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Total pilgrims : 70,496
Tonsures : 29,327
Hundi kanukalu:: 3.95 CR
Laddu sale... 3.77 Lac
Annaprasadam.. 2.28Lac
Present Situation on 24-10-2026:
Waiting Compartments..Outside
line at ATGH

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam
(with out SSD Tokens)...12-15H.

CLASS 12 STUDENT
DIES AFTER FIRE
AT DELHI SCHOOL

New Delhi, Oct 24 : A
Class 12 student died
on Saturday after alleg-
edly pouring an inflam-
mable substance on
herself and setting her-
self on fire at
Sarvodaya Bal/Balika
Vidyalaya in East
Delhi's Krishna Nagar
area, officials said on
Saturday.The incident
triggered panic among
teachers and students
on the school premises,
prompting the authori-
ties to initiate an inves-
tigation into the cir-
cumstances surround-
ing the student's death.

INDIA CONDEMNS
JORDAN CHURCH
ATTACK

Amman/New Delhi,
Oct 24: India on
Saturday strongly con-
demned the attack on
a church in Jordan’s
southern governorate
of Karak, which left
seven people dead and
34 others injured, and
expressed solidarity
with the Jordanian
government and its
people.The shooting
took place during a
funeral in Karak,
according to the
Jordanian Public
Security Directorate,
which reported the
casualties on Friday.

4.5-MAGNITUDE
AFTERSHOCK
HITS TIBET

Tibet, Oct 24: A 4.5-mag-
nitude earthquake struck
Tibet in China on
Saturday morning, two
days after a powerful
earthquake killed at least
16 people and injured 76
in the region. The latest
tremor was an after-
shock of the earlier
earthquake, according to
reports.According to
India's National Centre
for Seismology (NCS),
the aftershock occurred
at a latitude of 31.485
degrees north and a lon-
gitude of 93.528 degrees
east, at a depth of 10
kilometres.

Pollard
named MI

head coach
for IPL 2027
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DONALD TRUMP AGAIN CLAIMS CREDIT
FOR HALTING INDIA-PAK WAR

Washington: US President Donald Trump
once again claimed that he stopped the
four-day military conflict between India
and Pakistan by threatening both coun-
tries with steep tariffs while addressing a
midterm election rally in Florida.

WORLD | PAGE

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION
SUES TO BLOCK
CERTIFICATION OF UPCOM:-
ING ALASKA ELECTION

for El Nino impact

Uttam says pending projects worsened El Nino impact

HYDERABAD = (TSIT):

Telangana Irrigation
Minister N Uttam Kumar
Reddy on Saturday,
October 24, blamed the
alleged failures and
irregularities in irriga-
tion sector during the
previous BRS regime for
exacerbating the impact
of El Nino on the state’s
people.“Had the BRS gov-
ernment completed the
Pranahita Chevella,
SLBC and other projects,
the impact of El Nino
would have been much
less severe.

The previous BRS gov-
ernment is responsible
for Telangana people suf-
fering more due to El
Nino and drought condi-
tions. Had they used the
loans secured properly,
the adverse effects of El
Nino would have been
less on people,” he told

reporters.

He took exception to
BRS leaders visiting the
Medigadda barrage of
the Kaleshwaram project
and alleging that the
Congress government is
allowing the water to
flow out of the barrage.

According to Reddy,
the Medigadda barrage
“collapsed” during BRS
regime.The National
Dam Safety Authority

Cong gears up for
polls in 5 states

NEW DELHI = (TSIT):

The Congress party has gone
into poll mode ahead of the
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Goa, Manipur and
Uttarakhand. The party has
appointed chairpersons for
its election War Rooms in
the five states, with the
appointments taking imme-
diate effect. According to a
press release issued on
Saturday, the proposal for
the appointments
was approved by
Congress
President
Mallikarjun
Kharge to oversee
the party’s elec-
tion War Room
operations in the
respective states.

The appoint-
ments include
Sachin Yadav for Uttar
Pradesh, Kannan
Gopinathan for Punjab,
Imroz Khan for Goa,
Biswaranjan Mohanty for
Manipur and Krishan
Satrod for Uttarakhand.

The party said the
appointments had been
approved with immediate
effect as part of its prepara-
tions for the forthcoming
Assembly elections.
Election War Rooms play a
key role in coordinating
campaign-related activities,
managing communication,

monitoring political devel-
opments and facilitating
coordination among party
units during elections.

The appointments are
expected to support the
Congress’ organisational
and campaign preparations
in the five states as it works
to strengthen coordination
and election management
ahead of the upcoming
Assembly polls.The
announcement was made
through an official press

release dated
October 24.
Meanwhile, All
India  Congress
Committee General
Secretary, K.C.
Venugopal earlier
on Friday said the
party held high-lev-
el meetings with
senior leaders from
Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana to intensify mobili-
sation for the INDIA Bloc’s
mega rally against alleged
'Vote Chori' scheduled for
November 1 in New Delhi.

In a post on X, Venugopal
said that he, along with
Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, met AICC
in-charge for Uttar Pradesh
Rajendra Pal Gautam, UP
PCC President Aradhana
Misra Mona and other
senior leaders from the
state to discuss strategies
for building large-scale par-
ticipation in the rally.

(NDSA) had identified
deficiencies in its design
and construction.

“The Congress govern-
ment is sincerely making
efforts for the rehabilita-
tion of the three belea-

guered Dbarrages of
Kaleshwaram —
Medigadda, Annaram

and Sundilla - without
any political motives, by
involving international
experts,” he said.

RAINS FLOOD 100
HOUSES AT TN
REFUGEE CAMP

DINDIGUL: Following
heavy rains on Friday
night, more than 100
houses at the Sri
Lankan Tamils refu-
gee camp in
Puliyampatti in this
district were inundat-
ed.District Collector S
Durga Moorthy visited
the site and assessed
the damage firsthand.
More than 100 fami-
lies residing at the Sri
Lankan Tamil refugee
camp faced severe
hardship after persis-
tent rains flooded
their residential area,
as reported by
Videos.

5 KILLED IN AP
CONSTRUCTION
SITE FIRE

PINAKOTA (AP): 5 people
were killed in a fire at a
road construction site in
Alluri Sitaramaraju district
on Saturday while a pick-
up truck was being refu-
elled, a police official said.
Superintendent of Police
Amit Bardar said the inci-
dent occurred at Pinakota
village in Anantagiri man-
dal, where workers trans-
port diesel in drums to
refuel vehicles as the site
is around 100 km away.
The workers may not
have taken adequate pre-
cautions while filling the
truck's tank, and a spark
could have triggered the
fire, he said.

Trump warns of new strikes on Iran

WASHINGTON = (TSIT):

US President Donald
Trump has warned that
American forces could
launch another round of
military strikes against
Iran if Tehran fails to
reach an agreement with
Washington, signalling
that further military
action remains an option
despite his claims that
Iran has already suffered a
decisive defeat. Speaking

Trump told supporters.

at a Republican campaign
rally in Fort Myers,
Florida, Trump suggested
that the United States
could repeat elements of
its military campaign
against Iran if diplomatic
efforts failed to produce an

If they are smart, they will just
say, let's get down to business,"

agreement.

"We may do another lit-
tle Epic Fury, or theyll
agree. The remarks came
as the President sought to
portray the military cam-
paign as successful while
keeping pressure on

Tehran to accept an agree-
ment that would prevent it
from developing nuclear
weapons.Trump referred
to two American military
operations against Iran,

Operation Midnight
Hammer and Operation
Epic Fury.

, claiming they had
destroyed the country's
nuclear enrichment capa-
bilities and severely weak-
ened its military and econ-
omy.

“KCR and Company
destroyed Telangana
irrigation sector. Have
they provided one crore
of ayacut? Have they pro-
vided in Palamuru Ranga
Reddy? Sitarama Sagar?
Why they have not com-
pleted SLBC project?
Why did Kaleshwaram
collapse?” he asked.

The highest ever paddy
cultivation and procure-
ment in the country was

recorded during the
incumbent  Congress
regime in Telangana

though the Medigadda,
Annaram and Sundilla
barrages of had not been
in use, he claimed.
Uttam Kumar Reddy
had said in July that the
state government is tar-
geting completion of
rehabilitation works of
the barrages of the
Kaleshwaram project by
July-August next year.
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MEENAKSHI
PICKS A
SLEEK NAVY
GOWN LOOK
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Uttam blames BRS Congplans

‘vote theft’
mega rally

NEW DELHI = (TSIT)

All India  Congress
Committee General
Secretary KC Venugopal
on Friday said the party
held high-level meetings
with senior leaders from
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana
to intensify mobilisation
for the INDIA bloc’s mega
rally against “Vote Chori”
scheduled for November 1
in New Delhi.

In a post on X, Venugopal
said that he, along with
Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, met AICC in-
charge for Uttar Pradesh
Rajendra Pal Gautam, UP
PCC president Aradhana
Misra ‘Mona’ and other
senior leaders from the state
to discuss strategies for
building large-scale partici-
pation in the rally.

A separate meeting was
also held with AICC in-
charge Sanjay Dutt, Haryana
PCC president Rao Narender

VENUGOPAL
MEETS UP,
HARYANA LEADERS

Congress general sec-
retary K.C. Venugopal,
party leaders
Deepender Singh
Hooda and Randeep
Singh Surjewala,
among others, attend a
meeting to discuss
preparations for the
INDIA Bloc mega rally
scheduled for
November 1 against
alleged vote chori, in
New Delhi, on Friday.

Singh and senior leaders
from Haryana to strengthen
organisational efforts in that
state, he said.

Venugopal described the
November 1 event at
Ramleela Maidan as the cul-
mination of a massive ‘Delhi
Chalo’ march that would
converge in the national cap-
ital on the same day.

SCAN FOR

E-PAPER

CM Naidu
slams
Jagan over
Andhra’s
image

AMRAVATHI = (TSIT)

Andhra Pradesh

Chief Minister

N a r a
Chandrababu

Naidu on
Saturday

launched a

scathing attack

on YSRCP presi-

dent Y.S. Jagan

Mohan Reddy, accusing him of
"damaging" the brand image
of the state and alleging that
he lacks political, moral and
family values.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, CM Naidu expressed seri-
ous concern over "deliberate
attempts to damage" the pres-
tigeand brand image of Andhra
Pradesh. "Jagan Mohan Reddy
speaks an incomprehensible
language and is consistently
working with the sole agenda
of claiming that law and order
has collapsed in the state, pure-
ly to demand President’s Rule
and extract political mileage,"
he alleged.
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THE HUMAN CHAIN FORMED AT TANK BUND IN PROTEST AGAINST THE SIR OF ELECTORAL ROLLS, IN HYDERABAD ON SATURDAY....

Tank Bund links hands in call for
Gyanesh Kumar’s resignation

Hyderabad: Members of civil
society groups gathered in
large numbers at Tank Bund
on Saturday, October 24, to
form a human chain demand-
ing the rollback of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls and the resigna-
tion of Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar.

The protesters raised slogans

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and Home Minister Amit
Shah. The participants includ-
ed prominent personalities and
activists such as Prof.
Haragopal, economist Parakala
Prabhakar, MLC Kodandram
and retired IAS officer Akunuri
Murali.

The protest was organised by
People Against SIR, a coalition
of several civil society and stu-

National Alliance of People’s
Movements (NAPM), PDSU,
and several civil society and
student groups co-organised
the event, the organisers said
in a release.

Economist Parakala
Prabhakar said the govern-
ment has denotified Jantar
Mantar as a protest site but
wherever objections to SIR are
expressed in the country it

you trying to denotify every
town in this country? Are you
trying to denotify every person
in the country?” he said to
reporters. He demanded scrap-
ping SIR, “restoring eligible
voters”, disbanding the
Election Commission and that
the selection committee of
Election Commissioners
should comprise the Prime
Minister, Leader of Opposition

against SIR, CEC Kumar, dent

organisations.SFI,

becomes Jantar Mantar. “Are

and the Chief Justice of India.

HYDERABAD: Two ten-
ant farmers, Mohan
Sagar and Venkatesh
Sagar, allegedly set fire
to their paddy crop
spread across approxi-
mately 20 acres in
Mandoddi village of
Waddepally mandal in
Jogulamba Gadwal dis-
trict, reportedly after
failing to receive irriga-
tion water from the
Rajolibanda Diversion
Scheme (RDS).

The farmers said they
had invested heavily in
seeds, fertilisers, pesti-
cides and labour after
leasing the land for
paddy cultivation.
However, the crop
began to wither due to
the lack of irrigation
water during a crucial
stage of cultivation,
leaving them facing

HYDERABAD
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2026

2

info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

Tenant farmers
burn paddy crop
over irrigation
water shortage

substantial financial
losses.The farmers
alleged that the negli-
gence of officials and
the failure of elected
representatives to
address the water short-
age had contributed to
their distress. They said
timely intervention and
proper water distribu-
tion could have helped
save the crop.

The incident has
highlighted concerns
among local cultivators
over the availability
and distribution of RDS
irrigation water.
Farmers in the area
have urged the govern-
ment to assess the dam-
age through a field-level
survey and provide ade-
quate compensation to
the affected tenant
farmers.

HYDRAA to expand
Krishna Kanth Park
lake into 12-acre
water body

Hyderabad: Hyderabad Disaster Response and
Asset  Protection Agency (HYDRAA)
Commissioner A V Ranganath on Saturday,
October 24, inaugurated the expansion work for
the lake within Krishna Kanth Park in the
Jubilee Hills constituency.The Commissioner
initiated the development project after perform-
ing special prayers. Previously, a 27-acre lake
existed at this site. However, over time, the area
was developed into the current-day park, with
the lake being reduced to merely three acres.

IG Chandrasekhar Reddy
focuses on police station
performance, pending cases

Toopram (TSIT) : Multi-Zone-I
Inspector General of Police
(IG) Chandrasekhar Reddy
has directed police officials to
expedite investigations and
ensure timely justice for vic-
tims. He was speaking during
his annual inspection of the
Toopran Sub-Divisional
Police Office in Medak dis-
trict, where he reviewed the
progress of various cases, the
performance of police person-
nel and the maintenance of
office records.

Medak District
Superintendent of Police D.V.
Srinivasa Rao welcomed the
IG by presenting him with a
plant. After receiving the cer-
emonial guard of honour,
Chandrasekhar Reddy plant-
ed a Miyazaki variety mango
sapling on the office premises.

During the inspection, the
IG examined official records,
crime registers, pending
cases, ongoing investigations
and cases at various stages of
trial in courts. He stressed the
need for thorough investiga-
tions into serious offences and
POCSO cases, directing offi-
cials to collect strong evidence
to ensure that the accused are
punished in accordance with
the law. He also instructed
police personnel to strictly fol-
low prescribed procedures in
every case.Regarding cases
registered under the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
the IG directed officials to
coordinate with the con-
cerned departments to ensure
that eligible victims receive
government compensation
without delay.

He instructed officials to
appoint dedicated personnel
to continuously monitor the
functioning of the Inter-
Operable Criminal Justice
System (ICJS). He also empha-
sised the proper implementa-
tion of the e-Sakshya system

and on-site FIR registration,
warning against negligence in
these matters. Charge sheets
must be filed within the pre-
scribed time limits, depend-
ing on the nature of each case,
he said.

To prevent thefts and other
criminal activities, the IG
called for strengthening night
patrols, intensifying vehicle
checks and keeping a close
watch on the movements of
suspected persons. He further
directed officials to identify
accused persons against
whom non-bailable warrants
are pending and take neces-
sary steps to produce them
before the courts.

