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Essence of the South

OM NAMO
VENKATESAYA

11-09 - 2026

Total pilgrims : 72,408
Tonsures : 28,691

Hundi kanukalu : 4.39 CR
Laddu sale... 4.58 Lac
Annaprasadam.. 2.53Lac
Ashwini hospital..4,039
Present Situation

on 12-09-2026: Waiting
Compartments... 31

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam
(with out SSD Tokens).18 H.

SCAN FOR
E-PAPER

OM NAMO
VENKATESAYA

17-09-2026

Total pilgrims :68,265

Tonsures : 26,959
Hundikanukalu:: 416 CR

Laddu sale.. 321 Lac
Annaprasadam.].72 Lac
Ashwini hospital. 3572

Present Situation on 18-09-2026:
Waiting Compartments..31

Approx, Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam
(with out SSD Tokens). 15 H.

I ED arrests accused
in TTD ghee case

Hyderabad (TSIT) : The Directorate of
Enforcement (ED), Hyderabad Zonal
Office, has arrested Kailash Chand
Mangla in connection with the
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD)
ghee adulteration case. Kailash
Chand Mangla, promoter of Sukriti
Foods Pvt. Ltd., was arrested on
Thursday under Section 19 of the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002. He was produced
before the Special Court (PMLA),
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh,
which remanded him to judicial custo-
dy, the central agency said in a
release on Friday. The ED initiated the
investigation based on an FIR regis-
tered at Tirupati East Police Station,
alleging criminal conspiracy, cheating,
forgery, and corruption related to the
fraudulent supply of adulterated ghee
to TTD. Investigators revealed that
adulterated ghee was allegedly manu-
factured using refined palm oil, palm
kernel oil, palmolein, and various
chemicals, including MG-90, mono-
glycerides, Myvacet Soft 400, and
acetic acid ester.

For Website Visit @ epaper.thesouthindiatimes.com

Birthday wishes
pour in from

across the world
for PM Modi

NATION PAGE

World is looking
towards Hyderabad,
says CM Revanth

HYDERABAD (TSIT):

Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy said on
Friday that the world is
looking towards Hyderabad,
not just for investments and
business, but for knowledge,
skills, talent, innovation,
and the ideas that will shape
the future of the world.In a
post on X, the Chief Minister
said he met a delegation of
leading UK business schools
and universities to deepen
partnerships in executive

December,
Executive Education pro-
grammes will be offered in
Hyderabad, with collabora-
tions also underway with
MIT, Purdue, University of

education, research, global
skills,
demia collaboration.

and industry-aca-

He announced that from
Harvard

London, Virginia Tech and
Northeastern
University."Bharat Future
will take this vision further
- bringing together a world-
class Education Hub, Young
India Skills University,
global companies, cutting-
edge research and the talent
for the future.

Our goal is clear: make
Telangana a place where
the world comes to learn,
innovate and invest. $1
Trillion by 2034 | $3 Trillion
by 2047. That's our target..!!"

Earlier, the Chief Minister
announced that the world-
renowned Harvard
University will start an aca-
demic programme by offer-
ing executive education
courses to aspirants in
Hyderabad from December
2026.

During a meeting with a
delegation from UK busi-
ness schools on Thursday,
the Chief Minister stated
that the Telangana govern-
ment is taking rapid strides
toward transforming the
state into a 'Global
Knowledge Hub.'

Telangana HC disqualifies Danam
Nagender as Khairatabad MLA

= VERDICT PUTS OTHERS' DEFECTION CASES UNDER FRESH LEGAL SPOTLIGHT

HYDERABAD,
TSIT BUREAU:

The Telangana High
Court’s disqualification
of Khairatabad MLA
Danam Nagender has
implications well beyond
one Assembly seat, put-
ting the spotlight back on
the fate of nine other BRS
MLAs who crossed over
to the ruling Congress
after the 2023 Assembly
elections.

A Division Bench of
Chief Justice Aparesh
Kumar Singh and Justice
G. M. Mohiuddin on
Friday set aside Assembly
Speaker Gaddam Prasad
Kumar’s decision reject-
ing the disqualification
petition against Nagender
and held that he stood dis-
qualified from April 23,
2024, when he contested
the Secunderabad Lok
Sabha election as a
Congress candidate while
being a BRS MLA.

The court also declined
a request to keep the
order in abeyance to
enable Nagender to
appeal, citing the inter-
ests of the constituency.
It directed that copies of
the order be communicat-
ed to the Assembly
Secretary, Speaker and
Election Commission.

Nagender had won
Khairatabad on a BRS
ticket in December 2023.
He subsequently joined
the Congress and contest-
ed the Secunderabad Lok
Sabha election on its tick-
et without resigning his

Mamata Banerjee moves SC
challenging ECI order freezing
TMC name, symbol

NEW DELHI (TSIT) :
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
chief Mamata Banerjee has
moved the Supreme Court
challenging the Election
Commission of India’s (ECI)
decision to freeze the par-
ty’s name and its election
symbol amid the ongoing
dispute between rival fac-
tions.The plea, filed on
Friday, has been registered
under Diary No. 58005/2026,
with Mamata Banerjee as
the petitioner and the
Election Commission of
India, its Secretary and
rebel leader Ritabrata
Banerjee as respondents.
The plea comes a day
after the poll panel passed
an interim order barring
both the Mamata Banerjee-
led faction and the Ritabrata
Banerjee-led faction from

using the Trinamool
Congress name and its
reserved 'Flowers and
Grass' election symbol.

The ECI directed both
groups to submit alternative
names and symbols for the
upcoming by-elections. The
poll panel had said that there
were two rival groups claim-
ing to be the All India
Trinamool Congress and that
the dispute required a sub-
stantive determination under
Paragraph 15 of the Election
Symbols (Reservation and
Allotment) Order, 1968.

Assembly seat. BRS MLA
Padi Kaushik Reddy and
BJP Legislature Party
leader Aleti Maheshwar
Reddy challenged the
Speaker’s March 2026
decision rejecting the dis-

qualification plea.

Nine other
cases in focus

The immediate politi-
cal and legal significance
of Friday’s ruling lies in
the other defection peti-
tions pending before the
High Court. The Speaker
had rejected petitions
concerning a total of 10
BRS MLAs, and challeng-
es to those decisions have
been filed in the High
Court. Danam Nagender
ruling does not, by itself,
automatically determine
the outcome of those
cases. Each petition will
have to be considered on
its own facts and the
court’s orders in the

respective matters.
See More on Page 5
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India rejects Pakistan's
ship collision allegations

Islamabad sought to blame the INS Kolkata for the incident,
and lodged a protest with New Delhi.

NEW DELHI (TSIT):

India Friday rejected
Pakistan’s allegations on
the alarming incident in the
high seas where a Pakistani
naval ship dangerously col-

lided with INS Kolkata ear-
lier this week.
Islamabad sought to

blame the INS Kolkata for
the incident, and lodged a
protest with New Delhi.
Randhir Jaiswal, the offi-
cial spokesperson for the
Ministry of External
Affairs, underlined that the
Indian naval ship was on
“routine deployment”
before the PNS Hunain
“conducted itself in an
unacceptable and unprofes-
sional manner” that result-
ed in the collision.

“We have seen Pakistan’s
response to the protest we
had lodged. It is the usual
prevarication that we
expected. We reject the alle-
gations and insinuations
contained therein,” Jaiswal
said at a regular press brief-
ing. He added: “The danger-
ous overtaking manoeuvre

KTR appears
before court in
Formula E-car
race case

HYDERABAD (TSIT):
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) Working President
K.T. Rama Rao on Friday
appeared before the special
ACB Court here in the
Formula E-car
race case.
Rama Rao and
other accused
in the case per-
sonally
appeared in court in response
to the summons. Indian
Administrative Service offi-
cer Arvind Kumar and the
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Development Authority's for-
mer Chief Engineer B.L.N.
Reddy also appeared before
the court. The court later
adjourned the hearing in the
case to October 30. This is the
second time former minister
Rama Rao has appeared
before the court in the
Formula E-car race case.He
had earlier appeared on July
31 but had sought exemption
from personal appearance on
August 25.

Tulu to be second additional
official language: K'taka CM

MANGALURU (TSIT):
A special cabinet meeting
presided over by Chief
Minister D.K.
Shivakumar approved
projects worth Rs.32,611
crore, including granting
Tulu the status of 'second
additional official lan-
guage' for Udupi and
Dakshina Kannada dis-
tricts, the Coastal and
Malenad Karnataka
Tourism Policy 2026, and
a 150-acre fisheries park.
Shivakumar said
Rs.16,000 crore is allocat-
ed for rural development,
with the rest for coastal
districts. He recalled for-
mer Minister Ramanath
Rai first demanding
Tulu's recognition and
congratulated all who
worked towards it. A
decision on renaming

Dakshina Kannada to
Mangaluru will follow
public opinion. Other
approvals include a fish-
eries university, a Rs.549-
crore medical college in
Puttur, and plans to hold
cabinet meetings at 10-12
locations over 15 months.

Islamabad sought to
blame the INS
Kolkata for the

incident, and lodged
a protest with
New Delhi.

by PNS Hunain was in
gross violation of Article 10
of the Agreement between
India and Pakistan on
Advance Notice on Military
Exercises, Manoeuvres and
Troops Movements of April
1991, which specifies that
naval units at sea are not to
be within 3 nautical miles of
each other. In addition, the
Pakistani  ship also
infringed the International
Regulations for Preventing
Collisions at Sea.”

India urged Pakistan to
ensure all military units

“observe due care” and
respect the existing agree-
ments in place between
both countries to manage
such situations. The INS
Kolkata continued with
her deployment, and is
currently at sea. The inci-
dent occurred late
Tuesday evening in the
North Arabian Sea, when
the PNS Hunain collided
dangerously with the INS
Kolkata. The Pakistani
naval ship, built by
Damen Shipyards in
Romania, was commis-
sioned in July 2024.

The INS Kolkata issued
warnings to the approach-
ing Pakistani vessel.
Towards the end of the
encounter, the PNS Hunain
attempted a close-range
manoeuvre, which resulted
in the collision, as reported.
The Pakistani vessel suf-
fered a dent, and potentially
even a crack, thereby being
forced to return to harbour.
The PNS Hunain was
unable to steer clear of the
Indian vessel.
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Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders
to develop greentfield shipyard
at Andhra's Dugarajapatnam

AMARAVATI (TSIT):

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders
Limited (MDL), a Navratna
Defence PSU under the
Ministry of Defence, will
develop a modern greenfield
shipyard at Dugarajapatnam
in Andhra Pradesh, it was
announced on Friday.

A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
towards this effect was
signed between MDL
Chairman & Managing
Director Captain Jagmohan
(retd) and National
Shipbuilding and Heavy
Industries Park-Andhra
Pradesh (NSHIP-AP)
Managing Director Praveen
Adhithya on Friday in the
presence of Chief Minister

N. Chandrababu Naidu,
according to an official
release.

The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment is envisaging the
development of a greenfield
shipbuilding-cum-port clus-
ter at Dugarajapatnam, and
the Techno-Economic
Feasibility Report estimates
the shipbuilding and ship
repair yard cost at approxi-
mately Rs 29,254 crore and
the port at Rs 9,513 crore.
The port is proposed to be
developed by the Centre.

Under the MoU, MDL
envisages an investment of
around Rs 15,000 crore over
the next five to seven years,
subject to the required
approvals and clearances.
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Degree alone not enough; students need
skills to face future competition

The South India Times //
Nagarkurnool Students
should focus not only on
obtaining a degree but also on
developing the skills and
knowledge required to face
future competition, District
Collector Hemanta Keshav

Patil said. He was speaking at
the concluding programme of
week-long Telugu language
and cultural activities organ-
ised at the Government Arts
and Commerce Degree
College, Nagarkurnool, in
connection with Telangana

Kumkum Puja Held in 47th Division
During Ganesh Festivities

Khammam,( tsit ): A
Kumkum Puja was con-
ducted by the Sri Bala
Ganesh Utsav Committee
at Venkateshwara Nagar
in the 47th Division of the
Three Town area. The
programme, organised
under the guidance of
donorsRamu Rammurthy
and Durga, was inaugu-
rated by Congress district
leaders SK Zakir and
Nallam Satish, along with
former corporator
Kannam Prasanna, by
breaking a coconut.

They said it was a
matter of happiness to
conduct the Kumkum
Puja as part of the

Kharif grain procurement must

Ganesh Navaratri cele-
brations. Women par-
ticipated in the puja
with devotion and

prayed for the happi-
ness, health, prosperity
and well-being of their
families.

Telangana

Language Day. He attended as
the chief guest and inaugu-
rated the programme by light-
ing the lamp.Collector
Hemanta Keshav Patil said a
degree alone would not be suf-
ficient in the increasingly
competitive employment mar-

ket. With technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence,
Machine Learning and Data
Science developing rapidly,
students should acquire addi-
tional technical and profes-
sional skills along with aca-
demic education.

231 teachers honoured with
Athena Aristeia Awards

HYDERABAD: The
Hyderabad Sahodaya
Schools Complex
(HSSC) honoured 231
teachers for their dedi-
cation, innovation and
contribution to the
field of education at the
CelebriTeacher 2026 —

Athena Aristeia: Inspiring Teacher Awards held on
Thursday.The event, organised as part of the
Teachers’ Day celebrations, brought together mem-
bers of the school education community to acknowl-
edge educators whose efforts extend beyond the
classroom and play a significant role in shaping
students’ aspirations, values and futures.HSSC
chairperson Dr Ameer Khan, in his keynote address,
highlighted the organisation’s journey and vision
and outlined several initiatives proposed by HSSC
to support and recognise teachers contributing to
the holistic development of students.

4G network expansion in

succeed collectively: Collector

NALGONDA,
SEPTEMBER 18 (TSIT):
District Collector B.
Chandrasekhar said the
Kharif grain procure-
ment process must be
made a success through
collective effort.
Speaking at a training
programme at
Udayaditya Bhavan for
officials implementing
the 2026-27 Kharif pro-

urged the same
spirit. He
stressed a robust
plan to over-
come past
issues.
Procurement
this season will
be conducted
entirely through
government
agencies respon-
sible for pro-

curement, he noted previous curement, warehouse manage-
Rabi and Kharif seasons were ment, hamali engagement, and

completed

successfully and transportation.

Nallamala reviewed

The South India Times //
Nagarkurnool
District Collector Hemanta
Keshav Patil directed BSNL
officials to take steps to
improve communication facili-
ties in the Nallamala forest
area and other remote parts of
Nagarkurnool district. He sug-
gested expanding network ser-
vices by setting up BSNL 4G
saturation-mode sites at the
Collectorate and other identi-
fied locations.

The Collector held a review
meeting with BSNL officials at

the Collectorate on Friday
along with Achampet Sub-
Collector Saloni Chabra and
District Forest Officer Revanth
Chandra. He discussed identifi-
cation of locations, installation
of mobile towers, land acquisi-
tion and obtaining necessary
permissions.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2026

Collector Dr.Priyanka
Ala Performs Special
Puja to Lord Ganesha

HYDERABAD  TSIT: District
Collector Dr Priyanka Ala performed
special puja to Lord Ganesha at the
District Collectorate before the idol’s
immersion ceremony, which was
conducted with religious fervour
and grandeur.The idol, installed on
September 14 as part of Ganesh
Chaturthi celebrations, was wor-
shipped for five days. Following the
special rituals, officials and employ-
ees carried the idol in a palanquin
amid fireworks before its immer-
sion.Additional Collector Jitender
Reddy, DRO Dr Narayana, AO
Venkatrami Reddy, tahsildars, offi-
cials from various departments and
staff participated in the programme.

HYDERABAD
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IPSOWA EXTENDS SUPPORT TO WEAVERS
THROUGH ‘THREADS OF HOPFE’

HYDERABAD TSIT: Telangana IPS
Officers’ Wives Association (IPSOWA),
led by its president Lalita Anand and
secretary Ritu Jain, organised a hand-
loom exhibition at the Police Officers’
Mess in Masab Tank to support weav-
ers and artisan families by providing
wider market access to their products.

Held under the theme “Threads of
Hope Where Every Thread Tells a
Story,” the exhibition showcased tradi-
tional handlooms and handicrafts from
Telangana and other parts of the coun-
try. Jamdani, Kalamkari, Dubbaka
linen sarees with hand embroidery and
handlooms from Narayanpet, Gadwal,
Pochampally and Mangalagiri were
among the major attractions.

Lalita Anand said traditional hand-
loom skills represented an invaluable
part of India’s cultural heritage.
Directly connecting weavers and arti-
sans with buyers would create better
market opportunities and help sustain
their livelihoods, she added.




Four-Storey Building Tilts
in NTR Nagar, Gopanpally
Residents Evacuated

SERILINGAMPALLY TSIT: A four-
storey residential building in NTR
Nagar, Gopanpally, tilted dangerous-
ly on Friday, triggering panic among
residents in the Gachibowli area.The
structure, built on a tiny 50-square-
yard plot, leaned heavily to one side.
Cyberabad Municipal Corporation
(CMC) officials, HYDRAA teams, the Disaster Response
Force and local police rushed to the site. All occupants of
the building and nearby houses were evacuated as a safety
measure. The area has been cordoned off. Authorities said
the building will be demolished once safety protocols are
completed. Engineering teams are inspecting the struc-
ture, verifying construction permissions and assessing
structural quality.

Social worker Dr. S. Kannan, film director Gunavantha
Manju, and Sayee Kalyani attended the
'NRITYAAVISHKAAR' -12th Annual Celebration of
Natarang School Of Dance, held in Jayanagar, Bengaluru—
as Special guests and honored the performing students by
presenting them with certificates of appreciation.Guru
Preeti Sondur and her students participated in the event.

Telangana
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Police Manpower Restructuring Saves
Telangana 90 Crore DGP CV Anand

HYDERABAD, TSIT: cent additional pay-
The Telangana Police ments to
Department’s manpow- Greyhounds

573 gramme,

tion of the ‘Fit Cop’ pro-
covering
and health screening and

er audit and restructur-
ing has brought 376 per-
sonnel back into active
deployment and saved
the State government
nearly Rs.90 crore,
Director General of
Police C.V. Anand said.

At a staff officers’
meeting held at the DGP
Office, Anand said the
exercise also released 20
bulletproof vehicles,
seven Fortuners, 18
Innova Crystas and 58
other four-wheelers for
departmental use. The
withdrawal of 60 per

OCTOPUS personnel
alone resulted in esti-
mated savings of
Rs.28.16 crore.

The DGP announced
that Telangana would
host the Southern
Regional DGPs’
Conference in October.
The conference will dis-
cuss cybercrime, drug
trafficking, Left-Wing
Extremism, organised
crime, coastal security
and emerging crime
trends.

He also directed the
statewide implementa-

awareness about diabe-
tes, thyroid disorders,
nutrition and dietary
habits.

Ahead of Police
Commemoration Day
on October 21, week-
long programmes—
including blood dona-
tion camps, open hous-
es and awareness
drives on cybercrime,
drug abuse and child
safety—will be organ-
ised to honour police
martyrs and strength-
en police-community
relations.

BRS Leaders Offer Prayers at
Khairatabad Maha Ganesh

HYDERABAD:
BRS Legislature
Party Deputy
Floor Leader T.
Harish Rao and
former minister
Talasani
Srinivas Yadav
offered prayers
to the
Khairatabad
Panchamukha
Maha Ganesh .
BRS State lead-
er Nagesh
Mudhiraj accom-
panied them dur-
ing the visit. The

leaders per-
formed special
prayers and
sought the bless-
ings of Lord
Ganesha.

Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Limited
PUBLIC NOTICE

Customer Service Intimation Regarding Closed Branches

Notice is hereby given to the customers of Parakal Branch
of Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Limited (MRHFL),
formerly situated at House No: 3-1072/5 1st floor, Huzurabad
Road near Pochamma Temple, Parkala, Warangal-506164,
Telangana has been closed and is no longer operational due to
operational convivence and to ensure continued customer
services.
Customers requiring any housing finance-related services or
assistance may contact:
Toll-Free Number: 1800-233-5333
Regional Office: Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Ltd,
Kandakalta Gateway, # 5-11-503 & 504, Shop No. 4,5, & 6,
Black B, 4th Floor KUC “X" Road, Naim Nagar, Hanumakonda,
Warangal - 506009, Telangana.
Email: MRHFL.cc@mahindrahomefinance.com

All existing loan accounts and customer service
arrangements continue uninterrupted through the above
channels. The closure of the branch does not affect the rights
and obligations of customers/MRHFL under their respective
loan agreements.

