+

L
=S\

VOL No. XVII | ISSUE No. 188 6%'&@3"\5

VIJAYAWADA | HYDERABAD | CHENNAI | BENGALURU | KOCHI

SCAN FOR
E-PAPER

OM NAMO
VENKATESAYA

02- 08-2026

Total pilgrims : 84,645
Tonsures : 29,700
Hundi kanukalu : 4.50 CR

5
¥
J

Laddu sale.. 3.95 Lac
Annaprasadams.2.28 Lac
Waiting Compartments..17

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam (with out

SSD Tokens).12-15 H.

CBI court sentences
ex-airport official to
three years jail

Kurnool, Aug 3 : The Special CBI Court
in Andhra Pradesh’s Kurnool on
Monday sentenced a former official of
Kadapa Airport to Rigorous
Imprisonment for three years with a
fine of Rs 50,000 in a nine-year-old brib-
ery case. The Special Court sentenced
Mukundagiri Rangachari Srinivasan,
the then Assistant General Manager
(Air Traffic Management) and
Officiating Airport Director, Kadapa
Airport, for demanding a bribe of Rs
50,000 from a contractor, said a CBI
statement. The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) registered the
instant case on July 24, 2015 against the
accused. It was alleged that the
accused abused his official position as
a public servant and demanded a bribe
of Rs 50,000 from the complainant for
processing the pending bills at an early
date and for not initiating the process
of blacklisting the complainant's firm.
The CBI laid a trap and caught the
accused red-handed while accepting Rs
25,000, as the first instalment of the
demanded bribe.

Revanth Congratulates
NIMS for 1,000 Robotic
Surgeries Milestone

Hyderabad, TSIT BUREAU: Telangana
Chief Minister A.Revanth Reddy has
congratulated the medical team at
Nizam's Institute of Medical Sciences
(NIMS) for successfully completing
1,000 rohotic surgeries within just two
and a half years, describing the
achievement as a significant milestone
inthe state's public healthcare system.
During a meeting with NIMS Director

i s Dr. Rahul Devaraj,
the Chief Minister
lauded the dedi-
cation of the doc-

~ tors, nursing
‘ 4 staff, and opera-

- = tion theatre team
for their outstanding contribution to
advanced medical care.Revanth Reddy
said the achievement reflects the State
Government's commitment to making
world-class healthcare services acces-
sible to the common people through
government hospitals. He appreciated
the NIMS management for ensuring
that more than 90 per cent of the robot-
ic surgeries were performed free of
cost under the Aarogyasri Scheme and
the Chief Minister's Relief Fund (CMRF).
Chief Minister also noted that NIMS
had recently crossed the landmark of
2,000 kidney transplant surgeries,
and said the institution has now cre-
ated another record with 1,000
robotic surgeries.

Eight militants held in
Manipur, arms cache
recovered

Imphal, Aug 3: Eight militants, including
two women cadres, belonging to differ-
ent banned insurgent outfits were arrest-
ed and arms, ammunition and other
incriminating materials recovered during
separate joint security operations across
Manipur, officials said on Monday. A
senior police official said the arrests
were made from Imphal West, Imphal
East and Bishnupur districts during coor-
dinated operations by the Manipur Police
and other security agencies. The arrested
militants are allegedly linked to the pro-
scribed Kangleipak Communist Party
(KCP) and the People's Liberation Army
(PLA) along with its political wing, the
Revolutionary People's Front (RPF).
According to officials, the cadres were
involved in various unlawful activities,
including kidnapping and collection of
"subscriptions", a term used by insur-
gent groups for extortion.

TR threatens protest at
Rahul’s residence over
‘unfulfilled’ promises
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BIHAR'S BANKIPUR FALLS:

Prashant Kishor scores landmark Bypoll yyater Scarcity, Transport

® Jan Suraaj Party founder Kishor defeats his nearest BJP rival Neeraj Kumar by a margin of 19,324 votes

Patna (TSIT)

Jan Suraaj Party founder
Prashant Kishor made a
historic electoral debut on
Monday, winning the
bypoll for Bihar’s presti-
gious Bankipur Assembly
constituency, in a big blow
to the BJP which had held
the seat since 1995.

The defeat, coming days
after the massive Gen Z
protests across the coun-
try, was even more sting-
ing because the seat was
last held by BJP president
Nitin Nabin, whose eleva-
tion necessitated the
bypoll on August 30.
Kishor, who got 64,151
votes, defeated BJP’s
Neeraj Kumar by 19,324
votes. Kumar garnered
44,827 votes. Rekha Gupta
of RJD was a distant third
with 14,273 votes.

A little less than 3.8 lakh

RS

voters, including 2 lakh
men and 1.79 lakh women,
were eligible to vote in the
polls. The bypoll recorded
a voter turnout of 34.30 per
cent, down by more than
seven per cent from the
41.45 per cent registered in
the last assembly -elec-
tions, held just nine
months ago.

“The victory is a wake-
up call for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who must

Rijiju slams Opposition over
Parliament ruckus, says bills
passed without debate

New Delhi (TSIT):

Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju on Monday criti-
cised the Opposition for
disrupting Parliament pro-
ceedings, alleging that
members refused to partic-
ipate in debates on key
bills and instead created
chaos in both Houses.
Speaking outside
Parliament, Rijiju said two
important bills were
passed on Monday, but
Opposition members did
not take part in the discus-
sions despite repeated
appeals from the govern-
ment. “Today, two bills
were passed in Parliament.
I am saddened that while
members supporting the
government spoke on these
bills, the Opposition did
not say anything and only
created a ruckus,” he said.
Rijiju claimed that the
government had repeated-
ly urged Opposition MPs to

join the debate, but they
chose not to participate.
“The saddest part is that
there is no one left in the
Congress who can make its
MPs understand the
importance of participat-
ing in parliamentary pro-
ceedings,” he said.

The Minister said he had
personally appealed to
senior Congress leaders,
including party president
Mallikarjun Kharge, to
encourage MPs to take part
in discussions.

“Irequested Mallikarjun
Kharge to explain this to
Congress MPs, but there is
no one in their party who
can make them under-
stand,” Rijiju said.

install a new Chief
Minister in place of Samrat
Choudhary, a man with
criminal antecedents,”
said Kishor, for whom it
was a satisfying reversal of
fortunes. In the Assembly
elections, his party had
failed to win any seats.
Kishor had decided not to
contest then.

The 49-year-old Jan
Suraaj founder had
entered the fray, announc-

ing that he saw the byelec-
tion as a “referendum” on
the BJP-led government in
the state.

Kishor, whose victory
may help resurrect his
fledgling outfit, also said,
“On this occasion, besides
thanking the common citi-
zens, I would like to thank
those who helped Jan
Suraaj despite not being in
the party.” BJP had hur-
riedly fielded Kumar after
its candidate Abhishek
“Bunty” pulled out at the
eleventh hour, citing “fam-
ily reasons”.

The bypoll to the
Assembly seat was neces-
sitated by the resignation
of BJP national president
Nitin Nabin, whose late
father, Navin Chandra
Sinha, began the party’s
winning streak in 1995,
when the seat was known
as “Patna seat”.

STYLISH

Chandrababu Reviews

Reforms

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu on Monday
directed officials to closely mon-
itor the drinking water situa-
tion across the state in view of
the severe drought conditions
caused by the El Nifio phenom-
enon. He instructed depart-
ments to continuously assess
water availability in reservoirs
and other sources and ensure
uninterrupted drinking water
supply. Reviewing the perfor-
mance of various departments
at the RTGS Centre in the
Secretariat, the Chief Minister
was informed that rainfall in
the upper catchment areas
could improve water availabili-
ty in the Krishna basin, while
officials also briefed him on the
flood situation in the Godavari.
Chandrababu directed officials
to effectively utilise the inflows
into the Krishna basin and pre-
pare for a possible shortage of
cattle fodder due to the prevail-
ing drought conditions.

He also instructed munici-

Union Minister for Defence, Shri Rajnath Singh addressing the 85th Armed Forces
Headquarters (AFHQ) Civilian Services Day celebrations, in New Delhi....

Will show my scholarship letter if PM Modi
shows his degree: CJP founder Dipke

Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar (TSIT)

Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) founder Abhijeet
Dipke on Monday said he
is ready to show his schol-
arship and loan sanction
letters for his US education
if Prime Minister
Narendra Modi makes
his degree public. "I am

ready to disclose my
scholarship letter and
education loan letters.
Will PM Modi show his
degree,"” Dipke told

reporters in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar.

Dipke's remarks were
apparently in response to
demands by activists and
political opponents, who
have been seeking official
verification and public
inspection of university
registries to check
authenticity of Modi's
degrees.

SHE’S TIMELESSLY
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at RTGS

pal and rural authorities to
conduct regular drinking
water quality tests and make
laboratory reports public.
Officials were asked to
undertake field visits and
inspect Anganwadi centres
to ensure effective imple-
mentation of welfare mea-
sures. Reviewing reforms in
the Transport Department,
the Chief Minister stressed
the need to eliminate unnec-
essary regulations and
expand the use of technology
for transparent and citizen-
friendly services. Officials

Meeting
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informed him that measures
such as 24-hour deemed vehi-
cle registration, automated
driving test tracks, and the
removal of the Form-56B test
requirement would help
reduce corruption and sim-
plify  service delivery.
Chandrababu directed the
department to implement
the reforms in a phased man-
ner while removing avoid-
able procedural hurdles.
Chief Secretary K. Sai Prasad
and senior officials from var-
ious departments attended
the review meeting.

Job aspirants stage flash protest in
Hyderabad, demand 20,000 police jobs

Hyderabad (TSIT) :

Demanding that the
Telangana government fill
20,000 vacancies in the police
department, job aspirants on
Monday staged a flash pro-
test at Indira Park cross-
roads in Hyderabad.

Holding placards and rais-
ing slogans, the protesters,
including aspirants for
police constable and sub-
inspector posts, accused the
state government of reneg-
ing on its promise by issuing
notifications for only about
7,000 vacancies.

The protest, organised by
the Joint Action Committee
(JAC) of unemployed
youth, briefly disrupted
traffic as demonstrators
staged a road blockade by
sitting on the road. The pro-
testers claimed that around
10 lakh aspirants across
Telangana had been wait-
ing for several years for
recruitment notifications
for 20,000 police jobs and
expressed disappointment

over the recent recruit-

ment drive.They also
demanded notifications to
fill vacancies in other gov-
ernment departments,
including a mega DSC and
Group I, IT, IIT and IV posts.
Warning of an intensified
agitation, the youth threat-
ened to organise large-scale
protests in front of the state
Secretariat and other loca-
tions if their demands were
not met.

Karnataka: 19 ministers sworn into Shivakumar’s

Bengaluru (TSIT):

Nineteen legislators were
sworn in as Cabinet
Ministers in the Congress
government led by Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
at a ceremony held at the
Glass House in Lok Bhavan
on Monday, marking the
long-awaited expansion of
the State Cabinet.

Although Congress MLC
Gayathri Shanthegowda’s
name figured in the list of
ministers announced by the
party, she did not take the
oath. Congress insiders said
the party high command has
kept her berth vacant follow-
ing strong opposition and
rebellion over the Cabinet

reshuffle. The swearing-in
ceremony commenced with
the rendition of Vande
Mataram, followed by the
National Anthem. The State
Anthem was also rendered
before the oath-taking cere-
mony. The programme con-
cluded with the rendition of
Vande Mataram, followed
by the National Anthem and
the State Anthem.

Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot administered the
oath of office and secrecy to
the new ministers in the
presence of Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar, Deputy
Chief Minister G.
Parameshwara and other
dignitaries. Former Chief
Minister and Congress

Working Committee (CWC)
member  Siddaramaiah
remained absent.
Three-time MLA Ajay
Singh, son of former Chief
Minister late N. Dharam
Singh, took the oath in the
name of God. An MBBS
graduate, Ajay Singh rep-

the
Assembly constituency in
Kalaburagi district.Five-

resents Jewargi

time MLA H.C.
Balakrishna, a close associ-
ate of Chief Minister
Shivakumar, took oath in
the name of God. He repre-
sents the Magadi constitu-

ency in Ramanagara dis-
trict. Firsttime MLA K.S.
Basavanthappa, represent-
ing the reserved
Mayakonda constituency
in Davangere district, took
oath in the name of
Jagajyothi Basaveshwara.
He is the son-in-law of for-

mer minister H. Anjaneya.
Senior Congress leader
Basavaraja Rayareddi, a
six-term MLA and former
Member of Parliament,
was sworn in as a minister.
Representing the Yelburga
constituency in Koppal dis-
trict, he had earlier served
as Economic Adviser to for-
mer  Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah.

Former minister and
four-time MLA N.
Cheluvarayaswamy took
oath in the name of God
and his grandfather. The
Nagamangala MLA from
Mandya district was once a
close associate of Union
Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy  before

cabinet

leaving JD(S) to join the
Congress.Former Deputy
Chief Minister and four-
term MLA  Laxman
Sangappa Savadi took the
oath in the name of God.
The Athani MLA from
Belagavi district had quit
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and joined the
Congress ahead of the 2023
Assembly elections after
being denied a party ticket.
Former minister and two-
term MLA Madhu
Bangarappa, representing
the Sagar constituency in
Shivamogga district, took
the oath in the name of
God. He is the son of for-
mer Chief Minister late S.
Bangarappa.
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District collector honors organ donor families
on National Organ Donation Day

KTR threatens protest at Rahul’s
residence over ‘unfulfilled’ promises

Hvderabad. Aug 3 : Bharat

BRS seeks revival of Mancherial—-
Anthargaon bridge project.

families with shawls
and conveyed his spe-
cial gratitude, hailing
them as true embodi-
ments of humanity for
agreeing to donate
their loved ones' organs
during profound grief.

ernment has issued notifica-
tions for only 7,000 jobs.
“Congress deceived people
with its pre-election declara-
tions. Even the 'Job Calendar'
tabled in the legislature has
gone nowhere,” he said.He said

viding jobs and other prom-

/I that not even one out of 24 com- He instructed officials
ai@ 7 mitments under the Youth and to ensure eligible fami-
Student Declarations has been lies receive benefits of
fulfilled. KTR said a student government welfare
';j 3\ named Venu in Khammam has | Nalgonda (TSIT) - On the schemes and assured them
attempted suicide over the occasion of National Organ that the government stands | MANCHERIAL, Aug. 3, SITS : road from Lakshmi Talkies to Old
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) isesmadeintheyouthdecla- delay in issuing notification by | Donation Day, Nalgonda with them. BRS State leader Nadipelli Vijith  Mancherial via Andalamma Nagar
working president K.T. ration. Telangana State Public Service = District Collector Sri B. Lions Club International @ Kumar on Monday demanded the for political reasons.He said the
Rama Rao on Monday Addressing a press con-  Commission for Group 1-4 jobs | Chandrasekhar honored District 320E Governor K.V. revival the proposed foundation stone for the 13.50-

threatened to lay siege to
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi’s residence in Delhi
to demand that the Congress
government in Telangana
fulfil promises made to the
youth, including the prom-
ise of 21akh jobs. The former
minister slammed Rahul
Gandhi and Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy for not
fulfilling the promise of pro-

ference, he accused the
Congress government of
pushing the youth of
Telangana towards despair.
He recalled that Rahul
Gandhi had promised 2 lakh
jobs in the first year and
claimed that not even 10,000
jobs have been filled in two
years.He said when there
are 20,000 vacancies in the
police department, the gov-

and is fighting for his life,
demanding answers. He said
the youth, in a handwritten
note, demanded Rahul Gandhi,
CM Revanth Reddy and Deputy
Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka to introduce annu-
al job calendars like the Union
Public Service Commission.
“Where is Rahul Gandhi
while young people here are
resorting to suicide? The

families of nine organ donors
at a felicitation ceremony
organised by the Lions Club
of Nalgonda Charitable Trust
Club of
Nalgonda at the District

and the Lions

Collector's office.

