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I Sensex falls
778 points

Mumbai (TSIT): Indian bench-
mark indices ended sharply
lower on Tuesday, with the sell-
off intensifying in the final leg
of the trading session as rising
oil prices weighed on investor
sentiment. Metal, realty and
chemical stocks came under
heavy selling pressure, drag-
ging the headline indices lower.
The Sensex declined 777.94
points, or 1.04 per cent, to settle
at 74,003.82, while the Nifty
dropped 279.50 points, or 1.19
per cent, to close at 23,118.60.

I RBI receives Rs 3.93
lakh cr bids in VRRR

Mumbai (TSIT): The Reserve
Bank of India on Tuesday
absorbed Rs 3,93,352 crore
through a variable rate reverse
repo (VRRR) auction amid sur-
plus liquidity in the banking sys-
tem. The central bank received
bids worth Rs 3,93,352 crore
against a notified amount of Rs 5
lakh crore and accepted all the
bids at a cut-off and weighted
average rate of 5.24 per cent,
according to an RBI release.
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K'taka govt to observe
Engineers’ Day from 2027

CM announced this after paying homage to Sir M Visvesvaraya at KR Circle in Bengaluru on Tuesday, Sep 15.

BENGALURU (TSIT):

The Karnataka government will
begin celebrating Engineers’
Day officially from next year,
Chief Minister DK Shivakumar
announced on  Monday,
September 14. saying the state
must recognise the contribution
of its large engineering work-
force to development and tech-
nological progress.

The Chief Minister announced
this after paying homage to Sir M
Visvesvaraya at KR Circle in
Bengaluru on  Tuesday,
September 15. Speaking after the
floral tribute, he said he had
approved a proposal to hold
Engineers’ Day as an official gov-
ernment programme.
Shivakumar said Karnataka pro-
duces over one lakh engineering
graduates every year, making it
necessary to create greater rec-
ognition for the profession and
its contribution to society. “We
produce more than one lakh
engineers every year. India has a
very large engineering commu-
nity, and recognising their con-
tribution is our duty,” he said.

He said engineers should also
take a broader view of their
responsibilities and contribute
to development throughout
Karnataka rather than focusing
only on urban centres or indi-
vidual projects.

The Chief Minister said the
importance of engineers had
grown with the expansion of
modern technology. While engi-
neering was traditionally asso-
ciated with architecture, con-
struction and infrastructure,

Rajnath unveils policy to deepen DRDO-industry ties

NEW DELHI (TSIT)

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday unveiled
a series of policy initia-
tives aimed at lowering
technical and financial
entry barriers for MSMEs
and deep-tech start-ups
and deepening their inte-
gration into India’s defence
manufacturing ecosystem.

The initiatives, announced at
the DRDO-Industry Synergy

Housing for All by 2029: CM Naidu

TSIT, VISAKHAPATNAM

Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu has
directed officials to imple-
ment the ‘Housing for AlIl’
programme on a saturation
basis, with the objective of
providing a safe and perma-
nent house to every eligible
family in the State by 2029.
During a review of the
Housing Department at his
camp office, the Chief
Minister instructed officials

to complete 5.52 1akh houses
by March 2027, including
2.05 lakh houses by
December 2026 and another
2.74 lakh by March 2027, and
make them ready for house-
warming ceremonies. He
directed officials to ground
the houses sanctioned
under PMAY-Gramin, PM
Janman and other schemes
by next month and con-
struct 1.5 lakh houses in
urban areas. Officials
informed him that 18.72

‘You must lead, put country first”:
FM Sitharaman to Gen Z, Gen Alpha

CHENNAI (TSIT):

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Tuesday
students should cultivate
humility and a strong sense of
responsibility, citing the
example of renowned scholar
Sir Isaac Newton and his
acknowledgment of the con-
tributions of other scholars to
his success.Addressing stu-
dents at MGR University in
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, FM
Sitharaman said even a bril-

liant scholar
like Newton
, acknowledged
73N that he needed
the assistance of several other
scholars to achieve his suc-
cess and make his discover-
ies. "A brilliant scholar like
Newton acknowledged that he
required the assistance of
various other scholars to
achieve his success; he stated
that it was through this col-
laboration that he was able to
make his various discoveries.

lakh houses had been sanc-
tioned under PMAY 1.0,
PMAY 2.0 and PM Janman,
of which 13.20 lakh had been
completed. Under the AP
Housing Corporation, 11.31
lakh of the 16.11 lakh sanc-
tioned houses had been
completed, while 1.88 lakh
of the 2.61 lakh houses sanc-
tioned under AP TIDCO
had been completed.

The Chief Minister
called for a special action
plan to identify families
without house sites by
integrating data from
RTGS, Awaas Plus,
Housing and Revenue
departments and eliminat-
ing duplication. He direct-
ed officials to publish pre-
liminary beneficiary lists
at village and ward secre-
tariat levels, invite objec-
tions and finalise the lists
transparently.

Meet ‘VIMARSH 2026" here,
include direct funding and incu-
bation support for smaller enter-
prises, dedicated access to DRDO
testing facilities and a stan-
dardised framework for sharing
DRDO-developed software source
codes with licensee industries.
Nine Licensing Agreements for
Transfer of Technology (LAToTS)
have also been handed over to 13
manufacturing partners to facili-
tate commercial production of
advanced defence systems.

Search and rescue
operations continue
to find missing
Indian seafarer off
Oman coast: MEA

NEW DELHI (TSIT):

The Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) on Tuesday said that the
search and rescue operations are
continuing to find the missing
Indian seafarer after a commer-
cial vessel carrying 14 Indian
nationals was attacked off the
coast of Oman on
Sunday.“Regarding the missing
seafarer, this attack happened off
the coast of Oman. It was a
Panama flagship on which we had
14 Indian nationals or seafarers,
of whom 13 have been rescued,
and we deeply thank the Omani
authorities for rescuing our
nationals. One Indian national is
missing; the seafarer was on
board. Search and rescue opera-
tions continue with the help of the
Omani authorities,” said Randhir
Jaiswal, official spokesperson of
the MEA, during a bi-weekly
media briefing in New Delhi.

Karnataka, Telangana plan
bioenergy cooperatlon

BENGALURU (TSIT);

S.E. Sudheendra,
Chairman of the Karnataka
State Bioenergy
Development Board
(KSBDB), met Telangana
Deputy Chief Minister and
Minister for Finance,
Planning and Energy,
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
at his home office in
Hyderbad and held detailed
discussions on coopera-
tion, partnership and
future agreements between

Karnataka and Telangana
in the bioenergy sector.
During the meeting, the
opportunities available for
the development of the bio-
energy sector.

professionals today are central
to sectors such as energy, infor-
mation  technology and
advanced technology.
“Engineers are the foundation
of development. They help turn
scientific research and discover-

ies into practical applications,”
Shivakumar said.

He described
Visvesvaraya as an endur-
ing example for engineers
and said Karnataka had
benefited enormously from
his vision and work. “Sir
M. Visvesvaraya is a role
model for the entire coun-
try. His contribution to
Karnataka is immense,” he
said.

The proposed govern-
ment-led celebration is
expected to recognise engi-
neers serving in different
government departments
as well as those contribut-
ing to private industry,
infrastructure, technology
and other sectors.
Shivakumar said the gov-
ernment would discuss the
details of the programme
with senior officials before
finalising the format. The
scale and nature of the
annual event would be
decided after these consul-
tations, he added.
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04% fee

on UPI payments
above Rs 2,000

NEW DELHI (TSIT)

Ending nearly six years of
fully free UPI payments, the
government on Tuesday intro-
duced a 0.4 per cent fee on
transfers worth more than Rs
2,000 made to merchants
through the platform from
October 15 while explicitly
ring-fencing everyday person-
to-person transactions as
well as small payments
from any charge.

“Customers will not
be required to pay any
charge when making
such payments
through UPIL,” the
finance ministry said
in a statement, adding,
“MDR is a charge within
the merchant payment eco-
system. It is not a charge
on customers making UPI
payments.” Also, individu-
als will continue to have
“unlimited free usage,
with no monthly quotas,
volume restrictions or
tiered caps on free UPI
transactions”, it said.

The carefully calibrated
move signalled the end of

an era for the world’s larg-
est real-time payments sys-
tem even as the govern-
ment tried to avoid alarm-
ing the hundreds of mil-
lions of daily users. The
move drew sharp criticism
from the opposition par-
ties. Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi alleged that the
levy was “once again sur-
render” by a “com-
promised” Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi to American
pressure.

The BJP hit back,
accusing the
Congress of spread-
ing “fake news”, say-
ing the government had
made it absolutely clear
that MDR charges would
not be levied on consum-
ers.From October 15, a 0.4
per cent Merchant
Discount Rate (MDR) will
be levied on person-to-mer-
chant (P2M) transactions
above Rs 2,000 through UPI
(Unified Payments
Interface), capped at Rs 300
for payments of Rs 75,000
and above.
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CPl SEEKS REINSTALLATION OF
ANABHERI STATUE

Husnabad: CPI national
leader and former MLA
Chada Venkat Reddy has
demanded the immediate
reinstallation of martyr
Anabheri Prabhakar Rao’s
statue at the Husnabad
town junction.

As part of the week-long

RED CROSS DISTRICT BRANCH ELECTIONS
T0 BE HELD TRANSPARENTLY: COLLECTOR

Mulugu, September 15 (TSIT):Mulugu District
Collector and District Red Cross Society
President Borkhade Hemant Sahadevarao has
directed officials to conduct the Indian Red Cross
Society, Mulugu District Branch Managing
Committee elections in a transparent, impartial
and peaceful manner, strictly adhering to the
prescribed rules and schedule.Following the

Telangana Peasant Armed
Struggle commemora-
tions, the CPI organised a
rally from Husnabad to
Mohammadapur on
Tuesday. Chada paid floral
tributes at the martyrs’
memorial at
Mohammadapur and

Collector Conducts Surprise
Inspections in Koilkonda

Mahabubnagar, September 15
( TSIT ). District Collector
Khushbu Gupta conducted
surprise inspections at the

MPDO office, Community
Health Centre (CHC), BC Boys
Welfare Hostel and ZP High
School in Koilkonda on
Tuesday. At the MPDO office,
she reviewed petitions, staff
attendance, online attendance
records and the implementa-
tion of various development
programmes. She also inter-
acted with the Burugupally
Sarpanch and enquired about
pending bills, development
works and utilisation of funds.

At the CHC, the Collector
inspected medical records and
medicine stocks and interact-
ed with patients. When
patients reported a shortage of
iron tablets and insulin, she
immediately directed the
District Medical Officer to

arrange insulin. The medicine
was subsequently supplied to
the patient.At the BC Boys
Welfare Hostel, she inspected
accommodation, food stocks
and the quality of meals being
provided to students.

During her visit to the ZP
High School, the Collector
reviewed sanitation and inter-
acted with Class X students.
After noticing a non-functional
fan in the classroom, she direct-
ed officials to repair it immedi-
ately. She also instructed offi-
cials to maintain cleanliness
and ensure proper drainage
around the school.The Collector
further directed officials to
remain vigilant against the sale
of intoxicating substances or
narcotic-related products near
educational institutions. MPDO
Dhanunjaya Rao and other offi-
cials accompanied the Collector
during the inspections.

addressed a public meet-

ing.

He recalled the contribu-
tions of Anabheri
Prabhakar Rao and
Singireddy Bhupathi
Reddy in the struggle

against the Nizam’s rule
and Razakar oppression.
He said both martyrs sacri-
ficed their lives during the
battle at Mohammadapur
hills.

Chada urged the govern-
ment and  Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar to take
steps to develop Husnabad
and Mohammadapur,
associated with the peas-
ant struggle, as tourist des-
tinations.CPI district sec-
retary Panjala Srinivas
and other party leaders
participated in the pro-
gramme.

directions of the Telangana State Red Cross
Society, the Collector issued orders on Tuesday
for conducting the Managing Committee elec-
tions on October 4.The Collector instructed offi-
cials to provide equal opportunities to all eligible
members and ensure that every stage of the elec-
tion process—including verification of the vot-
ers’ list, submission and scrutiny of nomina-
tions, withdrawal of nominations, polling, count-
ing of votes and declaration of results.

SLBC tunnel to be

completed by July 2028

Nalgonda (TSIT): State Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy said
the SLBC tunnel would be complet-
ed by July 2028 to provide water for
two crops to farmers in Nalgonda.
Speaking after laying the founda-
tion stone for a Rs.107-crore double-
lane road near Ramulabanda on
Monday, the Minister said road
works worth Rs.850 crore were
being taken up in the constituency.
He said an additional Rs.2,000
crore had been secured for complet-
ing the SLBC tunnel, while 600
metres of work had already been
completed. He also said the
Brahmanavellamla project had
been completed with funds secured

through Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy.Venkat Reddy said road
development works worth Rs.25,000
crore were being undertaken across

Nation/South

Railways boost cargo
connectivity in Gujarat

Gandhinagar: Union
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Tuesday
inaugurated the Shivlakha
Gati Shakti Cargo
Terminal (GCT) in
Kachchh and dedicated
three other GCTs to the
nation, while laying the
foundation stone for
another at Linch in
Mahesana.

He also flagged off a salt-
loaded freight train from
Shivlakha to Mithapur.
The new terminals are
aimed at faster cargo

Nalgonda district.

on Tuesday,

expedite pending land
acquisition payments
for various projects in

At a review meeting
held at the Collectorate
the
Collector said funds

movement,
lower logistics
| costs and stron-
ger links
between
Gujarat’s ports,
industries and
national mar-
kets.

Vaishnaw
said 150 Gati
Shakti Cargo
Terminals had
now been com-
missioned
across the
country. He
highlighted the
use of light-
weight stain-
less-steel con-
tainers for salt transporta-
tion, designed to make
loading, unloading and
movement more efficient.

The Minister said rail-
way projects worth around
Rs.5,600 crore were under
way in Kachchh, includ-
ing capacity augmenta-
tion, doubling and gauge-
conversion works. He also
said the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed
Rail project’s Vapi-Surat
section was targeted for
completion by December
2026.

Nalgonda: District Chintapalli,
Collector B. Pendlipakala and
Chandrasekhar has  Shivannagudem.

directed officials to He instructed

Revenue and Irrigation
officials to coordinate
closely and clear pend-
ing payments without
delay. District-level
consultation meetings
should be conducted
wherever necessary, he

Telangana. He announced a had been released to said, while warning
Telangana Public School at compensate farmers officials against mak-
Domalapalli at a cost of Rs.10 crore = whose lands were ing erroneous pay-
and a Young India School near the acquired for projects ments.

SLBC site at Rs.200 crore. including Dindi, The Collector also

Toyota Kirloskar Motor Partners with MSRTC to Launch
"Hirkani Kaksha" Lactation Pods Across Maharashtra

Mumbai Toyota
Kirloskar Motor (TKM)
today signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
the Maharashtra State
Road Transport
Corporation (MSRTC) to
launch "Hirkani Kaksha"
(Lactation Pods), a trans-
formative gender-respon-
sive initiative designed to
support nursing mothers
and enhance the safety and
dignity of women commut-
ers across Maharashtra's
public transport system.