For Mahindra Rural Housing Finance Limited

Mallanna backs GHMC sanita-
tion workers' demands

JOGULAMBA

G ADWATL,

SEPTEMBER 18

(TSIT): GHMC sanita-

tion workers

appealed to TRP chief

and MLC Teenmar

Mallanna to abolish

the agency system

and regularise their

services, alleging

exploitation and

inadequate wages despite round-the-clock
work. Mallanna assured them he would
fight for their demands as his BC
Rajyadhikara Yatra entered its second day.
The padayatra, aimed at highlighting politi-
cal empowerment for BCs, began at Jiaguda
and passed through Aramghar and
Gaganpahad Dbefore concluding at
Shamshabad.

Nalgonda to Get World-
Class Modern Bus Station

HYDERABAD, TSIT: The Nalgonda RTC Bus
Station will be redeveloped into a world-class
facility equipped with modern passenger ameni-
ties, commercial spaces, a multiplex and rooftop
solar panels, Roads and Buildings Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy announced on
Friday.Minister reviewed the proposed design
with RTC officials and consultancy representa-
tivesat hischamber in the Telangana Legislative
Assembly. He said Nalgonda Municipal
Corporation was being developed as a model
city with the support of Chief Minister A.

AATAd A Wend =
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TPCC VICE-PRESIDENT JHANSI URGES
CM REVANTH REDDY TO SET UP
TELANGANA NRI COMMISSION

HYDERABAD TSIT: TPCC Vice-President
and Palakurthi Assembly constituency in-
charge Hanumandla Jhansi Rajender Reddy
submitted a representation to Chief Minister
A.Revanth Reddy seeking the establishment
of a dedicated Telangana NRI Commission to
protect the rights and welfare of Telangana
people living abroad.Accompanied by MLC
and Government Whip Addanki Dayakar,
Jhansi Rajender Reddy met the Chief Minister
in his chamber at the Legislative Assembly
and explained the need for an institutional
mechanism to address the concerns of
Telangana NRIs.She said lakhs of people from
Telangana residing in the United States, Gulf
countries, Europe, Australia, Canada and
elsewhere were contributing significantly to
the State through investment, technology,
entrepreneurship, education, healthcare and
philanthropic activities. However, many
NRIs were facing difficulties because of the
absence of a direct coordination mechanism
with the State government, she observed.The
proposed commission would establish a
grievance-redressal system for NRIs and
their families and assist them in property,
land, legal and administrative matters.

Sweet lime farmers
seek permanent
marketing system

HYDERABAD, SEPTEMBER
18 (TSIT): The Nalgonda
District Committee of the
Sweet Lime Farmers' Mutual
Aid Cooperative Society
Limited met Union
Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan in Hyderabad
and submitted a representa-
tion demanding a permanent
marketing system for the
sweet lime crop. They said
despite four decades of culti-
vation across thousands of
acres in Nalgonda district,
no proper marketing system
exists, with middlemen con-
trolling the market and farm-
ers unable to secure fair pric-
es. They highlighted unavail-
ability of quality pesticides
and yield losses due to cli-
mate change. They requested
implementation of the 'Citrus
Cluster' scheme in Nalgonda,
formation of a dedicated FPO
for sweet lime farmers,
installation of an automated
grading machine at the
Nalgonda sweet lime market,
and reopening the market by
establishing linkages with
Delhi, Chennai, and Kolkata.

Authorized Signatory

Revanth Reddy.

Student Dies After
Accidental Fall at
Private School

SHADNAGAR (TSIT) A fourth-
grade student died after acciden-
tally falling down the stairs at
Indian Heights Private School in
Shadnagar town on Thursday.
The student, Varnika, reportedly
lost her balance while descend-
ing the stairs and fell, sustaining
serious injuries. She was imme-
diately shifted to a hospital by the
school management, but died
while undergoing treatment. The
incident caused grief among the
student’s family and school com-
munity. CCTV footage reportedly
recorded the fall.
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NIWAS HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED N

(Formerly, Niwas Housing Finance Private Limited)

Regd. Office: - A1, 6th Floor, Trade Star, Andheri Kurla Road, J B Nagar,
Andheri (E), Mumbai - 400059.

POSSESSION NOTICE [Rule 8 (1) and (2)]

Whereas, The Authorized Officer of the Secured Creditor mentioned herein, under the Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (Act), 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12)
read with (Rule 3) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice calling upon the borrower(s) to
repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from-the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrower(s) having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower(s) and the public in general that the
undersigned being the Authorized Officer of NHFL has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of
powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of section 13 of Actread with rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement) Rules,
2002 on the date mentioned against each property.
The barrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to
redeem the secured assets.
The borrower(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with
the property will be subjectto the charge of the NHFL for the amount mentioned below and interest and other charges thereon.

NIWAS

HOUSING FINANCE

Sl. | Loan Account Borrower(s) & Amount & Date of Date of | Possession
No Number Property Details Demand Notice Possession Status
1 | LNSIDLAP- 1. MALLAMARI NARSIMULU Rs.3,17,841/- (Rupees Three  |15.5ep-2026| SYMBOLIC
02230029095 (BORROWER) Lakh Seventeen Thousand Eight POSSESSION

2. MALLAMARI BHAGYALAXMI
(CO-BORROWER)

Hundred FourtyOne Only)
DATE: 16-Jan-2026

PROPERTY BEARING :- ALL THAT PIECE AND PARCEL OF THE PROPERTY BEARING ATILED ROOF HOUSE WITH OPEN PLACE,
BEARING H.NO. 16-80, IN THE LAND ADMEASURING 162.18 SQ.YARDS OR 135,59 SQ.MTRS,, HOUSE PLINTH AREA 444.0
SFT.SITUATED AT NEAR S.B.I BANK OF MUSTABAD PROPER & MANDAL, RAJANNA SIRCILLA DISTRICT, AND UNDER THE
JURISDICTION OF SUB-DISTRICT REGISTRATION RAJANNA SIRCILLA DISTRICT. BOUNDARIES: EAST G.P ROAD, WEST : G.P
ROAD, NORTH : HOUSE OF MALLAMARI MALLAIAH., SOUTH : HOUSE OF K. MALLAVVA.

1. GUDU BASHA MD
(BORROWER)
2. AYISHA BEGUM
(CO-BORROWER)

2 | LNLEALAP-
05230032093

Rs. 6,43,981/- (Rupees Six Lakh
FourtyThree Thousand Nine
Hundred EightyOne Only)
DATE: 16-Jun-2026

16-Sep-2026| SYMBOLIC
POSSESSION

PROPERTY BEARING :- ALL THAT THE HOUSE CONSTRUCTED IN H NO 12-93, WARD NO 12, BLOCK NO :12, B.C COLONY,
UNDAVELLI, UNDAVELLI MANDAL, WITHIN LIMITS OF UNDAVELLI GRAMA PANCHAYATH LIMITS, JOGULAMBA GADWAL DT-509153
ADMEASURING 66 SQUARE YARDS OR 594 SFT, SITUATED AT UNDAVELLI, JOGULAMBA GADWAL DIST, TELANGANA STATE. THE
FOLLOWING BOUNDARIES ARE NORTH BY : C.C ROAD, SOUTH BY : HOUSE OF MALLIKARJUN, EAST BY : ROAD, WEST BY:

HOUSE OF BANGLAHUSSAIN

Date: 19-09-2026
Place: TELANGANA

Sd/- Authorized Officer
NIWAS HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED
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Vijayawada/ Vishakapatnam

Mass Transportation
Plan for Amaravati

250-metre spire for new Assembly building gets CRDA nod

TSIT, Visakhapatnam.

Chief  Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu has
directed officials to pre-
pare a comprehensive
mass transportation
plan for Amaravati, con-
necting the capital with
Vijayawada, Guntur and
other surrounding areas
to meet future mobility
requirements. The direc-
tions were issued at the
66th CRDA Authority
meeting chaired by him
at the Secretariat. The
Authority approved the
construction of a
250-metre-high spire and
lifts for the new
Assembly building at an

estimated cost of Rs.661
crore. It also approved
inviting tenders worth
Rs.1,548 crore for infra-
structure development
in LPS zones across 29
capital-region villages.
The Authority cleared

recommendations for
allotting land for hotels
and schools and

approved payment of
annuity to second-phase
land-pooling farmers
holding less than one
acre.

Naidu directed offi-
cials to explore a view-
point in the Assembly
building and said the
spire should become a

distinctive attraction
reflecting the importance
of the legislature. He also
called for distinctive
architecture for major
buildings, including the
Assembly, High Court,
Secretariat, Quantum
Towers and BITS Pilani,
while directing officials
to ensure 50 per cent sus-
tainable green cover and
protect biodiversity in
Amaravati. He sought a
blueprint for developing
the capital’s hills and
water bodies and called
for wider promotion of
Amaravati nationally
and internationally. The

Chief Minister said
Amaravati should be
developed as a self-

financing city with a
focus on blue-green ini-
tiatives, deep technology
and green energy, and
asked officials to study
future revenue models.
He said Vijayawada,
Guntur, Mangalagiri and
Tadepalli would together
evolve into a mega city
around Amaravati.

Divine Umbrellas for Garuda seva
reaches Tirumala

Tirumala, 18 September

2026: Hindu Dharmartha

Samiti brought nine

umbrellas from Chennai to

Tirumala on Friday to uti-

lise the same during

Garuda Seva on Friday

evening as a part of the

ongoing Srivari Salakatla

Brahmotsavams. The

Samiti  Trustee, Sri

R.R.Gopalji has handed

over the umbrellas to the

TTD officials. This is for the 22nd time that the Chennai-
based Hindu Dharmartha Samiti has presented umbrel-
las to Srivaru. TTD EO Sri Muddada Ravi Chandra,
Additional EO Sri Ch. Venkaiah Chowdary and other
officials participated in this program.

Sribharath Calls for Interdisciplinary
Innovation in MedTech

TSIT, Visakhapatnam,

GITAM President and MP M. Sribharath called upon stu-
dent innovators and academic institutions to promote
deep interdisciplinary collaboration and develop execu-
tion-ready healthcare solutions. Speaking at the
BiomedBharath-2026 hackathon at GITAM, he said medi-
cal education and research often function separately from
engineering, management and natural sciences, despite
real-world healthcare challenges requiring expertise
from multiple disciplines. He urged students to look
beyond hackathon prototypes and pursue solutions that
address societal needs, assuring young entrepreneurs
that funding opportunities are available for innovative
andexecutableideas.Healsohighlighted Visakhapatnam’s
Andhra Pradesh MedTech Zone (AMTZ), which houses
around 250 medical device companies, as a major bench-
mark for the sector.S. Venkata Prasad, Managing Director
of Progenics Laboratories and Aktachem Biotech Pvt.
Ltd., said India’s MedTech sector has significant growth
potential, with medical device exports reaching $4.1 bil-
lion in FY 2024-25. Participating teams worked on solu-
tions including an early childhood development and
nutritional risk screening platform, a clinical intelli-
gence system for physiological data analysis and a porta-
ble app-based ENT endoscopy system for remote consulta-
tion. Teams from Delhi University, Chennai Institute of
Technology, Madhav Institute of Technology and GITAM
received cash prizes for their innovations. GIMSR Pro
Vice-Chancellor Dr. B. Geetanjali, Registrar Prof. D.
Gunasekharan, GITAM School of Business Dean Prof.
Raja P. Pappu and other academic leaders attended.

Railways approves Rs. 493

crore for new Adilabad rail line

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 18 (TSIT): Indian Railways
has approved construction of a 38.21 km new rail line
between Mukutban (Adilabad) and Gadchandur in
South Central Railway at a cost of Rs.493 crore.
Mukutban in Yavatmal district and Gadchandur in
Chandrapur district are important industrial and
mining centres, serving cement plants, Western
Coalfields Ltd. coal mines, and limestone mines. The
new line will provide a shorter, more efficient route,
reduce transportation time and costs, and decongest
the Wardha-Manikgarh section. As per the Detailed
Project Report, the project is expected to support 6.08
MTPA of freight traffic and two MEMU trains in each
direction daily. It will provide direct connectivity to
the Majri-Nanded route and reduce dependence on
the congested Balharshah-Nagpur route.

Conveyance Deeds Ready for 28,500 Poor Families in Visakhapatnam

CM Naidu to distribute land

rights on September 19

TSIT, Visakhapatnam:
All arrangements have
been completed for dis-
tribution of conveyance
deeds granting perma-
nent ownership rights
over residential lands to
more than 28,500 poor
families in
Visakhapatnam,
District In-charge
Minister Dola Bala
Veeranjaneyaswamy
said. Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
will distribute the docu-
ments at a public pro-
gramme at the Andhra

University grounds on
Saturday. The Minister
said the lands covered
by the initiative have a
registration value of
around Rs.8,500 crore
and an estimated mar-
ket wvalue of nearly
Rs.15,000 crore. The con-
veyance deeds would
also enable beneficia-
ries to approach banks
for loans against their
properties. Around 100
counters, with six staff
members each, have
been arranged to facili-
tate the distribution

process.Government
Whip P.G.V.R. Naidu
and MLAs Velagapudi
Ramakrishna Babu and
Vishnu Kumar Raju
said the initiative would
provide full ownership
rights to beneficiaries
who had earlier held
only limited rights over
government lands. They
referred to the earlier
orders GO 296 and GO
388 and the present gov-
ernment’s GO 30, under
which regularisation
and conveyance deeds
are being facilitated.
Officials said arrange-
ments have been made
to complete the process
from biometric verifica-
tion to handing over the
documents without
inconvenience to bene-
ficiaries. The pro-
gramme is expected to
provide legal ownership
rights to thousands of
poor and middle-class
families who have been
awaiting regularisation
of their residential
plots.

Rs.661 Crore Sanctioned for Amaravati
Assembly Iconic Building

Minimum annual lease of Rs.40,000 per acre for second-phase
land pooling farmers: Minister Narayana

TSIT, Visakhapatnam.

The Andhra Pradesh
Government has accord-
ed administrative sanc-
tion of Rs.661 crore for
inviting tenders for the
construction of the 250-
metre spire of the pro-
posed Assembly Iconic
Building in Amaravati,
M unicipal
Administration and
Urban Development
Minister P. Narayana
said. Briefing the media
on the decisions of the
66th CRDA Authority
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister

N.
Chandrababu Naidu, he

said Rs.1,548 crore had
also been approved for
infrastructure works in
the 29 capital region vil-
lages, including augmen-
tation of drinking water
pipeline capacity, link

drainage pipelines and
works under the
Negative  Settlement
Policy. Five acres have
been allotted to Nalanda
Educational Institute at
Krishnayapalem for a
private school, while 50
cents have been allotted
at Nelapadu for an office
building of Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation.

Narayana said farmers
who contributed land for
the second phase of land
pooling would receive a
minimum annual lease
of Rs.40,000 per acre, as
approved by the CRDA
Authority. Farmers pro-

viding Jareebu land are
being paid Rs.50,000 per
acre, while those provid-
ing non-Jareebu land
receive Rs.40,000. He said
the second-phase farm-
ers had sought parity
with those who had con-
tributed less than one
acre during the 2014-19
land pooling process and
were earlier receiving
Rs.30,000. The Minister
expressed confidence
that revenue-related
issues would be resolved
and 80 per cent of the
land pooling process
completed by the end of
October.

Andhra Pradesh Emerges as a Leader in Digital Agriculture

52.08 lakh farmers issued Farmer IDs; APAIMS 2.0 helps save 22% fertiliser

TSIT, Visakhapatnam

Andhra Pradesh is
emerging as a frontrun-
ner in digital agriculture
by using technology to
reduce cultivation costs,

improve productivity
and strengthen farmer
welfare,  Agriculture

Minister K. Atchannaidu
said at the South States
Agriculture Ministers’
Conference in
Hyderabad. He said 52.08
lakh of the State’s nearly
60 lakh PM-KISAN bene-
ficiaries had been issued
Farmer IDs, achieving
86.8 per cent progress
under AgriStack. The
digital crop survey for
Kharif 2026 covered
about 97 lakh acres
belonging to nearly 68
lakh farmers. Through
APAIMS 2.0, fertiliser
distribution is being

linked to farmer, land-
holding and crop details,
helping prevent misuse.
Around 24.69 lakh farm-
ers have purchased fer-
tilisers through the digi-
tal system, while urea
and DAP sales declined
by 31 per cent and 32 per
cent respectively. The
State has also achieved
nearly 99 percent of its
pulses cultivation target

despite El Nino condi-
tions.

The Minister said the
government had allocat-
ed Rs.200 crore to provide
contingency seeds at an
80 per cent subsidy and
was promoting drought-
tolerant crops, micro-
irrigation and alterna-
tive crops in water-
stressed areas. As many
as 44 lakh crop insurance

applications have been
received, covering near-
ly 17 lakh hectares with
insurance protection of
about Rs.16,000 crore.
Atchannaidu urged the
Centre to resolve pend-
ing insurance claims,
strengthen  AgriStack
integration and address
issues relating to land
records and geo-refer-
enced village maps. He
said 115 Rythu Bazaars
were being operated with
coordination among agri-

culture, horticulture,
civil supplies and mar-
keting departments.

Thanking the Centre for
its support, he said the
State would continue to
use technology to reduce
cultivation costs, raise
productivity and ensure
remunerative prices for
farmers.

SANJEEVANI TO INTEGRATE ‘YOGA AT EVERY HOME’

TSIT, Visakhapatnam

Medical and Health
Minister Satya Kumar
Yadav said the ‘Intintiki
Yoga’ programme would
be integrated with
‘Sanjeevani’ to provide
people with guidance on
yoga, meditation,
pranayama and healthy
lifestyles along with
healthcare services.
Speaking at a seminar in
Vijayawada on Friday,
he said Telugu video con-
tent on diabetes, hyper-
tension, diet, lifestyle
and preventive health-
care would be made
available through
Sanjeevani. Guidance on
yoga and breathing exer-

cises for pregnant
women, new mothers,
senior citizens and oth-
ers would also be provid-
ed, while rural health
centres would connect
people with yoga experts.

The Minister said
Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani,

Siddhaand Homoeopathy
services would also be
integrated with
Sanjeevani. Health
Department Secretary G.
Veerapandian stressed
the importance of pre-
ventive healthcare, while
AYUSH Director

Ronanki Gopalakrishna
called for making yoga a
365-day public move-
ment and establishing
yoga centres in villag-
es and wards.
Government Adviser
on Yoga and
Naturopathy Mantena
Satyanarayana Raju
said yoga could play a
key role in preventive
healthcare. Officials
and representatives of
Isha Foundation, Art
of Living, Brahma
Kumaris, Heartfulness
Institute, Vipassana,
Vishwa Ayurveda
Parishad and Bharat
Swabhiman participat-
ed in the seminar.
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Chinna Sesha Vahanam held
at Kanipakam temple

KANIPAKAM (TSIT): As

part of the annual

Brahmotsavams of Sri

Swamyvari Devasthanam,

Siddhi Buddhi Sametha

Varasiddhi  Vinayaka

Swamy was taken in pro-

cession on the Chinna

Sesha Vahanam this morn-

ing. On the occasion, a grand procession with a hundred kalasas
was organised through the streets of Kanipakam amid kolatams,
melu, and talalu. Special abhishekams were performed to the
Utsava Murtis of the Swamy at the Kalyanavedika in the temple.
Puthalapattu MLA Dr. Kalikiri Muralimohan attended as chief
guest and participated in the programme. The Devasthanam
Chairman, Executive Officer, Board Members, temple officials,
Ubhayadars, and others also took part in the event.