The Collector began by
signing an organ donation
pledge, expressing his full
support for the cause. He
then honoured the donor

isers.

Prasad, Lions Club President
Ashok Erramada, and other
dignitaries participated. The
donor families
deep emotion, stating that
the recognition had instilled
great strength and confi-
dence in them, and conveyed
heartfelt gratitude to the
Collector, the Lions organ-
isation, and the event organ-

expressed

Mancherial-Anthargaon bridge
project, alleging that its cancella-
tion would adversely affect connec-
tivity for people in Mancherial,
Peddapalli and Komaram Bheem
Asifabad districts.After inspecting
the proposed bridge site at
Rangapet along with residents of
Sun City Colony, Mr. Vijith Kumar
alleged that the funds originally
sanctioned for the bridge had been
diverted to a proposed six-lane

crore bridge project had been laid
by MLA Prem Sagar Rao on March
10, 2024, but the works had not
commenced. Instead, a six-lane
road from Rallavagu to Rangapet
was being taken up, he alleged.
Questioning the priority given to
the road project, Mr. Vijith Kumar
claimed that the bridge would ben-
efit commuters from three dis-
tricts, whereas the proposed road
would serve a limited purpose.

Resolve public grievances immediately,
says collector Priyanka

Narayanpet, August 3,
2026 - District Collector
Priyanka has directed offi-
cials to prioritise Praja Vani'
(public grievances) applica-
tions and resolve them as
quickly as possible.During
the Praja Vani programme
held at the District
Collectorate on Monday, 30
complaints were received
from people coming from
various areas across the dis-
trict. The Collector personal-
ly heard the grievances and
assured the public of prompt
action.On this occasion,
Priyanka emphasised that
public applications must not

be kept pending under any
circumstances and that
immediate action should be
taken at the departmental
level. She instructed officials
to ensure that every com-
plaint is addressed within a
stipulated timeframe and
that follow-up mechanisms
are put in place to prevent
delays.

She also urged the public

19th ATA Congress continues
grand second day in America

Hyderabad (TSIT) The sec-
ond day of the 19th
American Telugu
Association (ATA)
Congress in America con-
tinued with great enthusi-
asm, with Deputy Chief
Minister of Telangana

B L AT
Bhatti Vikramarka partici-
pating in the programmes
and warmly greeting the
Telugu diaspora. TPCC Vice
President Jhansi Rajender
Reddy and MLC Addanki
Dayakar joined the Deputy
Chief Minister at the

Mahasabha. The leaders
interacted with the Telugu
diaspora attendees, under-
standing their views and
concerns. They also visited
various special stalls set up
at the venue, appreciating
the organisers and inquir-
ing about the features on
display.Speaking on the
occasion, the leaders stated
that the ATA Mahasabhas,
which reflect the culture
and traditions of Telangana,
are playing a vital role in
bringing the Telugu dias-
pora together on a single
platform.

Selling low-quality gold jewellery cheats
consumers, says consumer body leader

Hanumakonda (TSIT) |,
Consumer Confederation of
India (CCI) National
Secretary Dr. Pallepadu
Damodar has called for
inspection of all gold jewel-
lery businesses across
Telangana, expressing con-
cern over the seizure of jew-
ellery worth 10 crore with-
out hallmarks from a single
shop in Warangal by BIS
officials.

Speaking as chief guest at a
Consumer Awareness
Conference organised at the
District Consumer Advisory
Centre in Ramnagar, Dr.
Damodar said it is painful
that consumers spending
lakhs on gold jewellery are
being cheated with low-quali-
ty products. He noted that

hallmarking unit identifica-

tion numbers are mandatory
under central government
rules, and traders should not
be allowed to act as they
please.Sambaraju

Chakrapani, National
General Secretary of the
Consumers' Council, said
traders often omit full details
in receipts for gold and silver

GUA SUIREN WAL

jewellery. He pointed out that

| LR |

quality percentages are not
specified for silver, leading to
fake silver, nickel silver, or
German silver being sold. He
urged BIS officials to bring
silver jewellery under man-
datory hallmarking.

M. Vikram Takes Charge

as Kothakota SI

KOTHAKOTA, AUGUST 3:
M. Vikram has assumed
charge as the new Sub-
Inspector of Kothakota Police
Station in Wanaparthy dis-
trict. He was transferred from
Marikal Police Station and
took over his new responsi-
bilities on Monday.Speaking
after assuming charge, SI
Vikram said that maintain-
ing law and order, ensuring
public safety, and providing
efficient policing services
would be his foremost priori-
ties. He emphasized the
importance of strengthening
police-public relations and
assured citizens that the
police station would remain
accessible to address public
grievances promptly.Police
officials and staff welcomed

the newly appointed officer
and extended their best wish-
es. Local leaders and resi-
dents also congratulated SI
Vikram on his appointment
and expressed confidence
that his experience and lead-
ership would contribute to
effective policing in the
region. The appointment is
expected to further strength-
en law enforcement activities
and enhance public confi-
dence in the police adminis-
tration in Kothakota..

Hyderabad, August 3,
2026 — Organ donation can
give a new lease of life to
several people even after a
person's death, and wide-
spread public awareness is
essential to remove miscon-
ceptions surrounding it,
speakers said at a special
programme organised as
part of the national cam-
paign "Angdaan Jeevan
Sanjeevani Abhiyan."

The event was held at
KIMS Hospitals,
Secunderabad, under the
joint aegis of KIMS Group
of Hospitals, the National
Service Scheme (NSS),
KIMS Educational Society,
and KIMS College of
Nursing, with the theme
"Organ Donation - Gift Life,
Leave a Legacy." The pro-
gramme witnessed the par-
ticipation of doctors, nurs-
ing students, and faculty
members in large numbers.

Addressing the gather-

ing, Dr. B. Bhaskar Rao,
Chairman and Managing
Director of KIMS Group of
Hospitals, described organ
donation as one of the
noblest humanitarian acts
and stressed the need for
families to discuss organ
donation openly and make
informed decisions.

Dr. S. Manimala Rao,
Director of Medical Education
(Academics), KIMS Hospitals,
said organ donation represent-
ed the highest form of service to
humanity and that a single
decision could bring hope to
many families.Dr. Sandeep

Gangaya Attawar, Program
Director & Chair of Thoracic
Organ Transplantation and
Assist Devices, explained that
organs such as the heart, lungs,
liver, and kidneys could be
retrieved after brain death. He
noted that a single organ donor
could save up to eight lives and
improve the quality of life of
more than 50 people through
tissue donation.Kidney trans-
plant specialists Dr. Saharia
and Dr. Uma Maheswara Rao
observed that awareness about
organ transplantation was
gradually increasing but much
more was still needed.

Kalasalingam University inaugurates
classes for first-year students for 2026-27

Srivilliputhur, &
August 3, 2026 - &
Kalasalingam f§
University inaugurat- [
ed classes for first- §
year students and ¥
held the freshman il
induction programme :‘
for its 42nd batch for

the academic year 2026-27.

Pro Chancellor Dr. S. Arivalagi Sridharan
presided over the event, while Vice
Presidents Dr. S. Shasi Anand and Er. S.
Arjun Kalasalingam inaugurated the

Narayanan

induction programme. Dr.
} Shasi Anand advised stu-
dents to utilise campus

@i/ stay updated with techno-
St logical developments.

Vice Chancellor Dr. S.
welcomed

attendees and highlighted the university's

overall vision. Registrar Dr. V. Vasudevan
introduced Directors, Deans, and HoDs.
Dean Dr. M. Kalpana detailed the induc-
tion programme.

CARE Hospitals opens advanced MICU
in Malakpet to strengthen critical care

Hyderabad, August 2, 2026
- CARE Hospitals,
Malakpet, today inaugu-
rated an Advanced
Medical Intensive Care
Unit (MICU) to enhance
access to high-acuity care
in Hyderabad.

The  facility was
launched by Ahmed Bin
Abdullah Balala, MLA,
Malakpet Assembly
Constituency, in the pres-
ence of Dr. Pawan Kumar,
CEO (India II), Aster DM
Quality Care Limited;
Nilesh Gupta, Regional
CEO; Praveen Kumar
Edla, COO, CARE
Hospitals, Malakpet;
Shaik Mohinuddin Abrar,
Corporator, Azampura;
Dr. Sridhar, Medical
Superintendent; Dr.
Vajrapu Rajendra, Senior
Consultant & HOD -
Critical Care; along with
senior doctors and hospi-

WELCOME
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tal staff. Equipped with
advanced patient moni-
toring systems, modern
life-support technologies,
and round-the-clock
intensive care infrastruc-
ture, the new MICU is
designed to manage
severe infections, respira-
tory illnesses, cardiac
emergencies, sepsis, and
multi-organ failure. The
unit is supported by expe-
rienced intensivists, spe-
cialist physicians, and

trained critical care nurs-
es to deliver rapid inter-
vention and coordinated
multidisciplinary care.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Ahmed Bin
Abdullah Balala said that
access to advanced criti-
cal care closer to home
can make a life-saving dif-
ference, and appreciated
CARE Hospitals for its
continued investment in
healthcare infrastruc-
ture.Dr. Pawan Kumar

reaffirmed Aster DM
Quality Care's commit-
ment to combining clini-

cal excellence with
advanced technology and
compassionate care.

Praveen Kumar Edla
highlighted that the new
unit strengthens the hos-
pital's ability to deliver
timely, high-quality care
for patients facing life-
threatening conditions.
Dr. Vajrapu Rajendra
noted that the unit
enables faster, safer care
through evidence-based
protocols and a multidis-
ciplinary approach. The
Advanced MICU is part of
CARE Hospitals' ongoing
strategy to expand critical
care capabilities across
its network, reinforcing
its position as a trusted
destination for complex
and emergency medical
care in the region.

National consultation on blue economy policy
framework for mariculture begins in Hyderabad

Hyderabad, August 3, 2026
— The National Flagship
Consultation on the Blue
Economy Policy Framework
for Mariculture was inaugu-
rated at ICAR-NAARM,
Hyderabad, today. The event
also marked the launch of the
ANRF Prime Minister's
Early Career Research Grant
(PM-ECRG) Project on devel-
oping an Al-enabled frame-
work for mariculture sector
development.

Prof. (Dr.) A. Biju Kumar,
Vice-Chancellor of Kerala
University of Fisheries and
Ocean Studies (KUFOS), who
was the Chief Guest, high-
lighted the strategic impor-
tance of fisheries, aquacul-
ture, and mariculture in
India's Blue Economy. He
noted their potential to accel-
erate economic growth,
strengthen coastal liveli-
hoods, promote entrepre-
neurship, enhance exports,
and contribute to food and

nutritional security, while
stressing the need to trans-
late R&D into actionable
products for stakeholders.

In his keynote address, Dr.
Bijay Kumar Behera, Chief
Executive of the National

Fisheries Development
Board (NFDB), emphasized
that an Al-enabled
Geospatial-Biological and
Techno-Economic Fusion
Intelligence  Framework
could significantly enhance
mariculture productivity. He
called for addressing frag-
mentation in critical infor-
mation related to biological
suitability, environmental

conditions, carrying capaci-
ty, economics, infrastruc-
ture, markets, and invest-
ment risks, and highlighted
the need to strengthen seed
production. Prof. Gnana
Prakash, Vice-Chancellor of
P.V. Narsimha Rao
Veterinary University
(PVNRTVU), urged greater
collaboration among fisher-
ies universities and research
institutions to drive mean-
ingful transformation in the
sector.Dr. R.M. Sundaram,
Director of ICAR-NAARM,
noted that India is the world's
second-largest fish producer
with annual production of

nearly 198 lakh tonnes and
marine product exports
exceeding Rs.73,890.46 crore
in 2025. However, he pointed
out that productivity lags
behind leading countries
such as Norway, China, and
Japan, and emphasized the
need for sustainable, scientif-
ically planned growth.

Dr. Suresh  Kumar
Mojjada, Principal
Investigator of the project,
outlined the initiative's con-
ception and its alignment
with the national vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047, aiming to
strengthen the Blue Economy
for sustainable growth,
employment, food security,
climate resilience, and coast-
al prosperity.Dr. Ganesh
Kumar announced the sign-
ing of an MoU between ICAR-
NAARM and KUFOS, which
will create opportunities for
knowledge enhancement and
upskilling of fisheries stu-

dents.
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Pawan Kalyan Directs Officials to Expedite Great
Green Wall of Andhra Pradesh Project

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)
Andhra Pradesh Deputy
Chief  Minister and
Minister for Forests and
Environment Pawan
Kalyan has directed offi-
cials to accelerate the
implementation of the
Great Green Wall of
Andhra Pradesh project
and complete the 2026-27
targets within the next two
months. Reviewing the
project's progress with
senior Forest Department
officials on Monday, he
said the initiative is cru-
cial for protecting the
state's coastline from cli-
mate change, coastal ero-

sion and extreme weather
events. He appreciated the
department for helping
Andhra Pradesh secure
the second position in the
country in mangrove

expansion over the last
two years and urged offi-
cials to achieve even better
results this year.

The deputy Chief minis-
ter said the state plans to

Vijayawada

develop a 5-km-wide green
belt along its 1,053-km
coastline, with plantation
activities covering 8,888
hectares during the cur-
rent year. The programme
includes 5,000 hectares of
palm plantations, 1,993
hectares of native species
under the Green Climate
Fund, and 727 hectares of
shelter belt plantations.
An additional 70 lakh sap-
lings have also been allot-
ted to coastal districts
under the VBG Ram Ji
scheme to strengthen the
project. Pawan Kalyan
said Andhra Pradesh
expanded mangrove for-

ests over 740 hectares in
2024-25 and 1,930 hectares
in 2025-26, earning nation-
al recognition. He added
that 305 hectares of man-
grove restoration would be
taken up under the
MISHTI-II programme
later this year. He also
called for greater public
participation in palm plan-
tations, social forestry and
community forests, stress-
ing that the Great Green
Wall project will create a
strong ecological shield
along the coast while
enhancing climate resil-
ience and environmental
conservation.
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Minister Orders Audit of Oxygen
Usage in Government Hospitals

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)
Andhra Pradesh Minister for
Health, Medical and Family
Welfare Satya Kumar Yadav
has directed officials to con-
duct a comprehensive audit of
oxygen procurement and con-
sumption in government hos-
pitals, following a sharp rise
in Liquid Medical Oxygen
(LMO) purchases after the
COVID-19 pandemic. During
a high-level review meeting
held at the Health Department
office in Mangalagiri on
Monday, the Minister
instructed officials to com-
plete an audit of actual oxy-
gen demand, supply and
usage within two weeks. The
recommendations will be

implemented on a pilot basis
in eight government hospitals

for two months, with a
detailed report to be submit-
ted by October 15. The
Minister noted that while gov-
ernment hospitals spent
Rs.60.51 crore on LMO
between 2016 and 2020, the
expenditure rose to Rs.180.82

crore during 2022-26, despite
the end of the pandemic.
Although new hospitals and
additional beds contributed to
the increase, he said the wide
gap between projected
demand and actual consump-
tion requires a detailed exam-
ination to reduce unneces-
sary expenditure.