Under this initiative,
TKM will support the
installation of 125 lactation
pods across MSRTC bus
depots throughout
Maharashtra, providing
secure, private and hygien-
ic spaces equipped with
essential amenities includ-
ing prefabricated rooms,
seating, feeding tables,
baby diaper changing sta-
tions, sanitary napkin dis-
pensers, and ventilation
facilities. The initiative is
expected to serve nearly
4.50 lakh women commut-
ers annually, addressing a
critical gap in gender-sen-
sitive infrastructure at
public transport hubs.

Maharashtra's MSRTC
operates approximately
22,800 buses across the
state with major depots
experiencing high daily
commuter volumes of
20,000 to 50,000 passengers.

Women constitute approx-

imately 35-45% of total
commuters (approximate-
ly 1.73 million), with sig-
nificant demand emerging
from high-footfall pilgrim
destinations including
Tuljapur, Pandharpur,
Shirdi, Kolhapur, and
Nashik, which collectively
attract 10-15 million visi-
tors annually. The grow-
ing demand for safe, acces-
sible, and women-friendly
public infrastructure pres-
ents an opportunity to fur-
ther enhance the travel
experience for nursing
mothers and their fami-
lies.

The Hirkani Kaksha ini-
tiative is a pioneering step
towards creating a more
inclusive and compassion-
ate public transport eco-
system. By establishing
dedicated lactation pods at
MSRTC depots, the initia-
tive provides nursing

mothers with safe, private,
and hygienic spaces,
improving comfort, conve-
nience, and dignity during
travel. The project reflects
a strong commitment to
women's well-being, mater-
nal health, and gender-
responsive infrastructure,
while setting a benchmark
for inclusive public servic-
es across Maharashtra.

The MoU was formally
signed in the presence of
Shri. Devendra Fadnavis,
Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Maharashtra; Shri. Eknath
Shinde, Hon’ble Deputy
Chief Minister; Smt.
Sunetra Pawar, Hon’ble
Deputy Chief Minister;
Shri. Pratap Sarnaik,
Hon’ble  Minister of
Transport; and other
senior government offi-
cials of Maharashtra,
along with TKM leader-
ship.

Pratap Sarnaik,

Minister of Transport,
Government of
Maharashtra said “The
Hirkani Kaksha project
exemplifies how collabora-
tive initiatives between
government and industry
can create meaningful
impact on citizens lives.
This initiative strengthens
our commitment to provid-
ing gender-sensitive, inclu-
sive public services that
prioritize the well-being
and dignity of women com-
muters. We look forward
to rolling out these lacta-
tion pods across MSRTC
depots and setting a bench-
mark for public transport
infrastructure in India”
Speaking on the partner-
ship, Vikram Gulati,
Country Head & Executive
Vice President, Corporate
Affairs, Toyota Kirloskar
Motor, said, "The Hirkani
Kaksha initiative reflects
our belief to address the

specific needs of inclusive
development of all commu-
nity members. By creating
safe and dignified spaces
for nursing mothers in
public transport, we are
contributing to an eco-sys-
tem that respects women's
mobility, health and well-
being. This initiative with
MSRTC demonstrates pri-
vate sector and govern-
ment collaboration to
drive social progress
meaningfully and make
essential services more
accessible to all."

By investing in gender-
responsive infrastructure,
TKM contributes to creat-
ing a more equitable and
inclusive society while sup-
porting the Government of
Maharashtra's vision of
safe and accessible public
services for all citizens.
Since 2001, Toyota
Kirloskar Motor has been
committed to uplifting
communities through ini-
tiatives spanning educa-
tion, environment, road
safety, skill development,
health and hygiene, and
disaster management.
Through need-based inter-
ventions and strategic
partnerships with govern-
ment and civil society orga-
nizations, TKM continues
to contribute to India's
development goals while
advancing its global phi-
losophy of "Creating
Mobility for All."
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Engineers Are the Backbone of Development
Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy

Hyderabad, TSIT: Roads &

Buildings and
Cinematography Minister
Komatireddy Venkat

Reddy on Tuesday said
that development in any
sector would be impossible
without the talent, dedica-
tion and contribution of
engineers, describing
them as the “backbone of
the nation’s progress.”
Extending greetings to
the engineering fraternity
on National Engineers’
Day, observed on the birth
anniversary of Bharat
Ratna Sir M. Visvesvaraya,
the Minister paid rich trib-
utes to the legendary engi-
neer and said his extraor-
dinary talent, discipline,
dedication and vision con-
tinued to inspire genera-
tions of engineers.
“Whether it is the State
or the country, develop-
ment cannot be achieved
without the expertise and
hard work of engineers.
From roads, buildings and
irrigation projects to
industries, urban develop-
ment and modern technol-
ogy, engineers play a vital
role at every stage of prog-
ress,” Komatireddy said.
The Minister said

Collector orders speedy land
acquisition payments

directed engineering
officials and Special
Deputy Collectors to
maintain complete
records of acquired
lands, including
awards, alignments,
maps and geo-coordi-
nates.

Additional Collector
(Revenue) J. Srinivas,
Devarakonda Sub-
Collector Caroline
Chingthianmawi, DRO
Dasaratha and other
officials attended the
meeting.

Visvesvaraya had dedicat-
ed his life to nation-build-
ing and urged young engi-
neers to draw inspiration
from his discipline, com-
mitment and farsighted
approach.

He said the engineering
community had a greater
responsibility in the pres-
ent era to combine techno-
logical innovation with
public welfare and ensure
that infrastructure devel-
opment brought meaning-
ful improvements to peo-
ple's lives.

Reiterating the
Telangana Government’s
commitment to strength-
ening infrastructure,
Komatireddy said priority

was being given to quality
roads, modern buildings
and better public infra-
structure. He called upon
engineers to work with
dedication, innovation and
professional excellence to

accelerate
development.

Earlier, at the Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar  Telangana
State Secretariat, R&B
Engineer-in-Chief
Lingareddy, Chief
Engineers B.V. Rao,
Dharma Reddy, Vasanth
Naik, Narsing Rao and
Vanaja, along with several
departmental engineers,
met the Minister and con-
veyed Engineers’ Day
greetings.

Telangana’s

Mahila Congress Completes
42 Years of Fight for
Women’s Empowerment
Dr Rekha Boyalapalli

Hyderabad, TSIT:
Telangana Pradesh Mahila
Congress Vice President
Dr Rekha Boyalapalli said
the Mahila Congress has
emerged as a strong voice
for women’s rights, equali-
ty and political empower-
ment during its 42-year
journey.

The 42nd Foundation
Day of the All India Mahila
Congress was celebrated at
Gandhi Bhavan in the
presence of TPCC
President Bomma Mahesh
Kumar Goud. Telangana
Pradesh Mahila Congress
President Errabelli
Swarna led the celebra-
tions and cut a cake to
mark the occasion.

Dr Rekha said the
Mahila Congress has con-
sistently fought against
crimes, injustice and dis-
crimination against
women and has strongly
advocated greater repre-
sentation for women in leg-
islative bodies.

She said All India Mahila
Congress President Alka
Lamba has been working
to further strengthen wom-

Telangana
Pradesh
Congress

Committee

en’s participation and lead-
ership in politics.

Dr Rekha also appreciat-
ed the Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy-led
Telangana government for
prioritising women’s
empowerment through
free bus travel, support to
self-help groups, financial
assistance, employment
opportunities and various
welfare initiatives.

“Mahila Congress will
continue to fight for the
dignity, safety, equality
and rightful representa-
tion of every woman,” Dr
Rekha said, extending

greetings to Mahila
Congress leaders and
workers on the
Foundation Day.

From Empowerment to Ownership: Upasana
Kamineni Konidela Calls for a BRICS
Women’s Economic Corridor

Hyderabad 15th September
2026: At the BRICS Women’s
Business Alliance Summit,
she calls for women’s partici-
pation to translate into capi-
tal, contracts, assets and eco-
nomic ownership

Calling for women’s
empowerment to move
beyond representation and
towards measurable econom-
ic power, Upasana Kamineni
Konidela, Vice Chairperson,
Apollo Foundation and
Founder, URLife, proposed
the creation of a BRICS
Women'’s Economic Corridor
to connect women entrepre-
neurs across BRICS nations
with greater access to capi-
tal, markets, partnerships
and cross-border opportuni-
ties. Delivering a special
address at the BRICS
Women’s Business Alliance
(WBA) Women-Led
Development Summit 2026,
under India’s  BRICS
Presidency, Kamineni
Konidela challenged policy-
makers and business leaders
to rethink the role of women
in economic growth.

“The conversation can no
longer be only about how we
include more women in busi-
ness. The bigger question is:
what would BRICS econo-
mies look like if women were
at the centre of how growth
itself is designed?”

She argued that repre sen-
tation without influence, par-
ticipation without economic
power, employment without

\ Gy

BRIC
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financial independence, and
empowerment without own-
ership are incomplete.
Echoing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of
moving from women'’s devel-
opment to women-led devel-
opment, Kamineni Konidela
called for the next phase of
the BRICS WBA to be mea-
sured by tangible economic
outcomes.

She proposed three clear
shifts: startup platforms that
lead to capital, not just awards;
networking that leads to con-
tracts, not just exchanged cards;
and financial inclusion that
leads to assets and investments,
not just bank accounts.At the
heart of her address was a call
to move the global women’s
agenda from empowerment to
ownership defined by three
fundamentals; a woman’s

nnghl Me

health, her wealth and her free-
dom to choose. “Don’t just give
a woman a seat at the table.
Give her equity in the table
because that is where real eco-
nomic power lies.”The pro-
posed  BRICS  Women'’s
Economic Corridor would seek
to turn the strength of the
BRICS network into an action-
able economic platform, help-
ing women-led businesses
access investment, buyers, mar-
kets and partnerships across
member nations. Kamineni
Konidela also acknowledged Dr.
Sangita Reddy, Joint Managing
Director, Apollo Hospitals, who
chaired the BRICS WBA India
Chapter during India’s 2021
BRICS Chairship, and Avarna
Jain, current Chairperson of
the BRICS WBA India Chapter,
for advancing the alliance’s
women-led growth agenda.




2
sl

THE SOUTH INDIA TIMES

& www.thesouthindiatimes.com

Karnataka

CM DK Shivakumar’s Hebri visit:
Officials inspect arrangements

Udupi, Sep 14: Ahead of
chief minister DK
Shivakumar’s proposed
visit to Hebri, Udupi dis-
trict officials inspected
the arrangements at the
helipad and the venue
where the meeting is
scheduled to be held.

Udupi superintendent
of  police Hariram
Shankar, additional dep-
uty commissioner
Abheed Gadyal, assistant
commissioner Rashmi S
R, additional superinten-
dent of police Ishita
Gupta and officials from

Mudradi Manjunath

various departments  Poojary provided various
took part in the inspec- details regarding the
tion. preparations.

Karnataka Narayana
Guru Development
Corporation chairman

Hassan : Union Minister H.D.
Kumaraswamy on Tuesday hit
back at what he described as
attempts to intimidate and
silence him, declaring that no
amount of talk about jail or the
release of videos could stop him
from raising issues of corruption
and irregularities.

Speaking to the media after
offering prayers at the memorial
of his mother at the foothills of
Mavinakere Sri
Ranganathaswamy Hill in
Haradanahalli, Holenarasipura
taluk, and later at the Sri
Ranganathaswamy Temple atop
the hill, Kumaraswamy said he
would continue to bring alleged
scams before the people with
documentary evidence.

Before leaving for the United

The officials conducted
a comprehensive review
of the security arrange-

States, I had raised several
issues, including the KPSC,
Bidadi Township and NICE
scams. These allegations have
shaken certain people at their
very foundation. That is why
attempts are now being made to
bring up jail-related issues to
silence our family, he alleged. “I
have already said that I will
place several matters before the
public. Let our opponents speak
as lightly as they want; I will not
lose my composure. I will come
before the people of Karnataka
with documents and place the
facts before them without fear or
hesitation. This is something I
have inherited from my father. I
will speak only on the basis of
evidence,” he said.
Kumaraswamy said he had

ments, traffic manage-
ment and other necessary
preparations to be made
in view of the chief minis-
ter’s visit.Officials, entre-
preneur Hebri Satish Pai,
Chara Vadiraaj Shetty,

seen photographs of the NICE
project contractor meeting the
Chief Minister and had already
raised questions about what was
being planned with regard to the
project.“The present Chief
Minister knows what kind of
conspiracy was allegedly carried
out against my mother when she

IN THE COURT OF THE
VIII ADDITIONAL DISTRICT
COURT AT VIJAYAWADA
0.S. No. 209/2025
Between
Bhaskaruni Prameela
... Plaintiff
And
1. Bhaskaruni Swarup
2. Chekka Alekya
... Defendants
To,
D1. Bhaskaruni Swarup,
S/o. Bhaskaruni Ramesh,
aged 38 years R/o D.no 31/3,
Hiden apartments,
Jaga Nagar, Bangalore
Ph 9036166258
The above numbered case is
posted for suit Summons
Defendant No. 1 by way of paper
publication. The above Defendant
No. 1 should appear before the
Hon'ble Court on 29-09-2026 at
10-30 A.M. for appearance if, any
else Defendant No. 1 will be
decided exparte, and the matter
will be decided expertly.
G V RAMA SHARMA
ADVOCATE
Door No.32-26-25, Machavaram,
VIJAYAWADA-520004.
Cell: 9440373209

Congress leaders Praveen
Ballal, Dinesh Shetty
Hutturke,
Sherigar, H. Janardhan
and Nilesh Poojary,
among others, were
present.

Shankar

e

was alive. Today, a news chan-
nel is being used to tarnish the
reputation of our family. We will
answer this through legal
means. Time will decide every-
thing,” he said. I have sought
God’s blessings for the battle:
Responding to questions about
the developments of the past ten

BENGALURU

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2026

Hi Life Exhibition begins
Sept 16 in Bengaluru

Bengaluru: The Hi Life
Exhibition will bring
together designer wear,
bridal couture, festive fash-
ion and statement jewellery
in Bengaluru from
September 16 to 18.

The three-day exhibition
will feature collections from
renowned designers and
leading brands, offering

visitors a range of festive
outfits, bridal ensembles
and jewellery for the upcom-
ing celebrations.

The exhibition will be
held at The Lalit Ashok,
Bengaluruy, and is expected
to showcase the latest
trends in fashion and jewel-
lery for the festive and wed-
ding season.

Kumaraswamy vows to expose scams

days, Kumaraswamy said those
involved would have to answer
for how much sleep they had
lost.“T will not hesitate to speak
about the many irregularities
and scams involving thousands
of crores. I came to Mavinakere
Ranganathaswamy Temple today
and sought the blessings of the
deity. Ultimately, He alone must
deliver the verdict,” he said.
Kumaraswamy said the legisla-
ture, executive, judiciary and
media constitute the four pillars
of the democratic system and
warned that If even one of these
four pillars is weakened, it under-
mines the values enshrined in the
Constitution. “If even one of
these four pillars is weakened, it
amounts to an insult to the
Constitution written by Dr B.R.

