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VENKATESAYA
01-10-2026
", Total pilgrims :78,026
£ Tonsures: 31,166
Hundi kanukalu: 5.12CR
Laddussale... 4.21Lac
Annaprasadam.3.13 Lac

Ashwini hospital..2,962
Present Situation on 02-

10-2026:
. Waiting Compartments... Out-
side line at Silathoranam.

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam
(with out SSD Tokens)...18 H.

14 SCHOOLCHILDREN
FOUND DEAD IN
CHENNAI LAKE AFTER
GOING MISSING

Chennai, Oct 4: Four school-
children who went missing
from their homes on Saturday
were found dead in
Thiruneermalai lake on
Sunday, police said.The vic-
tims, two boys and two girls,
were friends and lived on
Krishna Street in
Lakshmipuram, Chromepet.
Police identified them as K.
Devadarshan, 12, D. Yuvanesh,
10, and Pooja and Khushi,
both 13. Devadarshan was a
Class 7 student at a govern-
ment school, while Pooja and
Khushi were studying in Class
8 at a government school.
Yuvanesh was a Class 6 stu-
dent at a private school.
According to police, the chil-
dren were last seen playing
together near their homes on
Saturday afternoon. They
later left the neighbourhood
and did not return, prompting
their families to launch a
search.The parents contacted
relatives and friends and cir-
culated the children's photo-
graphs in local WhatsApp
groups, while residents were
urged to provide any informa-
tion about their whereabouts.
As the children remained
untraceable late into the night,
the parents of the two boys
lodged a missing persons
complaint at the Chromepet
police station.
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AISA members claim Neha ST BC Tunnel Crosses Difficult Shear

Bora plcked up by police,

released in Narela

he officer claimed some protesters attacked police personnel on duty & bit them

NEW DELHI = (TSIT):

AISA national president Neha
Bora was released at the Narela
Industrial Area police station

after being picked up during |

the organisation’s protest
march towards Jantar Mantar
on Sunday, AISA members
claimed. She was released with-
out her phone and bag, they
said, adding that a team of law-
yers was being sent to the
police station to assist Bora.

Earlier, AISA members had
claimed that the student leader
was picked up by the Delhi
Police in a private vehicle with-
out an official number plate
and taken to an unknown loca-
tion. They also alleged that no
woman police officer was pres-
ent inside the vehicle when
Bora was taken away, calling it
a violation of procedure. The
allegations are baseless, a
senior police officer said.

The officer claimed some
protesters attacked police per-
sonnel on duty and bit them.
The developments came as
AISA activists attempted to
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return to Jantar Mantar for the
third consecutive day, demand-
ing the resignation of Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar, and proceed-
ed towards Jantar Mantar even
as the area was fortified with
heavy police barricading and
security deployment.

The mobilisation began from
Andhra Bhawan Circle on
Ashoka Road, with protesters
marching towards Jantar
Mantar and raising slogans
while attempting to reach the
designated protest site amid a

Kerala orders probe into
2006 case linked to CEC

Kerala m TSIT:

Kerala Home Minister

Venugopal, who alleged
that the original investiga-

| tion was derailed due to
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heavy police presence.

The protesters and security
personnel clashed briefly as
police tried to prevent them
from crossing the barricades.
Visuals of the march showed
Bora attempting to climb over a
barricade as police officials
tried to stop her.The protest is
part of the larger agitation hap-
pening across cities over the
alleged irregularities in the
Election Commission’s func-
tioning, conduct of the SIR
exercise and mass deletion of
voters.

US-China
rivalry needs
a Goldilocks
approach, says
Jaishankar

NEW DELHI = TSIT:

Zone Work to Gather Pace Uttam

Hyderabad = TSIT BUREAU:

Excavation in the Srisailam
Left Bank Canal (SLBC) tun-
nel has advanced beyond a
major geological hurdle, pav-
ing the way for faster prog-
ress with additional equip-
ment, Irrigation and Civil
Supplies Minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy said on
Sunday.

Reviewing irrigation proj-
ects with elected representa-
tives and senior officials
from the erstwhile Nalgonda
region, the Minister said the
successful passage through
the difficult shear zone
marked a significant mile-
stone. He commended engi-
neers and workers for negoti-
ating the unstable stretch
while maintaining safety pre-
cautions.The project team
reported approximately 700
metres of excavation over the
past five to six months—450
metres from the outlet and
250 metres from the inlet. The
43.968-km main tunnel was
reported to be nearly 79 per
cent complete, with about 9.1
km of excavation remaining.

e SLBC tunnel
excavation reaches
79% completion after
crossing a major
geological hurdle.

e Uttam Kumar Reddy
targets May-June 2028
breakthrough, aiming
to deliver water by
June 2028.

Uttam directed officials and
the contractor to deploy addi-
tional equipment, improve
excavation cycles and main-
tain close safety monitoring
for crews working more than

20 km inside the tunnel. He
sought a credible, closely
monitored schedule to meet
the June 2028 water-delivery
target.The project is expected
to supply over 30 TMC of
water to upland areas in the
region, addressing longstand-
ing water scarcity.

Col. Parikshit Mehra, an
Indian Army tunnel expert
leading the operations,
explained that excavation at
the inlet had initially proceed-
ed cautiously because of weak
ground, rock bursts and the
need to prevent another acci-
dent. The diversion around the
stranded tunnel-boring

machine had taken workers
through particularly poor geo-
logical conditions.To stabilise
the stretch, the team installed
140-mm seamless pipes as an
umbrella canopy ahead of exca-
vation. Reinforced ribs, staged
excavation, probe drilling and
additional support measures
helped manage risks.
Improving rock conditions
were now allowing operations
to return towards normal work-
ing conditions, he said.Officials
reported a sustained combined
excavation rate of seven to sev-
en-and-a-half metres a day,
with current progress around
eight metres daily.

9 Lakh Houses for Poor by 2029

Foundation laid for 3 lakh houses at Burripalem; Centre assures another 6 lac

Vijayawada = TSIT:
Chief Minister

N.

Ramesh Chennithala on
Sunday ordered a Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption
Bureau (VACB) inquiry
into allegations linked to
Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar’s tenure as the
state’s Public Works
Department Secretary in
2006.The case relates to the
death by suicide of
Malaysian civil engineer
Lee See Been, who was
associated with the PATI-
BEL consortium involved
in the upgradation of MC
Road under the Kerala
State Transport Project
(KSTP).Lee’s purported sui-
cide note reportedly men-

tioned Kumar, who was
serving as PWD secretary
at the time. A preliminary
Vigilance inquiry was con-
ducted in 2006 but did not
reach a conclusion.

The fresh inquiry follows
a complaint by KPCC lead-
er Malayinkeezhu

external influence and that
allegations of irregularities
in the KSTP project were
not properly examined.

Chennithala has directed
the Vigilance Director to con-
duct a detailed inquiry into
the allegations of external
influence and take appropri-
ate action based on the find-
ings, according to the Home
Minister’s Office.The Home
Department has also sought
the files related to the earlier
preliminary Vigilance inqui-
ry, officials said. The allega-
tions against Kumar include
alleged irregularities in the
award of public works con-
tracts during his tenure as
PWD secretary.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
on Sunday likened the
US-China rivalry to a
“Goldilocks scenario”,
saying
countries
would not
want the
relationship
to become
“too hot” or “too good”,
but remain at “the right
temperature”. “In the
context of a US-China
rivalry, I think we are
looking at what is often
called a Goldilocks sce-
nario: You don't want it
to be too hot; you don't
want it to be too good.

Chandrababu Naidu on
Sunday said the State gov-
ernment was committed to
providing pucca houses to
every houseless poor family
in Andhra Pradesh by 2029.
He said a house would not
only improve the living stan-
dards of poor families but
also enhance their dignity
and confidence.

Mr. Naidu, along with
Union Rural Development
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, laid the founda-
tion for the construction of
three lakh houses across the
State at Burripalem in the
Tenali Assembly constituen-
cy under the
‘Pattabhishekam for the
Poor’ programme.

Kharge calls all elections illegal; demands
dissolution of Lok Sabha, state assemblies

Kharge alleged that the EVMs were being misused and said that "their own people” are saying this.

KALABURAGI (KARNATAKA):
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Saturday demanded dissolv-
ing the Lok Sabha and state
Assemblies, saying that “all
the elections were illegal”
and even Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah and
Chief Ministers of all the
states were “illegal”. He said
fresh polls should be con-
ducted on ballot papers.
Four workers killed in
boiler blast at Sri City com-
pany in Andhra’s Tirupati
“Today, the entire country
is being run on illegal elec-
tions. Modi is an illegal Prime
Minister, Shah is an illegal
minister, and all the chief
ministers who have been
elected anywhere are illegal.
All of them should be dis-
solved, elections should be
held, and elections should be
conducted through ballot

nbe.
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papers,” he told reporters
here. Kharge alleged that the
EVMs were being misused
and said that “their own peo-
ple” are saying this.

He alleged that the ongoing
SIR of the electoral roll has
many irregularities and is
undermining democracy,
pointing out that the govern-
ment is making many mis-
takes in the process. He said
the opposition would contin-
ue to hold agitations across
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the country against the SIR
exercise and alleged misuse
of the electoral process.
Kharge referred to the
INDIA bloc meeting held on
September 30, in which
members of 20 parties and
their legal cell participated,
and said everyone agreed
that the SIR was going
wrong for the country and
was adversely affecting poor
people, the uneducated,
workers and, particularly,

minorities. He questioned
what kind of free and fair
election it would be if 500
votes were removed from a
booth, as he alleged that
attempts were now being
made to add names.

The Congress President
alleged that many people,
particularly members of the
BJP and RSS, were going to
wards, panchayats and vil-
lages where they wanted
votes to be deleted and were
filling up forms there. He
called it “completely
wrong”.

Kharge recalled that no
leader in the past, including
Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi, Lal Bahadur
Shastri, Narasimha Rao and
Rajiv Gandhi, had ever done
anything like this in a
democracy. “But the misuse
that you are making is hurt-
ing our youth, poor people,
Dalits and deprived sec-

tions,” he said.

Kharge pointed out that
while an affluent person
could somehow get his work
done, if something went
wrong, a poor person had to
leave his work and go to get
it corrected or renewed.

Accusing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of destroy-
ing democracy, the
Congress president
referred to the law under
which the CEC and Election
Commissioners are granted
immunity from legal action
for decisions taken while in
office under Clause 16 of
the Chief Election
Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service and Term of
Office) Act, 2023.
“Therefore, Modi ji and his
implementers have brought
in a law and are destroying
democracy.

The Chief Minister said
the Centre had initially
sanctioned 75,000 houses
under the regular quota, but
three lakh houses were
sanctioned following a spe-
cial request from the State
government. He said the
Union Minister had assured

- .

that another three lakh
houses would be sanctioned
after completion of the pres-
ent phase and a further
three lakh houses next year,
taking the total to nine lakh
houses. Naidu said the con-
struction of three lakh hous-
es was not merely a housing

programme but an initia-
tive aimed at transforming
the lives of three lakh fami-
lies. He said the coalition
government had already
handed over 5.5 lakh houses
to beneficiaries since
assuming office.
See More news on Page-2

Navy sailor held for leaking
data to Pakistani operative

COIMBATORE = (TSIT)

An Indian Navy sailor
accused of “transmit-
ting” classified maritime
intelligence to a
Pakistani operative was
arrested, officials said on
Sunday (October 4).
According to official
sources, the espionage
operation involved a
social media “honey-
trap”.TIDCO sets process
in motion for Rs 400 cr
Coimbatore  FinTech
HubThe Andhra Pradesh
Police Counter
Intelligence (CI) cell
arrested 31-year-old
Pradeep Mukherjee on
October 3 at INS Agrani,
a naval leadership train-

in Visakhapatnam.

At the time of his
arrest, he was attending
a management develop-
ment course and had
been at the Coimbatore
facility for approximate-
ly one week.

A female Pakistani

ing facility in intelligence operative
Coimbatore. reportedly contacted
Mukherjee, a West Mukherjee several

Bengal native who joined
the Navy in 2014, was
actively posted with the
Eastern Naval Command

months ago. Over time,
the handler leveraged
the online relationship
to extract sensitive data

regarding strategic
naval assets, fleet move-
ments, and the opera-
tional framework of the
Visakhapatnam Dbase.
The CI cell, a specialised
unit tasked with coun-
tering cross-border espi-
onage and terror
threats, initiated the
investigation after
detecting suspicious
digital footprints linked
to the sailor, subse-
quently placing him
under surveillance.
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Ecologically damaging saga of
retrospective environmental
clearances continues: Congress

NEWDELHI: Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh
on Sunday slammed the
Modi government over
the issue of retrospective
environmental clearanc-
es, and said the "ecologi-
cally damaging saga"
continues. The Congress
general secretary in-
charge communications
shared the screenshot of

Ramesh said on X. On
May 16, 2025, a two-judge
bench of the Supreme
Court had categorically
rejected such clearances,
the former environment
minister said, adding
that this was a bold ver-
dict and 100 per cent
right.
However,
November 18, 2025, a

on

a media report which :’,‘/ . three-judge bench of the
claimed that the Union proposals to their logical Supreme Court led by
Environment Ministry conclusion in accor- the Chief Justice himself

has directed its central
and state-level expert
bodies to resume pro-
cessing 'post-facto' envi-

ronmental clearance
(EC) proposals, two
months after the

Supreme Court permit-
ted it to take such pend-
ing, rejected or returned

dance with law.

held for leaking classi-
fied defense data to
female Pakistani opera-
tive

aging saga of retrospec-
tive
clearances continues,"

by a 2-1 majority over-
turned the earlier
Supreme Court decision,
Ramesh said and
stressed that this was, to
put it most mildly, just
wrong. Thereafter, on
July 29, 2026, another
three-judge bench of the
Supreme Court headed

Indian Navy Sailor

"The ecologically dam-

environmental

Nation

by the present Chief
Justice unanimously
struck down the facility
for retrospective envi-
ronmental clearances
provided by the Modi
government initially on
March 14, 2017 and later
reaffirmed in an Office
Memorandum on July 7,
2021, he pointed out.

This was a most wel-
come development but
the verdict also allowed
those cases where such
approvals had already
been granted to be taken
forward, Ramesh said.

