-powered
GST Classification and
Input Tax Credit (ITC)
Eligibility Engine, a solu-
tion built to validate and
automate the posting of
enterprise purchase invoic-
es at scale. Combining GST-
aligned rule logic with artifi-
cial intelligence, the engine
analyzes invoice data, inter-
prets transaction context,
and determines ITC eligibil-
ity at an invoice level, classi-
fying each transaction into
the correct GSTR-3B treat-
ment with an explainable
reasoning trail. It automati-
cally flags reverse charge,
imports, and blocked cred-
its, cutting manual review
while building audit readi-
ness into the process by
design.

ADDRESSING A PERSIST-
ENT COMPLIANCE GAP

Large enterprises process
lakhs of purchase invoices
every month across multi-
ple Goods and Services Tax
Identification Numbers
(GSTINs), business units,
and geographies, sourced
from Enterprise Resource
Planning (ERP) systems,

scanned documents, PDFs,
and vendor emails. Critical
GST indicators such as
reverse charge, imports,
Input Service Distributor
(ISD) credits, mixed-use
transactions, and blocked
credits are often not clearly
flagged at source. As a
result, tax teams spend dis-
proportionate time review-
ing invoices manually, rec-
onciling discrepancies late
in the cycle, and defending
positions during audits.
Despite mature ERP land-
scapes and years of GST
implementation, ITC eligi-
bility and classification
decisions at most enterpris-
es are still made invoice by
invoice through manual
interpretation, an approach
that does not scale with vol-
ume and exposes organiza-
tions to inconsistency,
delayed risk discovery, and
audit pressure.

HOW THE ENGINE
WORKS

The workflow begins with
the ingestion of raw invoice
data into Cygnet.One's Al
engine. Inside this central
processing hub, an Al com-
ponent performs description
and context analysis while
working alongside a rule

engine module, and the two
exchange information itera-
tively to ensure invoice data
is interpreted correctly and
in line with GST law and
organizational policy. Once
processing is complete, the
system delivers three out-
puts built for tax and audit
efficiency: accurate ITC eli-
gibility at an invoice level,
structured GSTR-3B data
ready for regulatory filing,
and an audit-ready reason-
ing trail that gives tax and
audit teams a transparent
record of how each classifi-
cation was reached.

KEY CAPABILITIES

Invoice-level ITC eligibil-
ity: Determines Input Tax
Credit eligibility for each
invoice rather than apply-
ing blanket rules, using a
hybrid of GST-aligned logic
and Al-driven context analy-
sis.

Automatic risk flagging:
Identifies reverse charge,
import transactions, and
blocked credits without
manual intervention.

Structured GSTR-3B clas-
sification: Converts invoice-
level decisions into struc-
tured data mapped to the
correct GSTR-3B treatment.

Explainable reasoning

trail: Documents the basis
for every classification deci-
sion, giving tax and audit
teams a transparent, defen-
sible record.

Policy control retained:
Rule-based logic ensures
alignment with GST law and
organizational policy, while
enterprises retain full con-
trol over policy overrides
and risk thresholds.

DRIVING THE NEXT
PHASE OF TAX TRANS-
FORMATION

The launch reflects
Cygnet.One's positioning as
an Alfirst compliance
provider. Manual review
effort is  significantly
reduced, ITC decisions
become consistent across
entities and periods, and
GSTR-3B disclosures are
driven by  structured,
invoice-level data rather
than spreadsheets. Most
importantly, audit readi-
ness is built into the process
by design rather than
addressed retrospectively.
Through this solution,
Cygnet.One is enabling
enterprises to move from
judgment-driven GST opera-
tions to intelligent, scalable,
and governance-ready tax
processes.
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Chinese officials say rescue operations reach 'critical stage' after deadly flash floods in Nepal

PREZ DONALD TRUMP SIGNS

US President Donald (C$28bn) worth of Canadian er". The executive order

Lake Ontario to Lake
America. The move comes
after trade talks between

with the Geographic Names
Information Service - the

Trump said the renaming of
the lake, which straddles

ORDER TO RENAME LAKE
ONTARIO AS LAKE AMERICA

trade relations, their for-

women and men also know
that things must be called

the US and Canada col-
lapsed last week, and
the US imposed
new 50% tar-
iffs on
$20bn

both countries, was effec-
tive immediately. He has
broad discretion over how
the US recognises land-
marks but other countries
do not have to follow.
Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney said in
response that "things must
be called by their name, and
this lake is called Lake
Ontario - today and forev-

official repository of domes-
tic geographic names in the
US. Carney noted that the
name Lake Ontario could be
traced back more than 400
years, adding that it preced-
ed the formation of the
Canadian Confederation
and the US Declaration of
Independence. "We know
that the United States is
changing," he said. "Their

by their name, and this lake
is called Lake Ontario -
today and forever." There is
no universally recognised
international body setting
the names of international
waters. When Trump took
to the White House in 2025,
he signed a similar order
that changed the Gulf of
Mexico to the Gulf of
America.