Ambedkar. We must bow before
the Constitution and discharge
our responsibilities. Today, there
is a growing belief that one can
make easy money through irreg-
ularities and acquire everything
with it. T have prepared myself on
which issue should be brought
out and when. I will come before
the people with documents,” he
said. He said the people of
Karnataka and the four constitu-
tional pillars would ultimately
have to decide how the state
should be protected.“I say this in
the presence of God: I have no
personal animosity towards any-
one,” he added. Reacting to those
arguing that people from their
own community were now in
power and should therefore be
allowed to govern.

& info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Neev Literature Festival
set for Sept 26-27

Bengaluru: The 10th edition of the Neev
Literature Festival (NLF) will be held
on September 26 and 27 at Neev
Academy, Yemalur, under the theme
“Stories from the Heart”. The festival is
free and open to all.

The two-day event will feature 80 dele-
gates, including leading international
and Indian authors, illustrators, editors
and sports writers. It will offer 105 ses-
sions for children across different age groups, along with
programmes for parents and educators.The festival will
also feature a children’s book marketplace with more
than 2,000 titles, book readings, masterclasses and book
signings. The winner of the Neev Book Award will receive
a cash prize of Rs 3 lakh, trophy and citation. Last year,
the festival attracted more than 4,700 visitors.

neev

CPI (M) demands people-centric
development policy ahead of coastal
Karnataka cabinet meeting

—

Mangaluru, Sep 15: The CPI (M) Dakshina Kannada district
committee has urged the Karnataka government to adopt a
people-centric and comprehensive development policy for coast-
al Karnataka, instead of promoting corporate-oriented public-
private partnership (PPP) models. Addressing a press confer-
ence in Mangaluru on Tuesday, CPI (M) district secretary
Muneer Katipalla said the special cabinet meeting scheduled to
be held in Mangaluru on September 18 should focus on address-
ing the long-pending issues of the people of the coastal districts.
The party alleged that the development taking place in the
coastal region has not benefited all sections of society equally. It
expressed concern over increasing migration, unemployment
among local youth, environmental degradation, and the grow-
ing influence of corporate investments.The CPI (M) demanded
better healthcare facilities, including the establishment of Kidwai
Cancer Hospital, Jayadeva Heart Hospital, and a NIMHANS unit
in Mangaluru. It also sought a government multi-speciality hospi-
tal in Uttara Kannada and improved healthcare facilities in the
newly created taluks of the coastal districts. Among its other
demands are a people-oriented coastal tourism policy, promotion
of industries based on arecanut, coconut, and rubber, modernisa-
tion of fishing harbours, support for traditional fishermen, and
promotion of small-scale fishery-based industries.

S. Manohar Demands Legal Action Against BJP
L.eaders Inciting Communal Tension

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

Bengaluru: KPCC General
Secretary S. Manohar has
demanded appropriate legal
action against BJP leaders
who are disrupting law and
order and inciting commu-
nal tension in the name of
the Ganesha festival.
Speaking after lodging a
complaint with the Director
General of Police regarding
this matter, he stated that
every citizen has the right to
celebrate the Ganesha festi-
val by installing the idol of
Lord Vinayaka peacefully
and harmoniously. He
expressed concern that BJP
leaders are politicizing the
advice and precautionary
measures issued by police
officials in the public inter-
est and are deliberately tar-
geting the officers them-
selves with their statements.
He alleged that there is
public anxiety regarding
attempts to politically incite
people using the names of
God and religion, as well as
efforts to create a volatile
situation by bringing in
large numbers of people
from various districts—

including  Bengaluru—
thereby provoking commu-
nal unrest.

In light of this, he urged
the police department to
implement strict precau-
tionary measures to prevent
any form of communal ten-
sion or disruption to law and
order. Specifically, he
referred to BJP leaders such
as R. It has been stated that
there is a need to examine
whether the statements and
activities of R. Ashoka and
Pratap Simha have compro-
mised public peace and law
and order.

ASSETS CARE & RECONSTRUCTION
ENTERPRISE LTD.

Registered Office: 14th Floor, Eros Corporate Tower, Nehru Place,
New Delhi-110019 Tel : 91-11-43115600 Fax : 91-11-43115618
Corporate Office: Unit No. : 502, C Wing, One BKC, Radius Developers,

Plot No. : C-66, G-Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Mumbai — 400051

Tel.: 022 68643101 E-mail : acre.arc@acreindia.in Website : www.acreindia.in
CIN : U65993DL2002PLC115769

POSSESSION NOTICE (For immovable property)

WHEREAS the Authorized Officer of Piramal Finance Limited (“Original Lender”) under the Securitisation
and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise
of powers conferred under Section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notice dated 10.06.2026 calling upon 1) Mrs. Shailaja G C 2) Mr. Ra-
jappa M (“Borrowers”) to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice being Rs.87,29,707.49/- (Ru-
pees Eighty Seven Lakh Twenty Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Seven and Forty Nine Only)
against Loan Account No. 2800004941 as on 10.06.2026 and interest thereon within 60 days from
the date of receipt of the said Notice.
The Original Lender had assigned all its rights, title and interest of the above loan account in favor of|
Assets Care & Reconstruction Enterprise Limited acting in its capacity as trustee of ACRE -174 - Trust
(“ACRE”) by way of an Assignment Agreement dated 28.03.2025
The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers and the public
in general that the undersigned has taken POSSESSION of the property described herein below in ex-
ercise of powers conferred on him under Sub-Section (4) of Section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of|
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on 10.09.2026.
The Borrowers in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property
and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of Assets Care & Reconstruction En-
terprise Ltd., acting as trustee of ACRE - 174 - Trust for an amount of Rs.87,29,707.49/- (Rupees
Eighty Seven Lakh Twenty Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Seven and Forty Nine Only) as on
10.06.2026 and interest thereon. The Borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of Sub-Section (8) of
Section 13 of the Act in respect of time available, to redeem the Secured Assets.
For any grievance you may contact Mr. Mohd Shariq Malik, Grievance Redressal Officer, Phone
No. 011-66115600, Email : plaint@: lia.in. The detailed policy on Grievance Redressal
within the org can be i at https://www.acreindia.in/compliance
DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
All That Piece And Parcel Of The Property Bearing Id No.2-2-520-12, Ward No.2, Door No. 12,
Katha No. 1623, Sas No. 1542, Situated At Udayagiri Extension, Cross Road, Hassan Within The
Limits Of Hassan City Municipality, Measuring East To West: 30.5 [(30+31)/2] Feet, North To South:
41.5[(41+42)/2] Feet, Totally Measuring 1265.75 Sq Feet, Along With Residential Building Thereon
And Bounded On: East By: Ksric Property, West By: House Property Of Dore Raju, North By:
Property Of Chikke Gowda, South By: Road.

ACRE

MAKING ASSETS WORK

Sd/- Authorized officer|

Assets Care & Reconstruction Enterprise Ltd.
Acting in its capacity as trustee of|

ACRE - 174 - TRUST

DATE: 10.09.2026
PLACE: HASSAN, KARNATAKA

It is also necessary to
impartially examine wheth-
er the statements made or
actions taken by BJP MP
Yaduveer Wadiyar upon vis-
iting the site contributed to
any tension. It was empha-
sized that elected represen-
tatives holding responsible
positions should not engage
in or facilitate any attempts
to incite the public or seek
political gain in the name of
religion.

Therefore, a request has
been made to conduct an
impartial investigation into
all these matters. If the

Darling Krishna opens
Kolors Healthcare branch

Bengaluru: A new well-
ness and fitness center of
Kolors Health Care
India—one of the coun-
try's leading health and
beauty organizations—
was recently inaugurated
with great fanfare in
Whitefield, Bengaluru.

Popular Sandalwood
celebrity couple, actor
Darling Krishna and

actress Milana Nagaraj,
officially inaugurated the
new center, adding glam-
our to the event. During
the occasion, the couple
shared interesting
insights about their per-
sonal fitness journeys and
the importance of main-
taining a healthy lifestyle.

Speaking at the event,
actor Darling Krishna
remarked that maintain-
ing fitness becomes an
essential part of an actor's
career once they enter the
film industry.
Reminiscing about his

high school days, he
humorously recalled how
he started working out
because he was very thin;
his motivation was to
catch the attention of girls
and ensure his clothes fit
his physique properly. He
also recalled the struggles
he faced in gaining weight
despite putting in signifi-
cant effort during those
early days. Revealing the
secrets behind her beauty
and health, actress Milana
Nagaraj attributed her fit-
ness to remaining con-
stantly active, noting that
she has been a sportsper-
son and swimmer for the
past two and a half
decades.

HTHHETRT

investigation confirms any
violation of law or obstruc-
tion of police duties, cases
should be registered under
applicable laws against
Opposition Leader R.
Ashoka, Pratap Simha, BJP
MP Yaduveer Wadiyar, and
other concerned BJP leaders
and individuals, followed by
appropriate legal action.

Ganeshotsava  should
serve as a symbol of peace,
harmony, and coexistence.
Religious observances must
not be allowed to become a
source of communal tension
or political conflict.

Karnataka's Dr. Sunita Rana
Agarwal Wins Four Gold
Medals at the 22nd National
Masters Swimming
Competition 2026

Haryana: Dr. Sunita Rana Agarwal
has brought pride to Karnataka by
winning four gold medals at the 22nd
National ~ Masters  Swimming
Competition 2026, held in Haryana
under the aegis of the Swimming
Federation of India (SFT).Representing
Karnataka, Dr. Sunita Rana Agarwal
delivered outstanding performances
in the following four swimming
events; 50 meters freestyle - 38 sec-
onds; 100 meters freestyle - 1 minute
28 seconds; 50 meters backstroke - 46
seconds; 50 meters butterfly - 45 sec-
onds. Her exceptional performance in
the freestyle, backstroke, and butter-
fly categories earned her four gold
medals, highlighting her dedication,
discipline, and sporting excellence at
the national level. The 22nd National
Masters Swimming Competition was
organized in Haryana under the aus-
pices of the Swimming Federation of
India. Shri Anil Khatri Ji—Vice
President of the Swimming
Federation of India, Vice President of
the Haryana Olympic Association,
and General Secretary of the Haryana
Swimming Association—participat-
ed in this event.

@I1cICI Home Finance |

Corporate Office: ICICI HFC Tower, JB Nagar, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri East, Mumbai- 400059
Branch Office: 2nd Floor, Sapta Swara complex, Next to Palace Honda show room, Near Fire Brigade,
Kantharaj Urs Road, Saraswathipuram, Mysore- 570009

Whereas
The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of ICICI Home Finance Company Limited under the Securitisation,
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers
conferred under section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002, issued demand
notices upon the borrowers mentioned below, to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the
date of receipt of the said notice.
As the borrower failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that
the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on
him/ her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-mentioned dates. The
borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings
with the property will be subject to the charge of ICICI Home Finance Company Limited.
The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available,
toredeem the secured assets.

Registered Office: ICICI Bank Towers, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra
(East), Mumbai- 400051

Sr. Name of the Borrower/ Description of property/ Date of Demand | Name
No. Co-Borrower/ Date of Possession Notice/ Amountin | o
Loan Account Number Demand Notice (Rs,)| Branch
1.|Yogeshwar M (Borrower), Unique No- 150800400200320101 Unique No.| 15-06-2026 |Mysore
Shanthamma B (Co-Borrower), No|150800400200320101 Assessment No. 105/1, Rs.
3/13, 1st Main Road Vinayaka Changachahalli Village, Ambale GP, Yelanduru | 20,16,199.38/-
Nagara Manasagangothri Taluk Chamarajanagar Yelandur 571441
Mysuru, Independent House, Karnataka Bounded By- North By : House of
Manasagangothri, Mysore- 570006 Nanjundaiah, South By : House of Rani, East
Karnataka, LHMYS00001684198 |By : Road, West By : House of Rudresh./
Date of Possession 11-September-2026
2. |Yogeshwar M (Borrower), Unique No- 150800400200320101 Unique No-| 15-06-2026 |Mysore
Shanthamma B (Co-Borrower), No| 150800400200320101 Assessment No- 105/1, Rs.
3/13, 1st Main Road Vinayaka Changachahalli Village, Ambale Gp, Yelanduru 42,799/
Nagara Manasagangothri Taluk Chamarajanagar Yelandur 571441
Mysuru, independent House, Karnataka Bounded By- North By : House of
Manasagangothri, Mysore- 570006 Nanjundaiah, South By : House of Rani, East
Karnataka, LHMYS00001684239 |By : Road, West By : House of Rudresh./
Date of Possession 11-September-2026

Date: September 16, 2026
Qlace: Yelandur

The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/ guarantors(s) are hereby given a 30 day notice to repay the amount, else the
mortgaged properties will be sold on the expiry of 30 days from the date of publication of this Notice, as per the provisions
under the Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.

Authorized Office,
ICICI Home Finance Company Limitedj

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

@IcICI Home Finance ‘
Whereas

date of receipt of the said notice.

toredeem the secured assets.

Registered Office: ICICI Bank Towers, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra
(East), Mumbai- 400051

Corporate Office: ICICI HFC Tower, JB Nagar, Andheri Kurla Road, Andheri East, Mumbai- 400059

Branch Office: 1st floor, office no. 361/2-361/2-1232, Jayachandra Building, PB Gowda compound, 4th cross
park extension, Durgigudi, Shimoga- 577201

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of ICICI Home Finance Company Limited under the Securitisation,
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers
conferred under section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) rules 2002, issued demand
notices upon the borrowers mentioned below, to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the

As the borrower failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that
the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on
him/ her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-mentioned dates. The
borrower in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings
with the property will be subject to the charge of ICICI Home Finance Company Limited.

The Borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available,

Sr.| Name of the Borrower/ Description of property/ Date of Demand | Name
No. Co-Borrower/ Date of Possession Notice/ Amount in [
Loan Account Number Demand Notice (Rs)| Branch
1.|Sachin (Borrower), Property No. 151100301100322487, Sy.No.95/2, P8 18-06-2026  |shimoga
Vimala. (Co-Borrower), |Prakruthi Layout, Mulki Hobli 10th Thokur Villag E Rs.
1123 Kamla Nivasa  [Haleyangadi, Mangalore Karnataka 574146 Bounded 7,25,689/-
103 Haleangady By- North By: Remaining Portion of The Same Survey
Mangalore 574146 Sub-Division No., South By: Sub-Division Line, East By:
Karnataka, Remaining Portion of The Same Survey Sub-Division
LHMNG00001410248 [No., West By: Remaining Portion of The Same Survey
Sub-Division No./ Date of Possession 11-09-2026
2. |Sachin (Borrower), Property No. 151100301100322487, Sy.No.95/2, P8 18-06-2026  |shimoga
Vimala. (Co-Borrower), |Prakruthi Layout, Mulki Hobli 10th Thokur Villag E Rs.
1123 Kamla Nivasa  [Haleyangadi, Mangalore Karnataka 574146 Bounded 13,27,685/-
103 Haleangady By- North By: Remaining Portion of The Same Survey
Mangalore 574146 Sub-Division No., South By: Sub-Division Line, East By:
Karnataka, Remaining Portion of The Same Survey Sub-Division
LHMNG00001453148 [No., West By: Remaining Portion of The Same Survey
Sub-Division No./ Date of Possession 11-09-2026
3. |Sachin (Borrower), Property No. 151100301100322487, Sy.No.95/2, P8 18-06-2026  |Shimoga
Vimala. (Co-Borrower), |Prakruthi Layout, Mulki Hobli 10th Thokur Villag E Rs.
1123 Kamla Nivasa  |Haleyangadi, Mangalore Karnataka 574146 Bounded 71,714.2/-
103 Haleangady By- North By: Remaining Portion of The Same Survey
Mangalore 574146 Sub-Division No., South By: Sub-Division Line, East By:
Karnataka, Remaining Portion of The Same Survey Sub-Division
LHMNG00001453149 (No., West By: Remaining Portion of The Same Survey
Sub-Division No./ Date of Possession 11-09-2026

The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/ guarantors(s) are hereby given a 30 day notice to repay the amount, else the
mortgaged properties will be sold on the expiry of 30 days from the date of publication of this Notice, as per the provisions
under the Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.

the: September 16, 2026, Place: Mangalore

Authorized Office, ICICI Home Finance Company Lim'rtey
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EDITORIAL

AI BECOMES THE FIRST

FRONTIER FOR
MENTAL HEALTH

Al-based chatbots are increasingly becoming people's
first-line contact amid mental health concerns. In
moments of loneliness, anxiety, stress, depression, rela-
tionship difficulties, or emotional distress, many people
are choosing to interact with Al instead of first seeing a
therapist. In a vast and diverse country like India, where
access to mental health services remains unequal, Al tech-
nology offers a new possibility. However, it's important to
understand that AI can be a means to expand mental
health services, not a substitute for them. The biggest
challenges facing mental health services in India include
the limited availability of trained specialists, the lack of
services in rural and remote areas, the cost of treatment,
and the social stigma associated with mental illness. In
such an environment, the 24-hour availability of Al cre-
ates significant opportunities. Individuals can share their
problems at any time and receive information, emotional
support, and self-help tips at an early stage. Al-based digi-
tal mental health platforms can play a useful role in this
direction. Social taboos about mental health issues could
also encourage the use of AI. Many people hesitate to
express their feelings to family, friends, or therapists.
Relatively anonymous digital conversations allow them to
express their concerns, fears, and concerns. Chatbots can
thus serve as a first step in mental health communication
and encourage individuals to seek further professional
help if needed. An important benefit of Al is early screen-
ing. By analyzing a person's communication, behavior,
and certain digital signals, Al can help identify potential
anxiety, depression, or other mental health risks.
However, such screening should not be considered a final
medical diagnosis. Its purpose should only be to identify
potential risks and help direct the person to the appropri-
ate specialist. Multilingual Al technology is also of partic-
ular importance given India's linguistic diversity. If men-
tal health information and initial support are limited to
English or a limited number of languages, large popula-
tions will be excluded. Language technology and digital
systems developed for Indian languages ??can bridge this
gap. In the future, such services could be integrated with
government mental health initiatives like Tele-Manas to
provide initial support to remote areas. Personal assis-
tance can also be a useful feature of AI. Reminding people
to take medication, motivating them to stay focused on
sleep and routines, suggesting stress-reduction exercises,
or guiding them through structured self-help activities
based on cognitive behavioral therapy are just some of the
areas where Al can play a supportive role. For clinicians,
Al can also help with regular patient monitoring, identify-
ing and prioritizing high-risk cases. This can enable more der
effective use of limited human resources. But along with
the opportunities, there are also significant risks. A person
in emotional distress is in a highly vulnerable state. If AI
provides inaccurate, incomplete, or out-of-context informa-
tion, it could exacerbate the person's distress. If a chatbot
inadvertently reinforces a negative or delusional belief
instead of challenging it, the consequences could be seri-
ous. This is why Al systems for mental health must clearly
distinguish between chatbots that provide general infor-
mation and tools proven to provide clinical assistance.

ANTARA GHOSAL SINGH

After nearly five-years of
diplomatic and military
freeze post-2020 border clash,
China-India relations seem to
be turning a corner. It was in
August 2025 when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi vis-
ited China to attend the SCO
Tianjin Summit, marking his
first trip to the country since
2018. Now, Chinese President
Xi Jinping visited India to
attend the BRICS Summit
after nearly seven years. The
coming together of the lead-
ers of Asia's two largest
economies, after so long but
within such a short time, is
indeed a matter of great sig-
nificance. What does it mean
for the current state and the
future of India-China bilater-
al ties? What are India and
China up to while the global
shifts? A complex negotiation
has begun Analysing the
dominant discourse in both
New Delhi and Beijing, it
becomes apparent that in the
context of the uncertainty
emanating from Trump 2.0
policies, there is a growing
consensus on both sides of the
Himalayas that now is a rare
window of opportunity for
both sides to strike a quick
bargain and risk-proof China-
India relations from subse-
quent political changes in
Washington. Accordingly,
both sides seem to have initi-
ated a complex negotiation,
encompassing every aspect of
the bilateral ties, from border
issues to economic relations
and multilateral cooperation.
India has apparently put for-
ward three broad demands
vis-~CHECK~-vis China -
peace and tranquillity in bor-
areas, fair market
access/trade balance, and
supply chain predictability.
Meanwhile, China is building
up pressure on India to more
explicitly reiterate the 'one-
China' policy, particularly
with respect to Tibet and
Taiwan; it's also demanding
more economic concessions
in return for a stable border.

Edit

A closer look at the official
statements issued by both
sides in recent high-level
exchanges, including the
recent bilateral, throws light
on the issue. In terms of bar-
gaining chips, China argues
that India's 'China-decou-
pling' strategy has actually
failed, for bilateral trade is
expected to reach a historic
high of USD 155.6 billion. It is
now clear that in today's
world of de-globalisation,
only China has the ability to
help India efficiently expand
its manufacturing sector -
and that is its biggest lever-
age in this negotiation
process. Meanwhile, India
retorts that China's current
economic development is
under tremendous pressure,
as it is unable to generate
domestic demand and is high-
ly dependent on external
markets and exports. At a
time when relations with key
trading partners, such as the
US or the EU, are faltering,

"

retaining the Indian market
is absolutely critical for the
Chinese, and that reinforces
India's bargaining stance.
The Limits Of 'Mutual
Concessions' In terms of con-
cessions, India has already
made a series of policy adjust-
ments in recent months to
reassure China. It amended
its foreign direct investment
rules and adjusted visa poli-
cies to restart direct flights.
But on issues of Taiwan and
Tibet, India seems to be push-
ing back against Chinese
demands, arguing that "India
does not violate China's sov-
ereignty in any manner, but
it is China that is illegally
occupying Indian territory in
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh since 1963 ... Also,
there are Chinese projects on
territories in Jammu and
Kashmir that belong to India,
which India objects to." India
also formally renamed 27
places and features located in
Arunachal Pradesh on the

India-China Are Suddenly
Along. But What's On

T e—

official maps of the Survey of
India, in retaliation towards
Beijing's repeated attempts to
rename places in Arunachal
Pradesh; the latest such exer-
cise was carried out in April
2026. Not only has India's
vocal assertion of sovereignty
at this point irked the
Chinese side, but they are
also far from satisfied with
India's economic concessions.
The Chinese argue that
India's policy adjustments in
the economic space are by no
means friendly concessions
but calculated strategic
moves, aimed at grabbing
Chinese financial resources
and technology in order to fill
key gaps in India's industrial
chain. China remains deeply
concerned and has been tak-
ing countermeasures in
terms of export-controls of
key machineries and equip-
ment to restrain India to the
level of a mid-to-downstream
supporting supplier within
China's supply chain. China's
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Getting
fter?

repeated reference to China-
India being "partners and not
competitors" should be read
in this context. On India's
demand for balanced trade,
China's position is shifting. It
no longer seems to be playing
a blame game with India and
has lately expressed

its willingness to expand
domestic demand and open
wider to the world. In that
context, it has been welcom-
ing Indian trade delegations
in recent months to reassure
India on the issue of trade
imbalance. China's changed
stance, however, is yet to
make an impact on the bal-
ance sheets. On the border
issue, too, China's position
seems to have softened to a
certain extent. Although the
two sides are currently far
from reaching a "break-
through" in resolving border
disputes, in the past two
years, there has been sub-
stantial progress in this
space. The border has

’

/!

evolved from tense close-
range military contact in 2020
to disengagement with
"buffer zones", while in terms
of border management, the
approach has shifted from
crisis control to normalised
border governance; there are
even talks of "early and sub-
stantial harvest". China has
also taken some measures,
such as resuming and
expanding the scale of the
Kailash Mansarovar pilgrim-
age, reopening border trade
sites, and restarting cross-
border river-related data-
sharing mechanisms to show
goodwill towards India. A
New Consensus In a multilat-
eral platform like BRICS,
although significant diver-
gence continues to exist
between Chinese and Indian
positions on issues related to
de-dollarisation, energy secu-
rity, geopolitics, and relations
with the West, there seems to
be a new consensus emerging
between the two sides.

Saudi Arabia’s ‘Islamic NATO’ Faces Its First Test:
Was Riyadh Misled by Pakistan and Turkey?

n August 7, 2026, Saudi

Arabia, Pakistan and

Turkey signed a defence

agreement in Mecca that
was immediately described by many
observers as an “Islamic NATO”. Its
central promise was dramatic: an
armed attack on one member would
be regarded as an attack on all three.
Barely a month later, that promise is
facing its first serious test.
Iran-aligned Houthi forces have
seized the strategic Yemeni port of
Mokha and advanced towards the
Bab el-Mandeb Strait. They have also
launched missile and drone attacks
against Saudi Arabia, injuring civil-
ians and threatening critical infra-
structure. Yet Pakistan has publicly
acknowledged that no military
response under the Mecca agreement
is currently being discussed.This
raises a difficult question for Riyadh:
Was Saudi Arabia misled by Pakistan
and Turkey, or did it simply overesti-
mate what its new allies were pre-
pared to do?

The Promise of an “Islamic NATO”
The Mecca Joint Defence Agreement
brought together three of the region’s
most significant military powers.
Saudi Arabia provides enormous
financial resources and advanced
Western-supplied weaponry. Pakistan
possesses one of the largest standing
militaries in the Muslim world and is
a nuclear-armed state. Turkey has a
powerful military, a rapidly expand-
ing defence industry and extensive
experience in drone warfare.

ON PAPER, THE

COMBINATION IS FORMIDABLE.

The agreement states that an armed
attack against one member would be
considered an attack against all. It
also envisages closer military coordi-
nation, joint exercises, defence-indus-
try cooperation and mechanisms for
collective deterrence. But there is an
important distinction between sign-
ing a collective-defence agreement

and creating an organisation capable
of immediately fighting a war.NATO
has decades of integrated command
structures, operational planning and
institutional experience. The Mecca
alliance is still building its mecha-
nisms. At the end of August, the three
countries were only beginning to
institutionalise the agreement and
establish a permanent secretariat.

That difference has become crucial.
The Houthis Deliver the First Test
The timing could hardly be more
uncomfortable.The Houthis have
moved beyond their traditional
strongholds in northern Yemen and
pushed along the country’s Red Sea
coast. The capture of Mokha has
brought them much closer to the Bab
el-Mandeb Strait, one of the world’s
most important maritime choke-
points.The strategic implications are
enormous. Bab el-Mandeb connects
the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and is
vital for shipping between Asia,
Europe and the Middle East. Any pro-
longed disruption threatens global
trade and energy supplies.
The Houthis have also declared a
blockade targeting Saudi-linked ship-
ping and intensified attacks on Saudi
territory. Reuters reported that the
group had reached the Hanish islands
after capturing Mokha, putting fur-
ther pressure on the maritime route.
This is not a theoretical security prob-
lem for Saudi Arabia anymore. The
missiles are already flying.
WHERE ARE PAKISTAN AND TURKEY?
This is where the “Islamic NATO”
narrative begins to look complicated.
On September 9, Pakistan’s Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif said that con-
tinued Houthi attacks or spillover
into Saudi Arabia could activate the
Mecca agreement and that Pakistan
would honour its commitments if
required.But the very next day,
Pakistan’s Foreign Office clarified
that no military response was cur-
rently being discussed. Pakistan’s

message was essentially that it
remains committed to the pact but
will act “when the time comes”.For
Saudi Arabia, that distinction mat-
ters enormously. An alliance designed
to provide collective defence is ulti-
mately judged not by its signing cere-
mony, but by what happens when one
member is actually attacked.

Turkey, meanwhile, has not com-
mitted troops to the Yemen conflict
either.This does not mean that the
pact has failed. It is still a new alliance
and its members may eventually
decide to act. But the first crisis has
exposed the difference between politi-
cal solidarity and automatic military
intervention.

Why Pakistan Is Hesitating
Pakistan’s reluctance should not
come as a complete surprise.
Islamabad has historically main-
tained close military relations with
Saudi Arabia, but it has also been cau-
tious about becoming directly
involved in the Yemen war.
Pakistan faces its own security pres-
sures and has important relations
with Iran. Direct military action

against the Houthis could therefore
transform Pakistan from a diplomatic
player into a direct participant in a
much wider regional conflict.That is
a very different proposition from
signing a defence agreement. Pakistan
can promise to defend Saudi Arabia
without necessarily wanting to fight a
long and expensive war in Yemen.
And Saudi Arabia may now be discov-
ering the difference.
THE ISRAEL IRONY

The most ironic development in
this entire episode is what Riyadh
reportedly did next.The Jerusalem
Post reported on September 15 that
Saudi Arabia and Israel held talks
mediated by the U.S. Central
Command, with Riyadh seeking
Israeli intelligence assistance to
defend itself against the Houthi
threat.Israel Hayom reported a simi-
lar development, saying that Saudi
Arabia had turned towards Israel for
assistance as Washington weighed its
own response to the Houthi escala-
tion. The reported Israeli assistance is
primarily about intelligence: under-
standing Houthi deployments, capa-

bilities and possible future opera-
tions.That is significant because
Israel has spent years developing
sophisticated intelligence and sur-
veillance capabilities against Iranian-
backed groups across the region. The
irony is difficult to miss.

Saudi Arabia had just created a
defence partnership with Pakistan
and Turkey partly to strengthen its
regional security architecture. Yet
when the Houthi threat intensified,
Riyadh reportedly sought intelligence
assistance from Israel.This does not
mean Saudi Arabia has abandoned
Pakistan or Turkey. Nor does it mean
that Riyadh and Jerusalem are sud-
denly formal military allies. But it
demonstrates an important reality of
modern warfare: when a crisis
arrives, countries turn to whoever
possesses the capabilities they need,
not necessarily whoever signed the
most impressive agreement with
them.

