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7 killed in 
three road 
accidents 
in AP

Two die of 
lightning 

INBRIEF

CM Revanth backs Arya Vysya 
community with due recognition
■ Hyderabad (TSIT): 
Chief Minister A.Revanth 
Reddy said the People’s 
Government was accord-
ing due recognition and 
respect to the Arya Vysya 
community, including ade-
quate representation in 
nominated posts.

Addressing a gathering 
after laying the foundation 
stone for the Arya Vysya 
Atma Gourava Bhavanam 
at Uppal Bhagayat in 
Hyderabad, the Chief 
Minister said members of 
the community had 
already been appointed to 
corporation chairman 
posts. He pointed out that 
the chairperson post of his 
own Kodangal 
Municipality had also 
been given to a representa-
tive of the Arya Vysya 
community.

Revanth Reddy 
described Arya Vysyas as 
a community known for 
foresight, prudence, digni-
ty and self-respect. He said 
unity within the commu-
nity was important for 
securing its rightful repre-
sentation in politics.

Recalling the contribu-

tion of Mahatma Gandhi, 
the Chief Minister said 
Gandhi emerged from 
India as a global leader 
and that his principle of 
non-violence inspired free-
dom struggles across the 
world. He also remem-
bered the sacrifice of Potti 
Sriramulu and his role in 
the formation of Andhra 
State.

The Chief Minister paid 
rich tributes to former 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister K. Rosaiah, 
recalling his long public 
service and stewardship of 
the State’s finances. He 
said Rosaiah had also per-
sonally advised and 
encouraged him during 

the early stages of his polit-
ical career.

Revanth Reddy said 
Rosaiah’s statue was 
installed in the heart of 
Hyderabad to honour his 
legacy despite criticism 
from some political quar-
ters. Stating that the Arya 
Vysya community had not 
always received the recog-
nition it deserved, the 
Chief Minister assured 
government assistance for 
the construction of the 
Atma Gourava Bhavanam. 
He expressed confidence 
that the facility would par-
ticularly benefit children 
and families from econom-
ically weaker sections of 
the community.

PM in a family photo with leaders of BRICS Member/Partner Countries 
Outreach Invitees and Heads of International Organisations at the 18th 
BRICS Summit, in Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi

PM Modi warns against weaponisation 
of technology, critical minerals
■ New Delhi (TSIT)
As rising geopolitical ten-
sions adversely impact ordi-
nary people globally, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
said on Sunday that BRICS 
must rise through coopera-
tion and inclusive growth to 
meet these challenges and 
blossom for the sake of 
humanity.

In an address at the con-
cluding session of the two-
day, India-hosted BRICS 
summit, the prime minister 
also flagged serious con-
cerns over the “weaponisa-
tion of technology and criti-
cal minerals” warning that 
it could hinder shared prog-
ress and prosperity.

 Modi added that develop-
ing nations in the Global 
South increasingly trust 
BRICS because their voices 
are heard, their experiences 
are valued, and solutions 
are created in partnership 
with them rather than 
imposed on them.

Congress questions 
Modi over Xi meeting
■ New Delhi (TSIT): The 
Congress on Sunday ques-
tioned Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi over his 
bilateral meeting with 
Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, questioning his 
government’s approach to 
bilateral ties and also the 
"mismatch" in walk-
ing the talk on mat-
ters pertaining to 
the neighbouring 
Asian giant. 
Congress General 
Secretary Jairam 
Ramesh, in a 
detailed press note, 
accused the Modi 
government of ‘calibrated 
capitulation’ before China.

Ramesh, also the 
Congress in-charge of 
Communications, ques-
tioned PM Modi’s 2020 
remarks on India-China 
border skirmishes and 
claimed that India had 
given up traditional patrol-
ling and grazing rights in 
parts of eastern Ladakh to 
China. He asked whether 
the Prime Minister’s June 
19, 2020 remarks that no one 
had entered Indian territory 
had weakened India’s nego-

tiating position following 
the Galwan Valley clashes. 
He also raised concerns 
over China’s purported ter-
ritorial advances in Ladakh 
and Arunachal Pradesh.

"There have been reports 
of Chinese encroachment in 
Arunachal Pradesh, includ-

ing loss of India’s 
access to patrolling 
points and fresh 
standoffs. China’s 
posture on 
Arunachal Pradesh 
has only hardened: 
renaming towns, 
reasserting claims 
to what it calls 

“South Tibet”, and pushing 
ahead with its 60,000-MW 
Medog mega-dam on the 
Brahmaputra’s Great Bend, 
a project that gives it a 
stranglehold over the water 
security of our entire north-
east," the Congress leader 
claimed.

Ramesh's remarks come a 
day after PM Modi conveyed 
to the Chinese President 
that peace and tranquillity 
along the frontier remains 
an ‘essential component’ of 
building better ties between 
the two nations.

Visakhapatnam (TSIT): 
At least seven persons 
were killed in three sepa-
rate road accidents in 
north coastal Andhra 
Pradesh, police said on 
Sunday. Three people 
were killed when a truck 
collided with an auto-
rickshaw in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Vizianagaram 
district in the early 
hours of Sunday. The 
accident occurred near 
Shikaruganti village in 
Dattirajeru mandal. All 
three occupants in the 
auto-rickshaw died on 
the spot. The deceased 
have been identified as 
auto-rickshaw driver G. 
Tirupati, T. Adinarayana 
and G. Ramu. On receipt 
of information, police 
rushed to the spot and 
shifted the bodies to a 
nearby government hos-
pital for post-mortem 
examination.

Amaravati (TSIT): 
Two people died of light-
ning in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Palnadu dis-
trict as heavy rains 
lashed parts of the state 
since Saturday night 
under the impact of a 
low-pressure area, offi-
cials said. Heavy rains 
accompanied by thun-
derstorms lashed 
Narsraopet in Palnadu 
district. One person 
each in etlurivaripalem 
and Lakshmipuram vil-
lages died after hearing 
the frightening noise of 
the thunderstorm. The 
deceased were identified 
as Nagamma (63) and 
Mekala Venkayamma 
(60). Both suspected to 
have died of cardiac 
arrest. Heavy rains 
were lashing 
Visakhapatnam and 
Gajuwaka areas.
 Parts of East Godavari 
district also received 
heavy rains. Bus stand 
at Nidadavole was inun-
dated, causing inconve-
nience to commuters.
According to the Andhra 
Pradesh State Disaster 
Management Authority, a 
low-pressure area is cen-
tred over the Vidarbha 
and Madhya Pradesh 
regions. The APSDMA 
said in a bulletin on 
Sunday morning that it is 
likely to move in a west-
northwest direction over 
the next 24 hours and is 
expected to cause moder-
ate to heavy rains in iso-
lated parts of the state.

Pezeshkian denies Iran-Saudi war, 
calls US, Israel terrorists

New Delhi (TSIT) Iranian 
President Masoud 
Pezeshkian has denied that 
Iran is at war with Saudi 
Arabia following a drone 
strike on the kingdom’s 
East-West oil pipeline, 

while accusing the United 
States and Israel of being 
“real terrorists”. In an 
exclusive interview with 
India Today Group Editor 
(Foreign Affairs) Geeta 
Mohan on the sidelines of 

the BRICS Summit in New 
Delhi on Saturday, 
September 12, Pezeshkian 
said Tehran wanted coun-
tries across West Asia to 
work together to establish 
peace and security.

Chinese President Xi Jinping departs from 
Delhi after attending BRICS Summit

New Delhi, Sep 13 : Chinese 
President Xi Jinping on 
Sunday departed from New 
Delhi after attending the 18th 
BRICS Summit hosted by 
India. Xi Jinping participat-
ed in the two-day BRICS 
Summit at Bharat 
Mandapam in New Delhi. He 
joined leaders of BRICS 
member countries in a joint 
tree plantation drive in New 
Delhi. Xi and leaders of other 
BRICS member countries 
visited Bharat Innovates 
Exposition at Bharat 
Mandapam.

During his visit to India, 
Xi also held a bilateral meet-
ing with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, where the 
two leaders emphasised that 
"differences should not 
become disputes" and reaf-
firmed that both countries 
should take a strategic and 
long-term perspective of 
their ties.

"The two leaders wel-
comed the steady progress in 
India-China bilateral rela-
tions since their last meeting 

in Tianjin in August 2025. 
They reaffirmed that both 
countries should take a stra-
tegic and long term perspec-
tive of their ties. Differences 
should not become disputes. 
Prime Minister highlighted 
that both sides must be guid-
ed by three mutuals- mutual 
respect, mutual sensitivity 
and mutual interest," read a 
statement issued by the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) after the meeting.

During the meeting, PM 
Modi stressed that peace and 
tranquillity in the border 
areas remain an essential 
basis for the continued devel-
opment of bilateral relations.

"He underlined the need 
for both sides to observe 
existing agreements and 
understandings on border-
related issues. The two lead-
ers expressed commitment 
to a fair, reasonable, and 
mutually acceptable resolu-
tion of the boundary ques-
tion proceeding from the 
political perspective of their 
overall bilateral relations 

and the long-term interests 
of the two peoples," the MEA 
statement added.

Both leaders also took note 
of the progress in people-to-
people ties and underscored 
the need to further promote 
cultural exchanges, business 
linkages and greater mobili-
ty between the two 
countries."On economic and 
trade relations, they under-
lined the need to address 
each other’s concerns, 
including structural trade 
imbalance and supply chain 
issues, and facilitation of 
meaningful and predictable 
market access," the state-
ment read further.

According to the MEA, the 
two leaders agreed that both 
sides must continue to 
expand common ground on 
regional and global issues, 
and in addressing challeng-
es. "Prime Minister appreci-
ated China's support for 
India's BRICS chairship and 
its contributions towards the 
success of the BRICS 
Summit-2026," it concluded.

Union Minister for Home Affairs and Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah inaugurates ‘Ganesh Gyanarthi Exhibition’ 
organised by the Asiatic Society of Mumbai, in Mumbai, Maharashtra

Tesla to unveil long-delayed next-generation 
Roadster on October 1: Elon Musk

New Delhi, Sep 13 : 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk 
has announced that the 
electric vehicle maker 
will unveil its long-
delayed next-generation 
Roadster on October 1, 
nearly a decade after the 
company first showcased 
plans for a successor to 
its original sports car.

Tesla's official account 
on social media platform 
X posted “Go for launch” 
along with a graphic dis-
playing October 1 as the 
date for the event. Musk, 
who also owns X, subse-
quently responded to the 
post, writing, “New Tesla 
Roadster Unveil 10.01.”

The announcement 
comes after years of 
delays surrounding the 
Roadster programme. 
Tesla first unveiled the 

next-generation model in 
2017 and had initially 
said that deliveries would 
begin in 2020. However, 
the vehicle's develop-
ment has repeatedly been 
pushed back.

The Information 
reported in August that 
Tesla was planning to 
unveil the redesigned 
Roadster as early as that 
month. The report also 
said the event could fea-

ture a demonstration of a 
limited-edition version 
equipped with cold-gas 
thrusters developed in 
collaboration with 
SpaceX.

The reported demon-
stration is expected to 
take place at SpaceX's 
test facility in McGregor, 
Texas, according to the 
report.

The Roadster project 
has also evolved signifi-

cantly from Tesla's origi-
nal plans. The vehicle is 
reportedly being devel-
oped as an all-new car-
bon-fibre hypercar after 
the company abandoned 
an earlier approach that 
would have used compo-
nents based on the Model 
S Plaid.

The latest announce-
ment comes as Tesla con-
tinues to expand its focus 
beyond conventional 
electric vehicles and 
towards autonomous 
driving. Last week, the 
company began offering 
limited rides in its two-
seater Cybercab in 
Austin, Texas. The vehi-
cle does not have a steer-
ing wheel or pedals and is 
designed around Tesla's 
vision for fully autono-
mous transportation.
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CLASS 10 PRIVATE CANDI
DATES CAN REGISTER FOR 

PRACTICAL EXAM TRAINING 
FROM SEPTEMBER 15

CHENNAI: Private candidates 
appearing for the Class 10 board 
exam in the 2026-27 academic year 
can register for practical exam 
training from September 15-30, 
the Directorate of Government 
Examinations (DGE) said. The 
registration is applicable for pri-
vate candidates writing Class 10 
board exam for the first time, 
including those intending to take 
exams in all subjects.

Candidates who had appeared 
under the old syllabus before 2012 
and failed in science can also reg-

ister, stated a press note 
Tirunelveli DSP to inquire into 
alleged assault of suspect in theft 
case

Candidates must approach the 
office of the District Educational 
Officer (Secondary Education) 
concerned in person during the 
registration period and pay a fee 
of Rs 125, stated DGE. The appli-
cation form can be downloaded 
from the DGE website. 

The department clarified that 
this registration is only for 
attending the practical training 
classes and does not constitute 
registration for the Class 10 board 
exams itself. 

Candidates applying for the 
Class 10 science practical exam 
will have to attend practical 
training classes at schools 
allotted by the respective 
District Educational Officer. 
Only candidates who secure at 
least 80% attendance in the 
practical training classes will 
be permitted to appear for the 
science practical examination. 
The hall ticket can be down-
loaded using the application 
number provided on the 
acknowledgement slip issued 
by the nodal centre. Only can-
didates who have obtained a 
hall ticket will be permitted to 
take the practical exam. 

Lucknow, Sep 13: 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
supremo and former Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Mayawati has alleged that 
people expelled from the 
party deliberately spread 
rumours about her health, 
claiming that she was seri-
ously ill.

Addressing the issue, 
Mayawati said her nephew 
and recently expelled BSP 
leader Akash Anand him-
self called her on Saturday 
night to enquire about her 
health.

“Party se nikale gaye 
logon ne bhram failaya ki 
main bahut beemar hoon,” 
Mayawati said, alleging 
that expelled party mem-
bers had created the mis-
conception that she was 
seriously unwell.

She said Akash Anand 
called her residence at 10:04 
pm on Saturday and asked 
whether her health had 
deteriorated.

Mayawati also criticised 
her nephew, saying, 
“Akash Anand abhi bhi 
apne dimaag se kaam nahi 
kar raha, Ashok Siddharth 
ke dimaag se kaam kar 
raha hai,” alleging that he 
continued to act under the 
influence of Ashok 
Siddharth rather than inde-
pendently.

Mayawati has already 
expelled Akash Anand and 
Ishaan Anand from the 
BSP. Despite Akash's expul-
sion, sections of the party's 

social media supporters 
have continued to express 
support for him.

