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~ Total pilgrims : 77,394

i Tonsures: 31129

Hundi kanukalu: 472 CR

Laddu sale.. 409 Lac
Annaprasadams.2.37 Lac

Waiting Compartments..Outside line
at Silathoranam.

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam
(with out SSD Tokens)..18 H.

Giriraj calls
Mehbooba
'terrorist’

Srinagar, Aug 5 : A political controversy
erupted on Wednesday after Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) Chief and for-
mer Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister
Mehbooba Mufti was seen holding the
National Flag upside down during a pro-
test in Srinagar, drawing sharp criticism
from the Bharatlya Janata Party (BJP).
Muftl had led PDP
Ieaders and workers in
| asit-in outside the

, party office in Srinagar
~ to protest against the
Centre's decision to
revoke Jammu and
Kashmir's special status by abrogat-
ing Articles 370 and 35-A in August
2019. During the demonstration, the
former Chief Minister was seen hold-
ing both the National Flag and the flag
of the erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir.However, the Tricolour
appeared to have been held in an
inverted position, with the saffron band
at the bottom instead of the top.Under
the Flag Code of India, the national flag
must always be displayed in the pre-
scribed manner. Any incorrect display,
including holding it upside down, dis-
playing incorrect proportions or using a
damaged flag, amounts to a violation of
the Flag Code. According to the pre-
scribed rules, the saffron band must
always remain at the top, followed by
the white band with the navy blue
24-spoke Ashoka Chakra in the centre
and the green hand at the bottom.

“vJ4 Farooq Abdullah warns BJP
may replicate J&K model in
ther states if re-elected
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INDIA, CHINA TAKE STEPS TO IMPROVE TIES,
RESTORE PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE LINKS: MEA

New Delhi, Aug 4: India and China have taken several measures to
strengthen people-to-people ties, including the resumption of the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra and restoration of civil aviation connectivity,
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said on Tuesday.

CM Naidu Targets Rs.9.5 Lakh Crore
Investment for Visakha Region

The South India Times
Visakhapatnam:

Andhra  Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu on Wednesday
reviewed the development
plans for the Visakha
Economic Region (VER) and
directed officials to prepare a
comprehensive roadmap to
attract Rs.9.5 lakh crore in
investments across key sec-
tors.

During the review meeting,
the Chief Minister said the
State government would
invest Rs.3.5 lakh crore to Rs.4
lakh crore, while mobilising
Rs.5.3 lakh crore from the pri-
vate sector to accelerate eco-
nomic growth. He said the
proposed Bay City Project
should serve as the anchor
project for the overall develop-
ment of the Visakha Economic
Region.

Naidu stressed that the VER
project should ensure inte-
grated development through
micro-level planning and
asked officials to prepare
region-wise and sector-wise
strategies instead of focusing
on standalone projects.
He identified Al data centres,
port-based industries, tour-

Calcutta HC denies permission to Abhishek
Banerjee to travel abroad for eye treatment

Kolkata (TSIT) : n
A single-judge bench of .
the Calcutta High Court |
on Wednesday denied »

permission to the
Trinamool Congress’
general secretary and the party’s
Diamond Harbour Lok Sabha
member, Abhishek Banerjee, to
travel abroad for ophthalmic
treatment.After a hearing in the

ism, green hydrogen and
clean energy as priority sec-
tors for investment. He also
directed officials to integrate
projects from Mulapeta Port
to the Rajamahendravaram
AKkhanda Godavari Project
into the VER framework to
create a connected economic
corridor.

The Chief Minister empha-
sised convergence of infra-
structure projects and govern-
ment schemes to maximise
economic benefits. He
instructed officials to utilise

matter, the single-judge
bench of Justice Sougata
Bhattacharya observed that
he had earlier advised
Banerjee to first consult
experts from the state-run

the Viability Gap Funding
(VGF) scheme wherever
required to support infra-
structure development and
encourag private investment.
Chief Secretary Sai Prasad
and senior officials from the
Finance, Industries,
Municipal Administration,
Forest, Energy and Tourism
departments attended the
review meeting and discussed
investment strategies, infra-
structure expansion and
implementation plans for the
Visakha Economic Region.

S.S.K.M. Medical College and
Hospital in Kolkata, and on the
basis of that report from the hos-
pital, the court would take a deci-
sion in the matter.

PM hails J&K, Ladakh
transformation

. JOSEPH VLIAY
CHIEF Ml_NlS_T_ERﬁ

EDUCATION

* ¥44,527 crore allocated for
School Education

* 8,393 crore earmarked for
Higher Education

« Free laptops for eligible
students (¥2,000 crore)

* Free bicycles with helmets and
bottle holders

« New initiatives for clean,
drug-free school campuses
« Proposal to establish a new
Government Law College

W=

hospitals

newborns

silk sarees and gold coins
for eligible brides

* Gold rings to be gifted to
babies born in government ‘

* Enhanced benefits for
pregnant women and

TAMIL NADU BUDGET 2026

WELFARE, EDUCATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE .~
The Tamil Nadu government presented i
its first Budget for 2026-27, aiming to achieve a
$1.5 TRILLION ECONOMY BY 2036

\ @ WOMENE
FAMILY WELFARE
* Expansion of marriage
assistance scheme with

Awelfare-oriented

Jj Budsetiocusigon
people, progress and
prosperity

11
B MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS

MINORITY
WELFARE

Haj subsidy for

first-time pilgrims
increased from

‘ ¥25,000 to

¥35,000

platform to improve
public services
« New master plan

+ Affordable housing

income families

Safe Roads Mission

@ INFRASTRUCTURE 6 SPORTS & YOUTH |

« 21,524 crore allocated for
Roads and Highways
« Al-powered governance

proposed for Chennai
initiatives for middle-

« Launch of ‘Namma Salai’
mobile application under

New Delhi (TSIT) :
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=| FINANCE MINISTER

 ¥1,051 crore allocated
for Sports and Youth
Welfare to promote
sports infrastructure
and youth development

GOVERNANCE & ECONOMY

+ Open tender systom nroduced to
eliminate cartelisation in public

.®

) @ VISION FOR THE Fl;Tl;RE
$1.5 TRILLION

ECONOMY BY 2036

Building a prosperous, inclusive and
sustainable Tamil Nadu

OPPOSITION REACTION

Leader of the Opposition
Udhayanidhi Stalin
eriticised the Budget, alleging
lack of a clear roadmap and
questioning the government's
approach on issues including
NEET.

TAMIL NADU BUDGET 2026-27: PEOPLE FIRST, PROGRESS ALWAYS!

Kishan Reddy slams Rahul Gandhi

Rahul Gandhi's
degeneration is
being rejected by
the next generation

Hyderabad (TSIT):

Union Minister for Coal and
Mines G. Kishan Reddy on
Wednesday criticised Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi over his
recent remarks, accusing him
of justifying abusive language
and sending the wrong mes-
sage to the country's youth.
In a post on social media plat-
form X, Kishan Reddy said
public leaders should guide
children towards respect,
responsibility and civility

-

instead of defending abusive
behaviour. He questioned
whether Rahul Gandhi would
have accepted similar lan-
guage if it had been directed at
members of his own family.
The Union Minister con-
trasted Rahul Gandhi's

remarks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's response, say-
ing the Prime Minister had
reacted with maturity and
compassion by encouraging
children to learn from their
mistakes and follow the right
path. He noted that one of the
students involved had later
apologised voluntarily.
Kishan Reddy said the
Prime Minister's response
reflected the values of Indian
civilisation, including respect
for elders, forgiveness and
responsible conduct. He
alleged that Rahul Gandhi's
politics of negativity and dis-
respect was being rejected by
the younger generation and
asserted that India's youth
preferred leaders who inspire
discipline, character and
responsibility.

As India marked the seventh anniver-
sary of the abrogation of Article 370 on
Wednesday, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi reaffirmed his government's
commitment to the development and
progress of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh and the people residing there.
He stated that in these seven years, the
Union Territories have witnessed sig-
nificant transformation across sec-
tors.Article 370 was abrogated on
August 5, 2019, after the Central gov-
ernment led by Prime Minister Modi
revoked the special status of the erst-
while state of Jammu and Kashmir
through a Presidential Order, ending
the constitutional provisions that had
granted it special autonomy.

"Seven years ago, on this day,
Articles 370 and 35(A) became his-
tory, marking a decisive new chap-
ter in the journey of Jammu and
Kashmir as well as Ladakh," PM
Modi posted on X.
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Rahul holds press meet

with student protestors
says they defended the 'idea of India’

New Delhi (TSIT):

Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi on
Wednesday addressed a press
conference with student pro-
testers, including participants
from the Jantar Mantar dem-
onstrations and Mumbai-based
student activist Riya Ahir, say-
ing they had defended the
Constitution and the "idea of
India."

The press conference came
amid controversy over a minor
protester who had apologised
after making abusive remarks
against Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi during the
Jantar Mantar protest. The
apology followed a police case,
with the Congress alleging that
the student was pressured into
issuing it.

Rahul Gandhi said the stu-
dents were exercising their
democratic right by raising
concerns over the country's
education system and should
not be harassed or forced to
apologise. He described them
as defenders of the Constitution

and called for an end to alleged
intimidation of protesters.

The Congress leader
alleged that students were
beaten, threatened and pres-
sured after participating in
peaceful demonstrations. He
urged the Centre to address
issues such as examination
paper leaks and reforms to
improve the education sys-
tem and ensure a secure
future for the youth.

Student activist Riya Ahir,
who gained attention after

stopping a police van during a
protest in Mumbai, claimed
she had tried to prevent the
illegal detention of students
and alleged that her complaint
filed on July 27 had not yet
resulted in an FIR.

Another protester, Farah
Naaz, alleged that police baton-
charged peaceful demonstra-
tors at Jantar Mantar on July
20, detained them and labelled
them traitors. She said the pro-
testers would continue to raise
their voice for their rights.

CM Revanth Reddy seeks

Centre's |rr|gat|on support

Hyderabad TSIT BUREAU

Chief Minister A.Revanth
Reddy on Wednesday urged the
Union Government to expedite
approvals for major irrigation
projects in Telangana, includ-
ing the Tummidihetti Barrage,
Palamuru-Rangareddy,
Seethamma Sagar, Dindi, and
Gouravelli projects, during sep-
arate meetings with Union
Ministers in New Delhi.

Accompanied by Irrigation
Minister Capt. N. Uttam Kumar
Reddy, the Chief Minister met
Union Jal Shakti Minister C.R.
Patil and requested him to facil-
itate a meeting between the
Telangana and Maharashtra
governments to resolve the
long-pending issue of increasing
the height of the Tummidihetti
Barrage on the Pranahita River.

Revanth Reddy explained
that increasing the barrage

height to 150-152 metres would
enable gravity-based water sup-
ply, reduce electricity consump-
tion and significantly benefit
irrigation in the erstwhile
Adilabad district. Responding
positively, C.R. Patil assured
that the Central Water
Commission (CWC) would first
convene a meeting of officials
from both states, followed by
discussions between the
Irrigation  Ministers of
Telangana and Maharashtra.

Later, the Chief Minister
met Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Bhupender
Yadav and appealed for the
immediate grant of environ-
mental clearances for the
Palamuru-Rangareddy,
Seethamma Sagar, Dindi and
Gouravelli irrigation proj-
ects. He said delays in
approvals had stalled works
despite substantial invest-
ments already made by the
State  Government and
requested early clearances to
ensure timely completion of
the projects.

Meta apologises for temporary restriction of PM Modi's
Facebook post, conveys regret to IT Minister

New Delhi (TSIT):

Meta on Wednesday apologised
for the temporary restriction of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Facebook post, with the
company's Chief Global Affairs
Officer Joel Kaplan saying the
apology was conveyed directly
to Union Electronics and
Information Technology
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.
"T apologised to the minister
on behalf of Meta for the error
restricting PM Modi's post,"
Kaplan said in a statement
shared by the company with
NDTV. Kaplan was part of a
global Meta delegation that
met Vaishnaw on Wednesday,
during which the company
acknowledged lapses in the

functioning of its platforms.
The delegation also held sep
arate discussions with IT
Secretary S. Krishnan ahead of
the ministerial meeting.

The latest apology comes
amid heightened scrutiny of
Meta's operations in India after
concerns were raised over con-
tent moderation and the brief
restriction of the Prime
Minister's Facebook post.

Earlier in the day, Meta CEO
Mark Zuckerberg also apolo-
gised over the spread of child
sexual abuse material (CSAM),
deepfake content and short-
comings in the operation of the
company's platforms, accord-
ing to government sources.
Sources said Zuckerberg
acknowledged concerns raised

by the government regarding
the spread of objectionable and

manipulated content and
expressed regret over what
were described as errors in the
operation of the platform.
Government sources further
claimed that authorities con-
veyed to Meta that its role in
selecting and distributing con-
tent to users could place it out-

side the definition of a neutral
intermediary under Indian
law. According to the sources,
officials made it clear that the
"safe harbour" protections
available under the
Information Technology Act
may not apply if a platform is
found to be actively determin-
ing which content reaches
users.

"It was made clear to them
that they are not covered under
the intermediary definition.
They select who receives the
content. Safe harbour under
the IT Act not applicable. They
admitted that a lot of money
was paid for boosting certain
types of content. They apolo-
gised and regretted the mis-
take," the sources said.
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Revanth Seeks

Stronger U.S.

Education, Investment Ties

New Delhi, Aug. 5 (TSIT):
Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy on
Wednesday met U.S.
Ambassador to India
Sergio Gor and discussed
strengthening cooperation
in education, investments,
technology and research.

The Chief Minister sought
more U.S. student visa

appointments,
faster visa pro-
cessing and
streamlined H-1B
services for pro-
fessionals from
Telangana. He
also stressed the
safety of
Telangana stu-
dents studying in
the U.S.

Revanth Reddy
showcased
Telangana as an
attractive destina-
tion for American
investments in IT,
Al, life sciences,
pharmaceuticals
and startups, besides invit-
ing U.S. universities to col-
laborate with institutions
in the State.

Ambassador Sergio
Gor assured support for
enhancing trade, invest-
ment and educational
cooperation between
Telangana and the United
States.

Hyderabad, Aug. 5
(TSIT): The Indian
Overseas Congress (I0C)
USA West Coast organ-
ised an interactive policy
dialogue with Telangana
MLC Addanki Dayakar,
bringing together mem-
bers of the Indian diaspo-
ra, community leaders
and public representa-
tives to discuss the State
government's proposed
Bharat Future City ini-
tiative.

The programme, host-

Aster DM posts 20% revenue growth

Bengaluru, Aug. 5:
Aster DM Quality Care
Ltd. reported a 20 per
cent year-on-year
increase in combined
proforma revenue to
Rs.2,597 crore for the first
quarter of FY27, while
operating EBITDA rose
30 per cent to Rs.576
crore.

The company said its
merger with Quality
Care India, effective July

1, 2026, has created an
integrated healthcare
platform with over 10,800
beds across 28 cities,
making it one of India's
three largest hospital
chains. Operating
EBITDA margins
improved to 22.2 per cent,
reflecting better opera-
tional efficiency.
Executive Chairman
Dr. Azad Moopen
described the merger as a

major milestone and said
the group aims to expand
its network to more than
15,000 beds while strength-
ening clinical excellence
through technology, arti-
ficial intelligence, robot-
ics and research.
Managing Director and
Group CEO Varun
Khanna said the merged
entity served nearly two
million patients during
the quarter, a 13 per cent
increase over the previ-
ous year. He said the com-
pany would focus on inte-
grating operations,
enhancing patient care
and driving long-term
growth.

On a standalone basis,
Aster DM Healthcare
posted 22 per cent reve-
nue growth to Rs.1,311
crore, while Quality
Care reported a 19 per
cent rise in revenue to
Rs.1,287 crore. Both busi-
nesses also recorded
higher profitability and
patient volumes during
the quarter.

South

10C USA Hosts Dialogue on
Telangana's Bharat Future City

ed by Sandeep Vangala,
National General
Secretary of I0OC USA,
was attended by Madhav
Nemali, Co-Chair of the
IOC USA Membership
Committee, Srinivas
Reddy Ramshayam of
IOC Sacramento, Y.K.
Chalamcherla, Vice
President of the Board of
Education, Folsom
Cordova Unified School
District, and Sagar
Vangala, President of the
I0C Charlotte Chapter.

Welcoming the partici-
pants, Sandeep Vangala
said such interactions
help connect policymak-
ers with the overseas
Indian community and
provide a platform to
share global best practic-
es on governance, public
policy and sustainable
development.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Addanki Dayakar
outlined Telangana's
vision for the Bharat
Future City, describing
it as a next-generation
urban ecosystem
designed to attract glob-
al investments, technol-
ogy companies, startups,
research institutions
and innovation-driven
industries. He said the
project aims to promote
sustainable economic
growth while ensuring
environmental protec-
tion and a high quality
of life.
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Sindhu Hospitals Performs First
Advanced HITHOC Cancer Procedure

Hyderabad, Aug. 5 (TSIT):
Sindhu Hospitals has suc-
cessfully performed its
first Hyperthermic
Intrathoracic
Chemotherapy (HITHOC)
procedure, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in
advanced thoracic cancer
care.

The complex surgery
was carried out on a
40-year-old patient diag-
nosed with Stage IVA Type
B Thymoma involving the
left hemithorax. After
showing a partial response
to neoadjuvant chemother-
apy, the patient underwent
a left total pleurectomy
with segmental lung resec-
tion, followed by the
HITHOC procedure
despite having poor pul-
monary function.

Hospital officials said
the advanced multidisci-
plinary treatment offers
carefully selected patients
with Stage IVA thymoma
an improved chance of

DONT IGNORE LEG PAIN, WARNS
VASCULAR EXPERT

Hyderabad, 5th August, 2026: Leg
pain while walking is often dis-
missed as a normal part of ageing,
muscle fatigue or joint problems.
However, according to renowned
vascular surgeon Dr. P. C. Gupta, it
could be one of the earliest warning
signs of Peripheral Arterial Disease
(PAD), a serious condition caused by
narrowing or blockage of the arter-
ies that reduces blood flow to the
legs. On the occasion of National
Vascular Day, Dr. Gupta called for
greater public awareness about vas-
cular diseases, stressing that
delayed diagnosis continues to be
one of the biggest reasons patients
suffer avoidable disability and limb-
threatening complications.