SPMVYV hosts informative session on angel

investment and VC fund

Tirupati, August 3, 2026
- The Institution's
Innovation Council (IIC) of
Sri Padmavati Mahila
Visvavidyalayam
(Women's University),
Tirupati, organized an
informative session on
"Angel Investment / VC
Funding Opportunities" at
the Smart Classroom,
Department of Applied
Microbiology.

The event, held from
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM, was

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL

HYDERABAD-II, 1ST FLOOR,
TRIVENI COMPLEX, ABIDS,
HYDERABAD-500001 (T.S.)
OA. NO. 306 OF 2026
SUMMONS UNDER SUB-SECTION (4) OF
SECTION 19 OF THE ACT, READ WITH SUB-RULE
(2A) OF RULE 5 OF THE DEBT RECOVERY
TRIBUNAL (PROCEDURE) RULES, 1993
BANK OF BARODA,
RUDRAMPET CIRCLE BRANCH

VS.
SRI MANI YASHASWI BHAVA FUELS & ANR.
TO

D1) Sri Mani Yashaswi Bhava Fuels

Rep. By lts Sole Proprietor Ramavath Nagamani

D/o. Ramavath Sevyanaik Having Place Of

Business At Sy. No. 1067, Maruru To

Dharmavaram Road, Ananthapur,

Andhra Pradesh-515641

D2) Ramavath Nagamani

D/o. Ramavath Sevyanaik R/o. D. No. 303,

3rd Floor, SBR Nivas, Near Water Tank,

First Road, Ananthapuramu,

Andhra Pradesh-515001

SUBSTITUTED SERVICE OF SUMMONS

Whereas, OA. No. 306 OF 2026 is listed before

the Hon'ble Debts Recovery Tribunal-Il on

09-09-2026.

Whereas, the Hon'ble Tribunal is pleased to issue

summons on the said Application under Section

19(4) of the Act filed against you for recovery of

debts of Rs. 76,33,027.98/- as on 31-12-2025

exclusive of unapplied interest from 01-01-2026

onwards long with other costs and expenses.

In accordance with sub-section (4) of Section 19

of the Act, you, the Defendants are directed as

under:-

I. To show cause within thirty (30) days of the
service of this summons as to why relief prayed
for should not be granted;

II. To disclose particulars of properties or assets
other than properties and assets specified by
the Applicant Bank under serial number 3A of
the Original Application;

Il You are hereby restrained from dealing with or
disposing of secured assets or such other
assets and properties disclosed under serial
number 3A of the Original Application, pending
hearing and disposal of the Application for
attachment of properties;

IV. You shall not transfer by way of sale, lease or
otherwise, except in the ordinary course of his
business any of the assets over which security
interest is created and / or other assets and
properties specified or disclosed under serial
number 3A of the original application without
the prior approval of the Tribunal;

You shall be liable to account for the sale

proceeds realized by sale of secured assets or

other assets and properties in the ordinary
course of business and deposit such sale
proceeds in the account maintained with the

Bank or Financial Institutions holding security

interest such assets.

<

guided by Prof. R.
Nagaraju, IIC Vice-
President, and coordinated
by Prof. Ch. M. Kumari
Chitturi, IIC Convener.
The programme was orga-
nized by Dr. G. Latha,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Business
Management, and Mrs. J.
Rajya Lakshmi, Academic

Consultant, Department of
BS&H, SoET.

Mr. Harindra Noel,
Business and Educational
Consultant, served as the
resource person and delivered
an insightful lecture on the
significance of angel invest-
ment and venture capital
funding in fostering innova-
tion and entrepreneurship. He

ing opportunities

emphasized the importance of
identifying market opportuni-
ties, validating business ideas,
developing sustainable busi-
ness models, and preparing
effective business pitches. He
also highlighted the role of
innovation, intellectual prop-
erty, teamwork, financial
planning, and networking in
attracting investors. Through
practical examples and real-
life startup success stories, he
motivated students and aspir-
ing entrepreneurs to trans-
form innovative ideas into
successful ventures. The pro-
gramme witnessed participa-
tion from 50 students, faculty
members, and innovation
enthusiasts from various
departments. Participants
interacted with the resource

TTD chairman B.R. Naidu offers prayers at
Sri Pallikondeswara Swamy temple in Surutupalli

Tirupati, August 3, 2026

- The Institution's The event, held from
Innovation Council (IIC)of  11:30 AM to 1:00 PM, was
Sri Padmavati Mahila guided by Prof.

Visvavidyalayam Nagaraju, IIC Vice-
(Women's University), President, and coordinat-
Tirupati, organized an ed by Prof. Ch. M. Kumari

informative session on
"Angel Investment / VC
Funding Opportunities" at
the Smart Classroom,
Department of Applied

Microbiology.

Chitturi,

Assistant

IIC Convener.
The programme was orga-
nized by Dr. G. Latha,
Professor,
Department of Business
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CORRIGENDUM

Management, and
Mrs. J. Rajya
Lakshmi, Academic
Consultant,
Department of BS&H,
SoET.Mr. Harindra
Noel, Business and
Educational Consultant,
served as the resource
person and delivered an
insightful lecture on the
significance of angel
investment and venture
capital funding in foster-
ing innovation and
entrepreneurship. He
emphasized the impor-
tance of identifying mar-
ket opportunities, vali-
dating business ideas,
developing sustainable
business models, and
preparing effective busi-
ness pitches. He also
highlighted the role of
innovation, intellectual
property, teamwork,
financial planning, and

India SME Forum Launches ‘Top 50
SMEs of Andhra Pradesh’ Initiative

Vijayawada (TSIT) The
India SME Forum has
launched the “Top 50
SMEs of Andhra
Pradesh” programme,
making Andhra Pradesh
the second state to be
included in its nation-
wide MSME recognition
initiative. The pro-
gramme builds on the
success of the India SME
100 Awards, the Forum’s
flagship national plat-
form for recognising out-
standing Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
(MSMESs). The initiative
aims to identify and rec-
ognise high-performing
MSMEs across the manu-
facturing, services and
trading sectors that have
demonstrated excellence
in innovation, technolo-
gy adoption, exports,
employment generation
and business growth.
Andhra Pradesh was
selected for the pro-
gramme due to its rapidly

growing industrial eco-
system and strong pres-
ence in sectors such as
manufacturing, pharma-
ceuticals, food processing
and electronics.
Enterprises selected
among the Top 50 SMEs of
Andhra Pradesh will also
receive automatic nomi-
nation for the India SME
100 Awards, subject to eli-
gibility and evaluation
criteria. They will gain

access to the India SME
Forum’s business ecosys-
tem, including investors,
financial institutions,
technology partners, mul-
tinational companies,
export promotion plat-
forms and networking
opportunities. Speaking
on the occasion, Vinod
Kumar, President of India
SME Forum, said the pro-
gramme is designed not
only to recognise success-

ful enterprises but also to
help them grow by con-
necting them with capi-
tal, technology, markets
and global business
opportunities.

The selection will be
based on transparent
evaluation criteria,
including business per-
formance, innovation,
export contribution,
digital transformation,
sustainability, employ-
ment generation and
overall business excel-
lence. The selected
enterprises will be hon-
oured at a special
awards ceremony in
the presence of policy-
makers, industry lead-
ers, investors and busi-
ness partners. The
India SME Forum has
invited eligible MSMEs
from across Andhra
Pradesh to participate
in the programme and
showcase their achieve-
ments.

CAPITAL

ADITYABIRLA ADITYA BIRLA CAPITAL LIMITED

Registered Office : Indian Rayon Compound, Veraval, Gujarat-362266.
Corporate Office : R-Tech Park, 12th Floor, Nirlon Complex, off Western Expressway, Goregoan East -Mumbai - 400063.

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE

15 Days E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovab!

proviso to Rule 3 |
On account of the amalgamation between Aditya Birla Finance Ltd. and Aditya Birla Capital Ltd. vide the Scheme of Amalgamation dated 11.03.2024 duly recorded in the Order passed by
the National Company Law Tribunal - Ahmedabad on 24.03.2025, all SARFAESI actions initiated by Aditya Birla Finance Ltd. in relation to the mortgaged property mentioned below, stands
transferred to Aditya Birla Capital Itd., the amalgamated company.
Accordingly the Authorized Officer of Aditya Birla Capital Limited / Secured Creditor had taken possession of the following secured assets pursuant to notice issued under Sec. 13(2) of Securitisation
& Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (SARFAESI) for recovery of the secured debts of the secured creditor, for the dues as mentioned herein below
with further charges and cost thereon from the following Borrowers and Co-Borrowers. Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrowers and Co-Borrowers that e-
auction of the following property for realization of the debts due to the Aditya Birla Capital Limited will be held on "As is where is", "As is what is" and "Whatever there is" basis

DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION : 20" AUGUST 2026 & LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF KYC & EARNEST MONEY DEPOSIT (EMD) : 19" AUGUST 2026

1.M/S SUPREME ALL THAT PART AND PARCEL OF THE PROPERTY TO AN EXTENT OF 115.6.0

TRADERS THROUGH ITS  |SQ. YARDS OR 96.713 SQ.MTS OF RESIDENTIAL SITE TOGETHER WITH RCC INR 11-APR-2025 &
PROPRIETOR SHAIK ROOFED GROUND & 15" FLOORS RESIDENTIAL BUILDING THEREIN WITH ALL | 75 98 000/- RS. 69.02.543.04/-
KHAJA VALI RIGHTS OF EASEMENT SITUATED IN N.T.S NO. 175 OF WYNCHIPET,| "“(jngian Rs. 7,59,800 (RUPEES SEVEN (RUPEES SIXTY-
2.SHAIK KHAJA VALI S/0 [ MUNICIPAL WARD NO.13, PRESENT WARD NO. 36, REVENUE WARD NO.8,| g coc LACS FIFTY NINE THOUSAND | \NE | AKHS TWO
SHAIK BAJEED, BLOCK NO. 8, ASST. NO. 69851, PRESENT ASST NO. 107302834. (ASST NO.| o r?t Five | AND EIGHT HUNDRED ONLY) THOUSAND FIVE
3.SHAIKBAJEED S/0  (10111) BEARING OLD DOOR NO. 8-20-16, PRESENT DOOR NO. 8-16-68| Sty Fve | = HUNDRED AND
SHAIK MAHABOOB ALl |SITUATED AT _MADHURAVARU STREET, WYNCHIPET, =VLAYWADA, [ - acs ‘E’,‘ ht | Rs- 25,000/ (Rupees twenty five [ ooty THREE pAISA
4.SHAIK SUFIYA BEGUM  [VIJAYWADA DISTRICT REGISTRAR, N.T.R DISTRICT BEING BOUND BY: EAST :| Ninety Eight thousand only) -

W/0 SHAIK BAJEED MUNICIPAL ROAD CALLED AS PEDA SATTAR ROAD, SOUTH : KONAM, WEST :| Thousand FOUR ONLY) DUE AS
Loan A/C No. MUNICIPAL ROAD CALLED AS MADHURAVARI STREET, NORTH : MUNICIPAL| ~ Only) ON 09-APR-2025
ABVJWSTS000000584259 (ROAD CALLED AS GOLLAPALEM GATTU ROAD.

Date : 04.08.2026, Place : VIAYWADA

Auction-under-SARFAESI-Act.aspx or https: IIBldDeaI in. Contact Details - Aditya Birla Capital Limited. Authonzed Off cer Apoorva Danthi (9930909725) Komal Patil (9867895795)
Jahirul Laskar (9706003075), Haresh Kumar (9176547103), LingaSwamy Batthini (9000001411) and Raghuveera Neerukonda (9642299899)

Authorised Officer, Aditya Birla Capital Limited

REGIONAL OFFICE, NAGPUR
34/2, Ashirwad Commercial Complex,

networking in attracting
investors. Through prac-
tical examples and real-
life startup success sto-
ries, he motivated stu-

You are also directed to file Written Statement
with a copy thereof furnished to the Applicant
Bankand to appear before the Debts Recovery
Tribunal-Il on 09-09-2026 at 10.30 A.M. failing
which the Application shall be heard and
decided in your absence.

Given under my hand and Seal of the Tribunal on

This Corrigendum is issued to Auction Sale Notice dated 28-02-2026 published in The South India Times.
Inthe said Auction Sale notice pertaining to the Borrower BONDALA RAJAMMA, Loan Account No. MHL00360025537,
Please note the following to be read correctly as below:

Union Bank

of India

A Government of India Undertaking

i (]

IR TG Bl DA

Bazar Road, Ramdaspeth, Nagpur - 440010,
Reserve Price — Rs.4,29,479/- (Rupees Four Lakhs Twenty Nine Thousand Four Hundred
Maharashtra.

PRESENT Seventy NineOnly) date of Auction 06-04-2026.

Auction
Sale Reserve Price - Rs.3,86,531.1/- (Rupees Three Lakhs Eighty SixThousand Five Hundred

e Gnr o e Tounl 11| ek | T e et s 2430205 e 20 | ents and aspiring entre- SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
REGISTRAR : : . S - - .
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNALI 1 et doals mentoned n the sad Aucton s noe sl e Enchaged. preneurs to transform E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and

1ST FLOOR, TRIVENI COMPLEX,
ABIDS, HYDERABAD - 500 001

Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic/Physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer of Union Bank of
India (secured creditor), will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” on the date 10.09.2026 for recovery of dues as
mentioned hereunder to Union Bank of India from the below mentioned Borrower(s) & Guarantor(s). The Reserve Price and the Earnest Money
Deposit are also mentioned hereunder:

innovative ideas into
successful ventures.

Date: 04/08/2026, Place: KADAPPA Sd/- Authorized Officer, Manappuram Home Finance Ltd

iTvaBRLA ADITYA BIRLA CAPITAL LIMITED
m Registered Office: Indian Rayon Compound, Veraval, Gujarat - 362266.
CAPITAL Corporate Office : 12" Floor, R Teck Park, Nirlon Complex, Near Hub Mall, Goregaon (East), Mumbai-400 063, MH.
E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE

15 DAYS AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE ASSETS UNDER THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND
ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002 READ WITH PROVISON TO RULE 9(1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002.
On account of the amalgamation between Aditya Birla Finance Ltd. and Aditya Birla Capital Ltd. vide the Scheme of Amalgamation dated 11.03.2024 duly recorded in the Order passed by the National Company Law
Tribunal - Ahmedabad on 24.03.2025, all SARFAES| actions initiated by Aditya Birla Finance Ltd. in relation to the mortgaged property mentioned, stands transferred to Aditya Birla Capital ltd., the amalgamated company.
Accordingly the Authorized Officer of Aditya Birla Capital Limited / Secured Creditor had TAKEN POSSESSION of the following secured assets pursuant to notice issued under Sec. 13(2) of
Securitisation & Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (SARFAESI) for recovery of the secured debts of the secured creditor, for the dues as mentioned

herein below with further charges and cost thereon from the following Borrowers and Co-Borrowers. Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrowers and Co-Borrowers 1.1
that e-auction of the following property for realization of the debts due to the Aditya Birla Capital Limited will be held on “As is where is”, “As is what is” and “Whatever there is” basis.