Her latest remarks have 
triggered fresh discussion 
on social media, with sev-
eral users on X urging 
Mayawati to bring Akash 
Anand back into the BSP.

Some supporters have 
claimed that the Bahujan 
community would not 
accept anyone other than 
Akash Anand as a future 
leader, while others have 
described him as an emerg-

ing leader. Messages includ-
ing “Apna Akash, umeedon 
ka Akash” and claims that 
“Akash Anand is not just a 
name, but a brand” have 
also surfaced online. Some 
users also highlighted 
Akash's phone call to 
Mayawati, saying that 
despite the political differ-
ences, his concern about 
her health showed that he 
continued to care for her.

Akash Anand's political 
future has also generated 
interest outside the BSP. 
According to the inputs, 
Samajwadi Party president 
Akhilesh Yadav and Azad 
P a r t y  c h i e f 
Chandrashekhar Azad 
have previously spoken 
about taking Akash Anand 
along. The developments 
have added another layer to 
the political uncertainty 
surrounding the BSP and 
its leadership ahead of the 
2027 Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly elections.

Mayawati says expelled leaders spread 
rumours about her health

Kohima, Sep 13: At least nine 
people, including three mem-
bers of a family, have died at the 
Civil Hospital in Nagaland’s 
Tuensang district over the past 
three days after allegedly con-
suming suspected spurious 
liquor, prompting police to 
issue a red alert and warn peo-
ple against consuming alcohol 
obtained from unknown or 
unauthorised sources.

Police officials said the vic-
tims reportedly developed 
breathlessness after consuming 
the suspected adulterated 
liquor and subsequently died.

Nagaland Director General of 
Police (DGP) Rupin Sharma 
said the victims were suspected 
to have died after consuming 
spurious liquor, although the 
exact circumstances and cause 
of the deaths have yet to be offi-
cially established. According to 
an official release, nine deaths 
were reported in Tuensang 

Town and Chendang Saddle on 
September 10 and 11.

“Based on the information 
presently available, all the 
deaths have a direct or indirect 
circumstantial linkage with 
alcohol consumption and are 
being investigated according-
ly,” the release said.

One person, reportedly a fam-
ily member of the liquor seller, 
died by hanging. Police said the 
circumstances surrounding 
that death are being investigat-
ed separately as a suspected 
case of suicide.

Tuensang police received 
information on Saturday about 
a pattern of deaths involving 
people who had been admitted 
to Tuensang Civil Hospital.

Preliminary enquiries found 
that most of the deceased had 
reportedly consumed liquor 
before developing symptoms 
including blurred vision, severe 
headache, dizziness, nausea 

and vomiting.
Police said consumption of 

spurious or adulterated liquor 
is suspected to be a possible 
cause of the deaths, but this has 
not yet been scientifically or 
conclusively established.

Scientific and forensic proce-
dures will be undertaken as 
part ofThe police statement said 

post-mortem examinations 
were not conducted in most 
cases because the mortal 
remains had already been taken 
for funerals before authorities 
became aware of the pattern the 
investigation.

Post-mortems not conducted 
in most cases

The police statement said 

post-mortem examinations 
were not conducted in most 
cases because the mortal 
remains had already been taken 
for funerals before authorities 
became aware of the pattern of 
deaths.

“Accordingly, the present 
assessment is based on the 
available medical records, pre-
liminary enquiries and other 
information collected during 
the investigation,” the state-
ment said.

Tuensang police are conduct-
ing a detailed investigation to 
determine the circumstances 
surrounding the deaths, identi-
fy the source and nature of the 
liquor consumed and establish 
whether any person or persons 
may be responsible.

Among those who died were 
reportedly three members of a 
family from whose premises 
some of the deceased had alleg-
edly purchased liquor.

Further scientific and medi-
cal examinations are being car-
ried out in coordination with 
the concerned authorities to 
establish the exact cause of 
death and determine the nature 
of the liquor consumed.

Around 470 liquor bottles and 
cans seized

Police conducted search and 
raid operations across 
Tuensang Town and the 
Chendang Saddle area to iden-
tify and seize suspected unau-
thorised, spurious or adulterat-
ed liquor. During the opera-
tions, approximately 470 bottles 
of Indian Made Foreign Liquor 
(IMFL) and beer cans were 
seized from different locations, 
officials said. Police have also 
launched widespread public 
awareness and information 
campaigns warning residents 
about the potential dangers of 
consuming liquor obtained 
from unknown, unauthorised 

NINE DIE IN NAGALAND AFTER SUSPECTED SPURIOUS LIQUOR CONSUMPTION

Bengaluru: To mark the 
special occasion of Hindi 
Diwas, Gulmohar Cultural 
Hub is organizing a special 
event titled "Hindi Diwas 2026 
— Literary and Cultural 
Evening" on September 15, 
2026 (Tuesday). The event will 
take place at the Tarang 
Auditorium, CEDCO, STC, 
BSF Campus, Yelahanka, 
Bengaluru.

The program will com-
mence with a presentation on 
the organization's objectives, 
vision, and goals by Gulmohar 
Cultural Hub’s founders and 
organizers, Smt. Anita Singh 
"Ruhani" and Shri Anshumali 
Jha. Both founders will elabo-
rate on the concept and cul-
tural vision of Gulmohar 
Cultural Hub, as well as their 
mission to bring literature, 
art, heritage, and the commu-
nity together on a shared plat-
form, alongside their future 
plans. The event will be graced 
by the presence of the Chief 
Guest, Shri Dinesh Kumar 
Yadav (IPS), Inspector 
General (IG), Border Security 
Force (BSF), Bengaluru.

Renowned content writers 

from the film and television 
industries will also partici-
pate in this special occasion. 
Distinguished Hindi cinema 
writer Shri R. D. Tailang 
(famous as a writer for *KBC*) 
and Gulmohar Cultural Hub 
founder Shri Anshumali 
Jha—who has been active as a 
writer and director in televi-
sion and advertising for three 
decades and is the founder of 
Scriptwala Productions—will 
engage in a special dialogue 
on the topic "Contemporary 
Writing in Hindi." Both cre-
ators will share their insights 
on the art of storytelling in 
changing times, film and tele-
vision writing, and the role of 
Hindi in new media formats.

This special event dedicat-
ed to literature and culture 

will feature a classical dance 
performance celebrating 
Indian culture, literary dia-
logues, poetry recitations, cre-
ative presentations such as 
storytelling and memoirs, and 
a group musical performance 
featuring Hindi songs. A key 
highlight of the program is the 
"Open Mic" session, which 
will provide participants with 
an open platform to showcase 
various forms of creative 
expression, including poetry, 
thoughts, stories, and person-
al experiences. The objective 
of the Gulmohar Cultural Hub 
is to establish Hindi not mere-
ly as a language of communi-
cation, but as a powerful medi-
um that connects literature, 
art, cinema, culture, heritage, 
and human sensibilities.

Gulmohar Cultural Hub’s Literary and 
Cultural Evening on Hindi Diwas

Kathmandu, Sep 13: 
India has sent the first 
consignment of compo-
nents for a 70-metre Bailey 
bridge to Nepal to help 
restore connectivity in 
the flood-affected 
Betrawati area.

The consignment was 
handed over to Nepal's 
Road Division in Hetauda 
on Saturday, Indian 
Ambassador to Nepal 
Naveen Srivastava said in 
a post on X. He added that 
additional consignments 
of bridge components 
would arrive in the com-
ing days.

The Indian Embassy in 
Kathmandu said the 

bridge would help restore 
connectivity in the 
Betrawati area, which 
was severely affected by 
recent flash floods.

A Bailey bridge is a por-
table, prefabricated modu-
lar steel truss bridge that 
can be assembled quickly 
without heavy machinery 
or specialised tools.

The latest assistance is 
part of India's ongoing 
humanitarian support to 
Nepal following the devas-
tating flash floods that 
struck the country's 
northern and central 
regions on August 26.

The floods have killed 

nearly 1,400 people and 
left more than 5,000 miss-
ing, according to the latest 
figures cited by Indian 
authorities.

According to India's 
Ministry of External 
Affairs, New Delhi has so 
far sent more than 130 
tonnes of relief material 
and deployed 54 expert 
personnel to assist Nepal 
with rescue, relief and 
forensic operations.

India has also provided 
specialised tunnel and 
mud-rescue equipment, 
DNA kits and forensic 
equipment, besides essen-
tial supplies including 
temporary shelters, blan-

kets, hygiene kits, solar 
lamps and medicines.

The Indian Air Force 
has operated at least eight 
special flights to transport 
relief supplies to Nepal.

An Indian tunnel rescue 
team has been working 
alongside the Nepal Army 
in search operations, 
while an Indian forensic 
team has been assisting 
Nepali authorities in iden-
tifying the mortal remains 
of victims. India has reit-
erated its commitment to 
supporting Nepal's rescue, 
relief and recovery efforts 
in the aftermath of the 
devastating floods.

India sends Bailey bridge 
components to Nepal to 

restore flood-hit connectivity

Tamil Nadu: CCTV trail helps railway police recover 26 sovereigns
MADURAI: A bag containing 

26 sovereigns of gold jewellery 
and Rs 50,000 in cash was traced 
and recovered within about two 
hours after Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) personnel and 
Tamil Nadu Railway Police fol-
lowed a CCTV trail across rail-
way stations and tracked an 
elderly couple to the 
Virudhunagar bus stand.

The operation began at 
Madurai railway station, where 
investigators identified the cou-

ple on CCTV footage carrying 
the missing bag and boarding 
another train. When the train 
had already passed 

Virudhunagar, police switched 
their search to CCTV footage at 
the next station, traced the cou-
ple's onward journey by 
autorickshaw and finally caught 
up with them at the bus stand.

The accused were identified 
as Kaliappan, 66, and his wife 
Solaiyammal, 62, both from JJ 
Nagar in Vannarapettai, 
Chennai. The bag containing 
jewellery and cash, valued at Rs 
8.30 lakh, was recovered from 
them. The operation was 

launched after Mahadevi, wife 
of Sethu and a resident of 
Bharathidasan Street in 
Irumbuliyur, Tambaram, 
reported that her bag had gone 
missing while she was travel-
ling on the Tambaram-Madurai 
Kudal Express to Manamadurai 
on September 12.

Mahadevi was travelling in 
the general compartment next 
to the engine when the bag con-
taining the jewellery and cash 
went missing. She reported the 

matter to the station master at 
Kudal Nagar railway station, 
who alerted the RPF personnel 
in Madurai.

When the train arrived in 
Madurai, RPF head constable 
Sathyamoorthy searched the 
compartment, but the bag was 
not found. RPF personnel and 
Tamil Nadu Railway Police 
Crime Branch personnel then 
questioned Mahadevi and exam-
ined CCTV footage at Madurai 
railway station.

Uttarakhand plans month-long ‘Seva 
Sankalp’ campaign from Sep 17

Dehradun, Sep 13: The 
Uttarakhand government 
is preparing to launch a 
month-long ‘Seva Sankalp’ 
campaign from Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
birthday on September 17 
to October 17, combining 
public service initiatives 
with the vision of Viksit 
Bharat 2047.

Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami said the cam-
paign will feature 11 activi-
ties involving students, 
women, youth, parents, 
beneficiaries, public repre-
sentatives and civil soci-
ety. “The idea is not mere-
ly to showcase schemes 
and achievements but to 
make citizens active part-
ners through service, dia-
logue, innovation and pub-
lic participation,” Dhami 
said.

The month-long pro-
gramme will include lamp-
lighting ceremonies, plays, 
Anganwadi outreach pro-
grammes, plantation 
drives, cleanliness cam-
paigns and health camps, 
among other activities.

Meanwhile, every gov-
ernment and private 
school in Uttarakhand will 
be required to prepare a 

disaster-management plan 
based on its local geogra-
phy and potential risks.

The initiative follows 
directions from Chief 
Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami and Disaster 
Management Minister 
Madan Kaushik.

Disaster Management 
Secretary Vinod Kumar 
Suman said each school’s 
plan would identify poten-
tial hazards, evacuation 
routes, assembly points 
and responsibilities of staff 
and other stakeholders.

Schools will specifically 

assess risks arising from 
earthquakes, landslides, 
floods, cloudbursts, ava-
lanches and fires.

The plans will also 
include emergency con-
tact details, first-aid 
kits, rescue equipment, 
parent-alert mecha-
nisms and mandatory 
mock drills to ensure 
students and staff are 
prepared to respond dur-
ing emergencies.

Uttarakhand’s hill roads 
are also set to get some 
relief from traffic conges-
tion, with the Housing 

Department completing 63 
parking projects providing 
space for 4,202 vehicles 
across 10 districts over the 
past four years.

Almora has the highest 
number of parking spaces 
at 1,087, followed by 
Nainital with 679 and 
Champawat with 600.

The district-wise park-
ing capacity includes 477 
spaces in Uttarkashi, 309 
in Pithoragarh, 304 in 
Rudraprayag, 256 in 
Pauri, 201 in Chamoli, 163 
in Tehri and 126 in 
Bageshwar.

Udhayanidhi dubs Vijay as 
'dummy and uncouth' CM

CHENNAI: Leader of 
Opposition Udhayanidhi 
Stalin on Sunday termed C 
Joseph Vijay as a "dummy 
and uncouth chief minister" 
and accused the ruling dis-
pensation of governance fail-
ures, including widespread 
power cuts, and deteriorat-
ing law and order.

Addressing the wedding of 
a DMK Youth Wing function-
ary here, he alleged that the 
ruling regime had failed to 
deliver on any of its election 
promises during its initial 
four months in office.

"In Tamil Nadu's history, 
we have never witnessed 
such an uncouth and dummy 
chief minister," Udhayanishi 
said, alleging that the gov-
ernment came to power by 
luring MLAs from other par-
ties. He charged that the cur-
rent administration was sim-
ply rebranding and "pasting 
stickers" on public welfare 
schemes initiated during the 
previous DMK government 
rather than introducing new 
initiatives.

"Today, people across 
Tamil Nadu are grappling 
with daily crises, from fre-
quent power cuts and surg-
ing prices of essential com-
modities like rice and pulses 
to worsening law and order. 
When questioned on these 

issues, the CM is unable to 
answer and instead resorts to 
spreading slanders against 
our party and leadership," he 
claimed.

Referring to upcoming 
Assembly by-elections in two 
constituencies, Udhayanidhi 
called upon the party cadre 
to use the polls to deliver a 
decisive defeat to the ruling 
dispensation.

"The victory in these by-
elections must mark the 
beginning of the fall of this 
regime and teach a fitting les-
son to this dummy chief min-
ister," he said.