Vascular diseases affect the arter-
ies and veins that carry blood
throughout the body and often
develop silently. According to the
Vascular Society of India, vascular
diseases remain significantly under-
recognised despite constituting a
major health burden in the country.
With India witnessing a rising prev-
alence of diabetes, hypertension,
obesity and tobacco use, vascular
disorders are becoming increasing-

ly common across both urban and
rural populations.The burden of
vascular disease in India is sub-
stantial and continues to grow.
More than 10 crore Indians are liv-
ing with diabetes, placing them at a
significantly higher risk of devel-
oping blocked arteries, while an
estimated 5 crore people suffer
from Peripheral Arterial Disease
(PAD) affecting blood circulation
in the legs. Nearly one lakh Indians
lose a limb every year due to dia-
betic foot complications, although
many of these amputations can be
prevented through timely diagno-
sis and vascular treatment. One in
four people with diabetes is likely
to develop a foot ulcer during their
lifetime, and blocked arteries in the
legs also increase the risk of heart
attack and stroke. Experts empha-
sise that a simple vascular exami-
nation and Doppler ultrasound can
detect the disease early, helping
save limbs and lives. People living
with diabetes, smokers, individu-
als with high blood pressure or
high cholesterol and adults above
50 years are at a significantly high-
er risk of developing .

long-term disease control
and, in some cases, a poten-
tial cure.The patient has
recovered well following
the surgery and has been
discharged in stable condi-
tion.The successful proce-
dure was made possible
through the coordinated
efforts of the Departments
of Oncosurgery,
Anaesthesia, and Medical

Oncology, highlighting the
hospital's multidisci-
plinary approach to man-
aging complex cancer
cases.

Sindhu Hospitals said
the achievement reinforc-
es its commitment to
bringing advanced cancer
care and cutting-edge
treatment options closer to
patients.

IDFC FIR

(erstwhile Capital First Limited, amalgamated with IDFC Bank Limited and

Presently known as

CIN: L65110TN2014PLC097792 Registered Office: KRM Towers, 8th Floor, Harrington Road,
Chetpet, Chennai-600031 Tel: +91 44 4564 4000 || Fax: +91 44 4564 4022

ST Bank Limited

IDFC FIRST Bank Limited)

IDFC FIRST
Bank

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLD AUCTION CUM INVITATION NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the below mentioned borrowers and the general public that the said borrowers have
availed loan facilities from IDFC FIRST Bank Limited (Bank) by pledging Gold ornaments and despite repeated
reminders and notices, the borrowers have failed to repay the outstanding dues within the stipulated time under
the facility. Accordingly, the Bank, in exercise of its rights, shall conduct a public auction of the pledged gold
ornaments from 08-SEP-2026 to 10-SEP-2026 for the recovery of its dues. Borrowers are hereby informed that
this is the final opportunity to repay the entire outstanding dues along with the applicable relevant interest,
charges and expenses before the Inspection/Bid date, failing which the pledged gold omaments shall be sold

through the auction as per the guidelines given by regulators.

LOAN ACCOUNT NO. NAME OF BORROWER BRANCH NAME
177940200 POSINA RAMAKRISHNA ELURU IFBL
180102827 PANDREKHA VIJAYA KUMARI GANNAVARAM IFBL
180556425 ALLAPARTHY NAGA VENKATA REPALLE IFBL

THE FOUR PILLARS THAT KEEP INDIA'S DEMOCRACY ALIVE

Ballot. Constitution. Judiciary. Street.

Dr. Rekha Boyalapalli
Vice President, Telangana
Pradesh Mahila Congress

emocracy does not

begin and end at the

ballot box. Elections

determine who gov-
erns, but they do not grant any
government unlimited author-
ity. The framers of the Indian
Constitution  consciously
designed a system of checks
and balances to ensure that no
elected government, regard-
less of the size of its mandate,
could ever become the sole
voice of the nation.

India’s democratic strength
rests upon four inseparable
pillars: the Ballot, the
Constitution, the Judiciary,
and the Street. Each performs
a unique constitutional func-
tion, and together they protect
the Republic from the concen-
tration of unchecked power.

The Ballot gives citizens the
authority to choose their rep-
resentatives. It is the founda-
tion of democratic legitimacy.
Yet elections alone cannot
guarantee freedom or justice.
Democracy requires institu-
tions that continue to protect
citizens long after votes have
been counted.

The Constitution
(Samvidhan) is the nation’s

supreme safeguard. It defines
the limits of governmental
authority, protects fundamen-
tal rights, and ensures that no
majority can override consti-
tutional principles.
Governments derive their
legitimacy from elections, but
they derive their limits from
the Constitution.

The Judiciary, particularly
the Supreme Court and other
independent constitutional
institutions, serves as the
guardian of those constitution-
al values. Judicial review is
not an obstacle to democracy—
it is one of democracy’s great-
est strengths. Whenever con-
stitutional questions arise,
including those involving elec-
toral institutions or executive
power, judicial scrutiny rein-
forces the principle that every

public authority remains
accountable to the
Constitution.

The fourth pillar is often
underestimated but is equally
indispensable—the  Street.
Peaceful public protest has
always been an essential dem-
ocratic space where citizens
express dissent, demand
accountability, and remind
governments that public con-
sent cannot be taken for grant-
ed between elections.

Recent student protests
demanding accountability
from  Union  Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan once again demon-
strate that democratic partici-
pation does not stop after poll-
ing day. Citizens retain the
constitutional right to ques-
tion governments, seek trans-
parency, and peacefully
demand corrective action. The
role of the Opposition, civil
society, and student move-
ments is not to weaken democ-

racy but to strengthen it by
bringing public grievances
into the national conversation.

India’s democratic history
repeatedly illustrates the
transformative role of peaceful
public mobilisation. The
nationwide farmers’ move-
ment eventually resulted in
the repeal of the three farm
laws after sustained democrat-
ic protest. Similarly, public
debate has significantly
shaped discussions surround-
ing higher education reforms
and UGC-related policies.
Whether one agrees with every
movement or every policy is
secondary; what matters is
that governments in democra-
cies remain answerable to the
people between elections.

The Constitution guarantees
freedom of speech, expression,
and peaceful assembly, subject
to reasonable restrictions.
These rights are not ceremo-
nial promises; they are
enforceable constitutional
guarantees. Whenever peace-
ful demonstrations are met
with excessive force, pro-
longed restrictions, or dispro-
portionate policing, legitimate
questions arise regarding the
balance between maintaining
public order and protecting
constitutional freedoms.

India’s democratic tradition
has often witnessed govern-
ments engaging with protest
movements through dialogue
rather than confrontation.
Consultation, negotiation, and
reconciliation have strength-
ened public confidence far
more effectively than coercion
ever could. Democracies
mature through conversa-
tion—not through the suppres-
sion of dissent.

The present student move-
ment has also highlighted the

constitutional role of the par-
liamentary Opposition. Rahul
Gandhi and other Opposition
leaders chose to stand along-
side protesting students while
raising their concerns both
inside Parliament and outside
it. Supporters view these
actions, including protests
that resulted in detention, as
efforts to amplify public con-
cerns and uphold constitution-
al accountability. In a parlia-
mentary democracy, the
Opposition has a legitimate
responsibility to question the
executive and ensure that pub-
lic voices are heard.

Equally inspiring has been
the participation of ordinary
citizens, particularly students
and young women, whose
courage during peaceful dem-
onstrations reflects democrat-
ic confidence rather than dem-
ocratic weakness. Their par-
ticipation reminds us that citi-
zenship is an active responsi-
bility, not merely a periodic
electoral exercise.

Social activist Sonam
Wangchuk’s campaigns simi-
larly demonstrate how peace-
ful public mobilisation can
draw national attention to
issues of governance and pub-
lic policy. Regardless of indi-
vidual political opinions, such
movements reaffirm that dem-
ocratic engagement outside
formal institutions remains an
essential part of constitutional
life.

If India seeks to strengthen
its constitutional democracy
further, several reforms
deserve serious consideration:

* Establish clear national
standards governing police
responses to peaceful assem-
blies.

* Ensure that any use of
force remains necessary, pro-

portionate, and fully account-
able.

* Strengthen independent
oversight of actions taken dur-
ing public demonstrations.

* Institutionalise dialogue
mechanisms between govern-
ments and protest groups
before situations escalate.

* Expand constitutional edu-
cation so that citizens, admin-
istrators, and law enforcement
agencies fully understand both
rights and responsibilities.

The Constitution was draft-
ed not merely to create govern-
ments but to restrain them.
Electoral victory provides the
authority to govern—it does
not confer unlimited power.
The Constitution, the judicia-
ry, Parliament, independent
institutions, a  vigilant
Opposition, a free press, and
an engaged citizenry together
preserve the democratic bal-
ance envisioned by the found-
ers of the Republic.

India’s democracy has
endured because it permits
disagreement without disloy-
alty, protest without rebellion,
and criticism without aban-
doning constitutional order.
Governments will change,
political parties will alternate
in power, but the Constitution
must always remain supreme.

A confident government
should never fear peaceful dis-
sent. It should welcome it as
evidence that democracy is
alive. Because when the Ballot
speaks, democracy begins.
When the Constitution limits
power, democracy survives.
When the Judiciary protects
rights, democracy is secured.
And when citizens peacefully
occupy the Street to defend
constitutional values, democ-
racy breathes.

In the event of the auction any surplus amount is realized from this auction, the same shall be refunded to the
concerned borrower and if there is any deficit/shortfall post the auction, the balance amount shall be recoverable
from the borrower through appropriate legal proceedings. IDFC FIRST Bank has the authority to remove any
account from the auction without any prior intimation. Further IDFC FIRST Bank reserves the right to modify or
defer the auction schedule to later date at its discretion, without serving any prior notice. Auction will be conducted
in physical mode through its empaneled auction service providers M/S Shriram Auto Mall India Ltd from
10:00 am to 01:00 pm. If the customer is deceased, all the conditions pertaining to auction will be applicable to

their nominee/legal heir.
Terms & Conditions of Auction sale:

1) Sale of concerned gold oraments shall be on “AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS” and “WHATEVER

THERE IS” basis.

2) Intending bidders shall register with the Bank’s authorized auction service provider and comply with the

KYC requirements

3) It shall be the responsibility of the bidders to inspect and satisfy themselves about the ornaments
and specification before submitting the bid. The bidder may inspect the ornaments in consultation

with the branch manager.
4) The highest bid shall be subject to confirmation by the Authorized Representative of the Bank.
5) Successful bidder shall deposit the full sale amount within the stipulated time, failing which the amount already
deposited shall be forfeited.
6) Gold Pouches once sold cannot be returned to seller under any circumstances and seller shall have no
liability of whatsoever nature once the physical hand over of it is taken by the winning bidder/purchaser.
7) The Authorized Representative of the Bank reserves the right to accept/reject any bid or cancel/postpone
the auction without prior notice or assigning any reason whatsoever.

8) The sale is subject

to confirmation by the Bank.

DATE : 06-08-2026

PLACE: ANDHRA

PRADESH

Sd/-

Authorized officer for
IDFC FIRST Bank Limited

2 MANAPPURA

@ Manappuram Home Finance Ltd

|} HOME
FINANCE LTD,
DEMAND NOTICE

Registered office at 8/596 A, Padmaprabha Building, Near Sreerama Swami
Temple, Cherppu- Thriprayar Road, Thriprayar, Thrissur, Kerala 680567.

Whereas the Authorized Officer of Manappuram Home Finance Ltd., having our registered office at IV/470A (old) w/638A (new), Manappuram
House, Valapad, Thrissur, Kerala-680567 and branches at various places in India (hereinafter referred to as “MAHOFIN”) is a Company
registered under the Companies Act, 1956 and a Financial Institution within the meaning of sub-clause (iv) of clause (m) of sub-section (1) of
Section 2 of the Securitization and Reconstruction of financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act. 2002 (hereinafter referred so as
the Act) read with Notification No. S.0. 3466 (E) dated 18th December, 2015 issued by the Govt. of India, Department of Financial Services,
Ministry of Finance, New Delhi, inter alia carrying on business of advancing loans for construction and / or purchase of dwelling units and
whereas the Borrower / Co-Borrowers as mentioned in Column No. 2 of the below mentioned chart obtained loan from MAHOFIN and whereas
MAHOFN being the secured creditor under the SARFAESI Act, and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(2) of the said Act read with
Rule 2 of the security interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued demand notice calling upon the Borrowers / Co-Borrowers as mentioned
herein below, to repay the amount mentioned in the notices with further interest thereon within 60 days from the date of notice, but the notices
could not be served upon some of them for various reasons. That in addition thereto for the purposes of information of the said borrowers
enumerated below, the said borrowers are being informed by way of this public notice.

Sr.| Name of the Borrower/
No.|Co-Borrower/LAN/Branch|

Description of Secured Asset in respect
of which Interest has been created

NPA
Date

Date of Notice sent &
Outstanding Amount

ARAVETI ANASUYA,
SINGAM RAJA GOPAL
REDDY, SIRIYAPU
REDDY LAKSHMI
DEVI/NHL00360048800/

RCC house having D.No.1/101-A with site situated at YSR Kadapa District,
Muddunur Sub-District, \ Panchayath, \ Village,
in the village fields of Velpucherla in Sy.No.283 Pyki an extent of Ac.0-04.28|
Cents or 212 S.yds, ANDHRA PRADESH Pin:516380. EAST-Rastha ,
WEST-House of Gorla Sanjeevarayudu , SOUTH-Site of Gramakantam,
NORTH-Rastha

10-06-2026

09-07-2026 &
Rs.977367/-

JUTRU
KAMALA,JUTRU
VEERANAGESWARARA
O/MHL00310024615/V1J
AYAWADA

o

Eluru District, Nuzividu Sub Registry, NuzividuMandalam, PothureddyPalli
Village Panchayat Area, PothureddyPalli Village, R.S.NO 405/2, Door NO 6-|
25, AsstNO 1025, An extent of 290.4 Sq.Yards of Residential Site in ANDHRA|
PRADESH,Pin:521201. EAST-3 Yards wide Joint Passage; , WEST-Land of]
BattulaNageswaramma; , SOUTH-Road; , NORTH-House and site of Jutru|
Siva Kesava Rao;

10-06-2026|

09-07-2026 &
Rs.667722/-

KODELA PAVAN THEJA,
KODELA LAKSHMIDEVI,
REPALLE NAGA
MADDILETI/NHL013300
46376/KURNOOL

w

RCC house having D.No.7-109 with site situated at Kurnool District,Guduru
Sub-District, Parla Mandal, ParlaGramaPanchayath, ParlaVillage,in the
village fields of Parla in Sy.N0.377 Pyki an extent of 217.77 S.yds, ANDHRA
PRADESH,Pin:518468. EAST-Rastha , WEST-Rastha , SOUTH-Property of
UppariPrabhakar, NORTH-House of Kodela Raghu

11-06-2026|

10-07-2026 &
Rs.827473)-

UPPARI
PAVITHRA,UPPARI
VEERESH,UPPARI

THIMMAPPA/MHL01330
038275/KURNOOL

~

ACC house having D.No.2-13 with site situated at JOGULAMBA GADWALA
District, GADWAL Sub-District, YERRAVALLI Mandal, YERRAVALLI
GramaPanchayath, THIMMAPURAM Village, in the village fields of
THIMMAPURAM SIVARU in an extent of 133.33 S.yds, TELANGANA,
Pin:509125. EAST-SITE OF NALLAREDDY , WEST-OPEN SITE , SOUTH-
ROAD , NORTH-HOUSE OF KOSIKALATHIMMAPPA

11-06-2026

10-07-2026 &
Rs.468085/-

BELLAMKONDA
ESUBABU,BELLAMKON
DA CHINNARI,
BELLAMKONDA GANGA
RAJU/ NHL00310045355|
VIJAYAWADA

23

NTR District, Mylavaram Sub Registry, MylavaramMandalam, Velvadam
Village Panchayat Area, Velvadam Village, R.S.NO 470-1, Door NO 5-93/A,
Asst NO 712, An extent of 72.6 Sq.Yards, ANDHRA PRADESH,Pin:521230.
EAST-Road; , WEST-Site of BellamkondaVeeraNagulu; , SOUTH-House and
site of Bellamkonda Musiyya: NORTH-House and site of Bellamkonda

12-06-2026|

10-07-2026 &
Rs.615968/-

MANIKONDA SUDHAKAR,
MANIKONDA RAKESH,
MANIKONDA
MARIYAMMA,
MANIKONDA AJAY
KUMAR/NHL003100307
O09/VIJAYAWADA

=Y

Krishna District, Kanumolu Sub Registry, Eluru District, NuzividuMandalam,
Mokhasa Narasannapalem Village Revenue Area, Mokhasa
Narasannapalem Village, R.S.NO 84-2, Assessment NO 404, Door NO 2-167,
An extent of 120 Sq. Yards of residential site consisting of RCC Daba therein,|
ANDHRAPRADESH, Pin:521105. EAST-3 Yards Wide Passage and Property|
of ManikondaRambabu; WEST-Property of Gosala Ratna Rao; SOUTH-Property
of Gogilamudi Sangeetha Rao; NORTH-Property of MutyalaArogya Rao.