The Real Lesson for Riyadh
Saudi Arabia’s strategic dilemma
goes beyond Pakistan and Turkey.
The kingdom wants greater strategic

autonomy. It does not want its secu-
rity to depend entirely on Washington
or any single external power. The
Mecca agreement was therefore an
important political statement:
Muslim-majority powers can build
their own security architecture.
But the first major crisis has pro-
duced an uncomfortable contradic-
tion.

The alliance that was presented as an
“Islamic NATO” has not yet demon-
strated a NATO-style military
response. Pakistan is urging caution
and diplomacy. Turkey remains out-
side direct military involvement. And
Saudi Arabia is reportedly looking to
Israel and Western partners for intel-
ligence and other forms of assistance.
That does not prove that the alliance
has failed. But it does prove that an
alliance on paper and an alliance on
the battlefield are two very different
things.

The Houthis Have Asked the
Question. Now the Allies Must
Answer.The Houthi advance has cre-
ated a crisis that Saudi Arabia cannot

afford to ignore.

Mokha, the Hanish islands and the
approach to Bab el-Mandeb give the
Houthis increasing leverage over a
maritime corridor vital to global
trade and Saudi energy exports. At
the same time, attacks on Saudi terri-
tory demonstrate that the conflict can
no longer be contained within Yemen.
For Mohammed bin Salman, the ques-
tion is therefore no longer about
diplomatic symbolism. It is about
whether the partners who prom-
ised collective defence will actually
stand beside Saudi Arabia when
the cost of doing so becomes real.
Saudi Arabia may not have been
“tricked” by Pakistan and Turkey.
It may simply have learned a much
harder lesson: Friends can sign an
agreement with you. Allies prove
themselves when the missiles
arrive
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PI Industries brings CARVINT — A
new generation insecticide to Indian
farmers for advanced pest management

September 2026: PI Industries
today announced the launch
of CARVINT (Flometoquin
10% SC), a next-generation
insecticide designed to pro-
vide effective control of
Thrips and Diamond Back
Moth (DBM) in crops like
chilli, cabbage and cauli-
flower. With a distinct mode
of action and long residual
control, CARVINT is posi-
tioned as a new tool for pro-
gressive farmers seeking
effective and sustainable pest-
management solutions in
focus on key markets across
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Madhya Pradesh. Pest pres-
sure remains a persistent
challenge for vegetable farm-
ers, particularly in high-value
crops such as chilli and cole
crops (cabbage and cauli-
flower). Thrips can reduce
chilli yields by 25-50%, while
Diamond Back Moth can
cause significant losses in
cabbage. Farmers also face
challenges such as frequent

sprays, shorter control dura-
tion, rising costs and growing
resistance  to  existing
chemistries. CARVINT
addresses these challenges
through a new active ingredi-
ent i.e. Flometoquin 10% SC,
which belongs to IRAC Group
34, a new class of insecticides
for Indian markets. This pro-
vides farmers with a differen-
tiated option for managing
key pests and supports resist-
ance-management pro-
grammes through rotation
with existing insecticide
chemistries. Commenting on
the launch, Mr. Saket
Bhatnagar, CEO India

Brands, PI AgSciences,
“Farmers today are navigat-
ing growing pest resistance,
frequent spray requirements,
shorter control duration and
rising crop-management
costs. CARVINT brings a dif-
ferentiated mode of action
that provides farmers with a
new tool for effective and sus-
tained pest management. Its
novel mode of action also
makes it a useful option with-
in resistance-management
programmes, enabling the
responsible  rotation of
chemistries. Through inno-
vations such as CARVINT,
we remain committed to
bringing differentiated solu-
tions to Indian agriculture
that address evolving chal-
lenges and support farmers in
managing their crops more
effectively.” The launch adds
to PI Industries' portfolio of
differentiated agricultural
solutions. With the launch of
CARVINT, PI continues to
expand its portfolio of innova-
tive crop-protection and agri-
cultural solutions.

Business

Al DEVELOPMENT

While we wait for the US stock mar-
ket to open in a few minutes, let's go
over some of the questions our Al
experts answered earlier. What is AI?
Artificial intelligence is software that
"can do things we normally associate
with human intelligence" like pat-
tern-spotting, making predictions
and solving problems, Al correspon-
dent Marc Cieslak explains. Could Al
truly threaten humanity? We don't
really know, writes our cyber corre-
spondent Joe Tidy. He says some
doomsday scenarios see the internet
and all connected devices going
down, plunging modern life into
chaos, while others say the chance of
an existential risk is low. Can we
slow down AI? International agree-
ments to slow Al will not be easy, sen-
ior technology reporter Chris
Vallance says. OpenAl boss Sam
Altman says pacing its development
would not mean stopping, but devel-
opment should be slower. What
threat does AI pose? Al correspon-
dent Marc Cieslak says many of the
scenarios are "much in the realms of
science fiction", but if a hostile nation
used Al to break into a country's crit-
ical national infrastructure it could
wreak "absolute havoc". Are there
laws in place to protect against AI?

MRS ek ==y

There are none, says Stephanie Hare,
co-host of Al Decoded. What is Al's
impact on the global market? Al now
makes up somewhere between 30-
40% of the US stock exchange value,
says Stephanie Hare. A fall in stocks
hurts the US economy, and because
of this the US government doesn't
want the market to stop. China’s top
intelligence official says the country
must "balance development and secu-
rity" when it comes to Al. Chen Yixin
has called for stronger governance of
the emerging technology, while
warning of the national security
risks it could pose. Al has become "a
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new arena for strategic rivalry
among major powers", he wrote for
China Cyberspace, a journal run by
internet watchdog body the
Cyberspace  Administration of
China. Chen says existing laws, regu-
lations and ethical guidelines must
be improved, and risk warning and
emergency response systems should
be developed as safeguards. He warns
of the dangers of "hostile forces" such
as foreign intelligence using Al and
calls for international cooperation.
As we just mentioned, OpenAl's Sam
Altman is among those calling for
caution with AI development. On

SLOW DOWN

Saturday, Altman wrote on X that he
will follow Anthropic's lead and
introduce independent evaluators
with "employee-like access" to the
company. He followed this up a few
hours ago with two more posts in
which he warns of two outcomes to
be avoided: that humanity could "lose
control of the future to AI", or that it
produces a world with "too much con-
centration of power". He notes that
"when we talk about 'pacing', we do
not mean 'stopping", but that
progress "should be slower than it
otherwise could be". "We are
unapologetically on Team Humanity,
and Al must always serve people,”
Altman says. Since it was founded in
2015, OpenAl has faced scrutiny over
several incidents, including in July -
when its models went rogue during a
test and hacked online platform
Hugging Face. Dario Amodei of
Anthropic and Sam Altman, chief
executive of OpenAl, have both
called for regulation and a "slow-
down" of Al's development. It's not
the first time bosses or wider indus-
try voices have clamoured for such
action. But questions have continued
to mount over what any sort of "slow-
down" - also backed by SpaceX boss
Elon Musk - would actually look like.

SEBI Proposes Changes To Stock
Market Timings; Two Options

The Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) on Saturday has pro-
posed two alternative trad-
ing schedules for the clos-
ing auction session and
equity derivatives market.
This is a part of a wider
review aimed at improving
liquidity, transparency and
price discovery. Under
Option A, normal trading in
stocks eligible for the clos-
ing auction session, or CAS,
would continue until 3:30
pm The CAS would then
run from 3:31 pm to 3:40 pm,
while trading in the futures
and options segment would
remain open until 3:45 pm.
Option B proposes an earli-
er close for the affected
cash-market stocks.
Continuous trading would
end at 3:15 pm, followed by
the CAS from 3:15 pm. to
3:25 pm. The F&O market
would close at its existing
time of 3:30 p.m. Also Read |
Layoffs Are Rising In Tech,
But These SKkills Are
Helping People Unlock
Better Pay SEBI has also

proposed reducing the tran-
sition period before the
CAS to one minute from
five minutes. The trading
window for equity deriva-
tives after the auction
would be shortened to five
minutes from 10 minutes.
The regulator has present-
ed two approaches for deter-
mining derivatives settle-
ment prices. The first would
use trades from both the
continuous trading session,
or CTS, and the closing auc-
tion. The second would
retain CTS-only settlement
prices initially and consid-
er including CAS trades
after at least one year. No
indicative index value
based on the indicative
equilibrium price would be
displayed during the auc-
tion. Limit orders placed
+1% of reference price can-
not be cancelled during
CAS. Such orders can only
be modified to improve the
price. Unexecuted Iceberg
orders would enter the auc-
tion as regular, fully dis-
closed limit orders.

Dubai’s tourism sector records highest visitor numbers
since February as Arabian Travel Market 2026 opens

Hotel sector highlights
strong performance as DET
and its partners leverage the
industry event to deepen
global trade relationships
and drive future demand
Hotel occupancy of 66% in
August 2026 represents 89%
of the occupancy rate over
the same period during the
previous year DET is hosting
more than 300 international
travel trade professionals
from over 40 countries
through its ‘ATM Hosted
Buyers Programme’ India,
15th September 2026: Dubai’s
tourism industry is increas-
ingly demonstrating its
strength, with the city’s hotel
sector delivering sustained
performance growth, accord-
ing to the latest data released
by the Dubai Department of
Economy and Tourism
(DET) on the opening day of
Arabian Travel Market
(ATM) 2026. The perform-
ance through August reflects
the strength of the systems,
partnerships and diversified
market base that Dubai and
its partners have built over
the years. It is a testament to
the resolve of an industry
that has continued to invest,
innovate and deliver for its
guests, and it underlines con-
fidence in the destination’s
position heading into the
final months of 2026. Hotel
occupancy reached 66% in
August, representing 89% of
the city’s occupancy levels in

August 2025, and continuing

RS 10 LAKH IN SMALL-
CAP FUNDS: HOW MUCH
RISK ARE YOU TAKING?

% o
a steep climb from 36% occu-
pancy in March 2026. That
sustained upward trajectory
isaclear signal of underlying
demand and the strength of
Dubai’s hospitality sector. As
a number of properties have
begun implementing exten-
sive renovation projects to
further elevate the guest
experience and embed future
readiness, hotel room inven-
tory approached 149,000
rooms by the end of August
2026. In the first eight months
of the year, the emirate’s
hotels recorded 21.61 million
occupied room nights,
underscoring the scale at
which the industry contin-
ues to operate. The strong

hotel performance was
reflected in visitor numbers,
with Dubai welcoming

approximately 869,000 inter-

— |

national overnight visitors

international base

in August 2026, building on

month-on-month, double-
digit growth since March.
This represented its
strongest monthly volume
since February 2026, taking
total international visitation
t0 6.97 million across the first
eight months of the year.
Dubai continued to draw vis-
itors from a broad mix of
international source regions.
Western Europe remained
the leading regional contrib-
utor from January to
August, accounting for 20%
of visitation, followed by
South Asia at 17%, the GCC
at 16%, CIS and Eastern
Europe at 14%, MENA at
10%, North East and South
East Asia at 9%, Americas at
7%, Africa at 5% and
Australasia at 2%. This diver-
sified mix provides a vast
from

which DET, and its partners
can continue to stimulate
demand across established
and emerging markets. It also
aligns with the goals of the
Dubai Economic Agenda,
D33, to further consolidate
Dubai’s position as a leading
global destination for busi-
ness and leisure and build a
resilient and future-focused
visitor economy. Diverse
source markets His
Excellency Issam Kazim,
CEO of Dubai Corporation for
Tourism and Commerce
Marketing (DCTCM), part of
the Dubai Department of
Economy and Tourism, said:
“The true grit of any city is
tested not when the path is
smooth, but during challeng-
ing times, and in line with our
leadership’s direction, we do
not wait for the perfect condi-

tions to continue delivering.

Investing Rs 10 lakh in
small-cap mutual funds
can offer higher growth
potential over the long
term, but it also exposes
investors to sharper price

movements. Small-cap
stocks tend to react strong-
ly to changes in economic
conditions, earnings, inter-
est rates and investor sen-
timent. For an investor
with Rs 10 lakh in small-
cap funds, a market correc-
tion can therefore lead to a
substantial fall in portfolio
value. What Are Small-Cap
Mutual Funds? Small-cap
funds are equity mutual
funds that primarily invest
in small-cap companies.
Under SEBI's classifica-
tion, small-cap companies
are ranked 251st onwards
by full market capitalisa-
tion. Also Read | Layoffs
Are Rising In Tech, But
These Skills Are Helping
People Unlock Better Pay
These funds must invest at
least 65% of their assets in

small-cap companies.
Since smaller companies
generally have lower trad-
ing volumes and less estab-
lished businesses than
larger firms, their stocks
can be more volatile. Key
Risks Of Small-Cap Funds
Market risk: Small-cap
stocks can fall during eco-
nomic slowdowns, market
corrections, changes in
interest rates or company-
specific problems.
Volatility: Prices can move
sharply in either direction.
A Rs 10 lakh investment
can gain quickly during a
rally but lose a sizeable
amount during a correc-
tion. Liquidity risk:
Smaller companies can
have lower trading vol-
umes. During a market
sell-off, this can make it
harder for fund managers
to buy or sell stocks at
desired prices. Longer
recovery: Small-cap stocks
may take longer to recover
after a sharp correction.