The Election Commission 
India (EC) has scheduled 
polling for October 6.

The two seats–
Maduranthakam and 
Dharapuram fell vacant after 
AIADMK MLAs resigned 
and joined the TVK.
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Bengaluru : We will 
resolve the planetary afflic-
tion (grahachara) of police 
officers who harass Ganesh 
devotees. Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar, who always 
puts on a Hindu act, should 
now take action against the 
police officer who threatened 
devotees, Opposition Leader 
R. Ashoka demanded.

Speaking to reporters, he 
said Congress is not even 
allowing people to celebrate 
Ganeshotsava in peace. Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak introduced 
this festival as part of the 
freedom struggle. It is cele-
brated not only in Karnataka 
but across the world. Yet in 
T. Narasipura an arrogant 
police officer has made anti-
Hindu remarks. He said pro-
cessions should not go in 
front of a mosque and that he 
would “resolve the grahacha-
ra.” Those who celebrate 
Ganeshotsava are not row-
dies. If he had the courage, he 
should have threatened those 
who throw stones from 
mosques and those who plant 
bombs. The department 
should be ashamed of retain-
ing such an arrogant officer.

We are not in Pakistan. 
Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar must say wheth-
er Ganesha came first or the 
mosque. To install a Ganesha 
idol one has to run from the 

gram panchayat to the 
municipality to the deputy 
commissioner. Trouble aris-
es only when a procession 
passes in front of a mosque. 
There is no trouble when pro-
cessions pass churches, Jain 
temples or Sikh gurudwaras. 
Let them declare that these 
particular roads have been 
written over to Muslims. 
This country has the 
Constitution of India, not 
that of Pakistan. When 
Muslims hold Urs, their pro-
cessions pass in front of tem-
ples. Hindus never sit in a 
temple and throw stones. 
Taliban-style rule is going on 
here, he said.

If a policeman summons 
Ganesh devotees and threat-
ens them, it means Home 
Minister Priyank Kharge is 

backing him. Hindus cannot 
celebrate freely even in their 
own country. CM D.K. 
Shivakumar goes every-
where applying namam, but 
does not stand with Hindus. 
Police should catch 
Bangladeshi residents and 
bomb-planting extremists. 
They should not threaten 
devotees instead. If the Chief 
Minister has respect for 
Hindu dharma, he should 
suspend that police officer, 
Ashoka demanded.

If police start harassing 
devotees, we will resolve 
their grahachara. Next they 
will threaten even people 
walking on the roads. 
Congress people are worse 
than the British. 
Loudspeakers are used in 
mosques. There is a court 

order on the use of loud-
speakers; the government 
must enforce it. People must 
wake up first. Next, Congress 
will impose rules even on 
Ganeshotsava celebrated at 
home. D.K. Shivakumar 
becomes a Hindu at election 
time and a “brother” of 
Muslims the rest of the time, 
he said.

Congress used to call the 
BJP anti-Dalit. When K.N. 
Rajanna was dropped from 
the Cabinet, it should have 
been clear who is anti-Dalit. 
Now even Minister Satish 
Jarkiholi has realised that 
Congress itself is anti-Dalit. 
People from Belagavi itself 
may have complained to the 
ED about shares in a gold 
mine and an investment of Rs 
700 crore.

Ashoka attacks Congress over 
Ganeshotsava restrictions

Bengaluru : Sri 
S u b r a m a n y e s h w a r a 
Co-operative Bank Ltd. has 
recorded a net profit of Rs.1.10 
crore during the financial 
year 2025-26, said bank 
President and Sahakara Ratna 
D.R. Vijaya Sarathi.

Addressing the bank’s 
Annual General Meeting held 
at Chamarajan Kalyana 
Mantapa, South End Circle, 
Vijaya Sarathi announced 
that women account holders 
of the bank would be eligible 
for a special 1% concession on 
the applicable loan interest 
rate.

“Promoting the economic 
empowerment and financial 
independence of women is one 

of our priorities. By offering 
loans to our women account 
holders at an interest rate 1% 
lower than the prevailing 
rate, we aim to encourage 
entrepreneurship and other 
economic activities among 
women,” he said. The bank 
currently has 33,755 members 
and has been declaring a 25% 
dividend to its members for 
the past seven years. The bank 
is progressing on a financially 
sound footing while strictly 
adhering to Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) guidelines.

As of the end of the financial 
year, the bank’s Gross NPA 
stood at 10.22%, Net NPA at 
2.03% and CRAR at 17.90%, 
Vijaya Sarathi said.

Focus on Digital Payments
The bank is strengthening 

its digital payment facilities 

to make transactions faster 
and more convenient for its 
members and customers. 

Facilities for PhonePe, Google 
Pay and Merchant Payment 
Scan are being provided, 

enabling customers to conve-
niently make payments and 
transfer funds through digital 
platforms.The bank has also 
introduced the “SSCBL 
M-Passbook” app, which 
enables customers to conve-
niently access their account 
transaction details, he said.
M e m b e r  W e l f a r e 
InitiativesThe bank has also 
given special priority to the 
welfare of its members. 
Members who avail them-
selves of loan facilities are 
provided free personal acci-
dent insurance coverage of 
Rs.1 lakh.The bank is also 
extending the benefits of the 
Yashaswini Health Insurance 
Scheme and providing finan-

cial assistance of up to 
Rs.10,000 towards health-relat-
ed needs.

“Going forward, we propose 
to provide financial assistance 
of up to Rs.50,000 to members 
suffering from cancer. We are 
also planning to organise job 
fairs in association with vari-
ous organisations to create 
employment opportunities for 
our members and their chil-
dren,” Vijaya Sarathi said.
The meeting was attended by 
bank founder and Vice-
President Dr. K.M. 
Rangadhamashetti, directors, 
Acting General Manager 
Harish B.J., Full-time 
Consultant B.R. Nagaraj, 
office-bearers and members of 

Special 1% interest concession on loans for women 
account holders: D.R. Vijaya Sarathi

Bengaluru : Karnataka’s 
girls’ throwball teams 
delivered an outstanding 
performance at the 
National Throwball 
Championship held in 
Guntur, Andhra Pradesh, 
from September 10 to 12, 
2026, emerging as champi-
ons in all three age catego-
ries.

The Karnataka teams 
secured national titles in 
the Under-14, Under-17 and 
Under-19 girls’ categories, 
defeating their respective 
opponents with impres-
sive performances and 
bringing pride to the state.

The Under-14 team was 
led by Khushi Mohan 
Gowda, the Under-17 team 
by Adya, and the Under-19 
team by Pearl Chavi. Their 

effective leadership, com-
bined with the players’ dis-
ciplined and coordinated 
performances, played a 
key role in Karnataka’s 
success.

Team captain Khushi 
Mohan Gowda and 
coaches Santosh, 
M u n i r a j u  a n d 
Munikrishna were also 
present during the cham-
pionship. Karnataka’s 
achievement of winning 
national championships 
in all three age groups is 
a significant milestone 
for the state’s throwball 
sporting community. 
Coaches, parents and 
sports enthusiasts con-
gratulated the young 
players for their remark-
able achievement.

Karnataka Girls Crowned 
Champions at National 

Throwball ChampionshipNew Delhi: Indian bio-
architect Mangesh 
Kurund is developing Bio.
Clads, an experimental 
facade material designed 
to combine thermal perfor-
mance with biological 
growth and sustainable 
architecture.

The concept emerged 
during Kurund’s studies 
in bio-integrated design at 
University College 
London, where he explored 
whether building materi-
als could support biologi-
cal processes rather than 
resist them.

The project gained 
momentum after Kurund 
was selected for the 
Swarovski Foundation’s 
Creatives For Our Future 
programme, receiving 
20,000 in funding, mentor-
ship and industry support. 
With guidance from men-
tor Charlotte McCurdy, he 
focused on the material’s 
thermal performance.

Under experimental 
conditions, Bio.Clads 
showed a temperature lag 
of around 20 degrees 
Celsius, including notable 
performance in its dehy-
drated state. Kurund said 
the finding encouraged 
him to explore applica-
tions at architectural 
scale.

The material is also 

designed to support natu-
ral biological weathering, 
allowing algae and other 
organisms to colonise pre-
defined zones and gradu-
ally alter the facade’s 
appearance.

The research has pro-
gressed towards patent fil-
ing and scaling from a two-
foot prototype to larger 
components. Kurund is 
collaborating with a kinet-
ic facade company to 
explore retrofitting the 
material onto existing 
buildings, including a pro-
posed three-metre-by-
three-metre application.

He said the facade itself 
would become a laborato-
ry for studying the effects 
of sunlight, rain, heat, pol-
lution and biological 
growth over time.

Bio.Clads explores greener 
building facades

Bengaluru: Preparations are 
in full swing for a musical 
evening titled ‘Chitti Aayi 
Hai’ in Bengaluru, organized 
to honor the late ‘Bharat 
Ratna’ and iconic Indian film 
singer, Lata Mangeshkar. 
Organized by Kamal Raj 
(Kaleem Pasha)—an actor, 
singer, producer, and distrib-
utor in the Kannada film 
industry—the ‘Chitti Aayi 
Hai’ event is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 19, 2026, 
at 6:00 PM at the Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar Auditorium in 
Vasanthnagar, Bengaluru. 
Many dignitaries from vari-
ous fields, including Indian 
music, cinema, business, poli-
tics, and sports, are expected 
to attend the event.

As preparations for ‘Chitti 
Aayi Hai’ progress, the 
event's poster and invitation 
card have been officially 
released. These were unveiled 
in the presence of several 
prominent figures, including 
veteran actress Smt. Bhavya, 
actor Pratham, and the orga-
nizer, Kamal Raj (Kaleem 
Pasha). Speaking after unveil-
ing the poster for the ‘Chitti 
Aayi Hai’ event, veteran 
actress Smt. Bhavya 
remarked, "Bringing together 
diverse genres of Indian 

music and songs onto a single 
platform through the ‘Chitti 
Aayi Hai’ event is a novel 
initiative for Karnataka. This 
program is being thoughtful-
ly curated as a tribute to 
India’s ‘Nightingale,’ Lata 
Mangeshkar. It promises a 
fresh experience and 
immense joy for music lovers 
of all tastes. The efforts of 
Kamal Raj (Kaleem Pasha) in 
organizing an event that 
bridges music and its listen-
ers are truly praiseworthy." 
Meanwhile, actor, producer, 
singer, and organizer Kamal 
Raj (Kaleem Pasha) spoke 
about the event, stating, 
"Renowned singer Lata 
Mangeshkar’s sister, Usha 
Mangeshkar, and other fami-
ly members will participate 
in this program, which is 
being held in her memory. 

Singers from various 
Indian languages will lend 
their voices to a multitude of 
songs. This will be a historic 
and proud moment for music 
lovers in Bengaluru and 
across Karnataka. This event 
is not merely a stage perfor-
mance; it is an endeavor to 
unite people's hearts through 
music, transcending the 
boundaries of language, 
region, and culture. 

‘Chitti Aayi Hai’ – A Musical 
Evening Celebrating the Legacy 

of the Late Lata Mangeshkar

Bio.Clads explores greener building facades
New Delhi: Indian bio-
architect Mangesh 
Kurund is developing 
Bio.Clads, an experi-
mental facade material 
designed to combine 
thermal performance 
with biological growth 
and sustainable archi-
tecture.
The concept emerged 
during Kurund’s studies 
in bio-integrated design 
at University College 
London, where he 
explored whether build-
ing materials could sup-
port biological processes 

rather than resist them.
The project gained 
momentum after 
Kurund was selected for 
the Swarovski 
Foundation’s Creatives 
For Our Future pro-
gramme, receiving 
20,000 in funding, men-

torship and industry 
support. With guidance 
from mentor Charlotte 
McCurdy, he focused on 
the material’s thermal 
performance.
Under experimental 
conditions, Bio.Clads 
showed a temperature 

lag of around 20 degrees 
Celsius, including nota-
ble performance in its 
dehydrated state. 
Kurund said the finding 
encouraged him to 
explore applications at 
architectural scale.
The material is also 
designed to support nat-
ural biological weather-
ing, allowing algae and 
other organisms to colo-
nise predefined zones 
and gradually alter the 
facade’s appearance.
The research has pro-
gressed towards patent 

filing and scaling from a 
two-foot prototype to 
larger components. 
Kurund is collaborating 
with a kinetic facade 
company to explore ret-
rofitting the material 
onto existing buildings, 
including a proposed 
three-metre-by-three-
metre application.
He said the facade itself 
would become a labora-
tory for studying the 
effects of sunlight, rain, 
heat, pollution and bio-
logical growth over 
time.

An Indian bio-architect Mangesh 
Kurund’s Bio.Clads evolved from a UCL 
research question into an innovative bio-
receptive facade material combining ther-
mal performance, biological weathering 
and sustainable architectural design.

Bio.Clads, an experimental biorecep-
tive facade material developed by 
Mangesh began with a research question: 
could architecture be designed to work 
with biological growth rather than con-
stantly resisting it?

In an interaction, Kurund, who special-
ises in bio-integrated design and biorecep-
tive materials, said the idea emerged 
while he was studying bio-integrated 
design at University College London 
(UCL). At that stage, there was no Bio.
Clads, defined product or established 
material system. It was an exploration of 
whether architectural materials could 
actively create conditions that support 
biological processes.

The research took a major step forward 
after Kurund was selected for the 
Swarovski Foundation’s Creatives For 
Our Future programme, which provided a 
20,000 fund, mentorship and access to 
industry expertise. Through the pro-
gramme, he developed a bioreceptive, 
hydrogel-derived composite and studied 

its behaviour through extensive prototyp-
ing and fabrication. Kurund said the pro-
gramme’s mentorship, particularly guid-
ance from mentor Charlotte McCurdy, 
played a significant role in changing the 
direction of the project. She encouraged 
him to identify a strong core proposition 
for the material and investigate its ther-
mal behaviour more closely.

“That advice fundamentally shifted the 
trajectory of Bio.Clads,” Kurund said.

He said he soon realised that ecological 
value alone might not be enough to 
encourage the construction industry to 
adopt materials that support algae and 
other forms of biological weathering. Bio.
Clads needed to demonstrate a tangible 
architectural function, while its biological 
characteristics could provide an addition-
al layer of value.