Minister offers silk

vestments to Kanipakam deity

KANIPAKAM,

SEPTEMBER 18

(TSIT): On the occa-

sion of the annual

Brahmotsavams of

Sri Varasiddhi

Vinayaka Swamy

at Kanipakam,

District In-charge

Minister Ramprasad Reddy, accompanied by Chittoor
MP Daggumalla Prasad Rao, offered silk vestments to
the deity. Temple officials and archakas welcomed
them with traditional purnakumbham. The Minister
carried the silk vestments on his head and adorned
the Moola Virat amid mangala vadyams, with the MP
participating in the sacred programme. After dar-
shan, archakas offered Vedic blessings. Puthalapattu
MLA Muralimohan felicitated them with theertha
prasadam and sesha vastrams. The Minister and MP
said special pujas were performed seeking the bless-
ings of the deity for the well-being, longevity, health,
and ashtaishwaryas of all people, and that extensive
arrangements were made for devotees' convenience.

Collector inspects farm
pond works under VB-GRAMG

TIRUPATI, SEPTEMBER 18

(TSIT): District Collector Dr. S.

Venkateshwar, accompanied by

DWAMA PD Maddileti, inspect-

ed farm pond works under the

VB-GRAMG scheme in

Kammapalli Gram Panchayat

of Ramachandrapuram Mandal.

The Collector inspected works

in the field of farmer A.

Muniratnam Naidu, who explained his one-acre
mango orchard lacks regular water supply and said
the farm pond would store rainwater and raise the
groundwater table. Officials said the estimated cost is
Rs.62,820, with Rs.21,030 spent so far. The Collector
later interacted with employment guarantee labour-
ers, enquiring about works, wages, and timely pay-
ment. Labourers requested 25 additional workdays
beyond the available 125 days. The Collector assured
he would bring the matter to the government's notice
and directed priority to farm ponds, water conserva-
tion, and groundwater recharge works.

TTD EO Felicitates
Four Best Cultural Troupes

Tirumala(TSIT) : As
part of the ongoing

Srivari  Salakatla
Brahmotsavams,
during the

Kalpavriksha
Vahana Seva held on
Friday morning, 551
artistes from 21
troupes representing 8 States added grandeur to the
vahana seva with their amazing performance.

The vibrant cultural programmes included
Rajasthan Ghoomar, Karnataka Dolu Kunitha and
Suggi Kunitha, Maharashtra drum performances,
Telangana Bathukamma, Rass-Garba, traditional art
forms from Uttarakhand, and Andhra Pradesh
Kuchipudi, Chekka Bhajana, Dappu dance, Jalari
dance and Kolatam, among others.

The four Mada Streets came alive with colourful
traditional art forms from different States. CVSO Sri
Muralikrishna, SVBC Chairman Sri Sridhar Verma
and other officials were present.

Andal Sri Goda Devi
garlands reach Tirumala

TIRUMALA, SEPTEMBER 18 (TSIT): The sacred gar-
lands of Andal Sri Goda Devi from Srivilliputhur,
Tamil Nadu, arrived at Tirumala on Friday evening
to be adorned to Sri Malayappa Swamy during the
prestigious Garuda Seva on Saturday. The garlands
were first taken to Sri Peddajeeyar Mutt near Sri Bedi
Anjaneya Swamy Temple, where special pujas were
performed under the guidance of Sri Sri Sri
Peddajeeyar Swamy and Sri Sri Sri Chinna Jeeyar
Swamy. They were then brought in a grand proces-
sion through the Mada streets to the Sri Venkateswara
Temple amid traditional nadaswaram and music. The
garlands are traditionally offered by two families of
flower artisans from Srivilliputhur. Goda Devi is
regarded as an incarnation of Bhudevi. TTD EO
Muddada Ravichandra, Additional EO Ch. Venkaiah
Chowdary, and officials attended.
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India’s Voice in Cape Town
PURANDESWARI AT COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE

TSIT, Visakhapatnam.

Lok Sabha Member Dr. Daggubati
Purandeswari actively participated
as a member of the Indian delegation
at the 69th Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference being
held in Cape Town, South Africa. She
presented India’s perspective during
discussions on international law,
parliamentary democracy, inclusive
development, human rights and

other issues in the changing world Commonwealth  Parliamentary RespondingtoPakistan’sremarkson tion, from the 73rd and T74th
Association and presented India’s Kashmir, Purandeswari made it Constitutional Amendments to the
clear that the accession of Jammu Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam.

order. She also participated in the

Executive Committee meeting of the  views on parliamentary cooperation.

Nation/South

and Kashmir to India was a com-
pletely legal process. She also partici-
pated in the 10th Commonwealth
Women Parliamentarians
Conference in a discussion on
“Legislating for All”, where she high-
lighted the importance of women’s
political representation and gender
equality in the legislative process.
She referred to the steps taken by
India to increase women’s participa-
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Bank of Baroda Wins Rajbhasha
Kirti Puraskar for Fifth Consecutive Year

MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 18,
2026: Bank of Baroda, India's
International Bank, has been
awarded the Second Prize under
the Government of India's
'Rajbhasha Kirti Puraskar' Scheme
for 2025-26 in the Headquarters cat-
egory for nationalised banks with
800+ employees, recognising its
outstanding performance in
Official Language implementation.
This marks the fifth consecutive

year the Bank has received the
prestigious award.The award was

presented on Hindi Diwas 2026 and

the Sixth All India Official
Language Conference, held on
September 14, 2026, at CIDCO
Exhibition Centre, Navi Mumbai,

from Union Ministers of State for
Home Affairs Shri Nityanand Rai
and Shri Bandi Sanjay Kumar.Dr.
Chand said the award reflects the
Bank's commitment to serving cus-
tomers in the language they are
most comfortable with. He noted
that multilingual banking is being
strengthened across digital and
physical channels, including bob
World, WhatsApp Banking, chat-
under the chairmanship of Union bots, and call centres, with the

Home Minister Amit Shah. Dr.
Debadatta Chand, MD & CEO,

Al-powered tool 'bob-SAMVAD'
enhancing engagement across

Bank of Baroda, received theaward Indian languages.

LORD MALAYAPPA BLESSES DEVOTEES ON
SARVABHOOPALA VAHANAM

TIRUMALA, SEPTEMBER 18 (TSIT): As part of the
Srivari Salakatla Brahmotsavams, Sri Malayappa
Swamy, along with Sridevi and Bhudevi, blessed devo-
tees in Gajendra Moksha Alankaram on the
Sarvabhoopala Vahanam on Friday night. The grand
procession through the Mada Streets witnessed vibrant
cultural performances by artistes from various states.
Large numbers of devotees gathered for darshan and
experienced the divine atmosphere. Sarvabhoopala
means all kings and represents the Ashtadikpalakas,
the guardians of the eight directions. The vahana signi-
fies the divine protection of Lord Vishnu and conveys
the message of peace, prosperity, and welfare through
His blessings. The seva was witnessed by Tirumala
Pedda Jeeyar Swamy, Chinna Jeeyar Swamy, TTD
Chairman B.R. Naidu, EO Muddada Ravichandra,
Board Members, Additional EO C.H. Venkaiah
Chowdary, and CVSO K.V. Muralikrishna.

Hamleys Opens Flagship Jubilee
Hills Store in Hyderabad

HYDERABAD,
SEPTEMBER 2026:
Hamleys, the world's old-
est and one of its most
iconic toy retailers, has
opened its flagship Jubilee
Hills store—the brand's
most expansive destina-
tion in Hyderabad and its
10th store in the city.

Spread across 10,000 sq.
ft. and three storeys, the
new flagship brings
together an expansive
world of toys, games, gift-
ing, and play for children,
families, and toy enthusi-
asts. The store brings the
theatre of Hamleys to life,
with the iconic Hamleys
family including the Toy
Soldier, Pirates,
Englishman, and Ragdoll,
alongside much-loved
Hamley and Hattie.

With over 10,000 toys,
games, and gifting
options, the flagship is
designed to offer discov-
ery and play at every turn.
A dedicated play area is

set to open in November,
further enhancing the
experience.To celebrate
the launch, Hamleys host-
ed an exclusive Grand
Opening on September 18,
welcoming top customers,
influencers, creators,
media, and invited guests.
The evening featured My
Little Pony, PJ Masks, the
entire Hamleys family,
DIY activities, F&B expe-
riences, and interactive
engagements.

64-Year-Old Liver Cancer Patient Treated

House of McDowell's Soda Unveils 'Yaari Ki Nayi
Vibe' Campaign with Vijay Deverakonda

WARANGAL,
SEPTEMBER 18, 2026:
House of McDowell's
Soda has unveiled
"Yaari Ki Nayi Vibe," its
latest campaign featur-
ing long-time brand
ambassador Vijay
Deverakonda. Building
on the brand's long-
standing association
with friendship, the
campaign reflects how a
new generation experi-
ences yaari—moving
beyond simply spending
time together to creat-
ing memorable experi-
ences.

The campaign cap-
tures the idea that when
friends come together,
even an ordinary plan
can turn into an experi-
ence worth remember-
ing. The new brand film
features Vijay
Deverakonda and his
friends as an everyday
plan takes an unexpect-
ed turn, with the

McDowell's Soda can
becoming the catalyst
for new experiences. Set
to a reimagined version
of the iconic "Aao Twist
Karein," the film gives a
contemporary expres-
sion to a familiar cul-
tural cue.

The campaign also
marks a refresh of the
brand's visual identity,
with a redesigned can
featuring a more premi-
um aesthetic and dis-
tinctive touches of
orange, teal, and silver.

Aanandita Datta, VP
Marketing and Category
Head, Diageo India, said
the campaign reflects
how friendship is evolv-
ing today. Vijay
Deverakonda added that
the smallest moments
with friends become the
biggest memories, and
the campaign perfectly
captures that energy.

Indian Bank wins Rajbhasha

Telangana HC disqualifies Danam
Nagender as Khairatabad MLA

From Page 1
However, the judgment
gives the pending cases
added significance
because the central issue
— whether conduct such
as contesting an election
on another party’s ticket
can amount to voluntari-
ly giving up membership
of the party on whose
ticket an MLA was elect-
ed — has now been
addressed by the High
Court in Nagender’s case.
Khairatabad faces a
fresh electoral process
The court’s order ren-
ders the Khairatabad
Assembly seat vacant.
The Election Commission
will have to initiate the
process for filling the
vacancy in accordance
with the applicable con-

stitutional and electoral
provisions. The verdict
also opens a new chapter
in Telangana’s prolonged
dispute over defections
from the BRS to the
Congress. The Supreme
Court had earlier direct-
ed the Telangana Speaker
to decide the pending dis-

qualification petitions,
after which the Speaker
rejected them. Several of
those decisions subse-
quently came under chal-
lenge before the High
Court. For the Congress,
the ruling puts the spot-
light on the status of legis-
lators who moved into its
ranks after being elected
on BRS tickets. For the
BRS, it provides a fresh
legal basis to pursue its
challenges against the
other defectors.

The broader question
now is whether the rea-
soning adopted by the
High Court in Nagender’s
case will shape the out-
come of the remaining
defection cases — making
Friday’s verdict a poten-
tially important marker

with Advanced TACE at KIMS Saveera

ANANTAPUR,
SEPTEMBER 18, 2026: A
64-year-old man diagnosed
with Hepatocellular
Carcinoma (HCC), a com-
mon form of liver cancer,
was treated with an
advanced Transarterial
Chemoembolisation
(TACE) procedure at
KIMS Saveera Hospital
after doctors found he was

not suitable for surgery.
The patient, Erriswamy
from Uravakonda man-
dal, initially sought treat-
ment for abdominal pain.
Investigations revealed a
liver mass, and he was
admitted on September 9.
A PET-CT and FNAC con-
firmed HCC. The onco-
surgery team concluded
he was not a candidate for

surgical intervention, and
he was referred to
Interventional Radiology.

The procedure was per-
formed on September 10
under Dr. Pritviraj SK. In
TACE, a thin catheter is
introduced through a
thigh artery and guided to
the artery supplying the
tumour. Chemotherapy
and an embolising agent
are delivered directly to
the tumour, reducing its
blood supply. Consultant
Interventional Radiologist
Dr. Pritviraj SK and
Consultant Medical
Oncologist Dr. P. Venkata
Simha said treatment is
individualised based on
tumour size, liver func-
tion, and overall health.
The patient remained sta-
ble and was discharged
after observation, advised
regular follow-up and fur-
ther chemotherapy as
required.

Kirti Award third year running

NAVI MUMBAI,
SEPTEMBER 18 (TSIT):
Indian Bank has been hon-
oured with the Second Prize
under the Rajbhasha Kirti
Award for 2025-26 at the
Hindi Diwas Celebration
during the 6th All India
Rajbhasha Conference in
Navi Mumbai. This is the
bank's third consecutive
year receiving the award
for outstanding perfor-
mance in Rajbhasha imple-
mentation. Executive
Director Shiv Bajrang
Singh received the award
from Ministers of State for

Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay
Kumar and Nityanand Rai,
inthe presence of Rajbhasha
Secretary Ansuli Arya. The

coffee table book "Main
Dilli Hoon" was also
released. Indian Bank's

Chennai Corporate Office
was honoured in the Best
Category under TOLIC
Rajbhasha Samman, while
Kanchipuram and
Puducherry zonal offices
received Commendable
Category awards. A stall at
the Official Language
exhibition was widely
appreciated.

IGU Meerpur Approves Shrimad Bhagavad Gita Chair,

New Institutes at 26th Academic Council Meet

INDIRA GANDHI UNIVERSITY, MEERPUR
(REWARI) 26TH ACADEMIC COUNCIL
MEETING OF IGU MEERPUR CONCLUDES
UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF VC PROF.
ASEEM MIGLANI: APPROVAL GRANTED
FOR SHRIMAD BHAGAVAD GITA CHAIR,
ADDITIONAL PH.D. SEATS ACROSS
CHAIRS, AND NEW INSTITUTES.

ndira Gandhi

University, Meerpur

(Rewari) 26th Academic

Council Meeting of IGU
Meerpur Concludes Under
the Chairmanship of VC
Prof. Aseem Miglani:
Approval Granted for
Shrimad Bhagavad Gita
Chair, Additional Ph.D.
Seats Across Chairs, and
New Institutes.

The 26th meeting of the
Academic Council of Indira
Gandhi University (IGU),
Meerpur, was successfully
conducted in the Board
Room under the chairman-

ship of Hon'ble Vice-
Chancellor Prof. Aseem
Miglani. At the beginning of
the meeting, the Vice-
Chancellor presented a
detailed report highlighting
the University's achieve-
ments in academic, research,
infrastructural, and sports
domains over the past year.
He informed the House that
the number of departments
offering Ph.D. programmes
has increased to 18, along
with significant growth in
publications, citations,
H-index, and patents.

Thereafter, Registrar and
Ex-officio Secretary of the
Council, Prof. Dilbag Singh,
presented all agenda items
one by one before the House
for consideration, which
were unanimously approved
after thorough deliberations
by the members.

Key Decisions & Major
Highlights:

Proposal for Establishment
of Shrimad Bhagavad Gita
Chair: To promote dedicated
research on Shrimad
Bhagavad Gita, a proposal to

establish the 'Shrimad
Bhagavad Gita Chair' at the
University was formally
placed and approved.
Approval of Additional
Ph.D. Seats Across Chairs:
To boost research activities
across all established Chairs
at the University, the Council
unanimously approved ear-
marking 1 additional Ph.D.
seat per Chair, over and
above the regular Ph.D. seats
allocated to a supervisor.
University Research

Scholarship (URS): The
Council approved the
Ordinance and regulations
governing the 'University
Research Scholarship' (URS)
to provide financial assis-
tance and encourage young
research scholars.

NEP-2020 Rules, Gold
Medal & CGPA Criteria:
Detailed guidelines and eval-
uation rules were approved
for division allocation
(CGPA > 8.5 for 1st Division
with Distinction) and Gold

Medal awards under the
National Education Policy
(NEP-2020).

Establishment of New
Institutes: To offer modern
and career-oriented educa-
tion, proposals for setting up
the 'Institute of
Multidisciplinary Studies'
and the 'University Institute
of Engineering & Technology'
(UIET) were granted green
signals.

Institutional
Collaborations (MoUs): The
House endorsed
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) pro-
posals with the Federation of
Indian Industry (FII) and
GIEO GITA, Kurukshetra.
Additionally, agreements
with the District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA),
Rewari, and Cyber Threat
Haryana were approved.

New Interdisciplinary
Courses: Ordinances for the
5-Year Integrated UG-PG
Pr ogr amme
(Interdisciplinary) and
B.Com. (Logistics & Supply
Chain Management) were

formally approved.

Admission Guidelines &
Information Brochure
(Session 2026-27): Approval
was granted for the
Information Brochure and
admission guidelines for UG,
PG, B.Ed., M.Ed., and other
programmes across UTDs
and affiliated colleges for the
2026-27 session.

Addressing the Council,
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Aseem
Miglani stated:

"The core objective of the
University extends beyond
granting degrees—it is to
empower students with qual-
ity education, research expo-
sure, and modern technolog-
ical skills. The establish-
ment of the Shrimad
Bhagavad Gita Chair, addi-
tional Ph.D. seats across
Chairs, URS scholarships,
and new multidisciplinary
institutes will give IGU a dis-
tinct national identity."

Expressing his views on
the University's growth,
Registrar Prof. Dilbag Singh
remarked:

"IGU is continuously set-

ting new benchmarks in aca-
demic excellence, innova-
tion, and infrastructure. The
university administration is
committed to conducting all
academic activities with
complete transparency and
efficiency. Under the vision-
ary leadership of our Vice-
Chancellor, the University is
moving ahead swiftly to pro-
vide world-class education
and employment avenues to
youth in rural regions."

At the conclusion of the
meeting, the Council com-
mended the University's
efforts toward overall growth
and development. The Vice-
Chancellor expressed grati-
tude to all members for their
valuable contributions. Dean
Academic Affairs Prof. Sunil
Kumar, Dr. Veena Rani,
Prof. S.K. Gahlawat, Prof.
Vikash Verma, Prof. Sandeep
Grover, Prof. Ranjan Aneja,
along with Deans of various
faculties, Department
Chairpersons, and Council
members were present. The
meeting ended with a vote of
thanks to the Chair.
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CM SHIVAKUMAR DIRECTLY FACES
HEAT, HEARS GRIEVANCES ON
KASTURIRANGAN REPORT IN HEBRI

Hebri, Sep 18: Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar, after attending the first-
ever State Cabinet meeting held in
Mangaluru, visited Hebrion Thursday
and interacted with people affected by
the Kasturirangan report and eco-sen-
sitive zone (ESZ) regulations. The
chief minister held a public interac-
tion at the Government First Grade
College in Hebri and personally heard
the grievances, demands and sugges-
tions put forward by residents and
representatives from the affected
areas.Addressing the gathering,
Shivakumar said that he had received
several grievances and suggestions
concerning the development of coastal
Karnataka."For the first time, a
Cabinet meeting was held in
Mangaluru. We have taken 60 deci-
sions, of which around 40 directly
benefit the coastal districts. Tulu has
been included as the second official
language. Kerala is known as God's
Own Country, and coastal Karnataka
should also be developed in a similar
manner," he said.

Hindi should be part of every-
day life, not one-day event

BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 18 (TSIT): On
Hindi Day, Gulmohar Cultural Hub organised
a special programme at Tarang Auditorium,
CEDCO, BSF, Bengaluru, dedicated to Hindi,
literature, art, and India's heritage. Founder
Anita Singh "Roohani" emphasised that
respect for Hindi should not be limited to one
day but become part of everyday life, as lan-
guage carries emotions, values, and cultural
identity. A discussion was held on her forth-
coming book, "Kaali Trunk Aur Hari Vardi",
based on nearly three decades of military life
experiences. Guest R.D. Tailang spoke on
Hindi writing's changing landscape and
employment opportunities in film, television,
and media. Anshumali Jha shared details of
upcoming writing workshops. BSF officers'
poetry recitations and an Open Mic session
were highlights, along with a classical dance
performance. IG Dinesh Kumar Yadav appreci-
ated the initiative.

KPCC General Secretary S. Manohar recently felicitated PSI Venkatesh
K., who performed his duty in J.P. Nagar by intercepting an accused per-
son attempting to flee, disregarding the risk to his own life. He expressed
appreciation for the Traffic Sub-Inspector, noting that the officer's cour-
age and presence of mind in bravely intervening to prevent an attack on

a nurse serve as an example to everyone.