That exemption dilut-
ed the impact of the judg-
ment which essentially
condoned the past but
shut the door for such
violations of law in
future, he said.
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Union Minister of State for Agriculture Ramnath Thakur

Srikalahasti, October 4:
Union Minister of State
for Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Sri
Ramnath Thakur visited
oil palm plantations in
Vedam village of
Srikalahasti mandal and
held a face-to-face interac-
tion meeting with farmers
under the programme
"Face-to-Face with Oil
Palm Farmers—-Discussion
on Farmers' Problems,
Suggestions and
Cultivation Experiences."
The programme was
attended by Horticulture
Commissioner Dr. Prabhat
Kumar, Tirupati District
Joint Collector Sri R.
Govinda Rao, RDO Sri
Bhanuprakash, Additional
Director of Horticulture
Sri M.K.V. Srinivasulu,
DDH (0Oil Palm) Sri
Jamadagni, District
Horticulture Officer Jaya

d

Bharath Reddy,

DMIO
Tirupati, as well as Sri
Kola Anand, BJP State
President Sri Chenchayya
Naidu, Market Committee

Chairman, and Telugu
Desam Party public repre-
sentatives.General
Managers of Godrej
Agrovet, FFF Oil Palm
and other companies also
participated in the pro-

gramme and explained oil
palm cultivation, yields
and the technical support
being provided to farmers.
The Minister inspected
the oil palm plantations
and discussed cultivation
details, yields and income
with the farmers. He
expressed great satisfac-
tion after learning about
the yields achieved and

the
farmer Sri Bala Reddy in

income earned by

" particular. On the occa-

sion, Horticulture
Commissioner Dr. Prabhat
Kumar suggested that
farmers can earn addition-
al income by growing
intercrops in oil palm
plantations.

He advised farmers to
follow scientific manage-
ment practices in oil
palm cultivation and to
utilise available resourc-
es efficiently.Additional
Director of Horticulture
Sri M.K.V. Srinivasulu
explained the benefits of
oil palm cultivation and
encouraged farmers
interested in taking up
oil palm farming. He also
received feedback on
experiences, problems
and suggestions from
farmers already cultivat-
ing the crop.

Congress Infighting Reaches
DK Shivakumar as Kolar and
Chikkaballapur MLAs Clash

Bengaluru : Internal dif-
ferences among Congress
Legislators in Kolar and
Chikkaballapur districts
have now reached Chief
Minister DK Shivakumar,
creating a fresh political
headache for the State
leadership. Two separate
disputes involving
Congress leaders in the
neighbouring districts
have intensified in recent
days.

In Kolar, the differences
reportedly involve Kolar
MLA Roopakala
Shashidhar, Bangarpet
MLA Narayanaswamy
and other Congress lead-
ers. At the same time,
Chikkaballapur district is
witnessing a public con-
frontation between former
Minister and Chintamani
MLA MC Sudhakar and
Chikkaballapur MLA
Pradeep Eshwar.

The issue came up dur-
ing a meeting with the
Chief Minister on Sunday.
Kolar district Legislators
including Nanjegowda,
Bangarpet MLA
Narayanaswamy, Kothur
Manjunath and Roopakala
Shashidhar, along with
Chikkaballapur district

and Subbareddy, met DK
Shivakumar to discuss
matters concerning the
Kolar District Central
Cooperative Bank.
According to sources,
the Chief Minister also
took note of the differences
among the Kolar Congress
Legislators and is learnt to
have cautioned the leaders
to resolve their differences
and avoid allowing the dis-
pute to escalate further.
The situation in
Chikkaballapur has
become particularly con-
tentious following a series
of public exchanges
between Sudhakar and
Pradeep Eshwar. The
Chikkaballapur MLA has
openly targeted the former
Minister and Chintamani
MLA, taking the political
confrontation  beyond

The dispute intensified
after Pradeep Eshwar
reportedly posted on social
media that he would reveal
explosive information con-
cerning Sudhakar’s prop-
erties. The statement has
triggered speculation
within Congress circles
about the possibility of a
wider political confronta-
tion between the two lead-
ers.

With disputes emerging
simultaneously in Kolar
and Chikkaballapur, the
developments have put the
Congress leadership in a
difficult position. The
Chief Minister’s interven-
tion is expected to focus on
preventing the internal
clashes from affecting the
party’s functioning in the
two districts and main-
taining coordination

Flydubai Incident Raises Questions About the Changing Face of
Terrorism: Was Mr. Thomas’s Warning Years Ahead of Its Time?

BY SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT, TSIT

he recent incident

involving a Flydubai

passenger aircraft has

once again raised seri-
ous questions about the chang-
ing nature of terrorism and
the possibility of extremist
organisations exploiting indi-
viduals from respected profes-
sional backgrounds.

The incident became a
potential catastrophe when an
Omani national serving as a
co-pilot allegedly attacked the
Indian captain, Smit
Machchhar, during the flight.
The captain’s courage and
quick response helped prevent
what could have been a major
disaster. Authorities have
described the incident as a ter-
rorist attack, and investiga-
tions are continuing into the
suspect’s background, motives
and possible connections.

A new form of terrorism?

Traditional terrorism was
often associated with bomb

blasts, armed attacks and
indiscriminate killings.
Today, however, extremist

organisations can potentially
exploit people with profes-
sional qualifications, special-
ised knowledge and access to
sensitive institutions.

This has led security experts
to increasingly examine what
is sometimes described as

Legislators MC Sudhakar

internal party discussions.

among its Legislators.

“white-collar terrorism”

or

——
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terrorism involving highly
educated professionals.

India has also seen investi-
gations in which doctors and
other educated professionals
were accused of links to
extremist networks. The 2025
Delhi Red Fort bombing inves-
tigation brought renewed
attention to this issue, with
investigators alleging that
medical professionals were
connected to a suspected ter-

LAMBCON 2026 Concludes Successfully in Hyderabad; "Yashodamma

Mother's Milk Ba

Hyderabad: The 6th UNICEF
South Asia Chapter
LAMBCON 2026 — a three-
day comprehensive Lactation
Management, Milk Banking
and Breastfeeding
International Conference —
concluded successfully at
Yashoda Hospitals, Hitech
City, with the participation of
over 1,000 national and inter-
national healthcare profes-
sionals and delegates.

The conference, organised
by Sushena Health
Foundation (SHF) and
Dhaatri Mothers' Milk Bank
with national and interna-
tional partners including
UNICEF India, was held in
Hyderabad from October 2 to
4, 2026. The event was inaugu-
rated by Honble Telangana
Governor Shri Shiv Pratap
Shukla, along with former
Union Health and Family
Welfare  Minister  Shri
Ashwini Kumar Choubey and
Yashoda Hospitals Group
Chairman Sri Gorukanti
Ravinder Rao.

"Yashodamma Mother's
Milk Bank" Launched

On the occasion, the
"Yashodamma Mother's Milk
Bank" was launched at
Yashoda Hospitals, Hitech
City, by Honble Telangana
Governor Shri Shiv Pratap
Shukla. The milk bank's nurs-
es have received specialised
training in collaboration with
the Sushena Foundation and
Dhaatri Mothers' Milk Bank,
with guidelines and standard
operating procedures adapted
from established best practic-

es. By providing safe donor
human milk to babies who
need it, the milk bank will
strengthen the quality of care
and support the health and
wellbeing of the mother-
infant dyad. This marks the
11th human milk bank estab-
lished by the organisation in
Hyderabad.

Theme and Programme

This year's theme was
"From Evidence to Impact:
Transforming Newborn Care
Through Breastfeeding and
Human Milk Banking." The
programme included basic
and advanced lactation and
milk banking workshops, fol-
lowed by two days of scientific
sessions. Over 13 workshops
were conducted across
Hyderabad, including one at
Yashoda Hospitals, Hitech
City, titled "Special Situations

in Breastfeeding," which saw
more than 650 delegates regis-
ter. Nearly 400 people regis-
tered for the conference. The
faculty included medical
experts from AIIMS New
Delhi and PGIMER
Chandigarh, along with pub-
lic health experts from
UNICEF and Union and state
governments.

Deccan Declaration and
Four-Pillar Action Plan

LAMBCON 2026 unveiled
India's first breastfeeding rev-
olution with the historic
Deccan Declaration, estab-
lishing Hyderabad as a
Formula-Free City. Hon'ble
Telangana Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla hailed it as "a
beacon of hope," while former
Union Health Minister
Ashwini Kumar Choubey
called it "a revolution protect-

TV

ing our youngest citizens."
The four-pillar action plan
mandates lactation counsel-
ors at every delivery point,
human milk banks in every
NICU, workplace support for
nursing mothers, and public
breastfeeding spaces.

Call for More Milk Banks

Dr. Santhosh Kumar
Kraleti, Founder and
Secretary of SHF, emphasised
that India requires over 1,000
milk banks across 1,000 hospi-
tals, while currently only
65-70 exist. Dr. Srinivas
Murki, Past President of SHF',
announced the launch of a
lactation helpline at
LAMBCON 2026.

Yashoda Hospitals, led by
Group Chairman Mr. G.
Ravender Rao, committed to
establishing the milk bank at
Hitech City. UNICEF India's

" Launched at Yashoda Hospitals, Hitech City

Chief of AP, Telangana and
Karnataka, Zelalem Taffesse,
praised breastfeeding as "one
of the most cost-effective
health interventions." The
awards ceremony honoured
mothers and healthcare pro-
fessionals advancing mater-
nal-infant health.

Through partnerships with
Dhaatri Mothers' Milk Bank
and CLMC, the foundation
advances its vision
"Healthy Mothers, Thriving
Future" positioning
Hyderabad as a regional
model for breastfeeding-
friendly urban development
nationwide.

About Sushena Health
Foundation and Dhaatri
Mothers' Milk Bank

Sushena Health Foundation
began as an initiative of
health professionals commit-
ted to addressing healthcare
gaps through practical, com-
munity-based solutions, with
a strong focus on maternal
and newborn care. One of its
key initiatives, Dhaatri
Mothers' Milk Bank, began as
a pilot project in 2017 to pro-
mote breastfeeding and pro-
vide safe donor human milk
to babies who need it. The
Foundation's leadership
includes Dr. Santhosh Kumar
Kraleti, Founder and General
Secretary, and Dr. Srinivas
Murki, President. Team mem-
bers include Dr. Tejo Pratap
(Treasurer and Founding
Member), Dr. Chakravarthy
Mazumdar, Dr. Srinivas
Bulkapuram and Ramakanth
Bhuthpur.

ror module.Such cases demon-
strate why counter-terrorism
agencies cannot restrict their
attention to traditional mili-
tant profiles. At the same time,
a person’s profession must
never be treated as evidence of
terrorism; guilt must be estab-
lished through credible inves-
tigation and due process.

Mr. Thomas raised

the issue earlier

Against this background,
the writings of investigative
journalist Mr. Thomas have
attracted renewed attention.
According to the author’s
account, Thomas published an
article on 17 October 2025
examining what he described
as the emergence of a new
form of terrorism in which
extremist organisations could
exploit people from respected
professions.

His argument was that ter-
rorist organisations were no
longer necessarily dependent
only on conventional mili-
tants. Instead, they could
attempt to recruit or influence
people with professional
expertise, education and
access to institutions.

The recent Flydubai inci-
dent, according to supporters
of Thomas’s analysis, pro-
vides another reason for
authorities to examine this
possibility more seriously.

Thomas’s analysis
of the Hamas attack

Thomas has also written
about the geopolitical circum-
stances surrounding the
Hamas attack on Israel on
October 7, 2023.

One of the central argu-
ments attributed to his analy-
sis was that the attack should
be viewed within the broader
geopolitical competition
involving Iran, Israel, the
Arab countries, India, China
and emerging international
connectivity projects.

He particularly examined
the significance of the India-
Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC), announced
in 2023 by India, the United
States, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Israel
and the European Union.

The proposed corridor was
intended to strengthen con-
nectivity between India, the
Middle East and Europe
through infrastructure involv-
ing railways, ports and other
transportation links. Thomas
argued that the strengthening
of relations between Israel
and Arab countries, together
with the proposed connectivi-
ty corridor, had important
geopolitical implications for
Iran and other regional pow-
ers.He further argued that
Hamas’s relationship with
Iran should be considered
when examining the broader
strategic background to the
October 7 attack.

O Lakh Houses for

Poor by 2029

Continued From Page-1

177 houses through
3D printing
The Chief Minister and the Union
Minister inspected a Rs.14-crore pilot
project to construct 177 houses using
3D concrete printing technology at
Burripalem. Officials from the
Central Building Research Institute
(CBRI), Roorkee, and the Union
Ministry of Rural Development
explained the technology. They said
houses could be constructed in about
10 days, reducing construction time
and cost while ensuring structural
strength. Naidu said modern technol-
ogy would be increasingly used in
housing construction and measures
were being taken to ensure that the

interiors of 3D-printed houses
remained relatively cooler than out-
side temperatures.

Rs.52,000 crore

worth of house sites
Naidu said house sites worth around
Rs.52,000 crore had been provided to
poor families after resolving long-
pending land issues in
Visakhapatnam, ijayawada,
Mangalagiri and other areas.

He said the government was also
focusing on rural infrastructure, irri-
gation and horticulture development.
Rayalaseema, he added, was being
developed as a global horticulture
hub.

AP to become ‘Shining and

Advanced Andhra’
Union Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said Andhra Pradesh was
moving towards becoming “Shining
Andhra, Advanced Andhra and
Achieving Andhra”. He appreciated
the State’s adoption of 3D concrete
printing technology and said the ini-
tiative could become a model for the
country.

He reiterated the Centre’s commit-
ment to sanctioning another six lakh
houses and extending full support to
the State’s development. Union
Minister Pemmasani Chandra
Sekhar, Ministers Kolusu
Parthasarathy and Nandendla
Manohar, BJP State president PVN
Madhav, public representatives and
senior officials attended the pro-
gramme. The Chief Minister and the
Union Minister also handed over a
house-site patta to beneficiary
Lakshmi.
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TAMIL NADU BYPOLLS: FIR AGAINST UDHAYANIDHI STALIN
FOR INVOLVING CHILD IN DHARAPURAM CAMPAIGN

TIRUPPUR: Tiruppur
district police have reg-
istered a case against
Tamil Nadu Leader of
Opposition
Udhayanidhi Stalin for
allegedly involving a
child in an election
campaign and making
the child speak in a
manner insulting to the
Chief Minister.

The incident alleged-
ly took place during a
campaign meeting near
the Periyar statue in
Dharapuram town on
Saturday, according to
a press release issued
by police.

Police said the case
has been registered at
the Dharapuram Police
Station and that an
investigation was
underway.

The press release did
not specify the legal
provisions under which
Udhayanidhi had been
booked. The police
action comes while the
Model Code of Conduct
is in force in the

Dharapuram Assembly
constituency. The dis-
trict police referred to
the Election
Commission’s instruc-
tions against involving
children in election-
related activities.

According to the

release,the Commission
had directed that chil-
dren should not be used
for any activity con-
nected with elections.
Police cited these
instructions while out-
lining the allegations
relating to Saturday’s

Tamil Nadu

campaign meeting.