This led to thermal investigations that 
produced an encouraging finding. Under 
his experimental conditions, the material 
demonstrated a temperature lag of approx-
imately 20 degrees Celsius, including 
notable thermal behaviour in its dehy-
drated state.The discovery broadened the 
scope of the research. What began as an 
investigation into bioreceptive surfaces 
began pointing towards a possible role in 
the thermal performance of building enve-

lopes. “It gave me the confidence to begin 
thinking beyond laboratory specimens 
and towards architectural scale,” he said. 
Kurund said the biological dimension of 
Bio.Clads was also evolving. Instead of 
applying greenery as a decorative finish, 
he is exploring biological weathering as a 
gradual material process. The facade can 
incorporate predefined zones that encour-
age natural colonisation and biomass 
retention over time. Biological activity 
can then contribute to changing surface 
colouration as the material responds to 
climate and weather conditions. 
According to Kurund, this creates a differ-
ent proposition for living architecture, 
where material performance provides the 
initial reason for its use, while ecological 
expression develops naturally through 
time and weathering.

The research has now progressed 
towards a patent filing and is entering 
another crucial phase — scaling up. The 
current demonstrator measures approxi-
mately two feet by two feet, marking a 
move from controlled laboratory speci-
mens towards human-scale components.

Scaling, however, has introduced chal-
lenges related to material consistency, 
fabrication conditions and the production 
of larger components. Kurund described 

this as a necessary transition from meso-
scale experimentation to macro-scale 
architectural application.

He is now collaborating with a kinetic 
facade company to explore retrofitting 
Bio.Clads onto existing building enve-
lopes. The team is examining an applica-
tion of approximately three metres by 
three metres, with the aim of taking the 
research towards building scale by the 
end of the year.

“The facade itself becomes the next lab-
oratory,” Kurund said, pointing out that 
exposure to sunlight, heat, rain, dehydra-
tion, pollution and natural biological suc-
cession could reveal behaviours that con-
trolled experiments cannot fully antici-
pate.His long-term vision is to establish a 
new category of bioreceptive facade sys-
tems in which material performance, nat-
ural weathering and biological activity co 
xist.The Creatives For Our Future pro-
gramme is open for applications until 
November 9, 2026. Run by the Swarovski 
Foundation in collaboration with the 
United Nations Office for Partnerships, it 
is open to young creatives aged 21 to 30 
worldwide across architecture, design, 
art, fashion and engineering. Selected par-
ticipants receive mentorship, master-
classes and a Rs.20,000 fund.

MANGESH KURUND ON THE EVOLUTION OF BIO.CLADS
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The meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin in Delhi on September
11, on the eve of the 18th
BRICS Summit, was signifi-
cant as an important step
towards the forthcoming 24th
India-Russia Annual
Summit. Coming less than
two weeks after their meeting
in Bishkek on August 31 on
the margins of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Summit, the Delhi
engagement demonstrated
the intensity of India-Russia
consultations amid consider-
able geopolitical uncertainty.
The two leaders reviewed
political, economic, defence,
energy, space, skill mobility
and people-to-people coopera-
tion, while discussing the con-
flicts in the Middle East and
the Black Sea and their impli-
cations for maritime trade
and Indian seafarers. From
Bishkek To Delhi:
Consolidating The
Partnership The Delhi meet-
ing built upon, rather than
replicated, the Bishkek con-
versation. While the earlier
meeting provided a broad
strategic assessment, the
Delhi engagement placed
greater emphasis on econom-
ic and industrial cooperation.
The two leaders welcomed
the first INNOPROM India
exhibition, held in Delhi from
9 to 11 September, as an
avenue for expanding trade
and industrial partnerships.
They also discussed imple-
mentation of the Programme
for Economic Cooperation
2030, alongside cooperation in
infrastructure, energy, tech-
nology, defence and culture.
The economic dimension is
becoming increasingly

important. India and Russia
have set a target of raising
bilateral trade to $100 billion
by 2030. The challenge is not
simply to increase trade vol-
umes but to diversify and bal-
ance the relationship through
greater Indian exports,
investment, industrial coop-
eration and technology part-
nerships, thereby strengthen-
ing its resilience to geopoliti-
cal disruptions. Putin's
BRICS Message: Sanctions,
Connectivity And Economic
Security Putin's intervention
at the BRICS Business Forum
added a wider geopolitical-
economic dimension to the
bilateral discussions. He
referred to Russia facing
more than 30,000 sanctions,
and criticised what he
described as attempts to
destroy pipelines, obstruct
international transport corri-
dors, seize maritime vessels
and impose "illegal restric-
tions", including threats of
secondary sanctions against
countries unwilling to follow
the interests of other powers.
These remarks reflected

Moscow's broader argument
that unilateral economic
restrictions are reshaping
international trade and
investment. At the same time,
Putin presented BRICS as an
avenue for practical econom-
ic cooperation. He said Russia
was prepared to work with
partners on global energy and
food security and reliable
logistics routes, specifically
mentioning the Arctic
Transport Corridor and the
International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC).
He also referred to opportuni-
ties in tourism, industry and
trade, as well as cooperation
in personnel training, applied
research, smart technologies
and unmanned transport.
For India, this emphasis on
connectivity and maritime
security has particular rele-
vance. Disruptions in the
Black Sea and the Middle
East have demonstrated the
vulnerability of global ship-
ping, energy supplies and
supply chains. The official
Indian readout noted that
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and Putin discussed the
impact of these conflicts on
maritime trade and the safety
and security of Indian seafar-
ers. PM Modi reiterated that
"dialogue and diplomacy"
were the way forward in
resolving conflicts and that
India was ready to assist in
peace efforts. This followed
his message to Putin in
Bishkek to move from "end-
less war" towards an "end of
war". The maritime dimen-
sion is consequently becom-
ing an important component
of India-Russia discussions.
The Black Sea conflict has
affected commercial shipping
and Indian seafarers that PM
Modi brought out during his
discussions with Putin.
Likewise, both leaders under-
stand that disruptions in the
Middle East reinforces the
importance of secure and
diversified trade routes.
BRICS And A Changing
Global Economic Order The
bilateral meeting also needs
to be viewed against India's
broader BRICS agenda. At the
BRICS Business Forum.

INDIA AND RUSSIA GO FROM
RESILIENCE TO LEVERAGE

Hindi Diwas, celebrated every year on September 14th, is
an important occasion linked to our constitutional history,
linguistic diversity, and cultural memory. On September
14th, 1949, the Constituent Assembly adopted Hindi, writ-
ten in the Devanagari script, as the official language of the
Union. Following the enactment of the Constitution, this
decision was incorporated into Article 343. Hindi Diwas is
celebrated on September 14th to commemorate this his-
toric event. But Hindi Diwas shouldn't simply be about giv-
ing speeches on the importance of Hindi, reciting poems,
and completing formalities by organizing Hindi weeks or
fortnights in government offices. The real question is how
much Hindi has become the language of our lives, educa-
tion, administration, justice, science, technology, and
employment. If Hindi's recognition is limited to cere-
monies and announcements, then Hindi Diwas offers us
more of an opportunity for introspection than celebration.
First, it is important to clearly understand that Hindi is not
the national language of India, but rather the official lan-
guage of the Union. According to Article 343 of the
Constitution, the official language of the Union is Hindi,
with its script in Devanagari. In a multilingual country
like India, this distinction is not merely a matter of consti-
tutional terminology but also a question of our democratic
sensibility. India's identity is shaped by its linguistic diver-
sity. Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Bengali,
Assamese, Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi, Oriya, Urdu,
Kashmiri, Maithili, and many other Indian languages
express the memories, experiences, and cultural heritage
of society. Therefore, Hindi should develop not in opposi-
tion to these languages, but through dialogue and coopera-
tion with them. While Hindi has the opportunity to become
a language of communication between India's diverse
regions, it also carries with it a responsibility. Hindi
should be a bridge of communication, not a medium of
dominance. The expansion of any language is natural and
acceptable only when it is imbued with respect, sensitivity,
and a sense of inclusion. On Hindi Diwas, schools, univer-
sities, and government institutions host programs such as
essay writing, speeches, debates, poetry recitations,
quizzes, and prize distribution. These events have their
own importance and generate enthusiasm for the lan-
guage, but the true development of Hindi begins after these
events are over. It is time to elevate Hindi from a language
of celebrations to a language of experimentation and
knowledge. Even today, the influence of English is clearly
visible on government websites, research materials, and
many official documents. Hindi-medium students in high-
er education face a shortage of quality textbooks and inno-
vative research materials. While Hindi content is available
in fields such as science, medicine, law, management, and
information technology, its quantity, quality, and up-to-
dateness need to be further strengthened. Translation
alone will not be enough to make Hindi the language of
knowledge. Original writing, modern vocabulary, the
involvement of subject experts, and quality editing are also
essential. A difficult and mechanical translation of an
English book does not bring students closer to Hindi.
Knowledge will only become accessible to the public when
its language is simple, natural, and relevant to the subject. 

The 2026 BRICS Summit,
hosted by India, marks a
potentially significant turn-
ing point and a milestone in
the evolution of global multi-
lateral decision-making. PM
Modi framed BRICS as enter-
ing a "coming of age" phase as
it reaches its 20th anniver-
sary, calling for an ambitious
agenda for the next two
decades on inclusive multilat-
eralism. At its core is an
increasingly assertive
demand from the Global
South for a more equitable
international order - one that
provides credible safety
mechanisms to protect trade,
connectivity and economic
interests from geopolitical
disruptions and that is suit-
able to different national con-
ditions. The Prime Minister's
opening remarks are to be
construed against the back-
drop of the continuing insta-
bility in West Asia and its
implications for global com-
merce, particularly the secu-
rity of sea lanes of communi-
cation (SLOCs) and the prin-
ciple of freedom of naviga-
tion.  Disruptions in strategi-
cally vital maritime corridors
demonstrate how geopolitical
conflicts, even when geo-
graphically distant, can
impose disproportionate
costs on countries that are
not parties to the conflict.
Thus, India's emphasis on
development, institutional
reform, economic coopera-
tion, technology, connectivity
and the voice of the Global
South seeks to make BRICS
more functional and less vul-
nerable to geopolitical polari-
sation. India's objectives are
two-folds: strategic autonomy
and strategic pluralism and
to ensure that BRICS itself
cannot be dominated by any
single power. At the same
time, India's stance on power
asymmetries in the interna-
tional system captures a
broader dissatisfaction with-
in the Global South. The prob-

lem in the group is not simply
one of inadequate representa-
tion but of an institutional
architecture in which 'those
with the greatest capacity to
make decisions are not neces-
sarily those who bear the
greatest consequences of
those decisions.' India can
choose to set the narrative for
development through
resilience and innovation
and gain agenda setting
power rather than allow
emphasis on de-dollarisation
or geopolitical confrontation.
It is in this context that PM
Modi's call for a transition
from a "Pyramid of Privilege"
to a "Pyramid of Partnership"
acquires particular signifi-
cance. The challenge for
India's presidency is to trans-
late the rhetoric of reform
into practical mechanisms -
particularly in areas such as
trade resilience, financial

architecture, connectivity,
energy security, food security
and maritime stability and
ensure that partnerships
evolve beyond hierarchies of
power and privilege towards
institutional effectiveness
based on broader dissemina-
tion of benefits. From
Dialogue to Delivery
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar at the Business
forum also argued for widen-
ing the scope for conversion
of complementarities to so
that an economic ecosystem
could be built. BRICS has
expanded its outreach to sus-
taining regional food securi-
ty, resilient trade, deepening
cooperation on growth on
photo-voltaic, and institution-
al arms, a BRICS incubator
network, an MSME portal
and a startup innovation
fund. There is a further need
to set up of necessary mecha-

nisms for transfer of curren-
cy, cross-border payment sys-
tems and a strict timeline for
implementation of status for
digital reforms which can
strengthen this pillar of coop-
eration. Several aspects can
be highlighted that speak of
India's success. India has
moved BRICS from "failure to
reach consensus" to a frame-
work of "managed consen-
sus" under the Delhi
Declaration, thereby demon-
strating its ability to handle
questions of conflict-resolu-
tion. The consensus was
based on ambiguity and non-
uniformity which does not
necessarily mean compro-
mise, rather emphasises
pragmatism. PM Modi
shared four initiatives for col-
laboration - BRICS Troika
mechanism, roadmap on
global governance reform,
sea-farer network and BRICS

global south negotiation sup-
port. Second, India has tried
not to explicitly name any
country and adopt a language
sufficiently broad for both
Iran and the UAE to accept.
This shows that India's effort
has been to transform the
BRICS into an instrument for
reforming and rebalancing
global governance. Third, the
emerging agenda from the
BRICS Business Forum
points towards a conception
of development multilateral-
ism, in which the security
and prosperity of developing
countries are treated as inte-
gral to global stability rather
than as peripheral concerns.
A partnership-based order
would not necessarily seek to
dismantle existing institu-
tions; rather, it would seek to
make them more representa-
tive, responsive and capable
of accommodating the inter-

ests of a more plural global
system. Hand in hand with
China and Russia Playing
bridesmaid, both China and
Russia have given a fillip to
the earlier cooperation in the
BRICS grouping, though
China and Russia have their
own strategic priorities in the
BRICS. China's growing eco-
nomic weight and its prefer-
ence for a more consequential
Global South platform give
BRICS a potentially stronger
challenge to Western-domi-
nated institutions. China is
able to lend loans without
constraints of procedural
frameworks and allows cer-
tain leeways to developing
countries who find it difficult
to obtain capital from the
World Bank and IMF norms.
China believes that BRICS
should be a 'pioneer in
advancing innovation driven
development.' 