® info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

King Haakon VIII takes the throne in
Norway following death of Harald V

Flocks of mourners have
gathered outside the Royal
Palace in Oslo, where the
piles of bouquets and
Norwegian flags are grow-
ing. Multiple politicians
have been seen there,
including foreign minister
Espen Barth Eide and
finance minister Jens
Stoltenberg of the Labour
Party, as well as leader of
the Conservative Party Ine
Marie Eriksen Sereide.
With King Haakon VIII now
the head of state, his daugh-
ter Ingrid Alexandra, 22,
now becomes the crown
princess and heir to the
Norwegian throne. It's only
in recent decades - since the
constitution changed in
1990 - that women have been
given the right to inherit the
Norwegian throne. It means
that Ingrid Alexandra could
be Norway's first female
monarch since the 15th
Century. Born and raised in
Oslo, the princess complet-
ed her military service in
2025, having spent 15
months as an engineer sol-
dier and rifleman. In May
2025, it was announced that
she was to move to
Australia to study interna-
tional relations and politi-

previously been given as
her key interests on the
royal family's website

although the biographies
are currently unavailable
while the site is updated.
The Union flag is flying at
half-mast over Buckingham
Palace, in tribute to King
Harald V. The flag place-
ment is a symbol of mourn-
ing and respect in many
countries, including in the

late monarch Queen
Elizabeth II. King Harald's
coffin will be moved from
hospital to the Royal Palace
in Oslo this evening, the
Norwegian Royal Family
has confirmed. His son King
Haakon, the new Queen
Mette-Marit, Crown
Princess Ingrid Alexandra,
Harald's wife Queen Sonja,
Prince Sverre Magnus, and
Princess Mértha Louise will

. o . . . . . cal economy at the :
Trump has signed an goods. "Canada will 1mp1e'—v gives the US Department of eign policy, their natlon'f]l University of Sydney. UK. Harald has ties to the —accompany the coffin.
executive order seeking ment dol}ar for dollar" the Interior 30 days to monuments, . thplr Environmental protection British Royal Family, and A procession will leave the
to change the name of counter-tariffs next month. update the name change hydronyms. Canadian and climate change have Wwas the second cousin of the chapel at

Rikshospitalet at 18:30
local time (17:30 BST) and
will work its way towards
the palace. Norwegian
Prime Minister Jonas
Gahr Stoere has joined the
crowd of mourners gath-
ered outside the Royal
Palace in Oslo. Stoere, who
has led the country since
2021, added his own bou-
quet to the growing num-
ber of tributes.

WORLD'S YOUNGEST
REIGNING TRADITIONAL

A traditional Ugandan ruler
named as the world's
youngest monarch has died
aged 34, his prime minster
announced. Oyo Nyimba
Kabamba Iguru Rukidi IV
became king of Tooro in
western Uganda at just
three years old in 1995 after
the death of his father. The
Toroo kingdom did not dis-
close the cause of King Oyo's
death, but a Ugandan gov-
ernment minister was quot-
ed in local media saying
that he had been critically
ill and was seeking treat-
ment in the US. Though
Uganda is governed by an
elected president and parlia-
ment, it has several tradi-
tional kingdoms which con-
tinue to have significant

MONARCH DIES AGED 34
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cultural influence despite
not having political power.
Oyo, who Guinness World
Records listed as the world's
youngest reigning
monarch, ruled over more
than two million people. He
was the 13th monarch of a
kingdom that was founded
in the early 19th Century.
Announcing his death,
Tooro's Prime Minister
Calvin Armstrong
Rwomiire AKiiki called his
passing on Thursday an
"immeasurable loss" to the
royal family and the people
of Tooro. "I call upon all
the people of Tooro to
remain united, calm and
prayerful during this pro-
foundly difficult time,"
AKiiki said on Friday.
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Tate brothers blast US jail conditions as

UK extradition fight
i¥F

Andrew and Tristan Tate
have told a Florida court
they should be released
from jail so they can fight
extradition to the UK on
charges of rape and traffick-
ing. Wearing tan jail uni-
forms, the brothers main-
tained they did not commit
the alleged crimes as they
hit out at conditions in US
custody. Government
lawyers argued that the two
were a flight risk and had
bragged about having multi-
ple passports, while defence
attorneys said the two social
media influencers' high pro-
file would make it almost
impossible for them to flee.
US  Magistrate  Judge
Lauren Louis will issue a
written ruling at a later date
on whether to grant bail to
the dual British-US citizens.
The two were arrested in
Miami on 19 July. During
Thursday's hearing, defence
lawyers said the pair had
complied with the terms of
their release while they bat-
tled the UK charges and
another case in Romania.
US authorities took the men
into custody last month