The IG instructed Deputy
Superintendents of Police
(DSPs) to inspect at least two
police stations every month
and review staff performance,
investigation progress and
the disposal of pending cases.

He also directed police offi-
cials to implement the 58S sys-
tem in police offices and main-
tain records in an orderly
manner. Strict action must be
taken against the illegal trans-
portation and sale of ganja,
while continuous surveil-
lance should be maintained
over rowdy-sheeters and indi-
viduals involved in anti-social
activities.Chandrasekhar
Reddy further stressed the
need to create public aware-
ness about cybercrimes and
traffic regulations. He encour-
aged officials to promote the
installation of CCTV cameras
in villages to strengthen sur-
veillance and improve public
safety.Emphasising the
importance of public securi-
ty and the maintenance of
law and order, the IG called
upon police officials to
remain vigilant and work in
coordination to deliver more
efficient and effective servic-
es to the public.

Collector reviews progress of National
Highway 163G works in Warangal

Warangal, October 24
(TSIT): District Collector
Dr. Satya Sharada held a
review meeting with offi-
cials of the concerned
departments at the
District Collectorate on

Saturday to assess the
progress of works related
to National Highway
163G.

During the meeting, she
discussed the current sta-
tus of the highway works,

coordination among vari-
ous departments and
challenges encountered
in implementing the proj-
ects. She instructed offi-
cials to take the neces-
sary measures to expe-
dite the works. District
Forest Officer Nikhitha,
Additional Collector
(Revenue) L. Kishore
Kumar, DRO
Vijayalakshmi, Warangal
RDO Suma, Narsampet
RDO Umarani and offi-
cials from the concerned
departments participated
in the review meeting.

TELANGANA FARMER
ALLEGES POLICE BRU-
TALITY IN SIDDIPET

Hyderabad: A farmer in
Gajwel, Siddipet, was
allegedly assaulted by a
sub-inspector on Friday,
October 23, when he
approached the police to
file a complaint regarding
a land dispute with his
brother.The farmer,
Bheemari Ravi, a resident
of Giripalli village, had an
argument with his broth-
er over the use of water
from a borewell located on
his agricultural land.
During the dispute, Ravi’s
relatives allegedly
attacked him, leaving him
with minor injuries.
Following the attack, resi-
dents reportedly shifted
him to the Gajwel
Government Hospital for
treatment. Later, Ravi
went to the Gajwel Police
Station to file a complaint
against those who had
allegedly attacked him.
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Hyderabad, October 24:
Telangana Chief Secretary
Sanjay Jaju on Saturday
directed officials to accord
top priority to securing
funds due to the State
under Centrally Sponsored
Schemes (CSS) and com-
plete the necessary proce-
dures on a war footing.
Chairing a review meeting
at the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Telangana State
Secretariat, he reviewed
scheme implementation,
onboarding processes,
expenditure reporting and
closure of Single Nodal
Agency (SNA) accounts.

Jaju instructed depart-
ments to work in close
coordination, resolve
pending issues immediate-
ly and ensure full utilisa-
tion of funds available

under Central schemes. He
stressed that administra-
tive procedures required
for the release of funds
must be completed without
delay.

The review covered agri-
culture, Panchayat Raj,
rural development, educa-
tion, scholarships, Home,
rural water supply, hous-
ing, municipal administra-
tion, urban development,
transport, animal hus-
bandry and fisheries,
among other sectors.

Officials briefed the Chief
Secretary on funds receiv-
able from the Centre, pend-
ing formalities, expendi-
ture entries and SNA
account closures.

In accordance with Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy’s directions, Jaju
asked all departmental sec-
retaries to personally
review outstanding issues
and closely monitor prog-
ress through the CM
Review mechanism and
the Chief Minister’s

Telangana

Dashboard.

He instructed officials to
coordinate with the addi-
tional secretaries con-
cerned in the Union gov-
ernment to resolve pend-
ing matters. Wherever
necessary, Demi-Official
letters would be issued
from his office to facilitate
action, he said. The Chief
Secretary also said he
would directly engage with
the Union government sec-
retaries concerned in New
Delhi to pursue the release
of funds due to Telangana.

Central assistance would
further strengthen devel-
opment and welfare pro-
grammes across the State,
he said, urging every
department to act respon-
sibly and prevent delays in
securing funds.

HARISH RAO
SEEKS AEE EXAM
POSTPONEMENT

Hyderabad: Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) leader T
Harish Rao on Saturday,
October 24, urged Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy to
postpone the Telangana

Public Service
Commission’s  (TGPSC)
Assistant Executive

Engineer (AEE) examina-
tion, saying it clashed with
the Staff  Selection
Commission’s Junior
Engineer (JE) test and that
thousands of engineering
aspirants would have to give
up one of the two. In a letter
to the Chief Minister, which
he also posted on X, Rao said
the AEE (Civil) exam for the
Roads and Buildings
Department was set for
November 6. The SSC JE
exam is being held from
November 2 to 6. According
to the TGPSC’s schedule, the
AEE (Civil) exam will be
held on November 6 and 7.

Warangal Police Commissionerate
Destroys Seized Ganja

Warangal, October 24,
TSIT: As per the direc-
tions of the Director of
the Telangana Anti-
Narcotics Bureau, the
Drug Disposal Committee
destroyed 967.864 kg of
ganja seized in connec-
tion with 106 cases regis-
tered at various police

stations under the
Warangal Police
Commissionerate. The

seized ganja, valued at

approximately Rs.
4,83,93,200 (Rs. 4.83 crore),
was destroyed in accor-
dance with the prescribed
procedures.

The destruction pro-
cess was carried out
today under the supervi-
sion of East Zone DCP
Ankit Kumar, Chairman
of the Drug Disposal
Committee, at the incin-
eration plant operated by
Kakatiya Medicline

Services on the outskirts
of Ammavaripet village
in Hanumakonda man-
dal.

DCP Ankit Kumar stat-
ed that the Warangal
Police Commissionerate
was continuously taking
measures to curb drug
trafficking and consump-
tion. He said that strict
legal action was being
taken against those
involved in the illegal
trafficking of narcotic
substances and that the
police department was
working towards build-
ing a drug-free society.
Additional DCP
(Administration) Rayala
Prabhakar Rao, CCRB
ACP David Raju, and
other police officers and
personnel participated in
the programme.

Sangareddy, October 24
(TSIT): Telangana Chief
Secretary Sanjay Jaju has
directed district collectors
and police superinten-
dents to ensure the effec-
tive implementation of the
Central Government's PM
Rahat Scheme to save the
lives of road accident vic-
tims. He emphasised that
all concerned departments

must work in close coordi-
nation to provide timely

Ensure effective implementation
of PM Rahat scheme: Chief
Secretary Sanjay Jaju

medical assistance imme-
diately after accidents and
prevent loss of life.
Speaking through a video
conference from his office
in Hyderabad on Saturday,
the Chief Secretary
reviewed the implementa-
tion of the PM Rahat
Scheme, medical services
being provided to road
accident victims and the
responsibilities of various
departments.

Khammam (TSIT): The
impact of Super El Nino
could lead to drought-
like conditions in the
coming months, requir-
ing collective efforts to
conserve water and pro-
tect available resources,
Deputy Chief Minister
MalluBhattiVikramarka
said. He urged people to
prioritise drinking water
needs of humans and
livestock over the next 10
months. Around 40 per
cent of the 44,000 tanks in
Telangana have less than
a quarter of their storage

capacity filled, he said.
He was speaking to the
media at Kodumuru vil-
lage after touring
Chintakani mandal in
Khammam district on
Saturday.

Despite a sharp rise in
power demand, the State
is ensuring uninterrupt-
ed electricity supply, the
Deputy Chief Minister
said. Peak power
demand, which stood at
6,648 MW in 2014, rose to
15,497 MW in 2023 and
has now crossed 20,000
MW. Daily electricity

Collective Effort Needed to Tackle
Super El Nino Impact

consumption has
increased from 245 mil-
lion units in October last
year to 335 million units
at present. He said 680
new substations had
been sanctioned under
the Discoms, of which
177 had been completed.
The government is pro-
viding free electricity up
to 200 units a month to 53
lakh families and has
paid 5,000 crore to
Discoms towards the
scheme so far.

Of the nearly 30 lakh
agricultural pump sets
in the State, around 15
lakh have been affected
by declining groundwa-
ter levels, he said.
Farmers should not
operate motors when
groundwater is unavail-
able and should remove
auto-starters fitted to
pump sets to prevent
damage to motors and
transformers.

Waive farmers' debts; provide Rs.25,000 aid
BSP leader Ravinder Goud

per family:

Husnabad, October 24:
While the state govern-
ment—anticipating
drought-like conditions
due to the El Nino effect—
advises the public to con-
serve electricity and
water, it must also focus
on resolving the financial
hardships faced by farm-
ers, demanded
Pachimatla Ravinder
Goud, the BSP in-charge
for Husnabad constituen-
cy. He urged the state
government to waive not

only agricultural loans
but also housing loans,
educational loans for
children and other debts,
taking into account the
severe financial distress
farmers are enduring.
Ravinder Goud point-
ed out that although the
government encourages
farmers to cultivate
alternative crops, the
monkey menace has
become a major issue on
the ground. Farmers are
effectively forced to stick

to paddy cultivation
because alternative
crops would likely be
destroyed by monkeys.
He added that farmers
are suffering because the
government has failed to
devise a comprehensive
action plan to tackle the
monkey problem.

He recalled that, on
behalf of the BSP, he had
previously brought the
issue to the attention of
Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar, requesting
an allocation of Rs.10
crore to address the
monkey menace in
Husnabad constituency.
Criticising the lack of
significant progress
even after three years,
he demanded perma-
nent solutions to cap-
ture the animals, curb
the nuisance and protect
crops.
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PEDDI SWAPNA MEETS MLC POLL IN-CHARGE

Warangal, October 24, TSIT:
Peddi Swapna Sudarshan Reddy,
former Zilla Parishad Floor
Leader of Warangal district, paid
a courtesy visit on Saturday to
MLC Pochampally Srinivas
Reddy, Deputy Floor Leader of
the Legislative Council, at his

Narsampet Assembly
constituency for the
upcoming Warangal-
Khammam-Nalgonda
Graduate MLC elec-
tions. During the
meeting, they dis-
cussed the voter regis-

office.Pochampally Srinivas Reddy has tration process related to the upcoming
been appointed as the in-charge for the Graduate MLC elections.
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Chandrababu Meets Amit Shah,

Vij ayawada/ Vishakapatnam
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Ashwini Vaishnaw in New Delhi

Visakhapatnam, TSIT.
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah dur-
ing his visit to New Delhi
on Saturday. The Chief
Minister subsequently
met Union Minister for

Railways and Information
Technology Ashwini
Vaishnaw and discussed
various development ini-
tiatives proposed for
Andhra Pradesh.

During the meeting,
Chandrababu Naidu dis-
cussed the progress and

development of railway
projects being undertak-
en in the State. The two
leaders also deliberated
on the Centre’s support
for the proposed semicon-
ductor project in Andhra
Pradesh and the develop-
ment of infrastructure for

artificial intelligence.
The discussions focused
on strengthening the
State’s railway network,
promoting semiconductor
manufacturing and
expanding  Al-related
infrastructure with the
support of the Central

Government.
The meetings formed
part of the Chief

Minister’s efforts to coor-
dinate with the Union
Government on key infra-
structure and technology
initiatives in Andhra
Pradesh.

Tirupati District Collector Dr. S. Venkateswar, Joint Collector R. Govinda Rao
and other officials inspected the nomination receiving centre set up at the
Collectorate.

Visakhapatnam Police Organise Open
House on Weapons and Policing

Visakhapatnam, TSIT.
As part of Police Martyrs’
Remembrance Week-2026,
the Visakhapatnam City
Police organised Open
House programmes featur-
ing weapons and equip-
ment demonstrations at all
police stations across the
city and at the Armed
Reserve Police Parade
Grounds, under the direc-
tions of City Police
Commissioner Dr.
Shankhabrata Bagchi, IPS.
The programme aimed to
create awareness among
students about the func-
tioning of the police depart-
ment, the weapons and
equipment used in their
daily duties, and the role of
specialised units in main-
taining law and order.

Special stalls were set up
by the Dog Squad, Bomb

Detection Squad,
Communications Wing,
Fingerprints Unit and

Clues Team to explain their
functions and demonstrate
the technology and tech-
niques used in police opera-
tions. Students from vari-
ous schools and colleges
visited the exhibitions and
gained first-hand knowl-

APCPDCL Reviews Cyclone

edge of police procedures
and responsibilities. Police
personnel also explained
the methods used to control
unruly crowds during riots
and other law-and-order
situations. As part of the
demonstration, they
showed how tear gas is
deployed using a Vajra
vehicle, helping students
understand the measures
adopted by the police to dis-
perse crowds and maintain
public order.

The visiting students
interacted with police per-
sonnel and learned about

the weapons, technical
equipment and specialised
services used by the depart-
ment. Teachers accompa-
nying the students appreci-
ated the initiative, stating
that the Open House pro-
gramme provided valuable
practical knowledge about
policing and public safety.
They expressed their grati-
tude to Police
Commissioner Dr.
Shankhabrata Bagchi for
organising the awareness
programme as part of
Police Martyrs’
Remembrance Week-2026.

Ketan Garg Inspects Election
Arrangements in Aganampudi Zone

Visakhapatnam, TSIT
GVMC Commissioner and
Additional Election Authority
Ketan Garg has directed offi-
cials to ensure comprehensive
arrangements at polling sta-
tions, distribution centres and
strong rooms to facilitate the
smooth conduct of the GVMC
Second Ordinary Elections-2026
without inconvenience to poll-
ing personnel or voters.

On Saturday, Ketan Garg,
accompanied by GVMC
Additional Commissioner P.
Nallanayya, inspected the elec-
tion arrangements in
Aganampudi Zone. He visited
the election material distribu-
tion centre, strong rooms and
polling stations 6 and 7 set up at
the Zilla Parishad High School
in Pinamadaka, under Ward
102, and reviewed the facilities.

The Commissioner instruct-
ed officials to work in close
coordination to prevent any dif-
ficulties during the election
process. He directed the
Returning Officers to ensure
that all essential facilities were
provided at distribution cen-
tres, strong rooms and polling
stations, enabling election per-

sonnel to discharge their duties
efficiently and voters to exer-
cise their franchise without
inconvenience.

He reviewed arrangements
relating to electricity, sanita-
tion, drinking water, route
maps and directional sign-
boards at polling stations. He
stressed the need for advance
planning to ensure the smooth
distribution of election materi-
als and directed officials to pro-

GVMC Commissioner Reviews Poll

vide tight security at strong
rooms.

Ketan Garg emphasised that
all basic amenities must be
made available to voters visit-
ing polling stations and warned
officials against negligence in
performing election duties. He
called upon officials from all
departments to work in coordi-
nation to ensure that the elec-
toral process was conducted
peacefully, transparently and

efficiently.Zonal Commissioner
Manisha Tripathi, Returning
Officers Nageswara Rao and
Muralidhar, Superintending
Engineer Pallam Raju,
Assistant Medical Officer Dr.
Kiran Kumar, Executive
Engineer Sekhar, Deputy
Executive Engineer Narayana,
Town Planning Officer Prasad,
APD Durga Prasad, and other
election officials and staff par-
ticipated in the inspection.