Branch - Nagpur (3771) (Dharampeth Branch)

Address At: Plot No. 2, Yashodhan, WHC Road, Nagpur - 440010. Contact No: 8355803771

1. |Name of Borrowers & Guarantors :
Limited 2) Vishwaraj Acchapeliya 3) Rahul Anil Multani; Guarantors
4) Nikita Dharmesh Madnani 5) P. Sravanthi 6) Anil Narayandas Multani

M/s. Rabbitwood Retails Private| Amount Due Rs. 3,26,49,790.93/- (As per demand notice
dated 01/01/2026) and interest thereon

ENCUMBRANCE - Not Known to Bank

Property No 1 (Symbolic Possession)
All piece and parcel of Residential Flat at Raintree Park, Walnut Block, Door No. 34-91, RS No. 213/A1, 213/B1, 214/1, 217, 216/2, Unit No.
716, 7th Floor, Namburu, Pedakkakani Mandal, Guntur District.

Boundaries: East-Corridor, West-Open to Sky, North-Unit No. 715, South- Unit No. 717

Reserve Price: Rs. 41,86,500.00 (Rupees Forty One Lakh Eighty Six Thousand Five Hundred Only)

DATE & TIME OF E-AUCTION : 20.08.2026, BETWEEN 11:00 A. M. TO 01:00 P. M.
19.08.2026

LAST DATE OF RECEIPT OF KYC & EARNEST MONEY DEPOSIT (EMD) :

Sr. Name of the Borrowers _ : Reserve Price | Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) |Demand Notice Date & EMD: Rs. 4,18,650.00 (Rupees Four Lakh Eighteen Thousand Six Hundred and Fifty Only)
No. & Co-Borrowers Description of Properties / Secured Assets (inRs) _|(in Rs.)/Incremental Value) (in Rs.)| Total Amt. (in Rs.) P —— MD- EMD shall be deposited and Linked/Mapped with the
1. Wis. Sri Manikanta Home Needs, [ 12! Piece a1d pgﬁg'olgf e Froperty ?,'Ejéfgaﬁ 06.06.2025 Property ID before the expiry of auction time prior to placing the bid. It Date & Time of E-auction:
Wrough s B[ﬁg;eg‘:gs sdaRao  |Mandal, Maddipadu Gram Panchayal, Maddipadu Re. 3700001 & is advisable to deposit and Link / Map the EMD amount with the | 10.09.2026 (12 pm to 5 pm)
2.Mr. Arabolu Durga Prasada Rao, |20 Suvey No. 8871 An Extont 242 Sq Yards In| g 37,00,0001 | (R Three Lakhs Seventy Thousand | p ¢4 47 55 76/ property ID well in advance to avoid any technical glitch.
S/o. Edukondalu Arabolu g Door 0. 2-19% | (Rs. Thirty Only) S. 3%,3(,009./0F
1. |3. Arabolu Venkata Devi Bounded On The - East : Road; West : Vacant Site of| ¢ 20) i (Rs. Fifty-Four Lakhs
" Wio. Mr. Arabolu Durga Prasada Rao| Guptha: North : Arabolu Venakeswaralu; South : Rice| ™ g ) Rs. 25,000/- Forty-Seven Thousand For detailed terms and condition of the sale and Registration and Login and Bidding Rules visit:
4 Arai)olﬁ Kondammag Mill Belongs To Guptha, Admeasuring 2178 Sq. Fts. Or v (Rs. Twent Five "I'housand Only) Five Hundred Eighty .
" Glo, Arabolu Eehdiomialu 242 Sq.Yrds Or 20233 S M. of e And That e Twenty Y| Five And Seventy S PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd.(https://baanknet.com)
LAN: ABS OSTS000000811699  [,oeine e e S clonand Bulding. elee Q) S as on Note: All bidders are requested to visit the above site & complete the registration, uploading of KYC documents & EMD
For detailed terms and condfions of the sale, please refer 1o the ik provided in Aditya Birla Capital Limited / Secured Creditors website i.e. https:/abil.adityabirlacapital.com/Pages/individual/ payment at least 1 (ONE) week before date of E-auction to avoid last minute rush.

Properties-for-Auction-under-SARFAESI-Act.aspx or https://BidDeal.in Contact Nos.: Aditya Birla Capital Limited, Authorized Officer, Sharesh Haresh (919176547103), Dhilipin Jose
(918056375928), Srikanth (919884002027), Shobi Gopinath (919379109595), Komal Patil (9867895795), Jahirul Laskar (9706003075) Apoorva Danthi (9930909725)..
Place : Ongole, Andhra Pradesh, Date : 04.08.2026 Sd/- Authorised Officer, Aditya Birla Capital Limited

Authorized Officer
UNION BANK OF INDIA

Date: 01/08/2026
Place: Nagpur
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EDITORIAL

Bankipur Is Prashant

Kishor's Stinging
Comeback. But It Is Also
The End Of His 'Excuse’

Elections are frequently misread through the arithmetic of
their size. A Lok Sabha verdict is automatically considered
historic, while a by-election is dismissed as a local distur-
bance. But politics does not always move in proportion to
the number of voters involved. Sometimes, one constituen-
cy supplies the metaphor for an entire political moment.
Bankipur, Bihar, may be such a constituency.Prashant
Kishor's victory in Bankipur on Monday by more than
19,000 votes (at the time of writing) will not alter the
numerical balance in the Bihar assembly. Nor should one
assembly by-election be inflated into a national referendum
on Narendra Modi, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), or
the future of the Opposition. Clubbed with the verdict in
Datia, Madhya Pradesh, the bypoll outcomes in the Hindi
belt have dealt a blow to the BJP, and, more specifically, to
the Narendra Modi-Amit Shah-Nitin Nabin trio. Datia's
eastern boundary opens at Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh, taking
Monday's verdict to poll-bound Uttar Pradesh. These are
early but disturbing signs for the world's biggest political
party. The BJP can not blame the Datia loss on infighting
or on rebel Narottam Mishra, as the Congress was equally
challenged by internal dissent and disquiet, forcing them
to suspend former Datia MLA Rajendra Bharti.

Much of the Bankipur verdict lies in changing Kishor's
political identity. Until now, he was the man behind victo-
ries, defeats, slogans, caste calculations, candidate selec-
tion, and campaign choreography. He could explain why
others won. He had not demonstrated that voters would
choose him. That distinction matters. Indian politics has
no shortage of advisors who believe that proximity to
power amounts to possession of it. Kishor has now crossed
the invisible but decisive line separating the election man-
ager from the elected politician. Bankipur has not merely
given him a seat, but a standing.

The Fortress Falls Loudly

The enormity of the result becomes clearer when placed
against Bankipur's electoral history. The BJP has held this
urban Patna territory continuously since 1995, when much
of it formed the Patna West constituency. Nitin Nabin
retained Bankipur for a fifth consecutive term in the 2025
Bihar election. He polled 98,299 votes, defeating the
Rashtriya Janata Dal's (RJD) Rekha Kumari by 51,936
votes. Jan Suraaj's Vandana Kumari finished a distant
third with only 7,717 votes.

The pattern was scarcely less emphatic in earlier elections.
In 2020, Nabin secured 83,068 votes, or roughly 59% of the
valid vote, defeating Congress candidate Luv Sinha by
39,036 votes. In 2015, he polled 86,759 votes and defeated
Kumar Ashish of the Congress by 39,767. These were not
victories obtained through a fortunate division of the
Opposition votes. They reflected a settled relationship
between the BJP and Bankipur's urban, middle-class, and
traditionally BJP-inclined electorate.

Kishor has overturned that relationship within nine
months of Jan Suraaj's humiliation in the Bihar Assembly
election. His party contested 238 constituencies in 2025,
failed to win a single seat, and secured only 3.44% of the
statewide vote.

The Commonwealth Games
2026 are over, and at first
glance, India's final medal
standings from the Glasgow
Games might suggest a
sharp decline. India con-
cluded its campaign with 39
medals (13 Gold, 17 Silver, 9
Bronze), falling below the
50-medal threshold for the
first time since Kuala
Lumpur in 1998. Having hit
the 69-medal mark in the
2002 Manchester Games,
the Glasgow Games mark
India's worst tally in 24
years. However, measuring
Glasgow 2026 purely by the
number of medals won does
not show the true picture.
The CWG 2026 campaign
has been a tournament of
adaptability, efficiency, and
sporting growth for India.
When evaluated against the
backdrop of a severely
restricted event  pro-
gramme, India's fourth-
place finish stands out as
one of its most impressive
multi-sport achievements
in recent history. To fully
understand the context of
the 39-medal tally, one must
look at the structural
changes in Glasgow. Hosted
under tight financial con-
straints, the Games were
streamlined into a mini-
malist 10-sport schedule,
compared to 19 in
Birmingham four years
ago. A Slashed 10-Sport
Programme This reorgani-
sation led to the removal of
several disciplines that
have historically formed
the backbone of India's
medal factory. India's
stronghold sports like
Shooting (135 historic CWG
medals for India),
Wrestling (114 historic
CWG medals), Badminton
(31 historic CWG medals),
Table Tennis (28 historic
CWG medals), and Field
Hockey (6 historic CWG
medals) had to be removed
from the Glasgow Games
because of financial con-
straints. At the 2022 Games
in Birmingham, these five
omitted sports delivered 30
of India's 61 medals, includ-

Edit

ing 13 Golds. Losing more
than half of its traditional
gold-medal pipeline before
the competition even began
presented a formidable
challenge for the Indian
contingent. But, instead of

sulking, the contingent
decided to step up and make
up for the potential medal
loss. Deprived of its pri-
mary scoring events, India
focused on maximising out-
put across the available dis-
ciplines. The approach
reaped the desired rewards
as India secured fourth
place overall on the final
medal board, trailing only
Australia, England, and
Canada. India edged out
host nation Scotland for the
fourth spot on a silver-
medal tiebreaker after both
nations finished level on 39
total medals. Across the 10
featured sports, India yield-
ed an impressive 3.90
medals per featured sport, a
density rate that is among
the country's best in the
tournament's history.
Boxers Punch Above Their
Weight, Judokas Shatter

Ceiling India's boxing
squad delivered an
unprecedented show at the
Glasgow Games, claiming
10 medals from a 14-boxer
contingent, including a
trend-setting 7 Gold medals
and 3 Silvers. The women
boxers swept five gold
medals through Preeti
Pawar, Jaismine Lamboria,
Sakshi Chaudhary, Priya
Ghanghas, and Arundhati
Choudhary. Sachin Siwach
and Ankush Panghal cap-
tured top podium spots in
the men's division. India's
medal haul in the 2026
Games saw the country reg-
ister the most dominant
single-nation boxing cam-
paign in CWG history.
India's success was not just
limited to boxing. Judokas
produced breakthrough
moments on the mat. Harsh
Singh (Men's -60kg) and
Asmita Dey (Women's

48kg) secured India's first-
ever Commonwealth
Games gold medals in Judo.
Yamini Mourya (Silver)
and Unnati Sharma
(Bronze) added to the tally,

anchoring India's best judo
campaign to date. The coun-
try also made significant
progress in track, field, and
the para-sports resurgence.
In fact, athletics and para-
athletics combined for 16
total medals. Neeraj Chopra
returned to the CWG podi-
um to claim a silver medal
in the men's javelin throw.
Gulveer Singh became the
first Indian track athlete to
win two medals at a single
CWG edition, securing sil-
ver in the 10,000m and
bronze in the 5,000m.
Tejaswin Shankar earned
India's first-ever decathlon
medal at the Games with a
bronze finish. Para-athletes
matched India's combined
historical CWG para-sports
tally in a single edition,
winning seven medals
headlined by Gold perform-
ances from  Sharmila
Dhankar, Dilip Mahadu
Gavit, and Soman Rana.
India's Olympic medallist
Mirabai Chanu, on the
other hand, led an eight-
medal weightlifting haul by
claiming her third consecu-
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India's Commonwealth Games 2026 Medal
Tally Lowest In 24 Years, Yet Among The Best

tive CWG Gold medal in the
women's 48kg category,
alongside six silver medals
and one bronze across the
squad.

While 39 medals represent
the lowest overall numeri-
cal tally for India since 1998,
context reveals the true sig-
nificance of this number.
With the country's
strongest sports stripped
from the Glasgow Games,
India had to step out of its
comfort zone and produce
improved performances in
secondary sports. The con-
tingent did not just succeed
in doing so but also gave its
reputation a boost, laying
the foundation for what
could be the beginning of a
multi-sporting renaissance.
Yashvir Singh credited a
simple piece of last-second
advice from Olympic cham-
pion Neeraj Chopra for pro-
ducing the throw of his life,
as the Indian javelin throw-
er surged from seventh
place to clinch a bronze

medal at the Glasgow
Commonwealth  Games.
After the penultimate

round, Yashvir was in sev-
enth place with a best
throw of 81.33m, while
South Africa's Douw Smit
occupied third spot with an
effort of 82.88m. "I had to
overcome the adverse con-
ditions. Neeraj motivated
me before my final throw
and supported me. He told
me to keep the javelin in
one line, and it paid off"
Yashvir told PTI on
Monday after receiving a
hero's welcome on his
return from the
Commonwealth Games at
Delhi's IGI Airport. "This
was one of the biggest tour-
naments of my life, so my
only aim was to give my 100
per cent effort and leave
nothing behind. I wanted to
produce my personal best
there. I am happy that I
achieved a personal best of
85.41 metres and also won
the bronze medal with that
performance," he said.
While hurling the javelin,
keeping the spear in one
line (or aligned with the
shoulder) is an important
technique as it helps max-
imise distance while reduc-
ing strain on the throwing
arm. When PTI asked what
exactly he did to follow
Neeraj's advice, Yashvir
explained that it meant
holding the javelin near ear
level, keeping his shoulders
aligned in the direction of
the throw, drawing back
his arm and the javelin in a
straight line, and releasing
it over his shoulder along
that same line. Yashvir
admitted he competed with-
out any pressure as the
spotlight was on Neeraj and
his rivals, including
Olympic and defending
champion Arshad Nadeem,
Sri Lanka's Rumesh
Pathirage and  South
Africa's Anderson Peters. "I
had no pressure as the
focus was on Neeraj,
Nadeem and Rumesh. I just
had to give my 100 per cent
effort. I kept telling myself
to achieve my personal
best. God was kind and it
happened," he signed off.