Woman with 5 pregnancy
losses delivers baby after
emergency C-section

BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 18 (TSIT): After five
pregnancy losses, a 37-year-old Bengaluru woman
welcomed her second baby in her seventh pregnan-
cy, a high-risk journey complicated by recurrent
losses, Type 2 diabetes, obesity, and a previous
Caesarean delivery.
Doctors at Milann
Fertility & Birthing

Hospital monitored
her closely before an
emergency interven-
tion at 34 weeks
secured a stable out-
come. Dr. Sunitha
Mahesh, Medical

Director, said the preg-

nancy required careful

monitoring from the

beginning. At 34 weeks
and 4 days, the patient presented with abdominal
pain and vaginal bleeding; doctors suspected placen-
tal abruption and performed an emergency Lower
Segment Caesarean Section. A 2.6-kg baby boy was
delivered and shifted to NICU for observation. The
mother's postoperative recovery was uneventful,
and she was discharged in stable condition.

Karnataka

Students should contribute meaningfully
towards the upliftment of society

Bengaluru:  Vishnu  Bhat,
Chairman and Managing
Director of Blue Neem Medical
Devices Private Limited, encour-
aged the students to contribute
meaningfully towards the uplift-
ment of society and emphasized
that the nation's progress rests in
the hands of its youth. Speaking
atthe RNS Institute of Technology
(RNSIT), First Graduation Day
held at Dr. R. N. Shetty
Auditorium, The ceremony
reflected RNSIT's commitment to
academic excellence, profession-
al ethics, and holistic student
development as graduates pre-
pared to embark on their profes-
sional careers.The ceremony was
graced by the presence of
Muralikrishna K. Mysore, CTO -
RNSGOI; Dr. Ramesh Babu H. S.,
Principal;  Vishnu  Bhat,

Chairman and Managing
Director of Blue Neem Medical
Devices Private Limited, who
attended as the Chief Guest; Dr.
S. Sumathi, Vice Principal; Dr. S.
Sathish Kumar, Dean - Student
Affairs; the Dean - Academics;
Dr. Abhijith C. C., Controller of
Examinations; Dr. Nagesh B. S.,
Associate Head of MCA; Dr. U.
Bhojanna, Head of the
Department of Master of Business
Administration; Members of the
Academic Council; Members of
the Board of Governors (BOG);
and the Council of Trustees.

Designer Rohit Doshi inaugurates
B-MORE studio in Jayanagar

BENGALURU,
SEPTEMBER 18
(TSIT): Renowned
designer Rohit Doshi
inaugurated
B-MORE, a premium
men's designer cloth-
ing studio, at
Jayanagar 5th Block.
Positioned as South
India's first men's
wear-only designer cloth-
ing studio of its Kkind,
B-MORE brings contempo-
rary, bespoke, and inter-
national fashion trends
under one roof. Doshi
interacted with customers
and guests during the
launch. Music director V.
Harikrishna, Bengaluru
Wholesale Cloth
Merchants' Association
President Prakash Pirigal,
Mumbai-based designer
Lalit, and B-MORE

President P. Prakash Baf
were present. Doshi said
growing interest in con-
temporary fashion has
created demand for trend-
driven menswear, offering
wedding, casual, formal,
and party wear.
Harikrishna said B-MORE
would help the film indus-
try source outfits conve-
niently. Baf said garments
use premium fabrics from
Italy and Japan, catering
to men aged 20 to 80.
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Mangalore: Home,
Electronics, IT-BT and
e-Governance Minister

Priyank Kharge said the
Karnataka Sustainable
Data Center Policy 2026-
2031 has been approved at
the Cabinet meeting held
in Mangalore. The first
special cabinet meeting of
the state in Mangalore pri-
oritised digital infrastruc-
ture along with coastal
development issues.

The new policy aims to
make Karnataka a sustain-
able and global data center
hub, emphasising efficient
use of electricity, water
and other resources,
renewable energy, green
technology, and measures
to reduce carbon emis-
sions.

Rs.1,300.45 Crore
Incentive Framework

The Cabinet approved a
budget framework of
Rs.1,300.45 crore under the
policy to be implemented
from 2026 to 2031. Capital
investment, edge data cen-
ters, power and digital
infrastructure, value
chain, research and devel-
opment, skill develop-
ment, and sustainability-
based incentives are pri-
oritised.

New Infrastructure for
Data Center Development

Kharge said key aspects
include establishing a
Center of Excellence for
data centers, developing
sustainable data center
zones and parks, and pre-
paring a 'resource avail-
ability map' to encourage
research and innovation.
Resource Heat Mapping

AIM BIAF Hosts Fusion and
Dance-Theatre Evening

Bengaluru: The 18th
edition of the AIM
Bengaluru
International Arts
Festival (AIM BIAF)
will be held on
September 20, 2026,
bringing together two
distinct voices of Indian
performance—a global-
ly acclaimed Carnatic-
jazz ensemble and a
vibrant dance-theatre
production for all ages.

Act 1: Megha -
Redefining Indian
Classical Music for 35
Years

Founded in 1991 by
veena virtuoso Dr. Suma
Sudhindra and guitarist
Gerard Machado, Megha
is India's foremost
Carnatic-jazz fusion
ensemble. The band will
present music from their

Engineering Students Are the Future Architects
of a Modern India and the Digital Revolution

Bengaluru: Dr. C. N.
Manjunath, Member of
Parliament, Bengaluru
Rural Lok Sabha
Constituency, participat-
ed as the Chief Guest at
the inauguration ceremo-
ny of the 27th Batch of
First-Year Engineering
Students for the academ-
ic year 2026-27 at K.S.
Institute of Technology
(KSIT), Bengaluru.
Addressing the newly
admitted engineering
students, Dr. C. N.
Manjunath congratulated
them on beginning an
important new chapter in

their academic journey.
He encouraged the stu-
dents to pursue their edu-
cation with dedication,
discipline and a spirit of
innovation, and to make
the best use of the oppor-
tunities provided by mod-
ern technology.

He emphasised that
India is progressing rap-
idly through its digital
transformation, and told
the students that they too
have an important role to
play as the future archi-
tects and contributors to
the country’s digital rev-
olution. He urged them to
acquire not only techni-
cal knowledge but also

practical skills, creativi-
ty and a strong sense of
social responsibility.

Dr. Manjunath also
highlighted the life and

contributions of Bharat
Ratna Sir M.
Visvesvaraya, whose

vision and engineering
excellence contributed
significantly to the
development of modern
Karnataka. He encour-
aged the students to
understand and draw
inspiration from Sir M.
Visvesvaraya’s life, val-
ues, discipline and com-
mitment to nation-build-
ing, and strive to make

meaningful contribu-
tions to the progress of
Karnataka and the
nation. The programme
was held at the KSIT

Silver Jubilee
Auditorium. Sri K.
Krishna, Chairman,
Advisory Board,
Kammavari Sangham,

was the Guest of Honour,

while R. Rajagopal
Naidu, President,
Kammavari Sangham,

presided over the pro-
gramme. along with fac-
ulty members, students
and other dignitaries
were present on the
occasion.

two critically acclaimed
Sony Music albums,
"Clean Licks" and "Touch

Another Life."
The lineup features Dr.
Suma Sudhindra on

veena, Gerard Machado

on guitar,

Anooru

Anantha

Krishna

Sharma on

mridangam,

S N

Narayana

Murthy on

ghatam,

Joshua

Costa on

keyboards,

and Jeoraj

George on

drums. The

perfor-

mance will

be held at

Chowdiah Memorial Hall.

Act 2: Dancing Tales..
Panchatantra

Dancing Tales..

Panchatantra brings alive

well-known tales from the

Panchatantra, exploring

Narendra Modi is a great
leader who has elevated
India's stature: R. Ashok

Bengaluru: Leader of the
Opposition R. Ashok
described Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as a great
leader who has strength-
ened the nation and ele-
vated its standing on the
global stage. He spoke
while participating in a
program organized by the
BJP's Bengaluru South
District unit at Maiyas
Circle in Jayanagar. The
event marked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
birthday and celebrated
his 25 years of dedicated
public service.

Ashok lauded Modi as a
great leader who has
resolved issues step-by-
step and elevated India to
global prominence—earn-

ing him the title of
'Vishwa Guru' (Global
Teacher) among world
leaders. Lok Sabha mem-
ber Tejasvi Surya praised
Modi as a globally
acclaimed leader who has
made the entire world
turn its gaze toward India
through his unwavering
commitment to serving
the nation and dedicating
his life to the country.

He highlighted that
even at the age of 75, Modi
works for the nation with
the energy of a 25-year-old
youth; having served for
25 years in leadership
roles—both at the state
and national levels—he
has created history as an
undefeated leader.

themes of friendship,
bravery, quick-witted-
ness, foolishness, leader-
ship, and freedom.

In this 79-minute dance-
theatre production laced
with humour and wit, five
stories come alive—the
smart hare that outwitted
the lion, the foolish mon-
key, the cranes and the
tortoise, the evil crocodile
and the monkey, and the
escape of the doves.

Conceived and choreo-
graphed by Padmashri
Dr. Ananda Shankar
Jayant, the performance
features 20+ artists from
Hyderabad and
Bangalore. It is a perfect
family viewing experi-
ence combining classi-
cal dance, theatre,
humour, and timeless
wisdom.

HYDERABAD
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Cabinet Approves Karnataka
Data Center Policy

will identify suitable areas
based on land, electricity,
water, and communica-
tion availability. The poli-
cy also aims to facilitate
data center investment
outside Bengaluru, includ-
ing Mangalore and
Mysore.

Preference for Green
and Sustainable Data
Centers

The policy emphasises
renewable energy, energy
efficiency, efficient water
use, improved cooling sys-
tems, wastewater recy-
cling, and reduced carbon
emissions to promote envi-
ronment-friendly data cen-
ters.

Digital Infrastructure
for Al and New
Technologies

A Kkey objective is
strengthening digital
infrastructure for Al
cloud computing, IoT, 5G,
big data, and emerging

technologies. The policy
aims for Karnataka to
have a 10-12% share in
India's Al-ready data cen-
ter ecosystem by 2031 and
increase data center capac-
ityupto1 GW.

A Special Opportunity
for Mangalore

The policy identifies
Mangalore's potential as a
key location for sustain-
able data center expan-
sion, using coastal connec-
tivity and future cable
landing infrastructure.
Kharge said he had earlier
discussed a possible under-
sea cable landing system
in Mangalore with the cen-
tral government.

Additional Incentive of
Rs.206.50 Crore

After a Finance
Department review, it
was decided to increase
some Kkey incentives
including capital subsi-
dy, wheeling fee reim-
bursement, demand cen-
ter incentive, and R&D
support. An additional
Rs.206.50 crore has been
proposed, fixing the total
policy budget at
Rs.1,300.45 crore.

"Demand for data center
infrastructure is increas-
ing rapidly with the
growth of artificial intelli-
gence and new technolo-
gies. The new policy
emphasizes power and
water efficiency, renew-
able energy, green technol-
ogy and investments in
areas outside Bengaluru to
ensure that Karnataka's
next phase of digital
growth is sustainable,"
Kharge said.

Sri Rajarajeshwari Kalaniketan
Celebrates 50th Golden Jubilee
with Samanvay Arts Festival

BENGALURU

Celebrating the
50th Golden Jubilee
of Sri
Rajarajeshwari
Kalaniketan, the
Samanvay Arts

Festival 2026 will
bring a day-long
showcase of Indian
classical dance,
movement, and
narrative theater to
Bengaluru on
September 19, 2026,
at Chowdiah
Memorial Hall.
Curated by SNA
Awardee Vid. Smt.

Veena Murthy
Vijay, the grand
festival brings

together legendary maestros and celebrated young
artists for a dynamic blend of traditional techniques

and powerful storytelling.

Bharat Forge and RTX’s Pratt & Whitney
Canada to Explore Turboprop Engines for
India's Indigenous HALE UAV Programme

Bengaluru : Bharat
Forge Ltd. and Pratt &
Whitney Canada

announced that they
will work together to
evaluate the integra-
tion of advanced tur-
boprop engines into a

high-altitude, long-
endurance (HALE)
unmanned aerial

vehicle (UAV) pro-
gram designed and
developed by India’s
Defence Research and
Development
Organisation

(DRDO).

Pratt & Whitney is an RTX
business.

The collaboration sup-
ports India’s indigenous
unmanned aerial systems
efforts under the govern-
ment’s Aatmanirbhar
Bharat initiative. Pratt &
Whitney Canada will eval-
uate engine compatibility,
performance and installa-
tion requirements. Bharat
Forge will lead engine-air-
frame integration, includ-
ing installation design and
systems interfaces, draw-
ing on its advanced engi-
neering, manufacturing
and aerospace systems
capabilities.

"BHar t Forge Aerospace

business is proud to col-
laborate with Pratt &
Whitney Canada to
advance India’s indige-
nous aerospace and
defense manufacturing
capabilities,” said Amit
Kalyani, Vice Chairman
and Joint Managing
Director, Bharat Forge
Ltd. “By combining Pratt
& Whitney’s globally prov-
en propulsion technolo-
gies with Bharat Forge’s
engineering and systems
integration expertise, we
aim to support develop-
ment of a world-class
HALE platform that
strengthens India’s strate-
gic self-reliance and
defense preparedness.”

“ This collaboration
with Bharat Forge reflects
our continued commit-
ment to supporting India’s
aerospace and defense
ambitions,” said Ashish
Saraf, Vice President and
Country Head, Pratt &
Whitney. “Pratt & Whitney
Canada’s turboprop
engines have a proven leg-
acy of reliability in
demanding operational
environments, which is
exactly what’s needed for
India’s HALE program.”

HALE UAVs provide
long-endurance surveil-
lance, intelligence and
reconnaissance across
land and maritime
domains.
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Release fund for removal of
Karuvelam: Madras High Court

CHENNAI: The Madras
High Court has directed
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to release district
mineral funds within two
weeks for the removal of
Seemai Karuvelam trees,
observing that there was
no bar on using the funds
for the purpose.

MDMK general secre-
tary Vaiko and others had
filed a petition before the
Madras High Court seek-
ing the removal of
Prosopis juliflora trees,
also known as Seemai
Karuvelam trees. The mat-
ter came up for hearing
before a special bench
comprising Justices N

Sathish Kumar and K
Rajasekar.

Vaiko, who was present
in court, requested the
court to direct the govern-
ment to file district-wise

While eradicating the
trees was a Himalayan
task, he said the com-
mencement of removal of
Seemai Karuvelam trees
from the Thamirabarani

reports to ascertain and Vaigai rivers was a
whether the High Court's  great achievement.
directions were being The bench observed

that there was no bar on
using mineral funds to
remove Seemai
Karuvelam trees and
directed the funds to be
released within two weeks
without citing rules for
delay. It also directed that
priority be given to remov-
ing the trees from water
bodies and adjourned the
hearing to October 9.

implemented seriously.
He further submitted
that Seemai Karuvelam
trees had been completely
removed in Kerala and
that not a single tree
remained there. He said
Tamil Nadu should learn
from Kerala. He added
that the removal work had
commenced in eight dis-
tricts of Tamil Nadu.

CHENNAI: The Tamil
Nadu government has
sought details of ministe-
rial service staff who
have been working at the
same place for more than
five years and 10 years.

Though most posts
under the ministerial cat-
egory are transferable,
the government has
sought details of staff who
have been working at the
same station for several
years. PMK absence at
ATADMK nomination fil-

ing event raises questions

In a letter issued to all
directorates of govern-
ment departments, the
Tamil Nadu government
said officials should fur-
nish the particulars of
Administrative Officers,
Junior Administrative
Officers, Superintendents
and Assistants who have
been working at the same
station for more than five
years and 10 years in the
prescribed format before
September 23.

The government has
also asked the
Directorates to furnish
details of employees who
were transferred to anoth-
er station on promotion
but were subsequently
diverted back to their pre-
vious place of posting.
The TVK-led government
has been taking measures
to curb corruption across
government departments.
Aspart of these measures,
the government has
sought details of staff who

Tamil Nadu
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Honble Chief Minister witnessed the MoU signed with Walgreens India for its first Global Capability Centre in India at DLF Downtown, Taramani...

CM Vijay to campaign in two phases for TVK
candidates starting September 21

Vijay will seek
votes for
Maragatham
Kumaravel in
Madurantakam
and P
Sathyabama in
Dharapuram,
spending two
days in each con-

stituency.
CHENNALI: Chief
Minister and Tamilaga

Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)
president C Joseph Vijay is
set to campaign for the par-
ty's candidates in the
Madurantakam and
Dharapuram  Assembly
bypolls in two phases, with
the four-day campaign
beginning after September
21.

Vijay will seek votes for
Maragatham Kumaravel in
Madurantakam and P
Sathyabama in

Dharapuram, spending two
days in each constituency.

PMK absence at ATADMK
nomination filing event
raises questions

He is expected to address
public meetings during the
first phase and return after

October 1 for the second
round of campaigning,
including roadshows.
Elaborate arrangements
are being made for his pro-
posed visits, with the party
planning programmes
aimed at reaching voters

without causing inconve-
nience to the public, sourc-
es said.

the campaign, Vijay is
expected to highlight the
TVK government's 100-day
performance and make a
concerted outreach to dif-

ferent sections of voters.

While the party has a sup-
port base among youngsters
and women, he is expected
to focus on strengthening
its appeal among middle-
aged and senior voters, the
sources said.

According to sources, the
Chief Minister is keen to
win both constituencies and
intends to use the bypolls to
demonstrate the TVK's elec-
toral strength.

The sources said the par-
ty's objective was also to
ensure that the Opposition
candidates, particularly
those of the DMK and
ATADMK, lose their depos-
its.

They further said Vijay's
campaign would be aimed
at building momentum
ahead of bypolls expected in
five other Assembly constit-
uencies and creating a situ-
ation where Opposition par-
ties would be reluctant to
enter those contests.
Campaigning will end on
October 4 evening, with
polling scheduled for
October 6.

Forging the Future of Freight Mobility
with 9,000 HP Electric Locomotive

Indian Railways has taken a major
leap in freight mobility with the
dedication of the Loco
Manufacturing Shop at the Rolling
Stock Workshop in Dahod, Gujarat
by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi. This moment
marked a pivotal milestone in the
ongoing transformation of freight
transport. The facility, designed to
produce 1,200 cutting-edge electric
freight locomotives with a powerful
9000 HP capacity, stands as a testa-
ment to India’s engineering prowess
and industrial ambition.

At the dedication ceremony, the
first electric locomotive from this
workshop was ceremoniously
flagged off, marking the dawn of a
new era in freight transportation,
one characterised by higher speeds,
greater hauling power and a deep
commitment to sustainability. With
the ability to haul 4,500 to 5,000
tonnes even on steep gradients,
these locomotives are set to be game-
changers in heavy-duty freight
movement.Proudly built under the
Make in India initiative, these loco-
motives are equipped with advanced
IGBT-based propulsion technology,
ensuring superior energy efficiency
and operational performance.
Together, these features position
Indian Railways at the forefront of
modern, reliable and eco-friendly
freight logistics.

Power That Transforms
Freight Logistics

The 9000 HP locomotive is the
most powerful single-unit electric
engine ever developed for Indian
Railways. Until now, freight locomo-
tives have typically operated at 4500
or 6000 HP capacities. While 12,000
HP engines do exist, they are creat-
ed by coupling two 6000 HP units. In
contrast, the Dahod-built locomo-
tive offers a unified, high-powered
solution that can haul significantly
longer and heavier freight trains
with ease. This leap in capacity
means fewer trips are needed for the
same volume of goods, resulting in
faster turnaround times, reduced
congestion and improved freight
efficiency.