GVMC Commissioner

Preparedness, Directs
Officials to Ensure
Uninterrupted Power Supply

Vijayawada, TSIT : Andhra

Pradesh Central Power
Distribution Corporation
Limited Chairman and

Managing Director P. Pullareddy
has directed officials to remain
on high alert and take all precau-
tionary measures to ensure
uninterrupted power supply and
public safety in view of the
cyclone warning issued by the
Andhra Pradesh State Disaster
Management Authority.
Pullareddy conducted a review
meeting with Superintending
Engineers from all districts
under APCPDCL to assess pre-
paredness in view of the possi-
bility of strong winds and heavy
rainfall due to a low-pressure
area over the east-central and
southeastern Bay of Bengal.
During the meeting, he
instructed officials to be pre-
pared for possible damage to
electrical poles and power lines.
He stressed the need to keep ade-
quate manpower, vehicles,
repair equipment and other
essential resources ready to
restore power supply promptly
in the event of disruptions. The

CMD directed field-level staff to
remain available round the
clock and asked officials to close-
ly monitor the situation and
coordinate effectively to respond
to emergencies. Control rooms
have been established at all cir-
cle and division levels to coordi-
nate emergency response and
power restoration activities.

He also instructed that no elec-
tricity employee should avail
leave during the impending
cyclone to ensure the availabili-
ty of sufficient staff for emer-
gency duties and the mainte-
nance of essential services.
Emphasising public safety,
Pullareddy directed officials to
create awareness among con-
sumers not to touch fallen elec-
trical wires under any circum-
stances. He called for immediate
action on reports of electrical
hazards and power interrup-
tions. The CMD urged all offi-
cials and staff to work in close
coordination to minimise power
disruptions, safeguard the pub-
lic and restore electricity supply
at the earliest in areas affected
by the cyclone.

Arrangements, Stresses Vigilance in
Distribution of Election Material

Visakhapatnam, TSIT.
Greater Visakhapatnam
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner and Additional
Election Authority Ketan Garg
has directed officials to remain
vigilant during the distribu-
tion of election material and
ensure foolproof arrange-
ments at polling stations for
the smooth conduct of the
Second Ordinary
Elections-2026. Ketan Garg,
accompanied by Special
Officer Padmalatha and
Additional = Commissioner
P.M. Satyaveni, inspected the
strong rooms, election materi-
al distribution centres, help
desks, police security arrange-
ments and bus parking facili-
ties set up at the Technical

Engineering College in
Madhurawada Zone on
Saturday.

During the inspection, he
instructed officials to ensure
that election personnel faced
no inconvenience and that
drinking water, food and other
basic amenities were provid-
ed. He directed them to arrange
breakfast between 5.30 am and
6 am for staff reporting for
duty at 7 am. Signboards
should be installed to clearly
identify distribution centres,
help desks and bus parking
areas. In view of the forecast of
rain, he instructed officials to
erect waterproof tents and
ensure that ballot boxes were
clearly labelled with the
respective zone name, ward
number and polling station

number. Bus routes should be
finalised in advance to trans-
port polling personnel on time,
while the mechanical and
engineering departments
should coordinate to ensure
smooth bus allocation, park-
ing and movement.

The Commissioner also
directed officials to continu-
ously monitor election

arrangements through the
City Operations Centre and
resolve any issues immediate-
ly. Later, he inspected a poll-
ing station at an Anganwadi
centre in RH Colony and
instructed officials to provide
drinking water, signboards
and other essential facilities.
Special arrangements should
be made to enable elderly vot-
ers and persons with disabili-
ties to exercise their franchise
without difficulty. He also dis-
tributed chocolates and bis-

cuits to children at the centre.

During his subsequent visit
to the Chandrampalem polling
station, Garg reviewed the
arrangements and directed
officials to deploy additional
police personnel in sensitive
areas to ensure adequate secu-
rity. He asked police and elec-
tion officials to work in close
coordination to conduct the
elections peacefully and trans-
parently, stressing that all
arrangements should be com-
pleted in advance without any
negligence.

Zonal Commissioner Ippi
Naidu, Returning Officers
Adinarayana and
Umamaheswara Rao,
Madhurawada Superintending
Engineer Shanti Raju, ACP
Goud, AMOH Ravi, engineer-
ing officials and other election
personnel participated in the
inspection.

Visakhapatnam, TSIT.
GVMC Commissioner
and Additional Election
Authority Ketan Garg
has directed election
officials to ensure all
necessary arrangements
are in place at polling
stations to provide a
smooth and hassle-free
voting experience dur-
ing the GVMC Second
Ordinarey
Elections-2026. On
Saturday, Ketan Garg,
accompanied by North
Zonal Special Officer K.
Gnanaveni and GVMC
Additional
Commissioner P.
Nallanayya, inspected
the polling stations set
up at Gnanakethan
School for Wards 49 and
53 in the North Zone.
During the inspection,
he said five polling sta-
tions had been arranged
for Ward 49 and three

Inspects Polling Stations
in North Zone

for Ward 53 at the school.
He instructed officials to
provide essential facili-
ties, including barri-
cades, drinking water,
electricity, tents and
directional signboards,
to ensure voters do not
face any inconvenience.
The Commissioner also
directed officials to
transport the required
polling materials to the
stations within the stip-
ulated time to ensure
the smooth conduct of
the election process.
Emphasising the
importance of cleanli-
ness at polling locations,
he instructed GVMC
Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Krishna Raju to
arrange dustbins at poll-
ing stations and ensure
that polling personnel
do not indiscriminately
dispose of food waste in
the surrounding areas.




www.thesouthindiatimes.com

Gollector Dr. Privanka Ala Along with Minister Ponnam
Distributes Housing Pattas to 223 Beneficiaries

Hyderabad, TSIT:
Hyderabad District
Collector Dr.Priyanka

Ala, along with Transport
and BC Welfare Minister
and Hyderabad District
In-charge Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar, dis-
tributed two-bedroom
housing pattas to 223 ben-
eficiaries at the District
Collectorate on Saturday.

Karwan MLA Kausar
Mohiuddin and
Bahadurpura MLA
Mohammed Mubeen par-

ticipated in the pro-
gramme.

Addressing the benefi-
ciaries, Minister

Prabhakar said the gov-
ernment was committed
to providing houses to eli-
gible poor families
through a transparent
selection process.
Eligibility alone would
determine selection, irre-
spective of political affili-
ation, caste or religion, he
asserted.

The Minister said the

government planned to
provide 3,500 Indiramma
houses per Assembly con-
stituency in the first
phase and another 2,000
in the second phase, tak-
ing the total to 5,500 hous-
es per constituency.
Emphasising the impor-
tance of housing near

South/Telangana

employment centres, he
said the government was
taking steps to construct
Indiramma apartments
closer to beneficiaries’
workplaces. Houses locat-
ed far from livelihood
opportunities had caused
difficulties for families in
the past, he noted.

Prabhakar highlighted
welfare measures, includ-
ing fine rice distribution,
ration cards, free electric-
ity up to 200 units for eli-
gible households, free
RTC bus travel for women
and enhanced Aarogyasri
coverage. He urged eligi-
ble families without

ration cards to apply.

During the programme,
identification cards and
certificates were also dis-
tributed to orphaned chil-
dren through the Women
and Child Welfare
Department. The Minister
reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to the
welfare of vulnerable chil-
dren and persons with dis-
abilities. Referring to con-
cerns over El Nifo,
Prabhakar appealed to
residents to conserve
water and electricity, pre-
vent wastage and con-
struct rainwater harvest-
ing pits wherever feasible.
He requested public repre-
sentatives and officials to
organise awareness pro-
grammes on resource con-
servation. District
Revenue Officer Dr.
Narayana, RDOs Sairam
and Ramakrishna,
Housing Project Director
Kalyan Chakravarthy,
tahsildars and beneficia-
ries attended.
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Resolve forest houndary disputes and speed up land
resurvey works: CCLA Lokesh Kumar

Suryapet, October 24
(TSIT): Chief
Commissioner of Land
Administration and
Revenue Department
Secretary Lokesh Kumar
directed officials to
resolve forest boundary
disputes and expedite
land resurvey works. He
instructed Revenue and
Forest Department offi-
cials to work in coordina-
tion and continuously
monitor survey activi-
ties at the field level.

During a video confer-
ence on Saturday, Lokesh
Kumar reviewed the
progress of land resur-
vey, formation of survey
teams and resolution of
forest boundary disputes.
District Collector Tejas
Nand Lal Pawar partici-
pated from the video con-

ference hall at the
Suryapet Integrated
Collectorate.

Lokesh Kumar

instructed officials to
inform concerned farm-
ers before commencing
resurvey operations.

Farmers residing in
other areas must also be
informed in advance
about the dates sched-
uled for surveying their
lands to ensure their par-
ticipation in the process.
He emphasised that field-
level registers must be
maintained properly and
all survey-related details
recorded regularly.

The Chief
Commissioner directed
Revenue and Forest
Department officials to
inspect forest boundary
disputes at the field level
andresolve them through
mutual coordination. He
also instructed officials
to constitute the neces-
sary survey teams and

continuously monitor
staff performance to
ensure smooth conduct
of resurvey operations.
Lokesh Kumar stated
that the government
would provide an ade-
quate number of addi-
tional rover equipment
required for resurvey
operations. He also
announced that a dedi-
cated portal for resurvey
activities would be intro-
duced on the lines of the
Bhu Bharati portal. He
instructed officials to
make effective use of
available staff and tech-
nical equipment and
complete survey works
efficiently within the
stipulated time.

Delhi trip for Class 10 toppers, Minister

to bear all expenses: Collector

Nalgonda: District Collector
has
announced that students of
the Komatireddy Prateek
Primary and High School in
Bottuguda, Nalgonda, who
secure top ranks in their
Class 10 examinations, will be
taken on a trip to Delhi, with
all expenses covered by the
Minister for Roads, Buildings
Cinematography,
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy.
The Minister will bear the
costs of air travel, other inci-
dental expenses and even

B. Chandrashekhar

and

Government

interacted directly

Class 7 students, inquiring
about their studies and any
challenges they face; the stu-

shopping, while also provid-
ing an opportunity for stu-
dents to visit prominent tour-
ist attractions in Delhi.

On Saturday, the Collector
conducted a surprise visit to
the Komatireddy Prateek
School
Bottuguda to assess students'
learning capabilities,
demic standards and the
school's infrastructure. He

in

aca-

with students to

dents said their teachers are
teaching them well.Later,
while visiting the Class 10
classroom, he encouraged
study hard,
achieve high marks and set
ambitious goals. He posed
questions on topics related to

'reflection' and 'non-reflec-
tion' and observed how stu-
explained
answers on the blackboard.
He instructed school princi-
pal Suresh Kumar to identify
students in Classes 8, 9 and
10 who are lagging academi-
cally and conduct special
classes for them, advising
that specific goals be set and
instruction tailored to help
them achieve better results.

dents

Students' examination
answer scripts were
reviewed.

their

advocates’

Mahesh Kumar Goud Stresses Advocates’

Protection and Welfare

Hyderabad TSIT: TPCC
president and MLC Mahesh
Kumar Goud said the govern-
ment was giving priority to
protection and
welfare and would discuss
their concerns with Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy in
November. Addressing the
TPCC Legal Cell executive
committee meeting at Indira
Bhavan in Gandhi Bhavan,
Goud said the legal profes-
sion was highly respected but
involved several challenges.
He noted that many advo-
cates had made significant
contributions to politics and

recalled that he, too, had once
aspired to become a lawyer.
The meeting was chaired
by Legal
Ashok Goud. AICC secretary
Sachin Sawant, former MP
Madhu Yashki Goud, MLAs
Madhusudhan Reddy and
Nayini Rajender Reddy, for-

mer MLA Eeravathri Anil
and graduate MLC candidate
Sama Rammohan Reddy were
among those present.

Goud said the government
had brought in an Advocate
Protection Act, describing
the initiative as unprecedent-
ed in the country. He stressed

Cell chairman

the need to address advo-
cates’ problems, enhance sti-
pends and strengthen welfare
measures. A special meeting
with the Chief Minister in
November would focus on
these concerns and the steps
required to resolve them, he
said.

Mancherial Viswanatha temple
to be rebuilt with Rs.10 crore

Mancherial, Oct. 24 (TSIT):
The long-pending aspiration of
the people of Mancherial to see
the historic Viswanatha tem-
ple in the town rebuilt on a
grand scale is set to be fulfilled,
with reconstruction and devel-
opment works being taken up
at an estimated cost of Rs.10
crore. The project is being
undertaken with the special
initiative of Mancherial MLA
Kokkirala Prem Sagar Rao,
with the objective of develop-
ing the temple into a promi-
nent spiritual destination.
Endowments Commissioner
Hanumantha Rao, District
Collector Kumar Deepak,
Mancherial RDO Srinivas and
Municipal Corporation Mayor
Darne Madhukar visited the
temple, offered prayers and
inspected the ongoing recon-

struction works. Officials said
the first phase of the recon-
struction would be taken up
with an allocation of Rs.5
crore.

The officials later inspected
the ongoing development
works at the Godavari
Pushkaram ghat on College
Road. With the Godavari
Pushkarams scheduled to be
held in 2027, reconstruction
and development works are
also being undertaken at the
Viswanatha temple in
Mancherial and the Sri
Satyanarayana Swamy temple
at Gudem. The State govern-
ment is expected to make nec-
essary arrangements to pro-
vide improved facilities to
devotees visiting the temples
and the river ghats during the
Pushkarams.

Free coaching for police job
aspirants: Narayanpet SP

Narayanpet, October 24
(TSIT): Narayanpet
District SP Dr. G.
Vineeth inaugurated a

free coaching pro-
gramme for Sub-
Inspector (SI) and
Constable aspirants at
the Lions Club in
Narayanpet on
Saturday.

A total of 130 candi-
dates were selected on
merit from among 413
applicants who
appeared for the quali-
fying examination. The
selected candidates will
receive free accommo-

dation, quality coach-
ing from experienced
faculty, study materials
and physical fitness
training.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the SP said the
initiative aims to sup-
port talented youth
from economically
weaker backgrounds
who cannot afford pri-
vate coaching. He urged
candidates to attend
classes regularly, main-
tain discipline, prepare
thoroughly for written
examinations and prac-
tise consistently for

physical tests.

He warned that indis-
cipline and violations
of programme rules
could lead to removal
from the training pro-
gramme. He expressed
confidence that the can-
didates would make the
best use of the opportu-
nity and bring pride to
their families and
Narayanpet district.
DSPs Mahesh, Nallapu
Lingayya and Kajal,
along with police offi-
cers and the selected
candidates, attended
the programme.

Resolve Forest Boundary
Disputes and Expedite Land
Resurvey: Lokesh Kumar

MuluguTSIT:
Commissioner of Land
Administration and
Revenue Department
Secretary Lokesh Kumar
directed officials to resolve
forest boundary disputes
and expedite land resurvey
works. He instructed offi-
cials from the Revenue and
Forest Departments to work
in coordination and moni-

tor the progress of work at
the field level. During a
video conference held on
Saturday, he reviewed the
progress of land resurvey
operations, formation of
teams, forest boundary dis-
putes, and other related
issues.District Collector
Borkhade Hemant

Sahadevrao attended the
video conference from the
conference hall at the
Mulugu Integrated
Collectorate.Speaking on
the occasion, Lokesh Kumar
instructed officials to form
the necessary teams to
ensure the smooth imple-
mentation of resurvey oper-
ations and continuously
monitor their progress.

He directed officials from
the concerned departments
to inspect forest boundary
disputes at the field level
and take necessary steps to
resolve them.He empha-
sized that farmers must be
informed before the com-
mencement of resurvey
operations.