The statement alleged
that Udhayanidhi made
a child speak in a man-
ner that insulted the
Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister. It also accused
him of using children
for election campaign
purposes, but did not
reproduce the remarks
attributed to the child.

The release did not
explain how the child
was brought into the
campaign proceedings
or describe the circum-
stances in which the
alleged remarks were
made. It also did not
identify the child or
provide details about
the child’s age.

While confirming the
registration of the case,
police did not disclose
whether the action fol-
lowed a complaint from
an individual, party or
election official.

No details of the com-
plainant were included
in the statement.

The allegations out-

lined in the release
remain subject to inves-
tigation. Police have
announced the registra-
tion of a case, but the
statement contains no
findings, establishing
the alleged conduct or
explaining
Udhayanidhi’s role
beyond the accusation.

The release also did
not include a response
from Udhayanidhi to
the allegations or indi-
cate whether police
have sought his expla-
nation. It offered no
timetable for complet-
ing the investigation.

Further details
about the case, includ-
ing the provisions
invoked and the evi-
dence being examined,
were not provided.
The district police
said the Dharapuram
Police Station was
continuing its investi-
gation into the alleged
use of children during
the election campaign
meeting.

EC squads seize Rs 91.10 lakh cash in
Madurantakam constituency

CHENGALPATTU:
Election flying squads
seized a total of Rs 51.10
lakh in unaccounted
cash during a series of
vehicle checks and raids
in the Madurantakam
(SC) Assembly constitu-
ency in Chengalpattu
district ahead of the
October 6 bypoll.

The seizures were
made as the Election
Commission stepped up
surveillance to prevent
the clandestine distribu-

tion of cash and gift arti-  zure, flying squad offi-

cles to voters.  cials intercepted a car
Campaigning for the near Sotthupakkam  without
bypoll ends on Saturday ~ Road on Friday while it  ments.

evening.In the latest sei-

was travelling towards
Vandavasi and found Rs
4 lakh being carried

valid docu-

COLOMBO: The Sri Lanka Navy
has arrested nine Indian fishermen
and seized their trawler for alleg-
edly poaching in its territorial
waters, according to an official
statement. The fishermen were
arrested on Saturday for having
crossed the International Maritime
Boundary Line in Sri Lankan
waters south of Delft Island, Jaffna,
the island nation's navy said in a
statement.

"During the operation, one
Indian fishing trawler was seized,
while nine Indian fishermen on
board were taken into custody by
SLNS Samudura," it said. Those
apprehended were
Kankesanthurai Harbour and will
be handed to the Department of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

taken to

9 Indian fishermen arrested by Sri
Lankan navy for alleged poaching

-

for further legal proceedings. The
fishermen issue is a contentious
one in the ties between India and
Sri Lanka, with Lankan Navy per-
sonnel even firing at Indian fisher-
men in the Palk Strait and seizing
their boats in several alleged inci-
dents of illegally entering Sri
Lankan territorial waters.

CHENNAI: Senior BJP
leader and former
Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan on Sunday
urged Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay to focus on
pressing public issues
instead of roadshows, say-
ing people would benefit
more if he devoted great-
er attention to gover-
nance. Talking to report-
ers after flagging off the
‘Happy Doctor Marathon
2026’ at Island Grounds
here, organised to honour
doctors for their service,
Tamilisai said the event
was a tribute to the medi-
cal fraternity and its con-
tribution during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

She said the marathon
also sought to promote
awareness about preven-
tive medicine and the
importance of maintain-
ing physical and mental
health. Regular running
and exercise would help
people stay healthy, she
said.Recalling the role of
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BJP asks CM Vijay to focus on
public issues, not roadshows

She urged the younger generation to spend less time on mobile
phones and pay greater aftention to walking and exercise

doctors during the pan-
demic, Tamilisai said
they had risked their
lives to protect people and
deserved society’s grati-
tude.

She urged the younger
generation to spend less
time on mobile phones
and pay greater attention
to walking and exercise.
She also advised people to
reduce their consumption
of foods such as pizza and
burgers and include more
vegetables, fruits and tra-
ditional foods in their

\ B

L
diets.

Traditional foods such
as idli and dosa provided
essential nutrients,
including carbohydrates
and protein, she said,
stressing the need for
moderation in food intake
and maintaining a
healthy weight.

“No matter how much
we earn, health is our
basic capital,” Tamilisai
said, highlighting the
importance of initiatives
that promote health
awareness.

TVK petitions SIT to probe ex-CM’s
role in stifling Veeramani case

CHENNAI: The legal
wing of the Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam on Saturday
petitioned the Greater
Chennai Police and the SIT,
probing the sexual abuse of
minors by granite baron R
Veeramani (84), seeking an
expanded investigation into
the allegations of suppres-
sion and cover-up of com-
plaints, including the roles
of former Chief Minister
MK Stalin, former Law min-
ister S Regupathy and
senior police officers.
Meanwhile, the Special
Investigation Team (SIT)

has registered another case
against the businessman,
taking the total number of
cases against him to five. y
details of the complaint
except that it is from a
Chennai resident.On the
same day, a woman from
Tiruvannamalai
approached the SIT through
their WhatsApp helpline
9345319676, alleging that
Veeramani sexually abused
her when she was a minor.
No case has been registered
so far, as the police are still
verifying the veracity of her
complaint. Veeramani, who

ran GEM granites and a
group of companies and his
associates have been in
prison since August 29. A
pendrive with the video was
sent to the city police’s
Immoral Trafficking
Prevention Unit in October
2025 and a case was regis-
tered on October 7, 2025.
However, the city police
filed a closure report in
February 2026, stating that
the video was unclear; the
report was, however, reject-
ed by a special court judge,
forcing the police to begin
their investigations again.

Primordial magnetism & the origin of life

Glacier rewrites

he perplexing phenome-

non of homochirality in

life, where biomolecules

exist in only one of two
mirror-image forms, remains
unexplained despite historical
attention from scientific figures
like Pasteur, Lord Kelvin, and
Pierre Curie. Recent research
suggests the combination of elec-
tric and magnetic fields might
influence this preference through
experiments showing enantiose-
lective effects on chiral molecules
interacting with magnetized sur-
faces, offering indirect evidence
towards understanding this mys-
tery. The phenomenon known as
homochirality of life, which
refers to the exclusive presence
of biomolecules in one of their
two possible mirror-image con-
figurations within living organ-
isms, has intrigued several prom-
inent figures in science. This
includes Louis Pasteur, who first
identified molecular chirality,
William Thomson (also known as
Lord Kelvin), and Pierre Curie, a
Nobel Laureate.

A conclusive explanation is still
lacking, as both forms have, for
instance, the same chemical stabili-
ty and do not differ from each other
in their physicochemical proper-
ties. The hypothesis, however, that
the interplay between electric and
magnetic fields could explain the
preference for one or the other mir-
ror-image form of a molecule - so-
called enantiomers - emerged early
on.It was only a few years ago,
though, that the first indirect evi-
dence emerged that the various
combinations of these force fields
can indeed “distinguish” between
the two mirror images of a mole-
cule. This was achieved by studying
the interaction of chiral molecules
with metallic surfaces that exhibit a
strong electric field over short dis-
tances. If only left-handed helicene
spirals are deposited on the cobalt-
copper surface, they clearly prefer
cobalt islands with a certain direc-
tion of magnetization. In the image,
the two triangular cobalt islands
have opposite magnetization; the
left-handed helicene molecules bind
almost exclusively to the island on
the right and avoid the island on the
left (except for a few molecules at
the edge of the island). Credit: Peter
Griinberg Institute/Jilich The sur-

faces of magnetic metals such as
iron, cobalt, or nickel thus allow
electric and magnetic fields to be
combined in various ways - the
direction of magnetization is simply
reversed, from “North up - South
down” to “South up — North down”.
If the interplay between magnetism
and electric fields actually triggers
“enantioselective” effects, then the
strength of the interaction between
chiral molecules and magnetic sur-
faces should also differ, for example
— depending on whether a right-
handed or left-handed molecule
“settles” on the surface.

And this is indeed the case, as a
team of researchers led by Karl-
Heinz Ernst from the Empa’s
Surface Science and Coating
Technologies lab and colleagues at
the Peter Griinberg Institute at the
Forschungszentrum Jilich in
Germany recently reported in the
scientific  journal Advanced
Materials. The team coated a (non-
magnetic) copper surface with
small, ultra-thin “islands” of mag-
netic cobalt and determined the
direction of the magnetic field in
these using spin-polarized scanning
tunneling microscopy; as men-
tioned before, this can run in two
different directions perpendicular
to the metal surface: North up or
South up. They then deposited spi-

ral-shaped chiral molecules
- a 1:1 mixture of left- and
right-handed heptahelicene
molecules - onto these cobalt
islands in an ultrahigh vacu-
um. Then they “simply”
counted the number of right-
and left-handed helicene
molecules on the differently
magnetized cobalt islands,
almost 800 molecules in total,
again using scanning tunnel-
ing microscopy. And lo and
behold: Depending on the
direction of magnetic field,
one or the other form of the
helicene spirals had settled
preferentially (see right side
of the graphic).How Chirality
Induced Spin Selectivity
Manifests ItselfThis is how
chirality-induced spin selec-
tivity (CISS effect) manifests
itself: Electrons (e- or red
and green spheres with
arrows indicating electron
spin, either up or down) with
the “wrong” direction of
rotation (spin) are held back or fil-
tered out when tunneling through
spiral molecules, depending on the
handedness of the spirals (left- or
right-handed), so that one type of
electron spin predominates (elec-
trons with the arrow pointing down-
wards on the left side). The electric
field of a metallic surface (E, point-
ing upwards, right side) shifts the
electrons in the bound heptahelical
molecules; these accumulate slight-
ly in the lower part of the molecule
near the surface. In the case of chi-
ral molecules, electrons with differ-
ent spins are also shifted differently
depending on the handedness of the
molecule. The molecule becomes
“spin-polarized”, i.e. also magnetic.
Depending on the direction of mag-
netization of the metallic surface,
chiral molecules therefore interact
with it to different degrees. In this
example, the purple spiral therefore
binds more strongly to the surface
than the yellow one, as opposite
spins “attract” each other (the red
and green electrons with different
spins sitting on top of each other).
Credit: Empa

Moreover, the experiments
showed that the selection - the pref-
erence for one or the other enantio-
mer — not only occurs during the
binding on the cobalt islands, but
already beforehand. Before the mol-

ecules take up their final (preferred)
position on one of the cobalt islands,
they migrate long distances across
the copper surface in a significantly
weaker bound precursor state in
“search” for an ideal position. They
are only bound to the surface by so-
called van der Waals forces. These
are merely caused by fluctuations
in the electronic shell of atoms and
molecules and are therefore rela-
tively weak. The fact that even these
are influenced by magnetism, i.e.
the direction of rotation (spin) of the
electrons, was not known thus far.

Electrons with the “wrong” spin
are filtered out

Using scanning tunneling micros-
copy, the researchers were also able
to solve another mystery, as they
reported in the journal Small last
November. Electron transport — i.e.
electric current — also depends on
the combination of molecular hand-
edness and magnetization of the
surface. Depending on the handed-
ness of the bound molecule, elec-
trons with one direction of spin
preferentially flow — or “tunnel” -
through the molecule, meaning that
electrons with the “wrong” spin are
filtered out.This chirality-induced
spin selectivity (CISS effect, see left
side of the graphic) had already
been observed in earlier studies, but
it remained unclear whether an
ensemble of molecules is necessary
for this or whether individual mol-
ecules also exhibit this effect. Ernst
and his colleagues have now been
able to show that individual
helicene molecules also exhibit the
CISS effect. “But the physics behind
this is still not understood,” admits
Ernst. The Empa researcher also
believes that his findings eventually
cannot fully answer the question of
the chirality of life. In other words,
the question that the Nobel Prize
winner in chemistry and ETH chem-
ist Vladimir Prelog described as
“one of the first problems of molecu-
lar theology” in his Nobel Prize lec-
ture in 1975. But Ernst can imagine
that in certain surface-catalyzed
chemical reactions - such as those
that could have taken place in the
chemical “primordial soup” on the
early Earth — a certain combination
of electric and magnetic fields could
have led to a steady accumulation of
one form or another of the various
biomolecules — and thus ultimately
to the handedness of life.

climate history

he Thwaites Glacier in
Antarctica, undergoing
significant ice loss since
the 1940s due to climate
changes and El Nifio events, con-
tributes to 4% of global sea-level
rise. Researchers emphasize the
ongoing retreat initiated by exter-
nal factors like ocean and atmo-
sphere circulation changes, high-
lighting the importance of under-
standing these dynamics for
future sea-level rise projections.
Credit: Robert Larter Nestled
within the immense wilderness of
Antarctica, the Thwaites Glacier
stretches impressively across
approximately 80 miles on the
continent’s western frontier.
Despite its monumental scale,
this colossal glacier faces a trou-
bling imbalance, shedding around
50 billion tons of ice annually in
excess of what it gains from snow-
fall. This critical disparity puts
its stability in jeopardy.
Accelerating ice loss has been
observed since the 1970s, but it is
unclear when this significant
melting initiated — until now. A
new study published in the jour-
nal PNAS, led by researchers at
the University of Houston, sug-
gests that significant glacial
retreat began in the 1940s. Their
results on the Thwaites Glacier
coincide with previous work that
studied retreat on Pine Island
Glacier and found glacial retreat
began in the ‘40s as well.“What is
especially important about our
study is that this change is not
random nor specific to one gla-
cier,” said Rachel Clark, corre-
sponding author, who graduated
from UH last year with a doctor-
ate in geology. “It is part of a
larger context of a changing cli-

mate. You just can’t ignore what’s
happening on this glacier.” Clark
and the study authors posit that
the glacial retreat was likely
kicked off by an extreme El Niilo
climate pattern that warmed the
west Antarctic. Since then, the
authors say, the glacier has not
recovered and is currently con-
tributing to 4% of global sea-level
rise. “It is significant that El Nifo
only lasted a couple of years, but
the two glaciers, Thwaites and
Pine Island, remain in significant
retreat,” said Julia Wellner, UH
associate professor of geology and
U.S. lead investigator of the
Thwaites Offshore Research proj-
ect, or THOR, an international
collaboration whose team mem-
bers are authors of the study.
“Once the system is kicked out of
balance, the retreat is ongoing,”
she added. Nathaniel B. Palmer
Sails Past Thwaites Glacier

Their findings also make it
clear the retreat at the glaciers’
grounding zone, or the area where
the glaciers lose contact with the
seabed and start to float, was due
to external factors. “The finding
that both Thwaites Glacier and
Pine Island Glacier share a com-
mon history of thinning and
retreat corroborates the view that
ice loss in the Amundsen Sea sec-
tor of the West Antarctic ice sheet
is predominantly controlled by
external factors, involving chang-
es in ocean and atmosphere circu-
lation, rather than internal gla-
cier dynamics or local changes,
such as melting at the glacier
bed or snow accumulation on
the glacier surface,” said Claus-
Dieter Hillenbrand, U.K. lead
investigator of THOR and study
co-author.
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EDITORIAL

PRIVACY IN THE DIGITAL
AGE: RIGHTS AND

GROWING CHALLENGES

Today, a person's digital identity has become as important
as their physical existence. What we search for, where we
2o, what we buy, who we communicate with, and what top-
ics we are interested in—all of these leave a digital trail.
The question then is not only who has our information,
but also how much control we have over it. In this context,
the issue of privacy in the digital age has emerged as a
serious constitutional and social challenge concerning
individual freedom, dignity, and autonomy.