Reducing Congestion,
Lowering Costs

The increased hauling power of
the 9000 HP locomotive offers a solu-
tion to one of Indian Railways' big-

gest challenges: congestion on high-
density freight routes. With fewer
locomotives required to pull heavier
loads, rail traffic can be optimised,
thereby easing pressure on busy
corridors. Moreover, by replacing
multiple smaller engines with one
high-performance locomotive,
Indian Railways stands to reduce
operating costs, manpower require-
ments and energy consumption.
These gains will ultimately trans-
late into lower logistics costs for
industries, contributing to more
competitive pricing and stream-
lined supply chains.
Reviving Dahod: A Regional and
National Asset
The decision to manufacture
these advanced locomotives in
Dahod is not just a strategic indus-
trial move, it is a revival of the
region’s railway heritage. Once a
major hub for railway works, Dahod
had seen a decline after key railway
work was shifted elsewhere. In 2022,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
envisioned Dahod’s resurgence as a
railway manufacturing power-
house. Today, that vision has mate-
rialised with the setting up of a
world-class facility in partnership
with Siemens India, selected
through a transparent tendering
process. The factory is equipped to
produce both Broad Gauge locomo-
tives for Indian Railways and
Standard Gauge locomotives for
export. This dual capability
strengthens India’s positioning in
the global rail manufacturing mar-
ket. With 89% of the components
made in India, the project aligns
perfectly with the ‘Make in India’
and ‘Make for World’ visions. High-
quality, cost-effective production
makes these locomotives highly
exportable, opening new doors for
India in international railway sup-
ply chains.
Green Manufacturing, Cleaner
Future
What sets the 9000 HP locomotive
apart is its deep integration of sus-
tainability. The manufacturing pro-
cess itself is powered by green ener-
gy, earning the facility a Green
Manufacturing tag. The locomotive
design includes regenerative brak-
ing, which feeds electricity back
into the grid when brakes are
applied, further reducing the carbon

footprint. These features make the
locomotive a strong contributor to
India's climate commitments and
environmental goals, moving the
nation closer to a greener future in

transportation.
Safety, Comfort and Smart
Engineering
From factory-fitted Kavach

(India’s indigenous train collision
avoidance system) to modern driver
cabins with air-conditioning, low
noise and minimal vibration, the
9000 HP engine is engineered with
safety and comfort in mind. Toilets
feature electronic locks that can
only be accessed when the engine is
stationary, ensuring operational
discipline. Onboard cameras on all
sides provide enhanced monitoring
and security.
Training for Tomorrow

A highlight of the Dahod facility
is its focus on skill development
through immersive training tech-
nology. A virtual digital model of
the locomotive has been developed
to enhance training for mechanics
and drivers. Using VR headsets,
trainees can interact with a highly
realistic simulation of the locomo-
tive, allowing them to explore and
familiarise themselves with every
component in a safe, immersive
environment.

Employment, Empowerment,
and Skill Development

Around 85% of the jobs created
though the infrastructure develop-
ment are held by local youth. Skill
development is embedded into the
project, with training modules
designed to upgrade the technical
capabilities of the workforce. The
factory’s presence is already cata-
lysing infrastructure development
and ancillary industries in the
region, driving long-term economic
growth.The 9000 HP locomotive will
turn out to be the linchpin of a bold
new freight ecosystem. Its power,
efficiency and design sophistication
promise to make Indian Railways
more competitive, more sustainable
and better equipped for future
demands. By combining the
strengths of technology, regional
development and global vision, the
Dahod-built locomotive is set to
redefine the trajectory of freight
transport, not just in India, but on
the world stage.

Several common mistakes can
exacerbate sinus problems

New Delhi: Sinus infections,
often triggered by preceding
illnesses such as the cold or
flu, can be both disruptive and
persistent. While these infec-
tions typically run their course
in about a week, some individ-
uals experience prolonged and
intensified sinus issues, indi-
cating chronic sinusitis.
Seeking timely consultation
with a sinus specialist becomes
crucial in such cases.
Complicating matters, com-
mon mistakes made during a
sinus infection can exacerbate
the condition. As the cold and
flu season approaches, sinus-
itis becomes a prevalent con-
cern for both adults and chil-
dren, leading to sinus inflam-
mation. Fortunately, natural
remedies offer relief; however,
it is essential to navigate self-
care treatments cautiously,
avoiding certain practices and
approaching others with care.
In this article, we explore the
mistakes that can worsen
sinus issues and provide guid-
ance on managing them natu-
rally.

Common Mistakes that
Aggravate Sinus Infections

Common mistakes during
sinus infections can inadver-
tently exacerbate symptoms
and prolong discomfort. It's
crucial to be aware of these
pitfalls to ensure effective self-

care during sinusitis.
Not Using a Humidifier
Sinus infections often

worsen in colder seasons
when the air becomes dry.
Winter's chilly and dry condi-
tions not only impact the skin
but also lead to the drying out
of nasal passages, exacerbat-
ing sinus discomfort. To
address this, consider using a
humidifier or vaporizer to
add moisture to the air. This
helps prevent your sinuses
from becoming excessively
dry and irritated, providing
relief from discomfort.

Excessive Use of Nasal
Spray

While  over-the-counter

nasal sprays provide tempo-
rary relief from sinus infection
pressure, prolonged and
improper usage can have
adverse effects. The main
chemical in these sprays may
contribute to worsening sinus
infections. If your sinus infec-
tion persists beyond a week, it
is crucial to consult with an
ENT specialist to ensure
appropriate management.
Insufficient Sleep
Ample sleep is a crucial
aspect of overall well-being,
particularly when combating a
sinus infection. Ensuring a
minimum of eight hours of
sleep supports your immune
system in its battle against the
infection. Additionally, resting
during the day and conserving
energy aids in a quicker recov-
ery from sinus infections.
Inadequate Hydration
Staying well-hydrated is
crucial when dealing with a
sinus infection. Increased
water intake supports mucus
production, helping to keep the
mucus thin and easier to expel.
Proper hydration during a
sinus infection contributes to

relieving congestion and facili-
tating better breathing.

Minimize Sinus Irritants

Sinus discomfort isn't solely
linked to dry air; various fac-
tors like seasonal allergies, fra-
grances, smoke, and airborne
particles can exacerbate sinus
issues, particularly during an
infection. While you can't con-
trol all environmental factors,
ceasing the use of perfumes or
quitting smoking can lead to
noticeable relief. The toxins in
smoke can aggravate sinusitis,
making it crucial to minimize
exposure for improved sinus
health.

Effective Home Remedies
for Sinusitis Relief

Sinusitis can often be allevi-
ated using natural remedies,
some of which might be famil-
iar advice passed down
through generations. These
approaches work to calm irri-
tated sinus passages, promot-
ing better mucus flow and pro-
viding relief from nasal con-
gestion.

Relieve Sinus Congestion
with Steam

One of the most effective at-

home remedies for sinus infec-
tions involves warming and
moisturizing your sinus pas-
sageways. Inhaling steam is a
soothing method that clears
your sinuses. Simply stand in
the shower or sit in the bath-
room while the shower is run-
ning. Alternatively, place a
warm washcloth over your
nose and cheeks as you lie on
your bed.For a potent steam
treatment, boil a pot of water,
remove it from the heat, and
put a towel over your head.
Bend over the pot to inhale the
steam, keeping your eyes
closed and maintaining a safe
distance from the hot water.
As the liquid cools, adjust your
proximity for  comfort.
Enhance the experience by
adding a drop or two of essen-
tial oils; eucalyptus oil can aid
in nasal decongestion, while
lavender or chamomile essen-
tial oil brings a calming effect.

Yoga to Drain Mucus

If you find yourself amid a
sinus infection, certain sup-
ported yoga poses can provide
relief without exerting undue
pressure on your sinuses.
Poses like Legs Up the Wall
(Viparita  Karani) and
Supported Bridge Pose (Setu
Bandhasana) are beneficial.
These poses promote gentle
inversion, helping to drain
mucus from the sinus passage-
ways and potentially alleviat-
ing discomfort associated with
sinusitis. Engage in these
poses mindfully and listen to
your body for a soothing expe-
rience during a sinus infec-
tion.

Nasal Irrigation for Relief

To alleviate symptoms and
potentially prevent sinus
infections, consider nasal irri-
gation as a beneficial method.
Nasal irrigation involves
using a saltwater solution to
flush out germs and congested
mucus from the sinus passag-
es. It's also known as nasal
wash, nasal douche, or lavage,
and often involves a tool like a
neti pot.
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EDITORIAL

Advertising, newspapers

and the question
of accountability

When paid content begins to resemble news, the question
becomes not just about advertising, but about the credibili-
ty of the media. Any content published on a newspaper's
front page evokes a certain credibility in the reader's mind.
This is why, when a full-page advertisement in support of a
controversial individual or organization appears, presented
as news or factual investigation, the issue goes beyond mere
advertising and payment. It also involves media credibility,
editorial discretion, and social accountability. On
September 12, 2026, a full-page advertisement related to a
Dera appeared in the Delhi, Mohali, and North India edi-
tions of The Hindu. A similar advertisement was also
reported to have appeared in the Delhi edition of Dainik
Bhaskar. The advertisement was titled, "What is a Dera?
Fact vs. Fiction." It presented several claims in favor of the
Dera and its jailed leader, as well as a defense of the cases
against him. Following the growing controversy, The Hindu
published an unconditional apology on its front page on
September 13th. The newspaper apologized to readers, call-
ing the advertisement "objectionable" and "highly objection-
able." On September 15th, the newspaper also stated that it
would not foot the bill for the advertisement and did not
intend to derive any commercial benefit from it. This raises
a significant question about the media's responsibility. If,
after publishing a piece of content, the publisher himself
admits that the content was seriously objectionable, the
obvious question is: what kind of system was in place to vet
and evaluate it before publication? Institutional distance
between the advertising department and the editorial
department is essential, but does this distance alone com-
pletely insulate a newspaper from the social impact of its
published content? The issue is serious because the adver-
tisement wasn't simply promoting a product or service.
According to available reports, it addressed the legal cases
involving the Dera chief, the allegations against him, and
the organization's social activities. The advertisement also
presented statistics related to the Dera's activities related to
drug de-addiction, blood donation, tree planting, and other
social activities. Independent verification of these statistics
was not provided in the advertisement. It's important to
understand an important distinction here. An individual or
organization has the right to present its point of view.
Newspapers also have the commercial right to publish
advertisements. However, clearly marking an advertise-
ment as an advertisement and informing the reader that its
claims are those of the advertiser is only part of a media
organization's responsibility. When the same content is pre-
sented on the front page, directly below the newspaper's
name and reputation, with news-like headlines and statis-
tics, the question of its impact naturally arises in the read-
er's mind. The disclaimer on the advertisement is also a sig-
nificant aspect of this controversy. The publications con-
cerned stated that the newspaper had no editorial or journal-
istic role in the advertisement's creative content. However,
media experts understandably question whether a dis-
claimer alone is sufficient, especially when the paid content
is published in a prominent location and its language
appears newsworthy. According to photographs and reports
that surfaced on September 13th, the same advertisement
also appeared on the front page of Dainik Jagran.

Aishwaria Sonavane

A US drone company,
Powerus, signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU)
with the Pakistan Army that
includes an initial, undis-
closed order for unmanned
aerial systems. Powerus co-
founder Brett Velicovich
confirmed the deal, but
refused the disclosure of
details pertaining to the tech-
nology or its value, citing
security-related sensitivities.
Powerus, according to
reports, is due to merge with
Aureus Greenway Holdings,
which is backed by US
President Donald Trump's
two sons. The merger is
expected to be completed by
October. The current deal,
despite the limited informa-
tion, brings to light a few
thoughts - including how
Washington's private sector,
closely linked to US
President Donald Trump's
family, is occupying the
space vacated by cold state-
to-state aid and defence ties,
how Trump's family busi-
ness interests are increasing-
ly intertwined in ties with
Pakistan, and how little any
of these developments have
historically translated into
reliable, long-term strategic
gains for Pakistan. American
military aid to Pakistan has
remained suspended since
January 2018, during
Trump's first term, but a
commercial arms sale is sep-
arate from this arrangement.
The suspension essentially
concerns the US government
assistance, including
Foreign Military Financing
and Coalition Support Fund
reimbursements, such as
grant assistance and counter-
terrorism reimbursements.
However, these measures do
not prohibit American
defence companies from sell-
ing military technology to
Pakistan. US defence exports
are generally channelled
through two avenues

Foreign Military Sales
(FMS), through which the US
government facilitates sales
to foreign governments, and

Edit

Direct Commercial Sales
(DCS), which allow foreign
governments or entities to
purchase defence services
from American private com-
panies directly; DCS transac-
tions, however, remain sub-
ject to US export-control
requirements and relevant
licensing. On the Pakistani
side, the Directorate General
Defence Purchase (DGDP),
under the Ministry of
Defence Production, over-
sees defence procurement
policy, contracting, and the
acquisition of defence equip-
ment. While the deal falls
within the existing legal
framework, the more conse-
quential details, such as the
specific authorisations of the
drones, the quality, and
value of the initial order,
remain undisclosed. On
Again, Off Again The current
private defence deal comes in
the context of a long, tumul-
tuous relationship between
Washington and Islamabad,
which has traditionally
remained centered on securi-

ty engagements. The first
major institutionalisation
came in 1954, when the US
and Pakistan signed the
Mutual Defense Assistance
Agreement, which involved
defence equipment and mili-
tary training for Pakistan.
Subsequently, Islamabad -
quite reluctantly - became
part of the US-backed region-
al security bloc and a crucial
recipient of American aid.
The transactional relation-
ship, despite its current
warmth, has fundamentally
been marred by deep institu-
tional mistrust and frustra-
tion. Both countries have
often sought different things
from the partnership

Islamabad has wanted a
more assertive posture
against India from the US,
and Washington has sought
to align Pakistan's security
policies with its own. Despite
the lowest point of ties in
2018, and after the ouster of
NATO forces from
Afghanistan in 2021, mili-
tary-to-military contact did

not entirely end. In
December 2025, Washington
approved a USD 686 million
package for Pakistan's exist-
ing F-16 fleet, covering Link-
16 systems, cryptographic
equipment, avionics, train-
ing, and logistical support.
This was designed to keep
the US-made aircraft opera-
tional and interoperable.
Even as Trump has exalted
Pakistan Army Chief Asim
Munir as his "favourite Field
Marshal" for his mediation
role between the US and Iran
in the ongoing West Asian
conflict, the security rela-
tionship continues to be nar-
row, selective, and condition-
al. Nevertheless, the optics of
this deal deserve greater
attention, given the reported
involvement of Trump's sons
through an investment fund
in the company. This devel-
opment demonstrates a larg-
er pattern in the nature of
US-Pakistan ties, in which
diplomacy, personal rapport,
and private capital are close-
ly linked. This was also seen
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Pak's Drone Deal With A US Firm Is No
Windfall. But India Must Still Be Worried

in the cryptocurrency deal in
January 2026, when the
Pakistani government
signed an MoU with an
American company affiliated
with World Liberty
Financial, the Trump fami-
ly's crypto venture. Given
Pakistan's growing role in
West Asia, the deal seems
consistent with Pakistan's
historic strategy of keeping
itself relevant to
Washington, largely through
its rentier-state model. The
idea is to deliver enough to
remain indispensable to the
US, while the military estab-
lishment consolidates more
power at home. Pak's Drone
Capabilities Given the May
2025 conflict with India,
where the use of unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs)
became a key feature of this
conflict, this deal could have
implications for Pakistan's
defence industry and drone
capabilities. Pakistan's
defence industry has already
established a sustained UAV
ecosystem. The state-linked

defence company Global
Industrial & Defence
Solutions (GIDS) publicises
the Shahpar-II and Shahpar-
IIT UCAVs alongside smaller
tactical UAVs, loitering
munitions, surveillance pay-
loads, and anti-drone sys-
tems. The Shahpar-II Block-IT
is marketed as a MALE
armed UAV with
autonomous flight, redun-
dant datalinks, and a 120-kg
external payload capacity.
Pakistan has primarily
relied on China and Turkey,
its two biggest defence mar-
kets, for drone technology.
Pakistan's inventory cur-
rently includes Bayraktar
TB2, Akinci, and Chinese
Wing Loong II, alongside
indigenous platforms. Thus,
its recent deal with the
American company, which
reportedly involves a "joint
technology relationship",
could potentially expand
Pakistan's indigenous capa-
bilities. As of now, it remains
unclear whether Pakistan
has security-licensed produc-
tion of the Powerus systems;
the MoU does not constitute
an established joint produc-
tion line. Should local manu-
facturing materialise,
Pakistan could gain credible
exposure to integrating tech-
nology, foreign sensors, com-
munications, and mission
systems, in addition to its
existing drone ecosystem.
Overall, this also suggests
Pakistan's efforts to diversify
technological architecture.
For India, the immediate mil-
itary significance of this
development would become
clearer with time. An expan-
sion of the MoU to licensed
production, technology
transfer, and a boost to
indigenous design would
note a consequential push in
Pakistan's defence-industry
complex. That said, the histo-
ry of the US-Pakistan rela-
tionship over the last seven
decades offers useful insight.
These ties have deepened
when Washington has need-
ed Islamabad and receded
dramatically when
American priorities shifted.

I Lost My Entire Family In Kanishka Bombing.
41 Years Later, Canada Wants The Case Closed

SANJAY LAZAR

The horror of the Air India 182
Kanishka tragedy isn't easy to forget.
Even today, 41 years after the world's
worst aviation bombing, the families of
the Air India 182 Kanishka victims
have been shaken by suggestions from
the RCMP in Canada that the investiga-
tion should be wound up. On June 23,
1985, two bombs exploded. One at
Narita airport killed two baggage han-
dlers; the other, 54 minutes later,
exploded over the Atlantic Ocean, 90
miles out to sea from Cork, Ireland,
killing all 329 people on board, includ-
ing 86 children under the age of 13.
Orphaned as a teenager and losing my
entire family at 17, I began the struggle

for justice and accountability. As fami-
lies, we made the trek through tragedy
to search for people in Cork, where I
spent 25 days sifting through bodies and
body parts in a makeshift morgue to
identify our loved ones. That trauma
was revisited every anniversary as no
leads were forthcoming. In June 1995,
the Canadian government announced a
reward of $1 million for information
leading to the arrest of the conspirators,
but the fear was so rife among
Canadians that not a peep came in.
Delays And A Failed Trial It took
almost 18 years for charges to be filed in
2000, only for a multi-million-dollar trial
to fail to convict the accused. Witness
after witness had either been murdered
(while in RCMP protection, no less) or
intimidated beyond the pale, or had
their children's lives threatened. They
all developed selective amnesia in the
dock. The fact that most of the witness-
es were identified only by letters - Ms A,
D, E, etc. - itself indicates the level of
secrecy and the extent to which the wit-
ness protection programme failed in
the Air India 182 case and in dealing
with the Khalistani extremists.
Discriminatory Treatment The dis-
criminatory attitude of the Canadian
system towards the victims of the Air
India bombing in 1985 was brutally
exposed by Justice Major. Even in mat-
ters of compensation, Indians were
ignored, and Canadians of Indian origin

were offered much lower amounts than
“westerners”. In an interview with me
this week, retired Justice John C Major
expressed his pain over the way Canada
had looked at this tragedy, in stark con-
trast to the way it treated other
Canadians. Canada continued to treat it
as an “Indian problem”, he said, and not
a “Canadian tragedy”. No Consensus
Still That attitude became clearer this
week, when the families were called for
a meeting with the RCMP in Toronto,
during which the Canadian police force
expressed an intention to wind down
the Air India task force to zero inves-
tigative staff, with only administrative
staff remaining to return the victims'
personal effects.

The RCMP said it felt there were no fur-
ther leads to pursue in the investigation
to bring the culprits to book. This
admission comes barely months after
the Canadian Security Intelligence
Service (CSIS) made a public acknowl-
edgement that Canada-based
Khalistani extremists (CBKE) were
responsible for the Air India Flight 182
bombing on its 41st anniversary on
June 23, 2026. So, while the left hand
(CSIS) was admitting that Khalistani
extremists bombed Air India Kanishka,
the right hand (RCMP) said it had noth-
ing further to look for. The RCMP even
went so far as to suggest that if families
could provide fresh leads, they might
then be taken up. In the interim, the

RCMP had informed us that it was com-
municating with the Indian govern-
ment for the release of the wreckage
and personal effects of the victims, indi-
cating that this government and the
RCMP have thrown in the towel. The
Indian government will be acutely
aware that the Kanishka bombing is a
fiercely sensitive subject in India, and
Indians the world over will not accept
the summary closure of the hunt for the
killers. We have written to Prime
Minister Modi on his birthday, advis-
ing him that the families will never
accept such a summary closure. The
victims' families, the Canadian people,
and the peace-loving people of the world
will never let that happen. How US-
Israel Will Deal With Terrorism That
this RCMP meeting should happen in
the shadow of the 25th anniversary of
9/11 is tragic, especially considering
that the second of the 1988 Lockerbie
criminal trials is about to begin in New
York in autumn 2026. The Canadian
government, rather than give up the
AI-182 case, needs to increase the
reward and reissue it. Can anyone
imagine the state of the world had the
US thrown in the towel after 9/11 or
Lockerbie and not hunted down Al-
Qaeda and the Libyans? Or had Israel
not hunted down Klaus Barbie or
Franz Stangl and found the perpetra-
tors of those crimes? Some of those
hunts took more than 35 years.