GITAM Inaugurates Rotaract Club Leadership Team

Hyderabad: GITAM Deemed
to be University, Hyderabad,
inaugurated the Rotaract Club's
2026-27 term, reaffirming its
commitment to fostering stu-
dent leadership, community ser-
vice, and social responsibility.
The ceremony marked the for-
mal beginning of a new chapter
for the club, bringing together
students, faculty, and distin-
guished guests in a celebration
of service and leadership. The
ceremony commenced with the
traditional lighting of the cere-
monial lamp by Chief Guest Dr.
G. S. S. Prakash, District
Rotaract Chair, and Guest of
Honour Rotarian J. Yogeshwar
Reddy, along with other distin-
guished Rotary and Rotaract
dignitaries. The lighting of the
lamp, a symbolic gesture rooted
in tradition, set a solemn and
inspiring tone for the proceed-

ment activities.

Supported by the Rotary Club

ings, signifying the dispelling of
darkness and the ushering in of
knowledge and service.

The event marked the induc-
tion of new members and the
formal installation of the club's
leadership team, followed by
board pinning and the unveiling
of the annual year plan. These
milestones signified the begin-
ning of a new chapter of student-
led initiatives focused on com-
munity engagement, service,
and leadership development.
The board pinning ceremony
formally entrusted the newly
installed office bearers with
their responsibilities, while the
unveiling of the year plan out-
lined the club's roadmap for the
coming term, detailing planned
service projects, outreach pro-
grams, and leadership develop-

of Iris Hyderabad,

Club at GITAM Hyderabad aims
to provide students with mean-
ingful opportunities to develop
leadership skills, engage in com-

the Rotaract

munity-oriented initiatives, and
contribute positively to society.
Guided by the Rotary motto,
"Service Above Self," the club
seeks to inspire a spirit of volun-

teerism, teamwork, and social
responsibility among students.
Through its various initiatives,
the club hopes to cultivate a cul-
ture of active citizenship and
encourage students to become
agents of positive change in
their communities.

The ceremony was attended
by DVVSR Varma, Resident
Director, and Ambika Philip,
Director — Hospitality & Campus
Life, along with other distin-
guished guests and members of
the Rotary and Rotaract frater-
nity. Their presence under-
scored the university's strong
support for the Rotaract Club
and its recognition of the impor-
tant role such organizations
play in shaping well-rounded,
socially conscious graduates.

The inauguration marked the
beginning of a promising year for
the newly installed leadership

team, with a renewed focus on
empowering students to become
responsible leaders and active con-
tributors to society. With a clear
vision for the year ahead, the lead-
ership team is expected to build on
the club's existing strengths while
introducing fresh ideas and initia-
tives that align with the Rotaract
movement's broader goals of ser-
vice and fellowship.The Rotaract
Club at GITAM Hyderabad contin-
ues to serve as a vital platform for
students to develop essential leader-
ship and organizational skills, build
lasting relationships, and make
meaningful contributions to the
community. As the new term gets
underway, the club stands poised to
carry forward its legacy of service
while embracing new opportunities
for growth and impact, further
strengthening GITAM's commit-
ment to holistic education that
extends beyond the classroom.

Collector
stresses
prompt care
for accident
victims

Nagarkurnool: District
Collector Hemanta Keshav
Patil has directed officials
to expedite the registra-
tion of eligible hospitals
under the PM-RAHAT
scheme and create wide-
spread awareness to
ensure timely, cashless
medical treatment for road
accident victims. On
Saturday, following a
video conference conduct-
ed by Chief Secretary
Sanjay Jaju from
Hyderabad, the Collector
held a review meeting
with officials at the
Collectorate and stressed
the need for coordination
among the Medical and
Health, Police, Transport,
and Roads and Buildings
departments. The
Collector directed officials
to identify 40 hospitals in
the district for treatment
under the scheme and
complete the necessary
approvals and online reg-
istration through the
National  Informatics
Centre (NIC). He said eli-
gible road accident victims
could receive cashless
treatment up to Rs.1.50
lakh under PM-RAHAT,
subject to applicable guide-
lines. He instructed offi-
cials to ensure that victims
were shifted to the nearest
empanelled hospitals with-
out delay and emphasised
prompt FIR registration
and compliance with the
applicable reporting time-
lines. He also called for
awareness campaigns,
particularly in accident-
prone areas, and strict
monitoring to prevent mis-
use of the scheme.
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BharathCloud, Tatarstan IT
Park sign AI, cloud MoU

BENGALURU :
BharathCloud, an Indian
sovereign Al cloud service
provider, has signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with

the High-Technology
Technopark IT-Park in
Kazan, Republic of

Tatarstan, Russia, to pro-
mote collaboration in artifi-
cial intelligence (AI), cloud
infrastructure, investment
and cross-border business
partnerships.

The MoU was signed at
the second Russia-India
Business Forum, “TIME:
Russia-India Mutual
Efficiency Business Forum
2026”, which brought
together businesses and
industry representatives to
explore opportunities for
cooperation in technology
and digital infrastructure.

The agreement provides a
framework for the two
organisations to explore

joint ventures, facilitate
business partnerships and
identify opportunities for
digital infrastructure col-
laboration. The initiative
also aims to develop tai-
lored AI and cloud infra-
structure solutions for busi-
nesses across sectors and of
different sizes.

Rahul Takkallapally, co-
founder of BharathCloud,
was invited by the

Congress seeks police action over alleged
'sting operation’ targeting Siddaramaiah

Bengaluru The
Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee

(KPCC) has approached
senior police officials seek-
ing action over an alleged
sting operation involving
Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and other
Congress leaders.

In a complaint, KPCC
General Secretary S.
Manohar wrote to
Siddaramayya, IPS, the
Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP),
and the Director General
and Inspector General of
Police (DG&IGP),
Karnataka, requesting
appropriate action in con-
nection with the matter.

The representation refers
to the alleged “sting opera-
tion” and raises concerns
over the circumstances sur-

rounding its conduct. It also
mentions the possibility of
violations of legal provi-
sions and seeks scrutiny of
the matter by the police.

The Congress has urged
the authorities to examine
the issue and take appropri-
ate action in accordance
with the law.

Government of the Republic
of Tatarstan to participate
in the forum’s “IT Bridge:
Technologies Connecting
Russia and India” session,
which focused on opportu-
nities for bilateral coopera-
tion in AI and cloud tech-
nologies.Under the MoU,
the organisations will
explore ways to connect
businesses in India and
Tatarstan, support compa-

Karnataka

nies operating within the
IT-Park ecosystem and
organise industry events,
training programmes,
workshops and business
delegations to facilitate
knowledge exchange.

The framework also pro-
vides for discussions on
infrastructure support,
expert assistance and joint
projects. BharathCloud has
proposed the concept of
“cloud embassies” to
strengthen cross-border
digital infrastructure.

“Businesses looking
beyond their home markets
need access to the right Al
and cloud ecosystem and
local business networks.
This MoU provides a plat-
form to engage with part-
ners in Tatarstan, identify
areas of mutual interest and
explore future opportuni-
ties for Indian and Russian
technology companies,”
Takkallapally said.
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NU Hospitals Unveils Three Initiatives
to Strengthen Patient-Centric Care

Bengaluru: NU
Hospitals, a specialty
healthcare provider in

urology, kidney care, fer-
tility, and kidney trans-
plantation, on Friday
unveiled three initiatives
aimed at enhancing
patient care through
advanced technology and
digital services. The
announcements mark a
significant step in the hos-
pital group's ongoing
efforts to combine cutting-
edge medical innovation
with patient-focused ser-
vice delivery.

The initiatives include
the AMS EDGE Robotic
Surgical System, the NU
mobile application, and
The Link 2024-26, an annu-
al publication document-
ing the hospital group's
achievements and institu-
tional journey. Together,
they represent the institu-
tion's commitment to
advancing clinical excel-
lence, improving patient

convenience, and celebrat-
ing its organizational
milestones.

Actor, director, and tele-
vision presenter Ramesh
Aravind, who attended the
launch as the chief guest,
said technology must go
hand in hand with com-
passion to bring meaning-
ful change to people's
lives. He commended NU
Hospitals for taking con-
crete steps toward inte-
grating technological
advancements with
patient-focused health-
care, noting that the bal-
ance between innovation
and empathy is what truly
transforms the patient
experience.

Dubai Property Expo Opens Investment
Opportunities for Bengaluru Buyers

BENGALURU
Bengaluru residents inter-
ested in investing in over-
seas real estate can explore
residential properties in
Dubai at a two-day property
expo organised by Siddhi
Enterprises at Taj MG Road
on October 24 and 25.

The expo brings prospec-
tive buyers, real estate
advisers and representa-
tives of leading Dubai prop-
erty developers under one
roof, offering visitors an
opportunity to understand
the market and identify
properties suited to their
budgets and long-term
financial goals.

With Dubai attracting
interest from Indian inves-
tors looking to diversify
their property portfolios,

the event features informa-
tion on residential apart-
ments, ongoing develop-
ments, payment plans and
potential rental income.
Visitors can also interact
with property experts
through personalised con-
sultations to understand
available projects, locations

and investment require-
ments before making a deci-
sion.Siddhi Enterprises,
which operates in
Bengaluru and Dubai, is
offering a Fly-In Programme
to facilitate visits to short-
listed properties. The initia-
tive allows prospective buy-
ers to visit developments,

interact with developers
and assess locations before
committing to a purchase.
Himanshu Gupta, CEO
of Siddhi Enterprises, said
the company aims to make
international property
investment more accessi-
ble through transparent
guidance and personalised
assistance.The expo seeks
to help Indian buyers bet-
ter understand the oppor-
tunities and consider-
ations associated with
purchasing property over-
seas. While potential
returns may include rent-
al income and long-term
appreciation, these
depend on market condi-
tions, property selection,
associated costs and other
investment risks.

Advanced Robotic
Surgery
The AMS EDGE Robotic

Surgical System features
high-definition 3D visual-
ization with more than
10-fold magnification, a
four-arm robotic platform,
Al-assisted imaging, and
indocyanine green fluores-
cence technology. The sys-
tem is designed to help
surgeons perform complex
procedures with enhanced
visualization, precision,
and instrument control. It
also incorporates technol-
ogy intended to support
telesurgery, opening pos-
sibilities for remote surgi-
cal assistance in the
future.

Compared with conven-
tional open and laparo-
scopic procedures, robot-
assisted surgery can offer
greater flexibility and pre-
cision in suitable cases,
potentially reducing blood
loss, post-operative dis-
comfort, and hospital
stays, while supporting
faster recovery. These
benefits can significantly
improve patient outcomes
and overall surgical expe-
riences.

NU Hospitals Managing
Director and Senior
Consultant  Paediatric
Urologist Dr. Prasanna
Venkatesh M.K. said pro-
viding advanced specialty
healthcare with patients
at the center remained the
institution's foremost pri-
ority. The adoption of
robotic surgical technolo-
gy would complement the
expertise of its medical
teams and further enhance
the quality of treatment,
he said.

Brand World Summit South to
Return for Second Edition in
Chennai on November 26

CHENNAI ET
BrandEquity.com, the mar-
keting and advertising plat-
form of The Economic
Times, will host the second
edition of Brand World
Summit South at Taj
Wellington Mews, Chennai,
on November 26, 2026.
Sponsored by Samsung
Ads, the summit will bring
together marketing profes-
sionals and industry lead-
ers to discuss emerging
trends shaping brand
growth across South India.

The event is expected to
feature more than 400 mar-
keters, 50-plus speakers and
over 20 sessions, bringing
together chief marketing
officers, brand custodians,
founders, advertising agen-
cy executives and media

leaders from Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana.

The inaugural edition
attracted more than 400
attendees and featured repre-
sentatives from established
brands, including Nalli,
Thangamayil Jewellers,
Preethi Appliances, Cholayil
and SLN Coffee. South India,
with its diverse languages,
consumer preferences and
business ecosystems, pres-
ents distinctive opportuni-
ties for brands. While tradi-
tional family-owned busi-
nesses continue to draw on
generations of consumer
trust, digital-first startups in
Bengaluru, Chennai and
Hyderabad are building
brands with national ambi-
tions.

Three seriously injured in cylinder
explosion at Bengaluru warehouse

Bengaluru: A cooking
gas cylinder explosion
at a warehouse in
Rajarajeshwari Nagar
left three people, includ-
ing a nine-year-old boy,
seriously injured on
Friday morning. The
injured include Bablu,
originally from Bihar,
and Lakshmamma, who
lives in a neighbouring
house.

The three victims
were taken to a private
hospital for treatment.
Fire and police person-
nel visited the scene and
began examining the
circumstances sur-
rounding the incident.

Bablu, who has report-
edly lived in Bengaluru
for around 20 years, had
rented a separate ware-
house to support his
pani puri business.

Preliminary informa-
tion suggests that gas
may have leaked from a

cylinder inside the
premises during the
night.

The leaked gas is sus-
pected to have accumu-
lated inside the closed
warehouse. When Bablu
arrived in the morning
and opened the door, an
explosion occurred,
causing serious injuries
to him and the two oth-
ers. Emergency person-
nel rushed to the loca-
tion after the incident
and brought the result-

ing fire under control.

KPSC scam: Shivakumar approves
IAS officer’s prosecution

Bengaluru: Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar has
approved prosecution of IAS
officer Gyanendra Kumar
Gangwar in the alleged ques-
tion paper leak case involv-
ing the Karnataka Public
Service Commission’s
recruitment examination for
veterinary officers. The
development comes as the
CID’s Special Investigation
Team and the Enforcement
Directorate continue their
separate investigations into
the alleged recruitment irreg-
ularities and financial trans-
actions.

In a statement posted on X,
Shivakumar said the govern-
ment would not tolerate cor-
ruption or any act that jeop-
ardised the future of young
people. He reiterated the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
transparency and integrity in

public recruitment, stating
that corruption affecting the
credibility of the selection
process would not be accept-
ed.The ED’s investigation
allegedly revealed that the
examination question paper,
complete with answers, was
leaked one day before the
test. Gangwar, who was
reportedly the examination
controller at the time, is
accused of abusing his offi-
cial position and handing
over the confidential paper to
prime accused Basavaraj
Kannale. According to the
allegations, Kannale and his
associates arranged for

selected candidates to stay at
a resort outside Bengaluru,
where they could study the
leaked questions and answers
before appearing for the
examination. The accused
allegedly organised transport
to ensure the candidates
reached their examination
centres the next day without
delay.

The alleged price for secur-
ing recruitment was initially
fixed at approximately Rs 80
lakh per candidate. Following
negotiations, the amount was
reportedly reduced to Rs 30
lakh to Rs 40 lakh.
Investigators said advance
payments were allegedly
received in cash and through
bank transfers, while signed
blank cheques and promisso-
ry notes were collected to
secure the outstanding
amounts.

Bihar man dies after car drags him for
100 metres in Bengaluru

Bengaluru: A 25-year-old
man from Bihar died after
a car allegedly hit him and
dragged him for nearly 100
metres following an alter-
cation over speeding in
Pragathinagar, within the
Electronic City police sta-
tion limits, around mid-
night on October 21.