Privacy is an individual's right to control others' access to
their personal information, identity, and private life. This
right gained historical significance in India when the
Supreme Court, in K. S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India
(2017), recognized privacy as a fundamental right protect-
ed by the Constitution. The Court linked privacy to life
and personal liberty, dignity, and autonomy. It also clari-
fied that any intrusion on privacy must comply with con-
stitutional standards such as law, legitimate purpose, and
proportionality. The proliferation of digital technology
has broadened both the scope and challenges of this right.
First, the state's growing surveillance capabilities pose a
significant challenge to privacy. Technologies such as
facial recognition, biometric identification, location track-
ing, and digital communication analysis can be useful in
crime control and national security. However, without
adequate legal limits and independent oversight, these
same technologies can become a means of mass surveil-
lance. Striking a balance between security and privacy is
therefore a crucial responsibility of democratic gover-

nance.

On the other hand, the massive collection of personal data
by private digital companies is also a matter of concern.
Social media, e-commerce, search engines, and mobile
applications collect vast amounts of data about our behav-
ior. By combining this information from different sources,
detailed behavioral profiles of individuals can be created.
This makes it possible to personalize services, but this
process also creates the potential to influence consumer
preferences, behavior, and decisions. Thus, data becomes
not just information but a source of economic and social
power. Privacy threats aren't limited to large-scale data
collection. Incidents like doxing involve the disclosure of
a person's address, phone number, photo, or other per-
sonal information without their permission. This can
lead to online harassment, threats, and physical safety
threats. Similarly, deepfake technology has added a new
dimension to identity and reputation abuse. Artificial
intelligence can be used to create content that appears
authentic, using a person's face or voice. This can impact
privacy as well as a person's dignity and reputation.
Additionally, data breaches and cyberattacks pose a seri-
ous threat to citizens' privacy. Theft of financial informa-
tion, health records, identity documents, and other sensi-
tive information can lead to identity theft, financial
fraud, and blackmail. Compounding the problem is algo-
rithmic profiling. When automated systems make deci-
sions about people based on personal data, inaccurate or
biased data can lead to discriminatory outcomes. If such
decision-making processes are not transparent, it
becomes difficult for individuals to understand or chal-
lenge decisions made against them.
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DAY 2 OF ANTI-SIR PROTEST:

Yogendra Yadav, Neha Bora Detained Amid

Chants of

Antara Baruah

New Delhi: All India
Students’ Association presi-
dent Neha Bora, psepholo-
gist-activist Yogendra
Yadav, transparency activist
Anjali Bhardwaj and senior
advocate Prashant Bhushan
were among the dozens of
protesters detained on Day 2
of ‘Jantar Mantar 2.0’. The
protest had barely kicked off
when it mutated into a show
of force and brute violence by
the Delhi police, going by
accounts of the day. Even
before the majority of pro-
testers had arrived, when
only the media and curious
bystanders were present on
the roads leading to Jantar
Mantar, the deployment of
security forces was heavy.
Rapid Action Force (RAF)
personnel stood holding tear
gas launchers with shell con-
tainers slung over their
shoulders. The protest —
organised to demand chief
election commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar’s resigna-
tion — was due to start at 1
pm, and within half an hour
the police had put up a ban-
ner on the barricades outside
one entry point to Jantar
Mantar, announcing that
section 163 of the BNSS had
been put into force. Typically
at protests, as was seen dur-
ing the last round of protests
led by the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP), there is a sea of
protesters. There is sloga-
neering, the holding up of
placards and the possibility
of camaraderie is in the air.
But this time, behind the bar-
ricades, was a sea of Delhi
police, RAF and Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)
personnel. An RAF officer
was also recording protest-
ers and media persons with
what appeared to be a GoPro
camera. Upon being asked
what it was, he did not
respond and put it back in
his pocket. Other than for a
brief few minutes, the after-
noon’s soundtrack was large-

g7

ly the Delhi police’s mono-
tone, mechanical announce-
ments. “Please cooperate
with the police and maintain
law and order. Police sarkari
ko nuksaan alag se kanuni
karvayi hogi. Yahan se hat
jaayein [Obstructing police
and officials will invite sepa-
rate proceedings. Move away
from here].” The protesters,
largely groups of students
from universities in Delhi,
were choked, pushed and
shoved. After the detentions
had taken place, there were
only a handful of students
who remained. Later, on
Saturday evening, journal-
ists held a demonstration
outside the Parliament
Street police station demand-
ing an FIR against a police
officer who is accused of sex-
ually assaulting a woman
reporter when she was film-
ing Bora’s detention in the
afternoon. Unlike on Friday,
when thousands of people
turned up at Jantar Mantar
to demand that CEC Kumar
resign, around 150 people
turned up at the site on the

o ]

afternoon of Day 2. Even as
the government deployed a
large number of security per-
sonnel, it did not shut down
metro stations or impose a
clampdown on internet
access on Saturday. Sarthak,
a student from JNU, had his
shirt ripped by the police.
Mohammad Kaif’'s phone
was snatched from him as he
tried to record the violence,
and his arm twisted. Kaif is a
journalist and works as a
cameraperson. It’s a very
small matter. In a democra-
cy, we are allowed to register
our dissent through various
means. One of them is peace-
ful protesting. But the police
are robbing us of our medi-
ums. On social media, we are
made to feel like criminals
for posting. Those expressing
solidarity with the workers
in Noida have been arrested
under the NSA [National
Security Act],” said Sarthak.
“We are only a democracy in
name. Why is the ITBP here?
Who is looking after our bor-
ders?” Unfazed by the vio-
lence, Sarthak said they

would return to Jantar
Mantar tomorrow.
‘Government cannot choose
its voters’ The protesters
marched from Patel Chowk
to Jantar Mantar, which was
barricaded from all sides.
They managed to breach the
first layer. The slogans that
broke through the thrum of
the Delhi police’s announce-
ments were “Dilli police
vardi utaro, RSS ki chadi
dalo” [‘Take off your uni-
form, Delhi police, and wield
the RSS’s baton instead’],
“jabjab Modi darta hai police
ko aage karta hai”
[Whenever Modi is scared he
deploys the police],
“Gyanesh Kumar murd-
abad” [Down with Gyanesh
Kumar] and “Gyanesh
Kumar istifa do” (Gyanesh
Kumar, hand in your resig-
nation), with the latter two
referring to chief election
commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar. There were
sporadic chants of ‘Inquilab
Zindabad” as well, a
reminder that this protest
was not by the CJP, who

have prevented protesters
from using the term. But just
as the protest picked up
momentum, as the proces-
sion was marching into the
Jantar Mantar roundabout,
the police began cracking
down on the peaceful protest-
ers. At no point in the day did
the protesters outnumber
the security forces. Initially,
prior to the arrival of Bora
and other activists, buses
were leaving with just three
or four people. One group of
protesters of about five or six
people arrived chained
together, their hands con-
nected through a string of
steel chains. The idea was to
evoke a sense of the collec-
tive — they were literally
bound together. Two of these
protesters then lay down on
the ground, which is when
the police dragged them by
their feet, pulling them
towards a bus. The four
women behind them were
also dragged, and similarly
roughhoused. Another pro-
tester, who was also part of a
chain, stood outside the bus.

The police wrenched him
from the ground into the bus
through the window, forcing
him to clamber in through
the gaps between the bars.
Many of these detained,
including Yadav, Bhushan
and Bhardwaj, were taken to
Badarpur in southeast Delhi.
A couple of protesters at
Jantar Mantar noted the lack
of organisation. According to
them, Bora had sent the call
to arrive at the site too late, as
aresult of which people were
unaware of the protest.
However, nearly all protest-
ers The Wire spoke to were
remarkably well-informed
about why they had gathered
there. “The election commis-
sioners have opposed the SIR
[special intensive revision].
[Former chief election com-
missioner] S.Y. Quraishi has
given plenty of interviews.
They have chosen a nuclear
option for a small exercise.
We have never seen this in
the history of India. The EC is
supposed to register and facil-
itate voters,” said 25-year-old
Deva, a lawyer. Their friend,
who did not want to be identi-
fied, votes in Asansol. “My
name was cut, and I checked
the list. Most of the names in
my constituency who had
been cut were Muslims. So, I
came to protest,” she
claimed. “The SIR needs to be
scrapped. The government
cannot choose its voters.”
Anger against the Election
Commission and CEC
Kumar over the SIR of voter
rolls has flared up in the
wake of the Indian Express‘s
landmark investigation
exposing a measure of dys-
function at the very top of the
poll body over the revision
exercise. Opposition parties
apart from the CJP have also
called for CEC Kumar to step
down over the newspaper’s
revelation that commission-
ers Vivek Joshi and Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu objected to or
complained about being in
the dark over various aspects
of the contentious SIR.

‘Gyanesh Kumar Murdabad’

SATYAGRAHA TRIED TO UNITE THE
SCATTERED VOICES INTO ONE THREAD

Saurabh Varshney

Democracy is not limited to
elections, Parliament, and
governments. The true
power of democracy also lies
in the voice that questions
the system for its rights, jus-
tice, and respect. In India's
democratic history,
Mahatma Gandhi's
Satyagraha has been an
important example of trans-
forming this question into
the power of non-violent
struggle and moral persua-
sion. At a time when move-
ments and protests continue
to emerge in different parts
of the country on various
issues, the launch of a digital
platform called
"Satyagraha" by Congress
leader and Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, can
be seen in this context. This
platform comes at a time
when the opposition is grad-
ually uniting against the rul-
ing party. However, the
Samajwadi Party and the
Aam Aadmi Party are not
openly supporting Rahul
Gandhi, as elections are
coming up in Uttar Pradesh
and Punjab.

Sensing public opposition,
Rahul Gandhi launched this
digital platform on October
3rd. Through this platform,
an attempt has been made to
bring together issue-based
movements and struggles in
different parts of the coun-
try onto a common digital
platform. On the platform,
people can share informa-
tion about their movements
and issues and, through an
interactive map, can also
gain information about sim-
ilar struggles in other parts
of the country.

In his message, Rahul
Gandhi stated that people
across the country are fight-
ing for their rights, and that
their voices are often left
alone. Citing the struggles of
various groups, including
youth, students, farmers,
tribals, Dalits, and women,
he urged people to share
their problems and move-
ments on this platform. He
stated that when informa-
tion about different strug-
gles is available in one place,
people involved in a single
issue will be able to connect
with similar struggles else-
where. The crucial question
here is whether digital plat-
forms can truly transform
fragmented voices into effec-
tive social force. The answer
lies not just in political
appeal, but in how widely
the platform reaches people
and how the complaints and
movements received are
organized. In a vast and
diverse country like India,
movements have been tak-
ing place at various levels on
numerous issues such as
land, forest rights, educa-
tion, examinations, employ-
ment, women's rights, social
justice, Dalit and OBC
rights. Sometimes, local
struggles fail to reach
national discourse. Limited
media access, a lack of
resources, and a lack of coor-
dination among movement
groups can be reasons for
this. The stated role of the
"Satyagraha" platform is to
provide visibility and com-
munication to such strug-
gles. But the success of any
digital platform isn't deter-
mined solely by its name or
purpose. Its credibility will
depend on how verified the
information it provides, how

diverse parties are allowed
to present their perspec-
tives, and how grievances
are presented without politi-
cal propaganda. If informa-
tion about a movement is
widely disseminated with-
out adequate verification, it
risks blurring the distinc-
tion between fact and fic-
tion. Therefore, transparen-
cy and fact-checking will be
crucial criteria for this ini-
tiative. Rahul Gandhi, as
Leader of the Opposition,
has spoken of raising the
voice of the people in
Parliament, as well as on the
streets and through other
means. This is inherently
part of the political role. The
opposition's responsibility is
to question the government
and raise public issues in
Parliament. On the other
hand, engaging in move-
ments can be an important
avenue of opposition poli-
tics. However, here too, it is
important to distinguish
between a genuine public
grievance, a political differ-
ence, and an allegation that
has not yet been proven.

The name "Satyagraha"
itself is deeply rooted in the
legacy of Mahatma Gandhi.
For Gandhi, Satyagraha was
not merely a means of
protest, but a method of
struggle rooted in truth,
nonviolence, self-discipline,
and moral insistence. In
today's digital age, it is easy
to broaden a movement
through social media and
online platforms, but it is far
more difficult to maintain
the true spirit of Gandhi's
Satyagraha. This is the most
important difference
between digital outrage and
Satyagraha. Today, com-
plaints often surface that

conflict is increasing in poli-
tics, rather than dialogue.
The sharp political language
between the ruling party
and the opposition, polariza-
tion on social media, and the
tendency to immediately
view any issue through a
political lens pose chal-
lenges to democratic dia-
logue. In such an environ-
ment, if a platform becomes
a medium for voicing peo-
ple's grievances, it carries
with it an equally significant
responsibility.

It would be insufficient to
dismiss this initiative as
merely a political digital
campaign by the Congress
or Rahul Gandhi, nor would
it be appropriate to consider
it a self-representative rep-
resentation of all the strug-
gles in the country. Its true
evaluation will come over
time. How many genuine
movements join it, how
many local issues reach the
national discourse, how
many complaints are insti-
tutionally addressed, and
how reliable the platform's
information remains. The
answers to these questions
will determine its useful-
ness. Dissent is not a weak-
ness in a democracy.
Listening to dissent, under-
standing its causes, and find-
ing peaceful solutions are
signs of the strength of a
democratic system. If the
"Satyagraha" platform truly
succeeds in bringing voices
that are not adequately
heard under normal circum-
stances, it could become a
new digital medium for civic
participation. But this will
require political commit-
ment, along with factual
objectivity, transparency,
and a culture of dialogue.