KANGANA RANAUT IS FAST RUNNING
OUT OF ENEMIES TO PICK ON

Kangana Ranaut rarely
enters a controversy quietly.
She arrives as though the
cameras have already begun
rolling, the lighting has been
arranged, and the antagonist
has been identified. Her lat-
est intervention in the
Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) agitation was no
exception. Last week, the
actor-turned-parliamentari-
an described the youth
protest reels as "puke-induc-
ing", asked who was
"birthing and raising" such
young people, compared
their conduct to filth and
garbage, and coined the
expression "Generation
Gutter". CJP spokesperson
Saurav Das responded by
questioning her seriousness
as a Parliamentarian.
Kangana then left the issue
of examinations, police
action, and youth unemploy-
ment behind and turned on
Das personally. She called
him "useless and unem-
ployed", advised him to learn
a skill, and reminded him
that by his age, she had
already won two National
Awards. Das countered with
humour, saying friends had
told him that he resembled a
young Hrithik Roshan. A sig-
nificant confrontation
between the state and its
young citizens was convert-
ed into a public quarrel com-
plete with personal insults,
career comparisons, and an
old Bollywood jibe. Just days
later, she posted another
video on X, asking why
Hindu women "faced criti-
cism" for embracing their
religion, going as far as to
say that "Hindu sisters" in
the industry did not have an
ideological stand on politics
and religion. "...They are
very neutral. But as they

come in contact with the
Islamists, their thinking
becomes so defined that they
become leftist," she said.
This is classic Kangana. She
does not merely comment on
an argument. She annexes it.
The She-Wolf And Her Stage
Is there a method in this
madness?

Almost certainly. Kangana
has spent years cultivating
the image of the 'Tupa’, the
lone she-wolf who survives
without a pack. It is an image
rooted partly in truth. She
came to Mumbai without a
film dynasty behind her,
endured early struggles,
developed into an actress of
formidable range, and won
some of Indian cinema's
highest  honours. She
matured into an artiste capa-
ble of carrying a film and cre-
ating women who were vul-
nerable without being weak.
Her insurgent persona also
answered a genuine unease
within Hindi cinema. When
she spoke against nepotism
and the clubby nature of
Bollywood, she articulated
the resentment of many tal-
ented outsiders. But rebel-
lion, once rewarded, can eas-

ily become an addiction. The
she-wolf image has served
Kangana well, but it has also
trapped her. A film set can
revolve around one com-
manding performer. Politics
cannot. Parliament is found-
ed upon negotiation, num-
bers, restraint, alliances, and
the inconvenient legitimacy
of people one may dislike.
Kangana is now an elected
Lok Sabha member from
Mandi, not simply a celebri-
ty supporter of the BJP.

She sits on Parliament's
Committee on
Communications and
Information Technology.
Her words consequently
carry institutional weight,
whether her party likes
them or not.

A Second, Third, Fourth
Innings While writing Neta
Abhineta: Bollywood Star
Power in Indian Politics, I
was struck by the many
motives that draw film per-
sonalities towards public
life. Some possess a genuine
sense of service. Some are
recruited because parties
value their glamour. Others
enter politics when the arc
lights have begun to dim,

hoping that electoral power
will give them the relevance,
permanence, and public
attention that cinema can no
longer guarantee. The histo-
ry of film stars in Indian pol-
itics ranges from social com-
mitment to the quest for a
second innings in fame.
Cinema offers immortality,
but it is an uncertain immor-
tality. The Friday box office
is merciless. Roles diminish,
younger stars arrive, and
yesterday's  phenomenon
becomes today's nostalgia.
Politics appears to offer
something more durable: an
official car, a constituency, a
party platform, parliamen-
tary privilege, and a place in
the public record. Yet, poli-
tics makes demands that
stardom does not. An actor
addresses an audience that
has bought a ticket. A politi-
cian addresses citizens who
owe her neither applause
nor affection. An actor may
choose their roles. An MP
inherits grievances, disap-
pointed supporters, and vot-
ers who will insist upon
being heard. Amitabh
Bachchan learnt this differ-
ence early. When he entered
the Lok Sabha as a Congress
MP, his cinematic populari-
ty appeared almost limitless.
But during the years of the
Assam student unrest, he
reportedly encountered a
revealing sentiment: "We
like you as an actor, but not
as a Congress MP." It was a
simple sentence with a pro-
found political meaning. The
public can separate the per-
former from the party.
Bachchan eventually left pol-
itics and, years later,
acknowledged that he regret-
ted being unable to fulfil the
promises he had made to his
constituents.

Why is it necessary to take action

against “fake reli

India has always been known
as the land of saints, sages,
and spiritual wisdom. For
centuries, holy men and
women have inspired others
to live lives of compassion,
truth, self-discipline, and
service. The principles of var-
ious reformers and saints
have profoundly influenced
Indian society, inspiring peo-
ple to rise above ignorance,
superstition, and social con-
straints. Faith holds a para-
mount place in the lives of
millions of Indians, for it is
purity that is the ultimate
reality. But the country has
seen the rise of individuals
who exploit religious senti-
ments to satisfy their person-
al needs, labeled "religious
gurus." They leverage so-
called "spiritual language" to
establish empires of wealth,
influence, and unquestioned
power. In numerous cases in
India, such women have been
accused or convicted of seri-
ous crimes such as sexual
exploitation, defrauding prop-
erty owners, illegal land
acquisition, intimidation, and
other crimes. This not only
makes these practices illegal
but also tarnishes the reputa-
tion of those who practice
spiritual practices religious-
ly. Therefore, any action
taken by any authority
against someone who uses
religion as a cover for crimi-
nal acts should be considered
part of justice and the rule of
law, not an act of persecution
against someone's religion. In
a constitutional democracy,
no citizen is above the law.
There should be no free rein
for wrongdoing, and no one
should be exempt from the
law based on their religious
identity. The Constitution of
India recognizes the right of

all its citizens to practice reli-
gious faith, religious customs,
and their propagation as a
privilege. This freedom is also
subject to other constitution-
ally recognized limitations of
public order, morality, and
health. The Constitution pro-
vides for religious freedom,
but does not permit criminal
activities under the guise of
religion.

Therefore, the government
has a constitutional duty, not
an obligation, to ban the activ-
ities of most unauthorized
spiritual leaders, self-pro-
claimed or "spiritual" leaders,
and to investigate cases of
financial irregularities or
other illegal conduct in their
activities. Religious exploita-
tion poses one of the greatest
threats to people by hypocriti-
cal religious leaders.
Suffering from serious ill-
nesses, struggling with emo-
tional or mental stress, or fac-
ing financial hardship, unsus-
pecting individuals are
drawn to charismatic figures
who promise miraculous

cures, sudden wealth, and

miraculous, supernatural
solutions to life's problems.
This exploitation can result in
financial loss, emotional dis-
tress, or worse, lifelong suffer-
ing for victims and their fam-
ilies. Unfortunately, people
aren't the only ones who
spread superstition. Society,
in fact, is also responsible for
fostering a reluctance to ques-
tion and think -critically.
Faith is not opposed to rea-
son. True spirituality fosters
humility, empathy, and intro-
spection, while blind obedi-
ence stifles critical thinking.
The problem with a healthy
democracy is that it requires
citizens who are discerning
when it comes to spiritual
guidance and manipulation.
This has become even more
difficult with modern tech-
nology. Nowadays, a self-pro-
claimed religious leader can
garner millions of followers
on social media, who fall
prey to carefully crafted sto-
ries, emotional manipula-
tion, and absurd -claims.

gious leaders”?
e

Many people equate popular-
ity with credibility. Videos,
testimonials, and sensation-
al content can create the illu-
sion of divinity without any
evidence or testimony.
Therefore, digital literacy,
along with traditional educa-
tion, is becoming increasing-
ly important to protect citi-
zens from being fooled. The
media bears a tremendous
responsibility. Over the past
few years, investigative jour-
nalism has played a crucial
role in exposing several
high-profile cases of abuse of
power by self-proclaimed
spiritual leaders. At the
same time, media organiza-
tions must exercise extreme
caution in presenting fair,
balanced, and emotion-free
reporting. When journalism
is based on evidence rather
than speculation, it further
strengthens public trust. The
police must also be impartial
and neutral. All allegations
must be investigated, and
every accused has the right
to due process of law.
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BP PUTS NORTH SEA
BUSINESS UP

BP has said it is putting its
North Sea business up for
sale in amove that would end
60 years of production in the
region by the oil giant. The
decision follows a review of
BP's operations as it seeks to
slim down the group. Its
North Sea business has five
production hubs - two in the
central North Sea and three
west of Shetland and
employs about 1,100 people.
Earlier this week, Prime
Minister Andy Burnham
said he told US President
Donald Trump he would take
a "pragmatic approach" to
the issue of North Sea oil and
gas. Trump, some trade
unions, industry figures and
some Labour MPs all back
increased drilling in the
North Sea. "The UK has been
our home for more than 100
years and will continue to
play an important role in our
future," BP chief executive
Meg O'Neill said. "We're
proud of the jobs we create,
the contribution we make to
the UK economy, and the
work we do to keep energy
flowing every day," she said.

The company said it
remained committed to oper-
ating the business safely and
reliably throughout the sale
process. Its North Sea busi-
ness produced 117,000 barrels
of oil equivalent per day in
2025, a small fraction of the
oil giant's 2.3 million barrels
of daily production. O'Neill,
who took the helm at BP in
April, said earlier this year
there was "untapped poten-
tial" in the North Sea.
However, in announcing
Friday's decision she said:
"As we focus our portfolio
and direct capital to our high-
est-value opportunities, we

FOR SALE

believe our North Sea busi-
ness will be better positioned
as part of another company.
"It has world-class people,
resilient assets and a proud
heritage, and it is precisely
these qualities that can
attract an owner ready to
back its next chapter. We are
seeking an outcome that
recognises that value." The
sale could potentially bring
in £2bn to BP. Last month,
the FT reported the company
was in talks with Ithaca
Energy to sell its North Sea
assets for around this
amount, although the talks

fell through.
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New Spider-Man film sees second-
biggest ever global opening weekend

I.. 0

Spider-Man: Brand New Day
brought in $927m (£687m) of glob-

al ticket sales to make it the sec-
ond-biggest opening weekend
ever as it shot past its estimated
$225m production budget. The
superhero movie - starring real-
life husband and wife Tom
Holland and Zendaya -

behind Avengers:

is only
Endgame,
which took in more than $1.2bn
in its opening weekend in 2019.
Brand New Day also set a second-
best North American record,
with box office takings of $335m.
The film's strong performance
gives a much-needed boost for
Marvel Studios ahead of the high-
ly-anticipated December release
of Avengers: Doomsday, after a
string of Marvel movies under-
performed in recent years. Brand
New Day, which opened in cine-
mas last week, picks up a few
years after 2021's Spider-Man: No
Way Home as Peter Parker con-
tinues to fight crime in a world
that has forgotten he is the
masked superhero. The latest
instalment of the hugely popular

franchise received largely posi-

over the

tive reviews, with some calling it
Holland's best Spider-Man per-
formance yet. Brand New Day
made $572m from more than
73,000 screens outside the US,
including $121m from China, dis-
tributor Sony Pictures said. That
included $49m in UK ticket sales
weekend.

Day was

Marvel

said the opening of Brand New
"truly phenomenal",
adding that he was grateful to
audiences for "coming out and
experiencing our film the way it
was meant to be seen." The film is
Marvel's last big-screen outing
before Doomsday, the long-await-
ed culmination of multiple super-

Studios president Kevin Feige

hero story arcs after Avengers:

Endgame. Marvel films released

since Endgame have struggled to

the

this

attract the same broad audiences
as they did at their peak. Big
budget films like The Marvels
and Thunderbolts recouped their
production costs but were among
studio's
films. Spider-Man remains one of
Marvel's most lucrative franchis-
es, with No Way Home making
nearly $2bn
Cinema attendance has slowed
since the Covid-19 pandemic,
which accelerated the shift to
home-streaming options
Netflix. But the big screen has
staged something of a comeback
year,
American box office takings on
track to pass $10bn for the first
time since 2019. That was helped
by blockbuster hits by including
Toy Story 5, Michael, and The
Super Mario Galaxy Movie
which have made more than $1bn
each. July releases Brand New
Day and The Odyssey - director
Christopher Nolan's take on the
epic Greek poem - are also on
track to top the $1bn mark.

lowest-grossing

in ticket sales.

like
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Flight attendants reach
'tentative’' deal to end
Canada's WestJet strike

£

The union representing
flight attendants at
WestJet, Canada's second-
largest airline, says it has
reached a "tentative agree-
ment" to end strike action.
The strike, which began on
Sunday, forced some 600
flights to be cancelled dur-
ing one of the busiest sum-
mer holiday weekends in
the country. It centred on
issues related to pay, specif-
ically compensation for
work cabin staff do when
the plane has yet to take off
- known as ground pay in
the airline industry. "With
the strike now over, flight
attendants will be return-
ing to work," the Canadian
Union of Public Employees
(CUPE) said in a statement
on Monday, adding that the
deal would be put to a vote.
According to CUPE, the
deal, if approved, would
improve upon the current
system for paying cabin
crew "that recognises more
of the work cabin crew are

required to perform and
increases compensation for
that work". Further details
were not given but CUPE
said these would be shared
directly with members
ahead of the vote. Calgary-
based WestJet, which flies
to more than 130 Canadian
and international destina-
tions, said the agreement
would be "transformative
for both our cabin crew and
the airline industry, as well
as sustainable for WestJet."
It added that efforts were
under way to restore servic-
es "as quickly as possible".
Flight attendants and
WestJet have been engaged
in contract negotiations
since September 2025. "We
have been clear about what
needs to change, and we
have worked hard to reach
a fair deal,” said Alia
Hussain, president of the
CUPE 8125 union, adding
the union's goal was to
reach an agreement with-
out disrupting air travel.

US AND JAPAN TAKE ACTION TO
PROP UP YEN IN RARE JOINT MOVE

Japan and the US have con-
firmed that they jointly
intervened last week to halt
a slide in the yen after it fell
to a fresh 40-year low. The
joint intervention is the first
since 2011, when both coun-
tries took coordinated
action to weaken the yen
after the devastating earth-
quake and tsunami that hit
eastern Japan. Both Japan's
Ministry of Finance and US
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent have said that they
will not hesitate to conduct
more joint interventions in
the future. It highlights both
countries' efforts to prevent
a sell-off in the yen and
Japanese government bonds
from having an impact on
the global economy, includ-
ing potentially helping to
push up borrowing costs for
Washington. Bank of Japan
data indicated that Tokyo
may have sold almost $59bn
of US dollars to buy yen
when it intervened in New
York markets on Thursday,
before Friday's confirmed
joint intervention with
Washington. The US has not
confirmed the size of its
intervention, but a Reuters
photograph of a notepad in
front of Bessent during a
cabinet meeting on Friday
read: "To Do: Buy Japanese
Yen $5-10 bil". Shigeto Nagai,
head of Japan economics at

Oxford Economics, told the

BBC: "The United States
agreed to participate in the
coordinated intervention
because it serves its national
interests by offering the
prospect of significant bene-
fits at a low cost." The two
countries are expected to
continue to intervene "inter-
mittently in a coordinated
manner for some time", he
added. "Even if the actual
amount of intervention is
not particularly large, the
prolonged sense of vigilance
regarding intervention will
be effective in deterring
speculators." The yen is his-
torically weak mainly due to
Japan having much lower
central bank interest rates
than other major economies
like the US. That makes the

Japanese currency

less

attractive to international
investors. The Bank of
Japan last raised interest
rates in June, as it increased
its main rate to 1% - the

highest level since
September 1995. In compari-
son, the US Federal

Reserve's benchmark rate is
in a range of 3.50% to 3.75%.
Japan also faces other issues
including a decades-long
slide in its working-age pop-
ulation, low productivity
and a heavy reliance on
energy imports that are
priced in US dollars. On
Monday, Japan's finance
ministry said Friday's inter-
vention with the US
Treasury Department
"countered excessive volatil-
ity and disorderly move-

ments in the Japanese yen

in recent months". The
"coordinated foreign
exchange actions countered
disorderly yen movements,"
Bessent said in a social
media post. "We strongly
support Japan's decisive
market and monetary steps
to correct the substantial
undervaluation of the yen,"
he added. "They have a
weakening yen, and they
wanted a little bit of help.
And we're always there for
Japan," US  President
Donald Trump told
reporters on Sunday. The
dollar fell by 0.2% to 157.07
yen after Trump's com-
ments, well off the 40-year
high of 164 last month, but
rose back to 157.70 yen after
the Japanese finance min-

istry's statement.