The deceased, Ranjit
Kumar Sahu, worked as a
cook at a paying guest
accommodation in BTM
Layout. He was initially
admitted to a private hos-
pital in Madiwala with
serious injuries but suc-
cumbed during treatment,
police said.According to a
complaint filed by his
friend Nitish Mukhiya,
Sahu had come to
Electronic City to celebrate
the Dasara festival. After
celebrating with friends,

he was walking with them
towards the house of the
complainant’s brother in
Pragathinagar, where they
planned to stay overnight.
While crossing the road,
they noticed a white Swift
Dzire approaching at high
speed. Sahu allegedly sig-
nalled the driver to slow
down, which reportedly
angered the occupants of
the car. The vehicle went
ahead before allegedly tak-
ing a U-turn, after which
its occupants attacked the
group, according to the
complaint. Nitish reported-
ly alerted other friends,

who arrived at the spot. An
argument then broke out
between the two groups.
The car occupants alleged-
ly attempted to run their
vehicle into the group.
While some friends man-
aged to move aside, the car
hit Sahu, ran over his legs
and dragged him for
around 100 metres before
leaving him on the middle
of the Hosur service road.
The accused allegedly fled
from the scene. Sahu suf-
fered multiple serious inju-
ries, including to his head,
chest and right leg.
Despite medical treat-
ment, he died. Electronic
City police have registered
a case against unidentified
persons based on the com-
plaint and launched an
investigation to identify
those involved.

Rotary launches polio awareness
drive in Bengaluru

Bengaluru : Rotary District
3191 organised a series of
awareness programmes
across Bengaluru and neigh-
bouring regions on World
Polio Day on Friday, high-
lighting the importance of
vaccination and the global
mission to eradicate polio.
The campaign featured a
bike rally, a walkathon, a
cycle rally and educational
programmes for schoolchil-
dren, with participants call-
ing for sustained efforts to
ensure that every child
receives life-saving polio vac-
cine. Around 40 bikers took
part in a rally from Town Hall
to Ramanagara, carrying the
message “End Polio Now”. A
walkathon from Town Hall to
Lalbagh attracted nearly 600
participants, including school

and college students and
Rotary members. Another 50
cyclists participated in a cycle
rally to spread awareness
about polio eradication.
Speaking on the occasion,
Aravind Naidu, chair of the

Rotary District PolioPlus
Committee, said the fight
against polio would continue
until the disease was com-
pletely eradicated.

“Ensuring that every child
receives the polio vaccine and

creating public awareness are
our primary objectives.
Rotary remains committed to
permanently  eliminating
polio from the world,” he said.

Rotary International and
its global partners have been
working towards polio eradi-
cation for more than four
decades. Their efforts have
reduced polio cases world-
wide by 99.9 per cent.
However, wild poliovirus
remains endemic in
Afghanistan and Pakistan,
underlining the need for con-
tinued vaccination and sur-
veillance. Rotary
International has contribut-
ed more than $2.6 billion
towards global polio eradica-
tion and helped immunise
over three billion children in
122 countries.

Complaint alleges fake certificates in
Karnataka MVI promotion process

Bengaluru : The promotion
process for Motor Vehicle
Inspector posts in
Karnataka’s Transport
Department has come under
scrutiny following allega-
tions that employees submit-
ted forged educational and
work-experience certificates
to obtain promotions. Social
activist Parashurama Neel
Nayak has reportedly
approached the Governor,
Chief  Secretary and
Transport Commissioner
with a complaint supported
by documents.

The complaint states that
12 Motor Vehicle Inspector
posts are available under the
in-service quota and that 46
existing employees have
applied. Under the eligibility
rules cited in the complaint,

candidates should have com-
pleted a regular diploma or
engineering course in
mechanical or automobile
engineering before entering
government service.
Employees pursuing the
qualification after joining
service are reportedly
required to take three years
of leave to complete their

studies.

The complainant
alleges that some
Group C and Group
D employees have
claimed to possess
evening-college qual-
ifications without
fulfilling the pre-
scribed conditions.
The complaint also
questions the
authenticity of expe-
rience certificates allegedly
submitted by applicants to
establish employment in pri-
vate industries or factories, a
requirement said to apply to

evening-college students.
Another allegation con-
cerns the non-submission of
departmental no-objection
certificates to educational
institutions. The complaint

claims that certain employ-
ees kept these documents
from their colleges while pur-
suing qualifications used to
support their promotion
applications.

Senior officials have also
been accused of changing eli-
gibility conditions in ways
that allegedly favoured the
applicants. The complaint
refers to an increase in the
maximum age limit from 50
to 55 years and a change to
the rule requiring three years
of service after obtaining a
diploma.

It further raises suspicions
of large financial transac-
tions linked to the posts,
though no independently
verified evidence of such
dealings was provided in the
report.
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Tamil Nadu to stop accepting physical
pension applications from November

Tamil Nadu

CHENNAI In a signifi-
cant administrative
reform aimed at modern-
izing the pension dis-
bursement process, the
Tamil Nadu Treasuries
and Accounts Department
has issued a directive
mandating that all pen-
sion applications be sub-
mitted exclusively
through the online pen-
sion and provident fund
authorisation system
starting from November.
According to a report
published in Daily
Thanthi, a formal circu-
lar to this effect has been
issued to all regional
joint directors, pay and
accounts officers, trea-
sury officers, and sub-
treasury officers across
the state, instructing
them to ensure strict
adherence to the new pro-
cedure.

The circular highlights
a long-standing problem
that has plagued the pen-
sion processing system:
the acceptance of pension
applications in physical,
paper form. This prac-
tice, according to the

department, has led to
notable discrepancies
between applications
submitted online and
those received directly in
paper form. Such mis-
matches have created
complications in pension
processing, causing
delays and administra-
tive confusion. By con-
solidating all applica-
tions through a single
digital platform, the
department aims to elimi-
nate these inconsisten-
cies and create a more
streamlined, transparent,

and efficient system.
Under the revised pro-
cedure, all pension appli-
cations—including those
seeking revision of pen-
sion—must be submitted
through the designated
online system from
November onwards.
Applicants are required
to ensure that all neces-
sary details and relevant
supporting documents
are uploaded along with
their applications. The
circular emphasizes that

incomplete submissions
or applications lacking

proper documentation
will not be entertained,
underscoring the impor-
tance of accuracy and
completeness in the digi-
tal application process.

A key provision of the
circular is that, from
November, pension appli-
cations submitted in
physical form will be
returned by the
Accountant General's
office without being con-
sidered for processing.
This strict measure is
intended to reinforce the
mandatory nature of the
online system and to dis-
courage any reliance on
traditional paper-based
submissions. It sends a
clear signal that the
department is serious
about transitioning fully
to digital processes. The
department has also
instructed officials to
inform the drawing and
disbursing officers under
their control about the
revised procedure and to
ensure strict compliance
at all levels. This cascad-

ing communication strat-
egy is designed to ensure

CITU seeks cancellation of private e-bus contract,
cites lower rates in other states

CHENNAL The Centre of
Indian Trade Unions (CITU)
has urged the Tamil Nadu
government to cancel the
gross cost contract (GCC) for
operating private electric
buses under the
Metropolitan  Transport
Corporation (MTC), alleging
that the previous DMK gov-
ernment agreed to pay Rs 77
to Rs 80 per km, against Rs 36
to Rs 62 in several other
states.In a statement on
Friday, K Aarumuganainar,
general secretary of the
Tamil Nadu State Transport
Employees Federation affili-
ated to CITU, demanded an
inquiry into the alleged
irregularities in fixing the
contract rates and action
against those responsible.

The union said under the

PM E-Drive  scheme,
Karnataka pays private
operators Rs 37 to Rs 40 per
km under the GCC model,
while Maharashtra pays Rs
40 to Rs 52, Telangana Rs 36,
Delhi Rs 56 to Rs 62 and
Gujarat Rs 59. In contrast,
the DMK government agreed
to pay Rs 77 per km for ordi-
nary electric buses and Rs 80

for air-conditioned buses in
Chennai, it alleged.

CITU accused the previ-
ous government of poorly
implementing the Union
government's scheme and
generously diverting public
money to private operators.
It alleged that the unusually
high rates raised questions
about who benefited from

the agreement and demand-
ed that the government dis-
close the reasons behind the
higher payments.

The union also sought the
cancellation of existing con-
tracts awarded under the GCC
model and the return of bus
depots to state transport cor-
porations. Referring to the
2026-27 transport department's
demand for grants, CITU said
the TVK government had
announced plans to operate
6,000 electric buses by 2030
under a public-private part-
nership and GCC model, fol-
lowing the approach adopted
by the previous DMK govern-
ment. It warned that the poli-
cy would gradually weaken
state-run transport corpora-
tions by making them depen-
dent on private operators.

Antimicrobial resistance linked to $3.5
trillion in global economic losses in 2021

Antimicrobial resis-
tance (AMR) was associ-
ated with global econom-
ic welfare losses of $3.5
trillion in 2021, equiva-
lent to 2.25% of the
world’s gross domestic
product (GDP), accord-
ing to research present-
ed at IDWeek 2026.

Of the total losses, $835
billion, or 0.54% of glob-
al GDP, was directly
attributable to antimi-
crobial resistance, high-
lighting the economic
impact of infections
caused by drug-resistant
bacteria.

Researchers assessed
the global burden using
disability-adjusted life-
years (DALYs) from the
Global Burden of Disease
2021 MICROBE tool,

alongside GDP and pop-
ulation data. The analy-
sis covered 21 regions, 12
infectious syndromes
and 22 bacterial patho-
gens.

Using a standardised
Value of Lost Welfare
framework, the
researchers estimated
that AMR accounted for
42.6 million attributable
DALYs and was associ-
ated with 177.7 million
DALYs worldwide. The
attributable burden rep-
resents the additional
impact specifically
caused by resistance,
while the associated bur-
den includes the wider

impact of infections

involving resistant

organisms.
Bloodstream and

respiratory infections
accounted for nearly
three-quarters of the
economic losses directly
attributable to AMR.
Bloodstream infections
alone contributed an
estimated $355 billion in
indirect economic loss-
es, representing 42.5% of
the total attributable
burden.

Six bacterial patho-
gens accounted for
approximately 82% of
the losses directly attrib-
utable to antimicrobial
resistance. Klebsiella
pneumoniae contributed
$130 billion, followed by
Streptococcus pneu-
moniae at $122 billion,
Acinetobacter bauman-
nii at $120 billion,
Escherichia coli at $117

billion, Staphylococcus
aureus at $115 billion
and Pseudomonas aeru-
ginosa at $75 billion.

Gram-negative bacte-
ria were responsible for
more than 60% of the
attributable economic
losses, underscoring
their significant contri-
bution to the global bur-
den of drug-resistant
infections.

In absolute terms,
South Asia recorded the
highest economic losses
at $101 billion, followed
by East Asia at $82 bil-
lion and high-income
North America at $70 bil-
lion. Western sub-Saha-
ran Africa experienced
the greatest proportion-
al burden, with losses
equivalent to 1.42% of its
regional GDP.

The findings highlight
the need to strengthen
antimicrobial steward-
ship, improve diagnostic
facilities, expand vacci-
nation, enhance infec-
tion prevention and
ensure equitable access
to antibiotics.

The substantial bur-
den associated with
bloodstream and respi-
ratory infections also
points to the importance
of targeted interventions
to prevent and treat
drug-resistant bacterial
infections.

that all stakeholders—
from senior treasury offi-
cials to individual appli-
cants—are fully aware of
the new requirements
and can adapt according-
ly.

The overarching goal of
this initiative 1is to
streamline pension pro-
cessing and ensure that
pensionary benefits are
disbursed to eligible ben-
eficiaries without delay.
By digitizing the applica-
tion process and elimi-
nating the parallel paper-
based system, the depart-
ment hopes to reduce
processing times, mini-
mize errors, and enhance
overall efficiency in the
disbursement of pensions
and provident fund bene-
fits.

This move is part of a
broader effort by the
Tamil Nadu government
to leverage technology
for better governance and
improved service deliv-
ery to citizens, particu-
larly retirees who depend
on timely pension dis-

bursements
financial security.

for their

private
Ambattur, Tiruvanmiyur
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Tamil Nadu Minister for Non-Resident Tamils Welfare, Thennarasu, inaugurated the
sale of fine-quality rice at a price of Rs. 30 per k||0ﬁram through a cooperative store

at the fair-price shop located in Pattunool Chat

iram, near Sriperumbudur in

Kanchipuram district. Kanchipuram District Collector Sneha is also present.

Anbumani opposes private operation of
property registration centres, land surveys

CHENNAI: PMK presi-
dent Anbumani Ramadoss
on Saturday opposed the
Tamil Nadu government's
reported move to engage
private operators for prop-
erty registration services
and land surveys, alleging
that it would threaten jobs,
increase costs for the pub-
lic and worsen corruption.
In a statement, he said the
state government had
invited tenders to establish
five model property regis-
tration centres through
operators in

TN orders 50,000 farm
power connections

CHENNAI: The Energy
Department has directed
the chairman and man-
aging director of Tamil
Nadu Power
Distribution
Corporation Ltd
(TNPDCL) to verify
existing agricultural
electricity connections
for possible misclassifi-
cation and weed out
claims where power is
not being used for the
intended purpose, while
ordering the installation
of 50,000 new subsidised
agricultural service con-
nections for 2026-27.The
directive, issued
through a government
order on Friday, cited
high power procurement
costs and the corpora-
tion's critical financial
position as reasons for

the verification exercise.
Of the 50,000 connections
sanctioned, 20,000 will
be provided free under
the normal category,
including 3,215 connec-
tions earmarked on a
one-time priority basis
for small and marginal
farmers belonging to BC,
MBC and DNC commu-
nities. The remaining
allocations comprise
3,372 connections under
the Revised Self-
Financing Scheme, 1,346
under various govern-
ment schemes and 25,282
under the Tatkal self-
financing scheme.
TNPDCL had already
provided 7,313 agricul-
tural connections
between April 1 and
September 21 in antici-
pation of government

to register
without waiting in queues,

and T Nagar in Chennai, as
well as in Chengalpattu
and Coimbatore.

The centres are proposed
to be set up in air-condi-
tioned malls with modern
amenities, enabling people
documents

approval. The govern-
ment has now ratified
these connections and
ordered that they be
counted against the
annual target.The recur-
ring expenditure for the
50,000 connections is
estimated at Rs 127.56
crore, to be provided by
the state government as
subsidy. TNPDCL will

he said.

Depending on the
response to the initiative,
20 more such centres are
planned, Anbumani said,
adding that private opera-
tors would be allowed to
collect additional service
charges ranging from Rs
2,090 to Rs 10,630 over and
above the regular registra-
tion fees.Pointing out that
Tamil Nadu has 595 regis-
tration offices across 56
registration districts, he
said there was no need to
establish privately operat-
ed centres.

bear the non-recurring
expenditure of Rs 750
crore towards connec-
tion works, estimated at
an average of Rs 1.5 lakh
per connection.

The government has
also ordered that the
unachieved balance of
the 2025-26 target be sub-
sumed under the current
year's allocation.

Centre bans reuse of single-us
e medical devices

New Delhi, Oct 24:
The Centre has pro-
hibited the reuse of
single-use medical
devices and disposable
surgical items in all
public and private
healthcare facilities
across the country, cit-
ing concerns over
patient safety and
infection control.

The directive fol-
lows findings by the
Directorate General of
Health Services
(DGHS) that certain
private and corporate
hospitals were sterilis-
ing products labelled
for single use and
using them on multi-
ple patients.

According to the
DGHS, the practice
was observed in spe-
cialised medical fields,
including cardiology,
nephrology, oncology,
cardiothoracic and
vascular surgery, and
neurosurgery. In some
cases, patients were
charged the full cost of
the reused items, or
the expenses were
reimbursed by govern-
ment authorities.