12-06-2026|

10-07-2026 &
Rs.796192/-

REMALLI SARADA,
7 REMALLI
MURALIKUMAR/
MHL00310040525/
VIJAYAWADA

Eluru District, Vatlur Sub Registry, PedapaduMandalam, Purnukollu Village|
Panchayat Area, Punukollu Village, R.S. NO 47/63, Door NO 2-78, Asst NO|
733 An extent of 314 Sq Yards of Residential Site, ANDHRA|
PRADESH,Pin:534437. EAST-Panchayat Road, WEST-Property of Bapatla
Prasad and Others Land, SOUTH-Property of GotlaDhana Raju , NORTH-|
Property of GolleRatnam

13-06-2026|

10-07-2026 &
Rs.676857/-

BUDUPULA
MARIYAMMA,
BUDUPULA LAZAR/
MHL00310037681/
VIJAYAWADA

o

NTR District, Tiruvuru Sub Registry, TiruvuruMandalam, G.Kothuru Village|
Panchayat Area, Village, i G.Kothuru!
Village, R.S.NO418/1, Door NO 8-4, AssmtNO 133, An extent of 121 Sq Yards
of Residential Site, ANDHRA PRADESH, Pin:521235. EAST-Cement Road;
WEST-House and Site of BudupulaMallaiah; , SOUTH-House and Site of|
BudupulaVenkaiah; , NORTH-House and Site of MadipalliYesobu;

13-06-2026

10-07-2026 &
Rs.530790/-

CHIGURUPALLI
VANAJA,CHIGURUPALL
| KRISHNANJANEYA/
MHL00310028339/
VIJAYAWADA

©

Krishna District, Pedana Sub Registry, PedanaMandalam, Nandigama Village
Panchayat Area, Nandigama Village, R.S.NO 219-1, Door NO 5-92, Asst NO
492, an extent of 295 Sq. Yards, ANDHRA PRADESH, Pin:521366. EAST-Site
of BoddduPothu Raju and Kumar Das; , WEST-House of BodduMariyaDasu;
,SOUTH-PanchayatRoad ,NORTH-Panchayat Road;

13-06-2026|

10-07-2026 &
Rs.659288/-

KANDULA
MALLESWARI,
10 KANDULA
LAKSHMANARAO/
MHLO00310025463/

NTR District, Vij District Registry, ub- Registry,

Mandalam, Vedurubedem Village Panchayat Area, Vedurubedem Village, RS
No. 28, Door NO 3-186, Assessment NO 469, an extent of 372 Sq. Yards of
residential site consisting of RCC Daba therein, ANDHRAPRADESH, Pin:521230.
EAST-Property of Kadula Sivannarayana; WEST-Property of Kandula

VIJAYAWADA

SOUTH-Property of Kandula. iah; NORTH-Passage.

13-06-2026|

10-07-2026 &
Rs.517520/-

Notice, is therefore given to the Borrowers / Co-Borrowers, as mentioned herein above, calling upon them to make payment of the total
outstanding amount as shown herein above, against the respective Borrower / Co-Borrower, within 60 days of publication of this notice.
Failure to make payment of the total outstanding amount together with further interest by the respective Borrower/ Co-Borrower, MAHOFIN
shall be constrained to take u/s 13(4) for enforcement of security interest upon properties as described above, steps are also being taken for
service of notice in other manners as prescribed under the Actand the rules made hereunder. You are put to notice that the said mortgage can
be redeemed upon payment of the entire amount due together with costs, charges and expenses incurred by MAHOFIN at any time before the

date of

ion of notice for publi

private treaty for transfer by way of sale, as detailed in Section 13(8) of the SARFAESI Act.

Take note that in terms of S- 13 (13) of the SARFAESI Act, you are hereby restrained from transferring and/or dealing with the Secured

Properties inany manner by wat

y of sale, lease orin any other manner

Place: ANDHRA PRADESH, Date: 06-08-2026

Sd/- Authorised Officer, Manappuram Home Finance Ltd
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Nara Lokesh Inaugurates IBM FutureNow Centre in Visakhapatnam

Visakhapatnam (TSIT)
Andhra Pradesh Minister
for Education and
Information Technology
Nara Lokesh on Wednesday
inaugurated the IBM
Consulting FutureNow
Centre in Visakhapatnam,
marking another milestone
in the state's efforts to posi-
tion the city as a global
technology and innovation
hub. The state-of-the-art
facility, established at
Lansum Square, Isukathota
Junction, was inaugurated
jointly by Lokesh and
Sandeep Patel, Managing
Director of IBM India &
South Asia. During the
visit, the Minister toured
the centre and reviewed its
capabilities in AI gover-
nance, digital intelligence
and industry-specific tech-
nology solutions. The
FutureNow Centre will
support IBM's global
Al-driven digital transfor-
mation initiatives by deliv-
ering advanced services in
artificial intelligence,
hybrid cloud, software
engineering, data and ana-
lytics, cybersecurity, enter-
prise transformation, plat-
form engineering, service
integration, quality engi-

neering and user experi-
ence to clients worldwide.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Lokesh said the

Andhra Pradesh
Government is committed
to transforming
Visakhapatnam into a glob-
al hub for artificial intelli-
gence, digital services and
technological innovation.
He said the government's
focus extends beyond
attracting investments to
creating high-quality
employment opportunities
and equipping young peo-
ple with future-ready skills.
"We are building a compre-
hensive ecosystem that will
enable the youth of Andhra
Pradesh to play a signifi-
cant role in the global digi-

tal economy," he said.

IBM India & South Asia
Managing Director
Sandeep Patel said India
has the potential to emerge
as a global digital leader in
line with the Viksit Bharat
2047 vision. He noted that
the FutureNow Centre in
Visakhapatnam  would
serve as a key platform con-
necting Indian talent with
global opportunities while

accelerating  Al-driven
innovation.
Usha Srikanth,

Managing Partner, IBM
Consulting FutureNow
Centre India, said
Visakhapatnam's strong
technology talent, reputed
educational institutions
and rapidly expanding

Vijayawada

technology  ecosystem
make it an ideal destina-
tion for global digital
transformation services.
She added that the centre
aims to enhance advanced
technology skills among
local youth and create bet-
ter employment opportu-
nities. IBM currently oper-
ates 15 FutureNow Centres
across India, including in
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Chennai,
Pune, Mumbali,
Gurugram, Noida, Kochi,

DEMAND NOTICE

Whereas the Authorised Officer of Asset Reconstruction Company (India) Limited (acting
in capacity as Trustee for the below mentioned Trusts) (hereinafter referred to as “ARCIL”)
is incorporated under the companies Act, 1956 and registered as an Asset Reconstruction
Company with the Reserve Bank of India of Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial
assets and Enforcement of security interest Act, 2002 (hereinafter referred to as ‘the
SARFAESI Act’) and whereas the Borrower / Co-Borrowers as mentioned in Column No. 2
of the below mentioned chart obtained loan from the Original Lenders and whereas ARCIL
has acquired the financial assets relating to the loan accounts mentioned herein below
and whereas ARCIL being the secured creditor under the SARFAESI Act, and in exercise
of powers conferred under section 13(2) of the said Act read with Rule 2 of the security
interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued demand notice calling upon the Borrowers /
Co-Borrowers as mentioned herein below, to repay the amount mentioned in the notices
with further interest thereon within 60 days from the date of notice, but the notices could not
be served upon some of them for various reasons.

VIJAYAWADA
THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2026

® info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

LAN No. / Name of Original
Lender / Demand Notice Date /
Name of the Trust

Borrower /
Co-Borrower Name

Total Outstanding in INR as
per Demand Notice Date

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005304161 | T Vinayaka Reddy / | Rs. 8,59,657.33/- (Rupees
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. T Sarojamma Eight Lakh Fifty Nine
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 Thousand Six Hundred Fifty
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-017 Seven and Thirty Three

Paise) As on 30-01-2026

Kolkata
Visakhapatnam.

Globally, IBM serves
clients in more than 175
countries across sectors
including hybrid cloud,
intelligence,
cloud solutions, quantum
computing and digital
services.
Following the inaugura-
Minister Lokesh
IBM
encouraging
them to strive for global
also
answered questions from
during the
interactive session. Senior
IBM executives and com-
pany representatives were

artificial

business
tion,
interacted with
employees,
excellence. He

employees

present at the event.

New B.Pharm Curriculum to Introduce
Artificial Intelligence from 2026-27

Visakhapatnam (TSIT) The
Pharmacy Council of India
(PCI) will implement a
revised Bachelor of
Pharmacy (B.Pharm) cur-
riculum across all pharma-
cy colleges in the country
from the 2026-27 academic
year in line with the
National Education Policy
(NEP), said Dr. D. Narendra,
Central Council Member of
the Pharmacy Council of
India. Speaking as the chief
guest at the induction pro-
gramme for newly admitted
B.Pharm and M.Pharm stu-
dents at GITAM School of
Pharmacy on Wednesday,
Dr. Narendra said the
revised curriculum strategi-
cally integrates emerging
technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence (Al),
Machine Learning (ML),

Python Programming, and
Data Analytics. He noted
that first-semester students
will study computational
courses such as "Python
Programming for
Pharmaceutical Sciences",
enabling them to analyse
large healthcare datasets,
perform advanced biostatis-
tical analyses, and partici-
pate in digital drug discov-

ery and pharmaceutical
research.He further
explained that the revised
curriculum mandates hos-
pital-based practical train-
ing, a structured 240-hour
internship, and a compul-
sory final-year research
project. He also stated that

PCI  has introduced
Aadhaar-enabled
Biometric Attendance

Teaching Stalemate at Andhra
University Sparks Concern

DOCUMENTS LOST

Reg Sale Deed with No.
482/1996, for the property at
Door No. 15-62, Kondapalli
Village, Ibrahimpatnam Mandal,
NTR District. belonging to Mr.
Solasa Venkateswara Rao,
S/o Solasa Venkata Surya
Ranga Rao was lost in the bank
during migration process.
Therefore, if anyone finds the
said document, please inform
the following office.

Authorized Officer
State Bank of India, HLC-2
Yelamanchili Complex,
Venkateswara Nagar,
Vijayawada — 520008

Visakhapatnam : A contro-
versy has emerged at Andhra
University (AU) following the
discontinuation of services of
several adjunct and ad hoc
faculty members, with affect-
ed lecturers alleging that the
move has disrupted academic
activities in several depart-
ments. They claim that near-
ly a month of teaching has
been affected, leaving around
2,000 students without regu-
lar classes. According to the
faculty members, Andhra
University appointed adjunct
and ad hoc lecturers during
2022 and 2023 in accordance

with UGC guidelines to
address the shortage of regu-
lar teaching staff. These lec-
turers have been handling
classes in selffinanced pro-
grammes, including
Engineering, Law, Geology,
Environmental Sciences, and

System
lines to ensure accountabil-
ity and regulatory compli-
ance across all approved
pharmacy institutions. Dr.
Narendra urged students to
focus on research and inno-
vation while developing
entrepreneurial skills to
strengthen India's position
as a global pharmaceutical
leader.

the School of International
Business. However, they allege
that the university has declined
to renew their appointments
and is attempting to replace
them with newly recruited
hourly-paid faculty.

The affected lecturers approached
the High Court challenging the
decision. They stated that the
court issued interim orders direct-
ing the university to continue the
services of the ad hoc and adjunct
faculty. However, they alleged that
the implementation of these direc-
tions has been delayed despite the
court's observations. The lecturers
also claimed that they met the
Vice-Chancellor to seek resolution
of the issue but were dissatisfied
with the response, alleging that
they were subjected to harsh
remarks during the meeting.

IKF

Home Finance

IKF Home Finance Ltd.

Equinox by Phonenix-Tower 3, 10th Floor, Diamond Hills, Lumbini Avenue, Rai Durg, Gachibowli,

Hyderabad Telangana - 500081

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE (Sale Through e-bidding Only)

SALE NOTICE OF IMMOVABLE SECURED ASSETS ISSUED UNDER RULE 8(6) AND 9(1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002.

NOTICE is hereby given to the PUBLIC IN GENERAL and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) indicated in COLUMN (A) that the below
described immovable property(ies) described in COLUMN (C) Mortgaged / Charged to the secured creditor the POSSESSION of which has been
taken as described in COLUMN (D) by the Authorized Officer of Housing IKF Home Finance Ltd. Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is Where is”,
“As is what is” and “Whatever there is” as per details mentioned below :-

Notice is hereby given to Borrower / Mortgagor(s) / legal heir, legal representatives (Whether Known or unknown), executor(s), administrator(s),
successor(s) & assign(s) of the respective Borrower(s) / Mortgagor(s) (Since deceased) as the case may be indicated in COLUMN (A) U/s. 9(1) of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002. For detailed terms & conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in IKF Home Finance Ltd.
secured Creditior’s website i. e. exercise of the htts://ikfhomefinance.com and https:/bankauctions.in

[A] [B] [C] [D] [E &F] [G]
Reserve Price
Sl. Loan Account No. / 0/S. Dues to Description of the Inmovable Property / Type of (InRs) Date of Auction
No. Names of Borrower(s) be recovered Secured Asset Possession E M & Time
| Mortgager (s) / Guarantor (s) (Secured Debts) D:;:J?n (Inorl;zy)
This property situated at Tirupati Reg.Dist.-pakala Sub.Dist.- Rs. 9,00,000/- | 08-09-2026
Loan Account No. Chittoor Dist.- Irala Mandal-Nagamvandlapalle panchyath- V.S. (Rupees from
LXTPT02824-250013935 Rs. 8,91,401.68/- Agraharam Village majara Jangalapallo Gramakantam Nine Lakhs | 9200 P. M. to
1. Mr/Mrs. Suddala Madhu (Rupees Eight Lakhs | sy No.33/6- D.No.3-53 (Assessment No.398) - ad-measuring Z only) 04.00P. M .
2. MriMrs. Shaik Mehathaz Begam | Ninety One Thousand | an extent of 132.5 sq yds of site in this 759 sq ft of RCC molding 7 Y (with
Add : Mtc 4-4-1061 Fi Four Hundred One and | house bounded on: East : R.Rajamma House, South: Road, 4] automated
1. - Mtc irst Floor I . . . Pt " A Rs. 90,000/- i
Nehuru Nagar, Tirupati, Chitioor, Sixty Eight Paisa Only) | West : S.Dhanamma House, North: R.Anjali vacant site In 3 Ru extensions
’ .07- :26. ) =) pees f 5 minutes
Andhra Pradesh. India.-517501 as on 30-07-2026 between measuring East to West : 26.5 ft or 8.07 mtrs, Nor}h to e Niet of 5n
' ' South: 45 ft or 13.71 mtrs, Total 132.5 sq yds of site in thia E- inety each in terms
We: 22 ft or 6.70 mtrs; N-S: 34.5 ft or 10.51 mtrs total 759 sq ft Thousand | of the Tender
of RCC molding house with doors, windows, etc., Only) Document)
INSPECTION DATE & TIME : 07-09-2026 BETWEEN 11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. MINIMUM BID INCREMENT AMOUNT : Rs. 10,000/-

Last date of submission of Bid / EMD / Request letter for participation is 08-09-2026 Till 12.00 Noon.

immovable properties / secured Assets.
Date : 03-08-2026, Place : Tirupati

*Together with further interest as applicable in terms of loan agreement with, incidental expenses, costs, charges etc. Incurred up to the date of payment and / or
realisation thereof. For any assistance related to inspection of the property, or for obtaining the Bid document and for any other queries, please get in touch with Mr. Malyala Ravi
Kiran on his Mobile No. 7794858855 and Email id: ravikiranadv@ikfhomefinance.com / Mr. Balaji Thakur at Head office on Mobile No. 917396899696. official of IKF Home
Finance Limited to the best of Knowledge and information of the Authorized Officer of IKF Home Finance Limited there are no encumbrances in respect of the above

For IKF Home Finance Company Ltd.

Sd/- AUTHORISED OFFICER,

and

LAN No. / Name of Original
Lender / Demand Notice Date /
Name of the Trust

Borrower /
Co-Borrower Name

Total Outstanding in INR as
per Demand Notice Date

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005053161 | Yalla Sai Surendra/ | Rs. 6,48,178.79/- (Rupees

Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. Yalla Veera Six Lakh Fourty Eight

Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 |  Durga Anand / Thousand One Hundred

Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-018 Rajyalakshmi Yalla | Seventy Eight and Seventy
Nine Paise)

As on 30-01-2026

Description of the Property: As Per Tittle Deed, All That Piece And Parcel Of Land Bearing
Chittoor Dist., Palamaner Sub Dist., Chittoor Zilla Parishad, Palamaner Mandalam And
Mandala Parishad, Kolamasanapalli Grama Panchayati. Area Has Been Inherited By Me
As Mentioned In Above Nature And Has Remained In My Right Of Possession Unit Today
And Has Been Gift Settlement Deed And Acquired By Me To You This Date 19-03-2024
In Palamaner Joint Subregistrar. Ankemwaripalli Grama Accounts, Nadimikalladi Gramam,
Registered Survey No.: 1281-1A, Door No.:6-21/1 RCC Building 1073 Sg. Feets And Total
Vacant Site Area 1073 Sq. Feets Or 119.22 Sq. Yds. In Between Measurements:37Feets Or
11.277 Meters From East To West29 Feets Or 8,839 Meters From North To Souththe Total
Vacant Site Area 1113 Sq. Feets Or 123.66 Sq. Yds RCC Building 1073 Sq. Feets. Leasehold
Or Freehold: Freehold As Per Title Deed Dated 19-03-2024 North: Land Of Tankamma,
South: Road, East: House Of S Ramakka Garu, West: House Of Y Bhaskara Reddy Garu

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005305339| Vendra Nagaraju/ | Rs.9,44,776.65/- (Rupees
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. Vendra Durga Nine Lakh Forty Four
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 Thousand Seven Hundred
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-018 Seventy Six and Sixty Five
Paise) As on 30-01-2026

Description of the Property:

Property 1 - All That Piece And Parcel Of Land Bearing Kakinada Dist., Karapa Mandal,
Tallarevu SRO, Peddapurapadu Village. The Property Belonging To Kakinada Dist., Karapa
Mandal, Tallarevu SRO, Peddapurapadu Village Area Has Been Inherited By Me As
Mentioned In Above Nature And Has Remained In My Right Of Possession Unit Today And
Has Been Sold And Acquired By Me To You This Date 21-07-2023 In Tallarevu SRO. S No.:
303-1, D. No.: 1-62 Area 242 Sq. Yds. North: 65F Belongs To Birada Tatayya Kapu Land,
South: 65F Blongs To Yalla Veera Durga Anand, East: 9F Common Way And 33.6F Belongs
To Yalla Govindaraju Land, West: 33.6F Belongs To Pamarthi Dharmarao Land

Property 2 - All That Piece And Parcel Of Land Bearing Kakinada Dist., Karapa Mandal,
Tallarevu SRO, Peddapurapadu Village, S No.: 303-1, D. No.: 1-62, Area 242 Sq. Yds. The
Property Was Inherited And Remained In Possession Until Today, And Was Sold And
Acquired On 21-07-2023 In Tallarevu SRO. The Property Is Freehold. North: 65F Belongs
To Yalla Sai Surendra South: East: 65F Blongs To Vasireddi Surya
Prakasarao West: 9F Common Way And 33.6F Belongs To Yalla Govindaraju Land 33.6F
Belongs To Pamarthi Dharmarao Land