ANTHROPIC'S CLAUDE Al
ESCAPES TO HACK INTO
THREE ORGANISATIONS

TEST ENVIRONMENT
NO INTERNET ACCESS

US technology firm
Anthropic says its AI mod-
els hacked into the systems
of three organisations on
their own, during a private
security experiment. The
models found a weakness in
what was supposed to be an
isolated test environment
and connected to the inter-
net. It comes just days after
rival OpenAl said that its
models had breached the
systems of other companies,
including AI tools hub
Hugging Face. The
announcement prompted
Anthropic to check whether
its own systems had carried
out similar attacks. It says it
uncovered three cases
which have since been
reported to the affected com-
panies. Anthropic, which
did not name the organisa-
tions, urged other Al labs to
perform similar reviews to
better understand the risks
of their models' capabilities.
Anthropic said in a state-
ment it reviewed more than
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140,000 tests to find evidence
Claude - its family of Al
models - had managed to get
online even though it was
supposed to be in an isolated
test environment, cut off
from the internet. The tests
included exercises in which
Claude was tasked with
obtaining "secret" informa-
tion hidden on another
machine on the closed-off
network. It was then told to
get the information by
breaking into the machine
and finding it - a common
way that experts assess a
model's hacking capabili-
ties. A "misconfiguration”
on systems run by
Anthropic and its testing
partner left the models with
live internet access.
Treating it all as still part of
the same exercise, Claude
then connected to the inter-
net and breached the sys-
tems of three real organisa-
tions rather than just test
ones, the San Francisco-
based firm said.

Xbox Series X price hiked by £170 due
to rising memory chip costs

Microsoft has increased
the price of Xbox consoles
worldwide, citing rising
memory and storage chip
costs. Its premium Series
X console with a disc
drive will now cost £670,
when it previously
retailed for £500.
Meanwhile a baseline
Xbox Series S console
now costs £430 - a roughly
43% increase on its previ-
ous £300 price tag. It is
among a host of tech firms
to have told consumers
that spiralling component
costs mean they must
charge more, with rival
Sony hiking PlayStation 5
prices by £90 in March.
Microsoft said in June it
had "hoped another price
increase would not be
necessary", but blamed
the rising cost of console
storage and memory for
needing to raise prices on
consumers. In the US, its
basic consoles rose by
$100 to $499, and the cost
of a console with more
memory increased by $150
to $749. Similar increases
have been revealed in the
EU as well - where a

Series S console with
more storage will cost
roughly 200 more than it
did before. As well as

Sony increasing
PlayStation prices, Steam
Machine maker Valve
launched its PC-console
hybrid at a much higher
cost than expected. Both
likewise pointed to
mounting costs for the
hardware and storage
components needed to
power their devices. Once
a cheap part used to pro-
vide computers and a

range of gadgets with
short-term memory, ran-
dom-access memory
(RAM) has shot up in
price due, in part, to
demand from AI firms.
Prices for graphics cards,
a key component of con-
soles and gaming PCs,
have also gone up
because of their use in
generating AI content.
But large tech firms have
faced criticism for pass-
ing such costs to con-
sumers particularly
when it can mean paying

eye-watering amounts for
products released years
ago. X user
@BlackPanthaa called
the new Xbox Series S
price "absolutely disgust-
ing", while a Reddit user
said it was "highway rob-
bery for a console
released 6 years ago'.
Some fear console prices -
which have essentially
been raised across the
board in recent months -
could go higher still. "This
ain't even the -ceiling,"
wrote Windows Central
editor Jez Corden on X of
Xbox's price increases.
Amazon's gaming boss
recently told the BBC
increasing hardware costs
may lead more people to
ditch consoles and stream
games instead. Xbox has
also seen its own struggles
lately, with owner
Microsoft recently reveal-
ing revenues had dipped
across its gaming division.
In July, it initiated what
executives called "the most
significant restructure in
Xbox history" with approx-
imately 3,200 reductions
across its workforce.

APPLE WARNS OF FUTURE 'SUPPLY
CONSTRAINTS' FOR MAC, IPHONE, IPAD

Apple spooked Wall Street on
Thursday by warning it
expected a "significant" hit
from growing supply con-
straints for its most popular
products. Shares in the com-
pany fell in after-hours trad-
ing by more than 7%, even as
it showed a 16% increase in
revenue to $109b (£81b)
thanks in part to unexpected-
ly high iPhone sales, and a
26% increase in profits to
$29b. Outgoing chief execu-
tive Tim Cook said while the
impact of supply constraints
had already shown up with
the availability of Mac com-
puters, it was expected to
worsen and spread to affect
iPhone and iPad products.
"We're seeing some very sig-
nificant constraints current-
ly with limited flexibility in
the supply chain to remedy
it," Cook said. One of the sup-
ply constraints was in key
chip components of Apple's
products, the firm said.
Devices such as Macs and
iPhones require micro-
processors with "advanced
nodes" - essentially computer
chip technology that allows
them to operate more quickly
- most of which Apple has
manufactured through
TSMC, which is based in

Cook

Taiwan.
insisted that the core issue
was unexpected demand,
mainly for iPhone and Mac
products. Sales of those prod-

However,

ucts grew 22% and 25%
respectively during the June
quarter. Earlier this year,
Apple said its iPhone 17 was
so in demand that its launch
was the biggest in the compa-
ny's history. "This is not a
regular supply issue, it's a
demand forecast issue to be
candid," Cook added. "We've
got a quarter ahead where
well be scrambling on the
supply side." Apple also
noted that its gross margin,
or the amount of money it
keeps from every sale, was
2% larger than it otherwise

would have been during the
last three months because of
tariff refunds. That would
mean the company received
roughly $1.1b in such
refunds, according to calcula-
tions by the BBC. Cook said
Apple intended to "reinvest
the tariff refunds into the
US". The company previous-
ly said it intended to put
$600b toward building out
more domestic manufactur-
ing over the next four years.
China is currently the largest
manufacturer of Apple's
products. Cook also
addressed Apple's impending
public relaunch of Siri, an AT
assistant that the company
has seemingly struggled to
make competitive in an era of

proliferating AI chatbots
from the likes of OpenAI and
Anthropic. While the new
version of Siri Al is still in
public beta, essentially a test-
ing phase before broader
release, Cook said it is part of
"an enormous opportunity
for Apple going forward in
AL" "The ability to run on
device is also very strategic,
and sort of a competitive
weapon, if you will," Cook
said. He added that negotia-
tions with authorities in the
European Union about
releasing the new version of
Siri are ongoing with the goal
of making it available "to
everyone, everywhere at the
same time." Boom in
Amazon cloud boosts stocks
Investors proved less con-
cerned with Amazon's future
performance, pushing the
company's stock up 10% in
after hours trading. Despite
showing free cash flow of neg-
ative $7.6bn due to massive
and ongoing spending on Al
projects, Amazon's core busi-
nesses grew enough to offset
any immediate worry on
Wall Street. Free cash flow is
metric that details how much
money is left over after a
company pays for operations
and investments.
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Ariana Grande to take
a break from public life
amid 'endless' scrutiny

Ariana Grande is to take a
"much-deserved  break"
from public appearances
and will no longer star in
an upcoming musical pro-
duction in London when
she ends her Eternal
Sunshine tour next month.
A representative for the US
singer, 33, told People mag-
azine that she "will be tak-
ing a step back from visibil-
ity" when the tour ends,
after her appearances led to
"endless, ongoing public
scrutiny". The company
behind a revival of Stephen
Sondheim's Sunday in the
Park with George, due to
play at the Barbican in
2027, confirmed that she
would no longer be part of
the production and had its
"complete understanding
and support". Grande's
physical appearance and
health have been a topic of
speculation in recent years.
This speculation has
increased since the release
of her latest album, Petal,
which came out on Friday,
and her appearance in pro-
motional material for the
launch. In the music video,
Grande plays a performer
who is repeatedly told in
auditions that she is "not

good enough", is "desper-
ate" and that she "should
get some work done" then
that she has "too much
work done." The character
eventually takes a chain-
saw to the critics. Grande's
representative stressed to
People that the star was
looking forward to finish-
ing her tour "on a high
note, both healthily and
happily, and then taking a
much-deserved break from
public-facing work and
appearances, which has led
to endless, ongoing public
scrutiny". They added: "She
performs a very physical
show, and there is a lot of
athleticism involved. She
performs healthily and suc-
cessfully at a very high
level night after night."
Fans expressed a combina-
tion of support for the star
and concern about her well-
being, with the message
#weloveyouariana trend-
ing on social media. Her
tour continues in Chicago
on Monday, with three
dates at the city's United
Center. It will then move to
London's O2 arena for 10
dates from 15 August, with
the tour concluding there
on 1 September.
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B Sudan army drone strike on court session kills 35, rights group says

Iran says it is in talks with Oman but not the
US after Trump says negotiations to resume

Iran says it is negotiating
with Oman to reach "an
understanding" over a tempo-
rary route through the Strait
of Hormuz to allow commer-
cial shipping to resume. The
statement came after US
President Donald Trump said
new talks on ending the war
in Iran would begin on
Monday - and that he had
called off "massive" strikes on
the country for this purpose.
Trump did not specify who
would take part in the talks.
Earlier he had said the
"perimeters" of a deal had
been agreed - and would
include reopening Hormuz,
the vital waterway whose clo-
sure by Iran has sent oil
prices soaring. In its
response, Iran said it was not
negotiating with the US - and
had no plans to do so. Foreign
ministry spokesman Esmaeil

Baghaei added that Tehran
was negotiating with Oman
to reach "an understanding
over a path to ensure the
security of shipping passage
through the
Hormuz". Tehran has repeat-
edly closed off the strait since
the US and Israel started

Strait  of

attacks on the country in
February. Talks to end the
conflict - mostly facilitated by

mediators - collapsed last
month, ending a ceasefire
agreed in April. Trump has
repeatedly vowed that a nego-
tiated end to the war is near,
only for tit-for-tat strikes to

resume. Speaking on board
Air Force One on Sunday, he
said Iran "knew the extent" of
the planned US strikes
"because they saw it form-
ing", adding: "We're talking to
them in the form of a negotia-
tion. It begins tomorrow
afternoon." Trump declined
to outline a deadline for a deal
to be struck with Tehran,
adding: "We'll just see how it
is. We're ready to go anytime
we want... I'm not looking to
kill people." Trump added
that Saudi Arabia's Crown
Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman - as well as US part-
ners such as the United Arab
Emirates and Qatar - had
urged him against conduct-
ing strikes over the weekend.
"We were all set to go," Trump
said. "The reason they asked
is [that] they think there's a
deal," he said.

Aung San Suu Kyi appears healthy in first
confirmed outside contact for 2.5 years

Detained Burmese leader
Aung San Suu Kyi has been
allowed to meet a delegation
from the International
Committee of the Red Cross,
the first confirmed outside
contact with her since a let-
ter to her son two and a half
years ago. In photographs of
the meeting released by the
military government Suu
Kyi appeared to be healthy.
She was detained shortly
after the armed forces
deposed her government in
2021, and sentenced her to
33 years in jail on what are
widely viewed as trumped-
up charges, though her sen-
tence has been reduced and
she has been moved to
house arrest. Despite
repeated assurances from
the military that Suu Kyi is
alive and well, they have
never provided convincing
evidence of this. Her son
Kim Aris has in recent
months mounted an inter-
national campaign demand-
ing proof of life for the 81-
year-old democracy icon.
Now a delegation from the
ICRC has been allowed to
meet her — her first con-
firmed meeting with any-

one outside the government
for nearly four years.
Photographs released of her
with the ICRC team led by
its representative Arnaud
de Baecque show Suu Kyi
looking relaxed and well,
although no details of her
state of health have been
given, nor of what they
talked about. "The visit was
carried out in accordance
with the ICRC's standards
and procedures for visiting
people deprived of liberty.
This included the opportu-
nity to speak with Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi in pri-
vate," the ICRC said in a

short statement. Kim Aris
welcomed the news, saying
the pictures appear real and
his mother seemed to be in
"good health". "It takes quite
a lot for me to say that
because the military have
spread a lot of disinforma-
tion and false news over the
years, so I've learnt to
ignore a large part of it, but
on this occasion, I think we
can believe what's been
said," he told the BBC's
Newshour programme. The
Myanmar government, still
headed by coup leader Min
Aung Hlaing and dominat-
ed by the military despite

an election held earlier this
year, is trying to end its
diplomatic isolation in a
series of official visits to
neighbouring countries.
Among the top demands
being made of Myanmar's
military leadership is that
they end the aerial bom-
bardment of opposition-
held areas, start negotia-
tions to end the civil war,
and release Aung San Suu
Kyi. They have so far reject-
ed those calls, but the publi-
cation of this morning's
meeting suggests they may
be willing to accede to the
last demand.

Two workers Kkilled in blast
after re-entering quake-hit

i

Japan mal
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Two workers who died in a
shopping mall explosion
that followed a powerful
earthquake in Japan last
week were asked by a boss
to re-enter the building to
secure cash. Their employ-
er, general goods store
Habita, has apologised for
the "loss of two precious
lives". The two were among
38 people who died in the
magnitude 6.8 earthquake
in Kumamoto prefecture on
28 July. Seven of the fatali-
ties were from Aeon Mall.
"The instructions given at
the time were inappropri-
ate, and I truly regret
them," Habita sales director
Goji Yuse said, NHK report-
ed. One of two workers has

1 on boss'
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been named as 22-year-old
Kurumi Otake. The identity
of the other deceased
employee has not been
made public. Otake's family
told local media that she
ran into a relative outside
the Aeon Mall after the
earthquake. She told the
relative that she had to go
back in because her compa-
ny had asked her to move
money from the cash regis-
ter into a safe. This was con-
firmed by two company rep-
resentatives, who attended
Otake'a wake on Sunday
and apologised to her fami-
ly. He added that the compa-
ny was considering how to
proceed with the matter,
NHK reported.