The health authori-
ties warned that reus-
ing such products
poses serious risks to
patient safety, infec-

tion prevention and
control, regulatory
compliance and
healthcare expendi-
ture.

The practice may
also violate provisions
of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940,
the Medical Devices
Rules, 2017, and the
Climnivcal
Establishments Act,
2010. In a letter to state
and Union Territory
health secretaries,
directors of health ser-
vices, drug controllers

and the Drug
Controller General of
India, the DGHS

directed authorities to
ensure strict vigilance
and effective enforce-

ment.

The directive states
that single-use medi-
cal devices and dispos-
able surgical items
must be used strictly
in accordance with the
instructions and rec-
ommendations of their
original equipment
manufacturers.
Authorities have also
been instructed to con-
duct inspections and
monitor healthcare
establishments to
ensure compliance,
with action to be taken
against violations
under applicable laws.

The Association of
Indian Medical Device
Industry (AiMeD) wel-
comed the decision,

describing it as a
patient-first measure.

Rajiv Nath, forum
coordinator of AiMeD,
said products labelled
for single use must not
be reused. He added
that when a product is
used contrary to its
labelled instructions,
responsibility for any
resulting failure or
harm should rest with
the person or estab-
lishment that reused
it, rather than the
manufacturer.

The Medical
Technology
Association of India
(MTal) also welcomed
the DGHS directive
dated October 16, 2026,
saying it was an
important step
towards strengthening
patient safety and
improving treatment
outcomes.

The association
stressed that the effec-
tiveness of the order
would depend on con-
sistent enforcement by
state authorities, regu-
lators and healthcare
institutions. It also
called for greater pub-
lic awareness so that
patients understand
and assert their right
to safe and ethical
medical care.
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EDITORIAL

Neha Bora Refuses to
Sign Peace Bond, Calls it

‘Contradiction to Right to
Democratic Dissent’

New Delhi: A day after the Delhi high court refused
to grant relief to All India Students Association
(AISA) national president Neha Bora’s plea challeng-
ing the Delhi Police notice which asked them to exe-
cute a bond of Rs 10,000 with a surety in order to
maintain peace during the period of inquiry before a
special executive magistrate (SEM), the student
leader said that they would not sign the peace bond.

Addressing a press conference at the Communist
Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) Liberation
(CPI(ML) (Liberation)) Parliamentary office in New
Delhi, Bora said that the bond as it stands is in con-
tradiction with the right to dissent. “The courts of
the land will see that the execution and interpreta-
tion of peace bonds is in contradiction to our funda-
mental right to democratic dissent,” said Bora.

“In the coming days however we will fight this
(demand for Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar’s resignation), for this, it is essen-
tial for democratic protests not to be called breach of
peace. The peace bond as it is being interpreted today
will not be signed by AISA (All India Students’
Association), will not be signed by me as it stands
now it is in contradiction to our right to democratic
dissent.” The notice was issued to Bora on October
17, a day after they were detained by the Delhi Police
during the Tiranga march in the national capital.
The protests were a part of the ongoing agitation
demanding CEC Kumar’s resignation and the irreg-
ularities in the conduct of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the electoral rolls.

Bora, who had challenged the notice in the Delhi
high court, questioned on Saturday (October 23),
whose peace are they being asked to be kept through
such bonds. “If we do not ask the government any
questions, whose peace are we keeping?”

Later on Saturday, when Bora went to the Mandir
Marg police station, they alleged that dozens of right-
wing goons had surrounded the police station and
were chanting slogans against them.

“Outside a police station there is a crowd of 50-60
goons, but the police do nothing to disperse the
crowd. That is not a breach of peace? But when com-
mon people raise slogans against Gyanesh Kumar, to
halt the SIR, that is called breach of peace. Is this the
peace that we are supposed to keep? That right wing
goons have the right to block streets, to stop women
lawyers from going inside the police station but dem-
ocratic protest is a breach of peace. Is this the peace
that I am supposed to keep and the government

wants to keep?” said Bora.

BY Amaravaji Nagaraju

Global conflicts, energy price
volatility and climate change
are converging to threaten
farm-sector stability. India
needs a comprehensive strat-
egy to protect farmers’
incomes, strengthen agricul-
tural resilience and safe-
guard food security.

Indian agriculture stands at
a critical juncture.
Geopolitical conflicts, fluctu-
ations in crude oil prices and
the growing impact of cli-
mate change are combining
to create unprecedented
uncertainty for the farm sec-
tor. From the availability of
raw materials for fertiliser
production to the cost of culti-
vation and crop yields, the
consequences are being felt
across the agricultural value
chain. These challenges can-
not be addressed in isolation.
They are interconnected
crises that demand a coordi-
nated and forward-looking
policy response.
Safeguarding agriculture
from global disruptions is
essential not only for farm-
ers’ livelihoods but also for
India’s long-term food securi-
ty. In the decades immediate-
ly following Independence,
Indian agriculture depended
largely on animal power,
organic manure and tradi-
tional cultivation practices.
The Green Revolution trans-
formed the sector through
high-yielding crop varieties,
chemical fertilisers, pesti-
cides and mechanisation.
Foodgrain production
increased substantially,
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enabling India to make sig-
nificant progress towards
food self-sufficiency.
However, this transforma-
tion also made agriculture
increasingly dependent on
energy-intensive inputs.
Diesel powers tractors and
other farm machinery, elec-
tricity runs irrigation
pumps, natural gas is a criti-
cal input in fertiliser manu-
facturing, and petroleum
fuels the transportation of
agricultural produce. Energy
is therefore woven into
almost every stage of the
farming cycle. When interna-
tional oil prices rise or sup-
ply chains are disrupted, the
consequences inevitably
reach the farm. If cultivation
costs increase without a cor-
responding improvement in
crop prices, farmers’ mar-
gins shrink and their finan-
cial vulnerability deepens.
This growing exposure to
external shocks makes farm-
ing an increasingly uncer-
tain economic activity.

Wars and the Fertiliser
Challenge

The Russia-Ukraine war and
continuing tensions in West
Asia have underscored the
vulnerability of global ener-
gy markets and supply
chains to geopolitical disrup-
tions. Rising prices of crude
oil and natural gas can
increase fertiliser production
costs, with direct implica-
tions for agriculture. Natural
gas is a key feedstock in the
manufacture of urea, while
sulphur and other industrial
inputs are important in the
production of phosphate-
based fertilisers. Disruptions
in the availability of these
materials, or a steep increase
in their import costs, can
place considerable pressure
on domestic supplies.

India depends on overseas
sources for several critical
fertiliser products and raw
materials. A surge in interna-
tional prices can increase the
government’s fertiliser sub-
sidy burden while exposing
the agricultural economy to

higher input costs and sup-
ply uncertainties. Keeping
fertilisers  affordable is
important, but affordability
alone is not enough. Their
timely and uninterrupted
availability is equally cru-
cial, particularly during the

sowing season.
Strengthening domestic
manufacturing  capacity,

diversifying import sources,
developing alternative nutri-
ent inputs and maintaining

appropriate strategic
reserves should form part of
a broader strategy to

improve fertiliser security.
Greater efficiency in fertilis-
er use can also reduce
dependence on external sup-
plies and make agriculture
more resilient to global price
shocks.
The
Dilemma
Reducing dependence on
imported petroleum has
made biofuels an important
element of energy policy
across the world. Ethanol
blending in petrol and the
production of biodiesel from
vegetable oils are among the
initiatives aimed at diversify-
ing energy sources. India has
also expanded ethanol pro-
duction using feedstocks
such as sugarcane, maize and
rice. These efforts can con-
tribute to energy security
and help reduce dependence
on imported fossil fuels.
However, the growing
demand for biofuels raises an
important question: how can
the country pursue energy
self-reliance without compro-
mising food security?

Food consumption, livestock
feed, industrial use and fuel
production all compete for
agricultural resources. If
these competing demands
are not carefully balanced,
they can put pressure on food
supplies and prices. The
risks become particularly
acute when poor rainfall or
other adverse weather condi-
tions reduce crop output.
Biofuel policies must there-
fore be designed with due

Food-versus-Fuel

regard for the country’s
nutritional requirements
and agricultural priorities.
Greater investment in tech-
nologies that convert agricul-
tural residues, crop waste
and other non-food feed-
stocks into biofuels can help
ease the competition between
food and fuel. Energy diversi-
fication is necessary, but it
must not undermine the fun-
damental objective of ensur-
ing adequate and affordable
food for the population.
Climate Change Compounds
the Crisis

Geopolitical instability and
energy market fluctuations
are not the only challenges
facing Indian agriculture.
Climate change is adding
another layer of uncertainty.
Irregular rainfall, rising tem-
peratures, droughts and
floods are increasingly affect-
ing crop yields and threaten-
ing farmers’ incomes.
Climate phenomena such as
El Nifio can influence mon-
soon patterns under certain
conditions, although their
effects vary across years and
regions. Agricultural plan-
ning must consequently rely
on scientific assessments,
local weather forecasts and
region-specific risk analysis
rather than generalised
assumptions.

Agricultural analyst Harish
Damodaran, in his article,
refers to the severe chal-
lenges encountered by Indian
agriculture during 1979-80.
Historical experiences offer
an important lesson: when
energy disruptions and
adverse climatic conditions
coincide, their combined
impact can be significantly
more damaging than that of
individual shocks. Rising
input costs, reduced crop
yields and disruptions in sup-
ply chains can reinforce one

another, placing farmers
under severe financial
strain.

India’s agricultural system
has expanded considerably
since that period, but the
risks have also become more
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AGRICULTURE UNDER A
GATHERING CLOUD OF CRISES

complex. The country must
prepare for a future in which
international conflicts,
volatile commodity markets
and unpredictable weather
may increasingly overlap.
Strengthening the ability of
farmers and agricultural
institutions to anticipate and
respond to such disruptions
is no longer optional; it is an
economic and strategic
necessity.

Structural Reforms
Sustainable Agriculture
Short-term relief measures
can provide immediate sup-
port during a crisis, but last-
ing resilience requires struc-
tural reforms. Excessive fer-
tiliser use, the indiscrimi-
nate exploitation of ground-
water and overdependence
on a limited range of crops
have made parts of Indian
agriculture vulnerable to
economic and environmental
stress. Soil-test-based nutri-
ent management must be
encouraged to promote bal-
anced fertiliser application
and improve soil health.
Integrated pest management,
crop diversification and sus-
tainable farming practices
deserve greater attention.
Expanding solar-powered
irrigation pumps, drip irriga-
tion and other water-efficient
technologies can reduce
dependence on conventional
energy sources while con-
serving scarce water
resources. Investment in
agricultural research is
equally important. Climate-
resilient crop varieties, quali-
ty seeds, improved farming
technologies and stronger
extension services can help
farmers adapt to changing
conditions. Timely access to
reliable weather information
would enable them to make
better decisions about sow-
ing, irrigation and harvest-
ing. Risk management must
also extend beyond the farm.
Crop insurance needs to pro-
vide effective and timely pro-
tection against losses.
Remunerative prices, scien-
tific storage facilities, effi-

for

cient transportation and
stronger market linkages are
essential to prevent farmers
from bearing the entire bur-
den of rising costs and fluctu-
ating market conditions.
Improving these systems
would help reduce post-har-
vest losses, stabilise farm
incomes and strengthen the
agricultural supply chain.
India may have little control
over international conflicts
or global energy prices, but it
can significantly reduce their
domestic consequences
through advance planning,
diversified supply chains,
technological innovation and
sound agricultural policies.
Agriculture is far more than
an economic activity meas-
ured by crop output. It sus-
tains millions of rural house-
holds and underpins the
country’s food security.
Farmers’ welfare, energy
security and the conservation
of natural resources are close-
ly interlinked. Policies that
overlook these connections
risk addressing immediate
problems while allowing
deeper vulnerabilities to per-
sist.

The need of the hour is to
move beyond crisis manage-
ment towards crisis pre-
paredness. Instead of
responding only after disrup-
tions occur, India must build
an agricultural system capa-
ble of anticipating risks,
absorbing shocks and recov-
ering quickly. Coordinated
action by governments,
research institutions, agricul-
tural organisations and farm-
ers can help achieve this
objective. A resilient agricul-
tural sector must ensure that
farmers receive the support
they need, natural resources
are used responsibly and food
supplies remain secure even
during periods of internation-
al uncertainty. By placing
these priorities at the centre
of agricultural policy, India
can protect rural livelihoods,
strengthen self-reliance and
build a more sustainable
farming future.

ARAMCO TO VENEZUELA: THE OIL
CONCESSION COMES FULL CIRCLE

MILINDA MORAGODA

More than a century ago,
William Knox D'Arcy made
a bargain with the Shah of
Persia that helped create the
modern oil industry. The
deal gave D'Arcy exclusive
rights to explore for, pro-
duce and sell oil across most
of Persia for 60 years. In
return, the Persian govern-
ment received £20,000 in
cash, £20,000 in shares and
16% of annual net profits. At
the time, nobody knew how
valuable the oil would
become. That uncertainty
was central to the early oil
concession. Foreign compa-
nies supplied capital, tech-
nology and the willingness
to take exploration risk.
Governments possessing the
resource supplied access. As
the value of oil became clear-
er, however, that bargain
was repeatedly renegotiated.
A century later, a new
Venezuelan oil agreement
raises the possibility that the
concessionary model is
entering another phase. The
North  American Blue
Energy Partners arrange-
ment is striking not simply
because of its scale, but
because of the unusual roles
assigned to the company and
the U.S. government. The
agreement covers 17
Venezuelan oil fields and
gives NABEP 100-year rights
over fields associated with
approximately 65 billion bar-
rels of proven reserves. The
company plans to invest
close to $100 billion and raise
production substantially.
But the unusual feature is
the role assigned to the
United States. The
Pentagon's Office of

Strategic Capital has been
granted rights to a 35% equi-
ty interest in NABEP's cor-
porate parent. The U.S.
Department of State has the
right to purchase 20% of pro-
duction at cost, as well as a
right of first refusal over the
remaining 80%. Washington
also has veto power over
board appointments, while a
majority of the board must
be U.S. citizens. The 35%
interest is  structured
through warrants designed
to protect the U.S. position
from dilution as the venture
raises capital. The structure
has an extraordinary histor-
ical echo. But it also reverses
part of the direction in
which the oil industry has
travelled. The early conces-
sionary era was not confined
to Persia. In Iraq, the
Turkish Petroleum
Company received a 75-year
concession in 1925. The
arrangement  eventually
became a multinational
enterprise involving British,
French, Dutch and
American interests. In

Kuwait, the Kuwait Oil
Company was established in
1934 as a joint venture
between Anglo-Persian Oil
Company and Gulf Oil
Commercial production
began after the discovery of
the giant Burgan field.
Kuwait subsequently
nationalised its oil industry.
These cases illustrate the
basic pattern of twentieth-
century petroleum history.
Foreign capital and expert-
ise initially dominated the
industry. Resource-rich
states subsequently demand-
ed a greater share of the pro-
ceeds and, eventually,
greater ownership and con-
trol. Saudi Arabia provides
perhaps the clearest exam-
ple. In 1933, Standard Oil of
California received a conces-
sion from the Saudi govern-
ment to explore for oil.
Commercial quantities were
discovered in 1938. The orig-
inal arrangement therefore
involved genuine geological
and financial uncertainty.
As Saudi Arabia's oil wealth
became apparent, the bar-

gain changed. In 1950,
Aramco agreed to a 50-50
profit-sharing arrangement,
following a model that had
already emerged in
Venezuela. Over the follow-
ing decades, Riyadh
acquired progressively
greater  ownership of
Aramco, ultimately reach-
ing full ownership in 1980.
The history of Aramco
therefore became a history
of the transformation of a
concession. A foreign com-
pany initially supplied capi-
tal and expertise.