SAUDI ARABIA'S YEMEN NIGHTMARE
HAS COME BACK TO HAUNT IT

HARSH V PANT

Saudi Arabia is once again
confronting the limits of its
ability to insulate its domes-
tic transformation from the
strategic turbulence of the
Middle East. What began as
an effort to contain the
Houthi threat on its southern
frontier has acquired a much
wider geopolitical dimen-
sion. The Kingdom now faces
pressure from the Houthis in
Yemen, Iran-aligned actors in
Iraq, and the broader conse-
quences of the US-Iran con-
frontation. More important-
ly, the conflict is intersecting
directly with Saudi Arabia's
energy security and the
ambitions of Vision 2030. The
significance of the current
escalation lies not simply in
the intensity of Houthi
attacks but in their geogra-
phy. The Houthis' advance
along Yemen's Red Sea coast,
including their capture of
Mocha and movement
toward Perim Island, has
brought them closer to the
Bab al-Mandeb, one of the
world's critical maritime
chokepoints. At a moment
when disruptions around the
Strait of Hormuz have made
alternative routes more
important, the Red Sea is
becoming less secure. Saudi
Arabia consequently finds
itself exposed at both ends of
its maritime energy architec-
ture. From De-escalation To
Exposure The relative calm
following the 2022 UN-bro-
kered truce allowed Riyadh
to rethink Yemen. After
years of costly military inter-
vention beginning in 2015,
Saudi Arabia increasingly
sought to stabilise its south-
ern border, reduce the finan-
cial and political costs of the
war, and concentrate on eco-

nomic diversification. The
logic was straightforward:
Saudi Arabia could not
simultaneously transform its
economy at home and
remain indefinitely trapped
in a war in Yemen. Yet, the
Yemen conflict was never
simply a bilateral Saudi-
Houthi confrontation. The
Houthis emerged as a power-
ful actor after seizing Sanaa
in 2014, while Iran became an
important source of military
and technological support.
The Houthis retain consider-
able autonomy, but their rela-
tionship with Tehran has
enabled them to become part
of a wider Iranian network
capable of exerting pressure
across the region. The post-
2022 political process conse-
quently remained fragile.
Questions surrounding
salaries in Houthi-controlled
territory, ports, flights,
restrictions, governance, and
economic resources
remained unresolved. The
regional upheaval following
the October 2023 Hamas
attack and the subsequent
disruption of Red Sea ship-
ping further complicated the
possibility of a durable settle-

ment. The present crisis has
exposed the weakness of that
uneasy equilibrium. The Iran
War The US-Iran confronta-
tion has transformed the
strategic value of Yemen.
With the Strait of Hormuz
severely disrupted, the Red
Sea and Saudi Arabia's west-
ern infrastructure have
assumed greater importance
for the movement of energy.
The East-West Pipeline and
Red Sea ports such as Yanbu
provide Riyadh with an alter-
native to routes through
Hormuz.

That alternative, however, is
useful only if the Red Sea
remains secure. The Houthis
appear to have recognised
this vulnerability. Their
attacks on Saudi territory
and energy infrastructure,
combined with efforts to
increase their control over
the approaches to Bab al-
Mandeb, have turned Yemen
from a peripheral security
problem into a direct compo-
nent of the wider struggle
over regional energy flows.
The result is a strategic
dilemma for Riyadh. It can-
not accept persistent attacks
on its territory and critical

infrastructure. Yet, a return
to the kind of large-scale
intervention that charac-
terised the 2015-2022 period
risks recreating the military
quagmire that Saudi diplo-
macy had sought to escape.
The Two-Strait Problem The
most consequential feature of
the current crisis is the con-
vergence of Hormuz and Bab
al-Mandeb. For Saudi Arabia,
this is not merely a military
problem; it is a problem of
economic geography. Vision
2030 depends on foreign
investment, tourism, logis-
tics, infrastructure, and the
perception that Saudi Arabia
is becoming a stable centre of
regional commerce. A pro-
longed conflict on its borders
directly complicates that
ambition. The vulnerability
of Saudi energy infrastruc-
ture has become increasingly
evident. Drone attacks attrib-
uted to Iragi militias have
affected the East-West
Pipeline, while Houthi
advances toward the Red Sea
have increased concerns
over the security of Saudi
exports through western
routes. The consequences
extend well beyond Saudi
Arabia. Threats to both
Hormuz and Bab al-Mandeb
place upward pressure on oil
prices, shipping costs, and
insurance premiums. If both
maritime corridors remain
contested, the repercussions
will be felt across Asia and
Europe. The strategic
assumption that energy pro-
ducers can compensate for
disruption at one chokepoint
by relying on another is con-
sequently becoming less reli-
able. For Riyadh, diversifica-
tion of export routes is
becoming almost as impor-
tant as diversification of the
economy itself.
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INDIA'S MOST CELEBRATED DESIGN
FESTIVAL RETURNS TO HYDERABAD

Hyderabad, India - 18th
September 2026: Design
Democracy, India's Most
Celebrated Design Festival,
today announced the fourth
edition of its flagship event, to
be held on 18-19-20 September
2026 at the HITEX Exhibition
Center, Hyderabad.
Over the last three years,
Design Democracy has estab-
lished itself as one of India's
most influential platforms for
architecture, interiors, furni-
ture, product design, lighting,
furnishings, accessories, art,
and craftsmanship. The 2026
edition promises to be its
largest and most immersive
yet, bringing together over
200 leading design brands,
150+ speakers, and an expect-
ed 30,000+ visitors from
across the country.
Spread across four distinctive
halls, Canvas, Muse, Atelier,
and Alchemy, the festival will
showcase the very best in
design through exhibitions,
installations, conversations,
and curated experiences.
This year's edition introduces
an exceptional line-up of
curated exhibitions, each cel-
ebrating a unique dimension
of design and creativity:
Museum of Telangana,

curated by Supraja Rao of
Design House

Gallery of Sustainability,
curated by Jasem Pirani &
Huzefa Rangwala of MuseLab

Precious Objects, curated
by Monika & Sarah

Business

Choudhary of Habitat
Architects

The Art Edit, curated by
Anish Gawande in collabora-
tion with Sakshi Art Gallery

The Fabric of Design, a
new immersive textile show-
case featuring celebrated
names including Gaurang
Shah, Divani, and Yavi,
explores the intersection of
heritage, craftsmanship, and
innovation. The festival will
also feature DD Talks and DD
Focus, bringing together
more than 150 architects,
designers, artists, entrepre-
neurs, and thought leaders
for keynote sessions and
panel discussions on the
future of design. Some of the
key speakers include Alfaz
Miller, Ravinder Reddy,
Sandeep Khosla, Ankon
Mitra, and Sussanne Khan.
Adding to the experience will

be large-scale outdoor instal-
lations, experiential showcas-
es, networking events, and
The Gourmet Zone, a curated
culinary destination featur-
ing cafés, concept Kitchens,
and craft bars. Speaking
about the fourth edition,
Pallika Sreewastav, Co-
Founder, Design Democracy,
said: "Design Democracy was
born from a simple belief that
great design has the power to
inspire, connect, and bring
people together. Over the
years, it has grown into a plat-
form where ideas are
exchanged, collaborations
are forged, and creativity is
celebrated. As we welcome
the fourth edition, our com-
mitment remains the same: to
build an ecosystem that
champions Indian design
while bringing together the
people who shape its future.”

Shailja Patwari, Co-Founder,
Design Democracy, added:
"India's design story deserves
aplatform as bold and layered
as the country itself. With
every edition, we are not just
building a festival, we are
nurturing a community that
thinks, questions, and creates
together. Design Democracy
2026 is our most ambitious
chapter yet, and we look for-
ward to welcoming the coun-
try's design fraternity once
again.” Arjun Rathi, Co-
Founder, Design
Democracy, said: "Design
Democracy is about creating
experiences that spark
curiosity and meaningful
dialogue. Every space, every
installation, and every con-
versation has been thought-
fully envisioned to celebrate
the richness, diversity, and
future of Indian design."
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MARUTI SUZUKI ACHIEVES 1 MILLION VEHI-
CLE DISPATCHES THROUGH ITS IN-PLANT
RAILWAY SIDINGS IN GUJARAT AND MANESAR

Hansalpur/Manesar/ New
Delhi, 18 September 2026:
Maruti Suzuki India Limited
(“Maruti  Suzuki”) has
achieved a significant mile-
stone of 1 million (10 lakh)
cumulative vehicle dispatch-
es through its in-plant rail-
way sidings at Hansalpur,
Gujarat and Manesar,
Haryana. Approximately 0.79
million (7.9 lakh) vehicles
were dispatched via the
Gujarat railway siding while
the Manesar railway siding
contributed to around 0.21
million (2.1 lakh) vehicles.

The milestone was achieved
in just three years and five
months since operations
commenced at the Gujarat
railway siding in March 2023
and the Manesar railway sid-
ing in June 2025. Maruti
Suzuki is the first and only

passenger vehicle OEM in
India to have in-plant railway
sidings at its manufacturing
facilities at Hansalpur and
Manesar. The shift of vehicle
transportation from road to
rail through these dedicated
in-plant facilities has helped
avoid GHG* emissions, while
reducing fuel consumption
and easing overall road con-
gestion In the current fiscal
year till 31 August, Maruti
Suzuki’s rail-based vehicle
dispatches have crossed 3
lakh vehicles. Speaking on
the milestone, Mr. Hisashi
Takeuchi, Managing
Director & CEO, Maruti
Suzuki India Limited, said,
“Reaching one million cumu-
lative vehicle dispatches
through our in-plant railway
sidings marks a landmark
achievement in our green

logistics journey. Developed
under the PM GatiShakti
National Master Plan, these
sidings demonstrate how
integrated multi-modal infra-
structure can deliver both
operational efficiencies and
environmental benefits.
With our Gujarat and
Manesar in-plant railway sid-
ings contributing to 70% of
total rail-based dispatches in
the current fiscal, we are
making strong progress in
scaling up rail-based vehicle
transportation.” He added,
“Our share of rail-based vehi-
cle dispatches has grown
from 5% in FY 2014-15 to
26.5% in FY 2025-26. Our mid-
term goal is to increase rail-
based vehicle dispatches to
35% by FY 2030-31# through
continued investment in rail
infrastructure, including an

in-plant siding at our new
Kharkhoda facility. This will
improve the efficiency of our
sustainable logistics network
and support India’s Net Zero
ambitions.” Maruti Suzuki
has cumulatively dispatched
over 3.3 million (33 lakh)
vehicles via rail since FY
2014-15. Out of this, 1 million
is through the Company’s in-
plant railway sidings in
Gujarat and Manesar, while
the remaining rail-based dis-
patches were undertaken
using loading terminals
located outside the manufac-
turing facilities.

An in-plant railway siding is
a dedicated rail terminal
built inside a manufacturing
facility that allows vehicles
or goods to be loaded after
production onto trains with-
in the plant itself,

Al hiring trusted by 52 PC in
India, report flags bias concerns

New Delhi: Amid a surge in
job-hunting and recruit-
ment activity, over half of
respondents expressed con-
fidence in the use of artifi-
cial intelligence in hiring
but organisations must
ensure Al hiring processes
are fair and transparent,

the Association of
Chartered Certified
Accountants said on
Wednesday, September

16.The statement from pro-
fessional accountancy body
said 52 per cent of respon-
dents in India are confident
about Al algorithms in hir-
ing processes, well above
the global figure of 43 per
cent. The trend is mirrored

at board level with 40 per
cent of leaders trusting
their use of AI when select-
ing talent. Generationally
in India, Gen Z is the most
positive about the use of Al
to support transparency in
the recruitment processes,
with 54 per cent of the
cohort confident that it can
support fair and unbiased
hiring. Gen Y is more bal-
anced — with 48 per cent
showing confidence, while
Gen X is wary by compari-
son — with only 27 per cent
feeling the same. Across dif-
ferent seniority levels, the
confidence levels around
Al-based hiring in India are
higher compared to global

figures. Respondents in our
survey said that using Al in
hiring is proving to be a
strong recruitment funnel -
helping them sift through
large applicant pools, but it
requires human ownership
and intervention, said Sajid
Khan, Director — India at
ACCA. “However, Al mod-
els can have inherent biases
and are not automatically
objective or fair. Context
blindness is another risk —
explaining career decisions
like career breaks, changes,
and growth come with sub-
jectivity and personal sto-
ries — something that agen-
tic Al can’t be expected to be
mindful about. Khan
added. The accountancy
body said that one of the
main concern is the lack of
human touch in processes —
less personal feedback on
applications, and the
increased anonymity of
processes that are less
human-centric. The state-
ment noted growing inter-
est in the appropriate gover-
nance around the use of
technologies.

India’s retail inflation hits 4.8% in
August, rises for 10th straight month

India’s consumer price infla-

tion rose to 4.82% in August
from 4.45% in July, adding
to pressure on the country’s
central bank to raise key
benchmark rates. The head-
line inflation number was
slightly above economists’
expectations for a 4.80% rise,
according to a Reuters poll.
Inflation has been on the
rise for 10 straight months in
the world’s fastest-growing
economy, according to data
from LSEG. India’s food
inflation climbed to 5.95% in
August from 5.52% a month
ago, India’s Ministry of
Statistics and Program
Implementation said in a
Monday release. Goods
transport service inflation

rose the sharpest to over
14% in August, while per-
sonal transport inflation
rose over 7%, the release
said. India is among the
countries most vulnerable to
the supply disruptions
caused by the Iran war. It
imports nearly 85% of its
fuel needs and relies on the
energy supply chain
through the Strait of
Hormuz. Global oil prices
have soared past $100 a bar-
rel and rose further on
Monday after Saudi Arabia
closed a key East-West ener-
gy pipeline following dam-
age from a drone attack.
Despite rising food and fuel
prices over the last several
months, India’s economic

growth for the June quarter
was stronger than expected
at 7.8%. Global brokerages
Morgan Stanley and Citi
have raised their economic
growth forecast for the 12
months ending in March
2027 to 7.3% from less than
7% earlier. However, econo-
mists do see the pace of
growth slowing down in the
second half of the year.
“Even as GDP growth has
held up well thus far, some
softening could be in order,”
HSBC said in its report at
the beginning of September.
High base, cuts to public
capex for meeting fiscal
deficit targets and the
impact of deficient rains on
sowing patterns are some of
the key reasons the broker-
age expects India’s growth to
slow over the next few quar-
ters. The Indian central
bank has repeatedly empha-
sized its focus on core infla-
tion, which is yet to become
a major concern. But pro-
longed higher energy and
food prices tend to increase
core inflation through high-
er input, transportation, and
operational costs.

WPI INFLATION RISES
TO 9.92 PC IN AUGUST

New Delhi: Wholesale
price-based inflation rose to
9.92 per cent in August, com-
pared to 9.78 per cent in
July, on rising prices of
food, manufactured items,
and fuel and power, govern-
ment data showed on
Monday. Inflation in the
food index rose to 7.05 per
cent in August, from 6.65 per
cent in July. In manufac-
tured items, WPI inflation
was at a series high of 8.37
per cent, higher than 8.29
per cent in July. In the fuel
and power basket, whole-
sale price index (WPI)-based
inflation was 22.93 per cent.
“Across groups, mineral
oils (containing petroleum
products), food articles,

manufacture of food prod-
ucts, manufacture of basic
metals, non-food articles,
and manufacture of chemi-
cals and chemical products
have been major drivers of
WPI inflation in August
2026,” the Commerce and
Industry Ministry said
while releasing the WPI
data. The WPI has been on
an upward trajectory since
the beginning of this fiscal
year as the West Asia war
and the resultant blockade
of the Strait of Hormuz,
through which the majority
of crude oil is imported into
India, pushed up global
crude and fertiliser costs
with a spillover effect on
food prices.

Ujjivan Small Finance Bank launches ‘Nothing Small About
Us’ campaign with R. Madhavan as Brand Ambassador

Andhra Pradesh, September
2026: Ujjivan Small Finance
Bank Limited (Ujjivan SFB),
serving over 1 crore cus-
tomers through 800+ branch-
es across 26 States and Union
Territories, announced the
launch of its new brand cam-
paign ‘Nothing Small About
Us’, featuring acclaimed
actor and Padma Shri
awardee R. Madhavan as its
Brand Ambassador. The cam-
paign is rooted in a key cus-
tomer insight: the word
‘Small’ can sometimes create
a perception that the Bank
caters primarily to small-tick-
et financial needs, has a limit-
ed range of banking products
and offerings, or operates at a
smaller scale. ‘Nothing Small
About Us’ seeks to address
this perception by showcas-
ing the Ujjivan Small Finance
Bank of today. Ujjivan offers
a comprehensive range of
banking solutions across sav-
ings, deposits, lending and
business banking, forex and
NRI services, as well as
investment and wealth solu-
tions. Its loan offerings range
from 26,000 to ?250 crore,
catering to customers with
diverse financial needs.
Commenting on the cam-
paign, Lakshman
Velayutham, Chief

Marketing Officer, Ujjivan
Small Finance Bank, said:
“Nothing Small About Us’
comes from a very real cus-
tomer insight. We found that
the word ‘Small’ can some-
times lead to a perception
that our offerings, ticket sizes
or even our scale may be lim-
ited. The Ujjivan of today is
very different from that per-
ception, with an extensive
branch network and a com-
prehensive range of banking
and lending solutions cater-
ing to diverse customer
needs. Through this cam-

paign, we want everyone to
see Ujjivan for what it is
today, a bank with the scale,
reach and breadth of offer-
ings to serve the diverse
financial needs. R.
Madhavan, with the credibili-
ty, authenticity and trust he
has built over the years, is a
natural fit to convey this mes-
sage.” The choice of R.
Madhavan as Ujjivan’s Brand
Ambassador stems from the
strong alignment between the
values he represents and
those of the Bank. Over the
years, R. Madhavan has built

an image associated with
integrity, humility, versatili-
ty and authenticity, earning
trust through consistency,
and establishing a strong con-
nect across audiences and
geographies. These qualities
closely align with Ujjivan’s
values and the relationship
the Bank seeks to build with
its customers and stakehold-
ers. Commenting on his asso-
ciation with Ujjivan Small
Finance Bank, Padma Shri
awardee R. Madhavan said:
“Whenever I associate with a
brand, I like to understand it
first. So, before coming on
board with Ujjivan, I did my
own due diligence. I read
about the Bank, its journey
and what it has built over the
years. I was genuinely happy
with what I learnt, and it gave
me the confidence to associ-
ate with Ujjivan. And trust
me, there is nothing small
about them. I believe there is
a lot more about Ujjivan that
people should know, and I am
happy to be associated with
the Bank.” The integrated
campaign will be amplified
across television, print, digi-
tal, OT'T/CTV, outdoor, social
media and Ujjivan’s branch
network, creating a consis-
tent brand narrative across
consumer touchpoints.