'NO AMOUNT OF WHATABOUTERY CAN JUSTIFY'
PROCESS DISENFRANCHISING MILLIONS OF

INDIANS CITIZENS: SUPREM

New Delhi: Justice Ujjal
Bhuyan, Supreme Court
judge, has come down harsh-
ly on the special intensive
revision of voter rolls — a
process overseen by the
Election Commission result-
ing in the ouster of 13 crore
names from the lists.

Justice Bhuyan was deliver-
ing the valedictory address at
the 19th NALSAR-Justice BR
Sawhney Memorial Moot
Court Competition at NAL-
SAR University of Law,
Hyderabad. His words
amount to the strongest rep-
rimand of the process by a
sitting apex court judge yet.
“If any process results in dis-
enfranchising millions and
millions of Indian citizens
making them second class
citizens in their own country
in the sense of being citizens
without voting rights, such a
process is intrinsically arbi-
trary. No amount of
whataboutery can justify it.
It strikes at the very heart of
the Constitution and I would
go to the extent of saying that
it is a negation of the consti-
tutional order which we
have adopted under the
Constitution of India,” he
said.

Portions of his speech quoted
by the outlet are powerful.
Justice Bhuyan noted that
the creation of the disenfran-
chised class is illegal.
“Indian Constitution does
not provide for two classes of
citizens: citizens with voting
rights and citizens without
voting rights. Any process
which leads to wholesale dis-
enfranchisement of Indian
citizens making them citi-
zens without voting rights
would be violative of Articles
326 and 14 of the Constitution

of India.”

He stressed that no one is
above the constitution.

“No authority can do it; no
court can condone it. No one
is above the Constitution.”
Justice Bhuyan’s words echo
what former Supreme Court
judge Justice Rohinton
Nariman said on September
27, also reported by Bar and
Bench:

“The common man today
under our Constitution, and
if I may say so, the heart of
our Constitution, the heart of
our democracy, which is the
right to vote, is in great
peril.” Both judges’ words
are especially resonant
because they come amidst a
nationwide movement
against the unilateral deci-
sions of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar during the SIR exer-
cise - often going against con-
stitutional dictum and his fel-
low Election Commissioners
who have formally objected
14 times in the last 10
months.
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The Wire has reported on
how a vast number of dele-
tions, most affecting Indian
Muslim voters, were generat-
ed centrally by the Election
Commission itself.
Justice Nariman made no
bones of the impact in Bengal
in his speech.

“So can you imagine, this
was a completely illegal
knocking out of the common
man, of the citizen of India, in
order that a government
obtains what it wants. And
the result of that you saw in
West Bengal was something
that upset the government of
the day and brought in the
government of the centre,”
he said.
Justice Bhuyan, today, also
tackled the deletion of names
from electoral rolls:

“Except in the case of a dead
voter, the name of a voter
once enlisted in the electoral
roll cannot be deleted with-
out notice and hearing. From
the persona of an Indian citi-
zen, the right to vote or right
to be included in the voters

E COURT JUDGE

list cannot be detached. It
will be like taking out the
soul from the body.”

Justice Bhuyan also noted
that the Indian citizen’s right
to cast their vote is “central
to the basic structure doc-
trine itself.” The framers, he
said, adopted universal suf-
frage despite the enormous
administrative  challenge
and widespread illiteracy in
the country. The decision
was an act of faith in ordi-
nary Indians and marked the
first step towards achieving
equality in a society deeply
divided by caste and econom-
ic status. Invoking BR
Ambedkar’s closing speech
in the Constituent Assembly,
Justice Bhuyan recalled the
warning that India would
enter a life of contradictions,
with political equality coex-
isting with social and eco-
nomic inequality. The princi-
ple of “one man, one vote and
one vote, one value”, he said,
was a facet of equality and
the very essence of the
Constitution.
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FPIs Offload Over Rs 35,000 Crore
Worth Indlan Equltles thls Month

Foreign Portfolio Investors
engaged in hefty selloffs of
Indian equities in
September and dumped
stocks worth Rs 35,861 crore
on a net basis. October also
began on a negative note,
with the selloff standing at
Rs 9,232 crore.

The selloff follows robust
investments by FPIs in the
months of July (Rs 20,200
crore) and August (Rs 29,631
crore) on a net basis. West
Asia war's energy shock rip-
ples, weakness of the Indian
currency, and US 30-year
yield touching multi-decadel
high (5.4%) is something
that was already estab-
lished, but analysts have
added another to the list:
portfolio rotation.

"FPIs turned heavy sellers
in September. The positive
FPI flows in July and
August on expectations of
decline in crude prices
turned out to be a temporary
phenomenon," stated V K
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist,
Geojit Investments. Here's a
closer look at why overseas
investors have strayed away
from the Indian stock mar-
ket:

US BOND YIELDS

The 30-year US treasury
yield touched a two-decade
high, standing at 5.48%
roughly a week ago.

Treasury yields have a con-
verse relationship with
equities and tend to put pres-
sure on their appeal. At the
same time, the US 10-year
yield touched 5.3% in the
last week.

"Treasury yields hovered
near multidecade highs
Friday as investors looked
past slower-than-expected
job creation in the U.S. amid
lingering concerns about
the long-term economic out-
look," said Dheeraj Gaur,
Chief Investment Strategy
Officer at Choice Wealth.

OIL ON THE BOIL

Crude oil prices have contin-
uously rallied, with only
brief bouts of respite. Brent
crude prices have remained
above $100 per barrel for the
better half of September.
The rally took a breather
when Saudi Arabia report-
edly transported some crude
via Strait of Hormuz to com-

pensate for the closure of a
key pipeline.

USIRAN WAR

The primary catalyst for all
of this havoc remains the on-
going (and seemingly never-
ending) West Asia conflict
between America and Iran.
The war, which began in
February of 2026, has rattled
economies, markets and
countries (along with their
people) across the globe.

So far, there has been little
to no indication of truce
talks being resumed from
either ends, making the con-
flict an ever bigger overhang
for overseas investors and
keeping them cautious
regarding Indian equities as
well.

INDIAN RUPEE'S FALL

The Indian currency weak-
ened against the US dollar
substantially, crossing 96
per dollar levels time and

Business

again. The depreciation in
the currency has exposed its
vulnerability to the oil
shock and global yields, as
per experts.

PORTFOLIO ROTATION
Lastly, with global investors
finding attractive opportu-
nities in dollar assets and
parts of the Asian technolo-
gy heavy markets, India has
had to compete harder for
incremental foreign capital
— the significantly reduced
“non-Al” trade, Gaur from
Choice Wealth pointed out.

WHAT TO

LOOK OUT FOR?

Going Ahead, FPIs are
expected to be watchful of
some key domestic factors,

such as the monetary policy
decision and guidance,
India's manufacturing

growth (PMI data), Q2 corpo-
rate earnings and IPO per-
formances; along with glob-
al developments in the con-
text of the Iran war, crude
oil, global bond yields.

"The most important event
is the RBI Monetary Policy
Committee meeting from
October 5-7, with the policy
decision on October 7. A
Reuters poll showed around
60% of economists expecting
a 25-bps hike, amid rising
inflation, crude prices and
rupee pressure,” Gaur from
Choice Wealth said.
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Samsung Galaxy Tab S12 Series Prices

Announced for Indlan Market with Special Deals

Samsung today announced
that its Galaxy Tab S12
series will be available in
India starting October 7.
The Galaxy Tab S12 Ultra
and Tab S12+, available in
Gray and Silver colours,
deliver Samsung’s most
capable and versatile tablet
experience to date, combin-
ing breakthrough perform-
ance, long-lasting battery
life, and the latest Galaxy Al
in an ultra-thin design.
Built for productivity The
Galaxy Tab S12 Ultra and
Tab S12+ feature expansive
Dynamic AMOLED 2X dis-
plays with peak brightness
up to 1600 nits. Additionally,
the Vision Booster feature
on these tabs adjusts bright-
ness in real time to ensure
vivid visuals and comfort-
able viewing in any light-
ing. With the 14.6-inch Ultra
and 12.6-inch Plus model,
users can split the screen
into three sections in Multi
Window layout for seamless
multitasking. They can, for
instance, take notes in
Samsung Notes while
streaming a lecture and
accessing an Al assistant
simultaneously. At just
5.1lmm slim, the Galaxy Tab
S12 Ultra is Samsung’s
thinnest Galaxy Tab yet,
while the Galaxy Tab S12+
measures a comparable
5.3mm. Both devices pack
an energy-efficient 3nm
processor that delivers 61%

faster NPU processing, 19%
faster CPU performance,

and 17% improved GPU
power compared to its pred-
ecessor. This ensures
smooth performance for
demanding tasks like ren-
dering creative projects or
multitasking with lectures
and note-taking. The all-day
battery lasts up to 23 hoursl
on the Ultra and 21 hours on
the Plus, with rapid charg-
ing from 0% to 100% in just
95 minutes using the 45W
adapter. Their newly
designed 3D Vapor
Chamber efficiently dissi-
pates heat for reliable per-
formance during extended
use. Engineered for durabil-
ity, the Galaxy Tab S12
series is IP68-rated for water
and dust resistance, ensur-
ing resilience in various

environments. Sound is
enhanced with 4-channel
spatial audio that delivers a
rich, immersive experience
for streaming, tutorials, or
editing. Both models come
with an ergonomic S Pen for
precise input. Productivity
can be further enhanced
with a Pro Keyboard Cover
that turns these tabs into a
professional workstation,
complete with a Galaxy Al
Key for instant access to Al
assistants. Loaded with
apps Running Android 17
with One UI 9, the Galaxy
Tab S12 series integrates
Galaxy Al for seamless task
management. Note Assist
summarises notes in real
time, while a six-month
trial of Google AI Pro pro-
vides access to Gemini for
instant clarification and

deeper exploration of topics.
The Samsung Browser
enhances research efficien-
cy by summarising open
tabs and surfacing relevant
sources. Adobe Photoshop
is pre-installed for pro-
grade image editing,
Goodnotes offers clean note-
taking with one year of free
access, while LumaFusion
enables professional-grade
video editing at a 66% dis-
count. Clip Studio Paint pro-
vides precision drawing
tools for digital art with a
six-month trial and 20% off
the first subscription, and
ArcSite converts rough
sketches into precise CAD
drawings. Exclusive bene-
fits include four months of
free Photoshop mobile plan
access and discounts on
subscriptions.

Everest Cumin Powder Recalled By
FSSAI Over Excess Pest1c1de Re51dues

The Food Safety And
Standards Authority Of
India (FSSAI) recalled the
'Everest' brand of cumin
powder of excessive pres-
ence of pesticide residues
up to levels where it was
declared 'Unsafe' under the
Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006., as per a notifica-
tion from the organisation
on Sunday. "The food ana-
lyst's report found pesti-
cide residues of
Azoxystrobin and
Thiamethoxam at levels
exceeding the prescribed
maximum limits," the noti-
fication said. The FSSAI
drew a regulatory sample
of "pre-packed cumin pow-
der" from the premises of
M/s Riverside Resorts &
Holiday Homes Pvt. Ltd.,
Goa. The food business
operator (FBO) was given
an opportunity to appeal
against the food analyst's
findings, following which
the sample was referred to
the Referral Food
Laboratory. Following the
findings, the entire impli-
cated batch of Everest pre-
packed cumin powder,

bearing Batch No.
E080668761, was ordered to
be recalled immediately
from the market. The FBO
was also directed to main-
tain complete records of
the recalled product and
submit the prescribed
recall information and sta-
tus reports within the stip-
ulated timelines. It was fur-
ther asked to undertake
corrective measures to pre-
vent a recurrence of the
incident and submit a
report upon completion of
the recall. The FSSAI fur-
ther suspended the license
of M/S Creative Bakers
And Confectioners Pvt.,
citing severe hygiene and
sanitation issues. The reg-

ulator said severe hygiene
and sanitation deficiencies
were observed at the prem-
ises, including dirt, grease,
dust, cobwebs and flies in
food production and han-
dling areas. Perishable raw

materials were found
stored openly, while rusted
and inadequately cleaned
containers were being used
for raw and semi-finished
products, it said.
Significant pest infestation
and inadequate pest-con-
trol measures were also
observed, including inef-
fective fly control, absence
of proper rodent-control
measures and openings
and windows without
insect-proof mesh.

CANON IN TALKS WITH THOSE ENGAGED
IN KEY CHIP PROJECTS IN INDIA

New Delhi: Japanese imaging and
optical major Canon had discussions
with all those engaged in key semi-
conductor manufacturing projects in
India and plans to bring its technolo-
gy and service centres to the country,
said its India President and CEO
Toshiaki Nomura. Canon, a global
supplier of lithography systems used
in semiconductor manufacturing,
said it is looking to support the devel-
opment of India’s semiconductor
ecosystem as the government steps up
efforts to establish domestic chip fab-
rication capabilities. The Japanese
technology major is sensing a “great
opportunity” in the upcoming semi-
conductor manufacturing ecosystem
promoted by the government, and the
company will bring its technologies
(lithographic machines) to help assist
chip manufacturers to produce chips
in India, he said. “Now everybody
knows semiconductor manufacturing
is the buzzword in India. We have a
lithographic machine to produce
those chips... We bring our technolo-
gies to help assist the chip manufac-
turer to produce chips in India. So
that’s a great opportunity for us,”
Nomura told PTI. He said Canon has
already engaged with major semicon-
ductor projects that are currently
under development in the country.

Asked whether the company has held
discussions with semiconductor ven-
tures being established in India, he
said, “Yes, we have discussed with all
those key manufacturers. The proj-
ects are ongoing and, as and when
some development is confirmed, we
will share it.” India has been actively
promoting semiconductor manufac-
turing through incentive schemes
and has approved multiple projects
across semiconductor fabrication,
assembly, testing, marking and pack-
aging segments as part of its broader
strategy to strengthen the electronics
manufacturing ecosystem. Nomura
said the progress of semiconductor
projects in India could also pave the

way for Canon to establish dedicated
support infrastructure for chip manu-
facturing customers in the country.
“Once the project is confirmed, of
course we need 24x7 support to the
chip manufacturer. In that sense, we
will bring our technologies and serv-
ice centres in India. That’s our plan,”
he said. On whether India’s ambitious
timelines for developing a semicon-
ductor ecosystem are achievable,
Nomura expressed confidence in the
country’s capabilities. “I believe in
the power of India. We cannot control
the timeline itself, as it is the chip
manufacturer’s responsibility. But
this will come in the near future.
That’s our expectation,” he said. The

executive also acknowledged the
efforts being made by policymakers
and industry stakeholders to develop
the ecosystem required for semicon-
ductor manufacturing.
“Governments and related parties are
working very hard to build up this
ecosystem. In the near future, this
ecosystem will be available,” Nomura
said, adding that Canon is keen to
support chipmakers as India
advances its ambitions to become a
semiconductor manufacturing hub.
Nearly 12 semiconductor projects are
approved  under  the India
Semiconductor Mission to build a
domestic semiconductor ecosystem,
with projects spanning chip fabrica-
tion, assembly and testing. Among
the key projects are Tata Electronics’
semiconductor fab in Dholera,
Gujarat, Micron’s semiconductor
assembly and packaging facility in
Sanand, and projects by CG Power-
Renesas and Kaynes Semicon in
Gujarat, besides Tata Electronics’
semiconductor packaging unit in
Assam. Besides its traditional imag-
ing and printing businesses, Canon
has been expanding into newer
technology segments, including
semiconductor equipment, medical
systems, and surveillance and secu-
rity solutions.