Description of the Property: As Per The Title Deed Provided, All That The House Property
Bearing D. No. 12-9-41, Assessment No. 1081024875, Admeasuring To An Extent Of 60 Sq.
Yds., Or 50.16 Sq. Mts., With RCC Plinth Area Of 360 Sq. Fts., Situated At Re. Sy. No. 12/1
Of Tanuku Municipality, Town And Mandal, West Godavari District. North: House Of Beshetti
Satyanarayana, South: House Of Akula Suribabu, East: Land Of Thota Srinivasa Ayyanna,
West: Municipality Road

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005306268
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd.
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-017

Bolem
Ramanujaneyulu /
Bolem Lakshmi Devi

Rs. 8,41,517.59/- (Rupees
Eight Lakh Forty One
Thousand Five Hundred
Seventeen and Fifty Nine
Paise) As on 30-01-2026

Description of the Property: Admeasuring 240 Sq. Yds, With Built Up Area Of 444 Stt, In
R.S. No. 282/2, Situated At China Ogirala Village And Gp, Uyyuru Mandal And Krishna District
North: Property Of Velagapudi Nagabushanam, South: Panchayati Road, East: Property Of
Shaik Zareena, West: Property Of Veeranki Shivaji

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005066616|  Polarapu Peda Rs. 5,35,033.88/- (Rupees

Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. | Apparao /Polarapu Five Lakh Thirty Five
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 Lakshmi Thousand Thirty Three and
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-017 Eighty Eight Paise)

As on 30-01-2026

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005306389 Peruboyina Rs. 8,99,895.49/- (Rupees
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. Srinivasarao / Eight Lakh Ninety Nine
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 | Peruboyina Naga Thousand Eight Hundred
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-017 Lakshmi Ninety Five and Forty Nine
Paise) As on 30-01-2026

Description of the Property: All That Piece And Parcel Of Land Bearing East Godavari Dist.
Rowthulapudi Mandal, Srungavaram Grama Panchayat, Tuni SRO, Srungavaram Village.
The Property Belonging To East Godavari Dist. Rowthulapudi Mandal, Srungavaram Grama
Panchayat, Tuni SRO, Srungavaram Village Area Has Been Inherited By Me As Mentioned
In Above Nature And Has Remained In My Right Of Possession Unit Today And Has Been
Sold And Acquired By Me To You This Date 06-06-2019 In Tuni SRO. R.S. No.:128/1B, Old
Assesment No.542, Old D. No.: 1-149, New Assesment No. 103, Door No. 1-103 Area 107.18
Sq. Yds. North: Road, South: House Belongs To Vaasamsetti Srinu, East: House Belongs
To Polaravu Nookaraju, West: Road

Description of the Property: All that the piece and parcel of house door no. 8-142,
Admeasuring 145.28q. Yardsor121.405Sq. Meters, Recplinth area 598Sq.Ft sinre survey
no. 445/3,Situated atramanagaram, Lakshmipuram Revenue village & Grama Panchayathi,
Challapalli Mandal, Krishna District, Andhra Pradesh State. North: House of Pariseraghu
South: House of Pulasrinu East: Panchayath Road West: Site of Parisesrinu

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005306705| Thuraka Sreedevi | Rs.9,83,431.57/- (Rupees
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. / Thuraka Nine Lakh Eighty Three
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 Mallikharjuna Thousand Four Hundred
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-017 Thirty One and Fifty Seven
Paise) As on 30-01-2026

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005071095
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd.
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-018

Katta Srihari /
Katta Santhi

Rs. 6,53,717.73/- (Rupees
Six Lakh Fifty Three
Thousand Seven Hundred
Seventeen and Seventy
Three Paise)

As on 30-01-2026

Description of the Property: All That Piece And Parcel Of Land Bearing Krishna Dist.,
Gudivada Mandal, Gudivada SRO. Valivarthipadu Village. The Property Belonging To Krishna
Dist., Gudivada Mandal, Gudivada SRO, Valivarthipadu Village. Area Has Been Inherited By
Me As Mentioned In Above Nature And Has Remained In My Right Of Possession Unit Today
And Has Been Sold And Acquired By Me To You This Date 18-08-2023 In Gudivada SRO.
Valivarthipadu, R.S. No.: 255/A, D. No.8/306G Area 60 Sq. Yds. Assement No.-1068004220
North: Property Of Betanapalli Rama, South: Property Of Pailaa Gopi Raju, East: Municipal
Road, West: Municipal Road

Description of the Property:

Property 1 - House Admeasuring 120 Sq. Yds, With Built Up Area Of 468 Sft Of ACC North:
20 Feet Wide Road, South: House Of Thuraka Addeaiah In Plot No. 275, East: House Of
Maanam Chenna Bhavanamma In Plot No. 279, West: 12 Feet Wide Road

Property 2 - The Property Admeasuring An Extent Of 15 Ankanams Or 120 Sq.Yds Bearing
Plot No. 274.In It An Extent Of 468 Sq.Feets Of ACC House North: 20 Feet Wide Road, South:
House In Plot No. 275 Belongs To Thuraka Audeiah, East: House In Plot No. 279 Belongs To
Manam Chenna Bhavanamma, West: 12 Feet Wide Road

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005306717 |  Keella Venkata
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. Ganesh /
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 | Keella Punyavathi /
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-017 Nagacharyulu Killa

Rs. 16,54,452.13/- (Rupees
Sixteen Lakh Fifty Four
Thousand Four Hundred Fifty
Two and Thirteen Paise)
As on 30-01-2026

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005081514|  Daram Yakobu / Rs. 5,61,589.11/- (Rupees
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. Battu Ramya Five Lakh Sixty One
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 Thousand Five Hundred
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-018 Eighty Nine and Eleven
Paise) As on 30-01-2026

Description of the Property: All That Piece And Parcel Of Land Bearing Eluru Dist., Eluru
SRO, Eluru Mandal Chataparru Village, The Property Belonging Eluru Dist., Eluru SRO,
Eluru Mandal Chataparru Village, Area Has Been Inherited By Me As Mentioned In Above
Nature And Has Remained In My Right Of Possession Unit Today And Has Been Sold And
Acquired By Me To You This Date 28-08-2023 In Eluru SRO. H. No.9-139, R.S. No.: 69/7,
Area 144 Sq. Yds. North: Property Of Kristhu Siluva Yesu, South: Property Of Bethala
Ramesh, East: Road, West: Property Of Malla Vinod Kumar

Description of the Property:

Property 1 - As Per The Title Deed Provided, All That The House Property Bearing D. No.
7-183, Admeasuring To An Extent Of 60 Sq. Yds., Or 68.88 Sq. Mts., (As Per Title Deed)
With RCC Plinth Area Of 230 Sq. Fts., And ACC Plinth Area Of 230 Sq. Fts., Situated At
Re. Sy. No. 260/1 Of Siddhantham Village And Gram Panchayath, Penugonda Mandal, West
Godavari District. North: Compound Wall Of Boddu Narasimhamurthy, South: 2nd Item Joint
Way, East: Compound Wall Of Boddu Narasimhamurthy And Pasham Balaji, West: Property
Of Keella Nagacharyulu

Property 2 - As Per The Title Deed Provided, All That The Joint Undivided Open Place
Property Admeasuring To An Extent Of 8 Sq. Yds., Out Of The 1/5th Undivided Share Of
40 Sq. Yds., Situated At Re. Sy. No. 260/1 Of Siddhantham Village And Gram Panchayath,
Penugonda Mandal, West Godavari District. North: 1! ltem Property, South: Compound Wall
Of Nallaparaju Lakshmipathiraju, East: Yilaparru Road, West: Open Place Of Mushti Subbarao

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005108484 | Anisetti Nookaraju/ | Rs. 4,94,342.26/- (Rupees

Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. Nageswararao Four Lakh Ninety Four
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 | Anisetti / Anisetti Thousand Three Hundred
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-018 Lakshmi Fourty Two and Twenty Six

Paise) As on 30-01-2026

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005308109 Kakarla Naga Rs. 7,29,874.95/- (Rupees
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. Durgarao / Seven Lakh Twenty Nine
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 | Kakarla Padma Sri | Thousand Eight Hundred

Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-018 Seventy Four and Ninety Five

Paise) As on 30-01-2026

Description of the Property: As Per Regd Statement Deed Doc. No. 5676/2023 An Extent
Of 148 Square Yards With The Land In R.S. No.281-7, D. No.8-178 Situated At Velangi
Village, Karapa Mandal, Kakinada District,Ramachandrapuram SRO. Free Hold. North:
House Of Chiuthareddy Ramu 32-06 Feet, South: Panchayathi Road 32-06 Feet, East:
House Of Kalaveti Satyanarayana 41 Feet, West: Panchayathi Road 41 Feet

Description of the Property: All That Part And Parcel Of Property Admeasuring
72.5 Square Yards With R.C.C. Built-Up Area Of 405 Square Feet & 26 Square Feet
Bathroom Situated At Door No. 6-628, Re Sy. No. 63/1, Chinaramachandrapuram Village,
Ganapavaram Major Panchayati, Ganapavaram Mandal, West Godavari District North:
Pinninti Nagamani’S Building, South: Panchayati’S C.C. Road, East: Others Open Land,
West: Paluri Venkatamma’S Open Land

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005280676 Penumuchhi Rs. 8,10,924.02/- (Rupees
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. | Venkateswararao/ | Eight Lakh Ten Thousand
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 | Penumuchhi Baby / | Nine Hundred Twenty Four
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-017 Penumuchhi Sruthi and Two Paise)

As on 30-01-2026

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005308430 Borra Rs. 8,72,691.25/- (Rupees
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. | Venkateswararao / Eight Lakh Seventy Two
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 | Borra Anusharatnam|  Thousand Six Hundred
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-018 Ninety One and Twenty Five
Paise) As on 30-01-2026

Description of the Property:

Property 1- All That The House Property Bearing D. No. 8-131/1, Admeasuring To An Extent
0f 93.62 Sq. Yds. Or 78.278 Sq. Mts., With RCC Plinth Area Of 400 Sg. Fts., And RCC Plinth
Bathroom To An Extent Of 25 Sq. Fts., Situated At Re. Sy. No. 238/1C Of Vemagiri Village
And Gram Panchayath, Kadiyam Mandal, East Godavari District. North: 38-3 2Nd Item
Property And House And Open Site Of Kommanapalli Veera Veni And Nayami, South: 38-3
Panchayathi Road, East: 22-0 Open Site Of Dondapati Lakshmi, West: 22-0 Others Land
Property 2 - All That The Open Place Property Admeasuring To An Extent Of 9 Sq.
Yds., Or 7.525 Sq. Mts., Situated At Re. Sy. No. 238/1C Of Vemagiri Village And Gram
Panchayath, Kadiyam Mandal, East Godavari District. North: 15-0 House And Open Site
Of Kommanapalli Veera Veni, South: 15-0 1St Iltem Property, East: 5-4 Site Of Dondapati
Lakshmi, West: 5-4 House And Open Site Of Nayami

Description of the Property: All That Part And Parcel Of Property Admeasuring 76-53 Square
Yards Equivalent To 63-99 Square Meters With R.C.C. Ground Floor Area Of 450 Square Feet
& A.C.C. Shed First Floor Area Of 350 Square Feet Situated At Door No. 4-16-4, Re Sy. No.
279/1, Bheemavaram Village & Municipal Area, Bheemavaram Mandal, West Godavari District
North: Cement Road, South: Marisetti Satyanarayana’S Shed, East: Pantham Padma'S
Buiding, West: Borra Durga Prasad’S Building

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005323637 Vanguri Rs. 6,77,236.4/- (Rupees
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. | Lakshmanarao / Six Lakh Seventy Seven
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 | ~ Vanguri Swathi Thousand Two Hundred

Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-018 Thirty Six and Fourty Paise)

As on 30-01-2026

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005281160| Marri Prabhakara | Rs.7,66,285.39/- (Rupees

Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. | Rao/Marri Vamsi/ Seven Lakh Sixty Six
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 | Marri Ratna Kumari |  Thousand Two Hundred
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-017 Eighty Five and Thirty Nine

Paise) As on 30-01-2026

Description of the Property: All That Piece And Parcel Of Land Bearing Ntr Dist., Konduru
Mandal, Mylavaram SRO, Koduru Town. The Property Belonging To Ntr Dist., Konduru
Mandal, Mylavaram SRO, Koduru Town. Area Has Been Inherited By Me As Mentioned In
Above Nature And Has Remained In My Right Of Possession Unit Today And Has Been Sold
And Acquired By Me To You This Date 15-06-2024 In Mylavaram SRO. R.S. No. 140/1, D.
No. 131, Area 177 Sq.Yds. North: Grama Panchayathi Road, South: Zp High School, East:
V.Essaku, West: P.Chintayya Property

Description of the Property: All That Part And Parcel Of Property Admeasuring 119 Square
Yards With R.C.C. Roof Built-Up Area Of 600 Square Feet Situated At Door No. 6-92, Re
Sy. No. 107/5, Baadampudi Village & Gram Panchayat, Unguturu Mandal, Tadepalligudem
SRO, West Godavari District (Hereon Referred To As Said Property) North: Panchayat
Road, South: Kappala Nageswararao’S Property, East: Doddigarla Mani’S Property, West:
Kappala Gopi’S House

LAN: MFLSECUAPDL000005377590 | Sure Vijayakrishna | Rs. 17,14,776.49/- (Rupees
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. |Rohini/ Nagalakshmi| Seventeen Lakh Fourteen
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 Suree Thousand Seven Hundred

Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-018 Seventy Six and Forty Nine

Paise) As on 30-01-2026

Description of the Property: Door No. 11-161, Admeasuring 133 Sq. Yds, Situated At Div No.
493/9, Situated At Pittalavanipalem Village And Gp, Pittalavanipalem Mandal, Bapatla District
North: Compound Wall, South: Panta Kaluva, East: Land Of Sure Srinivasa Rao, West: Land
Of Nalam Bala Koteshwara Rao

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005283165(  Kr Himaja /S Rs. 8,20,516.48/- (Rupees
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. Sathish / Eight Lakh Twenty Thousand
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 K Pushpa Five Hundred Sixteen and

Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-017 Forty Eight Paise)

As on 30-01-2026

LAN: MFLSECUAPDL000005377766
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd.
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 Hundred Thirteen and One
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-017 Paise) As on 30-01-2026

Kumari Mortha /
Gangaraju Mortha

Rs. 6,52,513.1/- (Rupees Six
Lakh Fifty Two Thousand Five

Description of the Property: All That Part And Parcel Of Property Admeasuring 1961 Sq.
Feets Or 217.88 Square Yards, Under Construction RCC Building 451.5 Sq. Feets Situated
At Sy. No. 169/1, 148. Bodaguttapalli Village, Thellarallapalle Gram Panchayat, Yadamari
Mandal, Chittoor District North: Road, South: Kannan'S Property, East: Gangadharam’S
Property, West: Manohar'S House

Description of the Property: All That Part And Parcel Of Property Admeasuring 92 Square
Yards Equivalent To 76.92 Square Meters With R.C.C. Ground Floor Built-Up Area Of 250
Square Feet & A.C.C. Built-Up First Floor Built-Up Area Of 200 Square Feet Situated At Sy.
No.260/1, L.P.M No.2144, Door No. 6-76, Pedaramabhadrapuram Village & Gram Panchayat,
Payakaraopeta Mandal, Anakapalli District (Hereon Referred To As Said Property) North:
Chittimuri Nookaraju'S House, South: Panchayati C.C. Road, East: Sivakoti Ganniah’S
House, West: Dhummula Achiyamma’S House

LAN: MFLAPDSECUL000005296830
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd.
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-017

Akunuri Gopinadh /
Akunuri Anitha

Rs. 9,88,771.31/- (Rupees
Nine Lakh Eighty Eight
Thousand Seven Hundred
Seventy One and Thirty One
Paise) As on 30-01-2026

Description of the Property: All That The House Property Bearing D. No. 4-453, Assessment
No. 453, Admeasuring To An Extent Of 110 Sg. Yds., Or 91.974 Sq. Mts., With RCC Plinth Area
Of 520 Sq. Fts., Situated At Re. Sy. No. 30S Of Malkapuram Village And Gram Panchayath,
Eluru Mandal, West Godavari District And Eluru District (Present). North: Road, South:
Donors Property, East: Land Of Jaladi Venkatappaiah, West: Land Of Gedela Rajeshwari

LAN: MFLSECUAPDL000005377824 Rs. 10,25,062.37/- (Rupees Ten
Original Lender: Muthoot Fincorp Ltd. Lakh Twenty Five Thousand
Date of Demand Notice: 01-04-2026 Sixty Two and Thirty Seven
Trust Name: Arcil-Trust-2026-017 Paise) As on 30-01-2026

Mannem Kondala
Rao / Mannem
Pydeswararao /

Mannem Adi Lakshmi

Description of the Property: House No. 2-150, Assessment No. 606, Admeasuring 203
Sq. Yards Or 169.73 Sq. Meters, Built-Up Area 540 Sgq. Feet, Survey No. 64/2, Situated
At Lakshmi Narayanapuram, Mulaparru Village, Nageswararaopeta Gram Panchayath,
Bantumilli Mandal, Krishna District. North: Panchayathi Road, South: Thota Balaji
And Matta Kondaiah Property, East: Borra Satyanarayana Property, West: Borra
Satyanarayana Property

Notice, is therefore given to the Borrowers / Co-Borrowers, as mentioned herein above, calling
upon them to make payment of the total outstanding amount as shown herein above, against
the respective Borrower / Co-Borrower, within 60 days of publication of this notice. Failure to
make payment of the total outstanding amount together with further interest by the respective
Borrower / Co-Borrower, ARCIL shall be constrained to take u/s 13(4) for enforcement of
security interest upon properties as described above, steps are also being taken for service
of notice in other manners as prescribed under the Act and the rules made hereunder. You
are put to notice that the said mortgage can be redeemed upon payment of the entire amount
due together with costs, charges and expenses incurred by Arcil at any time before the date of
publication of notice for public auction or private treaty for transfer by way of sale, as detailed
in Section 13(8) of the SARFAESI Act.
Take note that in terms of S-13 (13) of the SARFAESI Act, you are hereby restrained from
transferring and/or dealing with the Secured Properties in any manner by way of sale, lease
or in any other manner.