India Gives Momentum, China
And Russia Add Strategic Weight

editorial
Hindi Diwas: Not a 

celebration, but a pledge for
the future of the language

—— Dr. Priyanka Saurabh

Hindi Diwas should not remain merely a
formal celebration, but rather, Hindi
should become a permanent part of our
consciousness, behavior, and lives—this
is the significance of this day. Language
is not just a medium of communication,
but it is also an identity of culture, tradi-
tion, sensitivity, and self-respect.
Therefore, respect for Hindi cannot be
limited to a single day. Only if we readi-
ly adopt Hindi in our homes, education,
technology, administration, and work-
place will the true expansion of Hindi be
possible. Learning English is not a bad
thing; in fact, in today's global era,
knowledge of many languages enhances
our capabilities. But having an inferiori-
ty complex about our own language is
certainly a matter of concern. True
Hindi Diwas is to live Hindi every day,
every moment. Hindi Diwas is celebrat-
ed every year on September 14th. This
day gives us an opportunity to reflect on
the place of Hindi in our society, educa-
tion, literature, administration, and
technology. The question is not why
Hindi Diwas is celebrated, but rather
why should Hindi's respect be limited to
just one day? Language is the flow of life.
It cannot be confined to a single date on
a calendar. Therefore, this couplet
inspires us to introspect: why should the
Hindi campaign be confined to a single
day? Hindi should be deeply ingrained
in the lives of Indians. Hindi is a power-
ful language of expression and emotion
for millions of Indians. It also plays a
vital role as a connecting language, con-
necting various parts of the country.
India's linguistic diversity is our
strength. All Indian languages, includ-
ing Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Bengali, Marathi, Punjabi,
Gujarati, Assamese, and Oriya, are an
integral part of our cultural heritage.
Therefore, Hindi should be respected not
in opposition to any other Indian lan-
guage, but with respect for India's lin-
guistic richness. The expansion of Hindi

should be unifying, not imposing. The
biggest challenge facing Hindi today
isn't the existence of any other language,
but rather the growing inferiority com-
plex toward its own language. A segment
of society has solidified the notion that
speaking English is a testament to
modernity and success, while communi-
cating fluently in Hindi is a sign of back-
wardness. This mindset needs to change.
Without opposing English prowess, we
must understand that a person's worth is
determined not by their language, but by
their knowledge, skills, hard work,
thinking, and sensitivity. Many devel-
oped countries around the world have
made their languages a strong founda-
tion for education, research, and admin-
istration. Countries like Japan, China,
Germany, and South Korea have devel-
oped scientific and technical education
in their own languages, while also main-
taining dialogue with other languages
around the world. Multilingualism has
been a hallmark of India as well. 
The need is to connect Hindi and Indian
languages with modern knowledge and
employment opportunities. The new
National Education Policy 2020 also
underscores the importance of mother
tongue and Indian languages. The policy
emphasizes the adoption of mother
tongue, local language, or regional lan-
guage as the medium of instruction,
wherever possible, at least until grade 5,
and preferably until grade 8 and beyond.
This aims to strengthen children's
understanding, spontaneous expression,
and learning. Understanding complex
concepts in the language in which a
child thinks and experiences is more
natural. The need is not just for policy
formulation, but for its effective and
quality implementation. On Hindi
Diwas, various programs are organized
in schools, colleges, and government
institutions. Speeches are given, compe-
titions are held, and the glory of Hindi is
celebrated. All of this is necessary, but
not sufficient. If programs are held on
September 14th to honor Hindi, and the

next day, Hindi is relegated to the back-
ground in office files, digital platforms,
communication, and behavior, the pur-
pose remains unfulfilled. Hindi Diwas
has true meaning only when the spirit of
September 14th is reflected in September
15th and every day thereafter.
Considering Hindi only a language of lit-
erature and emotions is limiting its
scope. Hindi can also become the lan-
guage of science, technology, medicine,
law, management, economics, and
research. This requires the creation of
high-quality books, research materials,
courses, and digital resources. The more
knowledge available in Hindi, the
greater the number of people who can
benefit from it. The future of a language
is determined not only by the number of
speakers, but also by the knowledge and
opportunities available in it. 
The digital age has opened up unprece-
dented possibilities for Hindi. Mobile
phones, social media, online education,
digital journalism, translation technolo-
gy, and artificial intelligence have made
it easier to create and disseminate con-
tent in Hindi. Today, writing and read-
ing in Hindi is no longer limited to
books. News, blogs, videos, podcasts,
online courses, and digital books are
bringing Hindi to the next generation.
We must seize this opportunity and
advance Hindi in step with technology.
In the era of growing artificial intelli-
gence and machine translation, it's cru-
cial to develop quality digital word
resources, corpuses, dictionaries, and
reliable knowledge content for Hindi. If
Hindi gains strength in the technologi-
cal world, it will not only be a language
of emotions but also become a powerful
language for employment, innovation,
and knowledge exchange. The tradition
of Hindi literature has been extremely
rich. Kabir's fearless words, Tulsi's folk
consciousness, Sur's devotion,
Premchand's social reality, Nirala's
rebellious voice, and Mahadevi Verma's
sensitivity reflect the breadth and depth
of Hindi literature. 

WHY IS THE HINDI CAMPAIGN
CONFINED TO ONE DAY?

BRICS AT 20:

“Why should the Hindi campaign be confined to one day?
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The head of AI company
Anthropic has called for the
pace of development of artifi-
cial intelligence models to
slow down and to be closely
monitored. Dario Amodei
wrote in an online essay that
developing AI was not in
question, but that the risks
associated with it were "seri-
ous" and that companies and
governments must be given
time to address them. The
bosses of two rival AI firms,
Sam Altman of OpenAI and
Elon Musk, have both said
they agree with Amodei.
There have been growing
concerns recently about the
technology's potential risks.
An AI researcher who left
Anthropic told the BBC that
"if we don't slow down at the
current rate of progress,
there is a strong chance that
we could all die in the imme-
diate future". Jacob Coxon
told Laura Kuenssberg that
people working at AI compa-
nies were "genuinely fright-
ened... genuinely concerned
about the fate of humanity in
the next two years". "It's not
at all an exaggeration to say
that the people who are
involved with both founding
these companies and build-
ing the tech believe there is a

possibility of human extinc-
tion," Coxon said. In
Amodei's essay, called We
Must Pace the Frontier and
published on Saturday, he
proposed a three-point plan
that included independent
monitoring of AI models as
they are developed, industry-
wide regulation and global
regulation. As his proposal
made the rounds, even com-
petitors voiced support for
the idea of third-party moni-
tors who could evaluate the
safety of models as they are
developed. "I agree with
Dario that we need to pace
the frontier," wrote OpenAI
CEO Sam Altman on X. He
called independent evalua-
tors "a great idea". Altman
sounded similar safety con-

cerns in a new interview,
telling Fortune magazine
that standards were "not at a
place" to push AI capabilities
much further. He added that
he believed AI beyond
human control was
"absolutely" possible. Musk,
meanwhile, who founded
Grok producer xAI, said the
Anthropic boss was "right".
The warnings have prompt-
ed calls to action, but US
President Donald Trump has
so far rejected such fears, say-
ing on Thursday he was con-
cerned that "if we don't win
AI, we're going to be put in a
very bad position". Cyber-
security concerns have
grown as new models have
exhibited more and more
powerful capabilities.

Anthropic withheld its
Mythos model from public
use when it was announced
in April that it could inde-
pendently escape the testing
environment, known as the
sandbox. In the run-up to the
release of its most recent
Astra model, OpenAI cited
cyber-security concerns as it
explained it had paused cer-
tain aspects of the model's
development. The OpenAI
agents had "essentially acted
as a fanatically devoted col-
lective", Amodei said.
OpenAI has said it was slow-
ing down training of certain
advanced AI models and
tools as a result. Safety has
also taken centre stage in the
rivalry between Anthropic
and OpenAI. Amodei, who
had previously worked as a
vice-president at OpenAI, has
said he co-founded Anthropic
in 2021 so he could build safer
and more trusted AI models.
He pointed out in his essay
that AI had advanced "drasti-
cally faster" including its
"ability to build the next gen-
eration of AI" - and men-
tioned an incident involving
rival OpenAI which has
revealed that agents had
hacked targets they were not
asked to attack in July. 

September, 2026: Croma,
India's leading omni-channel
electronics retailer from the
Tata Group, has announced
that pre-booking for the
iPhone 18 Pro and iPhone 18
Pro Max is live. Customers
can secure Apple’s latest
devices through a flexible
pre-booking offer available
nationwide across Croma
stores, croma.com, the Tata
Neu app, and Big Basket.
The new Pro lineup brings
Apple’s latest advances in
performance and photogra-
phy, including the powerful
A20 Pro chip, Apple’s in-
house C2 wireless modem
and a new 48MP Fusion main
camera with a physical vari-
able aperture.
Pre-bookings will be avail-
able across more than 560
Croma stores in over 200
cities, as well as on
croma.com, the Tata Neu app
and Big Basket. For complete
pricing and availability
details, customers can visit
their nearest Croma store or
croma.com.

PRE-BOOKING
DETAILS FOR THE
IPHONE 18 PRO LINEUP 
Customers can pre-book the
iPhone 18 Pro or iPhone 18
Pro Max at Croma stores for
5,000. Pre-bookings through
croma.com, Tata Neu and
BigBasket will require full
payment

CUSTOMER CAN
AVAIL AN EXCLUSIVE

EXCHANGE BONUS OF UP
TO 12,000 AT CROMA

Apple Watch Series 12, Apple
Watch Ultra 4 and AirPods
can be pre-booked at Croma
stores for 2,000. Pre-bookings
through croma.com, Tata
Neu, and Big Basket require
full payment and is going live
already.    

IPHONE 17 PRO AND
IPHONE 17 PRO MAX CON-
TINUUE TO DELIVER
VALUE

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
FOR IPHONE 17 PRO:

iPhone 17 Pro 256 GB avail-
able in stores at 69,990 and 512
GB at 88,490. How to get this
offer:
·       Avail 4,000 bank cash-
back on select credit cards
·       Exchange your old
iPhone15 pro for up to 44,500
(depending on condition and
model)

·       Avail 12,000 exchange
bonus

The phone can also be
availed on croma.com at
1,26,490 (256GB) and 1,45,990
(512GB) inclusive of 4,000
bank cashback starting 15th
September.

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS
FOR IPHONE 17  PRO MAX:

iPhone 17 Pro Max 256 GB
available in stores at 74,990
and 512 GB at 94,990. How to
get this offer:
·       Avail 4,000 bank cash-
back on select credit cards
·       Exchange your old
iPhone15 pro max for up to
53,000 (depending on condi-
tion and model)
·       Avail 12,000 exchange
bonus
The phone can also be
availed on croma.com at
1,39,990 (256GB) and 1,59,990
(512GB) inclusive of 4,000
bank cashback starting 15th

September.
Commenting on the
announcement, a spokesper-
son at Infiniti Retail Ltd. said,
“A new iPhone Pro launch is
always met with strong antic-
ipation, and customers
increasingly want a simple
and seamless way to secure
their preferred model.
Through our nationwide
store network and digital
platforms, we are making the
pre-booking journey easier,
from choosing the right
model to exchanging an exist-
ing device and completing
the purchase. Alongside the
new lineup, the continued
availability of the iPhone 17
Pro and iPhone 17 Pro Max at
compelling prices allows cus-
tomers to select a Pro model
that best suits their priorities
and budget.” For more infor-
mation about the exclusive
offers and to explore the full
range of products, customers
are encouraged to visit their
nearest Croma store.

Croma Opens Pre-Bookings for New iPhone 18 Pro Line-
Up with Exclusive Exchange Bonus of up to Rs. 12,000 

Nine months into 2026 and
roughly 9,000 or more lives
lost so far to earthquakes,
heat waves, forest fires,
flash floods and much of
what is usually classified
under 'nature's wrath' or
natural, climate-related
calamities. For those sitting
in their living rooms in
high-rise, 21-storey build-
ings, surrounded by con-
crete... this number may be
nothing more than a blip at
the moment. However, it is
a sword waiting to drop
over the necks of communi-
ties who have been co-exist-
ing with nature for cen-
turies together. Besides
being a completely natural
phenomenon, El Niño is
also a catalyst or modifier to
drastic climate implications
and events. It is expected to
supersize and extend well
into February 2027, accord-
ing to a report by the World

M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Organization.  Sea surface
temperatures have already
risen over 2 degrees Celsius
above normal in July and
by mid-August, it had inten-
sified even more in the
range of 2.2 degrees Celsius
and 2.6 degrees Celsius
above average. "El Niño is
firmly established and will
intensify into a very strong
event in the coming
months, with big impacts
on rainfall and temperature
patterns and associated
risks of floods, drought and
extreme heat," the report
said. Another factor that is
likely going to fuel the little
Spanish boy's (El Nino's)
fire is the Indian Ocean
Dipole. IOD is a climate
pattern which de-regu-
larises temperature in the
Indian ocean, depending
on whether it is positive or
negative. 

BOILING OCEANS, DIRE
DISEASES, CLIMATE

INJUSTICE: EL NINO'S
TERRIFYING TRIFECTA

Anthropic CEO Dario
Amodei has called for AI
companies to deliberately
slow the pace at which they
improve their models, warn-
ing that rapidly advancing
capabilities could outstrip
efforts to understand and
control the technology. In a
September essay titled “We
Must Pace the Frontier”,
Amodei said AI progress
would remain rapid even
with a slower development
pace, but the additional time
could be used to strengthen
safety measures and address
emerging risks. “We must
slow the pace at which we
improve the capabilities of
AI models,” Amodei said,
adding that companies must
make wise use of the time
gained.  Amodei calls for
industry-wide action, Musk
and Altman agree The
Anthropic chief called for a
coordinated, industry-wide
pause, but said he would not
wait for his firm's rivals to
act. As a first step, he said he
would permanently allow
independent observers into

Anthropic to assess the safe-
ty of its models during the
training phase. Sam Altman,
the chief of ChatGPT devel-
oper and Anthropic rival,
OpenAI, as well as Elon
Musk, who owns xAI, said
they agreed with Amodei's
assessment. "I agree with
Dario that we need to pace
the frontier," Altman wrote
on X, adding that OpenAI
"will do the same." Musk, for
his part, said "Dario is right"
in a post on the platform he
bought in 2022. Why are
industry leaders calling for
AI development to be
slowed? In early June,
Anthropic had called for AI
development to be slowed or
suspended amid safety con-
cerns over AI agents. More
than 1,000 employees at AI
companies, including
Amodei, called on the US
government to help slow the
pace of development of auto-
mated AI. Then in July,
OpenAI revealed that during
testing, AI agents had inde-
pendently broken out of a
secured environment.