they seek bail in

after the UK's Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS)
unveiled dozens of new
charges against them. The
British authorities have
until 16 September to sub-
mit a full extradition
request. The brothers, who
arrived in court in shackles,
were questioned in turn by
their defence attorneys and
government lawyers as they
took the stand. Andrew
Tate, 39, declared he has
"never committed the
crimes I'm accused of".
Tristan Tate, 38, described
his detention conditions as
small and hot, with little
sunlight and exercise. "It's
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beginning to grate on me
because I can't partake in
helping with my defence,"
he told the court, according
to CBS News, the BBC's US
partner. "It's death by
scurvy," he said, adding that
he had lost 141b (6.3kg). The
British Embassy filed court
documents asking the judge
to keep the Tates in custody
as the UK pursues extradi-
tion. US government
lawyers  pushed back
against the brothers' claims
that they had exaggerated
their wealth to massage
their online personas. The
federal attorneys said the
Tates had access to

resources that could help
fund an escape and they had
bragged about having multi-
ple passports. But Andrew
Tate, a former professional
kickboxer, testified that to
support himself financially,
he "had to go back to the box-
ing ring against heavier,
younger opponents", accord-
ing to CBS News. "I've said
some stupid things, but
sometimes you have to
shake the internet to get
noticed," he testified about
his online statements,
according to CBS. "This is
the reality of the internet.
"I'm being treated like El
Chapo," he added, referring
to the Mexican drug Kking-
pin, "but I have a perfect
record in the court system".
Under questioning from his
attorney, Joseph McBride,
Andrew Tate denied he was
a human trafficker. The
defence also called Natasha
Sesay, from England, to tes-
tify in support of releasing
Andrew Tate. She described
a five-year romantic rela-
tionship, saying she had had
one child with him and was
expecting a second.

Dutch court sentences man to
life over Rwanda genocide

A court in the Netherlands
has sentenced a Dutch-
Rwandan man to life for
his involvement in the 1994
genocide in Rwanda. The
66-year-old, named only as
Eugene N, was accused,
among other things, of
throwing a hand grenade
into a crowd of Tutsis who
were seeking shelter in a
stadium. He was convicted
of war crimes and the
crime of genocide, having
acted with "genocidal
intent", the judge said.
Rwanda had sought his
extradition in 2014 but the
authorities in the
Netherlands then launched
their own investigation
into N, who had become a
Dutch citizen. In 100 days
in April 1994, an estimated
800,000 ethnic Tutsis and

politically moderate Hutus
people were Killed by Hutu
extremists. The court in
The Hague heard N held an
authoritative position in
the community at the time
of the massacre, oversee-
ing around 1,000 people in
Mbazi in southern
Rwanda. "The suspect was
a man who was held in
high regard and must have
been aware of his role and
the influence he had as a
local administrator," the
court explained, adding
that he "committed multi-
ple severe crimes". At a
football stadium, he
instructed Hutus not to let
any of the Tutsis escape.
Trapped inside, they were
pelted with stones, shot at
and had hand grenades
thrown at them.

OPTIMUS PRIME AND EEYORE VOICE

Damage being assessed after 'significant' Killarney flash floods

ACTOR PETER

Actor Peter Cullen, who
voiced popular characters
including Optimus Prime in
Transformers and Eeyore in
Disney's Winnie the Pooh
franchise, has died at the age
of 85. The Canadian actor
began his most famous role -
as the heroic deep-voiced
Optimus Prime - for the
Transformers TV series in
1984, then returned for seven
Hollywood films from 2007 to
2023 and other spin-offs. He
voiced depressive donkey
Eeyore in TV animation The
New Adventures of Winnie
the Pooh from the late 1980s as
well as numerous related
shows, films and games. His
other memorable voice parts
included KARR, the evil coun-
terpart to KITT in TV show
Knight Rider; the clicking
vocalisations of The Predator
in Arnold Schwarzenegger's

1987 film; and the roars of
King Kong in 1976. He died on
Wednesday at his home in
Los Angeles, a statement said.
"Peter Cullen passed away
peacefully, surrounded by his
loving family - and held in the
hearts of his many friends
and countless fans worldwide.
"His family asks that you hon-
our his remarkable legacy by

serving your communities
and leading others with com-
Ppassion, integrity, and loyalty
and always remember 'be
strong enough to be gentle'"
Cullen started his career on
Canadian TV and radio and
was then a regular on pro-
grammes like The Sonny &
Cher Show before deciding to
concentrate on voice acting.