Hundreds flee fighting in
northern Ethiopia as fears
rise of return to civil war

Hundreds of Ethiopians
from the Tigray region
have crossed into neigh-
bouring Sudan following
fighting between regional
forces and the Ethiopian
army over the weekend.
In one of the most serious
confrontations since the
end of the civil war in the
area four years ago,
intense clashes broke out
on Saturday morning in
Shererina, near the bor-
der with Sudan. A mem-
ber of the Tigray People's
Liberation Front (TPLF)
said the violence, which
continued into Sunday,
involved heavy artillery
and drones. The two-year
civil war in northern
Ethiopian between the
TPLF and the federal gov-
ernment, which led to the
deaths of hundreds of
thousands of people,
ended with an African
Union-brokered peace
deal in 2022. But there are
fears there could be a
return to full-scale con-
flict as the deal has not
been fully implemented
and the TPLF is back in
control of Tigray after
pushing out the interim
administration that was
created as part of the res-
olution of the conflict.
There are also concerns
that the fighting could
become a proxy for the
Sudanese civil war, with
accusations that the war-
ring parties there are
backing opposing sides in
Ethiopia. Both the TPLF
and the federal authori-
ties blamed each other for

Saturday's clashes. The
TPLF-led regional admin-
istration accused the fed-
eral government  of
launching an "open war"
in the Shererina area. It
said the offensive violated
the peace agreement and
was aimed at "subjugat-
ing and dividing" the peo-
ple of Tigray. The federal
government and the fed-
eral army have not issued
an official statement but
minister Abraham Belay
confirmed that clashes
had occurred. In a social
media post, he accused
the "TPLF clique" of start-
ing the fighting and
warned of "worse conse-
quences" if the conflict
continued. The minister
also called for dialogue,
saying disputes should be
resolved through peaceful
negotiations rather than
war. "Today, it is better to
reach out for peace before
destruction,"” he wrote.
The death toll from the
weekend's fighting was
not clear but Sudanese
medical and local sources
told the AFP news agency
that civilians and wound-
ed fighters fled across the
border, while witnesses
reported hearing explo-
sions, heavy gunfire, and
aircraft throughout
Saturday. Shererina, a
small locality in western
Tigray, is strategically
sensitive because western
Tigray has been disputed
between Tigray and
Amhara, the regional
state just to the south,
since the civil war.
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Russia says six killed and 40 injured by Ukrainian drone hitting busy beach

MASSIVE ATTACK RESPOND AFTER

SINGAPORE BAN O

Massive Attack have said
they were "surprised and dis-
appointed" by their treat-
ment by Singaporean author-
ities after expressing pro-
Palestine sentiments during
a performance in the city-
state. The group wrote on
Instagram on Sunday that its
members were "detained by
the police, isolated and sepa-
rately questioned", with
some subject to hotel room
searches and temporary
passport confiscation. The
band's two members held up
a Palestinian flag during its
29 July show there and shout-
ed "free Palestine" alongside
members of the audience.
Singapore, which has strin-
gent rules on public speech
and assembly, subsequently
said it had indefinitely
banned Massive Attack from
returning to the country. A
police spokeswoman told the

BBC on Friday that the two
band members would not be
allowed to re-enter Singapore
and were barred from per-
forming there. Robert Del
Naja and Grant Marshall
were "given stern warnings"
concerning alleged offences
under two laws that restrict
the public display of foreign
flags and regulate political
expressions at public events.

VER PALESTIN

Massive Attack said that
before the show and again at
the end "large sections of the
auditorium organically led
chants of 'Free Palestine', pre-
sumably aware but unde-
terred that this spontaneous
expression alone could vio-
late their government's cen-
sorship laws". The band did
not address the ban directly,
but described the situation as

E DISPLAY

a "surreal experience" and
said they "did not imagine
that merely holding up the
flag of a sovereign state
recognised by 157 countries
would violate any law". They
added that they were "proud
to have made the impromptu
expression" with fans in
Singapore, who "clearly felt a
moral imperative to show
solidarity with the people of
Palestine". The  band's
Instagram post, which has
been liked by 146,000 users,
was flooded with supportive
messages from fans. "Many
of us in Singapore have
grown up learning to be care-
ful with what we say, how
loudly we say it, and when it's
safer to stay silent," wrote
one Instagram user. "Thank
you for standing with
Palestine... and for showing
us that integrity can still take
centre stage."
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Jasprit Bumrah Ruled Out Of Sri
BCCI Names Replacement

Lanka Tests,

India pacer Jasprit Bumrah
has been ruled out of the
upcoming two-match Test
series against Sri Lanka due
to injury, BCCI confirmed on
Monday. The star pacer has
not yet fully recovered from
the left knee injury sustained
during the ODI series against
England. Apart from this
news, the Indian cricket
board also informed that
Jammu and Kashmir seamer
Augqib Nabi will be replacing
Bumrah in the squad. Nabi,
who represented Delhi
Capitals in IPL 2026, has
received his maiden India
call-up. "The Men's Selection
Committee has named Auqib
Nabi as Bumrah's replace-
ment. The Jammu and
Kashmir fast bowler earns
his maiden call-up to the sen-
ior national team," the BCCI
said in a statement. The 29-
year-old Nabi, who hails
from a remote village in
Kashmir's Baramulla, is the
third player from J&K after
Parvez Rasool and Umran
Malik to get a senior national
team call-up. Rasool and
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Malik played for India in lim-
ited overs format. Nabi had
claimed 104 wickets across
the last two Ranji Trophy
seasons, including 60 wickets
in the 2025-26 campaign, play-
ing a pivotal role in Jammu
and Kashmir's maiden Ranji
Trophy triumph. He is also a
handy customer with the bat.
He was also part of the India
A squad that toured Sri
Lanka recently, where he
claimed six wickets in two
first-class matches. Pace
spearhead Bumrah has been
ruled out after the swelling in
his knee turned out to be
more serious than it initially

looked. The Sports Science
team in Bengaluru's Centre
of Excellence was in no mood
to rush the seasoned pacer to
the grind of international
cricket, keeping in mind a
packed calendar ahead. The
32-year-old had missed out on
the third ODI against
England at the Lord's last
month after sustaining an
impact injury. B Sai
Sudharsan's participation in
the series is subject to fitness
clearance as he is still steadi-
ly recovering from a foot
injury that he sustained dur-
ing the recent India A series
in the Island nation.

'Justice Done': Social Media Reacts
As Auqib Nabi Receives India Test
Call-Up Against Sri Lanka

Jammu and Kashmir fast
bowler Augib Nabi was
included in the India squad
for the upcoming Test
series against Sri Lanka
after Jasprit Bumrah was
ruled out due to injury.
Nabi was not part of the ini-
tial squad but was named
as Bumrah's replacement
after the star pacer failed to
recover in time from a left
knee injury that he sus-
tained during the ODI
series against England.
Nabi became the first play-
er from Jammu and
Kashmir to receive a Test
callup and fans were
delighted with the decision
due to his brilliant show in

domestic cricket. Nabi,
who was bought by Delhi
Capitals for Rs 8.4 crore,
had a breakthrough Ranji
Trophy season in 2025-26
and social media users
praised the fact that he was
ultimately rewarded with
his first-ever Test call-up.
Despite dominating the
domestic circuit over the
past two seasons by picking
an astonishing 104 wickets,
including a 60-wicket cam-
paign that  propelled
Jammu & Kashmir to a his-
toric maiden Ranji Trophy
title earlier this year, the
right-arm pacer, also a use-
ful lower-order batter, was
continuously passed over.

"Brij Bhushan Intimidated Girls, Used Power': Vinesh
Phogat Says Wrestlers To Appeal Court Verdict
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Ajinkya Rahane's Huge Praise For
Team India After 'Fantastic'
Commonwealth Games 2026 Campaign

Former Indian cricketer
Ajinkya Rahane on
Monday congratulated
the Indian contingent for
its performance at the
Commonwealth Games
2026, praising the medal
winners for making the
nation proud. In a post on
X, Rahane described
India's campaign as fan-
tastic and encouraged
athletes who missed out
on medals to continue
working hard. "A fantas-

tic Commonwealth
Games campaign by
Team India.

Congratulations to all our
medal winners for mak-
ing the nation proud. To
those who missed out on a
medal this time, keep
believing and keep striv-
ing, your dedication and
commitment inspire us
all," Rahane wrote. India
finished fourth in the
medals table at the
Glasgow Commonwealth
Games with 39 medals,
including 13 gold, 17 sil-
ver and nine bronze. Last
week, Rahane announced
his retirement from inter-
national cricket and all

formats through an emo-
tional video shared on
Instagram, bringing the
curtain down on a career
spanning nearly two
decades.In Tests, Rahane
played 85 matches and 144
innings, scoring 5,077
runs, including 12 cen-
turies and 26 fifties, at an
average of 38.46 and a
strike rate of 49.50. In
ODIs, he has featured in
90 matches and 87
innings, scoring 2,962
runs, with 3 centuries
and 24 fifties, at an aver-
age of 35.26 and a strike
rate of 78.63. In T20Is, he
has played 20 matches
and 20 innings, scoring
375 runs, with no cen-
turies and one fifty, at an

average of 20.83 and a

strike rate of 113.29.
Rahane had an undefeat-
ed Test captaincy record,
featuring four wins, two
draws, and the highest
win percentage for an
Indian Test captain with
at least five matches. His
tenure included a memo-
rable comeback victory
in Melbourne and India's
historic triumph at the
Gabba, which ended
Australia's long unbeaten
streak at the venue dur-
ing the 2020-21 Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, which
the Asian Giants won 2-1.
Rahane also led India to a
crucial Test win against
Australia in
Dharamshala in 2017.

In a major setback to India's top
wrestlers, a Delhi court on Monday
acquitted former Wrestling
Federation of India (WFT) chief and
ex-BJP MP Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh in the high-profile sexual
harassment case filed by female
wrestlers. Co-accused Vinod Tomar,
former WFI assistant secretary, was
also acquitted of all charges. The ver-
dict was pronounced by Additional
Chief Judicial Magistrate Ashwini
Panwar at the Rouse Avenue Courts.
Responding swiftly to the verdict,
Vinesh Phogat and Bajrang Punia
expressed deep disappointment at the
court's decision but affirmed that the
women wrestlers, who had accused
Brij Bhushan of sexual harassment,
have decided to challenge the deci-
sion in a higher court. In a joint state-
ment released shortly after the ver-
dict, Vinesh and Bajrang highlighted
the immense hurdles faced by the ath-
letes since taking to the streets at
Jantar Mantar in early 2023. "We had
to gather a lot of courage to take to the
streets and get an FIR registered

against a powerful politician of the
ruling party. Using power and muscle
power, Brij Bhushan intimidated
many girls into withdrawing their
names," the statement read.
"However, several women wrestlers
stood firm and kept fighting against
Brij Bhushan in court. We are deeply
saddened that the court did not find
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh guilty of
the sexual violence allegations made
by the women wrestlers." Vinesh fur-

ther claimed that the athletes further
alleged that the systemic state
machinery acted in unison to protect
Brij Bhushan since the allegations
first surfaced. "From day one, the
entire state machinery, the govern-
ment, and this system have been
working to protect Brij Bhushan," the
statement further read. Despite the
adverse trial court ruling, Vinesh has
confirmed that the women wrestlers'
legal team has already been instruct-

ed to file an appeal. "The women
wrestlers have instructed their
lawyers to appeal against this verdict,
and it will be filed as soon as possible.
We have not lost hope, and the
wrestlers will continue their fight,"
her statement concluded. The case
stems from widespread protests
staged by India's prominent Olympic
and international wrestlers, includ-
ing Vinesh, Sakshi Malik, and
Bajrang, in early 2023, demanding
Brij Bhushan's arrest over alleged
sexual harassment spanning several
years. Following intervention from
the Supreme Court, Delhi Police filed
two FIRs and subsequently submit-
ted a 1,500-page chargesheet in June
2023 under Sections 354 (outraging
modesty), 354A (sexual harassment),
354D (stalking), and 506(1) (criminal
intimidation) of the Indian Penal
Code. While Brij Bhushan welcomed
the court's judgment, stating he had
been "acquitted with honour," the
legal battle is far from over as the
complainants prepare to move the
High Court.

Food Poisoning Cost Me CWG 2026 Gold:
Star India Triple Jumper

Commonwealth Games bronze medallist
Selva Prabhu believes food poisoning denied
him a shot at the gold medal in Glasgow, say-
ing a performance close to his personal best
would have been enough to top the podium.
Selva won bronze in the men's triple jump
with an effort of 16.52m, finishing behind com-
patriot Praveen Chithravel (16.58m) and
Scotland's Jordon Scott (16.72m). "I wish I had
gotten that gold. I was really hoping for gold,
but what can be done when illness and food
poisoning strike before the competition
begins? I feel that, in the end, there is always a
cost to yourself. I am mentally tough, so I
decided that whatever happens, I will do it and
keep pushing myself," Selva told PTI after
returning from Glasgow on Monday. The
Tamil Nadu athlete said the illness affected
his performance and rued missing a golden
opportunity, as a jump close to his personal
best of 17.06m would have comfortably
secured the title. "I should have stayed
healthy, but there's always next time. I'm
always ready.

In-Form Tanvi Sharma, Fit-Again Kidambi
Srikanth Headline Indian Challenge In Korea

Newly-crowned Taipei
Open champion Tanvi
Sharma and a fit-again
Kidambi Srikanth will look
to continue India's impres-
sive run on the internation-
al circuit when they spear-
head the country's chal-
lenge at the Korea Masters
Super 300 badminton tour-
nament, beginning in Asan,
Korea on Tuesday. Tanvi,
the 17-year-old from

300 or higher-level title,

ver medallist, looked in

television and film indus-

Punjab, produced a sensa-
tional performance to
clinch her maiden BWF
World Tour title after
defeating Vietnam's sixth
seed Thuy Linh Nguyen in
the final of the Taipei Open
on Sunday. The historic tri-
umph made her only the
second Indian women's sin-
gles player to win the
Taipei Open, joining Saina
Nehwal (2008). She also
became only the fourth
Indian women's singles
shuttler to secure a Super

joining an elite club com-
prising Saina, PV Sindhu
and Devika Sihag. The feat
has put her in the spotlight
and expectations will be
high from the Indian this
week as she opens her cam-
paign against a qualifier.
India has six players in the
men's singles and 10 in the
women's singles main
draws of the USD 250,000
event. In the men's singles,
third seed Srikanth, a 2021
World Championships sil-

good rhythm as he reached
the final of the US Open but
was forced to withdraw
from the Canada Open the
following week due to a fit-
ness issue. Now back to full
fitness, the former world
No. 1 will begin his cam-
paign against Israel's Daniil
Dubovenko. Kiran George
has drawn a qualifier in the
opening round and could
face eighth seed Wang Po-
Wei of Chinese Taipei in the
pre-quarterfinals.