'WE MUST SLOW
PACE OF IMPROVING

AI MODELS'

India’s growing stature as a
global electronics manufac-
turing and innovation hub
will take centre stage at elec-
tronica India and productron-
ica India 2026, organised by
Messe Muenchen India, part
of the Messe München Group,
from 16–18 September at the
Bangalore International
Exhibition Centre (BIEC),
Bengaluru. Dignitaries
expected to attend include
Shri M.B.Patil, Minister for
Large and Medium Industries
and Infrastructure
Development, Government of
Karnataka and Dr Manjula
N., IAS, Secretary,
Department of Electronics,
Information Technology,
Biotechnology and Science &
Technology, Government of
Karnataka Bhupinder Singh,
President – IMEA (India,
Middle East, Africa), Messe
München, and CEO, Messe
Muenchen India, says,
“India’s electronics sector has
entered a decisive phase,
marked by manufacturing
expansion, policy support and
deeper participation in global
value chains. The scale and
international reach of elec-

tronica India and productron-
ica India 2026 reflect this
momentum. In Bengaluru,
our focus is to connect indus-
try ambition with the tech-
nologies, suppliers and part-
nerships that can translate it
into stronger manufacturing
capabilities and measurable
business outcomes.”
Presented under the theme
‘India’s Powerplay in
Electronics’, the co-located
exhibitions will bring togeth-
er the technologies and indus-
try partnerships driving the

next phase of India’s electron-
ics growth. The Bengaluru
edition will cover 60,000
square metres of gross exhibi-
tion space and feature 750+
exhibitors and counting from
more than 30 countries. Over
50,000 business visitors from
more than 50 countries are
expected to attend. The
accompanying programme
will feature more than 150
speakers across 18 confer-
ences, summits and industry
forums. This scale reflects
India’s rising importance

within global electronics
value chains and the need for
a strong national platform
that connects technology
providers, manufacturers,
buyers, policymakers and
investors. India’s electronics
manufacturing push, support-
ed by Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) schemes and
strengthened by the
Electronics Components
Manufacturing Scheme
(ECMS), is moving from
assembly towards deeper
component manufacturing. 

Policy Push Meets Production Scale as electronica
India and productronica India 2026 Return to

Bengaluru with 750+ Exhibitors from 30+ Countries

Each September, a who's who of execu-
tives from across Silicon Valley
descends on San Francisco's Palace
Hotel to charm investors at a confer-
ence hosted by the investment bank
Goldman Sachs. This past week,
between talk of growth and potential
returns, tech titans found themselves
addressing the abrupt resignation of
Anthropic researcher Jacob Coxon.
Coxon, a 27-year-old who worked at
OpenAI before joining its chief rival
Anthropic, said on Tuesday that people
building artificial intelligence (AI)
believed the technology could destroy
humanity. They are "gambling with
our lives", he said, "these will soon be
superhuman systems that can hack
anything". Coxon is by no means the
first AI insider to publicly sound the
alarm. There have been a string of
high-profile resignations from both
Anthropic and OpenAI in recent years
over apparent safety concerns, and
some current Anthropic employees
even echoed Coxon's post. "We really
do earnestly believe AI could kill all
humans! I personally think it is >10%
within the next decade," a team lead at
Anthropic, Evan Hubinger, posted on
X. While Coxon said explicitly in his
posts that his warnings were "not mar-

keting", some executives and investors
in Silicon Valley have reacted with
scepticism to a recent flurry of insiders
sounding the alarm. Anthropic and
OpenAI are reportedly preparing for
potentially record-setting initial public
offerings, and some in the tech sector
have suggested the latest stark com-
ments about the dangers of AI may be
designed to generate hype by signalling
the power of these products.
Anthropic's boss, Dario Amodei, has
come under fire for saying AI technolo-
gy could wipe out half of entry-level
white-collar jobs and will "test who we
are as a species". One conference
speaker, Grindr CEO George Arison,

told the BBC he believed this week's
comments from Coxon and others
were indicative of an "anti-civilisation-
al worldview at Anthropic". He called
them "dangerous" and said they had
prompted him to instruct some engi-
neers at the LGBTQ+ dating app to stop
using Anthropic's technology. "It is
irresponsible for us as stewards of our
shareholders' money to be relying on a
business that does what this company
does, in terms of its public statements,"
he said. "Maybe they actually believe
it," Arison said. "Or you could argue
they're saying it because it's a great
way to gin up more investor support,
because the only way to justify these

valuations is to actually claim: 'I'm
going to take over every industry and
I'm going to take over every job, and my
AI is going to be doing all that work.'"
Anthropic was valued at $965bn
(£713bn) in its most recent fundraising
round earlier this year. The BBC has
asked Anthropic for a response to the
statements. In an essay posted early on
Saturday, Amodei called for a slowing
of AI model development and global
regulation - and said the risks associat-
ed with AI were "serious". Nvidia boss
Jensen Huang also discussed Coxon's
comments before a crowd at the confer-
ence, multiple people in the group told
the BBC. They said he dismissed them
as untrue. Huang has previously said
the notion that AI "is going to be the
end of humanity" is "complete non-
sense". And while he may have a busi-
ness interest in an AI boom - Nvidia
builds chips that power AI systems -
his comments reflect a growing back-
lash in Silicon Valley to the existential
warnings from current and former
staffers. Some critics have even
accused Anthropic of fearmongering
in hopes that it will trigger a regulato-
ry push that could shut out competi-
tion and leave it and OpenAI with a
duopoly in the sector. 

Dramatic insider warnings over AI
fall flat with some in Silicon ValleyNew Delhi: Hyderabad has

around 515 Global Capability
Centres (GCCs), and 50-70
more will be set up within a
year, as the city offers a huge
talent pool and cost advan-
tage to foreign companies,
according to a Federation of
Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FICCI) and Anarock report.
Industry body FICCI and
property consultant
Anarock have come up with
a joint report titled
‘Hyderabad: The Rise of a
Global Capability
Powerhouse’. From cyberci-
ty to GCC hub The report
highlighted that there were
around 515 GCCs in
Hyderabad as of March 2026,
employing more than 3 lakh
people. Hyderabad accounts
for around 20 per cent of the
total GCCs in India, trans-
forming the city from a
cyber city to a GCC hub. The
report noted that GCCs have
become a key demand driver
for Hyderabad’s office mar-
ket. The leasing of office
space by foreign firms to set
up GCCs rose to 4.5 million

square feet in 2025 from 1.9
million sq ft in 2021. In the
first six months of this year,
the number has crossed 3
million sq ft. “The sustained
leasing momentum reflects
the deepening of
Hyderabad’s GCC ecosystem
and the increasing prefer-
ence of global enterprises to
establish larger and more
sophisticated operations in
the city,” Anarock
Chairman Anuj Puri said.
Hyderabad’s GCC proposi-
tion is broadening well
beyond conventional IT-
ITeS functions, said VV
Rama Raju, Chairman,
FICCI Telangana State
Council. Beyond traditional

ITs The city’s proposition is
broadening beyond tradi-
tional IT-ITeS into a multi-
sector ecosystem, including
Banking, Financial Services,
and Insurance (BFSI), life
sciences, semiconductors,
engineering and healthcare.
Besides having a huge talent
pool, Hyderabad’s prime
office rent at Rs 95-115 per
square ft is lower than
Bengaluru and competitive
with Pune. On the future
potential, the report said that
50-70 additional GCCs across
technology, engineering,
BFSI, life sciences, analytics,
consulting and digital opera-
tions are expected to come
within a year. 

Hyderabad houses 515 GCCs, to
add 50-70 in next 1 year: Report

Anthropic boss Dario Amodei calls for AI
development to slow down
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Six people have died and 107
have been rescued from a
stricken Indonesian passen-
ger ferry in the Java Sea,
Indonesia's search and res-
cue agency has said. A
search and rescue operation
was launched after contact
was lost with the Virgo
Transport 8 ship, which was
carrying 243 people, as it
encountered bad weather,
Indonesia's search and res-
cue agency said. The search
for the remaining passen-
gers is ongoing. The ferry
was travelling from
Surabaya to the South
Kalimantan city of
Banjarmasin and was last
reported to be about 150km
(93 miles) south of
Banjarmasin around 02:00
local time on Sunday (18:00
GMT on Saturday).
Authorities received the ini-
tial distress report at 04:10
from the vessel's operator PT
Virgo. The ship left
Surabaya at 10:33 on
Saturday and was scheduled
to arrive in Banjarmasin on
Sunday at 14:00, according to
data from two maritime
monitoring sites. A joint
task force involving
Indonesia's search and res-

cue agency, navy, maritime
police and other parties has
been set up for the rescue
effort. Ships and a helicopter
have been deployed to the
scene, with 280 personnel
taking part in the rescue
operation. All vessels in the
area of the Java Sea have
been alerted to report any
signs of passengers. An oper-
ations post to handle the
accident was set up in the
Trisakti Port area on
Sunday morning. At a news
conference at the port in the
afternoon, Transport
Minister Dudy
Purwagandhi said the inci-
dent will be investigated by
Indonesia's National
Transport Safety

Committee. There are 213
passengers and 30 crew
members on board. Of these,
130 people are still missing.
Rusmilawati, a resident of
Banjarmasin, went to the
port to seek information
about eight relatives who
were passengers on the ship.
They were travelling back to
Banjarmasin after visiting
the tombs of several Islamic
scholars in Java. "They flew
there initially, but for the
return journey they wanted
to try travelling by ship," she
told BBC Indonesia. As of
Sunday afternoon local time,
Rusmilawati said she had
not received any informa-
tion from officials about
whether her relatives had

been rescued. The family last
heard from one of the rela-
tives through a WhatsApp
status update. In the post, the
relative wrote: "The waves
are really frightening
tonight. Or is this just what
it's normally like travelling
by ship, rocking and crash-
ing against the waves?"
"Hopefully they're safe,"
Rusmilawati said.
Meanwhile, Misnah broke
down in tears after learning
that her husband, Ahmad
Supandi, had survived.
Ahmad, a freight driver, had
been aboard Virgo Transport
8 and was later rescued by
the vessel MV Haida. At
Tanjung Perak Port in
Surabaya, relatives of crew
members have also been
seeking information about
their loved ones. One rela-
tive, Fredy, said his youngest
sibling, Stevie Manuhua,
worked aboard the vessel as
a keyboard player, entertain-
ing passengers. "We spoke
two days ago when the ship
was docked in Surabaya.
After that, there was no news
until now," Fredy said. He
said he had still not received
any information about his
sibling's whereabouts.

This weekend, some of the
most powerful people in the
world gathered in Delhi
around a vast circular table.
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced
that together, the leaders
next to him should increas-
ingly become "rule-shapers",
not "rule-takers". Among
those listening were mem-
bers of the Brics group,
including Chinese President
Xi Jinping, Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
Iran's President Masoud
Pezeshkian, Abu Dhabi's
Crown Prince Sheikh Khaled
bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan and South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa.
These are hardly natural
allies. They have histories of
border disputes and even
military confrontations.
India and China engaged in a
deadly clash along their dis-
puted border in 2020. Iran
and the UAE have been on
opposing ends of the war in
the Middle East, with Tehran
launching missiles and
drones at its fellow Brics
member as the conflict sent
shockwaves across global
economies. The fact that
India was able to gather
these leaders together in per-
son is a feat in and of itself
and testament to its diplo-
matic reach. The weekend
also provided a platform for
countries to reassess their
relationships in light of the
Iran war. But agreeing on
what a new global order
should look like and achiev-
ing clear, tangible outcomes
was a much harder task, and

that tension ran through this
weekend's summit. A coun-
terweight to Western influ-
ence For members such as
China, Russia and Iran, Brics
offers a vehicle to dilute the
influence of the US and west-
ern Europe. But India has
been reluctant to cast Brics
as an anti-Western bloc.
Modi himself said at the sum-
mit that the group is "not
against anyone". That dis-
tinction matters for Delhi,
which wants to preserve its
relationships with nations at
odds with each other. "There
are countries in the grouping
which would like it to
become anti-western, but it is
not that," says Anil
Trigunayat, a veteran Indian
diplomat and former ambas-
sador. What India has

achieved, in his view, is a
push for "strategic autonomy
in an era of war" and initia-
tives to "enhance greater col-
laboration amongst them-
selves". Inside the joint decla-
ration The summit succeed-
ed in delivering a joint decla-
ration when divisions among
members have rarely been so
glaring. Twice earlier this
year, meetings between
Brics ministers had failed to
produce a joint statement.
This time a consensus was
reached, but by side-stepping
issues that members sharply
disagree on, with few solu-
tions. The "New Delhi
Declaration" was adopted on
the first day of the summit.
But what is striking is what
it doesn't say.  On the war in
the Middle East, the declara-

tion urges "maximum
restraint". It also condemns
"attacks on civilian infra-
structure and peaceful
nuclear facilities" but assigns
no blame. It reiterates sup-
port for a two-state solution,
opposes forced displacement
of Palestinians or actions
that could "legitimise or pro-
long occupation", framing it
carefully around existing UN
resolutions. It makes no men-
tion at all of Russia's war in
Ukraine, a departure from
previous Brics declarations.
There is similar caution on
trade. It lists concerns over
"indiscriminate rising tariffs"
and condemns unilateral
sanctions but stops short of
naming the US, and is likely
to avoid Washington's ire.
Trump shadow looms large

over Brics as Modi hosts
Putin and Xi in Delhi Several
Brics members would have
been loath to draw President
Donald Trump's anger, as he
has previously called the
group's proposals, including
potentially linking central-
bank digital currencies for
cross-border trade, "anti-
American". "Not mentioning
any country by name, even as
they condemned the conflict
in the Middle East, bears the
hallmark of India," says
Praveen Donthi, senior ana-
lyst at the International Crisis
Group. "I was pleasantly sur-
prised that there was a strong
reference to tariffs, because
India could have wanted to be
less direct about it, but per-
haps this was a chance to con-
vey their displeasure.

"I used to have complete
faith in our country," says
Lyubov. The last time she
spoke to her mother was a
day after Ukrainian forces
broke into Russia's Kursk
region more than two years
ago. Now she feels "resentful
towards the [Russian] state",
in a country where most
people avoid criticising the
full-scale invasion
unleashed on Ukraine in
February 2022. The local
governor says more than 300
Russians are still missing in
Kursk region, but no-one
really knows the true figure.
Lyubov says she tried to per-
suade her mother to leave
her village in the Sudzha
area, but blames Russian
state TV "propaganda" for
her refusal to listen. Some
2,000 people remained in the
settlements captured by
Ukraine's military, Russian
authorities estimate. "The
state channels were con-
vincing viewers that 'every-
thing is under control: two
or three days, and it'll be just
as it was before'," she recalls.
She still fails to understand
why Russian authorities
could not stop Ukrainian
soldiers storming two bor-
der checkpoints in August
2024, taking around 40 pris-
oners and bombing a convoy
carrying Russian soldiers.
Within six days they had
overrun more than 777 sq
km (300 sq miles) of Russian
territory, as Ukraine's mili-
tary sought to divert
Russian forces away from
their front-line offensive.
For most of the next eight
months, mobile and internet
links were down. Russia's
foreign ministry repeatedly
accused Ukraine of war

crimes against civilians:
allegations rejected in Kyiv
as completely unfounded.
Nearly 200 Russians sent a
letter to Ukraine's President
Volodymyr Zelensky,
Russia's President Vladimir
Putin and the United
Nations, asking them to
organise a humanitarian
corridor to evacuate civil-
ians. It never happened and,
by late autumn, battles
raged as Russian forces
sought to retake the territo-
ry. Lyubov and others who
had lost contact with their
loved ones began to form
groups. One resident, whose
family friends had also
stayed behind, began com-
piling a list of people she
saw on videos published by
the Ukrainian military and
journalists. Then she began
detailing those believed to
have died and where they
were buried. "At first, in a
panic, you try to do some-
thing – anything – to find
some sort of information,"
she said. "Taking action
brings a certain sense of
relief, and that's how you

can cope with the stress."
Soon about 1,000 names
were on the list. Lyubov
wrote to the Red Cross and
Kursk interior ministry
appealing for help, but had
no response. Early in 2025,
Russia's human rights com-
missioner published a list of
517 Kursk residents report-
ed missing. The list mixed
up names of the missing
with those who were search-
ing for them, and the fami-
lies said it was like a "slap in
the face". "Publishing some-
thing like this is the height
of incompetence and a lack
of basic respect for people,"
said one young woman
whose parents had gone
missing, in a video shared
online. Heavy fighting had
been reported in late 2024 in
the village of Darino, where
Lyubov and mother were
from, and authorities said
that 90% of it had been
destroyed. The Russian mil-
itary regained control of the
village and then began evac-
uating those who had sur-
vived, and the bodies of
those who had not. 