BANDHAN BANK LAUNCHES CREDIT
CARDS; INTRODUCES FOUR VARIANTS

Hyderabad, September 2026:
Bandhan Bank today
announced the launch of its
credit card portfolio, in col-
laboration with Mastercard,
marking a significant mile-
stone in the Bank's journey
of empowering customers
with innovative and inclu-
sive financial solutions.
Inspired by the enduring
flame in Bandhan Bank's
logo, which symbolizes the
Bank's commitment to
enriching lives, the new
credit card range is being
introduced in four variants:
Sparks, Ignite, Flare, and
Lumina. The credit cards
were unveiled in the pres-
ence of Mr. Partha Pratim
Sengupta, MD & CEO,
Bandhan Bank, and Mr.
Gautam Aggarwal,
President, India & South
Asia, Mastercard, Mr.
Rajinder Kumar Babbar, ED
& CBO, and Mr. Piush Jha,
Head - Credit Cards, along
with other senior leaders of
the Bank and Mastercard.
The new credit card portfolio
is tailored to meet the needs
of diverse customer seg-
ments. i Sparks:
Accelerated rewards on gro-
cery and apparel spends, wel-
come reward bonus, domes-

tic airport lounge access,
BookMyShow offers, fuel
surcharge waiver, and EMI
cashback benefits. i Ignite:
Accelerated rewards on gro-
cery and travel spends, wel-
come and milestone rewards,
domestic & international
lounge access and EazyDiner
benefits. i Flare: Travel-
focused card with Amazon
Pay Voucher as welcome
benefit, domestic & interna-
tional airport lounge access,
BookMyShow & EazyDiner
benefits, and golf privileges.

u Lumina: Premium
rewards on international
spends, Oberoi gift voucher
as welcome benefit, domestic
and international lounge
access, concierge services,
airport meet-and-greet serv-
ices, BookMyShow &
EazyDiner benefits, and golf
privileges. Speaking on the
launch, Mr. Partha Pratim
Sengupta, MD & CEO,
Bandhan Bank, said: "The
launch of Credit Cards
marks a significant mile-
stone in our journey as a

universal bank. Our new
credit card portfolio,
launched in collaboration
with Mastercard, reflects
our commitment to serving
the aspirations of a digital-
first India, featuring a seam-
less end-to-end digital appli-
cation journey and conven-
ient card servicing experi-
ence. With Sparks, Ignite,
Flare and Lumina, we have
created a comprehensive
suite of products that caters
to a wide spectrum of cus-
tomers, from Gen Z and
emerging affluent con-
sumers to seasoned trav-
ellers and premium lifestyle
seekers, offering meaningful
rewards, convenience and
curated benefits at every
stage of their financial jour-
ney." Speaking on the
launch, Mr. Rajinder Kumar
Babbar, ED & CBO, Bandhan
Bank, said: “The launch of
our credit cards marks
another important step in
strengthening Bandhan
Bank’s customer-first prod-
uct suite. With a portfolio
designed around diverse
spending needs and aspira-
tions, we are bringing togeth-
er digital convenience,
meaningful rewards and rel-
evant lifestyle benefits.

Smartphone Makers Want GST Slashed To 5% To Offset

45% Price Hike On Ent

India's smartphone industry
has sought a sharp reduction
in the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) on mobile phones,
with industry body the India
Cellular & Electronics
Association (ICEA) urging
the government to cut the
rate from 18% to 5%. In a let-
ter to Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and
Electronics and Information
Technology Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw, ICEA
has sought that the proposal
be placed on the agenda of
the next GST Council meet-
ing. The industry body has
argued that a lower GST rate
could help bring down hand-
set prices, revive weak
domestic demand and sup-
port the next phase of India's
smartphone manufacturing
growth. According to ICEA,
weak domestic demand has
emerged as a growing con-
cern for the smartphone
industry, even as India con-
tinues to see growth in
mobile-phone exports. The
industry body said entry-
level handset prices have
increased by around 35-45%
over the past year, putting
additional pressure on con-
sumers, particularly in the
affordable smartphone seg-

sl

a sharp increase in memory
costs, saying memory prices
have surged nearly fourfold
as Al data centres absorb a
growing share of global sup-
ply. The combination of
higher component costs and
elevated handset prices has
made affordable smart-
phones increasingly difficult
to access for consumers. The
impact has been particularly
visible in the entry-level seg-
ment. ICEA said smart-
phones priced below Rs
10,000 now account for less
than 5% of industry supply.
The industry body believes a
reduction in GST could pro-

ry-Level Han

vide some relief to con-
sumers by lowering the tax
burden on handsets and

helping manufacturers
address affordability con-
cerns. ICEA has therefore
called for mobile phones to
be moved from the existing
18% GST rate to the 5% slab.
ICEA said the proposed GST
reduction could have a
broader impact on the sector
by improving smartphone
affordability, reviving con-
sumer demand and increas-
ing smartphone adoption.
The association has also
linked the request to India's
ambitions of becoming a
major global electronics

dsets;
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manufacturing and export
hub. While India's mobile-
phone exports have expand-
ed significantly in recent
years, ICEA has flagged
weak domestic consumption
as a challenge for the indus-
try's next phase of growth.
The industry body has
argued that stronger domes-
tic demand would comple-
ment India's export-led man-
ufacturing push and help
sustain the expansion of the
mobile-phone ecosystem.
The request comes as smart-
phone makers face a difficult
combination of rising com-
ponent costs and weaker
affordability. The sharp
increase in memory prices,
in particular, has become a
concern as Al data centres
compete for memory and
other semiconductor compo-
nents. With higher input
costs being reflected in hand-
set prices, the industry is
seeking policy support to
prevent further erosion in
demand. ICEA's proposal
will now be closely watched
ahead of the next GST
Council agenda, with the
industry hoping that a lower
tax rate can provide relief to
both consumers and manu-
facturers.
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World

Russia hits Ukrainian train shortly after Boris

Johnson and top European officials leave station

A Russian drone has hit a
train near the UKkraine-
Poland border shortly after
former UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson and top
European security officials
had passed through. No casu-
alties were reported after the
strike at Yahodyn, which hit
the train's engine. All the pas-
sengers had been evacuated,
UKkrainian authorities said.
Johnson and other European
national security advisers,
including the UK's Jonathan
Powell, had passed along the
same line on a different train
on their way back from a con-
ference in Kyiv. Russia's
defence ministry said it had
struck '"railway infrastruc-
ture" in western Ukraine, but
Ukraine's state railway com-
pany Ukrzaliznytsia said the
drone's target "could have
been the diplomatic train".
Professor Katarzyna
Pisarska, chair of the
Warsaw Security Forum, told
the BBC she was in the same
carriage as Johnson and
Powell, and the attack had
happened about 30 minutes
after their train had crossed
into the Polish border. In a
statement, Ukraine's railway
authority Ukrzaliznytsia said
the diplomatic train "had left
the station earlier than
expected because of the
timetable change... due to
constant threats of Russian
strikes". It also said that an
evacuation order for passen-
gers on the hit train had been
given "just 15 minutes" before
the strike by a Russian jet-
propelled drone. Former CIA
chief David Petraeus, who
had been on board another
train at Yahodyn station at
the time of the strike, said the
incident was "terrifying". In
an interview with the New

York Times, Petraeus said:
"This is the act of a truly bar-
baric leader trying to ter-
rorise Ukrainian civilians."
Both Ukrainian and Polish
authorities said the Russian
drone had struck 2km (1.2
miles) from the Polish bor-
der. Former Swedish Prime
Minister Carl Bildt, who had
also attended the conference
in Kyiv, told the BBC that
passengers on board his train
had been told to prepare for
evacuation before subse-
quently being allowed to con-
tinue their journey. That
train then safely arrived at
Poland's border station in
Dorohusk. Some reports
have suggested Bildt was on
the same train as Johnson,
but the former UK prime
minister has not confirmed
any details. Johnson wrote
on X: "I don't know what
warped logic drove Putin to
blow wup a stationary
Ukrainian locomotive on the

Polish border this morning.
He said this was "the kind of
random and senseless attack
Ukrainians are enduring
every day - even on civilian
railways" and urged Kyiv's
allies to urgently provide
UKkrainians "the air defences
they need". Ukraine has
made repeated pleas to its
allies - particularly the US - to
provide more interceptors to
defend against daily Russian
attacks that increasingly use
fast-moving ballistic missiles
and jet-propelled drones.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Andrii Sybiha said the "bar-
baric strikes" at the Ukraine-
Poland border in Yahodyn
amounted to "[Russian
President Vladimir] Putin's
terror 'knocking' directly on
the doors of the EU and Nato"
and renewed calls for more
sanctions on Moscow. "Putin
needs to understand that his
barbarism will be met with
decisive action that increases

the cost of war for him to an
unacceptable level. This is
the only way to stop him," he
said. In Poland, Prime
Minister Donald Tusk held
an emergency meeting to dis-
cuss the latest developments.
"The escalation of the actions
from the Russian side is
becoming a reality, and they
are getting closer and closer
to our border." The EU's for-
eign policy chief Kaja Kallas
has accused Russia of
attempting to scare Western
countries with the attack. "I
think we should act the oppo-
site. We should show that we
are there for Ukraine and we
are not scared,” she told
reporters in Finland during a
summit on Arctic strategy.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told reporters on
Monday: "Our military has
been conducting operations
across the entire territory of
Ukraine and will continue to
do so." Johnson and other top
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European security advisers
were on their way back from
the Yalta European Strategy
(YES) conference in Kyiv - an
annual event that brings
together leaders and experts
from politics, business, secu-
rity and mass media. Ukraine
said strikes had continued
overnight, with the country's
air force reporting that 85 of
108 Russian drones that were
launched had been shot
down. Police in Chernihiv
said on Monday morning
that three people had died
after a warehouse belonging
to an agricultural business
was struck in Pryluky.
Russia's defence ministry
also reported that nearly 400
Ukrainian drones had been
destroyed over Russian
regions overnight. Russia
appears to be escalating its
war against Ukraine by tar-

geting trains, railway
depots, petrol stations and
border crossings.
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China criticises idea it is in
'malicious competition' over Al

China has hit out against
what it has called "threat
narratives" over Al gover-
nance and warned against
"engaging in confrontation
and malicious competi-
tion". It follows Anthropic
CEO Dario Amodei's calls
for a slowdown in Al devel-
opment - but in a way that
prevents China from
pulling ahead in the AI
race. Over the past week,
industry insiders at the
leading US artificial intelli-
gence labs have been warn-
ing in extremely stark
terms about the potential
threat Al poses, with some
saying it could wipe out
humanity. But US
President Donald Trump
has said that his priority is
making sure the US devel-
ops the tech faster than
China. On Monday, China's
foreign ministry
spokesperson Guo Jiakun
told reporters that "narra-
tives of threat, confronta-
tion, and malicious compe-
tition serve only to disrupt
the process of global Al
governance and are not in
anyone's interest". "All par-
ties should work together
to advance Al in a manner
that is open, inclusive, ben-
eficial to all, and oriented
toward the good," he added.
His comments highlight
the difficulties in getting
an agreement between the
world's two leading AI pow-
ers. An agreement between
the US and China to regu-
late AI development is
"next to impossible", says
Chang Jun Yan, an assis-
tant professor with the mil-
itary studies programme at
Singapore's S Rajaratnam
School of International
Studies. "As part of each
state's core national securi-

ty interests, cooperation in
taking things slower and
more safely in relation to
Al, is very, very unlikely."
Artificial intelligence now
sits at the heart of the US-
China rivalry as the
world's two largest
economies seek to gain an
edge in advanced tech.
Despite US export bans on
critical chips, Chinese AI
innovation has  been
expanding, driven by open-
source technology and
Beijing's backing. Many
experts believe the US is
still ahead, and Chinese
firms are trying to catch up
as they struggle to raise the
hundreds of billions of dol-
lars that investors are
ploughing into American
Al. But Beijing, including
Chinese leader Xi Jinping
himself, has also spoken
about the risks posed by
Al. China must "balance
development and securi-
ty", and introduce and
improve relevant laws and
ethical guidelines, and
strengthen prevention of
risks, to "safeguard the
interests of the people and
national security", state
security minister Chen
Yixin wrote on Sunday. He
warned of the dangers of

"hostile forces" such as for-
eign intelligence using Al
and called for internation-
al cooperation. "There are
strong signals that
Washington and Beijing
share an understanding of
frontier risks," Kenton
Thibaut, a senior resident
China fellow at the
Atlantic Council, wrote
recently. China has "tech-
nical reasons" to work
with the US, she argues,
because its developers
would be able to see how
their models are deployed
outside China, and detect
and understand vulnera-
bilities. In July, China set
up the World Al
Cooperation Organisation,
which aims to shape global
Al governance. And speak-
ing at the Brics summit in
India on Sunday, Xi pro-
posed creating a communi-
ty for open-source AI. All
this comes as calls for Al
regulation grow louder in
the US, especially after a
former Anthropic
researcher Jacob Coxon
said last week that "there
is a strong chance that we
could all die in the immedi-
ate future" if the current
pace of development con-
tinued.

Hyrox apologises for
allowing race to continue
after athlete soils herself

International athletics
brand Hyrox has issued
an apology after it came
under fire for allowing an
athlete to complete a race
in Beijing despite soiling
herself midway through
the event. Footage of the
woman competing in the
indoor fitness competi-
tion raised concerns
around hygiene and ques-
tions over why race
organisers allowed her to
continue. After a wave of
criticism, Hyrox co-
founder Moritz Firste
apologised to all those
affected "directly or indi-
rectly" by the incident
and said the brand is

working to make immedi-
ate rule changes.
However, one expert told
the BBC that allowing the
athlete to continue could
represent an attitude
within the company that
places sporting results
over important factors. In
a statement posted to
Instagram, Fiirste said
Hyrox "did not handle the
situation like we should
have". He accepted
responsibility for failing
to foresee the incident
and committed to
"improving event
processes" to "prevent sit-
uations like this from
happening again".

SWEDISH LEFT-WING BLOC NARROWLY
AHEAD WITH ELECTION TOO CLOSE TO CALL

Sweden's general election
remains too close to call with
the left-wing bloc marginally
ahead as the vote count con-
tinues. With more than 90%
of ballots processed early on
Monday, the left-wing bloc
was in front by approximate-
ly 20,000 votes. Preliminary
counts by Sweden's electoral

authority projected the
Social Democrats'
Magdalena Andersson

would likely finish with a
three-seat majority over the
rival four-party coalition led
by current -conservative
Prime Minister Ulf
Kristersson. Kristersson has
been supported in govern-
ment by the hardright
Sweden Democrats (SD),
which have neo-Nazi roots.
He has promised cabinet
jobs for the SD if he stays in
charge. Early on Monday
morning, Kristersson said it
remained unclear who
would form the next govern-
ment. "The voters have had
their say, but we still don't
have a final result. Which
government  will lead
Sweden in the coming years
is still an open question," he
told supporters. No major
media outlets have declared

a winner yet. Sweden uses a
mandate distribution voting
system, a proportional rep-
resentation method to elect
"mandates”, or "seats", in the
Riksdag - the Swedish par-
liament. A party needs at
least 4% of the vote to enter
parliament. With 95% of
votes reported, the left-wing
bloc led by the Social
Democrats was ahead with
176 mandates compared to
the right-wing bloc's 173.
Counting will continue on
Wednesday before the final
results determine which
side has a clearer path to
majority. The counting
restarts then to include early
votes that were submitted
late, as well as votes from

abroad that did not arrive
before election day. It is not
yet known how many votes
will be counted on
Wednesday, but back in
2022, more than 220,000 votes
were included in the later
count. If the figures are simi-
lar this year, Wednesday's
count could make the differ-
ence in the outcome, given
that only about 28,000 votes
currently separate the blocs.
Sweden has two major polit-
ical blocs featuring four par-
ties on the right and four on
the left - meaning coalition
and minority governments
are relatively common. On
Sunday night, Andersson -
the leader of the country's
main opposition party

urged supporters to wait for
the final result, but added
that if the current results
hold, "Sweden will have a
new government." Her
party, the Social Democrats,
have been a major force in
Swedish politics since the
end of World War Two. But
SD - founded by Nazi sympa-
thisers in the 1980s - had
been shunned for years until
2022 when it became the
country's second largest
party after campaigning on
violent crime and immigra-
tion. Both Andersson's party
and the far-right SD have
lost support, according to
early count results. As of
Monday morning, the Social
Democrats were on track for
their worst result in more
than a century with 28 per
cent, while the count showed
the hard-right SD party was
losing support for the first
time since 2010 when it
entered the Riksdag. Other
parties comprising the left-
wing bloc, including the Left
Party, Greens and Centre
Party have increased their
support. Turnout also
dropped to approximately
80%, down four points com-
pared to the 2022 poll.