SD/-
Place: Andhra Pradesh Authorised Officer,
Date: 06.08.2026 Asset Reconstruction Company (India) Ltd. (In capacity as Trustee)

SSET RECONSTRUCTION COMPANY (INDIA) LTD.,

- IN No.: U65999MH2002PLC134884 * Website: www.arcil.co.in
Registered Office: The Ruby, 10" Floor, 29 Senapati Bapat Marg, Dadar (West),
Mumbai - 400028. Tel. No.: 022-66581300.
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EDITORIAL

Vijay's Udhayanidhi

Arrest May Not Be A

'Blunder' After All

On the face of it, Udhayanidhi Stalin's show of strength
through an impromptu mini-roadshow of sorts in
Thanjavur, after securing bail and return to Chennai with-
in 12 hours of his arrest, can be seen as a setback to the
Joseph Vijay government. In cricketing parlance, the tele-
vised arrest and the "road trip" to Thanjavur are being
interpreted as Vijay having given a free hit to the DMK.
Stalin Junior's smirk to the continuous chant of "Trisha,
Trisha" by the DMK cadre during a Cauvery protest meet-
ing in Thanjavur on Monday, and his loaded comment that
smacked of sexual innuendos, had angered the TVK cadre.
The party had also lodged a complaint with the National
Commission for Women seeking its intervention "regard-
ing objectifying and sexually suggestive remarks" made by
the Leader of Opposition. Hence, the party faithful were left
stumped when the TVK government took a U-turn in court
and denied any plan to send Udhayanidhi to judicial cus-
tody. The station bail that followed was, then, a mere for-
mality. Nonetheless, the DMK leadership did not miss the
opportunity to turn the occasion into a show of strength.

In any case, the case stood on weak legs. While a case could
be filed for defamation, the arrest was seen as an overreach
- more so when politicians are known to milk such arrests
to generate sympathy and emerge stronger.

A Self-Goal? Maybe Not

It is, therefore, felt that the TVK government showed its
lack of political acumen by raising the political tempera-
ture, allowing the DMK an opportunity to score a political
goal, that too a day before the Tamil Nadu assembly's budg-
et session was to start. The DMK has been groping in the
dark since its humiliating exit from power in May, and
many TVK supporters feel that the arrest episode only pro-
vided it with political oxygen, galvanising the cadre-based
party to allege that Vijay had made the move only because
he was scared of facing Stalin in the assembly. Even TVK
allies, like the Congress, and non-allies like the PMK felt
that while the remark was in bad taste, the arrest was
unnecessary. Given the manner in which the DMK cadre
rallied around him, it also elevated Udhayanidhi's political
stature. Till now, he was only known as Karunanidhi's
grandson and Stalin's son, who owed his earlier position as
Deputy Chief Minister and present position as Leader of
Opposition, to his family name. So, did Vijay and the TVK

commit political harakiri?

I see it more as a case of Vijay testing the waters. Tuesday
made the TVK leadership understand how exactly the
DMK reacts under pressure and mobilises its forces in
every district. For too long, Vijay has been dismissed as a
movie actor who stormed to power riding on his personal
popularity as an actor. For many months, the visuals of
Vijay taking the flight out of Trichy airport to Chennai
soon after the stampede in Karur in September that killed
41 people, has been cited as proof that he was a "coward".
Speaking to reporters at the same Trichy airport on
Tuesday night, Udhayanidhi repeated the charge, high-
lighting that he, in contrast, was not one to run away.

The arrest saga was thus Vijay borrowing a leaf from the
Jayalalithaa handbook, and establishing that he is no
pushover and can be a strict administrator. The episode
was designed to send a message to the DMK that even their
top leadership could be touched if they crossed the line.
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Bankipur, And Why The Most Dangerous
Voter Is The One Who Thinks Again

"If your vote doesn't change
your life or your situation,
then you need to change your
vote."

Democracy doctrines like this
one come true more as an
exception than as a rule. Since
voter fatigue is slow to grow
and voters' tolerance slow to
fade, these doctrines most
often end up being mocked or
trolled. But history has
enough evidence to prove that
when the exception does
arrive, it changes not just one
game but the rules of the
game. On Monday, Jan Suraaj
Party founding chief Prashant
Kishor defeated his rival from
the BJP in the Bankipur
bypoll. Headlines sang in cho-
rus. The BJP lost its 31-year-
old bastion. The win had an
umami taste to it, as just seven
months ago, each one of his
238 candidates in the Bihar
Assembly polls had lost.
That's why, when the result
came in, I wondered and
hoped. Is the doctrine having
its moment in the sun? Is it a
flash in the pan or the start of
a phenomenon?

Bihar Has Been Here Before
Naysayers have always
scoffed and asked, "Bihar
mein ka ba?" ("What's there in
Bihar?"). But everyone who
has invested thought without
prejudice and looked beyond
the abject apathy and poverty
in Bihar knows that, despite it
being the top BIMARU state,
and irrespective of the
asphyxiating talons of caste in
the state's politics, once in a
while, the voter recovers and
delivers a moment to romance
electoral democracy. It may
not last. It may mutate into
something good, bad, or ugly.
I was in Bihar covering the
February 1990 assembly polls.
It was an ‘'"exceptional
moment" in India's poorest
state, home to people crushed
by the absence of basic neces-
sities, hope, and a state that
cared.

Then, the children of indiffer-
ent gods didn't just transfer
power into the hands of the
Mandalites or dethrone the

- &

dominant demography by
breaking the upper caste's
grip over the state - they wiped
out the Congress so decisively
that the party, till date, has not
been able to make even a fee-
ble recovery in Bihar or
neighbouring Uttar Pradesh.

I stumbled upon that clinch-
ing evidence, that the voter
crafts democratic destinies,
days after Lalu Prasad took
oath on March 10, 1990, as
Chief Minister. That day, he
had reached Phulwaria, his
native village. We were in
tow. A crowd, consisting
largely of dust-covered, shirt-
less, barefoot kids with matted
hair and bright, hopeful eyes,
watched and cheered in
amazement.

'Hathua Raja’

Lalu was the Chief Minister.
The state was his stage. As if
the curtain had just lifted, in a
showman-like moment, he
went towards a grazing buffa-
lo. With a quick jump, he was
on its back. The procession
started. Inside his less-than-
humble home, his mother was
cooking a meal. Lalu wanted
to tell her, "I am now Bihar's
Chief Minister." But the
expanse of his mother's world
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geography was limited. She
didn't know what Bihar or a
Chief Minister meant. Lalu
resolved the situation. He told
her, "I have become the raja of
Hathua." She knew about the
Hathua Raj zamindari estate
belonging to the Baghochia
clan of Bhumihar Brahmins.
Lalu wanted to convey that he
was the most powerful man in
the state. The most powerful
man his mother knew was the
"Hathua Raja". Sitting in that
house that day, I realised the
power the voters had
unsheathed. Sitting today in
the newsroom, I have empiri-
cal evidence that the change
they brought about that day in
February 1990 has redesigned
Indian politics. The jury is out
on whether the change was
good, bad, or ugly.

For Prashant Kishor or the
JSP, replicating Bankipur, or
the impact the Mandal and
Mandir issues had across
Bihar, will be a Herculean
task. But I would love to
romance the outcome of the
Bankipur bypoll, just because
the voters preferred to pick a
candidate and changed their
choice of party. They had a
reason beyond caste for their
vote in a caste cauldron like

o

Bihar. Every checkbox said
Bankipur was a BJP bastion.
Urban in character, like no
other in Bihar. The state CM's
residence, the state's universi-
ty, iconic Gandhi Maidan, and
the hefty real estate around it
all fall in Bankipur. It also had
a perfect caste arithmetic for
the BJP. The upper-caste vote
ranges between 35% and 40%.
With Nitish Kumar on its
side, the BJP controlled a cap-
tive 50% of the votes. Then
there was another advantage.
Out of the 40% upper-caste
vote, the Kayasthas account
for 14-15%. And since 1995, the
BJP's candidate for Patna
West, the earlier avatar of
Bankipur, was Nabin Kishore
Prasad Sinha, a Kayastha. In
2010, Bankipur voted for the
first time after the delimita-
tion exercise in Bihar. And
the first winner was Nitin
Nabin, the current BJP
national president. Bankipur
was won a whopping nine
times in 31 years by him and
his father.

Everything Was In BJP's
Favour, Until It Wasn't

The odds seemed stacked in
favour of the BJP. The BJP
had its first Bihar Chief

Minister, Samrat Chowdhary,
manning the fort. The BJP-
JD(U)-LJP alliance had routed
the INDIA bloc, especially the
RJD, just seven months ago.
Many say the BJP lost
because it was complacent.
Before polling, most leaders
felt that in Bankipur, the
"lotus symbol" was the factor,
not the name or face of the
candidate. The party entered
the contest in a mess. When
Nitin Nabin quit Bankipur for
a Rajya Sabha membership,
the BJP fielded Ashutosh
Bunty as its first pick. But
then he bowed out. His father
was an accused in a scam
involving Lalu Prasad. His
party feared Prashant Kishor
would make corruption a poll
plank. Party sources say the
party president picked Neeraj
Kumar Sinha as the replace-
ment. To compensate, the BJP
pushed a large number of
leaders to campaign towards
countering Kishor's direct-
contact-with-voters outreach.
But the BJP failed to gauge the
depth and width of voter dis-
content. During the cam-
paign, the most frequently
heard refrain in the con-
stituency among BJP support-
ers was: "The party needs to

be taught a lesson." In various
parts of the constituency, dur-
ing morning walks, elders
were heard expressing a sense
of hurt over the exaggerated
swagger of the BJP leader-
ship. An ex-professor at Patna
University who operates a lit-
erature club had told me dur-
ing a phone call barely a week
before polling, "Voters of this
constituency don't battle for
bijli [electricity], sadak [roads]
and paani [water]. They pick
Ravi Shankar Prasad as their
MP because of the IQ and
worldview he brings. That has
been the overarching factor.
There is caste and ideological
loyalty beneath it. But if the
party takes the voters for
granted, then splintering hap-
pens. They won't opt for the
RJD, but Prashant Kishor
becomes a credible option."

Fundamental Matters

The BJP's success for 31 years
hinged on the demographic
composition of this seat. The
mood among the upper castes,
a literate and relatively afflu-
ent voter block, shifted
because of other factors as
well. A section was miffed at
the BJP's visible demographic
focus shift from the upper
castes to the backwards and
most backwards. The eleva-
tion of Nitin Nabin, a
Kayastha, wasn't seen as an
adequate counterweight to
Samrat Chowdhary becoming
Chief Minister.

Bihar grapples with high
unemployment, which has
historically led to the migra-
tion of people to other states.
Bankipur has a large number
of educated youth who are
struggling for jobs or better-
quality jobs.

The issues have been on
Kishor's agenda since he
launched his padyatra (foot
march) in 2022. In Bankipur,
he persisted with his core
messaging but had a definite
target: Chief Minister Samrat
Chowdhary. He turned the
contest into a straight choice
between the two of them. The
focus shifted to personality
over local issues.

Rising HIV cases on higher education campuses:
No more silence, dialogue is essential

- Dr. Satyavan Saurabh

The future of a country is
determined by its youth, and
the greatest centers of youth
power are our schools, col-
leges, and universities.
Therefore, if news emerges
from a state that a large num-
ber of students have tested
positive for HIV, forcing the
government to launch a com-
prehensive testing campaign
in higher education institu-
tions, this is no longer a mat-
ter solely for the health
department. It is a serious
warning for education, socie-
ty, families, policymakers,
and the entire nation. This is
not the time to spread fear,
but to confront this chal-
lenge with a scientific
approach, sensitivity, and
widespread awareness. HIV,
or Human
Immunodeficiency Virus,
attacks the body's immune
system. If not diagnosed and
treated promptly, it can lead
to a serious condition called
AIDS. However, advances in
medical science have made it
a manageable disease. With
the help of antiretroviral
therapy (ART), infected indi-
viduals can live a normal
and long life. Therefore,
early detection, regular
treatment, and infection pre-
vention are crucial. The
news of HIV infection among
young people raises several
serious questions. Is health
and sex education adequate
in our educational institu-
tions? Are young people
receiving scientific informa-
tion about safe behavior, the
causes of infection, and pre-
ventive measures? Are fami-
lies and society willing to
openly communicate on this
topic? If the answer to these
questions is 'no,' then we
must acknowledge that the

problem is not just about
health, but also about our
social mindset and educa-
tion system. Even today,
Indian society doesn't con-
sider it comfortable to dis-
cuss sexual health openly.
Parents are hesitant, teach-
ers often avoid the topic, and
students often receive
incomplete or misleading
information from the inter-
net or friends. This results in
myths, misconceptions, and
misconceptions. Scientific
information, however, is the
most effective means of pre-
venting this disease. It's also
important to understand
that HIV infection can
spread not only through
unprotected sex, but also
through transfusions of
infected blood, the use of con-
taminated needles, and from
an infected mother to her
child. However, HIV is not
spread through shaking
hands, sitting together, shar-
ing food, hugging, sneezing,
or mosquito bites.
Unfortunately, even today, a
large segment of society
remains unaware of these
facts. This ignorance leads to
discrimination and social
exclusion against infected
individuals. Young people
attending higher education
institutions are at a time of
their lives marked by inde-
pendence, curiosity, and a
desire for new experiences.
Guiding them in the right
direction is not only the
responsibility of families,
but also of universities and
the government. Every col-
lege and university should
have a health counseling
center, trained counselors,
confidential testing facili-
ties, and regular awareness
programs. Students should
be assured that their privacy
and dignity will be fully pro-

tected if they come forward
with a health concern. If a
state decides to launch an
HIV testing campaign in
higher education institu-
tions, its objective should not
be solely to identify infected
individuals. = Counseling,
mental health support, treat-
ment, and awareness must
be given equal importance.
Testing will be successful
only if students perceive it as
a normal health safety meas-
ure rather than a source of
fear or shame. The role of the
media also becomes crucial
here. Sensationalizing any
data or event creates fear
and confusion in society.
Conversely, if the media pro-
motes dialogue based on sci-
entific facts, expert opinion,
and awareness, society can
become more responsible
and sensitive. It is also essen-
tial to end the tendency to
associate illness with crime
or character. The growing
trend of drug addiction is
also a matter of concern.
Drug abuse, especially the
sharing of infected needles,
also increases the risk of HIV
infection.

Therefore, de-addiction cam-
paigns and HIV awareness
programs need to be inte-
grated. Effective infection
control is achieved not only
through treatment but also
by reducing risky behav-
iors. India has achieved
remarkable success over the
years through its National
AIDS Control Program. New
infections have declined,
and millions of infected indi-
viduals have been provided
treatment. However, if the
number of infections among
young people is a cause for
concern, it signals the need
to review old awareness
methods and make them
more effective, modern, and

youth-friendly. The role of
the family is crucial in this
entire matter. Confident
communication, accurate
information, and emotional
support with children and
adolescents can protect
them from risky situations.
If families themselves make
this topic taboo, young peo-
ple will be forced to seek
information from inappro-
priate sources. Silence is
never the answer; appropri-
ate communication at the
right time is the foundation
of safety. We must also
remember that a person liv-
ing with HIV is a normal cit-
izen just like us. They need
treatment, respect, and sup-
port, not scorn. The more
sensitive society becomes,
the more people will come
forward without fear for
testing and treatment. This
is also the most effective way
to prevent infection. The
need today is to transform
higher education campuses
not only into centers of
knowledge, but also centers
of health, awareness, and
life skills. Scientific think-
ing, responsible behavior,
regular health checkups,
and a sensitive social envi-
ronment can only address
this challenge. Ultimately,
the challenge of HIV teaches
us that modern education
cannot be limited to degrees.
Life-saving knowledge is
equally essential. If we
break the silence today and
embrace awareness, dia-
logue, and a scientific
approach, not only will
infection prevention be pos-
sible, but we will also build a
society that sees people as
human beings, not diseases.
This is the need of the hour
and the most important step
towards a healthy, safe, and
compassionate India.