CULLEN DIES

Brother's advice His Optimus
Prime voice was inspired by
his older brother, a decorated
US Marine and Vietham War
veteran, who suggested he
should play the character as
"a real hero, dont be a
Hollywood hero". "He said,
Don't go yelling and scream-
ing. He's strong enough to be
gentle.' "And that resonated
with me, and I could hear his
voice all the way to the audi-
tion. When he drops down,
when he gets serious, is
where 1 found Optimus
Prime." Cullen gave his
brother a cut of the wages he
received for playing
Optimus Prime until his
death. The actor's perform-
ance as the character earned
him a Daytime Emmy nomi-
nation for outstanding per-
former in an animated pro-
gramme in 2011.
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DRESSING ROOM IN TENTS,
WASHROOM 500M FAR: BCCI SLAMS
ASIAN GAMES CONDITIONS: REPORT

The Asian Games will start
from September 19 onwards
in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan.
The men's cricket tourna-
ment is scheduled from
September 24 to October 3,
while the women's tourna-
ment is scheduled from
September 17 to 22. A source
from BCCI told ANI that the
board and ACC are not sat-
isfied with the facilities and
arrangements for crick-
eters in Japan, and an
observer from BCCI could
be sent there. The source
told ANI, "BCCI and ACC
are not happy with the facil-
ities and arrangements in
Japan, and the board will
send an observer there. The
observer will submit its
report to us. We told Japan
Olympics officials during
the ACC in a meeting that
the dressing rooms were set
up in tents and washrooms
were just 500 m away from
those tents, which has cre-
ated an unsatisfying situa-
tion for the players. Also,
the hotel rooms are really

small, and it is a big con-
cern." Team India secured a
gold medal in the previous
edition at Hangzhou, China,
back in 2023, adjudged win-
ners on the basis of a higher
seeding over Afghanistan
after the final was washed
out. They have named a full-
strength line-up for the
competition, including
skipper Shreyas Iyer, the
left-handed batting quartet
of Abhishek Sharma,
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi,
Ishan Kishan and Tilak
Varma and star pacers
Jasprit Bumrah and
Arshdeep Singh. India

men's T20I squad for Asian
Games Shreyas Iyer (capt),
Sanju Samson  (WKk),
Abhishek Sharma, Ishan
Kishan (wk), Shivam Dube,
Tilak Varma (vice-capt),

Axar Patel, Washington
Sundar, Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Varun
Chakravarthy, Ravi
Bishnoi, Harshit Rana,
Arshdeep Singh, Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi, Jasprit
Bumrah. The Indian

women's squad is led by
Harmanpreet Kaur and fea-
tures several big names
who are regulars at the sen-
ior level.
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China's World Humanoid Robot Games Offer A
Gllmpse Into The Future Of Robotics

In 1997, when a computer defeated the
reigning chess world champion for
the first time in history, many won-
dered how long it would take for
machines to be able to match, or even
surpass, humans in competitive
sports that involve a high level of
physical exertion. Watching the 2nd
World Humanoid Robot Games held
in Beijing from August 22 to 26, one
couldn't help but return to that
thought. The annual event brought
together 666 teams from 16 countries
across six continents, with over 2,000
robots in action. Over the course of
the five days, quite a few humanoid
robots ran faster than Usain Bolt's
100m and Wayde van Niekerk's 400m
world record times, with a few jump-
ing higher than Javier Sotomayor's
world record jump of 2.45 metres.
These came just months after a
humanoid robot beat the human half-
marathon world record in Beijing in
April. The significance of these feats
couldn't be overstated. That robots
can already outrun humans when the
robotics sector is still at the beginning
of an unprecedented boom makes one
wonder what possibilities lie a few

level of athleticism or finesse. There
were a few erratic ones who malfunc-
tioned or collapsed in the middle of
their performances. Yet, the rate of
improvement from the first edition of
the Robot Games in 2025 was quite
stunning. In football, for instance, the
robots, albeit still much slower than
their human counterparts, showcase
improved shooting and passing abili-

case the advances in capabilities of
robots. From a practical viewpoint, it
did a good job highlighting the
progress robots have achieved in sup-
porting humans in everyday life. The
Robot Games featured multiple com-
petitions centred on real-life scenar-
ios. Beyond the headlines about
robots outrunning humans, these sce-
nario-based events offered a realistic

mundane chores like packing, gar-
dening and electric vehicle charging
to more serious activities like retail
services and industrial assembling.
There was also a fire rescue competi-
tion that highlighted how robots
could be used in emergency response
roles that involve high risks for
humans. Strolling around the venue
of the Robot Games, the National
Speed Skating Oval, yours truly had
the chance to explore some of the lat-
est offerings in booths set up by some
of China's well-known robotics firms.
At a robot-run Kkitchen, one robot
sliced through cucumbers while
another baked nuggets. They were
slow but steady and precise. At anoth-
er outlet, a robot served orange juice
within a couple of minutes, and at yet
another one, a robot seamlessly per-
formed the role of a shopkeeper. At
one stall, a semi-autonomous wheel-
chair wowed visitors with its ability
to slowly, but steadily, help occupants
down a flight of stairs without outside
support. There were exoskeletens,
brain-computer interface wearables
and many other products that high-
lighted how robotics is gradually

years down the road. Not all robots,
needless to say, displayed the same

ties compared to last year. The under-
lying aim of the event was to show-

preview of where robotics is headed.
These competitions ranged from

entering the medical field, particular-
ly in eldercare.