Max Fashion Brings Its First New Identity Store to Hyderabad
with a 13,000 Sq. Ft. Flagship Store at Nexus Mall, Kukatpally

HYDERABAD, 18th
September 2026: Hyderabad
has a new fashion destina-
tion, and it opened with star
power to match. Actor
Mrunal Thakur joined Max
Fashion to inaugurate its
newest store at Nexus
Hyderabad, Kukatpally,
marking the debut of the
brand's first New Identity
store in the city, timed to the
launch of Max Project New,
the brand's festive collection
curated by Kalki Koechlin
and designed by Artists.
Spanning 13,000 sq. ft., the
store brings Max's evolving
retail experience to
Hyderabad, a fresh way for
customers to discover,
explore and shop. The cur-
tains parted, and there she
was. Mrunal Thakur, joined
by Sumit Chandna, CEO,
Max Fashion, stepped for-
ward to cut the ribbon and
open the store's doors. What
followed was the moment the
room had been waiting for.
Mrunal unboxed the Max
Project New collection live, a
festive line curated by Kalki
Koechlin, rooted in Sanganer
block printing from
Rajasthan, and featuring
original art by specially-
abled artists from Kairassi
Foundation, Chennai. It was

a fitting reveal: Max Fashion,
showing in real time just how
far its retail experience has
come. A New Way to
Experience Max The inaugu-
ration may have brought the
crowd, but the new store
itself is the bigger story.
Designed around a simple
idea, walk in and experience
the difference the New
Identity store offers a more
open, immersive fashion
experience, one built for how
people actually shop today: at
their own pace. Every ele-
ment of the space has been
rethought with intent, wider
aisles that invite browsing,
collections that speak for
themselves, and a layout that
moves as naturally as the cus-

tomer does. It's a space made
to spend time in. "Hyderabad
has always been an impor-
tant market for Max Fashion,
and we wanted our first New
Identity store in the city to
feel like a meaningful step
forward. The idea was to cre-
ate a space where customers
could discover fashion differ-
ently, with more room to
explore, find inspiration and
make the experience their
own. Having Mrunal Thakur
join us for the inauguration
made the opening even more
special. As the festive season
begins, we are excited to wel-
come Hyderabad to this new
chapter for Max," said Sumit
Chandna, CEO, Max
Fashion. "Walking through

this store today, what struck
me most was how different it
felt, more like stepping into
an experience than a store.
Every corner has clearly
been thought through, from
how the collections are dis-
played to how easy it is to just
walk in and find your own
style. It's exciting to see Max
bring this kind of energy to
Hyderabad, and I'm glad I got
to be part of the celebration,"
said Mrunal Thakur. The
store also marks Max
Fashion's 39th store in
Hyderabad, bringing togeth-
er the brand's complete
Fashion for All proposition
across men, women and
kids, alongside footwear and
accessories.
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17 Kkilled after vehicle loaded with
explosives rams Pakistan mosque

At least 17 people have been
killed and 73 others wound-
ed after a vehicle laden with
explosives rammed into a
mosque in north-western
Pakistan, according to
Pakistan's news agency.
Seven police officers and a
four-year-old child are
among those Kkilled in the
attack, which also involved
gunmen opening fire within
a police facility in the city of
Kohat in the province of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the
Associated Press of Pakistan
(APP) reported. Video found
by BBC Verify shows the
site covered in rubble and
people tending to casualties.
Pakistan's President Asif Ali
Zardari expressed "his best
wishes for the swift recovery
of those injured in the explo-
sion" in a statement. The
blast is reported to have
occurred around 13:15 local

in recent months, with dering Afghanistan, when
armed groups targeting the an attacker apparently

province in recent years.
Photos from the scene

time (08:15 GMT) while
Friday prayers were taking
place. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
police Insp Gen Zulfikar
Hameed described it as a
"suicide attack", according
to news agency Reuters,
which also reported that
police had confirmed all
seven attackers had been
killed in the explosion and
the gun battle that followed.
A police spokesperson said
the seven armed militants
attempted to infiltrate the
police facility following the
blast, according to the APP.
No group has immediately
claimed responsibility for
the attack. Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
condemned the  blast.
Militancy in Pakistan's bor-
der areas has risen sharply

military and police.
Islamabad says militants
use Afghanistan as a safe
haven to train and plan
attacks in Pakistan.
Afghanistan's Taliban gov-
ernment denies the accusa-
tion and says militant
groups are a domestic prob-
lem for Pakistan. A vehicle
bomb exploded Friday at a
mosque near police offices
in northwestern Pakistan as
gunmen tried to storm the
compound, killing at least 21
people and wounding 80 oth-
ers, police and rescue offi-
cials said. Among those
killed and wounded were
police officers attending
prayers at the mosque. The
bombing occurred in Kohat,
a district in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province bor-

rammed an explosives-laden
vehicle into the mosque,
said Zulfigar Hameed, the
provincial police chief. Most
of those killed were police
officers, hospital officials
said. Bilal Faizi, a senior res-
cue official, said most of the
dead and wounded had been
attending prayers at the
mosque. At least seven
armed gunmen also attempt-
ed to enter the police com-
pound and exchanged fire
with officers. Six of the gun-
men were Killed, according
to police, who said one sui-
cide bomber attacked the
nearby office of an intelli-
gence agency. The police
compound housed countert-
errorism police, who had
carried out operations
against militants across the

showed the outer wall of the
police offices had collapsed
and the mosque was badly
damaged. Smoke rose over
the site after the blast, which
witnesses and residents said
was heard far away, fol-
lowed by gunfire. Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
condemned the attack and
expressed sorrow over the
casualties. He directed
authorities to accelerate res-
cue operations. No immedi-
ate claim of responsibility
The attack came as violence
has surged in the region,
with security forces target-
ing militants. No group
immediately claimed
responsibility for the attack,
but suspicion was likely to
fall on the Pakistani
Taliban, formally known as

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan,
or TTP. It comes a day after a

roadside bomb struck a
security forces convoy in the
northwestern Hangu dis-
trict and Kkilled six soldiers.
Government troops also con-
ducted raids in various
areas on Thursday and
killed 10 militants believed
to be members of the
Pakistani Taliban, the mili-
tary and police said.
Pakistani Taliban have
stepped up attacks on police
and civilians in recent
years. In 2023, a suicide
bomber Killed 101 people in
an attack inside a mosque in
Peshawar,

the capital of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province. The
group is separate from but
allied with Afghanistan's
Taliban, which returned to
power in 2021.
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Russian hybrid attacks against
Europe intensifying, says Macron

French President
Emmanuel Macron has
warned that the threat of
hybrid attacks by Russia
against Europe and France
has intensified. In a news
conference at the Elysee
Palace, Macron said he had
ordered a plan to protect crit-
ical infrastructure and
defence industry sites in the
face of this threat. He said
France had been targeted by
Russian hybrid attacks in
the past few weeks which
would not be left "without a
response”. A growing num-
ber of European leaders
have warned that Russia
may be preparing attacks to
test their commitment to
supporting Ukraine. War
may be coming. Are we psy-
chologically ready? Hybrid
warfare or hybrid attacks
are loose terms which tend
to describe non-military
methods, for example cyber-
attacks, sabotage or misin-
formation, designed to exert
pressure and destabilise an
adversary. These are quite
often employed using prox-
ies, but Russia always denies
involvement in such attacks
despite growing evidence to
the contrary. The French
president was speaking to
journalists after meeting
party leaders to discuss the
security impact of the wars
in the Middle East and
Ukraine. Macron mentioned
last month's drone attack on
Leipzig airport in Germany,
blamed on Russia, and
remarks by Polish Prime
Minister Donald Tusk sug-

gesting Russia was planning
drone and missile strikes
against Poland and other
countries on Nato's eastern
flank. "In recent weeks, the
threat

Russian  hybrid

against Europeans and
against France has intensi-
fied," he said. "The intent is
to intimidate us and break
our effort to support
UKkraine. The result will be
the exact opposite. We are
not intimidated because we
know that our security today
and tomorrow is at stake in
Ukraine." On Thursday
Tusk told Polish MPs that
Russian plans included
strikes by drones and mis-
siles on countries supporting
UKraine. He said there was a
"real risk" of such strikes on
the territory of Nato coun-
tries, with Moscow then
claiming that they were
"accidental", in an attempt to
split the alliance. Last
Sunday, a Russian drone hit
a passenger train near the
Ukraine-Poland border
shortly after former UK
Prime  Minister Boris
Johnson and top European
security officials had passed
through along the same line.
Ukraine said all the passen-
gers had been evacuated just
minutes before the strike at
Yahodyn, which hit the
train's engine. There have
also been a number of suspi-
cious fires at defence facili-
ties from Italy to Estonia,
with some of the affected

countries blaming Russia.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin has repeatedly said
Russia does not plan to
attack Europe, but Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov
warned European nations
against sending troops to
Ukraine, which would be
seen by Russia as a declara-
tion of war. "If Europe
attacks Russia, it will be a
completely different war,
and it will be very short," he
said. Meanwhile on Friday,
Russia reiterated its warning
to the UK that any British
military facilities in Ukraine
used to strike Russian terri-
tory were "legitimate tar-
gets". It reserved the right to
take "necessary counter-
measures" in response to the
UK's "fiercely confrontation-
al stance regarding Ukraine",
referring to its supply of
drones and other weapon
systems to Kyiv. Russia
launched a full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in 2022.
Macron also addressed the
energy situation, saying that
the government had been
tasked with protecting criti-
cal infrastructure and the
"most sensitive" defence
industry and technology
sites against drone and
cyberattacks.

New wild cat species
discovered - with only one
known living member

A spotted cat from the
forests of Bolivia has been
confirmed as a new
species. The small feline,
about the size of a domestic
moggy, went under the
radar because it was con-
fused with other wild cats
that share similar spots
and stripes. But DNA stud-
ies show the cat is actually
in a class of its own, high-
lighting how much
remains unknown about
some of the world's most
elusive mammals.
Scientists hope the discov-
ery will draw attention to
the conservation of tiger
cats, a group of small wild
cats found in South and
Central America that

receives far less public
attention than their larger
cousins like lions, leopards
and tigers. Tiger cats are
small, spotted wild cats
found across Central and
South America, from Costa
Rica to Bolivia and
Argentina. They look
remarkably similar and
even experts can struggle
to tell them apart. "It's an
amazing result that we
have a new species for the
world, which is the
Leopardus tilcayo," said
Paola Nogales-Ascarrunz
of Universidad Mayor de
San Andres in La Paz,
Bolivia. "It's amazing that
there are still new species
waiting to be discovered:
we don't have to go to a vol-
cano, an island, or deep
into the sea." Only one con-
firmed living member of
the species is known - a cat
in a rescue sanctuary in
Bolivia - but scientists
believe others exist. It was
this 10-year-old cat, nick-
named 'Tigrino', that set
scientists on the path to
discovery.

THREE DEAD AND EIGHT INJURED IN
PHILIPPINES SCHOOL SHOOTING

A 16-year-old gunman has
shot two students dead and
injured eight others at a
Philippine high school,
before killing himself. The
two deceased victims were
14-year-old pupils at a
school in Banga in the
southern province of
Mindanao, the local mayor
told the BBC. Albert
Palencia said four of the
injured were in critical
condition. The education
department said in a state-
ment it was "deeply con-
cerned" by the reported
incident which took place
on Friday afternoon at
Banga National High
School. This is the third
deadly school shooting in
the Philippines since June
this year. "Our immediate
priority is the safety and
well-being of our learners,
teachers and school person-
nel," the education depart-
ment said, adding it was
coordinating with authori-
ties to verify the incident
and provide necessary sup-
port. "We urge everyone to
remain calm and refrain
from sharing unverified

information as authorities
continue their investiga-
tion." Palencia told Reuters
news agency that during a
lunchtime conversation on
Friday, the gunman had
urged friends to go home
"because after lunch, [he
would] be executing [his]
plan". "His friends laughed
because the shooter was a
known joker," Palencia told
the news agency. "After
lunch, he started shooting
students. He hit 10 students
before killing himself."
Classes have been suspend-
ed "in all levels in the entire
municipality of Banga" due
to the shooting, disaster

management authorities
said in a statement. The
Philippines Red Cross said
it was alerted to the inci-
dent at 14:00 local time
(06:00 GMT) and had dis-
patched an ambulance with
four paramedics to provide
life-saving assistance.
Police are at the site inves-
tigating the shooting, local
media reported. Gun crime
is not uncommon in the
Philippines, which has one
of the highest rates of gun
ownership in the region.
Broadly speaking, school
shootings are rare, but
today's incident marks the
third deadly campus shoot-

ing in the last four months.
In June, three students
were Killed and more were
injured after their peers
opened fire at a high school
in central Philippines.
Investigators believed the
deadly shooting had been
motivated by a "grudge"
over bullying. In August, a
student at a Catholic junior
high school in the southern
Philippines shot dead a fel-
low student and later took
his own life. In this case,
the suspect had fired at the
teacher, but missed, then
moved to another class-
room and shot a student,
who later died. Following
the shooting on Friday,
Reynaldo Tamayo, the
South Cotabato governor,
urged adult gun owners to
"be responsible in storing
firearms" and ensuring
that minors do not get
access to them. "We cannot
expect a handful of security
personnel to monitor thou-
sands of students. We need
to work together because
otherwise this will be very
difficult for us to address,"
he told Reuters.

Lindsay Clancy holdout juror
says he had no doubt she
deliberately killed her children

The lone holdout juror in
the trial of Lindsay Clancy
has said he "didn't have any
doubts" that she was crimi-
nally responsible for
killing her three children.
"Based on all the physical
evidence, key witnesses
and what the prosecution
presents, I thought it was
enough proof that she
knew exactly what she was
doing and planned it,"
Michael Desronvil said in a
statement to CBS News, the
BBC's US partner. The
judge declared a mistrial
on 4 September after the
jury failed to reach a unan-
imous verdict following
nearly 40 hours of deliber-
ating. Clancy admitted to
the killings but her lawyers
argued she had been suffer-
ing from postpartum psy-
chosis. Prosecutors said
the killings were calculat-
ed. Warning: This article
contains distressing details
The 36-year-old was
charged with three counts
of first-degree murder after
strangling Cora, five,
Dawson, three, and Callan,
eight months, at the fami-
ly's Massachusetts home

before jumping out of the
second-floor window. To
find Clancy guilty, jurors
had to be unanimously con-
vinced beyond reasonable
doubt that she intentional-
ly killed her children and
that she did not do so as a
result of postpartum psy-
chosis, a rare and serious
condition. The jury - nine
women and three men -
considered a range of
options including not
guilty by reason of insani-
ty, manslaughter and first-
degree murder. Several
jurors have said following
the mistrial being declared
that the panel was ulti-
mately divided 11-1 in
favour of finding Clancy
not criminally responsible.

Police begin operation to move migrants from Ceuta beaches

DOZENS OF SUSPECTED ILLEGAL MIN-
ERS DIE IN NIGERIAN CUSTODY

Thirty-seven
accused of illegal mining in
north-central Nigeria have
died in custody, official say.
Police have set up an inves-
tigation into the deaths,
which the Nigerian
Security and Civil Defence
Corps (NSCDC) blamed on
an apparent disease out-
break. However, an intelli-
gence report shared with
AFP news agency suggested
the group had died because
of overcrowding and poor
ventilation inside the deten-
tion facility in Niger state.
The deaths have sparked
disturbances including
attacks on public buildings,
and a 24-hour curfew has
been put in place in the
state capital, Minna, as a
result. On Tuesday, a group
of young men were arrested
for suspected illegal mining
near Borgu - a part of Niger

people

state known for small-scale
gold mining. Two days
later, 37 people were found
dead inside the detention
centre run by the NSCDC -
responsible for protecting
critical infrastructure and
tackling crimes including
illegal mining. NSCDC
spokesperson  Babawale
Afolabi said more than 50
people had been arrested,
and they had not been
charged because profiling

and documentation were
still under way before the
deaths. The father of one of
those detained said rela-
tives went to the NSCDC
office seeking their release
but were repeatedly told to
return later.
"Unfortunately, the follow-
ing day we got the news that
our children had died," he
added. Abdullahi Dalhatu
told the BBC: "We believe
they suffocated because

there was no ventilation."
He said his son had sur-
vived because he was near a
small window. "His friend
slumped and fainted, and
many others also col-
lapsed." His son described
how detainees fainted in the
heat of the overcrowded
and poorly ventilated cell,
his father said. He said
detainees repeatedly
knocked on the door for
help but nobody opened it.
The BBC has not independ-
ently verified his account.
One father told Nigerian
media that his son had
appeared healthy when rel-
atives took him food the day
before his death and called
for an independent post-
mortem examination. After
news of the deaths spread,
miners and relatives start-
ed attacking public build-
ings and buses.




CRISTIANO RONALDO
NAMED IN PORTUGAL SQUAD
FOR NATIONS LEAGUE

Cristiano Ronaldo was called up for
the start of Portugal's Nations League
campaign on Friday as Jorge Jesus
named his first squad since taking
over as coach. The 41-year-old Ronaldo
said last month this would "probably"
be his final season in football, bring-
ing the curtain down on a remarkable
career during which he has scored
more than 950 goals for club and coun-
try. Jesus, 72, coached five-time Ballon
d'Or winner Ronaldo at Al-Nassr
before leaving in May after guiding
the club to the Saudi Pro League title.
He replaced Roberto Martinez after
Portugal's last-16 exit at the World
Cup. Ronaldo is the leading scorer in
the history of men's international foot-
ball with 146 goals in 233 appearances.
He became the first player to score at
six World Cups last summer, but his
performances at the tournament drew
criticism, while Martinez also faced
scrutiny for continuing to back his
ageing captain. Borussia Dortmund
forward Fabio Silva has been recalled,
earning his first call-up since making
his sole international appearance in
November 2024, while Benfica mid-
fielder Joao Palhinha returns for the
first time in nearly a year. Portugal

have won the Nations League twice in
four editions. They are the reigning
champions after beating Spain on
penalties in the 2025 final. The
Portuguese begin their 2026-27 cam-
paign against Wales in Lisbon on
September 24 before facing Norway in
Oslo three days later and Denmark
away on October 1, ahead of a return
meeting with Norway in Porto on
October 4. Ronaldo refused to confirm
whether he would continue to play for
his country after Portugal's World
Cup round-of-16 defeat by eventual the
winners Spain in July. But the Al-
Nassr forward is part of a 25-man
group chosen for Portugal's four
Nations League games between 24
September and 4 October. Jesus has
replaced Roberto Martinez, who
stepped down as Portugal coach after  his
their World Cup exit. The 72-year-old
was Ronaldo's club boss last season,
when the pair helped Al-Nassr win the
Saudi Pro League for the first time in
seven years. The former Manchester
United Real Madrid forward, who
announced that this summer's World
Cup would be his last, was in tears
after Portugal's World Cup exit. When
asked if he would keep playing for his

Euros

Pepe, who
was 41 and
130 days for

2 0 2 4

Ronaldo's for-
mer Portugal
team-mate

last
game at Euro

country, he said: "I will meet
the family and take deci-
sions with a calm head."
This sparked speculation he
could follow his great rival
Lionel Messi and retire
from international foot-
ball. Ronaldo will turn 42
before next summer's
Nations League finals
and will be 43 by Euro

2028. The oldest play-

er in the history of

is

Manchester

United pair Diogo Dalot and Bruno
Fernandes are also in the squad,
along with Ruben Dias (Manchester
City) and Pedro Neto (Chelsea).
Portugal are at home to Wales on 24
September (19:45 BST) and away to
Norway three days later.
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Gautam Gambhir's Blunt 'Sanju
Samson Remark' As Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi Gets Snubbed Again

India men's cricket team's
head coach Gautam
Gambhir said the 15-year-
old batting prodigy Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi will have to
wait for his opportunity in
the senior national team,
stressing that players who
have performed consistent-
ly over the last few years
will remain ahead of new-
comers. Speaking at the
post-match press confer-
ence after India's 127-run
win over Afghanistan in the
third and final T20I at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium here
on Thursday, Gambhir said
Sooryavanshi would get a
longer run when his chance
arrived. "From Vaibhav's
point of view, it was a very
clear conversation that he
will have to wait for his
opportunity. We know the
kind of talent he has and
what he can do, but some-
one who has been perform-
ing for the last 2-3 years will
always be ahead of someone
who has just entered the
team. Whenever he gets his
run, he will get a longer run
as well. That is what Indian

cricket is all about—we
want competition and talent
in the dressing room, but
that's how cricket goes.
Whether youre a 15-year-
old or a 30-year-old, when
you have to wait for your
opportunity, you have to
wait for your opportunity,”
said the head coach.
Sooryavanshi was not
included in the playing XI in
any of the three T20Is
against Afghanistan, with
Sanju Samson featuring
throughout the series.
Gambhir backed Samson's
selection, saying the wicket-
keeper-batter's talent and
past performances warrant-
ed his place in the dressing

room. Samson scored 50 in
the series-deciding match
after registering another
half-century in the previous
game. "I think his
[Samson's] talent itself is
enough for him to be in the
dressing room. I think he's
shown what he's capable of.
Someone doesn't become a
Player of the Tournament
in a World Cup without hav-
ing that talent. So he's done
enough. Obviously, it was
tough—probably the tough-
est decision I've taken in my
coaching tenure was leav-
ing him out in that England
series, considering how he
performed prior to that,"
said Gambhir.