WHAT THE US-IRAN CONFLICT REVEALS
ABOUT THE FUTURE OF WARFARE

The current phase of the con-
flict involving Iran may ulti-
mately be remembered less
for its military operations
than for what it reveals about
the changing nature of war-
fare. Despite the employment
of sophisticated intelligence,
precision strikes, overwhelm-
ing air power and sustained
economic pressure, the con-
flict has yet to produce a deci-
sive  political  outcome.
Instead, it has settled into a
pattern of calibrated escala-
tion, deterrence, diplomacy
and strategic signalling. Far
from being an anomaly, the
conflict appears to reinforce
one of the defining strategic
realities of the twenty-first
century: overwhelming mili-
tary superiority no longer
guarantees decisive political
victory. Tounderstand why, it
is necessary to look back to
the Second World War. That
conflict represented the cul-
mination of the age of indus-
trial warfare. Leaders such as
Winston Churchill and
Franklin D. Roosevelt fought
in circumstances where
national survival was at
stake. Victory demanded the
mobilisation of entire soci-
eties, economies and indus-
tries. Strategic bombing,
naval blockades, prolonged
campaigns of attrition and the
full commitment of national
resources were regarded as
necessary instruments of war.
The human cost was unprece-
dented. An estimated 70 to 85
million people lost their lives.
Entire cities were devastated,
and civilians became part of
the battlefield itself. Wartime
famines, including the Bengal
famine of 1943, illustrated how
conflict, disrupted supply
chains and policy decisions
could combine to produce cat-
astrophic humanitarian con-
sequences. Such immense suf-

fering was endured because
the war was perceived as exis-
tential. Defeat was simply not
an option. Paradoxically, that
devastation also created the
foundations of a new interna-
tional order. Germany and
Japan were comprehensively
defeated. Their political sys-
tems were reconstructed.
Under General Douglas
MacArthur, Japan under-
went sweeping constitutional
and economic reforms.
Europe was rebuilt through
the Marshall Plan. At the glob-
al level, the victorious Allies
laid the foundations of the
United Nations and the
Bretton Woods institutions,
creating a political and eco-
nomic framework that would
underpin decades of relative
stability and unprecedented
global growth. This post-war
order was possible because
three exceptional conditions
existed simultaneously: deci-
sive military victory, the col-
lapse of defeated states and
unparalleled American eco-
nomic and strategic domi-
nance. Those conditions no
longer exist. Today's conflicts
unfold in a fundamentally dif-
ferent environment. Nuclear
weapons impose limits on
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escalation that did not exist in

1945. Modern societies are far
less willing to accept large-
scale military or civilian casu-
alties. International humani-
tarian law has evolved signifi-
cantly, while instant global
communications ensure that
civilian suffering is visible
around the world in real time.
Economic interdependence
means that prolonged wars
rapidly disrupt energy mar-
kets, trade, finance and supply
chains far beyond the immedi-
ate theatre of conflict. Military
force remains indispensable,
but it now operates alongside
cyber operations, economic
sanctions, technological com-
petition, intelligence, informa-
tion campaigns and proxy
conflicts. The traditional dis-
tinction between war and
peace has become increasing-
ly blurred, replaced by contin-
uous strategic competition
across multiple domains. The
objective is no longer the
unconditional surrender of an
adversary but the manage-
ment of escalation while pre-
serving strategic advantage.
The experiences of Iraq and
Afghanistan demonstrated
that battlefield success does
not necessarily translate into

durable political settlements.
The current conflict involving
Iran appears to reinforce the
same lesson. Military opera-
tions can impose costs,
degrade capabilities and
strengthen deterrence. They
cannot, by themselves, guar-
antee the political transforma-
tion that followed the Allied
victories in 1945. For India,
this transformation carries
important strategic implica-
tions. India's future security
will depend not only on mili-
tary capability but also on eco-
nomic resilience, technologi-
cal innovation, industrial
capacity and institutional
strength. Maritime security
in the Indian Ocean, energy
resilience, secure supply
chains, cyber capability and
technological self-reliance are
becoming integral compo-
nents of national power.
Equally important, India
operates in a world where
another 1945 moment is
unlikely. No single power
today possesses the authority
or dominance to reshape the
international system as the
United States and its allies did
after the Second World War,
when they established the
United Nations.




P—q

sl
THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES

& www.thesouthindiatimes.com

Telangana gears up for global

summit in December 2026
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Hyderabad: Telangana
Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju
on Wednesday, August 5,
directed officials to make
extensive arrangements for
the successful conduct of
the Telangana Rising 2026
Global Summit, which is
scheduled for December.
Speaking at a review meet-
ing at the Secretariat, the
Chief Secretary said that
the Global Summit will
serve as a pivotal platform
for boosting the state’s
Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) and urged
all government depart-

ments to work in coordina-
tion to ensure the event’s
success. A suggestion has
been made to utilise the
Young India Skill
University complex cur-
rently under construction
at Bharat Future City for
hosting the global summit.
Extensive discussions were
held on matters such as
attracting investments to
the state, accelerating
industrial development,
expanding skill develop-
ment opportunities for the
youth, boosting employ-
ment generation, and deliv-

T
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ering digital services more
efficiently.

The government’s
‘Telangana Rising‘ initia-
tive aims to position the
state at the forefront of all
sectors, including develop-
ment, investments, indus-
trial growth, infrastructure,
skill development, innova-
tion, employment genera-
tion, and welfare. A sugges-
tion has been made to
utilise the Young India Skill
University complex cur-
rently under construction
at Bharat Future City for
hosting the global summit.

Business

New Delhi: Observing that mecha-
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DIGITAL FRAUD: SC ASKS RBI TO

anism to enable them to deal with

ISSUE SOP ON MULE ACCOUNTS

nisms to tackle cyber crimes needed
“wider adoption, faster implementa-
tion, and continued follow-up,” the
Supreme Court on Tuesday, August
4, asked the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) to prepare and circulate a stan-
dard operating procedure (SOP) in
four weeks to deal with bank
accounts linked to cyber frauds,
including mule accounts. Issuing a
slew of nationwide directions aimed
at strengthening the response to
cyber-enabled financial frauds, a
bench of Chief Justice Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V.
Mbohana directed all states, Union
Territories (UTs), and law enforce-
ment agencies to ensure the expedi-
tious adoption and operationalisa-
tion of the grievance redressal and
money restoration modules devel-
oped for victims of such frauds. The
bench was hearing a suo motu mat-
ter, “In Re: Victims of Digital Arrest
Related to Forged Documents”. After
perusing the consolidated status
reports and hearing Attorney
General R. Venkataramani on behalf
of the government, the bench said,
“While the progress reported at this
stage is appreciable, the mechanisms
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already put in place require wider
adoption, faster implementation, and
continued follow-up.” RBI gets 4
weeks to prepare, circulate SOP The
bench issued interim directions and
said, “The Reserve Bank of India
shall, within four weeks, prepare and
circulate an SOP for dealing with
mule accounts/accounts linked to
money laundering activity and
cyber-enabled fraud. A copy of the
final SOP shall be furnished to the
Registrar General of all High
Courts.” It also asked the states,
Union Territories (UTs) and law

enforcement agencies to ensure
“expeditious adoption and opera-
tionalisation” of the grievance mod-
ules namely, “the Grievance
Redressal Module, and the Money
Restoration Module” under the
Ministry of Home Affairs’ SOP con-
cerning the National Cyber Crime
Reporting Portal (NCRP). “They shall
also take appropriate steps to ensure
public awareness of these two mod-
ules,” it said. It asked the Registrar
General of High Courts to apprise all
courts and other adjudicating author-
ities of the grievance redressal mech-

freezing of bank accounts involved in
cyber frauds. “An aggrieved person
may ordinarily be encouraged to
avail of the said mechanism in the
first instance. However, doing so shall
not operate as a bar to the exercise of
any constitutional, statutory or other
legal remedies available in law,” it
said. It asked the authorities to pro-
vide in their next status reports the
“state-wise and bank-wise data” of
grievances registered and disposed of,
besides the summary of restoration
orders issued and the amounts
restored to the victims. Directs states
to adopt e-Zero FIR mechanism On
the issue of State Cyber Crime
Coordination Centres and the regis-
tration of e-Zero FIRs, the bench noted
that so far only 18 states have estab-
lished such centres and asked the
remaining states to “notify and opera-
tionalise” such centres within four
weeks. It also asked them to take steps
to adopt the e-Zero FIR mechanism, in
consultation with I4C (Indian Cyber
Crime Coordination Centre). “The
14C shall ensure necessary follow-up
and provide the requisite assistance
to the States for implementation of
these directions,” it said.

RBI HOLDS REPO RATE
AT 5.25 PC, MAINTAINS
NEUTRAL STANCE

New Delhi: The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) on Wednesday,
August 5, kept the repo rate
unchanged at 5.25 per cent,
while maintaining the status
quo in its latest Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
meeting amid the ongoing
geopolitical tensions. The
Standing Deposit Facility
(SDF) rate also remained at 5
per cent, while the Marginal
Standing Facility (MSF) rate
and the bank rate stood at 5.5
per cent. RBI Governor
Sanjay Malhotra said that
trade uncertainties linger as
US has imposed fresh tariffs.
Crude oil and financial mar-
kets remain volatile amid
West Asia crisis, he added.
Several economists had
expected the six-member
MPC to maintain the status
quo on interest rates and
retain its neutral policy
stance. The policy review
comes at a time when infla-
tion has edged higher in
recent months, though it
remains within the RBI’s tol-

erance band. Rising crude oil
prices, currency movements
and developments in West
Asia remain key factors influ-
encing the central bank’s out-
look. At the same time,
domestic economic condi-
tions have remained
resilient, supported by
healthy growth momentum,
favourable monsoon condi-
tions and robust foreign capi-
tal inflows. It the earlier MPC
meeting in June, The MPC
unanimously decided to keep
the policy repo rate
unchanged at 5.25 per cent, in
line with the expectations
from  economists. The
Standing Deposit Facility
(SDF) rate was set at 5 per
cent, while the Marginal
Standing Facility (MSF) rate
and the bank rate stood at 5.5
per cent. Malhotra said while
the economy remains
resilient, incipient stress in
certain segments are there
and there are considerable
risks surrounding both infla-
tion and growth assessments.
In the June meeting, the RBI
had revised its real GDP
growth forecast for FY27106.6
per cent, down from the earli-
er projection of 6.9 per cent,
reflecting the impact of
heightened global uncertain-
ty, geopolitical tensions, sup-
ply chain disruptions, and ris-
ing energy prices. SDF rate
also remained at 5 per cent,
while the Marginal Standing
Facility (MSF) rate and the
bank rate stood at 5.5 per cent.

IBM Launches FutureNow Centre in Visakhapatnam to
Support Global Al and Digital Tra

Visakhapatnam  Andhra
Pradesh, August 5, 2026 —
IBM (NYSE: IBM) today
announced the opening of its

new IBM  Consulting
FutureNow Centre in
Visakhapatnam, reinforc-

ing the company's continued
investment in India's digital
transformation and talent
ecosystem. The Centre will
support the delivery of con-
sulting and technology serv-
ices for global clients, with
capabilities spanning artifi-
cial intelligence (AI), hybrid
cloud, software engineering,
data and analytics, cyberse-
curity and enterprise trans-
formation. It will also serve
as a hub for Alfirst cloud
transformation and servic-
es, platform engineering,
service integration, quality
engineering and user expe-
rience services. The
FutureNow Centre reflects
IBM's focus on expanding
innovation and delivery
capabilities in emerging
technology hubs across
India. With a growing pool
of digital talent, strong aca-
demic institutions and an
evolving technology ecosys-
tem, Visakhapatnam is well-
positioned to support global
client engagements while
creating new opportunities
for skilled professionals in
the region. Through the
FutureNow Centre, IBM
aims to deepen its presence
in Andhra Pradesh and con-
tribute to the development
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of a future-ready technology
workforce. The FutureNow
Centre was opened by Shri
Nara Lokesh, Minister of IT,

Electronics and HRD,
Government of Andhra
Pradesh in the presence of
Sandip Patel, Managing
Director, IBM India & South
Asia, along with other digni-
taries from the Government
of Andhra Pradesh and IBM.
Inaugurating the Center,
Shri Nara Lokesh, Minister
of IT, Electronics and HRD,
Government of Andhra
Pradesh, said, “IBM’s
FutureNow Centre is a
strong endorsement of

Visakhapatnam’s emer-
gence as a global hub for
artificial intelligence, digital
services and technology-led
innovation. Our vision is
not merely to attract tech-
nology investments, but to
build a complete ecosystem
that creates high-quality
employment, develops
futureready talent and
enables young people from
Andhra Pradesh to partici-
pate in the global digital
economy. We welcome IBM’s
continued commitment to
Andhra Pradesh and look
forward to working together
to make Vizag one of India’s

nsformation Delivery

leading destinations for Al
and digital transformation."
“India has a unique opportu-
nity to lead in the digital era
by combining its talent, inno-
vation and technology capa-
bilities to realize the vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047. At IBM,
we are committed to helping
build the capabilities that
enable our clients to acceler-
ate Al adoption and other
emerging technologies that
create lasting value," said
Sandip Patel, Managing
Director, IBM India and
South Asia. "The IBM
Consulting FutureNow
Centre in Visakhapatnam
reflects this commitment,
while reinforcing India’s role
as a global destination for
innovation and technology
delivery," he added. “Vizag
offers a compelling combina-
tion of emerging digital tal-
ent, strong academic institu-
tions and a growing technol-
ogy ecosystem, making it an
important location for sup-
porting client transforma-
tion journeys. Through the
IBM Future Now Centre, we
are bringing together tech-
nology expertise and local
talent to help clients acceler-
ate Al and digital transfor-
mation while creating mean-
ingful opportunities for the
region's next generation of
technology professionals,”
said Usha Srikanth,
Managing Partner, IBM
Consulting FutureNow
Centre, India.

ABOVE RS 2,000 MAY
ATTRACT CHARGES

Hyderabad: The government
is likely to allow banks and
payment service providers
to levy a charge of 0.25 to 0.4
per cent as merchant dis-
count rate (MDR) on UPI
payments above Rs 2,000
made to businesses, while
keeping person-to-person
transactions out of its scope,
officials said. The Taxation
and Other Laws
(Amendment) Bill, moved by
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman in
Parliament on Tuesday,
August 4, seeks to remove
the existing bar on banks
and payment service
providers from levying MDR
on notified electronic pay-
ment modes. Officials, how-
ever, told the Times of India
that no decision has been
taken on when the proposal
will be implemented. Won’t
affect daily small purchases
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Official estimates show that
the Rs 2,000 threshold will
cover only five per cent of all
UPI transactions by volume,
though those transactions
account for 65 per cent of the
total transaction value. The
move is unlikely to affect
daily purchases such as
milk, vegetables and gro-
ceries or payments for auto
and taxi rides. In July, UPI
recorded 23.7 billion transac-
tions with a combined value
of Rs 29.9 lakh crore. “Even if
implemented, 95 per cent of
the transactions will not
face the merchant discount
rate. Besides, not all busi-
nesses are going to pass on
the fees, which will be a
small amount,” an official
told TOI. Industry sources
said the government may
also impose a ceiling on the
absolute amount that can
be charged.

BUILDING TRUST IN TECH:

Ai+ Smartphone Commits Rs. 100 Crore to Enhance
Security Through Community Participation

Visakhapatnam (Vizag),
August 2026: In a ground-
breaking move for the Indian
smartphone landscape, Ai+
Smartphone has launched
Project Trust+, a bold initia-
tive dedicated to creating the
country's safest smartphone
ecosystem through long-term
community  engagement.
The company is pledging 720
crore annually for the next
five years, totaling ?100 crore,
to invite the tech and devel-
oper community to enhance
security and foster trust
within its devices. Through
the initiative, the company is
inviting independent
researchers to actively test
its systems, challenge its
security architecture and
highlight vulnerabilities that
can be addressed before they
impact consumers. Project
Trust+ is driven by the belief
that security is an ongoing
journey rather than a final
destination. As digital land-
scapes become more inter-
connected, Ai+ emphasizes
that building secure smart-
phones requires collabora-
tion, transparency, and
active participation from the
community. This initiative

aims to go beyond traditional
bug bounty programs, foster-
ing an open environment
where developers, security
researchers, and ethical
hackers can collectively con-
tribute to the safety and
resilience of Ai+ products.

Commenting on the
announcement, Madhav
Sheth, CEO, Ai+
Smartphone and Founder,
NxtQuantum Shift
Technologies, said "Most

companies tell users their
devices are secure. We want
to prove it. The reality is that

Smartphone

Project Trust

100 Crore Committed

Together lets build the
safest smartphone ecosystem.

no smartphone, no platform,
and no technology ecosys-
tem can claim security as a
finished destination. It
evolves every day. Project
Trust+ reflects our belief
that trust should be built
transparently and collabora-
tively. We are opening our
doors to India’s technology
community because we
believe the safest products
are built not in isolation, but
together." The initiative fur-
ther strengthens Ai+’s
broader philosophy around
transparency, privacy, and

user ownership, values that
also sit at the centre of
NxtQuantum OS, the compa-
ny’s sovereign mobile oper-
ating system initiative.With
Project Trust+, Ai+
Smartphone aims to shift the
conversation around smart-
phone security from claims
and promises to continuous
improvement and public
accountability. Because
when it comes to trust, the
work is never complete.To
apply for the programme,
visit the link in bio on
Madhav’s IG handle.

What can scientists learn from a stray
SpaceX rocket hitting the Moon?

A stray SpaceX rocket is
believed to have crashed into
the Moon, forming a crater
near a famous lunar land-
mark and giving scientists a
unique research opportunity
that could help future mis-
sions. The empty upper stage
of a Falcon 9 rocket was due to
strike the Moon near the

Einstein crater at a speed of

about 5,400mph (8,700km/h)
on Wednesday. The short,
dramatic flash it created
would have been hard to
catch by amateur
astronomers even with high-
end telescopes, but larger
observatories in the
Americas are analysing the
information. It could be days
or even weeks before the full
picture of what happened and
what we can learn from it is
known - but for planetary
geologists, this accidental col-
lision is a scientific gift. Space
X's Falcon 9 rocket is a
reusable model and has been
sent into space on several mis-
sions. Its design allows part of
the rocket to return to Earth,
but other sections are shed in
space. The rocket blasted off
from Florida in January last
year, carrying two lunar lan-
ders into space. Its job was to
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fire the upper stage hard

enough to send both of the lan-
ders out of Earth's orbit and
onto a path towards the Moon
- mission accomplished. The
spent stage - which is about
the size of a five-storey build-
ing and weighs at least 4,000kg
- was left drifting in a long,
looping orbit that swung out
towards the Moon and back
again. Over the next 18
months, the gentle gravita-
tional tug of the Earth, Moon
and Sun, along with even light
from the Sun, gave a faint
push. Astronomers tracking
the rocket part eventually
worked out that those small
nudges had put it on a course
towards the Moon and was
picking up speed every day.
The impact at around 07:35

BST (06:35 GMT) on
Wednesday happened in
broad daylight for many parts
of the world, but the tiny flash
it produced would have been
far too faint to see, even
through a telescope. Amateur
astronomers observing in
darkness would also have had
little realistic chance of seeing
the flash, given that it would
have lasted a fraction of a sec-
ond and occured on a part of
the Moon bathed in daylight.
And so it may also have been
hard for them to see a plume
of dust stretching as far as
100km (62 miles) that lasted
for several minutes. Even
spacecraft orbiting the Moon
were not in the right place at
the right time to watch the
impact happen live. South

Korea's Danuri orbiter had
the best chance, having
passed near the crash site
shortly beforehand. Its team
has told Korean media that
any footage will only be
released once researchers
have completed their analy-
sis. Over the next few days,
Nasa's Lunar Reconnaissance
Orbiter will be in position to
photograph the site, allowing
images before and after the
crash to be compared. The sci-
ence and probably the first
images might come from pow-
erful telescopes in the
Americas where the sky was
still dark. Even then, turning
the detection of a 14m object
hitting a daylight part of the
lunar surface 1385,000km
away won't be easy but not
impossible. Image processing
to clean up the picture can
take hours, days or even
weeks, as scientists check and
process the data. But the sight
of the new crater from the
orbiting spacecraft will be
eagerly anticipated. Because
researchers already know the
rocket's exact size, speed and
point of impact, this collision
turns from being a random
accident into a rare, con-
trolled experiment.