Former South Africa pacer
and current India men's
cricket team bowling coach
Morne Morkel is set to make
an appearance on the popu-
lar reality show Khatron Ke
Khiladi. The 15th season of
the stunt-based show pre-
miered on August 1, with
filmmaker Rohit Shetty
returning as host. Over the
years, Khatron Ke Khiladi
has established itself as one
of India's most popular reali-
ty shows, featuring several
prominent names from the

tries. However, Morkel's
appearance as a guest has
come as a surprise to many
fans. In the first episode of
the season, Shetty intro-
duced Morkel to the contest-
ants while warning them
about the challenges
involved in the stunt.
"Khatron Ke Khiladi ke iti-
haas mein ab jo hone wala
hai, vo aaj tak nahi hua. (A
historic moment in Khatron
Ke Khiladi is about to
unfold)," Shetty tells the con-

India Coach Enters Reality Show Khatron Ke
Khiladi, Rattles Contestants With The Ball

testants as he introduces
Morkel. As part of the task,
participants are required to
catch deliveries bowled by
Morkel, putting both their
reflexes and courage to the
test. The former South Africa
pacer is later seen intimidat-
ing the contestants with his
raw pace, consistently clock-
ing speeds between 140 and
150 kmph. Morkel, who cur-
rently serves as India's fast-
bowling coach,
renowned for troubling bat-
ters during his playing
career with his express pace
and bounce. He represented
South Africa in 86 Tests, 117
ODIs and 44 T20Is, taking a
total of 544 wickets across
formats. Apart from his
achievements in interna-
tional cricket, the right-arm
pacer also enjoyed a suc-
cessful IPL career, repre-
senting Rajasthan Royals,
Delhi Capitals and Kolkata
Knight Riders.
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Aryna Sabalenka Aims To
Bounce Back In Toronto After
Wimbledon Disappointment

Neeraj Chopra's Last-Minute Advice To Yashvir Singh
That Resulted In India's 2nd Javelin Medal At CWG

Yashvir Singh credited a simple
piece of last-second advice from
Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra
for producing the throw of his life,
as the Indian javelin thrower
surged from seventh place to
clinch a bronze medal at the
Glasgow Commonwealth Games.
After the penultimate round,
Yashvir was in seventh place with
a best throw of 81.33m, while
South Africa's Douw Smit occu-
pied third spot with an effort of
82.88m. "I had to overcome the
adverse conditions. Neeraj moti-
vated me before my final throw
and supported me. He told me to
keep the javelin in one line, and it
paid off," Yashvir told PTI on
Monday after receiving a hero's

welcome on his return from the
Commonwealth Games at Delhi's
IGI Airport. "This was one of the
biggest tournaments of my life, so
my only aim was to give my 100
per cent effort and leave nothing
behind. I wanted to produce my
personal best there. I am happy
that I achieved a personal best of
85.41 metres and also won the
bronze medal with that perform-
ance," he said. While hurling the
javelin, keeping the spear in one
line (or aligned with the shoulder)
is an important technique as it
helps maximise distance while
reducing strain on the throwing
arm. When PTI asked what exact-
ly he did to follow Neeraj's advice,
Yashvir explained that it meant

holding the javelin near ear level,
keeping his shoulders aligned in
the direction of the throw, draw-
ing back his arm and the javelin
in a straight line, and releasing it
over his shoulder along that same
line. Yashvir admitted he compet-
ed without any pressure as the
spotlight was on Neeraj and his
rivals, including Olympic and
defending champion Arshad
Nadeem, Sri Lanka's Rumesh
Pathirage and South Africa's
Anderson Peters. "I had no pres-
sure as the focus was on Neeraj,
Nadeem and Rumesh. I just had to
give my 100 per cent effort. I kept
telling myself to achieve my per-
sonal best. God was Kkind and it
happened," he signed off.

Aryna Sabalenka's world
number one ranking will be
on the line at the WTA 1000

tournament in Toronto,
where the Belarusian star
aims to extend her hard
court dominance in the
build up to her US Open title
defense. Sabalenka has won
23 of her 24 hard court
matches this year, the lone
defeat her loss to Elena
Rybakina in the Australian
Open final. But she was
turfed out in the quarter-
finals on the clay of Roland
Garros and fell to Naomi
Osaka in the round of 16 on
the grass courts of
Wimbledon. If Sabalenka
fails to reach the round of 16
in Toronto, Kazakhstan's
Rybakina can rise to num-
ber one if she lifts the trophy.
Sabalenka has never made it
past the semifinals in
Canada, which alternates
each year between Montreal
and Toronto, but she said
she was feeling rested and
ready to reassert herself
after taking time off in the
wake of her All England
Club exit. "Clay and grass, I
wouldn't say they were that
bad," she said. "I was trying a
couple of things, didn't go the

way that I expected. And
now were kind of back to
basics and I really hope it's
going to work out well."
Sabalenka had exited
Wimbledon saying she want-
ed to "forget about tennis".
She did that with a summer
holiday on the Greek island
of Mykonos. "I think the rest
was much-needed," she told
reporters on Sunday. "I
spent there five, six days
maybe. I felt much better, I
couldn't wait to get back on
court and start working
towards my goals for this
swing." Sabalenka heads a
top half of the draw that also
includes two-time winner
Jessica Pegula, the third
seed, 2024 finalist Amanda
Anisimova and seventh-
seeded Iga Swiatek of
Poland. Former world num-
ber one Swiatek, a six-time
Grand Slam champion, will
be aiming to regroup after
slumping to a third-round
defeat at  Wimbledon.
Rybakina anchors a bottom
half of the draw that also
includes fourth-seeded Coco
Gauff, four-time Grand Slam
champion Osaka and newly
crowned Wimbledon cham-
pion Linda Noskova.
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“1 WILL CONTINUE MAKING FILMS FOR
AS LONG AS I BREATHE”: M.S. RAJU

gadha Offers a Powerful

Story with a Fresh

Screenplay”: M.S. Raju

Produced by Kashi
Visalakshi Balusu under the
Sri Adi Varaha Productions
banner and presented by Ajay
KR, Agadha is written and
directed by renowned film-
maker M.S. Raju. The film
stars Kamakshi Bhaskarla,
Shravan Reddy, Ulka Gupta,
Jovika Vijaykumar, Bhanu
Chander, Shiju, Vanitha
Vijaykumar, Roshan Basheer,
Shreya Rani Reddy, Viva
Raghava, Robert Master, Arna
Muller, and Kanakavva in piv-
otal roles. The film is slated for
a grand theatrical release on
August 14. Ahead of its release,
the makers unveiled the trail-

er at a grand event on
Monday. Dr. KVLN Raju
attended the event as the chief

guest.

M.S. Raju Speaks
"Thank you to everyone who
came to the Agadha trailer
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launch. I hope you all liked the
trailer. I am grateful to Ajay
garu and Kashi Visalakshi
garu for standing by me

throughout this journey. Even
The Origin of Agadha
received an overwhelming
response and went viral.

In the coming promotional
events, I'll speak more about
every member of our team.
Agadha is releasing on August
14, which I consider to be a
very auspicious date. I sincere-
ly hope every film releasing
that day turns out to be a suc-
cess. Audiences always
encourage films that offer
quality content.

Agadha was by no means an
easy film to make. Despite its
extensive VFX and graphics
work, we completed it withina
year. Rakesh has delivered a
phenomenal musical score.
Making a purely devotional
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film itself is a challenge, so we
have carefully blended spiritu-
al elements with entertain-
ment that appeals to today's
youth and Gen Z audiences.
Retirement  has never
appealed to me. As long as I
have breath in me, I will con-
tinue making films. I always
cast actors based solely on
who best fits the character.
Just as Mahesh Babu was the
perfect choice for Okkadu,
Prabhas for  Varsham,
Siddharth for Nuvvostanante
Nenoddantana, and Uday
Kiran for Manasantha Nuvve,
every actor in Agadha is per-
fectly cast. Shravan,
Kamakshi, Jovika, and Ulka
have all delivered exceptional
performances.

‘Who cares

anymore?’

Hrithik reacts to
‘Sorry Hrithik’ trend

The internet may be
ready to apologise to
Hrithik Roshan, but
the Bollywood superstar
isn’t interested in accept-

ing sympathy simply
because public opinion
has turned against

Kangana Ranaut. The old
Hrithik-Kangana contro-
versy returned to social
media after CJP’s Saurav
Das joked that his friends
compared him to a young
Hrithik while questioning
why Kangana was repeat-

edly attacking him. Soon,
“We need to apologise to
Hrithik Roshan” began
trending, with netizens
revisiting the actors’
explosive 2016 feud.
Writer and influencer
Freddy Birdy also joined
the conversation by shar-
ing a post that read, “The
world owes an apology to
Hrithik Roshan.” The post
eventually caught
Hrithik’s attention, but his
response wasn’t the victo-
ry lap many expected.

CHENNAI LOVE STORY WINNING THE LOVE OF
AUDIENCES AND APPRECIATION FROM THE INDUSTRY
IS THE REAL SUCCESS DIRECTOR : RAVI NAMBURI

Kiran Abbavaram and Sri Gouri Priya
starrer Chennai Love Story has
emerged as a huge box office success,
entering the ?50 crore club. The heart-
touching emotional love story has
impressed audiences across all sections
and has also received appreciation from
critics and film personalities. The film
has once again proved the immense
love Telugu audiences have for roman-
tic dramas.

Speaking about the film's success, debut
director Ravi Namburi expressed his
happiness and shared several interest-
ing aspects about the making of the film
and its success in a recent interview.
"This success has given me the confi-
dence that I was able to present a good
film to the audience in the right way.
More than the box office collections, the
appreciation from the audience and the
emotional connection they have devel-
oped with the film have given me
immense satisfaction. I'm happy that
my very first film has collected over ?50
crore, and to be honest, I had expected
this result." "Sai Rajesh himself narrat-
ed this story to me. The emotions in the

story and the challenge it presented
impressed me so much that I immedi-
ately accepted the responsibility of
directing it. We developed the screen-
play together, and I wrote the dialogues.
Working with Sai Rajesh was a wonder-
ful experience." "T'm extremely happy
with the appreciation the dialogues are
receiving. My previous experience
working in the dialogue writing depart-

ment for Maruthi's Prathi Roju
Pandage and Pakka Commercial helped
me a lot while working on this film."

"T suggested casting Sri Gouri Priya
because I felt she was perfect for this
character. After discussing it with Sai
Rajesh, we finalized her. She did com-
plete justice to the role and made the
emotional journey of the film even
stronger."

"Kiran Abbavaram did complete justice
to the character of Steven Shankar. I
believe this is one of the most settled
performances of his career so far.
During the shoot, he placed complete
trust in me as a director, gave me as
many shooting days as I needed, and
never pressured me even once. That
gave me tremendous confidence."
"Melody Brahma Mani Sharma is one
of the biggest strengths of this film. His
background score elevated every scene
to another level. Anantha Sriram, Mani
Sharma, and the entire team worked
with a single vision for the story, which
allowed the music, dialogues, and emo-
tions to blend together naturally and
connect strongly with the audience."
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Kalyan Padala Announces Bigg
Boss Agnipariksha Premiere

Date

— August 15, 2026 on

JioHotstar and Star Maa

T he countdown has
officially begun! Bigg

Boss Telugu winner
Kalyan Padala has
announced that Bigg Boss
Agnipariksha will pre-
miere on August 15, 2026,
bringing an exciting new
chapter to audiences on
JioHotstar and Star Maa.
The much-awaited prelude
to the Bigg Boss journey
promises an unforgettable
celebration of dreams,
determination, and trans-
formation. To mark the
announcement, JioHotstar
released an inspiring
launch video showcasing
Kalyan Padala's remark-
able journey—from being a
common man with extraor-
dinary aspirations to
emerging as the winner of

Bigg Boss. The emotional
film celebrates resilience,
perseverance, and the
belief that every dream is
achievable through
courage, passion, and hard
work. The launch video has
already struck a chord with
audiences. One viewer
commented: "Kalyan
Padala's journey inspired
me to dream bigger, work
harder, and never give up."
This heartfelt response
reflects the impact Kalyan's
story continues to have on
aspiring contestants and
fans across the country. His
journey has become a sym-
bol of hope, proving that
ordinary  people can
achieve extraordinary suc-
cess when given the right
opportunity.

PRESENTED BY NANI, STARRING

NITHIIN: ALIAS RUKMINI

In the

announcement

N

A fter the huge success

of 'Court - State vs. A

Nobody', Natural
Star Nani has officially
announced his second film
under Unanimous
Productions. Nithiin is
playing the lead role in this
film and it is being directed

by Muralikant Devasoth of
'Dandora’ fame. Produced
by Deepthi Ganta, the film
has an interesting title
'Alias ??Rukmini' and the

announcement video
released has  further
increased the curiosity
about the film.

video, an interesting con-
versation is heard between
Nani and director
Muralikanth. When the
director says, "I will tell
you the story of Krishna,"
the covers of several
romantic novels written by
a writer named Rukmini
appear.

Looking at them, Nani
asks, "You told me the
story of Krishna... and who
is this Rukmini?" The
video ends interestingly
when Nithin, who appears
as a math teacher, says,
"My wife." This video has
been made to double the
interest without revealing
the real mystery of the
story. The innovative
story, impressive visuals,
interesting background,
and a soothing background
score are raising good
expectations for the film.

The unit of the film organ-
ized a grand celebration
meeting on the successful
completion of 50 days of the
film 'LGBT - A Legal Battle',
which has received appreci-
ation from the audience for
its touching social issue.
Film actors, technicians and
many celebrities attended
the program and congratu-
lated the film team.
Telangana minister Adluri
Laxman, who was the chief
guest of the program, said
that it was Chief Minister

Revanth Reddy's idea that
transgenders should also
have a dignified life in this
society. As a part of that,
Telangana government is
already giving preference to
transgenders in some public
sector organizations, he
said. They wished to move
forward with equal rights
and opportunities with
everyone in the society.
Also praising that this film
is giving a good message to
the society, he announced
that the Telangana State

Telangana Government will provide full support
for LGBT Part 2 Mlnlster Adlurl Laxman

Government will provide
necessary support for the
production of 'LGBT - A
Legal Battle Part-2'. On this
occasion, director P. Sunil
Kumar Reddy said that he is
very happy that the audi-
ence has given his film a 50-
day success. They said that
through this film, they
wanted to instill a sense of
respect for every human
being in the society and
thanked everyone for sup-
porting the message of the
audience.

RAASHI SHOWS
WHY SHE’S
TIMELESSLY
STYLISH

Raashi Khanna is

serving an overdose

of glamour in her lat-
est photoshoot, proving that
nearly one and a half
decades in the industry have
only elevated her style game.
The actress effortlessly
blends confidence with ele-
gance, reminding everyone
why she continues to be one
of the most fashionable faces
in Indian cinema. Dressed in
a black lace bralette, high-
waisted denim, and an over-
sized leather jacket, Raashi
keeps it chic yet bold. Her
soft wavy hair, subtle make-
up, and striking poses make
every frame look effortlessly
glamorous.

SID SRIRAM BRINGS MAGIC TO NEE VENAKE SONG
IN THE RED BAG WITH HIS MESMERIZING VOCALS

T he Red Bag, produced
by Harikrishna

Somisetty under the
Memory Makers banner, is
directed by Ravi Kumar
Seerapu. The film features
Kabir Singh, Prasad
Behara, Radhya, Monika,
Akanksha, Eshan Shankar,
Avinash Badal, Bhargavi,
Raashi, and others in impor-
tant roles. The film has
already created good buzz
with its posters, glimpse,
and teaser, all of which
received a positive
response. Recently, the
energetic Disco Light song
became a chartbuster on
YouTube, adding to the
excitement around the
movie. The makers have
now released another song

titled Nee Venake, a sooth-
ing and beautiful melody.
Sung by Sid Sriram, the

song stands out because of

his soulful voice, which
adds deep emotion to every
line. The lyrics are written
by Tirupati Javana, while
Shekhar Mopuri has com-
posed a pleasant tune that
creates a feel-good mood.
The melody is simple, heart-
felt, and has the potential to
connect instantly with
music lovers. With back-to-
back songs receiving a
warm response, the film's
musical promotions are
helping build strong expec-
tations among the audience.
The makers announced the
movie's release date as
August 21st.
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