The resource-owning state
progressively acquired a
larger share of the value
and eventually control of
the enterprise. Venezuela's
new arrangement begins
from a very different posi-
tion. The resource is
already known. Venezuela
possesses the world's largest
proven oil reserves, while
much of its production
infrastructure has deterio-
rated after years of underin-
vestment and economic and
political turmoil.

Indian Govt Bonds Record Worth
Losing Streak in Last Three Decades

New Delhi: For the tenth
straight week, Indian govern-
ment bond yields saw an
increase, recording the worst
losing streak in the last three
decades, reported Business
Standard. The yield on the
benchmark 10-year govern-
ment bond settled at 7.47%
against the previous close of
7.46%. On Friday (October
23), the benchmark 6.94%
2036 bond ended at 7.4740%,
against 7.4596% in the previ-
ous session, reported
Reuters. During the week,
the yield rose 9 basis points,
after increasing 62 bps in the
previous nine weeks. This is
the steepest rise since 1998.
Bond yields move inversely
to prices. Meanwhile, in
wake of increasing geopoliti-
cal tensions and chances of
further disruption to global
energy supplies, the bench-
mark Brent crude remained
around $115 a barrel, which
is its highest in almost six
months. The Wire had previ-
ously reported that foreign
investors are withdrawing
capital from Indian govern-
ment bonds and moving to
developed countries for safer,
comparable returns as global
interest rates rise. The nar-
rowed yield differential — the
smaller gap between the
interest rates offered in India
and developed nations - has
reduced the incentive for
emerging market invest-
ment. Till September this
year, foreign portfolio
investors (FPI) had sold gov-
ernment bonds worth Rs 987
crore.Indian  government
bond yields rose for the tenth
straight week, logging the
worst losing streak in three
decades, as elevated crude oil
prices and rising global

yields affected sentiment.
The yield on the benchmark
10-year government bond set-
tled at 7.47 per cent against
the previous close of 7.46 per
cent. During the week, yields
rose by 10 basis points. The
rupee also fell for a second
consecutive session as crude
oil prices and risk aversion
weighed on the domestic cur-
rency, offsetting support
from easing expectations of
further US Federal Reserve
rate hikes. The local curren-
cy settled at 94.94 per dollar,
against the previous close of
94.83 per dollar. The currency
opened marginally higher at
94.79 per dollar, but weak-
ened during the session to
touch a low of 94.98. The
rupee moved marginally in
the week, up 0.02 per cent,
after rising 1.4 per cent the
previous week. Brent crude
rose to a more than five-
month  high, following
attacks in Saudi Arabia by
Yemen’s Houthis, fuelling
concerns of further disrup-
tions of energy supplies.
Brent was trading around
$116 per barrel at 8.45 pm IST,

and was on course for its
third consecutive weekly
gain. Another factor weigh-
ing on the currency was the
risk aversion in global mar-
kets as investors pulled back
from technology stocks amid
concerns over elevated valu-
ations of companies linked to
artificial intelligence (AI).
The sell-off in equities and
increased demand for safe-
haven US Treasuries added
to pressure on emerging-
market currencies. India’s
foreign exchange reserves
fell $5.01 billion to $721.02 bil-
lion in the week ended
October 16, according to the
latest RBI data. In the past six
weeks, reserves have fallen
$65 billion after touching a
record high of $785.7 billion
in the week ended September
4. During the reporting week,
foreign currency assets, the
largest component of
reserves, declined $5.76 bil-
lion to $591.85 billion. Gold
reserves rose $706 million to
$105.80 billion, while Special
Drawing Rights edged up $30
million to $18.58 billion.
India’s reserve position with

the International Monetary
Fund rose $11 million to $4.79
billion. “The rupee slipped
for a second straight session
as higher crude prices and a
stronger US dollar kept pres-
sure on emerging-market
currencies. Risk-off flows and
market unwinding added to
the weakness, though the
currency later steadied and
moved in a narrow band in
the later part of the day,” said
Dilip Parmar, senior
research analyst at HDFC
Securities. “In the near term,
the spot rupee is capped at
95.30, with initial support at
94.70,” he added. The rupee
has appreciated by 0.93 per
cent so far in October, where-
as it has depreciated by 0.14
per cent in the current finan-
cial year. The rupee had
strengthened to a six-week
high of 94.30 per dollar on
Thursday, supported by the
unwinding of dollar-long
positions following the RBI’s
recent forex measures and
residual flows linked to Jio
Platforms’ initial public
offering. However, dollar
purchases by importers and
renewed demand for the
greenback pared the gains.
Market participants said dol-
lar purchases by state-owned
banks on behalf of oil mar-
keting companies, reported-
ly for the RBI, kept the dollar
well bid after the initial sup-
port from IPO-related flows
faded. “SBI has been buying
dollars for oil companies on
behalf of RBI keeping the dol-
lar well bid once the fall in
rupee came after the initial
IPO euphoria,” said Anil
Kumar Bhansali, head of
treasury and executive direc-
tor at Finrex Treasury
Advisors LLP.
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IDFC First Bank Q2 Results:
Net Profit Jumps Multifold To
Rs 1,045 Crore, NII Up 21%

IDFC First Bank announced
July to September for fiscal
2027 on Saturday, October
24. The lender's net profit
climbed 196.8% to Rs 1,045
crore in the second quarter
of the current financial year
from Rs 352 crore in the cor-
responding period previous
year. The bank's net interest
income (NII) rose 21% to Rs
6,184 crore in the quarter
from Rs 5,113 crore in the
same quarter last year.
Asset quality improved as
gross NPA declined to 1.32%
from 1.51% in the preceding
quarter and net NPA
dropped to 0.40% from
0.44% sequentially.

Provisions slipped to Rs
1,137 crore in the period
under review from Rs 1,452
crore in Q2FY26. IDFC First
Bank's total deposits surged
25.9% YoY and 11.8% QoQ
at Rs 3,48,583 crore. Current
account and  Savings
account ratio stood at 48.4%

in Q2 FY27. The slight
decline from 50.1% was pri-
marily due to the large
mobilisation of FCNR(B)
deposits during the quarter.
Loans and advances, includ-
ing credit substitutes and
FCNR(B)-backed loans,
grew 30.1% YoY to Rs
3,46,913 crore. Except loans
secured by FCNR(B)
deposits, loan growth was
22.2%, gross of IBPC.
Incremental cost-to-income
ratio stood at 55% in H1
FY27. The core -cost-to-
income ratio, excluding
trading gains improved to
70.16% in Q2 FY27 from
70.73% in same quarter pre-
vious year.

Speaking on Q2 show,
IDFC First Bank
Managing Director and
CEO V Vaidyanathan
said, “Our PAT crossed Rs
1,000 crore for the second
quarter in a row, in both
Q1 and Q2 FY27.

American Express Is Cutting
3,500 Jobs Globally

Business

American Express is cut-
ting around 3,500 jobs glob-
ally, or about 5% of its
workforce, as the credit
card giant looks to stream-
line operations, improve
efficiency and prepare for
wider adoption of artificial
intelligence (AI). The move
comes even as the company
reported a sharp rise in
quarterly profit, highlight-
ing how workforce reduc-
tions are increasingly
being driven by organisa-
tional restructuring rather
than weakening business

performance. The New
York-based company
reported a third-quarter net

profit of $3.71 billion, up
28% from a year earlier.
Revenue rose 9% to $20.06
billion, while earnings
stood at $5.42 per share,
according to its earnings
release. American Express
had nearly 77,000 employ-
ees at the end of 2025. The
latest move marks its first
major workforce reduction
in roughly a decade, accord-
ing to the Associated Press.
The company recorded a

$336  million  pre-tax
restructuring charge in the
third quarter. Why Is
American Express Cutting
Jobs? Chief Executive
Officer Stephen Squeri told
analysts that the job cuts
were part of a broader strat-
egy to make the organisa-
tion more agile and effi-
cient while directing
resources towards business
priorities. “We have got
good momentum, but to
accelerate innovation and
win over the next few years,
we needed to become a
more agile and efficient
organisation,” Squeri said,
as quoted by The Wall
Street Journal. Chief
Financial Officer Christoph
Le Caillec also told CNBC
that the restructuring was
aimed at making American
Express leaner, more agile,
and also to prepare for Al
The company plans to
reduce organisational lay-
ers and widen spans of con-
trol, creating a structure Us
better suited to automation
and the use of Al tools in the
coming quarters and years.

The Trump administration is lifting
some of its 50% tariffs on Canadian
goods two weeks before the midterm
elections, after a Republican candidate
in a key US Senate race said she had
lobbied for the change. From 30
October, tariffs will be eased on prod-
ucts including "plywood sheets, some
paper products, certain machinery and
refrigeration equipment", the White
House said on Friday. Republican
Senator Susan Collins, who is in a tight
race to keep her seat in Maine, first
announced the exemptions, saying
they would help her state's agriculture
industry. The US imposed a 50% levy
on $20bn (£15bn) worth of Canadian
goods after trade talks between the two
countries collapsed in August. Canada
has imposed a series of countermea-
sures in response to the US tariffs,
which Prime Minister Mark Carney
said were "necessary to protect our
workers". Last month, Carney matched
the US tariffs "dollar for dollar" after
the breakdown in talks. Trump had
imposed them for what he called
"unequal treatment" of US car, dairy
and alcohol exports. The White House
said that, while tariffs would be lifted
from some items, including some pack-
ing crates and boxes, they would be
introduced on other items such as car-
pets and "waste products". It said the
action reflected US President Donald
Trump's "continued efforts to defend
American workers and ensure fair
trade". Trump "continues to address
Canada's discriminatory treatment of

spokesman Matthew Middleton said.
internal trade minister
"While we

Canada's
Dominic LeBlanc said:
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White House lifts tariffs on some
Canadian goods as midterm elections loom

elections,

House

assess these latest steps, Canada stands
ready to work constructively and in
good faith towards a more mutually
beneficial trading relationship that
respects Canada's interests." The White
House's announcement comes less
than a fortnight before the US midterm
which will
whether Trump's Republican Party or
Democrats will control Congress,
impacting the remaining two years of
his term. Collins said she had repeated-
ly asked senior Trump officials for tar-
iff relief and that she would "continue
working directly with administration
officials to seek additional relief and
encourage a broader trade agreement
with Canada, our neighbour, ally and
largest trading partner". The US-
Canada trade war in 5 charts She wrote
on X that the tariff exemptions were on
products that were "crucial to Maine's
agricultural industries, including blue-
berry, potato, apple, and seaweed pro-
ducers". Collins' Democratic chal-

lenger,

determine

Troy Jackson, responded:
"Trump's trade wars have made life
harder and more expensive for
Mainers. Susan Collins enabled this
chaos, voted to confirm the people
behind it and now wants credit for
bringing a cup of water to put out the
fire." Maine borders the Canadian
provinces
Quebec. Its economy, as well as that of
other border states, is deeply linked to
Canada and they have felt the effects of
the months-long trade war. Michigan
lawmaker Mike Rogers,
Republican, has called on Trump to
end the standoff after spending months
supporting the policy in recent adver-
tisements airing in his trade-reliant
state. Also on Friday, Trump said
Canada was "working very hard" on a
?trade ?deal with the US. Carney, who
has sought closer ties with Europe
since the tariff war erupted, said that
Canada was open to a mutually benefi-
cial deal, but was willing to wait it out.

New Brunswick and

also a

UKkraine says Starlink connection
'now stable' after network limits

UKkraine now has a "stable
connection” to Starlink, its
defence minister has said,
after its military suffered
days of restricted connec-
tivity on the satellite inter-
net network. Kyiv relies on
the Starlink and its mili-

tary-grade counterpart
Starshield for piloting
drones and operations

within Ukraine, but last
week accused US President
Donald Trump of telling
owner Elon Musk to place
limits on it. This meant
drones would lose connec-
tion when travelling at
161km/h (100mph) or more,
it said. Trump denied doing
so before saying Musk had
"put it back". Defence
Minister Yevhenii Khmara
said that speeds of more
than 400km/h were now
possible on the network,
indicating that full capabil-
ity had been restored. "This
result is above all impor-
tant for our front, for our
soldiers, for the operation
of drones, for logistics and
for communications," he
said in a statement on

Saturday. Ukraine's mili-
tary uses the network of
10,000 low Earth orbit satel-
lites extensively for mili-
tary operations, particular-
ly in remote areas on the
battlefield. Ukraine uses
both the civilian service
Starlink and the more
secure Starshield, which
Musk said was controlled
by the US military when he
suggested the Pentagon
could be behind the recent
issues. Russia is not autho-
rised to use Starlink, so
when Ukraine sends long-
range missiles or drones
deep into Russia to hit oil
refineries, the network
does not work. The debacle
over Starlink began last

week, and emerged during
a broader diplomatic row
between Trump and his
Ukrainian counterpart
Volodymyr Zelensky over
Ukrainian strikes on
Russian oil infrastructure.
Faced with midterm elec-
tions next month, Trump
has waived some sanctions
on Russia and agreed a deal
to import Russian diesel for
the US market - a move crit-
icised by Ukraine and its
European allies. Trump
said the strikes on Russian
oil refineries, which Kyiv
says are crucial to stem-
ming the main revenue
source for Moscow's war
effort, have pushed global
prices higher.

OPPO India raises the bar for premium flagship smart-
phones with the All-New OPPO Find X10 Series

New Delhi October 2026: OPPO
India launched the all-new OPPO
Find X10 Series, comprising OPPO
Find X10 and OPPO Find X10 Pro
Max, marking the 10th generation
of its innovative and premium flag-
ship OPPO Find X Series. Built to
set a new benchmark for the premi-
um smartphone experience, the
Find X10 Series brings together
breakthrough true-to-life imaging,
uncompromising performance,
exceptional battery endurance and
refined design. All this, along with
the new ColorOS 17, aiding superi-
or and smooth user software expe-
rience. OPPO also expanded its
flagship connected ecosystem with
the OPPO Enco X4 and OPPO Pad
Mini, so that users can capture,
create and share in one flow.
Together, the flagship portfolio ele-
vates everyday experience, Sso
every shot, edit and share feels
authentic and true to the moment.
At the heart of the OPPO Find X10
Series is a camera system designed
to deliver images closer to how
they are seen in real life. The OPPO
Find X10 features a Dual 200MP
Camera System, while the OPPO
Find X10 Pro Max introduces the
revolutionary  Triple 200MP
Camera System, bringing 200MP

resolution across all three rear
cameras. Co-developed  with
Hasselblad, it is paired with the
new LUMO True Image Engine and
Second-Generation True Colour
Camera for natural colours, tones
and details, while LUMO Color
Palette lets users build a personal
style on top of that natural starting
point. Video gets cinema-grade
tools, including 4K Cine-Grade
HDR Video, Dolby Vision and Open
Gate Capture.

The all-new ColorOS 17 brings Al
Mind Pilot with Agent Mode,
which can work with photos and
files on the device to complete
multi-step tasks. The series is

backed by up to an 8000mAh bat-
tery, the 2nm MediaTek Dimensity
9600 Pro on the Find X10 Pro Max,
and a new Borderless Design.