2

e

<

e
THE SOUTIT INDIA TIMES

& www.thesouthindiatimes.com

MEXICAN INFLU-
ENCER SHOT DEAD

A Mexican influencer,
César Gastélum, has been
shot dead while
livestreaming on TikTok.
Gastélum was filming
with two friends outside a
fast food restaurant in
Tres Rios, in the northern
city of Culiacan, on
Tuesday evening when
when two men on a
motorbike drove up to
him and one shot him at
close range. He had more
than half a million follow-
ers on TikTok and mainly
uploaded comedy videos.
It is not the first time a
social media influencer
has been killed in Mexico.
Last year, 23-year-old
Valeria Marquez was shot
dead at a beauty salon
while she was livestream-
ing on TikTok. On the
livestream, Gastélum and
his friends were wearing
bright orange coats and
bags typically used by
delivery drivers. Local
media reported that their
outfits originally led
police to believe that the
victim was a delivery
driver, but officials were

DURING LIVESTREAM

later alerted to his identi-
ty. Police and forensic
experts cordoned off the
area and are examining
the cartridge casings and
CCTV footage for any
clues. No arrests have so
far been made and the two
people on the motorbike
fled the scene. It is not yet
clear whether Gastélum
had received any threats.
On his Instagram account
he often shared pictures
of his travels and nights
out, or posing in front of
luxury cars. In one of his
posts, he could be seen at
the grave of Leobardo
Aispuro, an influencer
known as "El Gordo
Peruci". Aispuro was shot
dead in December 2024, in
a killing which police
said may have been
linked to the rivalry
between two warring fac-
tions of the Sinaloa cartel.
Violence in the state of
Sinaloa, of which
Culiacan is the capital,
has spiralled since the
two factions Los
Chapitos and La Mayiza -
fell out in September 2024.
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Trump says Iran will be 'hit very hard' if Hormuz Strait not open soon as oil prices fall

Left-wing political outsider wins Democratic
Senate primary in Michigan

Left-wing political outsider
Abdul El-Sayed is projected
to win the Democratic Senate
primary in Michigan, which
exposed bitter divisions over
the party's direction. The for-
mer public health official is
on course to beat moderate
four-term Democratic con-
gresswoman Haley Stevens,
according to CBS News, the
BBC's US partner. El-Sayed
voiced support for progres-
sive causes like universal
healthcare and abolishing US
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement. He also called
for ending unconditional US
military aid to Israel. If offi-
cially confirmed as the pri-
mary's winner, he will face
Republican and Trump ally
Mike Rogers, in November's
midterm elections. The son of
Egyptian immigrants would

be the first Muslim US sena-

tor if he wins in November.
"The movement to get money
out of politics, put money in

your pocket, and pass
Medicare for All is a big
movement," El-Sayed said on
Wednesday, echoing a famil-
iar refrain he had used on the
campaign trail. He vowed to
support constituents "if you
supported me or you did not
support me, if you voted for
Vice President

[Kamala]

Harris in 2024 or you voted
for Donald Trump". "I want to
congratulate Abdul El-Sayed
on winning the Democratic
nomination for US Senate,"
Stevens said in a statement.
"He is a doctor, a community
health official, a Rhodes
Scholar, and a dedicated
Michigander. I am proud to
offer my support as he takes
on Mike Rogers in the gener-
al election." The November

midterm elections will deter-
mine the balance of power in
Washington for the last two
years of President Donald
Trump's time in office.
Trump declared the
Michigan Senate result
"Great news for the
Republican Party". In his post
on Truth Social, Trump
referred to the Democratic
Party as the "Dumocrats"”, and
claimed their "crazy policies
will only get worse!" After a
bruising and sometimes bit-
ter campaign, El-Sayed hinted
at bridge-building when he
addressed supporters on
Tuesday night, before the out-
come was known. "Whatever
happens tonight, we have a
responsibility to ensure that
we unite, unite to make sure

that [Republican] Mike
Rogers never sees the inside
of the US Senate."

UN RIGHTS CHIEF ALARMED BY RISE
IN IRAN EXECUTIONS SINCE MARCH

The UN human rights chief
has said he is alarmed by the
rise in executions in Iran,
with capital punishment con-
tinuing to be used "to instil
fear among the population
and suppress dissent". Volker
Tiirk said at least 56 people
had been executed on nation-
al security-related charges
since 19 March, including 27
in cases linked to January's
nationwide anti-government
protests. More than 100 oth-
ers were at risk of execution
on similar charges, while exe-
cutions for drugrelated
offences were also continuing
at an alarming rate, he added.
Iran is thought to be the
world's second-most prolific
executioner after China. Last
year, it put to death at least
2,159 people, according to
Amnesty International. The
human rights group said that
was the highest figure on
record since 1981 and includ-
ed 45 executions of suspected
dissidents on national securi-
ty-related charges. Activists
have warned that Iranian
authorities might make

greater use of executions
against their opponents fol-
lowing January's protests,

during which thousands of
demonstrators were Killed
and tens of thousands were
detained, and the US-Israeli
war with Iran on 28
February. In a statement,
Tirk urged Iranian authori-
ties to halt all executions and
move toward the abolition of
the death penalty, saying that
"such punishment has no
place in our world". As well
as expressing alarm at the
rise in executions, he said the
persistent lack of fair trial
and due process guarantees
was "deeply troubling", with
confessions allegedly
obtained under torture and
other ill-treatment. "Several
executions have reportedly

been carried out in public.
Some have reportedly been
carried out only weeks after
arrest,” he added. "Twelve
defendants were reportedly
sentenced to death following
a single three-hour closed-
door hearing." There was no
immediate comment from
the Iranian government. But
it has previously defended
the use of the death penalty,
saying it is limited to only
"the most severe crimes". On
Monday, Iran's judiciary said
it executed two men convict-
ed of spying for Israel. Omid
Behzad and Pouria Safvat
were accused of sending coor-
dinates, images and other
information on sensitive mil-

itary, law enforcement and
security sites to Israel's
Mossad foreign intelligence
service during the current
war and the 12-day conflict in
June 2025, according to the
judiciary's Mizan news
agency. Last week, 19-year-
old Arvin Kheirkhahan was
executed after being convict-
ed of the security-related
charge of "enmity against
God" over his alleged role in
January's unrest, Iran's
Human Rights Activists
News Agency (HRANA)
reported, citing a source close
to his family. Another two
men arrested during the
protests, Abolfazl Sepahi
Badjani and Amirhossein
Safari Hosseinabadi, were
executed in public in a
square in Isfahan, according
to HRANA. They were
among 12 people convicted of
several charges, including
"enmity against God" and
"corruption on Earth", in
connection with the killing of
four law enforcement offi-
cers on 8 January. Two of
their fellow defendants,
Erfan Esfandiari and Gol
Mohammad Mohammadi,
were executed on 19 July.

DRONE CARRYING EXPLO-
SIVES FOUND AT GERMAN
AIRPORT, POLICE SAY

A drone carrying an explo-
sive device has been found
at a German airport, police
say. A robot was deployed at
Leipzig/Halle Airport after
the device was spotted by an
employee near Ukrainian
cargo planes overnight,
according to Saxony police.
A second unidentified
object also collided with a
cargo aircraft near the same
airport. Minor damage was
detected on the aircraft after
it landed in Hanover.
German airports are on
high alert following a series
of unauthorised drone
flights in recent months
over sensitive sites includ-
ing military bases, airports,
energy terminals, seaports

and logistics companies.
Police have warned that the
overflights could have been
organised by Russian
agents. Leipzig/Halle
Airport in eastern Germany
is used by the Germany mil-
itary and Nato allies for the
transport of military goods
and also serves as a base for
Ukraine's Antonov Airlines
- which carry most of the
country's aerial cargo. It is
also a major hub for the
logistics group, DHL. A
police spokesman told the
BBC that the explosive-
laden object had been spot-
ted close to parked Antonov
planes. The detonator was
removed from the explo-
sive device.

Waste workers help
winner find binned €1m

B
A lottery player who acci-
dentally binned a 1m
(£857,158) winning-ticket
may be the luckiest per-
son in Italy after refuse
workers found the miss-
ing slip. The anonymous
player disposed of the
ticket in a shop in
Bitonto, southern Italy,
after checking their num-
bers and being told it was
"non-payable". The per-
son only realised they
threw away a winning
ticket after a relative
pointed out the numbers
they always played had
been drawn. It sparked a
two-day search through a
"mountain of waste"
which had been collected
by a bin lorry, the head of
the refuse company,
Roberto Nicola Toscano,
told Italian news agency
Ansa. "This story is noth-
ing short of miraculous,"
he added. Recounting the
story, he said the mix-up
happened because the
"non-payable" message
appears when the prize is
too high to be paid out by
the shop. When the player
returned home, their fam-
ily reportedly pointed out
their favourite numbers -
2, 4, 8, 10, and 51 - had
been drawn. "It was then
that they realised the mis-
understanding. So they
all went to the shop
together and discovered
that the tickets had been

lottery ticket in Italy

thrown away and collect-
ed by one of our opera-
tors," said Toscano, direc-
tor of SANB who handles
waste collection in the
area. After the player
made contact with the
refuse company, the bin
lorry was located before
its contents were com-
pacted for  disposal.
"Luckily it was a Sunday,
otherwise the load would
have already ended up in
landfill," the boss told
Italian broadcaster
TGCOM24. The truck was
then escorted to a special
site where the search
began to find the "small
piece of paper hidden in a
mountain of waste".
Finally after a two-day
search, the winning ticket
was reportedly found by a
waste worker on Tuesday
morning, with the work-
ers cheering as if they had
won the prize themselves.
"It was in a hole-ridden
bag along with other dam-
aged tickets: this was one
of the few intact ones,"
Toscano told Ansa. The
cost of the recovery oper-
ation is set to be charged
to the winner, who had
previously signed a decla-
ration promising to cover
the search costs. The luck
even rubbed off when
Toscano and his col-
leagues bought a scratch
card as a joke. They won
50 (£43).

El-Sayed promotes progressive platform after Michigan Senate primary win

PAKISTAN RESTRICTS INTERNATIONAL

Pakistani authorities have
imposed new restrictions
on international media
reporting in the country in
a move that has drawn
sharp criticism from jour-
nalist organisations.
Anyone working for for-
eign media, including
Pakistani nationals, must
now seek permission to
report from anywhere
except the cities of
Islamabad, Karachi and
Lahore. The restrictions
would leave on-the-ground
reporting by foreign media
at the discretion and timing
of the authorities across
most of Pakistan, which
currently ranks 153 out of
180 on the World Press
Freedom Index. "These
guidelines are tantamount
to choking international
media in an increasingly
shrinking space,” said

political commentator
Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar.
Limitations on the media
are not new, but local
media are often subject to
more pressure than inter-
national outlets. "The pub-
lic looks at the internation-
al media for independent
reporting," Khokhar says.
"Placing restrictions sim-
ply creates more room for
disinformation and spread
of fake news." Pakistan's

MEDIA REPORTING

government said the guide-
lines, issued on Sunday, are
not to restrict media but to
"provide an administrative

mechanism" to verify
media, facilitate access and
co-ordinate reporting
requirements.The new
rules - called the Foreign
Media Facilitation
Guidelines, 2026 - do not set
out how long gaining per-
mission, known as a No
Objection Certificate or

NOC, can take. Foreign
journalists already require
NOCs and can wait months
for permissions or never
receive an answer - severe-
ly curtailing their ability to
report breaking news sto-
ries from the ground in the
country of 240 million peo-
ple. International media
outlets often therefore rely
on Pakistani nationals,
who can travel more easily
to — or are permanently
based in - cities like
Peshawar or Quetta, to ver-
ify information. Under
these new guidelines, any
contributor, including free-
lancers, living outside the
three specified cities would
require NOC permissions
to cover a story. "These are
ridiculous restrictions and
are totally unacceptable,"
said Zaffar Abbas, editor of
Dawn newspaper.




PORTS[ ]

Ajinkya Rahane Reveals Ben Stokes'
Advice That Changed His Career:
""We Played Together In IPL"

Former India captain
Ajinkya Rahane recently
called time on his illustrious
cricketing career that
spanned nearly two decades
last week. With 85 Tests and
more than 100 caps in white-
ball cricket, and over 8,000
international runs, Rahane
leaves behind a legacy full of
cherishable moments.
Despite enjoying a decorated
career, Rahane's journey had
its ups and downs, like that of
any other international
cricketer. While social media
scrutiny wasn't as relentless
as it is today, Rahane spilled
the beans on how he stayed
focused during tours and, in
general, avoided the gaze of
trolls. Reflecting on his
career, Rahane revealed the
advice of former England
captain Ben Stokes, who
retired from international
cricket last month, which
helped him switch off the out-
side noise. "I delete all the
social media apps when the

series is on. But no one advis-
es us to, and that's just my
own advice to myself. I
remember Ben Stokes advis-
ing me not to see social media
in 2017 when we played
together in the IPL. Creating
aroutine helped me individu-
ally deal with this once I am
in my room. Just things like
watching something on
Netflix or some other app,
reading a book, chatting to
family, and ironing my
clothes for the next day," said
Rahane on Stick to Cricket

podcast. Rahane also insisted
that having a designated
social media team in this era
helped him focus during
tours. He also admitted the
temptation to scroll through
social media after a good
game or tour, but stressed
the need to avoid unneces-
sary interactions. "I have
my team who manage every-
thing. Whatever I've to post,
I generally send them the
photo, and if there is any-
thing to be approved, they'll
send it to me.

Carlos Alcaraz Withdraws
From Cincinnati Masters

World number two Carlos
Alcaraz has withdrawn
from the ATP Cincinnati
Masters with the wrist
injury that has sidelined
him since April, organiz-
ers said Tuesday. The
Spaniard will not defend
his title at the tournament
that starts on August 13
because of "an ongoing
wrist injury." "We know
Carlos is doing everything
he can to get back to play-
ing tournaments as soon
as possible," tournament
director Bob Moran said
in a statement. "We wish
him the best with his
recovery and look forward

With Wrist Injury

to welcoming him back to
Cincinnati in the future."
The move will spark con-

cerns over Alcaraz's
upcoming title defense at
the US Open, the final
Grand Slam of the year,
which starts on August 30
in New York.

The elite hard court tour-
nament in Cincy is the last
major tune-up for the
Open. The 23-year-old
Alcaraz has already opted
out of the French Open
and Wimbledon this year
as he recovers from the
injury suffered in the first
round of the Barcelona
Open in April.

Ajit Agarkar's Job Under Threat Over Rohit Sharma
Saga, Could Be Replaced By India Great: Report

The tenure of Ajit Agarkar, the selec-
tion committee chief in the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI),
might be coming to an end in a
month's time, with reports suggest-
ing that the top bosses in the board
are planning to replace him with
VVS Laxman, the current head of the
Centre of Excellence in Bengaluru.
Agarkar's contract was set to end in
June 2026, but he was given a three-
month extension by the board. It was
expected that the former pace bowler
would get another extension that
would keep him in the chair until the
conclusion of the 2027 ODI World
Cup. However, the last few months
have seen the situation get complex,
especially with the drama around
Rohit Sharma's future in India's ODI
team. It was reported that the three-
match ODI series against England
would be Rohit's last. According to a
in Dainik Jagran,
Agarkar-led selection committee had
even spoken to the Gautam Gambhir-
led team management about leaving
Rohit out of subsequent assignments.

report

However,

the

occurred when news broke that the
third ODI between India and
England at Lord's would be Rohit's
last. The Hitman went on to slam a
century in that final match, putting
both the selectors and the team man-
agement on the back foot. Not long
after the leak ahead of the third ODI,
BCCI Secretary Devajit Saikia also
released a statement, apparently
without speaking to Chief Selector

Agarkar, asserting that Rohit will
play as long as he is part of the team's
plans. "Rohit is a regular member of
the Indian ODI team, and he will con-
tinue to represent the country as long
as he is in the scheme of things. In
other words, the Lord's ODI won't be
his last match," Saikia told PTI.
READ | "Drop Me": Rohit Sharma's
'Effective' Message To BCCI Selectors
Decoded By Ex-India Star It has also
been reported that those managing

B The tenure of Ajit Agarkar,
the selection committee chief in
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI), might
be coming to an end in a
month's time, with reports sug-
gesting that the top bosses in

the board are planning to
replace him with VVS Laxman

affairs in the Indian team do not want
Rohit to play in the 2027 ODI World
Cup. Additionally, the BCCI had
scheduled a review meeting for the
eight losses out of ten matches in
Ireland and England, but it has not
yet taken place. The meeting was
supposed to be held after the
England tour, but the team has
already travelled to Sri Lanka for
the two-match Test series without
the review being completed.
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Brock Lesnar Confirms Retirement After
Defeat To Oba Femi At SummerSlam

World Wrestling
Entertainment (WWE) icon
Brock Lesnar announced his
retirement from professional
wrestling following a loss to
rising Nigerian wrestling
star Oba Femi at the promo-
tion's marquee
'‘SummerSlam' event on
August 1. The 49-year-old
multi-time WWE champion,
who also had stints in the
Ultimate Fighting
Championship (UFC) and
New Japan Pro Wrestling
(NJPW) as a part of an illus-
trious combat sport career,
confirmed his retirement on
'The Pat McAfee Show' on
Tuesday, as per ESPN.
Appearing on the show,
Lesnar confirmed that his
outing against Femi would be
the last of his career. He also
admitted that he felt he was
done as an in-ring performer
following a loss to Femi at
WrestleMania 42 in April,
having removed and left his
gloves and boots in the ring,
but he decided to return,
defeating the 28-year-old in
May at 'Clash in Italy' before
finally losing to the rising
star in a Hell in a Cell' match
at SummerSlam. Following
the match, he raised Oba's
hand as a sign of respect, hail-

P~ .
ing him as 'the future of
WWE!, while calling himself
'the past’. "I am here today to
let the world know that I am
retired," Lesnar said at the
show as quoted by ESPN.
"Saturday was a very emo-
tional day for me. It was kind
of weird. When Oba Femi
slammed me at
WrestleMania, I said, T can-
not do this anymore. I think I
am done." But the business
called, and I still had some
fuel in the tank." "Saturday,
for Brock Lesnar, that is it.
That is it for me in the
squared circle and every-
thing else," he signed off.
Lesnar's announcement
marks the end of one of the
greatest careers in all of com-

,\

bat sports. The 49-year-old
was a two-time All-American
and a two-time Big Ten
champion and also captured
the NCAA Division 1 nation-
al championship in wrestling
while representing the
University of Minnesota in
200 before signing with
WWE. Lesnar's announce-
ment brings an end to one of
the most unique and success-
ful careers in professional
sports history. A two-time
All-American and a two-time
Big Ten champion, Lesnar
won an NCAA Division I
national championship in
wrestling for the University
of Minnesota in 2000 before
going on to sign a pro
wrestling contract.