SIX DEAD, 107 RESCUED FROM INDONESIAN
FERRY THAT WENT MISSING IN JAVA SEA

Iran war reshapes Brics ties
but also exposes divisions

RUSSIANS SEEK ANSWERS OVER
HUNDREDS MISSING AFTER
UKRAINE'S 2024 INCURSION

An Afghan woman living in
Texas with legal US perma-
nent residency has been
deported from the country
in the first-ever use of a
secretive court. Nazira Haji
Zada, 47, chose to leave the
US rather than continue to
argue her case before the
Alien Terrorist Removal
Court, according to the US
Department of Justice
(DOJ) and her lawyers. The
Alien Terrorist Removal
Court was created in 1996,
but had never heard a case
before the proceedings in
July. It is meant for non-US
citizens facing terrorism-
related charges when the
evidence is confidential and
related to national security.
Lawyers for Haji Zada
argued that the case violat-
ed her right to due process
under the US Constitution.
Afghanistan citizen Haji

Zada was never charged
with a crime, but prosecu-
tors had tried and convicted
her son and son-in-law for
terror offenses. Her son,
Abdullah Haji Zada, and
son-in-law, Nasir Ahmad
Tawhed, were both found
guilty of a plot to carry out a
mass shooting on Election
Day in 2024, inspired by the
group calling itself Islamic
State. Haji Zada, who has

been living in Fort Worth,
Texas, was accused by pros-
ecutors of being the "matri-
arch" of the group, who had
worked "to radicalize the
family". In a statement on
Friday, the justice depart-
ment said she "conceded
that she is an alien terrorist
and waived appeal of the
removal order, terminating
her previous [immigration]
status". "This landmark

case, resulting in the
prompt removal of this
alien terrorist to her coun-
try of origin, is a win for
national security and the
rule of law," said US
Attorney General Todd
Blanche. "Those who sup-
port and condone terrorism
should not be living in the
United States, and this first-
ever case before the ATRC
shows how the Department
will use every tool at its dis-
posal to protect our coun-
try." Court-appointed
lawyers for Haji Zada said
they were denied access to
the evidence in her case.
"Our client's choice to con-
sent to removal should not
be seen as an endorsement
of this court's legitimacy,"
public defenders Matthew
Farley and Mary Manning
Petras said in a statement to
The Washington Post. 

AFGHAN WOMAN DEPORTED FROM US IN
FIRST USE OF 'ALIEN TERRORIST' COURT

At least 16 elderly residents
have died in a fire at a nurs-
ing home in Chile, according
to authorities. Ten others
were evacuated after a blaze
broke out at El Edén home in
/idt2/d9cfcc9a-2842-463f-
a4d8-4dd007ef9547, around
640km (400 miles) south of
the capital Santiago, on
Friday evening. Jorge
Granada, a prosecutor lead-
ing the case, said it was not
clear at this stage what
caused the incident. Chile's
President José Antonio Kast
said he had ordered a review
into the condition of nursing
homes across the country.
"We will fully collaborate
with the justice system to
clarify what happened,
determine where failures

may have existed in over-
sight or prevention, identify
what alerts were raised and
what actions were taken in
response to them," Kast said.
"We need to know the truth
and, based on that, correct
whatever is necessary to do
everything possible to pre-
vent a tragedy like this from
happening again," thre pres-
ident added. The fire, which
began at around 22:30 (01:30
GMT) was finally put out on
Saturday morning. On
Saturday, firefighters were
still clearing debris and
removing collapsed corru-
gated metal roofing. Police
cordoned off the area for
safety. "It is a situation that
fills our souls with great sor-
row and pain. 

FIRE AT NURSING HOME
IN CHILE KILLS

16 RESIDENTS

Theirs is a story straight
out of a Bollywood film.
Two Indian-born women in
their 40s, adopted as babies
by different families and
raised near each other in
the Netherlands, have now
discovered they are biologi-
cal sisters. Meena Geltink
and Minal Tijssen, born in
the early 1980s, were adopt-
ed from two different
orphanages in the western
Indian city of Mumbai with-
in months of their birth.
When they first met in their
early teens at an event host-
ed by the adoption agency
their parents had used, they
were struck by the uncanny
similarities in their appear-
ance and mannerisms.
Meena, now 43, remembers

the day clearly. "All the
adopted children were
brought together to hang
out and bond and have din-
ner." Both Meena and
Minal were with friends
who noticed how similar
they looked. "They said,
'Look at yourselves in the
mirror'. "And I was like, 'Oh
my God, she has my nose!
We have the same laugh'.
"At dinner, I kept looking at
her the whole time," Meena
told the BBC from her home
in the Netherlands. The fol-
lowing day, the girls
exchanged telephone num-
bers and addresses and
promised to keep in touch.
Even though there was no
indication they were relat-
ed by blood.

BEST FRIENDS FOR DECADES -
UNTILA DNA TEST REVEALED

THEY WERE SISTERS

Only Roland Garros towel left, says Ukraine tennis player after Russian strike hits flat
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Denied the his-
toric opportu-
nity to com-
plete a hat-
trick of US
Open titles
in the
women 's
s i n g l e s
final on

Saturday,
A r y n a

Sabalenka was expectedly
in a bad mood after the
defeat. Elena Rybakina
emerged as the clear win-
ner, beating the defending
US Open champion 6-4, 5-7,
6-2 in the decider. The man-
ner in which the title-
decider unfolded was
understandably hard for

Sabalenka to take, and
she let her emotions

known on the court.
The Belarusian
was spotted
smashing her rac-
quet after
Rybakina secured
the champi-

onship-winning
point. Later,

Sabalenka also yelled at a
cameraperson who was try-
ing to capture her emotions
after the defeat. Sabalenka,
denied a third consecutive
US Open title by Rybakina,
was also toppled from the
world number one spot she
had held for 99 weeks. Her
disappointment was obvi-
ous. The 28-year-old, howev-
er, didn't sulk for long. In
the post-match chat, said
that she is determined to
comeback stronger, having
learned a lot from the tour-
nament and her defeat to
Rybakina in the final. "I
think overall I should be
happy with the level I
played, and there's lots of

things to take from this
tournament," she said.
Sabalenka had nothing to
complain, as far as support-
ers are concerned. She laud-
ed the support she received
in the matches at the US
Open, she it made her feel
as if she was an American.
"As experience shows, I
only come back stronger,
and all of these lessons this
season definitely already
made me stronger, but defi-
nitely going to motivate me
for the next year to do (a)
better job." "It felt amazing,"
Sabalenka said. "Actually,
at some point I felt like, 'Oh,
my God, I feel American.' I
just wish I could, you know,

win it and feel the support
even more." Sabalenka has
also set a new challenge for
Rybakina, asking her to try
and build a similarly domi-
nant run that saw her
remain world no. 1 for 99
weeks. "I think anyway
when you go out there, you
have target on your back.
Doesn't matter if you are
No. 1, No. 2, 3, 4, whatever it
is. "I'll just keep working
hard and keep improving
my tennis, my level.
Hopefully I will win some
more tournaments," she
said. "Ninety-nine? Well,
that's amazing," she said.
"Let's see if Elena can beat
me in that."

Aryna Sabalenka Smashes Racquet, Yells At Cameraperson
In Epic Meltdown After US Open Final Defeat

Through the course of her
career, Smriti Mandhana
has become the face of
women's cricket and one of
the flagbearers of Indian
cricket on the global stage.
Mandhana recently
achieved the record of
being the player with the
most runs in women's inter-
national cricket. But her
highs have also been mixed
with some lows, be it on or
off the field. However, in a
recent interview,
Mandhana revealed that
she does not like to dwell on
anything for more than 30
minutes, and said that she
does not relate herself to
sadness. "I don't relate
myself to crying or sadness.
I don't know why, it's very
weird, but there would be
people around me crying
about something, and I
would have an extremely
practical approach to that,"
Mandhana said, speaking
on Raj Shamani's 'Figuring
Out' podcast. When asked
whether Mandhana does
cry herself, the Indian
cricket superstar revealed
that she does so at times,
but mostly when she's by

herself or around people
she is comfortable with.
"Maybe (in) bathrooms
sometimes... bathrooms
and showers sometimes,
and maybe in front of one or
two people," she revealed.
When asked when was the
last time Mandhana cried,
she gave an interesting
response. "I cry for movies.
I don't cry for my real life. If
I watch a movie, I cry. I was
watching 'Musafir Cafe' and
it got me happy-emotional
and I cried. That's the last
time I cried," she said.
Mandhana also revealed
the cricket-related
moments that left her feel-
ing down. "In a bathroom
sometimes, while taking a
shower. Some matches hurt
you. Dubai (T20 World Cup
2024) really hurt me. This
World Cup (T20 World Cup
2026) we couldn't make the
semis, that hurt me. I didn't
necessarily cry, but it hurt
me," Mandhana revealed.
Much like in 2026, India had
also failed to make the semi-
finals at the Women's T20
World Cup 2024, which was
held at the United Arab
Emirates (UAE).

SMRITI MANDHANA
OPENS UP ON 'CRYING',

MAKES BIG REVELATION
ON PERSONAL LIFE

Seasoned KL Rahul could be
named India's vice-captain
for the upcoming three-
match ODI series against the
West Indies, starting
September 27. India, to be led
by Shubman Gill, will begin
the ODI campaign against
the Caribbeans in
Thiruvananthapuram ,
while the remaining two
matches will be held in
Guwahati (September 30)
and Mullanpur (October 3).
The team for the West Indies
series, along with the Irani
Cup squad, is scheduled to be
picked on September 16, a
day after the second T20I
against Afghanistan. The
meeting will be attended by
chairman of selectors Ajit
Agarkar. Interestingly, this
selection meeting will be
Agarkar's last assignment in
his stipulated contract peri-
od, which ends on October 4.
He is eligible for a one-year
extension, but as of now, the
BCCI has been tight-lipped
about his future. It is under-
stood that with the Asian
Games coinciding with the
ODI series against the West
Indies, regular 50-over vice-

captain Shreyas Iyer will not
be available as he will be in
Japan leading the T20 squad.
With Ishan Kishan also on
Asian Games duty, there will
be a debate over the second
wicketkeeper's slot behind
Rahul. The choice is between
Rishabh Pant and Dhruv
Jurel. "It is a choice between
Pant and Jurel. Obviously,
the head coach's and cap-
tain's points of view will be
important," a BCCI source
privy to selection matters
told PTI. It is understood that
if Pant is not selected as the
second keeper, he would lead

the Rest of India side in the
Irani Cup against Jammu
and Kashmir in Srinagar. If
Pant is picked for India, then
Jurel might lead the Rest of
India. He recently led India A
in Sri Lanka. No seam-bowl-
ing all-rounder on the hori-
zon The national selectors
might have a tough time
picking a seam-bowling all-
rounder for the ODIs unless
Hardik Pandya is declared
fit. Hardik, who has been
picked for India A, is expect-
ed to be fit to play competi-
tive white-ball cricket from
September 20.

Under the chandeliers of The Grand
in Vasant Kunj, two fighters in tradi-
tional Thai headbands moved
through the Wai Kru, the slow, ritu-
al dance every Muay Thai bout
begins with, a bow to teachers,
ancestors, and parents, performed
centuries before anyone in the room
was born. It was a strange thing to
watch in a New Delhi ballroom. It
was also, in a sense, the whole point.
The event was billed as "Unboxing
the Spirit of Muay Thai", and it
marked the formal launch of Tero
India's push to plant Thailand's
national sport in Indian soil. What
was actually being unveiled was an
experiment: can a 700-year-old com-
bat discipline become a mainstream
Indian sport, the way cricket did, the
way kabaddi is trying to? The Pitch:
Not A Launch, A Birth Chandrakant
Singh (CK to almost everyone) is try-
ing to answer that question. As MD
and CEO of Tero India, and a partner
at parent company Tero
Entertainment, he has spent the past
month launching not one but two
sports in the country, starting with
3x3 basketball and now Muay Thai.
On being asked how much money is
going into promoting Muay Thai in

India, he told NDTV, "It is not driven
by money, it's not driven by business
or profit value... It is driven by how
you make this a culture in India. The
moment you're able to do that, the
money value and the investment
becomes a secondary part of it."
Pretty much what Ravi Kishan has
taught us all (through reels), always
build a brand yourself first; money
follows (my brother). The culture of
Muay Thai, CK explained, gets built
in three ways. Through competition:
events and matches that put the
sport in front of people, but that peo-

ple watch and walk away from with-
out it becoming part of their lives.
The other way is through gyms: a
physical space that turns Muay Thai
from an occasional spectacle into a
daily habit. And the most effective
way is making it a part of everyone's
childhood, folding the sport into
school academies, the way physical
training is already taught in schools,
so that children grow up thinking of
it not as combat but as self-defence.
"If we map these three things, we can
make any sport popular," he said.
"We can commercialise any sport.

We can take any sport to a good
level, to an international level.
That's the invention." For now, the
rollout stays deliberately small: one
academy each in Delhi and Mumbai
to start. CK doesn't call it a pilot, he
calls it a launch. "You come to know
more about your product when you
launch it," he said. While Tero was
still drawing up its three-stage India
plan on paper, Priya Vats was
already living it, years ahead of the
infrastructure now being built
around her. Vats became the first
Indian woman to fight at Bangkok's
storied Lumpinee Boxing Stadium,
competing on sponsorship in a sport
that, back home, barely had a name.
Her route there was neither short
nor linear. She entered combat
sports in 2012 through an MMA real-
ity show, then spent two years in a
private-sector job, training as an
amateur Muay Thai fighter on the
side, squeezing fight camps around a
career that had nothing to do with
fighting. In 2019, she travelled to
Thailand with an MMA team and
tried out for Muay Thai instead,
staying on to train there for three
years before the pandemic forced
her back to India. 