ASHISH SHELAR ELECTED PRESIDENT OF
E- SPORTS GAMES FEDERATION

Ashish Shelar, Minister of
Electronics, IT, AI and
Cultural affairs in the
Government of Maharashtra
and Board member Asian
Cricket Council, will head
the E Sports Games
Federation (ESGF). Shelar
was elected president at the
ESGF Board Meeting of
ESGF held in New Delhi on
August 28, 2026. His name
was proposed by ESGF
Founder and Acting
President Adv. Nandan Jha
and Honorary Chairperson
Ashok Dhyanchand. The
proposal was seconded by
ESGF Secretary General
Gursharan Singh. The pro-
posal received unanimous
support from all the mem-
bers and State
Representatives present at
the meeting. The meeting
also discussed important
measures for the growth of

the Esports ecosystem in
India, ESGF's upcoming ini-
tiatives and giving a new
direction to the development
of esports in India. After
being elected as President,
Adv. Ashish Shelar
expressed his gratitude to the

Board members and State
Representatives of the
Federation. He said the posi-
tion was not merely a respon-
sibility but an opportunity to
give a new direction to the
growth of esports in India.
“Esports is developing rapid-

ly in India and our youth pos-
sess immense talent. Around
600 million people in our
country are engaged with
esports. Next month, in
September, the Indian
esports team will travel to
Japan to participate in the

Asian Games. Our endeav-
our will be to provide players
with better platforms, train-
ing, competitions and oppor-
tunities for growth,” he said.
Congratulating Ashish
Shelar on his election, ESGF
Founder and Acting
President Adv. Nandan Jha
said, “Under your guidance,
India will see the new era of
esports. We will work togeth-
er with players, organisers,
coaches and other stakehold-
ers to build a strong esports
ecosystem in India. Not only
nationally but with your
vision and support the
Indian esports will lead the
global charge as well.” On
the occasion, Ashok
Dhyanchand congratulated
Ashish Shelar and said,
“Your association with the
emerging esports sector in
India reflects your commit-
ment to the world of sports.

Pakistan Refused To Take Field In 2nd Test
Over Imran Khan's Sons' Interview: Report

A Dbizarre report has
emerged from England,
where the hosts are engaged
in a Test series with
Pakistan. On Day 1 of the
second Test at Lord's, the
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) reportedly asked the
hosts' broadcaster Sky
Sports not to air the inter-
view with former captain
Imran Khan's sons during
the lunch break. Pakistan
reportedly threatened a
walkout too if their
demands were not met.
However, Sky Sports went
ahead with the scheduled
broadcast and aired the
interview. A fuming PCB
reportedly asked its players
to not take the field, prompt-
ing the England board to
intervene. The 18-minute
interview was done by for-
mer England cricketer
Michael Atherton -- one of
the 21 captains to sign the
letter to Pakistan Prime

Minister - over the worsen-
ing health of Imran Khan,
who has been behind bars
since August 2023. Multiple
media outlets, including
Cricinfo and The Guardian,
claimed that the PCB wasn't
happy to see Imran Khan's
sons being in the spotlight
during the Test. The board
even said that Babar Azam's
men wouldn't take the field
if the interview was shown
on TV. Sky Sports continued
with the broadcast despite
the threats. But Pakistan

still took the field in the post-
lunch session, thanks to
ECB's timely intervention.
A total of two letters have
been sent by cricket cap-
tains all across the world to
the Pakistan Prime Minister
over Imran Khan's situation
in jail. The first of these let-
ters was drafted in February
but it failed to trigger the
desired change. The second
was sent earlier this week,
when Imran was returned to
the Adiala jail after a brief
medical check-up.

'Hope They Educate Themselves": Anaya

A naya Bangar's inclu-
sion in the communi-

ty shield, which is
quite literally an entry
level competition Down
Under, has evoked reac-
tions on both ends of the
spectrum. There has been
empathy but criticism too
like South Africa great

Marizanne Kapp's com-
ment on Friday calling
Anaya's push for Women's

Big Bash League
"absolutely ridiculous".
Anaya is hoping to play
WBBL in March next year
provided her testosterone
levels remain within pre-
scribed limits. She is also
yet to sign up for a local
club team. "T think people
who want to raise their
voice against it should
actually educate them-
selves on this topic.