Malaysian boy acquitted
for murder of schoolgirl on
grounds of insanity

A Malaysian teenage boy
charged with the high-pro-
file murder of a female
schoolmate has  been
acquitted, with the judge
finding the boy was mental-
ly unsound during the inci-
dent. He had fatally stabbed
Yap Shing Xuen in a toilet
at their secondary school
on the outskirts of the capi-
tal Kuala Lumpur. The
killing of the 16-year-old
girl had shocked Malaysia
and sparked debate about
the effects of social media
on children. Police previ-
ously had said they suspect-
ed social media could have
influenced the boy, who
was 14 at the time. The case
was seen to have spurred
authorities to limit chil-

dren's access to social
media, which began earlier
this year. The boy - who
cannot be named under
Malaysian law as he is still
a minor - had pleaded not
guilty to the murder
charge. During the trial
defence lawyers did not
deny that the boy Kkilled the
girl, but argued that he had
suffered from poor mental
health for years and asked
for his acquittal on the
grounds of insanity. An
expert witness, a psychia-
trist, testified that the boy
had schizophrenia, and had
suffered from mental ill-
ness and experienced delu-
sions since he was nine
years old. The boy's condi-
tion was said to have wors-
ened during the pandemic
and when he eventually
returned to school.
Lawyers had said that the
boy would need medication
for the rest of his life to
manage symptoms. On
Monday the judge ruled
that the boy would be
acquitted, but also ordered
for him to be detained and
to receive treatment at a
psychiatric hospital.

SIX DEAD, 130 MISSING AFTER INDONESIAN

Thousands demand end to violence in Mexican cartel hotspot

Six people have died and

"They flew there initially,

FERRY CAPSIZES IN JAVA SEA

107 have been rescued from
a capsized Indonesian pas-
senger ferry in the Java
Sea, authorities have said.
Another 130 people are still
missing after contact was
lost with the Virgo
Transport8 ship, as it
encountered bad weather.
The ferry was travelling
from Surabaya to the South
Kalimantan city of
Banjarmasin and was last
reported to be about 150km
(93 miles) south of
Banjarmasin around 02:00
on Sunday (18:00 GMT on
Saturday). Ships and a heli-
copter have been deployed
to the scene, with 280 per-
sonnel taking part in a
search and rescue opera-
tion. All vessels in the area
of the Java Sea have been
alerted to report any signs
of passengers. There were

213 passengers and 30 crew
members on board the 390ft
(119m) ferry. The ship left

Surabaya at 10:33 on
Saturday and was sched-
uled to arrive in
Banjarmasin on Sunday at
14:00, according to data
from two maritime moni-
toring sites. Authorities
received the initial distress
report at 04:10. A joint task
force involving Indonesia's

search and rescue agency,
navy, maritime police and
other parties has been set
up for the rescue effort.
Rusmilawati, a resident of
Banjarmasin, went to the
port to seek information
about eight relatives who
were passengers on the
ship. They were travelling
back to Banjarmasin after
visiting the tombs of sever-
al Islamic scholars in Java.

but for the return journey
they wanted to try travel-
ling by ship," she told BBC
Indonesia. As of Sunday
afternoon  local time,
Rusmilawati said she had
not received any informa-
tion from officials about
whether her relatives had
been rescued. The family
last heard from one of the
relatives through a
WhatsApp status update. In
the post, the relative wrote:
"The waves are really
frightening tonight. Or is
this just what it's normally
like travelling by ship,

rocking and crashing
against the waves?"
"Hopefully they're safe,"
Rusmilawati said.

Meanwhile, Misnah broke
down in tears after learning
that her husband, Ahmad
Supandi, had survived.
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BCCI Explains Pak's Mohsin Naqvi Snub, Issues
Clear Statement On Asm Cup Trophy Row

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI)
Secretary Devajit Saikia on
Monday said the women's
cricket team's refusal to
accept the Asia Cup trophy
from Asian Cricket Council's

(ACC) Pakistani  chief
Mohsin Naqvi was a "con-
scious, institutional" call

taken by the Board, keeping
circumstances and senti-
ments in view. The Indian
women's team defeated Sri
Lanka by 72 runs in the final
on Sunday in Dubai but did
not accept the trophy from
Naqvi, continuing a trend
started by the men's team
during the 2025 Asia Cup fol-
lowing the Pahalgam terror
attack that killed 26 people.
Nagvi could only hand over
the runners-up medals to the
Sri Lankan women's team
and continued to wait on the
podium for Harmanpreet
Kaur and Co., but they
refused to change their
stance. In the end, the Indian
team celebrated the triumph
without the trophy, much
like Suryakumar Yadav's
men last year. It was later

explained that the BCCI had
asked the Indian women's
team to adopt this stance, in
sync with the bitter political
relations that exist between
India and Pakistan.
However, Saikia explained
that the stance is purely an
institutional decision, and
not against the tournament,
the players or the sport. "We
had taken a conscious deci-
sion, considering all prevail-
ing aspects, and our position
had been communicated to
the ACC in advance, that the
Indian team would not par-

ticipate in the trophy presen-

tation under the circum-
stances," Saikia told PTI.
"Given the circumstances
and the sentiments prevail-
ing in the country, the BCCI
felt that it would not be
appropriate for the team to
receive the trophy in the pro-
posed manner. "This was a
firm institutional decision,
reflective of the position we
have maintained, and was
not directed at the players,
the tournament or the sport,"
he added. Following the ter-
ror attack in April last year,

the two countries were also
engaged in a brief military
showdown in May. While
there is a prevailing debate
whether India should boy-
cott all games against
Pakistan, secretary Saikia
reiterated that all sporting
commitments would always
be fulfilled as government of
India has allowed them to
play the hostile neighbours
in multi-nation tournament.
"Our participation in the
Asia Cup was in fulfilment
of our sporting commit-
ments as a member of the

ACC by adhering to the poli-
¢y in place, and there was
never any question of com-
promising on the spirit of
the game or our commit-
ment to international crick-
et. "However, participation
in a multinational tourna-
ment and the manner in
which the trophy is received
are two separate matters,"
the Advocate General of
Assam stated. While holding
the trophy aloft would have
been a great moment, the
BCCI secretary is happy that
Harmanpreet Kaur's side
accomplished its assign-
ment to perfection. "The
Indian women's team has
done what matters most,
they have won the Asia Cup
through their outstanding
performance on the field. We
as well as whole nation are
immensely proud of the
team, and the achievement
belongs to the players and to
Indian cricket." The
women's team will now be
flying to Japan to defend its
gold medal won in
Hangzhou during the last
edition of the Asian Games.
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Vaibhav Sooryavanshi On Bench, Pressure
On Sanju Samson After Fresh Failure

The first T20I of the three-
match series against
Afghanistan began on a
dominant note for India as
they registered a seven-wick-
et victory in Delhi. Opting to
bowl first, India restricted
Afghanistan to 156/8, with
pacer Arshdeep Singh
returning impressive fig-
ures of 3/19 in four overs.
Azmatullah Omarzai was
the lone bright spot for
Afghanistan, scoring 64 off
44 balls. In reply, fans at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium wit-
nessed a batting masterclass
from Abhishek Sharma,
who unleashed complete
carnage. The left-hander
hammered 82 off just 32
deliveries, including seven
fours and seven sixes, as
India chased down the target
in only 13.4 overs. Despite
the emphatic win, Team
India's selection decisions
have come under scrutiny,
with the exclusion of batting
prodigy Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi raising plenty
of questions. The 15-year-old
sensation, who has already
taken the cricketing world
by storm with his fearless
strokeplay, was benched for
the opening match as the

management opted to field
the experienced Sanju
Samson alongside Abhishek
Sharma at the top of the
order. However, the decision
did not pay off immediately,
as Samson managed only 10
runs before being dismissed
by Omarzai in the third
over. Sooryavanshi's Rise
Sooryavanshi earned his
maiden India call-up for the
two-match  T20I series
against Ireland in June this
year but did not get a game.
As India suffered a disap-
pointing whitewash in that
series, the youngster's exclu-
sion became a talking point,
especially after his block-

buster IPL campaign. Later,
during India's five-match
T20I series against England,
Sooryavanshi finally made
his international debut in
the second game and fea-
tured in a total of three
matches. However, he failed
to make a significant impact
and was subsequently
dropped for the final match,
with Samson returning to
the playing XI.
Sooryavanshi's break-
through moment came
against Zimbabwe, where he
became the youngest player
to score a T20I half-century
and announced his arrival
on the international stage.

BEN SHELTON HUNGRY FOR MORE GRAND SLAM
CHANCES AFTER US OPEN DISAPPOINTMENT

Ben Shelton's first Grand
Slam final ended in defeat on
Sunday, but the 23-year-old
American said his four-set
loss to Alexander Zverev at
the US Open only whetted
his appetite for more. "It's
such a cool moment.
Walking out on that court
today, there's nothing like it.
I've never felt anything like
that before" Shelton said. "It's
an addicting feeling being in
positions like this." Shelton
came up short in his bid to
become the first American
man in 23 years to lift a
Grand Slam trophy. But his
best-ever run in a major
included a stunning five-set
win over seven-time Grand

Slam champion Carlos
Alcaraz and a gritty semi-
final fightback against

Frances Tiafoe. It was a dra-

matic turnaround from a sec-
ond-round exit at Roland
Garros and an even more dis-
appointing first-round defeat
at Wimbledon. "Obviously,
for me, it sucked the last cou-
ple of Grand Slams sitting at
home for 10, 11, 12 days while
the tournament is still going
on, watching everyone else
run through the draw,"
Shelton said. "It's motivating.

Losing in the final is also
motivating, but this is the
position I want to be in."
Shelton enjoyed a quick rise
after turning professional in
2022, breaking into the top 20
the following year after
reaching the Australian
Open quarter-finals, the US
Open semi-finals and bag-
ging his first ATP title in
Tokyo. Now he wants to be a

consistent contender on the
game's biggest stages, where
the best-of-five set format
over two weeks against the
game's best is a physical and
mental grind. "I was tired
before I took the court
today," he said. "Finals of a
Slam, played almost 30 sets,
something like that, over the
last two weeks. "It's some-
thing that I can continue to
work to improve, but obvi-
ously my first time that I've
been here in this position, the
most tennis that I've played
in two weeks." The big-hit-
ting American also believes
he has plenty of room to
improve his game. "I don't
think I'm anywhere near the
player that I want to be," he
said. "To win on Sundays,
you've got to play very, very
high level of great tennis.

Pakistan Hit Rock Bottom, ICC Imposes Huge Penalty,
Deduct Points For Code Of Conduct Breach

Pakistan were on Monday
fined 50 per cent of the match
fess of their third and final
Test against England at
Birmingham, along with a
deduction of 11 World Test
Championship points for
maintaining slow over-rate.
The ICC said on their website
that Pakistan, who were
crushed 0-3 in the Test series
by hosts England, were found
to be 11 overs short of the tar-
get "after time allowances
were taken into considera-
tion". Pakistan had lost the
series opener at Leeds by an
innings and 103 runs, the sec-
ond Test at Lord's by 194 runs
and the third Test at
Edgbaston by 8 wickets.
"Pakistan have been hit with
a pair of sanctions for main-
taining a slow over-rate dur-
ing the third and final ICC

World Test Championship
contest against England in
Birmingham," the ICC said.
The sanctions were imposed
by ICC match referee Ranjan
Madugalle, on-field umpires
Paul Reiffel and Chris
Gaffaney, third umpire
Allahudien Palekar and
fourth umpire Russell
Warren. "It means Pakistan
lose ground at the bottom of

the World Test
Championship standings asa
result, with the side now sit-
ting in ninth place with a 4.63
points percentage," the ICC
said. "In accordance with
Article 2.22 of the ICC Code
of Conduct for Players and
Player Support Personnel,
which relates to minimum
over-rate offences, players
are fined five per cent of

their match fee for each over
their team fails to bowl with-
in the allotted time, with the
maximum penalty capped at
50 percent of the match fee."
"In addition, as per Article
16.11.2 of the ICC World Test
Championship playing con-
ditions, a side is penalised
one point for each over
short. Consequently, 11
World Test Championship
points have been deducted
from Pakistan's points to

the ICC said. Languishing at
the bottom of the WTC
points table in the ninth
position, Pakistan have only
two wins to and seven
defeats from nine Tests so
far. Pakistan will host Sri
Lanka for a two-Test series
in November at Rawalpindi
and Lahore in their next
WTC assignment.

Honda changes F1 design boss after

slow start to return

Hunt responds to controversial

ritish sprinter Amy

Hunt is among the

female athletes to
speak out against a contro-
versial sports gambling
advert starring actress
Sydney Sweeney. The
advert has gone viral
online and features
American Sweeney naked
but covering parts of her
body with various pieces of
sporting equipment. Hunt,
who became a four-time
European champion earli-
er this summer, referenced
the advert after she ran a
season's best 22.10 seconds
to finish fourth in the 200m
final at the Ultimate
Championship in
Budapest on Sunday.
"Sydney Sweeney, this is
what women in sport look
like," Hunt said in her post-
race interview with Sport.

Sweeney advert

Britain's
Tom Aspinall

has vacated his UFC
heavyweight title because
of complications in his
recovery from an eye injury.
The 33-year-old has not

fought since October, when
the first defence of his title
against Ciryl Gane ended in
a no-contest following sever-
al eye pokes. Aspinall was
diagnosed with a rare eye
condition, and has had per-
_sistent double vision and
\ several operations. "I am
. absolutely gutted. I have
. chased this dream since I
_h*' was 10 years old," he said
in a statement. "I know
what it's like to have
your career put on hold
and I want the other

fighters to have the oppor-
tunity to compete for the
title." In June Aspinall said
he had returned to full train-
ing for a rematch with
France's Gane and suggested

they
September. In

could fight in

August

Aspinall vacates UFC heavyweight title

heavyweight title in June
before calling for a rematch

Aspinall rejected reports
that he would leave the UFC.
"l am not done. Stepping
away from the title is not
stepping away from the
sport or the dream," he said
on Monday. "I will continue
doing everything I can to get
healthy, get cleared and get
back to competing as soon as
possible." UFC president
Dana White hinted over the
weekend that Aspinall could
be stripped of the title. This
month Valentina
Shevchenko vacated the
women's flyweight title
because of  persistent
injuries. Gane beat Alex
Pereira to win the interim

with Aspinall. Why Did Tom
Aspinall Give Up The UFC
Heavyweight Title? Tom
Aspinall's championship run
stalled the moment Gane
caught him with two acci-
dental eye pokes at UFC 321
in Abu Dhabi. At the time,
referee Jason Herzog ruled
the incident unintentional
before waving the fight off as
a no contest. "Ongoing eye
complications mean I cannot
get cleared to fight right now.
I've had multiple surgeries,
accidents and infections, and
done everything possible to
get back to competing. I had
previously agreed to a fight
date and was back sparring,

feeling great and ready to
compete when an accident

caused further damage to my
right eye. This means more
time away from the sport
and the timing of my return
is unclear,” Aspinall shared
on Instagram. He continued,
“I am absolutely gutted. I
have chased this dream since
I was 10," adding, “Thank
you to everyone who has
supported me throughout
this absolute nightmare.” By
his own account, he'd actual-
ly turned a corner. A fight
date was set, and he was back
sparring and feeling strong
when a fresh training acci-
dent damaged his right eye
again and undid months of
progress.