CWG Silver Medallist Lovlina Borgohain Opens
Up On Struggles Post Paris Olympics Heartbreak

Olympic medallist Lovlina Borgohain

says continuing her boxing career after
the Paris Games is one of her biggest
achievements, having battled injuries,
self-doubt and a difficult phase over the
past year. Speaking after the Indian con-
tingent met Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya following India's record haul
of 10 boxing medals at the Commonwealth
Games, the 28-year-old reflected on the
challenges she faced after Paris. She had
made a quarterfinal exit at the 2024
Games. "First of all, it was a big deal for
me to continue for such a long time. There
were many ups and downs after the Paris
Olympics. There were many questions as
to whether I wanted to continue or not.
But I came back and continued. That is a
big deal for me," Lovlina told PTI Videos.
Making her third Commonwealth Games
appearance, Lovlina won her first CWG
medal - a silver. She was happy with the
result, even though she had hoped to fin-
ish with gold.

Brett Lee Finally Speaks Out On Speculation
About Dating Preity Zinta

Brett Lee, one of the greatest
cricketers in history, has
finally spoken up about the
rumours of being in a roman-
tic relationship with
Bollywood actress Preity
Zinta in the past. Lee joined
the Kings XI Punjab (now
Punjab Kings) franchise, co-
owned by Zinta in the Indian
Premier League (IPL), in
2008. He stayed with the fran-
chise until 2010 before being
bought by the Kolkata
Knight Riders in 2011. Over
the years, speculations of
romance brewing between
the two surfaced multiple
times, but the Australian
pace-bowling legend never
addressed them. However, in
an interview, Lee has finally
opened up on the specula-
tions, saying he and Zinta
were only friends and still
are. "Here's your scoop: I
never dated a Bollywood
actress. Preity Zinta and I
were, and still are, great

i
friends. She was the boss of
the Punjab team back then.
She's an incredibly smart
woman, and I have a lot of
respect for her," he told
Bombay Times. "Stories like
that never bothered me
because I always knew the
truth. People can speculate
all they want, but Inever let it
affect me," he further said.
While Lee remained silent for
about two decades, Zinta did
open up on the speculations
in 2010. She had said: "I think
being romantically linked to

Brett every year is outdated
and stale news now! So sorry
to say, folks, NO NEWS here!
FRIENDS yeesss." On the per-
sonal front, Brett Lee married
Elizabeth Kemp in 2006, and
the two had a son together.
However, cracks started to
develop in their relationship
not long after the marriage,
and they parted ways just
two years later. They
finalised their divorce in
2009. In 2014, Lee tied the knot
with Lana Anderson, with
whom he has two kids.

Selectors Felt 'Betrayed’' Over BCCI's Rohit
Sharma Stand, Cracks Emerge: Report

left everyone stunned with his
century against England in
the third and final ODI of the
three-match  series last
month. The match was partic-
ularly significant as reports
had suggested it could be
Rohit's final appearance for
Team India. According to
those reports, the selectors
and team management had
informed the right-handed
batter that he was not part of
their plans for the 2027 ODI
World Cup. However, the

speculation was put to rest
two days before the third ODI
when BCCI secretary Devajit
Saikia publicly confirmed
that the former captain
remained firmly in the team's
plans. A new report by Dainik
Jagran has now claimed that
the episode surrounding
Rohit's century and Saikia's
statement has created tension
between the Ajit Agarkar-led
selection committee and the
top bosses in the BCCI.
According to the report, the
selectors and some members

of the team management were
convinced that Rohit should
not be part of India's plans for
the 2027 World Cup. However,
following Saikia's remarks,
the selection committee
reportedly felt "betrayed",
believing that the BCCI secre-
tary had changed his stance
in response to pressure on
social media. The report fur-
ther stated that several selec-
tors still believe India will
struggle to win the 2027 ODI
World Cup if Rohit is included
in the squad. Agarkar's tenure
The tenure of Ajit Agarkar as
chairman of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) selection committee
could be nearing its end, with
reports suggesting that the
board's top brass is consider-
ing VVS Laxman as a poten-
tial replacement. Agarkar's
contract was originally due to
expire in June 2026, but he
was granted a three-month
extension by the BCCI.

SPORTS MINISTRY LAUDS SAI AFTER INDIA'S
SUCCESSFUL CWG 2026 CAMPAIGN

It threw up challenges, both
sporting and administrative,
validated major plans but
also highlighted the need to
course correct in few
aspects. The just-concluded
Commonwealth Games was
akin to a mid-term exam for
the Sports Authority of India
(SAI). The nodal body under
the Sports Ministry that is
responsible for conducting
national camps, overseeing
selection, and monitoring
the training and competition
calendar of athletes, is cele-
brating the "more than
expected" medal count of 39,
which includes 13 gold and

17 silver medals. At the same
time, its push for greater
support to swimming and
cycling got a reality check at
the Games thanks to medal-
less and underwhelming
show. In addition, logistical
issues such as boxers and

judo players not receiving

their baggage on time after
arriving in Glasgow have
been noted as administra-
tive concerns to be
addressed going forward.
"The brightest aspect of this
tally is the judo performance
(two gold, one silver and one
bronze). Yes, swimming and
cycling remain work in

progress and it is still time
before we become truly com-
petitive. Boxing is another
positive. You might say the
competition shrunk this
time but that's not our fault.
We fight whoever is in front
of us," acknowledged a sen-
ior SAl official in a conversa-
tion with PTI. "In weightlift-
ing we should have got may
be two gold medals instead
of one (Mirabai Chanu)."
India participated in 12 judo
events in Glasgow and won
four medals -- two gold, one
silver and one bronze, com-
pared to three medals,
minus any gold, in 2022. This

was despite the fact that a
couple of judokas had to be
withdrawn due to anti-dop-
ing offences prior to the
team's departure. The box-
ing contingent topped the
medal tally with a haul of 10
medals, including seven gold
and three silver. "There are
some administrative issues
as well. Some course correc-
tion is needed on that front,
like athletes not receiving
their baggage. Perhaps it
would be a good idea to have
a points person with the
team, specifically instructed
to handle these things in
future Games.

Aryna Sabalenka Tops
Moyuka Uchijima In
WTA Toronto Opener

World number one Aryna
Sabalenka returned to her
hard court comfort zone
with a 6-3, 6-3 victory over
Japanese qualifier
Moyuka Uchijima in the
WTA 1000 in Toronto on
Tuesday. It was a solid
start for Sabalenka in her
bid to bounce back after
falling in the quarter-finals
at Roland Garros and in
the round of 16 at
Wimbledon. The
Belarusian star has domi-
nated on hard courts this
year and on Tuesday
notched her 24th win in 25
matches on the surface.
The lone defeat was her
loss to Elena Rybakina in
the Australian Open final.
Now she's eyeing a North
American hard court run
that could include a three-
peat at the US Open, the
final Grand Slam of the
year that starts on August
30 in New York. "I'm happy
with the performance, I'm
happy with the fight,"
Sabalenka said after her
second-round opener. "I
knew going into this match
I might struggle a little bit

after a little break, but I
was ready for that. "I'm
happy that mentally and
physically I was ready to
go." Sabalenka didn't have
it all her own way against
the 111th-ranked Uchijima.
But she emerged from an
exchange of five breaks of
serve that opened the sec-
ond set with a 3-2 lead and
made the advantage stand
up. She held for 4-2, and
when she had her first
chance to serve it out she
pounced, sealing the
match on her second
match point with an over-
head winner. Uchijima
had surprised the
Belarusian in the opening
game of the match, clawing
back from 40-15 down to
break on the way to a
quick 2-0 lead. But
Sabalenka won the next
five games and polished off
the opening set with a con-
fident hold of serve. In the
third round she'll face
China's Zhang Shuai, who
was leading Jelena
Ostapenko 6-0, 4-0 when
the Latvian retired from
their match.
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SENSATIONAL DIRECTOR ‘V.V.VINAYAK’ LAUNCHES
'MISSING MEGHANA' FIRST LOOK POSTER

T he first look and title
reveal poster of the
upcoming film
Missing Meghana was
launched by sensational
director V.V.Vinayak.
Movie Produced by
Panchumarthi Naresh
Babu under the banners
First Copy Movies and KD
& Co, and the film is direct-
ed by Vachaspathy. The
movie stars Ram Karthik,
Ammu Abhirami, Vaidika
Senjaliya, and Ankit koyya
in the lead roles. The sup-
porting cast includes
Goparaju Ramana, Vempa
Kasi, Kaushik, Mahipal,
Ruchita, Nalini, Srinivas,
Azeem, and Pandu.
The film's cinematography
is handled by Sam K Naidu,

while R.R. Dhruvan has
composed the music.
Producer Bekkam
Venugopal and the film's

team were also present at
the poster launch event.

Speaking at the event,
V.V.Vinayak wished the

entire team grand success.
He said he hopes the film
brings good recognition to
director Vachaspathy, hero

Ram Karthik, and music
director R.R. Dhruvan. He
praised Dhruvan as a tal-
ented all-round musician
who can both compose
music and write songs. He
also expressed confidence
that the audience would
support the film.

Director Vachaspathy
thanked V.V.Vinayak for
launching the poster and
called it a special moment
for the team. He described
Missing Meghana as a sus-
pense investigative thriller
with all the elements that
audiences will enjoy. He
said the film will be
released soon and hoped
the media and viewers
would support it.

Hero Ram Karthik thanked
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V.V.Vinayak for attending
the event. He also
expressed his gratitude to
director Vachaspathy and
producer Panchumarthi
Naresh Babu for giving
him the opportunity to be
part of the film. He said he
is confident that audiences
will like the movie.

Music director R.R.
Dhruvan said he was happy
that the film's poster was
launched by legendary
director V.V.Vinayak. He
added that composing
music for the film was a
wonderful experience, as it
offered a wide range of emo-
tions for a musician. He
hoped the audience would
appreciate the film and
encourage the entire team.

BHAGYASHREE
BORSE’S SULTRY
MAROON LOOK

TURNS HEADS

B hagyashree Borse is
having the best

phase of her career
right now. With her recent
film Lenin turning out to
be a massive blockbuster,
the actress is clearly on
cloud nine, and she has
taken to social media to
share a fresh set of pic-
tures celebrating the
moment. In the photos,
Bhagyashree looks strik-
ing in a fitted maroon one-
shoulder dress with a
draped detail, her hair left
loose and wavy, exuding
quiet confidence. The pic-

tures, shot against a mini-
mal backdrop, put the
spotlight entirely on her
poise and styling. With
subtle makeup and a soft,
natural glow,
Bhagyashree lets the ele-
gant silhouette of the dress
do the talking. With
Linen’s success adding
serious momentum to her
career, Bhagyashree
Borse is fast becoming one
of the most talked-about
young actresses in the
industry, and her latest
pictures only prove she is
here to stay.

Vishal's Makutam Releasing on August
14, Grand Trailer Lau

|

akutam is the 99th film pro-
duced under the Super Good
Films banner. The movie
stars Vishal as the lead actor
and also marks his debut as a direc-
tor. It is produced under the ban-
ner founded by the late RB
Choudary. Anjali and Dushara
Vijayan play the female leads. The
teaser and songs released so far
have received a good response and
increased excitement for the film.
As the music promotions continue,
the makers have shared a big
They announced that
Makutam will release in theatres
on August 14, and the official trail-
er will be launched on August 7.
The film has already created high
expectations since Vishal appears
in different looks, it is his first film
as a director, and GV Prakash
Kumar's music has impressed audi-
ences. With the release date now
the promotions are
expected to become even bigger.
The cinematography is handled by
Nathan

update.

confirmed,

Richard M

and

Abhinandan Ramanujam, while
NB Srikanth is the editor. The film

nch on August 7

will have a grand theatrical release
on August 14.
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Sundeep Kishan, Ugandhar Muni,
Shining Pictures’ Grand Pan-
India Socio-Fantasy Spectacle

#SK33 Titled Karikaala,

undeep Kishan is all

set to venture into

uncharted territory
with an ambitious pan-India
socio-fantasy spectacle
directed by Ugandhar Muni
and produced by Mahidhar
Reddy and Rajashekhar
Annabhimoju under the
Shining Pictures banner.
After creating curiosity with
the project's concept poster,
the makers have now official-
ly unveiled the film's title and
first look, offering audiences
a breathtaking peek into its
mythical universe.
The movie is titled powerful-
ly Karikaala. The spectacu-
lar first-look poster intro-
duces Sundeep Kishan in a
never-seen-before avatar.

Dressed as a fearless war-
rior, the actor is seen charg-
ing through a mystical forest
on horseback with a sword
in hand, while a roaring lion
races alongside him. The
powerful visual immediately
establishes the film's larger-
than-life scale, blending fan-
tasy, adventure, and ancient
folklore into an epic cinemat-
ic experience. Karikaala is
being planned as a multilin-
gual release in Telugu,
Tamil, and Hindi. Inspired
by the charm of timeless
Chandamama fairy tales, the
film promises a magical
world filled with lions,
wolves, mystical powers, for-
gotten  Kkingdoms, and
ancient legends.

SHIVANI NAGARAM TURNS

S taken things up a
notch with her latest
vintage-themed photoshoot,
effortlessly blending old-
world charm with contem-
porary elegance.
Draped in a rich green silk
saree paired with a magen-
ta blouse and traditional
gold jewellery, the actress
looks every bit graceful.
The rustic streets, faded
walls, and heritage store-
fronts provide the perfect
backdrop, adding an
authentic retro vibe to
every frame. From candid
moments of enjoying local
street food to striking
poised portraits, Shivani
brings timeless beauty alive
with understated expres-
sions and effortless confi-
dence. The photoshoot is a
refreshing departure from
glamorous studio setups,
proving that simplicity can

make the strongest state-
ment. Shivani was last seen
on the big screen in Hey
Balwanth, the Suhas-star-
rer that failed to make an
impact at the box office.

Despite the film’s disap-
pointing run, she delivered
a decent performance,
though her role offered lim-
ited scope to truly showcase
her talent.

KOREAN KANAKARAJU' IS NON-STOP
ENTERTAINMENT: MEGA PRINCE VARUN

TEJ AT THE GRAND PRE-RELEASE EVENT

Mega Prince Varun Tej is all
set to entertain the audience
with 'Korean Kanaka Raju'.
Directed by Merlapaka
Gandhi, this horror comedy
will provide a great theatri-
cal experience with super-
natural elements and laugh-
out-loud entertainment. UV
Creations and First Frame
Entertainment are jointly
producing it. The already
released glimpses, enter-
taining teaser, trailer and
two chartbuster songs have
created a good buzz among
the audience about the film.
'Korean Kanaka Raju’ will
be grandly released in the-
aters worldwide on August
7. On this occasion, the mak-
ers organized a grand pre-
release event in
Bhimavaram. At the pre-
release event, hero Varun
Tej said... Hi everyone.
'Korean Kanaka Raju is
going to have non-stop

entertainment in theaters
on August 7th. You all will
definitely enjoy this movie. I

came here for the
"Tholiprema' movie event in
2018. I have a lot of connec-
tion with this college. After
'Tholiprema’, it is very
happy to celebrate the
'Korean Kanaka Raju' event
again in the presence of all

of you. Seeing all of your
enthusiasm here, it seems
that the magic of
'"Tholiprema’' will be repeat-
ed again with this movie. I
wish me and my team a big
success with this movie.
Our producers have given
very good support. Gandhi
is a director with very good
comedy timing.

EESHA REBBA’S
SASSY SIDE
HAS FANS
SCREAMING

arangal beauty
Eesha Rebba is
turning heads once
again, and this time it’s all
about elegance in black.
The actress shared new

pictures on her social
media, wearing a sleek
black satin one-shoulder
dress that hugged her

frame perfectly. She
paired the look with gold
hoop earrings and soft
wavy hair, keeping the
glam minimal yet striking.
Eesha, who is 36 years old,
continues to prove that
age is just a number when
it comes to style. In the pic-
tures, she is seen striking
confident poses.

Jacqueline Fernandez Serves
Desi Diva Energy Again

J acqueline Fernandez is

making headlines with
her latest music video

“Jugni,” and the makers

have now released

stunning

archival pic-

tures from

the shoot.

The four

looks show-

c a s e

Jacqueline

in bold,

vibrant outfits,

ranging from a

colourful festive

ensemble to a striking red

bandhani-inspired look, and a

sultry gold satin gown, each

highlighting her glamorous

range on screen. The song’s

release, however, was over-
shadowed by controversy
after a clip from the video
went viral online,

with claims of a
wardrobe

malfunc-

tion.

Singer

Sonu

Thukral

h a s

since

filed a

police com-

plaint, stating

that the viral

footage was manipulated
and Al-generated, and was
never part of the original
video. Amid the buzz, the
makers are steering the con-

versation back to the song
itself, sharing the official pic-
tures from the “Jugni
Archives” to remind fans of
the video’s actual content and
Jacqueline’s striking looks
throughout the project. As of
now, Jacqueline Fernandez
has not issued any official
statement regarding the viral
video or the controversy sur-
rounding the song. The other
members associated with
“Jugni” have also not made
any statement on the matter
so far. The controversy began
on July 15, when the official
music video for “Jugni,” star-
ring Jacqueline Fernandez
and sung by B Praak and
Sonu Thukral, was released
on YouTube.
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