Accused Of Gambling, Mohammad Rizwan Submits
Strong Response Against Pakistan's Cyber Crime Agency

Pakistan cricketer
Mohammad Rizwan has
submitted his response to
the National Cyber Crime
Investigation Agency's
(NCCIA) questionnaire
while questioning the basis
of the agency's inquiry
against him. In his response,
the wicketkeeper-batter also
requested details of the alle-
gations against him and
questioned why the ICC's
Anti-Corruption Unit was
not tasked with probing the
matter. "As a cricketer, I
have served the Pakistan
team to the best of my abili-
ty," Rizwan stated in his
response, as quoted by
Samaa TV. The cricketer
also stated that he had not
been informed about the
online gambling incident he
was allegedly linked to and

sought details of the allega-
tions against him. The wick-
etkeeper-batter questioned
the basis on which the
NCCIA was probing the mat-
ter, stating that the ICC ACU
should have been conduct-
ing the investigation.
"Despite being an active
cricketer, the allegations
against me were not report-
ed to the ICC's Anti-

Corruption Unit," he stated.
"It is incomprehensible why
the NCCIA is conducting an
inquiry into such a case,"
the cricketer said in his
response. Rizwan also
demanded details of the alle-
gations against him. "I
should be provided with full
details of the allegations
against me so that I can par-
ticipate in the inquiry," he

said. Meanwhile, the Lahore
High Court has also dis-
missed Rizwan's petition, in
which he argued that the
NCCIA had not explained
why it questioned him and
that it lacked jurisdiction
over the matter. The peti-
tion was dismissed shortly
after a hearing on Thursday.
A few days ago, Rizwan and
Imam-ul-Haq appeared
before the NCCIA in Lahore
regarding alleged leaks of
information from the team's
dressing room. Imam com-
pleted his response to the
questionnaire, while
Rizwan chose to take the
matter to court. The fallout
continues after Pakistan's
poor performance in
England, where they suf-
fered their first-ever 0-3
defeat on English soil.

ASIAN GAMES 2026: Gymnast Pranati Nayak, Male
Coach Given Same Room In Midnight Chaos In Japan

Since the Indian contingent
landed in Nagoya (Japan) for
the Asian Games 2026, the
issue of accommodation has
been absolute chaos. On
Thursday, another night-
mare unfolded for the mem-
bers of the Indian contingent.
Gymnast Pranati Nayak and
her coach, Ashok Mishra,
faced a bizarre logistical chal-
lenge upon checking in to
their official accommodation
when organisers informed
them that they had been allo-
cated the same room on the
cruise ship. Unhappy with
the mixed-gender accommo-
dation between athletes and
support staff, the duo was
forced to escalate the issue
immediately. Despite contin-
uous efforts to reach local
organisers and team officials,
the situation remained unre-

solved for hours. However,
that was not the end of the
chaos. When Ashok Mishra
finally went to collect his keys
for a separate room, hotel
staff informed him that his
booking could not be located
in the register. The cause was
a minor administrative over-
sight in official paperwork:
the letter "I" had been omitted
from his name in the system

records. Rectifying the cleri-
cal error and verifying his
accreditation took another 45
minutes, keeping the coach
waiting well past 2:00 am
before he was finally able to
rest in his room. When asked
by NDTV, Pranati confirmed
that such an incident took
place and was only resolved
by around 2:00 am. "Yes, there
was a mix-up during the

accommodation. It was
resolved around 2:00 am," the
gymnast said. READ |
Exclusive: Asian Games
Chief Dismisses Backlash
Over Container Housing,
Accommodation Chaos Ever
since the Indian contingent
arrived in Japan, several
accommodation-related
issues have been reported.
Various athletes had to wait
for hours before being allot-
ted aroom. Access to training
and nutrition has also been
an issue. It has also been
reported that the members of
the Indian kabaddi contin-
gent experienced similar
hotel mix-ups and delayed
check-ins upon their arrival,
highlighting another episode
of widespread administrative
and coordination lapses dur-
ing the team's arrival phase.

Mohammed Shami, Bhuvneshwar Kumar Told
To 'Move On' After BCCI's Latest Snub

In the India squads named
on Wednesday for the series
against West Indies,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Mohammed Shami could
not find a place.
Bhuvneshwar took 28 wick-
ets for IPL 2026 champions
Royal Challengers
Bengaluru. On the other
hand, Shami, who last
played for India in 2025, has
been performing well regu-
larly at the domestic level.
Former India star Aakash
Chopra says the time may
be up for Bhuvneshwar and
Mohammed Shami as far as
their international ambi-
tions go. "So I think the writ-
ing is on the wall when you
look at things from Shami
and Bhuvi's perspective.
From the T20I perspective,
you could have thought
about Bhuvi. From the ODI
perspective, you could have
thought about Mohammed

Shami. But you are not
thinking about them,"
Chopra said on his YouTube
channel. "And with so many
teams, so much overlap, so
many new players getting
opportunities, Auqib Nabi
being named in the ODI
team, Mayank Yadav and
Prince Yadav coming into
the T20I setup, and neither
Bhuvi nor Shami being
there, I think it tells us
something. This is probably
something we need to
accept, make peace with,

and keep moving on. That's
what I think." Meanwhile,
India's veteran fast bowler
Mohammed Shami reflect-
ed on his recent accomplish-
ment of competing in 100
first-class matches during
the Duleep Trophy 2026
final for East Zone. Shami,
who has been out of the
Indian team for quite some
time now, called playing
100 matches "always spe-
cial" and highlighted that
his hunger remains the
same as before.

Russian Tennis Player Anna Blinkova

Switches Allegiance To France

ussian-born tennis

player Anna

Blinkova, the world
number 94, announced
on Friday that she now
represents France. "After
all these years spent in
France, between my city,
Cannes, and the tourna-
ments, this country has
become much more than
a training base: it has
become my country," the
28-year-old said in a post
on Instagram. She said
she was "deeply happy
and proud" to be able to
represent France on the
world stage. Born in
Moscow, Blinkova, who
has represented Russia
in the Billie Jean King
Cup, once reached a
career-high ranking of
34th in the world.

DDCA PRESIDENT ROHAN JAITLEY PRAISES SUCCESSFUL
INDIA-AFGHANISTAN 'THE FRIENDSHIP CUP' IN DELHI

Mr.
President,

Rohan Jaitley,
DDCA said,

"Congratulations to Team
India on a memorable 3-0
series victory against
Afghanistan. 'The
Friendship Cup' has been
a wonderful celebration of
cricket.

It was heartening to see
fans come out in such
huge numbers (85000+)
across all three matches at
the Arun Jaitley Stadium,
with thousands also trav-
elling from Afghanistan to
be part of the occasion.
The incredible atmos-
phere throughout the
series reflected the pas-

sion for cricket in Delhi.
With Afghanistan playing

its home series against
India in Delhi, the occa-
sion was also a great
reflection of the strong
bond between the two
countries and the power of
sport to bring people clos-
er, in line with the Hon'ble
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi's vision of
stronger ties with our
neighbours. We are grate-
ful to the Afghanistan
Cricket Board, the BCCI
and ICC Chairman Jay
Shah for their support and
efforts in making this
series possible and

enabling Delhi to be part
of this memorable chapter

of international cricket.
We are proud that the
DDCA and Delhi could
play a part in hosting
three exciting encounters
between India and
Afghanistan, giving fans
the opportunity to witness
some really quality crick-
et from both teams." With
Afghanistan playing its
home series against India
in Delhi, the occasion was
also a great reflection of
the strong bond between
the two countries and the
power of sport to bring
people closer.

ASIAN GAMES 2026:
QUIMCY DSOUZA CLOSES
IN ON HISTORIC TEQBALL

MEDAL FOR INDIA

India's Quimcy Joaquim
Dsouza is just a win away
from securing a historic
medal for the country in
Teqgball after marching
into the women's singles
semifinals at the Asian
Games at Nagoya, Japan
on Friday. Making her
Asian Games debut,
Quimcy stunned top-seed-
ed Yuina Sakamoto of
Japan 2-1(10-12 12-11 13-11)
in her opening Group A
match that lasted 43 min-
utes at the Nagoya City
Higashi Sports Center.
The young Indian carried
the momentum into her
second group match and
defeated Cambodia's
Koemyean DY 2-0 (12-9 12-
7) in 24 minutes to top her
group and qualify for the
semifinals. Quimcy got a
bye in the quarterfinals
by virtue of topping her
group. She will take on
Indonesia's Sumaya in
the semifinals on
Saturday and a win will
ensure the first-ever
medal for India in
Tegball, one of the six
sports making its debut at
the continental show-
piece. If the 24-year-old

Indian loses in the last
four match, she will still
have a shot at a bronze on
Sunday. However, the
Indian pair of Quimcy
and Mohammed Anas
Imran Beg lost in the
quarterfinals of the mixed
doubles event. Quimcy
and Beglost 0-2 (7-12 10-12)
against Vietnam's Hoang
Minh Tan Nguyen and
Gia Nghi Trinh in the
quarterfinals. But the
Indians still have a chance
to finish on the podium on
Sunday, as they won the
repechage tie. The Indian
duo started on a positive
note defeating Philippines
Jhoana Abulencia and
Prince Augustin 2-0 (12-10
12-3) in their opening
Group A tie before losing
1-2 (8-12 12-7 10-12) in the
next match. Quimcy and
Beg suffered defeats in the
next two ties as they lost 0-
2 (312 812) against
Cambodia's Thuonvireak
Bun and Sophornraksmey
Yorn before going down 0-
2 (3-12 8-12) against the
Thailand combination of
Phakpong Dejaroen and
S uphawad.|i
Wongkhamchan.
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'Panchanama’' Crosses 25 Million Streaming Minutes,

Emerges as a Compelling Telugu Investigative Thriller

EE5 Telugu’s latest
Z original investiga-

tive thriller
Panchanama has crossed
an impressive 25 million
streaming minutes since
its premiere on 11th
September 2026, reflecting

the growing curiosity
around the six-episode
crime thriller. Led by

Bharath Srinivasan and
directed by Mohan
Srivatsa, the series has
drawn attention for bring-
ing together a personal
investigation, a layered
medical-crime mystery and
a steadily expanding con-
spiracy, giving Telugu OTT
audiences another home-
grown thriller to engage
with.

What gives Panchanama
its central pull is the way
its investigation begins
with something deeply per-
sonal. When police officer
Jai Ram refuses to accept
his younger brother Aadi’s
death as an accident, his
search for answers takes
him into a disturbing chain
of suspicious deaths, hid-
den identities and connec-
tions that eventually point
towards a larger medical
syndicate. Rather than
treating the investigation
as a purely procedural
exercise, the series places
Jai’s emotional involve-
ment at the heart of the
mystery, allowing each
new clue to carry a person-
al consequence.
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THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A
FILM WITH THE INTENSITY,
WORLD BUILDING AND EMO-
TIONS OF 'THE PARADISE'

N atural Star Nani's Pan India period
action entertainer "The Paradise'.
Directed by Srikanth Odela, the film is
produced on a grand scale by Sudhakar
Cherukuri under the banner of SLV
Cinemas. The songs, glimpses and teas-

er that have already been released have
raised huge expectations with a won-
derful response. The film is set to
release worldwide on September 24. On
this occasion, the makers held a press
meet in Bengaluru.

RASHMIKA’S VOGUE
COVER IS A SKYLINE

ashmika Mandanna

has been on a bit of a

roll lately, she
recently appeared in
Cocktail 2, an above-aver-
age watch that kept her
firmly in the conversation,
and now she’s landed one
of the biggest covers of the
year. The actor fronts
Vogue India’s October
issue, styled atop a surreal,
hand-painted skyline of
miniature buildings,
cranes and red ladders, a
sharp black pantsuit in one
shot, a whimsical floral co-
ord with a dramatic quiff in
another. The shoot ties into
her upcoming Milan trip,
where she’ll attend Vogue
World as the magazine’s
representative, a big global
flex for the Pushpa and
Animal star. In the inter-
view, Rashmika addressed
her years-long accent
debate, South fans say it’s
not South enough, North
fans say it is. Her mother
tongue is Kodava; she’s
stopped trying to fix the
contradiction. On the work
front, Rashmika
Mandanna is playing leg-
endary Carnatic vocalist
MS Subbulakshmi in her
upcoming biopic, MS: A
Legacy On Screen. There’s
something incongruous
about the way Rashmika
Mandanna enters a room.
I've spent a disproportion-
ate part of my stint in mag-
azines watching celebrities
arrive, and every time, you
can feel the ions in the air
begin to shift even before
they’re seen. The agitation
in the atmosphere, the
quickening of footsteps,
conversations  tapering

Premane Oorilo Song Launch Event

he upcoming Telugu

film Premane Oorilo,

produced by Chandu
Srinivas, Suresh Kondeti
and Mamatha Devendra M
under the banners of
Maharatna Productions, SK
Pictures and  Vanilla
Entertainments, is gearing
up for a grand worldwide
theatrical release on
September 25. Written and
directed by Manoj Kumar,
the film features Shriram,
Ramika Shivu, Thapaswini
Poonacha and Rangayana
Raghu in key roles. The film
has already generated inter-
est with its teaser and previ-
ously released songs. The
team recently unveiled
another song from the film at
a special song launch press
meet, attended by actress
Kamakshi Bhaskarla, pro-
ducer Chandu Srinivas, pro-
ducer Suresh Kondeti, hero
Shriram, actresses
Thapaswini Poonacha and
Ramika, senior journalists
Rambabu and Prabhu,
singer Saketh, Aditya Music

into murmurs, attention
migrating towards the
door. A celebrity brings
their own kind of weather
to set. During the cover
shoot at Mehboob Studios
in Bandra, Mandanna
crosses my orbit at least

three times before I get a
chance to speak to her. She
appears first in head-to-toe
Gucci beneath a gravity-
defying wig, then in pin-
straight, jet-black hair,
which turns a flaming red
for the final look.

Niranjan, co-director
Shruthi and Mahadev.
Kamakshi Bhaskarla:

“Wishing Recognition for
Everyone and Good Profits
for the Producers” Speaking
at the event, actress
Kamakshi Bhaskarla said,
“The title Premane Oorilo is
very beautiful. Srikanth’s
voice-over in the teaser is
impressive, and the song

released by Tanikella
Bharani garu is also very
good. I thank Suresh garu for
making me a part of the pro-
motions. I wish Srinivas
garu great success with this
film. The artistes look won-
derful on screen. I sincerely
hope everyone who worked
on Premane Oorilo earns a
good name and that the pro-
ducers make good profits.”

Chandu Srinivas: “The Film
Connected with Audiences
Across Generations”
Producer Chandu Srinivas
said, “I am stepping into film
production with Premane
Oorilo. I have loved cinema

since childhood.
I started my career as an
artiste and have now

reached this stage. Devender
garu helped me in business,

and through him I came to
know about this film. I liked
the poster immediately.
After watching the teaser, 1
called Suresh garu. Shruthi,
Devender and I showed him
the teaser, and we watched
the film together that very
day. We also showed the
movie to Gen Z audiences,
and the film was liked by
audiences from different sec-
tions. Rambabu garu has
given us wonderful lyrics.
Shriram, Ramika and
Thapaswini have performed
brilliantly. I hope audiences
embrace our film.” Suresh
Kondeti: “Premane Oorilo
Will Be a Blockbuster”
Producer Suresh Kondeti
said, “Premane Oorilo will
be on the level of my earlier
films Premisthe, Journey
and Shopping Mall. I used to
advise Chandu to stay away
from the film industry. But
after hearing about and
watching this movie, 1
changed my decision. I told
Chandu that we should start
our journey together.

"KALYANAM

KAMANIYAM JEE-
VITHAM GRAND
THEATRICAL RELEASE
ON 25TH OF THIS MONTH

nder the banner of
Vivifi Media Film
Factory, Khan
Durani and Sahithi
Avancha are the hero and
heroines of Ravi
Lokireddy's direction and
the film is jointly pro-
duced by Paila Prasad Rao
and Kishore Gundala.

This movie is ready for
grand theatrical release on
25th of this month.

Rajvanshi is releasing this
film in Telugu states.On

this occasion, a media con-
ference was held at the
office of the film team of
"Kalyanam Kamaniyam
jeevitham

HERO SRI NANDU’S ‘MAGALLU
ZINDABAD’ TITLE LAUNCHED

G olden Ark Production,
owned by producers
Prasad Bhaskarla and
Chaitanya Vangavarapu,
has announced its latest film
‘Magallu Zindabad’, starring
young hero Sri Nandu, along
with popular comedians
Vennela Kishore and Viva
Harsha. Written and direct-
ed by Nara Praveen, the
film’s title was officially
unveiled at a grand event.

Nara Praveen, who is a pro-
tégé of renowned Telugu
filmmaker Anil Ravipudi,
has already created curiosi-
ty with the film’s unique and
attention-grabbing title. At a
time when comedy-driven
films are receiving strong
appreciation from audi-
ences, the makers expressed
confidence that Magallu
Zindabad will entertain
viewers with its interesting
title and engaging comedy
content.

DIRECTOR
PRAVEEN
Director Nara Praveen said

NARA

that Magallu Zindabad is a
satirical comedy film, and
the title was chosen to reflect
the central theme of the
story. He explained that the
film humorously explores
the perception that the com-
fort, justice and sympathy
often available to women in
society are not always
extended to men. The sub-
ject has been handled in a
satirical tone while generat-
ing entertaining situations
throughout the film.

He added that Magallu
Zindabad is essentially a
social satire packed with
enjoyable comedy, and the
entire film moves forward in
a light-hearted and enter-
taining manner.

ACTRESS
DURGA

Heroine Lakshmi Durga
said she believes Magallu
Zindabad will appeal to audi-
ences across sections. She
thanked the producers for
trusting her and giving her

LAKSHMI

the opportunity to make her
debut with the film.

She said that audiences have
always supported good cine-
ma and urged everyone to
watch and encourage
Magallu Zindabad.

HERO SRI NANDU

Speaking at the title launch,
hero Sri Nandu said the title
Magallu Zindabad is sure to
make people think and, at
the same time, bring a smile
to their faces.

O NAASIDDHAYYA’ TITLE &
POSTER UNVEILED

he title poster of the

upcoming song ‘O

Naa Siddhayya’, fea-
turing Siddu Reddy and
Katyayani Jagan, was
unveiled here on Friday.
The song has been written
and directed by Ram Adnan
and produced under the
Kandakatla Creations ban-
ner. Kalyan Keys has com-
posed the music, while Ram
Adnan and Srinidhi have
rendered the vocals. Arun
Koluguri has handled cine-
matography and editing.
Speaking at the launch,
Chandrabose said he had
known Siddu Reddy for
only six to seven months
but had developed a close
bond with him. He said he
had also written a song for
Siddu Reddy, which would
be released shortly.
Appreciating the team of ‘O
Naa Siddhayya’, he wished
the song success and Ram
Adnan well in his future
projects. MLA Prakash
Goud appreciated Siddu
Reddy for his social service
initiatives and said his

efforts included supporting
people in need and con-
structing a government
school. He also referred to
Siddu Reddy’s initiative of
providing insurance cover-
age to 300 auto-rickshaw
drivers. *Siddu Reddy* said
the insurance initiative was
prompted by an incident
involving a woman whose
husband was undergoing
treatment in a hospital.

Despite financial assistance
extended by him, the med-
ical expenses had gone up to
nearly Rs. 5 lakh, prompt-
ing him to explore insur-
ance support for auto-rick-
shaw drivers. He thanked
Ram Adnan and Arun for
their support in making the
song and said the project
had given him the experi-
ence of working on a film
rather than just a song. He

said ‘O Naa Siddhayya’
would be released soon.
Ram Adnan said the song
was based on Siddu Reddy’s
life and sought to portray
family emotions and the
relationship between a hus-
band and wife. He
expressed hope that the
song would connect with
audiences, particularly cou-
ples who had faced hard-
ships together.
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