DESPITE PRICE HIKE, APPLIANCE MAK-
ERS EXPECT DOUBLE- DIGIT GROWTH

IT Q2 Preview: Strong Deal Wins,
Al Pressure, Slow Conversion

New Delhi: Despite a 5-8 per cent
increase in prices of air-condition-
ers and other consumer appliances
ahead of the festive season, manu-
facturers are hopeful of recording
double-digit growth in sales, led by
premiumisation, replacement
demand, easy financing and
improved consumer sentiment.
The latest price increase, the third
round of revisions this year, has
come ahead of the peak festive sea-
son, with higher costs of copper,
aluminium, steel and crude deriva-
tives, besides rising freight expens-
es and currency fluctuations
prompting companies to raise
prices. The industry, which started
the festive season on a positive note
with strong sales during Onam in
the South, expects the momentum
to continue through Navratri and
Diwali, aided by premiumisation,
replacement demand and easy
availability of consumer financing.
Consumers are increasingly opting
for larger-capacity and feature-rich
appliances, including energy-effi-
cient and smart connected prod-
ucts, which is expected to support
value growth even as higher prices
put some pressure on volumes,
industry executives said. Some
companies believe that it will have
a minimal impact as dealers and
distributors have already stocked

inventory purchased at older
prices through pre-buying schemes
in August and September. When
asked if the industry would record
double-digit growth despite the
price hikes, Haier Appliances India

CEO N S Satish told PTI,
“Definitely. It will.” Haier India
expects 30-35 per cent growth in fes-
tive sales by value, while unit sales
are likely to grow around 20 per
cent, he said. “For us, it will be 30-
35 per cent growth. Industry should
be about 10-15 per cent,” Satish
said, adding that premiumisation
and easy availability of finance
would support demand despite
price increases. According to
Satish, consumers who have

already decided to purchase an
appliance are likely to either opt
for a slightly lower-capacity prod-
uct within their budget or use EMI
financing to upgrade to a premium
model. “The premiumisation story
is happening and with the avail-
ability of easy finance... we will
enable the affordability and premi-
umisation upgradation story,” he
said. Haier has raised prices by
around 5 per cent on room air-con-
ditioners from October 1 and 2-3 per
cent in other product categories
such as LED TV and washing
machine. LG Electronics India Co-
Chief Sales & Marketing Officer
Sanjay Chitkara said the company
is “very optimistic” about the

upcoming festive season, which
begins with Navratri in the second
weekend of October. Pre-festive
inquiries during the Shradh period
have been encouraging, he said,
adding that festivals are increas-
ingly becoming an occasion for new
home purchases and home
upgrades. Consumers are upgrad-
ing not only refrigerators, washing
machines, televisions and air-con-
ditioners, but are also exploring
categories such as dishwashers,
microwave ovens, audio products
and water purifiers, Chitkara said.
Improved affordability following
GST rationalisation, along with
special festive EMI schemes, is
expected to support demand, while
LG’s Essential Series is seeing trac-
tion among first-time consumers in
Tier-2 and Tier-3 markets, he said.
The optimism among manufactur-
ers comes despite recent price
hikes, with companies expecting
premiumisation and replacement
demand to support sales and offset
some impact of higher prices on
volumes. The industry has also
been witnessing healthy demand
across key consumer durable cate-
gories ahead of the festive season.
Sony India Managing Director
Sunil Nayyar expects overall value
growth of around 15-20 per cent
during the festive season.

India's biggest IT services
companies are heading into
the September quarter with
growth still under pressure
as cautious corporate spend-
ing, delayed deal approvals
and slow conversion of new
orders weigh in on revenue.
UnearthInsight expects the
country's five largest IT
firms to post sequential rev-
enue growth of just 0.5% to
1% in the July-September
quarter, broadly in line with
the previous quarter and
highlighting the sector's
slow recovery. Q2 is not
going to be any better than
Q1... because we are not see-
ing any revival in client
budgets or spending,”
UnearthInsight  Founder
and CEO Gaurav Vasu said.
He said geopolitical tensions
were prompting clients to
remain cautious on non-
essential technology spend-
ing, while lengthy approval
processes were pushing
back the timeline for sign-
ing and executing new con-
tracts. Gartner expects the
quarter to be “somewhat
stronger” than the previous
one, mainly as previously
awarded contracts move
into  revenue-generating
phases. However, it said

growth among leading IT
services companies is likely
to remain modest as clients
continue to prioritise pro-
ductivity, cost optimisation
and measurable returns.
The earnings season begins
with Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) on October 8,
followed by HCLTech on
October 12 and Infosys on
October 23. UnearthInsight
expects deal bookings to
remain healthy, but said
converting those wins into
revenue could take longer.
Vasu expects lengthy deci-
sion cycles to persist for the
next 12-18 months. He does
not expect significant
changes to FY27 guidance,
although some companies
could raise the upper end of
their forecasts by around 0.5
percentage point. The

research firm has retained
its FY27 growth estimate of
3-4% for the largest IT com-
panies, with a significant
portion expected to come
from acquisitions rather
than an underlying recov-
ery in demand. The indus-
try has already spent about
$3.6 billion across 14 M&A
deals in FY27, Vasu said.
Margins are likely to
remain under pressure as
companies absorb wage
hikes, invest in Al platforms
and partnerships, and pass
some productivity gains
back to clients through
lower pricing. Gartner
expects margins to remain
broadly stable, with automa-
tion and better utilisation
offsetting Al-related invest-
ments, wage inflation and
pricing concessions.
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Kyiv bridge hit in further Russian drone attack
as German chancellor makes surprise visit

Major bridges in Kyiv have
been hit by Russian drone
strikes for four consecutive
days, as Moscow ramps up
attacks on critical infrastruc-
ture in Ukraine's capital. Two
people were injured when the
Pivnichnyi (Northern)
Bridge was struck on Sunday
morning for the second day in
a row, while the Pivdennyi
(Southern) Bridge was hit
multiple times earlier in the
week. The latest attack came
as German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz made a sur-
prise visit to Kyiv in a show of
support against Russia's con-
tinuing full-scale invasion.
Russia's military said it
would be intensifying strikes
on Kyiv and other Ukrainian
regions. It earlier said it had
hit the two bridges used to
transfer Ukrainian troops.
Video footage of Sunday's
strike, verified by the BBC,
shows cars moving on
Pivnichnyi Bridge as a drone
crashes into it before explod-
ing, creating a ball of fire. A
cloud of black smoke can be
seen rising above the bridge.
Other videos and pictures
have emerged on social media
showing a gaping hole in the
middle of a traffic lane on the
bridge. Kyiv Mayor Vitali
Klitschko said two people
were injured in the latest
Russian attack. He earlier
said that the Pivnichnyi
Bridge's roadway was hit.
Kyiv's eight bridges across
the wide Dnipro River link
the western (right) and east-
ern (left) parts, and many of
the capital's estimated three
million residents rely heavily
on the metro lines and trains
to travel across the city. Some
500,000 vehicles use the
bridges every day. The two

struck bridges are still stand-
ing - but the damage and
restrictions to traffic and pub-
lic transport have caused
gridlock in parts of the capital
at times. "To get from the left
bank to the right one and
back - it's just hell," Kyiv resi-
dent Roman told the BBC on
Sunday. Large numbers of
commuters cross the river,
especially on weekdays.
Repair teams are working to
fix the damage and officials
say they are planning tempo-
rary pontoon bridges, ferry
services and even a tunnel
under the river to keep Kyiv
connected. Klitschko also said
a separate Russian drone
strike had damaged a heating
main, adding that there
would be a temporary lack of
hot water in the north-eastern
Desnyanskyi district as a
result. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenksy said on
Sunday morning Russian
drones had also attacked a
warehouse in the north-east-
ern region of Sumy, Kkilling

one person. Meanwhile, in
the central city of Dnipro, six
people were injured after a
communications facility was
struck, he said. Ukraine's Air
Force said that overnight
Russia had launched 135
drones, including 52 jet-pow-
ered ones. It said that 125 pro-
jectiles had been shot down.
As emergency services
responded to the incidents,
Germany's Merz met
Zelenksy in Kyiv. They laid
wreaths to Ukrainian soldiers
who have been Kkilled in the
war. Merz reaffirmed his
country's support for
Ukraine, writing on X:
"Ukraine is facing decisive
weeks. That is why I travelled
to Kyiv today with the mes-
sage: You can rely on us.
"Germany's security also
depends on the outcome of
this war. That is why we are
helping out of our own self-
interest as well." Zelensky
later said that a new aid pack-
age worth more than 1.3bn
(£1.1bn; $1.5bn) had been

agreed with Germany. "These
are weapons that will help
[us] right now, as well as sup-
port for our energy sector
ahead of winter," he said. As
Merz was visiting Ukraine's
Academy of Sciences building
badly damaged in a Russian
drone attack earlier this
week, fresh air alert sirens
were heard across the city.
Two people were Kkilled in that
drone attack. Since Merz
became chancellor in May
2025, Germany has become
the single largest donor to
Ukraine. He said the country
"needs all our support in the
coming weeks", adding: "If
Russia is not stopped, its war
machine will sooner or later
turn against us." Zelensky
said there would be "impor-
tant agreements" made
between  Ukraine and
Germany. The UKrainian
president has made repeated
appeals for Western allies to
provide more military sup-
port to the country, including
supplying advanced inter-

ceptors that can shoot down
new jet-powered Russian
drones and also ballistic mis-
siles. The Russian defence
ministry said on Sunday it
would intensify its strikes
across Ukraine in response
to comments made by
Zelensky earlier this week,
in which he said Kyiv would
ramp up its attacks on
Russian o0il  refineries.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin had earlier said his
military was carrying out
retaliatory attacks following
Ukraine's strikes on
Moscow's energy facilities,
despite the fact that it was the
Kremlin that had first
launched such attacks. Putin
began a full-scale invasion of
UKkraine in February 2022,
and Moscow currently con-
trols about 20% of Ukrainian
territory. The Russian for-
eign ministry on Saturday
repeated a warning for for-
eign citizens, including diplo-
mats, to leave Kyiv.
Responding to the warning,
EU ambassador Katarina
Mathernova wrote on X on
Sunday: "The EU Delegation
is staying. Threatening us
will not stop Europe's sup-
port for Ukraine. It only
reminds us why that support
matters!" German ambassa-
dor to Ukraine, Boris Ruge,
reacted to Mathernova's post
with: "Amen - we're staying".
Earlier attacks on the
Pivdennyi Bridge prompted
Kyiv's defence council to
hold a crisis meeting on
Friday. Klitschko warned
that the city was now in a
"very dramatic situation" as
Moscow was battering its
"critical infrastructure,
logistics, housing" and other
key facilities.
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Could El Ninno mean there are no

Atlantic hurricanes this year?

For the first time in more
than 30 years, a hurricane
has not formed in the
Atlantic throughout
September - normally the
most active month for hur-
ricane activity. With just
two months left of the
defined hurricane season,
there is an increasing possi-
bility that no hurricanes
will develop at all. This
would make the 2026
Atlantic hurricane season
the only one in the satellite
era without a hurricane.
The biggest reason for this
is E1 Nino, which tradition-
ally stifles activity in the
Atlantic but brings a very
active season in the eastern
North Pacific. The Atlantic
hurricane season was pre-
dicted to be quieter than
normal as a result of this.
With a very strong El Nino
forecast, the US National
Hurricane Center in May
predicted a total of eight to
14 named storms. Of those,
three to six were predicted
to become hurricanes, with
one to three becoming
major hurricanes.
September is typically the
most active month for trop-
ical storm and hurricane
activity. But, this year
marks the latest date on
record since the start of the
satellite era (1960s onward)
where no hurricane has
formed in the North
Atlantic. There were, how-
ever, four named tropical
storms that formed in
September: Edouard, Fay,
Gonzalo and Hanna. All but
Edouard stayed out in the
open waters of the Atlantic.
The National Hurricane
Center suggests there is no
sign of any tropical storm
activity or hurricane over

the next week at least.
Forecasters at Colorado
State University, who also
monitor activity, suggest
the strong El Nino is likely
to disrupt wind patterns
across the Atlantic and
"likely result in below-nor-
mal activity" over the next
two-weeks. As the typical
peak of the season has
passed and is now on a
downward trend until 30
November, a season with-
out a single hurricane is
looking increasingly possi-
ble. In the historical
Atlantic hurricane data-
base, there has not been a
year without a hurricane
recorded since 1914.
However, this was pre-
satellite monitoring so it is
impossible to say with cer-
tainty that none formed.
How does El Nino affect
tropical development?
While El Nino is the natu-
ral warming of the tropical
Pacific, it can disrupt
weather patterns around
the globe. As wind patterns
shift during an El Nino,
upper winds over the
Atlantic increase and this
leads to more wind shear,
where wind changes rapid-
ly with height. Strong
winds blowing at different
speeds and directions at

7

B e G %
higher altitudes rip apart
thunderstorms, preventing
them from growing into
tropical storms or hurri-
canes. Meanwhile, the
Pacific typically becomes
more active during El Nino
because the sea surface
temperatures here are
much higher, combined
with more favourable wind
patterns. The warmer
waters give storms more
energy to grow into tropical
storms and hurricanes.
This year, temperature
records have already been
broken in a key region of
the central-eastern Pacific,
with daily sea surface tem-
peratures now exceeding
the previous record set dur-
ing the very strong El Nino
of 2015. There have so far
been 17 named storms in
the basin including nine
hurricanes, seven of which
were major. In terms of the
amount of energy these
storms have produced -
known as the Accumulated
Cyclone Energy - this sea-
son is around two and half
times more active than nor-
mal at this point. El Nino is
predicted to continue to
strengthen with forecasts
suggesting it will reach its
peak in November or
December.