AJIT AGARKAR'S 'FINAL' SELECTION
MEETING MAY HAND KL RAHUL

BIGGER LEADERSHIP ROLE

Former India cricketer and
renowned commentator Ravi
Shastri praised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the
BRICS Summit. The 18th
BRICS Summit is being held
under India's chairship on
September 12-13 with the
theme “Building for
Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and
Sustainability”. Shastri shared
a post on X in which Prime
Minister Modi was planting a
sapling alongside Chinese
President Xi Jinping and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin at Bharat Mandapam,
the venue for the two-day sum-
mit. “Never felt prouder as an
Indian. President Putin.
President Xi. And our
Magnificent Prime Minister
Narendra Modi together in
Mother India. International

diplomacy like never before.
Take a Bow. Modi Ji.” The
final day of the New Delhi
BRICS Summit will see partici-
pation of BRICS members and
partners in an open session
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also slated to hold bilater-
al meetings with leaders from
seven countries on Sunday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is scheduled to meet with
leaders of South Africa,
Kazakhstan, Philippines,
Egypt and Burundi, Uganda
and Nigeria. PM Modi will
meet South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa on the side-
lines of BRICS Summit. South
Africa has been a core part of

BRICS. President Cyril
Ramaphosa attended the
BRICS session on ‘Inclusive
Global Governance &
Strengthening Multilateralism'
on Saturday and visited the
‘Bharat Innovates' exposition
in New Delhi. Earlier, on
Saturday, BRICS leaders unan-
imously adopted the New Delhi
Declaration 2026, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
describing the outcome as a
reflection of a BRICS that is
“wider in reach and stronger in
purpose”. The grouping cur-
rently comprises 11 members --
Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia,
India, Indonesia, Iran, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa and
the UAE -- along with 10 part-
ner countries: Nigeria, Belarus,
Bolivia, Cuba, Kazakhstan,
Malaysia, Thailand, Uganda,
Uzbekistan and Vietnam. 

The spotlight turns to Old
Trafford today as
Manchester City look to
claim bragging rights
against Manchester United
in another blockbuster
Manchester Derby, with one
of English football's fiercest
rivalries set to take centre
stage. Manchester City
defender Rúben Dias dis-
cussed the team's positive
start to the season, adapting
to new tactical ideas and the
importance of maintaining
their standards as they pre-
pare for a high-octane clash
against Manchester United.
Speaking in an interview
shared by JioStar,
Manchester City defender
Rúben Dias opened about
the positive start to the sea-
son: "The start to the new
season has been very posi-
tive. A lot of things have
changed, but in the end, not

that much. "There's a new
energy around the place, and
it feels good. Enzo has his
specific ideas about how he
sees the game, both offen-
sively and defensively. But
overall, it's still very much
the game we were used to
playing. We still dominate
possession, which is our
main characteristic. In that
sense, there's a bit of conti-
nuity even though things are
different. The main thing is

that everyone is buying into
the new ideas. We're work-
ing hard on the training
pitch to understand the
details. The early results
this season have been
encouraging, and the confi-
dence is building. It's about
staying consistent and con-
tinuing to improve game by
game." On the significant
turnover in players this
summer: "There are always
new faces coming in and oth-

ers moving on and this sum-
mer transfer window saw
more departures than usual,
but it's a cycle. Every new
person who arrives comes
here for the same reason we
all did in the first place. That
is to win and to reach the
top. What matters is how
quickly everyone settles in
and understands what is
expected. The standards
here don't change, no matter
who is in the building. We
have a strong group, and the
new players have adapted
well. The goal remains the
same, and we are all pulling
in the same direction." On
being one of the last remain-
ing members from the club's
previous leadership group:
"Time goes quick, and you
have got to enjoy it while it
lasts because the time that I
have spent at Man City is the
best thing in the world. 

A Sport Is Born: Inside The Bold Bet
To Make India Fall For Muay Thai

"Lifting This US Open Trophy Means A

Lot To Me": Elena Rybakina

lena Rybakina
capped off a remark-
able year by defeating

two-time defending cham-
pion Aryna Sabalenka in
the final to clinch her maid-
en US Open title, her sec-
ond Grand Slam of the
year, after rising to the
World No. 1 ranking. Elena
Rybakina reflected on
what the US Open title
means to her, the physical
and mental challenges she
overcame, and how she
found solutions through-
out the tournament.
Speaking in an interview
shared by JioStar, Elena
Rybakina weighed in on
where this US Open tri-
umph ranks in her career.
"I would put this moment
right at the top. So many
things have happened in
the past couple of weeks. 

E

Scottish League Cup: Ibrox roars as Neil

arcs in Rangers' third over Celtic

Manchester United vs Manchester CityBRICS SUMMIT: RAVI SHASTRI'S "NEVER BEFORE"
POST FOR PM NARENDRA MODI IS PURE GOLD
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resented by GSR
Creations and co-
presented by Sky

Flare Networks, ‘Mugguru
Kothulu’ is being produced
by Shobha Rani Garimella
and directed by Kartik
Garimella . The film fea-
tures Teja Kondapally,
Ganesh Bodda and
Devansh in key roles, while
Varshika Pasam plays the
female lead. The film’s first-
look poster and the
‘Mugguru Kothulu’ title
song, along with the promo-
tional content released so
far, have created good
interest among the audi-
ence. As part of the musical
promotions, the songs
released so far have

received a positive
response.
Recently, the ‘Chillara
Song’ from the film was
launched by Attitude Star
Chandrahas. On the occa-
sion, he conveyed his best
wishes to the entire team of
‘Mugguru Kothulu’ and
wished the film great suc-
cess. The song, titled
‘Chillara Song’, features
catchy lyrics, vocals and
composition by S. Suhas.
Written jointly by Ganesh
Bodda and S. Suhas, the
song is sure to appeal to
audiences. The lyrical
video, featuring the three
lead actors having fun and
chilling together, is a spe-
cial attraction.

r. Rajendra Prasad,
Prithviraj, Kedar
S h a n k a r ,

M a n i c h a n d a n a ,
Annapurnamma, Sunny
Akhil, Virat, Sai Praneeth,
Sreelu, Pratyusha and
Rehana play the lead roles
in ‘Pithapuram Lo... Ala
Modalaindi’, directed by
renowned filmmaker
Mahesh Chandra, known
for ‘Preyasi Raave’. The film
is jointly produced by
Dundigalla Balakrishna,
Akula Suresh Patel and
F.M. Murali (Godari
Kittayya) under Mahesh
Chandra Cinema Team and
Ever Green Epic Cinema.
Leading production house
Prime Show Entertainment
will be releasing the film
worldwide on September 18.
A grand pre-release event
was held in Hyderabad on
Saturday night. Popular
actor Suman unveiled the
film’s teaser at the event.
Speaking on the occasion,
Suman said:
“I have shared an associa-
tion with Chandra Mahesh
for more than 25 years. He is
a wonderful director who
has great clarity in his
work. I wish ‘Pithapuram
Lo... Ala Modalaindi’ a
grand success. I believe this
film, made with fresh con-
tent and a new subject, will
appeal to everyone.”
Popular producer
Chadalavada Srinivasa Rao
said:
“Chandra Mahesh is a tal-
ented and deserving direc-
tor, and also a very good per-
son. I wish him great suc-
cess with this film. Chandra
Mahesh is a director who
always thinks about the
interests of producers. I

hope such a fine filmmaker
continues to make many
more films. It is happy to see
Chaitanya Reddy releasing
this movie. Everyone associ-
ated with ‘Pithapuram Lo...
Ala Modalaindi’ should
earn a good name through
this film. I wish the movie a
great success.”
Prasanna Kumar said:
“Chandra Mahesh is a very
good person. He has worked
extremely hard to make this
film. I wish the producers
Dundigalla Balakrishna,
Akula Suresh Patel and
F.M. Murali good profits. I
hope this family-oriented
film becomes a big success.”
Dr. Rajendra Prasad said:
“In my 49-year film career,
the greatest fortune I have
had is the wonderful roles
that came my way. Right
here at Prasad Labs Preview
Theatre, legendary director
K. Viswanath garu watched
the preview of ‘Aa
Naluguru’ and appreciated
me saying, ‘I was looking to
see whether you would
appear anywhere in the film

other than the character of
Raghuram. I couldn’t find
you anywhere.’ C.
Narayana Reddy garu also
gave me the title
‘Natakireeti’, saying that I
made audiences laugh with
one eye and cry with the
other.
“That was not because of my
greatness. It was the great-
ness of those characters and
the greatness of the people
who created them. Being
fortunate enough to get such
roles is a blessing from God.
“If you were to seat a
Hollywood actor here in this
theatre and show him
‘Ladies Tailor’ in the morn-
ing and ‘Aa Naluguru’ in the
evening, he would ask, ‘Who
is this artist? And who is
that artist?’ This entire for-
tune came to me because of
those roles.
“I already knew what kind
of director Chandra Mahesh
is. When he narrated this
story to me, I immediately
understood the depth of my
character. This film will
show the world what

Chandra Mahesh is capable
of. He endured many hard-
ships and challenges to
make this film.
“The content of this movie
will connect with Telugu
people across the world
because it is a story that
exists in every household.
Every audience member
who watches this film will
go and speak highly of it to
at least ten others.
“My heartfelt thanks to
Chandra Mahesh. Even the
artistes were moved to tears
during the climax scene.
That is the level of emotion
in the film. At the same
time, the movie also has all
the commercial elements
that this generation will
enjoy.
“As a senior actor, I fold my
hands and request every-
one: please go to the theatre
and watch a good film.”
Telangana Chamber
Secretary Anantha Giri
said: “The moment I saw the
title ‘Pithapuram Lo... Ala
Modalaindi’, I felt that the
film would be a hit. I wish

the movie a grand success.”
Director Mahesh Chandra
said:
“I have put my heart and
soul into ‘Pithapuram Lo...
Ala Modalaindi’. The film
has shaped up wonderfully.
I thank all my artistes who
supported me throughout
this journey. Every one of
them lived their respective
roles. The film has come out
very well and I am confident
that it will definitely become
a hit.
“I request everyone to
watch the film with their
families. It will certainly
appeal to everyone. Family-
oriented films are doing well
at present, and audiences
always encourage good cine-
ma. Among all the films I
have made, ‘Pithapuram
Lo... Ala Modalaindi’ will
stand on another level.”
Director Ram Prasad said:
“‘Pithapuram Lo... Ala
Modalaindi’ is coming with
a strong family sentiment.
Films like this should be
watched in theatres. I wish
the movie a great success.”

journey that feels different
for each person.. In 'Happy
Journey', the same idea is
shown interestingly
through the lives and expe-
riences of seven women. In
this story that revolves
around the lives of seven
women, Annapurnamma,
Aamani, Anchor Jhansi,
Payal Radhakrishna,
Jinisha Alisetty, Rupa
Srinivas, and Sunaina are
playing the lead roles.
Prithvi Dandamudi,
Vamsi, and Ravi Shiva

Teja play key supporting
roles. Abhiram Naidu is
making his directorial
debut with the film 'Happy
Journey', which is being
produced by Balaji Gutta
and Kaushik Reddy under
the banners of Gutta
Productions and
Kamalakar Film
Corporation, while Tarun
Reddy is acting as a co-pro-
ducer. Today, the makers
launched the theatrical
trailer of the film. The
trailer begins with seven

women embarking on a
trip to Europe with the
help of a tourist guide.
Each has their own story,
problems, personality, and
outlook on life. They begin
the journey with the inten-
tion of enjoying their time
together. However, due to
their different personali-
ties, differences and con-
flicts soon begin to arise
between them. As the jour-
ney continues, they begin
to understand each other
and eventually form a

strong and beautiful bond.
The story of women of dif-
ferent ages and back-
grounds meeting on the
same journey seems to be
an interesting element. Set
against the backdrop of
beautiful European loca-
tions, the film explores
relationships, emotions,
personal experiences, and
the unexpected bonds that
form when completely dif-
ferent people share the
same journey. Director
Abhiram Naidu has bal-
anced humor and emotion
well, as can be seen from
the trailer.
Annapurnamma, Aamani,
Anchor Jhansi, Payal
Radhakrishna, Jinisha
Alisetty, Rupa Srinivas,
and Sunaina showed dif-
ferent personalities and
emotions in their roles.
While each character has a
special importance in the
story, the actors brought
naturalness and charm to
their roles. Prithvi
Dandamudi, Vamsi, Ravi
Shiva Teja Paila
impressed with their roles.

‘MUGGURU KOTHULU’ ‘CHILLARA SONG’
RELEASED BY ATTITUDE STAR CHANDRAHAS

Pithapuram Lo... Ala Modalaindi’ Will Be a Grand
Success with Its Fresh Subject and New Content

Gutta Production & Kamalakar Film Corporation launch
refreshing trailer of 'Happy Journey' with fun, emotions

he shoot for
R a s h m i k a
Mandanna's charac-

ter, Jayamma, in the highly
anticipated pan-India film
Ranabaali has officially
been completed. Marking
the occasion, the makers
released an emotional video
from the sets in which the
entire team bids a heartfelt
farewell to Rashmika after
she wrapped up filming for
her role. Ranabaali stars
Vijay Deverakonda and
Rashmika Mandanna in the

lead roles, with Rashmika
playing the pivotal charac-
ter of Jayamma. The emo-
tional send-off video reflects
the strong bond the actress
shared with the cast and
crew during the making of
the film. 
Directed by Rahul
Sankrityan, Ranabaali is
presented by T-Series and
produced on a massive
scale by Naveen Yerneni
and Y. Ravi Shankar under
the Mythri Movie Makers
banner. The film is based on

real historical incidents
that took place during
British rule between 1854
and 1878, set against a rich
19th-century backdrop.
Carrying huge expectations
across India, Ranabaali is
all set for a grand world-
wide theatrical release on
October 16, coinciding with
the Vijayadashami festival.
The recently released teaser
has received a phenomenal
response and is currently
trending at the No. 1 spot on
YouTube.

Rashmika Mandanna Wraps Up
Jayamma's Shoot in Ranabaali; Team
Gives Her an Emotional Send-Off
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