Bangar Replies To Critics Of WBBL Push

R ASHWIN TEARS INTO RISHABH PANT:

"DON'T GIVE ME ONCE IN A
GENERATION ARGUMENT"

Rishabh Pant, backed by the
Indian team management for
the wicket-keeper's role for
the 2-match Test assignment
against Sri Lanka, ended the
assignment with 168 runs,
including two half-centuries.
While statistically, one would
say that Pant had a promising
outing, former India spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin isn't
happy with what he has deliv-
ered. In a video on his
YouTube channel, Ashwin
dropped some critical com-
ments on Pant's performances
in the Sri Lanka tour, saying
his expectations haven't been
fulfilled yet. "My expectation
from Rishabh Pant hasn't
been fulfilled till now. I am
very sorry. Sonal Dinusha
had his strike rate up there.
But the difference is high-risk
options. When you have the
game in your hand, these are
all statements: 'That's how

Rishabh plays.' It is about
what your team needs,"
Ashwin said in a video on
'Ash Ki Baat'. When it comes
to Pant's Test career, his con-
tributions on the tour of
Australia during the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy 2020-21.
While not taking away any-
thing from Pant, Ashwin said
that the knocks from Shardul
Thakur and Washington
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Garry Kasparov Reacts As R
Praggnanandhaa Scripts History
With Grand Chess Tour Triumph

Sundar were also quite impor-
tant in India's wins. But, the
nature of backing Pant has
received from the team man-
agement despite consistently
inconsistent show, Dbaffles
Ashwin. "Rishabh played a
class knock in Sydney and
Brisbane, but you couldn't
have won that match without

Washington Sundar
Shardul Thakur.

and

Gael Monfils And Elina Svitolina, Only Married Couple In
US Open Mixed Doubles Draw, On The Spec1al Moment

The 2026 edition of the most
electric Grand Slam, the US
Open, has been a starry
affair even before the start of
the main draw, but Gael
Monfils and Elina Svitolina,
the only married couple in
the mixed-doubles draw,
have drawn the spotlight
towards them, making it into
a memorable family affair.
What began as a wild-card
entry into the draw, with the
couple teaming up in mixed
doubles for the first time,
turned into a memorable run
at the US Open 2026 before
ending in the semi-finals,
made all the more special by
the fact that it came in

Monfils' final year of profes-
sional tennis. Svitolina cred-
ited the couple's understand-
ing and support for helping
them come through the con-
test against the World No.1
doubles players, Henry
Patten and Katerina
Siniakova, in their quarter-
final victory. "We had lots of
nice moments, and I think
we understand each other
and what were going
through during this moment
after the win. So, yeah, it's
amazing to have my hus-
band next to me and support-
ing me. I think this is what
got us through." With
Monfils in the final year of

his professional career,
Svitolina knows their run is
about more than results. "It
would be the most special
year for Gael, as the last one,
and of course, playing
together. It's amazing, and
yeah, just looking forward to
more memories," she said.
For Monfils, however, the
significance runs even deep-
er. The 39-year-old sees their
unexpected US Open adven-
ture as a memory their
daughter will cherish long
after his playing days are
over. "It's a great honour, to
be honest, in the last year,
playing together for the first
and last time.

chess
Kasparov

Russian
Garry

Indian grandmaster Vidit
Gujrathi congratulated R
Praggnanandhaa after his
Grand Chess Tour (GCT)

legend
and

title win. R
Praggnanandhaa staged a
stunning comeback
against GM  Fabiano
Caruana to win the final
match and claim his maid-
en Grand Chess Tour
Finals title, along with the
$200,000 first prize on
Thursday (local time) in
St. Louis. With this win,
Praggnanandhaa scripted
history, becoming the first
Indian to win the Grand
Chess Tour, as per
Chess.com. Following the
win, Kasparov, a former
world champion and world
number one, congratulated
the Indian grandmaster,
posting clapping emojis on

his X handle to a post
announcing him as the
winner. Vidit also posted
on X, saying that he "could
sense Pragg changing his
style over the past two
years." "Incredible
achievement!  Amazing
performance for the last
couple of months. But the
seeds were sown much ear-
lier, I could sense Pragg
changing his style over the
past 2 years. Initially it
wasn't easy, but now we
can see the results!," post-
ed Vidit. He beat USA's
Fabiano Caruana in the
title clash 15-13, despite
trailing 3-9 by the end of
two classical games. In the
first rapid game, the
Indian won 0-4 and then
followed it with a win in
the second rapid game as
well by 4-0, making it 11-9
in his favour.




& www.thesouthindiatimes.com

MEGASTAR CHIRANJEEVI PAYS
TRIBUTE TO THE LATE ACTOR AND
PRODUCER G.V. NARAYANA RAO

egastar
Chiranjeevi paid
his last respects to
the late actor and produc-
er G.V. Narayana Rao.
Chiranjeevi, who attend-
ed the funeral held at
Jubilee Hills
Mahaprasthanam,
recalled his connection
and fond memories with
Narayana Rao.
On this occasion,
Megastar Chiranjeevi
said.. Our acquaintance
dates back to the days of
the Film Institute. He was
already a senior in the
institute. When we were
training, he would come
and share his experi-

ences. That's how we
became close. When we
grew up in the industry,
when I got a star image,
he asked, "I want to
become a producer. Do
you want to make films?"
That's how he produced
two films. He also gave
me opportunities as an
actor in my films. That's
how our relationship con-
tinued.