Australia investigating Flydubai
co-pilot's links to country

Australian authorities are
investigating the links
between the country and a
Flydubai co-pilot who
attempted to take control of
a plane travelling to Israel.
The co-pilot is alleged to
have attacked the captain
with a crash axe during a
flight from Dubai to Tel
Aviv before passengers
managed to overpower him
and successfully take con-
trol of the plane. The
Australian authorities
have not identified the co-
pilot, who has been named
by multiple media outlets
including Reuters, CNN
and The New York Times
as Hamam al-Hammami.
The prosecutor in the UAE
has said it is investigating
the incident and any possi-
ble motives. In a statement

to the BBC, the Australian
Federal Police (AFP) con-
firmed its investigation
into "the man's links to
Australia". The investiga-
tion involves state police
and the country's security
agency, it said, adding that
an update would be "provid-
ed at the appropriate time".
Sources familiar with the
case, who have spoken to
Australian media, have
said the co-pilot was issued
a student visa in 2014, and
studied in  Australia
between 2015 and 2017, until
he left the country. The
Australian Broadcasting
Corporation (ABC) said the
co-pilot's student visa was
cancelled in 2019 as he was
no longer enrolled in a
course, making him ineligi-
ble for it.

WHY CANADA IS PREPARING FOR
A (LONG SHOT) US INVASION

3

Prime  Minister Mark
Carney admitted last week
that he has prepared for a
once-unthinkable scenario -
a US invasion. Noting the
risk was low and the likeli-
hood highly improbable, he
told the New York Times he
had a responsibility to con-
sider all possibilities as the
US-Canada relationship is
redefined under the Donald
Trump presidency. "That's
just risk management,"
Carney said. Trump's global
tariffs and his often-repeated
desire to make Canada the
51st state has led Canada to
war game an attack by the
Americans. In 2025, the US
president said it was "highly
unlikely" that the US would
ever use force against
Canada. Instead he said, he
would continue to exert eco-
nomic pressures to obtain
political aims. "President
Trump has done more than
anyone to protect the great
people of Canada," the White
House told the BBC in a
statement this week.
Military experts who spoke
to the BBC also think an
invasion is a long shot,

pointing to the multiple
ways the two countries work
together on defence. But the
issue is clearly weighing on
Canadians' minds. In
January, after the US cap-
tured Nicolas Maduro in
Venezuela, a Leger poll sug-
gested that over 30% of
Canadians believed that a
US invasion was likely. Why
it is unlikely to happen A
war between Canada and the
US would be complicated
and almost difficult to imag-
ine, said Lt-Gen Christopher
Coates, a former military
officer of 34 years with the
Royal Canadian Air Force
who held various senior
positions. "I was involved in
military operations for my
whole career, and we never

considered the possibility
that there would be a mili-
tary attack coming from US
territory," he told the BBC.
Coates, who had served on
Nato missions, noted that
Canada and the US collabo-
rate on many aspects of mili-
tary defence. They are both
members of the north
Atlantic defence alliance,
which mandates members to
defend a fellow member-
nation should they be
attacked. The two countries
also conduct joint Arctic
defence missions under the
North American Aerospace
Defence Command
(NORAD), and frequently
share intelligence. Because
of this, Coates said he
believes an attack by the US

on Canada would not begin

with an armed assault, but
rather with more discreet
means like cyberwarfare.
Not always the best of
friends After World War II,
Canada and the US became
natural allies for the latter
part of the 20th Century, and
have become heavily inte-
grated economically, mili-
tarily and culturally. But it
wasn't always this way. In
fact, a core tenet of Canada's
identity is its resistance of
US expansionism in the 18th
and 19th Centuries, said Tim
Foran, a researcher with the
Canadian War Museum.
"Fear of the United States is
foundational to the political
project that is Canada," he
said. Canada was formed as
a collection of British North
American colonies who
remained loyal to the British
Crown when the colonies in
the modern-day US rebelled.
Before the formation of
Canada, the US had attempt-
ed to invade British North
American colonies, taking
control of Montreal in 1775
and nearly conquering
Quebec City.

Cornell president says uni-
versity 'must do better' after
frat house rape allegations

Cornell University's presi-
dent says the school "must
do better" after a woman
alleged she was drugged
and raped by a group of
men at a fraternity house.
In an eight-minute video
statement released on
Saturday night, Michael
Kotlikoff described the alle-
gations raised by the
woman, identified as Jane
Doe, as "deeply disturbing".
The alleged incident has
raised questions around
the culture on campus of
drug and alcohol use, and
the way investigations
were conducted in the case,
Kotlikoff said. Jane Doe
was a 20-year-old student at
the university when she
says seven men from its
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Chi Phi fraternity assault-
ed her for hours in an inci-
dent involving alcohol and
the drug ketamine on 19
October 2024. She said she
had reported the incident
two weeks after it hap-
pened to Cornell University
police, which investigated,
but no charges were laid.
Last month, Jane Doe filed
a civil lawsuit against the
Ivy League university, in
which she alleged Cornell
had failed to protect her or
adequately punish the
men involved. Kotlikoff
said Cornell was "commit-
ted to investigating" the
way the case was handled,
and said the school admin-
istration and community
"must do better".

Yemen announces military campaign to reclaim land from Iran-backed Houthis

ETHIOPIAN REBEL FORCES WITHDRAW

FROM TIGRAY REGIONAL

Rebel forces in Ethiopia's
northern Tigray region have
said they have temporarily
withdrawn from the regional
capital, Mekelle, as fighting
with the national army
moves towards the city. The
Tigray People's Liberation
Front (TPLF), which has
been running the region, said
its decision to relocate was
made because of concerns
about risks to civilians. Two
residents in Mekelle told the
BBC that pro-government
forces now control the city
and TPLF forces have aban-
doned it. One resident also
said mobile phone services
appear to have resumed in
parts of the city. Fighting has
erupted in recent weeks
between the TPLF and feder-
al government forces along-
side allied fighters in parts of
Ethiopia's northern regions
of Tigray, Afar and Amhara.

The development marks a
major shift in the conflict and
raises concerns among
observers that the fighting
could further destabilise the
Horn of Africa, potentially
drawing in neighbouring
countries. The UsS
Department of State called for
"restraint”" and "dialogue" on
all sides ahead of a diplomat-
ic meeting about the conflict
in Egypt on Sunday with
leaders from some of

Ethiopia's neighbours. How
fresh fighting in Tigray could
spark wider conflict in
Ethiopia Tigray residents
have been trying to recover
from a devastating two-year
civil war that ended in 2022
when the African Union (AU)
brokered a peace deal, known
as the Pretoria Agreement,
between the two sides.
However, in the last six
months there has been a wors-
ening of relations, with both

CAPITAL

sides accusing each other of
violating the agreement. Last
month, the TPLF joined six
other armed movements,
including the Fano militia
from Ambhara, to form an
alliance whose stated objec-
tive is to remove Ethiopia's
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed's
government from power. The
civil war was one of the most
deadly conflicts this century -
the AU's mediator estimated
some 600,000 people died as
the fighting drove the region
to the precipice of famine. On
Friday, neighbours Ethiopia
and Eritrea severed diplo-
matic relations with each
other after Addis Ababa
accused Asmara of support-
ing a new rebel alliance - an
allegation that it denied.
Ethiopia has also accused
Egypt of supporting the
rebels, leading to the expul-
sion of an Egyptian diplomat.
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ANGEL REESE’S WNBA
GESTURE DRAWS

BACKLASH AS DEWANNA

BONNER INTERVENES

Angel Reese found herself at the cen-
tre of a postgame moment after the
swept

from the
WNBA playoffs. Reese and Allisha
Gray waved goodbye to the Mystics
93-75 win on
September 30, but veteran teammate
DeWanna Bonner stepped in and
pulled their hands down. The
moment drew criticism from some
fans, who called Reese's gesture
“classless”, while others praised
Bonner for showing veteran leader-
ship. The Dream had just reached the
semifinals for the first time since
2018. Angel Reese And Allisha Gray's
Attention The
moment came after Atlanta closed
out its first-round series with a 2-0
sweep. Reese finished Game 2 with 15
points, while Gray led the Dream
with 22 points. As the final seconds
passed, the two players were seen
waving goodbye toward their
Washington opponents. Bonner then
reached over and brought their

Atlanta Dream
Washington Mystics

after Atlanta's

Gesture Draws

leadership.”

hands back down. The reaction was
mostly about sportsmanship rather
the than the result itself. Some fans criti-
cised Reese online, with one calling
the gesture “So mean. Have some
class.” Another said it was “not a  the
very good look.” Bonner received
praise from fans for stepping in, with
ESPN describing the moment as “vet

For Atlanta, the bigger story was
still the playoff win. Jordin Canada
scored 19 points and had 11 assists,
including 13 points in the fourth
quarter, while Gray added 22. The t h e
Dream pulled away late and secured
their first semifinal appearance
since 2018. Their next opponent is the
New York Liberty.
Bonner's Veteran Role Stands Out
For Atlanta Bonner's response added
another layer to the scene. She joined
Atlanta during the season after the
Phoenix Mercury were eliminated
from playoff contention and brought
years of WNBA experience to a team
trying to make a deep run. Her deci-

tion.
Dream now
move into
a best-of-
five semi-
final
series
against

Liberty,
with Game

DeWanna

sion to step in
quickly became
one of the most
discussed
moments from
celebra-
The

1 scheduled

for October 4.
Atlanta entered the
postseason as the No. 4
seed, while New York
became the first No. 8
seed in WNBA history
to eliminate a No. 1
seed after sweeping
the Minnesota Lynx.

Shubman Gill Asked About Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma. His Reply Is A Clear Message For Critics

Virat Kohli scored an
unbeaten century in the
first ODI against West
Indies while Rohit Sharma
slammed on in the second
ODI. The latter even came
close to scoring a ton in the
third ODI but was dis-
missed for a score of 92.
Such has been the perform-
ance from two of Team
India's senior-most players
but there still remains a
debate around their future
in ODI cricket. Why?
Because Kohli is 37 years
old and Rohit 39. However,
when India ODI captain
Shubman Gill was asked
about the duo's performance
against West Indies after
the conclusion of the third
ODI in New Chandigarh on
Saturday, he shut down the
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chatter, highlighting once
again how important both
Kohli and Rohit have been
for the team in the recent
past, and the form they are
carrying at the moment.
For any player, it's quite
important to have the cap-
tain's confidence, and both
Kohli and Rohit seem to
have that. Speaking to
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reporters in the press con-
ference after India's defeat
in the third ODI, Gill said
that he was impressed by
the way Kohli and Rohit bat-
ted in the series. And on
occasions when they weren't
able to deliver, it was nice to
see another veteran like KL,
Rahul stepping up. "They've
been batting, you know,

really well. We have seen
Rohit bhai, I think, in the
last four innings, this is his
third hundred, I think. So,
he has been batting really
well, so is Virat bhai, and
even whenever KL has got
the chance, he's, you know,
done the work for the team.
He's, he's put in that effort
and he's batted brilliantly,"
Gill told the media. There
have been talks of Team
India giving opportunities
to new players, maybe rest-
ing Kohli and Rohit for a
few games. But Gill ruled
out the possibility because
of the scarcity of the num-
ber of matches in ODI
cricket these days. "I hon-
estly think there is not that
much time to experiment,
you know.

All India Football Federation
Elections On December 20

The All India Football
Federation (AIFF) on
Sunday decided to hold its
much-awaited elections on
December 20, bringing an
end to the uncertainty over
the timing of the polls to
elect its new office-bearers
and executive committee.
The decision was taken at
the Special General Body
Meeting (SGBM) of the
national federation here,
which was attended by
members of the AIFF
Executive Committee, rep-
resentatives of member
associations as well as offi-
cials from FIFA and the
Asian Football
Confederation (AFC). The
General Body appointed
Rajeev Sharma, the former
state election commissioner
of Haryana, as the electoral
officer to oversee and con-
duct the election process. It
also resolved to extend the
tenure of the present AIFF
executive committee until
December 30, or until the
newly elected executive
committee assumes office,
whichever is earlier. The
elections are being held

ALL INDIA
FOOTBALL
FEDERATION

against the backdrop of a
period of uncertainty within
the federation, with the
AIFF having been working
towards aligning its gover-
nance structure with its con-
stitution and the require-
ments of the global and con-
tinental governing bodies.
The election will determine
the leadership of the AIFF
for the next term at a crucial
juncture for Indian football,
with the federation oversee-
ing the national teams as
well as the domestic compe-
titions and development
programmes. The presence
of FIFA and AFC officials at
Sunday's meeting assumes

significance as the interna-
tional bodies have closely
followed the federation's
governance and electoral
process. The AIFF had last
held its elections in
September 2022, when
Kalyan Chaubey was elected
president, while
Karnataka's N A Haris
became the senior vice-pres-
ident. The All India Football
Federation (AIFF) on
Sunday decided to hold its
much-awaited elections on
December 20, bringing an
end to the uncertainty over
the timing of the polls to
elect its new office-bearers
and executive committee.

Aman Sehrawat, Sujeet Kalkal Lead India's Best

Asian Games Wrestling

India produced its best Asian
Games wrestling campaign
in more than six decades, fin-
ishing Aichi-Nagoya 2026
with six medals - two gold,
two silver and two bronze -
as Aman Sehrawat and
Sujeet Kalkal emerged as
champions and the country's
grapplers made their pres-
ence felt across freestyle and
Greco-Roman  categories.
The six-medal haul was
India's best at the Asian
Games since Jakarta 1962,
when the country won 12
medals - three gold, six silver
and three bronze, according
to Olympics.com. India's two
gold medals in Aichi-Nagoya
came through Aman in men's
freestyle 57kg and Sujeet in
men's freestyle 65kg, while
Antim Panghal and Nitesh
Siwach  secured silver

medals. Deepak Punia and
Sunil Kumar added bronze

medals. Aman, India's
youngest Olympic medallist,
produced one of the most
impressive performances of
the campaign by defeating
reigning world champion
Han Chong Song of the
Democratic People's
Republic of Korea 11-7 in the
57kg final. The Paris 2024

bronze medallist appeared to
be in control after establish-
ing a 6-1 lead, but Han fought
back strongly to move 7-6
ahead. Aman responded with
a crucial four-point move to
regain the advantage at 10-7
before an unsuccessful chal-
lenge from Han's corner
handed him another point
and effectively sealed the
gold. Han had won both the

Campaign Since 1962

57kg World Championships
and Asian Championships
titles in 2025, making Aman's
victory one of India's signifi-
cant wrestling wins at the
Games. Aman had begun his
campaign with a 20-9 techni-
cal superiority victory over

Japan's Yamato Ogawa
before defeating
Kazakhstan's Nurdanat

Aitanov 12-1 in the quarter-
finals. He then produced a
comeback in the semi-finals
against Tajikistan's Aiaal
Belolyubskii. Trailing 6-2
after the opening period,
Aman turned the contest
around to win 14-8 and book
his place in the final. His gold
was India's second wrestling
title at Aichi-Nagoya after
Sujeet Kalkal had won the
men's freestyle 65kg category
on Friday.