SHANE LOWRY CAPS
FOUR-YEAR DROUGHT
WITH RECORD 11-SHOT

IRISH OPEN WIN

Shane Lowry gave Irish
golf fans a Sunday they will
remember for years. The
39-year-old produced a
stunning 7-under 63 to win
the 2026 Amgen Irish Open
by a record 11 shots at
Doonbeg. Lowry finished
23-under for the tourna-
ment, breaking the event's
72-hole scoring record and
ending a four-year wait for
an individual title. The vic-
tory also gave him his sec-
ond Irish Open crown, 17
years after winning the
event as an amateur. Shane
Lowry's Record 11-Shot
Irish Open Win Lowry
entered Sunday with a four-
shot lead after shooting a
course-record 62 on Friday.
He never allowed the chas-
ing pack back into the con-
test, making eight birdies
and just one bogey during
his final round. His four-
round total was 257, seven
shots better than Jon
Rahm's previous record of
264. Patrick Reed and
Joaquin Niemann finished
tied for second at 12-under,
while Rasmus Neergaard-
Petersen took third at 11-
under. Lowry's 11-shot win-

ning margin also broke
Bernhard Langer's previ-
ous Irish Open record of 10
shots, set in 1987. His victo-
ry came at Trump
International Golf Links &
Hotel in Doonbeg, County
Clare. The final hole
brought another memo-
rable moment. Lowry made
a long birdie putt on the
18th as the home crowd cel-
ebrated around him. U.S.
President Donald Trump,
who owns the venue, was
also present and handed
Lowry the trophy after the
round. Shane Lowry Gets
Emotional After Irish Open
Triumph The victory car-
ried plenty of personal
meaning for Lowry. His
2026 season had included
several close calls, but no
individual win since the
2022 BMW PGA
Championship. After lifting
the trophy, he became emo-
tional while talking about
the people who helped him
through the difficult peri-
ods. Lowry gave special
credit to his wife Wendy
and their two daughters,
Iris and Ivy, who were back
home in Florida.
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‘EE PAATA KORINAVAARU...’
TEASER LAUNCHED BY HIT
MACHINE ANIL RAVIPUDI

handra Siddharth,
the acclaimed film-
maker known for his
distinctive and sensi-
tive storytelling in films
such as Aa Naluguru,
Madhumasam, Andari
Bandhuvaya, Idhi Sangathi
and Aatagadara Siva, is
now coming up with yet
another unconventional
film titled ‘Ee Paata
Korinavaaru Nemalipalem
Nundi Rama, Jyotsna,
Nandu, Murali, Kabir, Dhol
Ravi Modhalagunavaru’.
The film carries the intrigu-
ing subtitle ‘A Forbidden
Raag from a Forbidden
Saga’ and has already
entered the record books as
the film with one of the
longest titles in the history
of Telugu cinema. Based on

a story by noted filmmaker
and writer Madan, the film
is presented by Y.V.
Satyanarayana Raju and
produced by Chandra
Siddharth under the banner
of Filmotsav. The film is
slated for a grand theatrical
release on September 18.

The teaser of ‘Ee Paata
Korinavaaru...’ was
unveiled by blockbuster
director and ‘Hit Machine’
Anil Ravipudi, who wished
the team great success.
Speaking on the occasion,
Anil Ravipudi said, “ It is
interesting to see a film com-
ing with such a long title. I
worked in the script depart-
ment with Chandra
Siddharth garu on
Madhumasam, Housefull
and Andari Bandhuvaya.

b ‘
He has always made sensi-
ble and meaningful films. I
hope this film, which comes
with such an unusual title,
will also receive a great
response from audiences.”
Director and producer
Chandra Siddharth said, “ I
sincerely thank  Anil
Ravipudi garu for launch-
ing our teaser. He immedi-
ately agreed when we
approached him and gra-
ciously gave us some time
despite his busy schedule.
The fact that he liked both
the title and the teaser is a
very positive sign for us,
and we are extremely
happy. The response to the
title has been very encour-
aging, and it has already
created a great deal of
curiosity among audiences.

ANAKAPALLI SET FOR
A GRAND RELEASE

/
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ON OCTOBER 2
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Anakapalli is a raw and
rustic film produced
under the banners of
Bhavya Sri Movie Makers
and Nakkina Narratives
by Kandregula Naidu and
Thrinadha Rao Nakkina,
who also play key roles in
the movie. Vikram
Sahidev, Sandhya
Vasishta, and Tarak
Ponnappa are the lead
cast, while Khagesh
Thammineni has directed
the film. Kandregula
Kumar Raja is the co-pro-
ducer, while Thrinadha
Rao Nakkina has penned
the story and screenplay.
The songs, teaser, and
trailer released so far
have generated good
expectations for the
movie. The film was also
specially screened for the
people of Anakapalli in
August, receiving an

excellent response from
the local audience.
Following the positive
reception, the makers are
now gearing up to release
Anakapalli on a grand
scale in both Telugu and
Tamil. The film will hit
theatres on October 2nd.
The release date poster,
unveiled on the occasion
of Vinayaka Chavithi, has
further captured atten-
tion by featuring the prin-
cipal characters and cre-
ating additional curiosity
around the film. Mythri
Movie Distribution LLP
and Poorvi Distributions
are jointly bringing
Anakapalli to theatres.
Maaya V is the cinematog-

rapher, while
Sreekrishna Attaluri is
the editor. Uday

Bhagavathula penned the
dialogues.

"Missing Meghna"

Produced by Panchumarthi
Naresh Babu under the
First Copy Movies and KD
& Co. banners and directed
by Vachaspathi, the upcom-
ing film "Missing Meghna"
is gearing up for its grand

theatrical debut on
September 18. Starring
Ram Karthik, Ammu
Abhirami, Vaidika

Senjaliya, and Ankit Koyya
in the lead roles, the film
features an ensemble sup-
porting cast including
Goparaju Ramana, Vempa
Kasi, Kaushik, Mahipal,
Ruchitha, Nalini, Srinivas,
Azeem, and Pandu.
Cinematography is handled
by Sam K. Naidu, with
music composed by R. R.
Dhruvan.

The film's promotional cam-
paign previously gained
strong momentum when its
first look was unveiled by
director V. V. Vinayak and
its first single was launched
by veteran producer Suresh
Babu. Ahead of its release
on September 18, the team
organized a grand pre-
release event in Hyderabad,
attended by prominent pro-
ducer Damodar Prasad as
the chief guest.

& info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

"Missing Meghna' Held — Set for

Theatrical Release on September

E Produced by
Panchumarthi Naresh
Babu under the First
Copy Movies and KD &
Co. banners and
directed by
Vachaspathi, the
upcoming film
"Missing Meghna" is
gearing up for its
grand theatrical debut

on September 18.
—

Damodar Prasad (Chief
Guest):

"My primary reason for
supporting this film is Ram
Karthik. I have known
many members of this team
for along time. A producer's
confidence right up to the
release date is crucial—cin-
ema isn't just about money;
it represents people's lives.
Small, content-driven films
need strong support, and I
hope both the media and the
audience back this release
on September 18."

Vachaspathi* (Director):
"The core strength of this
project is its strong story-

18!

line. I am deeply thankful to
my technical team and
actors for walking this jour-
ney with me. The response
to our promotional material
has been very encouraging,
and we look forward to the
audience's love in theaters
on September 18."

Ram Karthik

(Lead Actor): "Thank you
to everyone who has sup-
ported me since my debut.
This marks my second proj-
ect with Ammu Abhirami,
and working alongside
Ankit was a great experi-
ence. Dhruvan's composi-
tions have connected well
with the public, and I am
grateful for the constant
support from Bekkam Venu
Gopal sir and Damodar
Prasad sir."

Ankit Koyya

(Lead Actor):

"I am glad to address the
media after a gap of a year.
Director Vachaspathi put
immense effort into this
film. The media has always
championed good content,
and we request the same
encouragement for our
release."

Popular Music Director Ajay
Arasada Releases Trendy Devotional
Single ‘Bolo Ganapathi S/O
Umapathi’ On The Auspicious Day

Of Vinayaka Chaturthi

‘FEEL MY LOVE’

SPECIAL POSTER RELEASED

ON THE OCCASION OF

ri  Lakshmi

feel-good

Bhaskar,
Abhirami,
Rao, Rajayyaappa,

Ayra,

VINAYAKA CHAVITHI

Jyothi
Creations presents the
romantic
emotional entertainer ‘Feel
My Love’, produced by A.N.
Balaji. The film stars Adithya
Ammu
Madhusudhan
Nobel
James and Priyanka in key
roles. Written and directed by
Hari Prakash M, the film
promises a refreshing blend
of romance, comedy and emo-

auspicious occasion

characters from the film.

Telugu states.

Shot across
the beautiful locations

of

Vinayaka Chavithi, the mak-
ers have unveiled a special
poster featuring the principal

The film’s audio
will be released grandly soon.
Following the audio launch,
the team is planning to con-
duct promotional events on a
large scale across both

Sri
Lakshmi Jyothi

"KilleR" Makers Announce
'SuperSHE Challenge' for
Women; Winners to Receive

Rs. 1.4 Lakh in Cash Prizes

Creations presents the
feel-good romantic emo-
tional entertainer ‘Feel My
Love’, produced by A.N.
Balaji.

tions with content aimed at of Chennai,
today’s youth. Puducherry, Munnar

The title poster of and Kodaikanal, the
the film, released earlier, film’s picturesque
received a positive response visuals and scenic loca-
from audiences. Now, on the tions are expected to be

Tharun Bhascker unveiled the first-look poster of

M usic director Ajay
Arasada, known for

his work in Aay,
Save the Tigers, Vikatakavi
and Gurthukostunnayi, has
released his special devo-
tional single ‘Bolo
Ganapathi S/O Umapathi’
today on the auspicious
occasion of Ganesh
Chaturthi. Composed and
produced by Ajay, the song
is released under his music
label AjA Records. A Vizag
native, Ajay entered the
film industry after working
at TCS for seven years and
has steadily built a reputa-
tion for exploring diverse
musical genres. He recently
received personal apprecia-
tion from Pawan Kalyan
garu after his musical
work. ‘Bolo Ganapathi S/0O
Umapathi’ presents Lord

Ganesha in a vibrant and

youthful manner.
Composed in just two days,
the song features an ener-
getic, peppy track with
vocals by Jayaram Pyla and
Sindhura Rajesh, while
Bhaskar Tirumala has
penned the lyrics. The lyri-
cal video showing the visu-
als of song composing
blending with frames of
Ganesh Maharaj according
to lyrics looks impressive.
The song’s biggest USP is
its contemporary treatment
of devotion. The trendy
style of music coupled with
simple, meaningful and
catchy lyrics in a devotion-
al setting, giving the track a
refreshing identity and cre-
ating an enjoyable experi-
ence for both Gen Z audi-
ences and elders.

The upcoming Telugu fea-
ture "Rupayanamaha" has
officially completed its cen-
sor formalities and is lock-
ing its sights on a grand
theatrical release on
October 2. Produced by
Pavani Sagi under the ban-
ner of Chithra Veda
Productions and directed
by Aravind Reddy, the film
has secured a clean U/A
certificate from the Central
Board of Film

Certification. With an
approved runtime of two
hours and thirteen min-
utes, the movie reportedly
earned positive apprecia-
tion from the censor board
panel for its engaging mix
of lighthearted family
entertainment, sharp
comedic timing, and tight-
ly paced suspense. The nar-
rative of "Rupayanamaha”
revolves around the chaos,
greed, and surprising rela-

tionships that erupt when
a life-changing one-crore
lottery ticket enters the
picture. Rather than treat-
ing the subject as a routine
slapstick comedy, director
Aravind Reddy has woven
together relatable domes-
tic drama with nail-biting
thriller beats to keep audi-
ences guessing. The pro-
motional momentum for
the film kicked off on a
strong note when popular

"Rupayanamaha'". Movie Releasing on 2nd October

director Tharun Bhascker
unveiled the first-look
poster along with the ener-
getic title track, which
struck a chord with neti-
zens across social media
platforms. With the release
date now locked for the
Gandhi Jayanti holiday
weekend, the production
unit is gearing up to
launch their official the-
atrical trailer and a series
of promotional events in
the coming days. The film
features an ensemble cast

comprising Aravind
Pandrate, Venu Polsani, D.
Anudeep, Sravani

Malkani, Krack Sreemani,
Vishan Sri, and Kavyasri
Madishetty in key roles.
On the technical front,
Rishi M has composed the
music and background
score, while Jinka Varun
Naidu handled the cine-
matography. Editing
duties have been overseen
by Raviteja Girijala.
"Rupayanamaha" is set to
hit silver screens across
the Telugu states on
October 2.

he makers of the sen-

sational sci-fi

thriller KilleR have
announced the SuperSHE
Challenge exclusively for
women, with a total cash
prize pool of ?1.4 lakh. The
film is all set for a grand
worldwide theatrical
release on October 30.
Killer stars Jyothi Poorvaj
and Poorvaaj in the lead
roles, with Manish Gilada,

Chandrakant Kollu,
Vishal Raj, Archana
Ananth, and Gautham

Chakradhar Koppishetti
playing key supporting
roles. The film is being
produced by Poorvaaj and
A. Padmanabha Reddy
under the Think Cinema
and AU & I Studios ban-
ners, with the blessings of
Dhyanam Nannagaru.
Urvish Poorvaaj presents
the film, while Poorvaaj
has written, edited, and
directed it.

Aspart of the film’s promo-
tions, the makers have
launched the SuperSHE
Challenge, inviting

women to showcase their
creativity. Participants
are asked to imagine that
they wake up overnight
with a superpower and
explain how they would
use it through either a cre-
ative Instagram Reel or a
powerful written response.
The 10 best Reels will each
receive a cash prize of
710,000, while the 20 best
written entries will each
win ?2,000. The winners
will be invited on stage
and felicitated with their
cash prizes during the
upcoming Killer pre-
release event. Participants
must tag actress Jyothi
Poorvaj’s Instagram
account and use the hash-
tags #SuperSHE and
#KilleR while posting
their entries. Actress
Jyothi Poorvaj has also
released a special video
announcing the challenge
and encouraging women
to participate. Meanwhile,
Killer is gearing up for a
grand overseas theatrical
release as well.
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