Coincidentally, about ten
days ago, he said, "I have
made a film. Inspired by
Manchu Palki, I have
made a film about five
boys... what they will be
like when they grow up.
The trailer should be

launched. It would be
good for everyone if you
cooperate." I said I would
definitely do it. At that
moment, he asked me to
come and take a photo
together. Maybe that was
his last film. We talked for
a long time at that time. I
told him to take care of
his health. At that
moment, I told him all the
best. But I didn't think
that that would be a per-
manent goodbye. May
Narayana Rao's soul rest
in peace wherever he is,
his family members are
also my family members.
I express my deepest con-
dolences to them.
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Dil Raju Attends Sri
Pattabhiramachandra Swamy Temple
Consecration Cerem
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Popular Telugu film producer Dil Raju,
along with his wife, attended the grand con-
secration ceremony of Sri
Pattabhiramachandra Swamy Temple at
J.S.R. Nagar in Porumamilla Mandal, YSR
Kadapa District, as the chief guest.

In the presence of temple committee mem-
bers, village elders, temple donor Sri
Ramulu, and actor Vamsi Krishna, Dil Raju
received a warm and grand welcome. He
later visited the temple and participated in
the special abhishekam and puja rituals. A
media interaction was also held on the occa-
sion. Speaking to the media, producer Dil
Raju said that he had come with his family
at the invitation of temple committee chair-
man Sri Ramulu on the occasion of the idol
consecration ceremony in Porumamilla. He
said that Lord Venkateswara is their fami-
ly’s revered deity and explained that Lord
Venkateswara is Lord Vishnu, and Lord
Vishnu is none other than Lord Sri Rama.
Dil Raju said he was extremely happy to be
part of such a spiritually significant occa-
sion. He also recalled that around 20 years
ago, he had conducted business in areas
including Proddatur, Kadapa and
Porumamilla.

He appreciated the Sri Ramulu family for
constructing the temple and said that while
the family had taken the responsibility of
building the temple, it was now the respon-
sibility of the villagers to carry forward the

ony as Chief Guest

- B
.

service and devotion towards Lord Rama.
He expressed his heartfelt gratitude to the
Sri Ramulu family for undertaking such a
great and noble initiative.

ACTOR VAMSI KRISHNA

Actor Vamsi Krishna expressed his special
gratitude to Dil Raju for travelling from
Hyderabad to Porumamilla immediately
upon receiving the invitation.

He said that constructing a temple in one’s
native village is a great blessing and wished
that the villagers would continue to extend
their support and encouragement for such
noble initiatives. He urged everyone to fol-
low the path of devotion, live with love and
affection towards others, and thanked
everyone who contributed to the temple
consecration ceremony.

TEMPLE DONOR SRI RAMULU

Temple donor Sri Ramulu described Dil
Raju as a “kind-hearted and generous per-
son” and expressed his special gratitude for
attending the temple consecration despite
his busy schedule and other commitments,
including a planned trip to the United
States. He also conveyed his heartfelt
thanks to Chennakrishna, Ramachandra
and others who guided and supported him
throughout this noble initiative.

Recalling Dil Raju’s words, Sri Ramulu said
that constructing the temple alone is not

VIJAYAWADA
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 2026

8

& info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

AYEZA KHAN SUB-
TLY SHUTS DOWN

Pakistani actress Ayeza
Khan has revealed the
secret behind her picture-
perfect solo photographs,
and her husband Danish
Taimoor deserves some of
the credit. Sharing a stun-
ning new picture on
Instagram,

Ayeza told her followers
that Danish had stepped
behind the camera while
their children remained
close by. “Living my best
life, Alhamdulillah. Danish
took the picture and kids
are behind the camera, so
don’t ask ‘where is Danish
bhai and kids!”” she wrote.
Ayeza’s post came as specu-
lation about trouble in her
marriage to Danish
Taimoor continued to cir-

DIVORCE RUMOURS

culate online. By sharing a
family update that included
Danish, she appeared to
clarify that the couple are
still together. Her playful
clarification also offered
fans a glimpse into how the
family spends time together
while keeping the children
away from the spotlight.
Ayeza and Danish, who tied
the knot in 2014, are among
Pakistan’s most-loved
celebrity couples. They are
parents to two children,
daughter Hoorain and son
Rayan. Ayeza and Danish,
who tied the knot in 2014,
are among Pakistan’s most-
loved celebrity couples.
They are parents to two
children, daughter Hoorain
and son Rayan.