Sophie Cunningham Breaks Silence On A’ja Wilson-
Fan Clash And WNBA Double Standard Controversy

The A'ja Wilson controversy
started late in Game 2 of the
WNBA first-round playoff
series between the Las Vegas
Aces and Indiana Fever on
September  29. Sophie
Cunningham called a foul on
Wilson, and a Fever fan
behind the basket pointed at
Wilson and walked toward
her. Wilson got a technical
foul after an altercation with
a fan. The WNBA later
reviewed the incident and
opted not to suspend or fine
Wilson, determining that she
had remained in the player
escape lane and not entered
the stands. The decision was
controversial, with
Cunningham publicly stating
that Wilson was treated dif-
ferently due to her star power
and calling it a double stan-
dard. Sophie Cunningham
Calls Out Alja Wilson Over
WNBA's Handling Of Fan
Incident Looking at the big-

ger picture of women in sport,
Sophie Cunningham has
recently said that athletes
have long called for equality,
more attention and stronger
support from fans. But she
wondered if that also means
accepting the natural reac-
tions that come with competi-
tive sports. As women's
sports gain more passionate
and traditional sports fans,
she believes athletes can't
expect every interaction with
the opposing fan base to be

100% positive or comfortable.
During a video interview, she
said that criticism is part of
the territory of being a profes-
sional athlete. Fans can ques-
tion a player's performance,
personality, character, or
opinions, and Cunningham
said she's experienced that
firsthand in her career. She
also said that some comments
can cross the line but believes
athletes need to toughen up
and not take every negative
comment as a red line.

Caitlin Clark’s Heated Moment With

VIRAT KOHLI'S REACTIO
HOLDS HIS BRAND'S SHOE

Star India batter Virat Kohli
shared a hilarious moment with a
fan during the third ODI against
West Indies in Mullanpur. It was a
disappointing outing for India as
they failed to complete a clean
sweep of the three-match series,
losing the final ODI by five wick-
ets on Saturday. Batting first,
India posted a formidable 351/7 in
50 overs, thanks to KL, Rahul's bril-
liant 129. However, the bowlers
struggled to contain the visitors as
West Indies captain Shai Hope
smashed an unbeaten 162 to guide
his team to victory with 10 balls to
Despite the defeat, India
secured the series 2-1, making it a
productive campaign ahead of the

spare.

become

2027 ODI World Cup. However, a
video from the match has gone
viral on social media, providing
fans with a light-hearted moment.
In the viral clip, Kohli can be seen
sitting near the dugout while fans
continuously chant his name. One
fan in the stands took off a shoe
from Kohli's One8 brand and held
it up for the star batter to see.
Amused by the gesture, Kohli
looked towards the crowd with a
smile on his face.
unversed, Kohli recently launched
his shoe brand, One8, which has
immensely
among fans. Many supporters
have been spotted wearing the
footwear, which has received posi-

appreciation.

For the

popular

tive reviews and widespread

Talking about the match, Kohli,
who hammered a century in the
first ODI, was clean bowled for
duck by Jayden Seales in the third

game was in control. But being
behind four overs with this dew
and then in the last, I think they
took the game away from us. Had
we not been shortened the overs,
the game might have went to the
last over," said India skipper
Shubman Gill after the match.

aitlin Clark is hit

with a major blow in

the playoffs. Early in
Game 3 against the defend-
ing champion Las Vegas
Aces, the Fever point
guard saw Brianna Turner
moving toward Indiana's
huddle and answered with
her hands. She heard the
whistles right after the
heated moment. Both

players were hit with tech-
nical fouls after a review.
For Clark, it was the sec-
ond in as many games,
and Indiana was playing
to stay alive. Why Caitlin
Clark Got A Technical

Foul Against Brianna

Turner The moment

occurred Thursday in the

first quarter of a win-or-

go-home game in Las
Vegas.

Brianna Turner Draws Technical Foul

match. -

"Lot of boxes ticked. I think there =

are still some areas that definitely

need some fine tuning. I was very recently

happy with the total. I think the launched his ar

shoe brand, Ones,

which has become
immensely popular among
fans. Many supporters have
been spotted wearing the
footwear, which has received
positive reviews and wide-
spread appreciation.

Aryna Sabalenka OQut Of
China Open In Third
Round, Daniil Medvedev
Into Semi-Finals

Aryna Sabalenka was swat-
ted aside in straight sets in
the third round of the China
Open on Sunday, leaving the
women's draw without its
top two seeds, while Daniil
Medvedev went through for
the men. Czech player
Nikola Bartunkova, 20, sent
down four aces to beat the
former world number one 6-
4, 6-3 in one hour and 35 min-
utes. "I focused on myself, to
be calm," 34th-ranked
Bartunkova said. "She's aleg-
end... so I'm really happy that
I won the match," she said of
the four-time Grand Slam
champion. Bartunkova
next faces Austria's Sinja
Kraus in the round of 16.
Second-seeded
Sabalenka squandered
five chances to break
serve in the sixth game
of the first set, with
Bartunkova strong on
defence and firing
deep. The 28-year-old
from Belarus threw
on a cap for the
eighth game of the
first set as the
women switched
between playing

in the shade and the sun, but
it did not turn the tide in her
favour. A frustrated
Sabalenka tossed her rac-
quet at a break down in the
fourth game of the second
set, and lost on the first
match point when she
returned into the net. Top
seed Elena Rybakina - who
replaced Sabalenka as world
number one weeks ago - is
also out, having lost to Alina
Charaeva in the second
round on Saturday. Also on
Sunday, French Open cham-
pion Mirra Andreeva of
Russia set up a fourth-round
match with Ukraine's Daria
Snigur, while Wimbledon
champion Linda Noskova
breezed past Viktorija
Golubic 62, 6-1. Noskova
next faces 28th-ranked
Russian player Ekaterina
Alexandrova.  Medvedev
through to semis In the
men's draw, former world
number one Daniil
Medvedev dispatched
Francisco Cerundolo 7-6
(7/4), 6-3 to set up a semi-final
thriller with either
Alexander Zverev or Novak
Djokovic.
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NTR’s First & Furious Reaction
to the Chuttamalle AI Video

n the last few hours,
I an Al-created

Chuttamalle mor-
phed video has been cir-
culating on social media.
As an example of the
adverse effects of techno-
logical advancements, the
edited clip from the song
portrays Jahnvi in a
derogatory manner and
NTR in an objectionable
way.
The video has been cut in
such a manner, and it is
being widely circulated.
However, many have
reacted with severe out-
rage and are calling for it
to be taken down. NTR
has also shared his reac-
tion, expressing his anger
over the incident.
Taking to X, NTR wrote,
“To the scumbags behind
this morphed
Chuttamalle video, I will
not spare any of you. I
will take every possible
legal action against those

who created it and those
who are spreading it.”
NTR is very serious about
the unnecessary sharing
of the morphed video,
done only for pleasure. He
said Matrudevobhava is
not just a phrase but part
of culture, and urged gov-
ernments to act strongly
and introduce strict regu-
lations against AI misuse.
Earlier, a lot of female
actors were subjected to
deepfake videos and
trolling because of the
morphed pictures. Each
time, the actors urge
everyone to stop spread-
ing them, and some have
initiated legal action too.
In the Chuttamalle case,
those who did it crossed
every line, and it’s simply
unacceptable.
Chuttamalle is a popular
song from NTR and
Jahnvi starrer Devara:
Part 1, directed by
Koratala Siva.
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Kommalapati under the
of Arunachala
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ellakagitham' is a Creations and presented by
movie produced by Mrs. K. Sridevi. Harsh
K r i s h n a Roshan and Nakshatra

acted as the star couple..
The story, screenplay and
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words were given by
Nandu Savirigana for this
movie. This movie is direct-
ed by Ramesh Bandreddy.
The movie, which hit the

Tears came to my eyes when Roshan was
crying on the screen: Bekkam Venugopal

M

screens on October 2, is get-
ting an overwhelming
response. In this back-
ground, the movie team
organized a success meet.

FORMER VICE PRESIDENT VENKAIAH NAIDU GRACES

A\ The second edition of ‘International
Ink Bound 2.0°, organised by Kasturi
Vijaya Publishers, was held grandly
on Saturday evening at Prasad Labs.
The event was organised under the
leadership of Kasturi Vijaya founder
Sudheer Pamireddy.
President
Muppavarapu Venkaiah Naidu,
writer and actor Tanikella Bharani,
and former Rajya Sabha member
Yarlagadda Lakshmi Prasad attend-
ed the event as chief guests. On the

Pamarthi

Former Vice

tions of

‘Avemaina

occasion, Venkaiah Naidu unveiled
the Telugu, Hindi and English edi-
‘Screenplay  Master
Sukumar’, authored by Dr. Praveen
Yajjala and published by Kasturi
Vijaya Publishers. He also launched
Gnapakala?
Marchipovadanika?, authored by
renowned writer Vanguri Chitten
Raj. Along with these books, the pub-
lishers also unveiled ‘Ammamma
Kathala Khajana’, an anthology fea-
turing 48 stories, with the respective

‘INTERNATIONAL INK BOUND 2.0’ AS CHIEF GUEST

authors participating in the launch.
Speaking at the event, Venkaiah
Naidu said, “A book is a treasure
trove of sweet memories. Chitten Raj
has brought many interesting
aspects to light through this book. He
has also reminded us of our tradi-
tions that are gradually being forgot-
ten, including our attire, customs
and language. “Interestingly, our tra-
ditions are being followed more
enthusiastically by Indians living
abroad than by people in India.

MANOJ MANCHU PENS A
HEARTFELT BIRTHDAY
NOTE FOR WIFE MOUNIKA

BHUMA MANCHU

|

ctor Manoj Manchu
took to Instagram to

wish  his  wife
Mounika Bhuma Manchu
on her birthday with an
emotional note, express-
ing his love and gratitude
for her unwavering sup-

port throughout his
toughest times and come-
back journey.

He credited Mounika's
belief in him as a source
of strength and appreciat-
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ed her vision behind
Namasthe World and
AIKYA Dhairya Sena
Samithi, highlighting her
commitment to bringing
people together through
service.

Calling her the heart
behind AIKYA, Manoj cel-
ebrated the beautiful fam-
ily they have built togeth-
er and wished her contin-
ued success in achieving
her dreams.

CULT PRODUCER SKN UNVEILS THE
POSTER OF ‘DHARANI I LOVE YOU’

he poster of the upcoming film

‘Dharani I Love You’ was

grandly unveiled by popular
producer and Cult Producer SKN.
The poster launch event was held in
the presence of the film’s cast and
crew and witnessed a lively atmos-
phere.
Speaking on the occasion, SKN said
that the poster of Dharani I Love You
looks interesting and that the title
itself creates curiosity about the film.
He mentioned that director
Saikrishna K.V. is making his second
film and had earlier worked as an
associate with S.S. Rajamouli on
Magadheera. He conveyed his best
wishes to producer Rajasekhar
Maddikunta and the entire team and
wished the film great success.
Director Saikrishna K.V. said, “I am
extremely happy that the first-look
poster of our Dharani I Love You has
been launched by Cult Producer SKN.
He is a producer known for his excel-
lent timing in the film industry.
Despite being busy with successive
successful films such as Baby and
Chennai Love Story, he took the time
to launch our film’s poster, and I sin-
cerely thank him for that. Many peo-

ple are fans of his entertaining and
well-timed speeches on stage, and I
am one of them.”

The producer, hero, heroine and
other members of the film team
expressed their happiness over hav-
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ing the poster unveiled by SKN. They
said that the film is being made with
the intention of entertaining and con-
necting with audiences and that more
details about the movie will be
announced soon.

ACTOR NAVDEEP
UNVEILS

‘MOHABBAT’ TEASER

he teaser of the

upcoming film

‘Mohabbat’, star-
ring Santosh Raja and
Shreyas Sen in the lead
roles, was unveiled by
popular actor Navdeep
on Friday in Hyderabad.
Produced by Afroz Shaik
under the banner of ABS
Productions and directed
by Mac, the film is set to
hit the screens soon.
The teaser launch event
was attended by hero

Navdeep and director
Karuna Kumar as the
chief guests. Executive
Producer Saleem Shaik,
director Mac, cinematog-
rapher YS Krishna,
writer Kalam, and actors

Eshwar Sai, Manoj,
Satwik, Shreyas Sen,
Santosh Raja, Ajay
Ghosh, Santhoshi,

Durga, and others were
present at the event.
Navdeep officially
unveiled the teaser.

Ala Sendravanka Lyrical Song from

Crazy Kalyanam Released

K Naresh, Anupama Parameswaran, Tharun
Bhascker, and Raj Weds Rambai fame Akhil
Uddemari are playing the lead roles in the
upcoming film Crazy Kalyanam. The movie is
being produced by passionate producer Boosam
Jagan Mohan Reddy as Production No. 2 under the
Yaro Cinemas banner, with Badrapa Gajula

directing the film.

The makers have unveiled the second single, Ala
Sendravanka, from the movie today. Suresh
Bobbili has composed the song with a beautiful
melodic tune, while the lyrics by G. Venkanna add
to its appeal. The song has been melodiously ren-

dered by Anurag Kulkarni.

Ala Sendravanka is a soothing romantic melody
that beautifully captures the charm and elegance
of the female lead. The poetic lyrics celebrate her
beauty through imagery of fragrance, moonlight,
blooming smiles, colourful skies, and nature com-
ing alive in her presence. Anurag Kulkarni’s soul-
ful vocals, combined with Suresh Bobbili’s pleas-
ant composition, make the song an enchanting

musical treat.

Udugula is

Following the superhit
success of Raju Weds
Rambai, producer Venu
presenting
another interesting film
titled Chandrayaan. The

movie features
Shivakumar Dheekonda,
Swapna Priyadarshini,

Ravi Shivateja,
Vamshidhar, Lokesh and
Balagam Satyanarayana
in key roles. Produced by
Praveen Molaka under the
Simba Screen Stories ban-
ner and directed by
Srinath Chandrasekhar,
Chandrayaan is a hilari-
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“Chandrayaan” Is a Meaningful Film with
Commercial Elements: Venu Udugula

ous adventure film that is
gearing up for a grand the-
atrical release on October
30. The film’s glimpse was
unveiled at a grand event
in Hyderabad, with popu-
lar  astrologer  Venu
Swamy attending as the
chief guest.