SOBHITA MIXES

NIZAMI GLAM WITH

GENZ EDGE

Sriwass, Mahankali Nagaraju, Madhavi Creations’ Phoenix
Raja: First Poster And 2D Motion Teaser Unveiled,
Promising A Gripping Battle Of Truth, Power And Politics

he prodigious and hard-hitting film-

maker Sriwass has announced his

next big and ambitious project.
Produced by Mahankali Nagaraju under
Madhavi Creations and co-produced by
Arigapudi Sumit Kumar, Shailesh
Bhambure and Shyam Bodapati, the film
is titled Phoenix Raja. The film’s first
poster along with a powerful two-minute
2D motion teaser, were unveiled at
Novotel Hotel, Juhu, Mumbai. The promo-
tional material, which brings to the fore a
gripping battle involving truth, power and
politics, was presented in a refreshingly
unique manner- probably for the first time
in Indian film history- as the media repre-
sentatives present at the event unveiled it
themselves, as wished by the makers.

To be made in different languages, includ-
ing English, and mounted on a grand scale
across various shooting locations in India
and abroad, the multilingual movie
Phoenix Raja, as director Sriwass, already
an acclaimed name in Telugu cinema,
says, “will strive to set a benchmark in sto-
rytelling by presenting real incidents in a
lucid yet impactful manner.”

At the heart of Phoenix Raja is an honest
businessman who chooses to build his life
through hard work, principles and integri-
ty rather than political connections or
influence. When powerful forces turn
against him, his personal struggle trans-
forms into a larger fight for truth, dignity
and the future of the next generation. One
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of the film’s significant themes is the grow-
ing influence of the drug mafia on Gen Z,
raising a disturbing yet relevant question:
“If the future of Gen Z can be controlled,
who controls tomorrow?”

While the film is being mounted on a lav-
ish scale and planned to be shot across
India and abroad, it presents a world dom-
inated by power and manipulation, along-
side a strong counterforce in the form of an
honest officer, a powerful judiciary and
individuals who refuse to remain silent in
the face of injustice. They do not stand
behind one individual. They stand behind
the truth.

alman Khan and his

family are known for

celebrating festivals
with the same warmth and
enthusiasm every year. On
Raksha Bandhan, the actor
was spotted at his sister
Alvira Khan'’s residence as
the family came together
for the festive celebrations.
Sporting a tilak on his fore-
head, Salman stepped out of
Alvira’s house in his signa-
ture swag. The actor kept
his look casual in a T-shirt
paired with a hat as he
made his way out of the res-
idence. Salman Khan also
happily posed for the
paparazzi and showed off
his hand covered with
rakhis, giving fans a
glimpse of his Raksha
Bandhan celebrations. His
cheerful appearance quick-
ly caught the attention of
those waiting outside. The
actor’s festive appearance
comes at a busy time pro-
fessionally. Salman is gear-
ing up to return as the host
of Bigg Boss 20.

Salman Khan celebrates Raksha
Bandhan, sports a tilak

ONAM BEAUTIES
IN TRADITIONAL
SAREE LOOKS

O nam celebrations
have brought a festive
glow to social media,

with several actresses shar-
ing stunning pictures in
beautiful sarees. Dressed in
traditional Kerala style, the
actresses looked elegant and
graceful in their festive out-
fits. From classic white and
golden sarees to colourful
traditional looks, their
Onam pictures are winning
hearts online. Here are
some of the beautiful Onam
saree looks shared by
actresses. Onam, the
vibrant and culturally rich
festival of Kerala, is a time
of joy, unity, and celebra-
tion. One of the most antici-

pated aspects of this festival
is the traditional attire,
especially the elegant Onam
sarees worn by women.
While the classic white and
gold Kasavu saree contin-
ues to be a cherished choice,
modern fashion trends have
paved the way for creative
twists on this timeless
drape. If you are looking for
some modern Onam saree
styles that blend tradition
with contemporary flair
then you are at the right
place! The Loom is going to
reflect on the evolving
tastes and preferences of
today’s fashion-conscious
women with the traditional
celebration of Onam.

he second single from
Dulquer  Salmaan-

starrer big-budget fan-
tasy thriller I'm Game, titled
‘Loser’, has been released.
Composed by Jakes Bejoy,
the song has been sung by
Dulquer Salmaan himself in
Malayalam, with lyrics
penned by Suhail Koya. K.
Balasarangan and Jakes
Bejoy have also contributed
vocals to the Malayalam ver-
sion. The song has been
released in Malayalam,
Tamil, Telugu, Hindi and
Kannada, with Benny Dayal
lending his voice to the
Tamil and Telugu versions,

Dulquer Salmaan Sings
‘Loser’ Song for I’'m
Game; Film Releases
Worldwide on September 3

which feature lyrics by
Vignesh Ramakrishna and
Sanare, respectively. The
Hindi version has been sung
by Benny Dayal, with lyrics
by Numan Khoker, while
the Kannada version fea-
tures vocals by Sai Madhav
Rella, with lyrics by
Hrudaya Siva. The film is
slated for a mega worldwide
release on September 3,
2026. Produced by Dulquer
Salmaan and Jom Varghese
under the Wayfarer Films
banner, the screenplay has
been written by Sajeer
Baba, Ismail Abubaker and
Bilal Moidu.
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