Complementing the OPPO Find X10
Series is the OPPO Pad Mini, the
brand's first compact 8.8-inch
tablet, combining flagship perform-
ance with Al-powered productivity
in an ultra-portable design, and the
OPPO Enco X4, featuring a premi-
um audio experience co-developed
with Dynaudio for exceptional
sound quality. Together, these
devices extend OPPO's flagship
experience beyond smartphones,
enabling seamless connectivity,
productivity, creativity and enter-

tainment across everyday
moments. Commenting on the
launch, Goldee Patnaik, Head of
Communications, OPPO India,
said, “For ten generations, the
OPPO Find X Series has pushed the
boundaries of smartphone innova-
tion. With the OPPO Find X10
Series, we are solving what cre-
ators struggle with most: pictures
that drift from what the eyes see,
results that change with the light,
and Al that adds steps instead of
removing them. The Pad Mini
brings a new form factor from
OPPO, compact and creator-friend-
ly, and with the Enco X4, it com-
pletes a connected ecosystem that
lets users capture, create and share
in one flow.”

A NEW BENCHMARK FOR
MOBILE IMAGING

Developed in collaboration with
Hasselblad, the OPPO Find X10
Series brings together high-resolu-
tion camera hardware and OPPO’s
latest computational photography
technology. The LUMO True Image
Engine is designed to retain natu-
ral colours, tonal depth and finer
details, helping images stay faith-
ful to the original scene rather
than appearing overly processed.

MAHINDRA LAUNCHES XUV 3X0O ZNG. A WHOLE
LOT OF ZING. UNMISTAKABLY MAHINDRA DNA

Why The State Has Moved Bombay

Mumbai, October, 2026: Mahindra &
Mahindra Ltd., India's leading SUV
manufacturer, today announced the
launch of the XUV 3X0 ZNG, its first
mainstream CNG passenger vehi-
cle, at a starting price of ? 9.99 lakh
(ex-showroom).

The XUV 3X0 ZNG brings the thrill
of driving to the CNG segment with-
out compromise. Powered by a tur-
bocharged engine delivering 82 kW
power and 200 Nm torque in both
CNG and petrol modes, it combines
spirited performance with certified
efficiency of 24.7 km/kg, giving cus-
tomers the flexibility to choose
lower running costs without sacri-
ficing driving excitement. Across
the range, the XUV 3XO ZNG deliv-
ers more than just CNG efficiency,
bringing together turbocharged per-
formance, bold design, generous
space, advanced technology, com-
fort and safety, all at compelling
price points that make it an irre-
sistible proposition for CNG SUV
buyers. The XUV 3X0 ZNG makes
SUV ownership more accessible,
especially for first-time SUV aspir-
ers looking for a powerful, feature-
rich upgrade. Even from the entry
variant, it comes equipped with pre-
mium features such as a 26.03 cm
HD touchscreen, cruise control, rear
AC vents and a 60:40 split rear seat,
ensuring customers enjoy the XUV
3X0's distinctive character, technol-

ogy and practicality alongside the
everyday economy of CNG, with no
compromise on the thrill of driving.
Dr Velusamy R, President,
Automotive Business, Mahindra &
Mahindra Ltd., said, "The XUV 3XO
ZNG comes with a clear promise:
Zero Compromise. Customers today
want the space, technology, safety
and driving experience of an SUV,
along with the lower running costs
of CNG. With category-leading
torque, turbocharged performance
and impressive efficiency, the XUV
3X0 ZNG brings together the practi-
cality of CNG and the excitement of

an SUV, setting a new benchmark
for customer expectations from a
CNG SUV."

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Full turbo performance. Full-on
Zing. In either fuel mode

. Zero Compromise on
Performance: The 1.2-litre mStallion
TCMPFi turbocharged engine deliv-
ers the same 82 kW power and 200
Nm torque in both CNG and gaso-
line modes. Optimised turbocharger
calibration and ECU mapping
ensure identical power and torque

regardless of fuel choice, bringing
the full performance, thrill and Zing
of the XUV 3XO to every drive.

«  Category-Leading Torque: With
best-in-class 200 Nm torque among
CNG passenger vehicles in India,
available from 1,500-3,500 rpm, the
XUV 3X0O ZNG delivers effortless
acceleration, confident drivability
and responsive performance across
city and highway conditions.

. Quick Off the Line: The XUV
3X0O ZNG accelerates from 0-60
km/h in 4.9 seconds and 0-100 km/h
in 11.8 seconds in CNG mode.

Go further. Go with Zing.

. Efficiency Without
Compromise: Certified efficiency of
24.7 km/Kkg combines lower running
costs with the turbocharged per-
formance customers expect from the
XUV 3XO.

+  Seamless Multi-Fuel Flexibility:
Choose between CNG and petrol
modes, with automatic switching to
petrol when CNG runs low, ensur-
ing uninterrupted journeys and
keeping the Zing going.

. Designed for Convenience:
Average and instantaneous fuel
economy displays provide real-
time consumption insights, while
the NGV fast-filling valve enables
quicker and more convenient
refuelling and more time enjoy-
ing the Zing.

HC Over Food Safety Rules

Maharashtra has
approached the Bombay
High Court challenging sev-
eral food safety regulations
issued by the Centre and the
Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI),
alleging that the rules have
created a parallel enforce-
ment system that encroaches
on the state government's
statutory powers. The peti-
tion, filed through the State
Commissioner of Food
Safety, argues that the Food
Safety and Standards Act,
2006, was designed to decen-
tralise food safety enforce-
ment, with state authorities
responsible for inspections
and implementation.
However, subsequent
amendments and regulatory
changes have gradually
weakened this framework,
the state has contended.
According to the plea, the
Centre and FSSAI have
steadily dismantled the
decentralised enforcement
mechanism by introducing
provisions that shift powers
away from state officials.
The petition also challenges
the FSSAI chief executive

officer's authority to create
posts such as Central Food
Safety Officer and Central
Licensing Authority, argu-
ing that these positions are
not envisaged under the orig-
inal statutory framework.
According to multiple media
reports, the state has asked
the high court to strike down
the amendments and regula-
tions it considers unconstitu-
tional. It has also sought a
stay on a May 2023 order that
restricts state food safety offi-
cers from inspecting food
businesses holding central
licences. A bench compris-
ing Bombay High Court
Chief Justice @ Mahesh
Chandra Tripathi and
Justice Advait Sethna took

up the matter on Friday. The
court scheduled the next
hearing for November 26.
The dispute centres on who
can inspect food businesses
and under what conditions.
Maharashtra's Food and
Drug Administration (FDA)
officials say they want to
restore the state's authority
to inspect food business oper-
ators as and when required,
without having to seek prior
approval from the central
regulator. Mutliple media
reports citing senior FDA
officials said that currently,
businesses with an annual
turnover of Rs 50 crore or
more fall under the jurisdic-
tion of FSSAI's Central
Licensing Authority.
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Trump administration sues to block
certification of upcoming Alaska election

The Trump administration
wants to block the certifica-
tion of the Senate election in
Alaska if  Republican
Senator Dan Sullivan loses,
arguing that another candi-
date with the same name
may confuse voters. The jus-
tice department said in a fed-
eral lawsuit filed on
Thursday that the inclusion
of another Dan Sullivan on
the ballot could lead some to
mistakenly cast their votes
for the wrong candidate.
Polls suggest the race
between Senator Sullivan
and Democrat Mary Peltola
is tight, with Peltola holding
a narrow lead in the final
days before the 3 November
vote. The US government
wants the judge to bar the
state from certifying the
results if Senator Sullivan
loses by a margin less than
the other Sullivan. "I'm the
one that said do it,” US
President Donald Trump
told reporters when asked
for his thoughts on the law-
suit after he landed in
Florida for a campaign rally
on Friday. Trump has
referred to the second
Sullivan's candidacy as a
"scam" and said his adminis-
tration was looking at "pow-
erful legal options" to end it.
The retired teacher previ-
ously denied his candidacy
had an ulterior motive.
Previous efforts to remove
that Sullivan, a retired
teacher, from the ballot have
already been rejected by the
Alaska Supreme Court. For
the 3 November midterm
election, the senator will be
listed on the ballot as the
Republican incumbent.
Alaska's ranked-choice vot-

ing system means that voters
could select both Sullivans if
they are unsure at the ballot
box. In court documents, the
justice department said
Alaska "will fail in its obliga-
tion to protect the integrity
of its elections" if it includes
"any electoral results tainted
by the inclusion on the ballot
of Daniel J Sullivan". The
second Sullivan, who was
also a US Forest Service
worker, was reportedly once
a member of the Alaska
Independence Party before
registering as a Republican
earlier this year. In the fil-
ing, Associate Attorney
General Stanley E
Woodward Jr asserted that
the sole purpose of his candi-
dacy was to benefit Peltola's
campaign by reducing the
number of votes for the sena-
tor. "Given the substantial
likelihood that the inclusion
of Dan J Sullivan will con-
fuse or mislead voters look-
ing to cast a vote for Senator
Sullivan and thus distort the
will of Alaskan voters, there
is a substantial likelihood

that a certification of the
election will reflect an elec-
toral process that lacked
integrity," Woodward
argued. Dan J Sullivan has
repeatedly denied those
claims, telling the local
Petersburg Pilot newspaper
earlier this year that he
"wouldn't even know who to
speak to" in Peltola's cam-
paign. He said separately to
Courthouse News that it was
his "sincere hope that people
know who and what they are
voting for but, ultimately,
choice is good and voters'
intent will be as varied as the
candidates who are run-
ning". In the event Peltola
wins, and the margin of loss
suggests possible confusion,
the lawsuit calls for certifica-
tion to be delayed pending an
investigation into whether
voters were mixed up on the
names as well as any "neces-
sary and appropriate” steps
to determine what would
have happened had the sec-
ond Sullivan been kept off
the ballot. Neither candidate
has so far commented on the

lawsuit. The Senate race in
Alaska - which Trump won
by 14 percentage points in
2024 - is among the most
closely watched in the
upcoming midterm elec-
tions. The  president's
approval ratings in the state
have been badly hit by voter
disapproval of rising prices
and the war in Iran. The
Department of Justice sued
to prevent Alaska state offi-
cials from certifying election
results if Republican Sen.
Dan Sullivan loses in
November, an escalation of
the Trump administration
trying to use the power of the
federal government to influ-
ence the midterms. In a law-
suit filed Thursday, DOJ
argued that the presence of
an independent candidate
also named Dan Sullivan
constitutes a purposeful
effort to mislead voters.
“Given the substantial likeli-
hood that the inclusion of
Daniel J. Sullivan will con-
fuse or mislead voters look-
ing to cast a vote for Senator
Sullivan, and thus distort the

will of Alaskan voters, there
is a substantial likelihood
that a certification of the
election will reflect an elec-
toral process that lacked
integrity,” DOJ wrote in its
complaint. The Trump
administration is seeking to
delay certification if the
incumbent senator loses
until an investigation deter-
mines “whether votes cast
for Daniel J. Sullivan were
meant to be cast for Senator
Sullivan.” The Alaska
Supreme Court permitted
the other Sullivan to remain
on the ballot in a June rul-
ing. The incumbent is in a
tight reelection fight with
former Democratic Rep.
Mary Peltola. The lawsuit is
the latest in a string of high-
profile matters filed by the
Justice Department’s third-
ranking official, Stanley
Woodward. President
Donald Trump foreshad-
owed the lawsuit earlier this
week, saying his administra-
tion was weighing “powerful
legal options” to remove the
non-Republican  Sullivan
from the ballot. The suit
seeks to block certification if
the result may have been
“impacted by voter confu-
sion,” which DOJ defines as
the incumbent losing, and if
all the votes for the inde-
pendent were reallocated to
the Republican, he would
have won. The case was
assigned to U.S. District
Judge Sharon Gleason, a
2012 appointee of former
President Barack Obama.
Peltola spokesperson Harry
Child said in a statement
that the lawsuit was a “despi-
cable political threat to over-
turn an election.
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Seven missing after multi-storey
building collapses in Kenya's capital

A search and rescue effort is
under way to find seven peo-
ple feared trapped under
rubble after a building col-
lapsed in the Kenyan capi-
tal, Nairobi. Dramatic
footage shows the bottom
floor of the block, thought to
have been 16 or 18 storeys,
giving way before the rest of
the building crumples, send-
ing a plume of dust into the
surrounding streets. Dozens
of builders had been work-
ing on the upper floors
when it collapsed, but man-
aged to emerge largely
unscathed. Those missing
were thought to have been
in shops that had opened at
the base of the building. The
incident has raised fresh
concerns about construc-
tion standards and regula-
tions in Kenya. The block
was under construction
when it collapsed on Friday
afternoon, with footage
showing scaffolding still
wrapped around the outside
of the building. Officials
said 11 shops had already
opened on the bottom floors.
Interior ministry official
Kipchumba Murkomen said

B A search and

rescue effort is under

way to find seven
people feared
trapped under rubble
after a building col-
lapsed in the Kenyan
capital, Nairobi.

66 of the 67 construction
workers in the building at
the time had been able to get
out unharmed, while the
other had suffered injuries
that were not life-threaten-
ing. Images from the scene,
in Nairobi's Eastleigh area,
show the concrete floors of
the building piled on top of
one another, as rescue
workers saw through metal
to get to those believed to
have been stuck under-
neath. Rescue efforts have
been complicated by con-
cerns that excavation using
diggers could limit the sup-
ply of air to those trapped,
prompting emergency

responders to cease using
them, according to the Daily
Nation newspaper.
Questions have emerged
about why the building sud-
denly collapsed and
whether it met planning
regulations. Kenya's
National Construction
Authority said in a state-
ment that it had identified
the company behind the
development, as well as the
architect and structural
engineer, but did not say
whether the site had been
inspected before Friday.
Nairobi Governor Sakaja
Johnson told local media
that the owners of the build-
ing did not have the
required paperwork for the
building to be occupied. He
urged the national govern-
ment to give local authori-
ties greater powers to
penalise "developers who
disregard approved build-
ing plans and safety stan-
dards". Building collapses
are not uncommon in
Nairobi, with poor con-
struction or improper plan-
ning often cited as con-
tributing factors.

STUDENT MOVEMENT TAKES
SERBIA'S VUCIC TO THE WIRE
IN NECK-AND-NECK ELECTION

If Sunday's parliamentary
elections really are a battle
for the heart of Serbia, then
who better than a cardiolo-
gist to be one of the leading
figures in the race. Ilija
Srdanovic appears an
unlikely opponent for
Serbia's long-serving
leader, Aleksandar Vucic,
arriving for an interview
by motorbike sporting a flu-
orescent yellow jacket
emblazoned with pro-stu-
dent slogans. He has been
selected as top candidate
for an opposition move-
ment posing the most seri-
ous challenge to Vucic
since the Serbian
Progressive Party (SNS)
entered government in
2012. The Student List has

emerged from almost two
years of anti-corruption
protests led by young
Serbians, outraged by the
deaths of 16 people when a
railway station's canopy
collapsed in Serbia's second
city Novi Sad. What you
need to know about Serbia's
pivotal election Instead of
running for office them-
selves, student-led assem-
blies at the country's uni-
versity faculties have cho-
sen 250 candidates to stand
in the parliamentary elec-
tion, with Srdanovic, pro-
fessor at Novi Sad
University, heading the
list. "It is absolutely normal
to stand with my students
to help them in their fair
struggle," Srdanovic told .

ARREST MADE AFTER FIRE AT HITLER'S
MOUNTAINTOP EAGLE'S NEST RETREAT

Police in the southern
German state of Bavaria have
detained a suspect during a
fire at Adolf Hitler's Alpine
mountain  retreat, the
Kehlsteinhaus, also known as
the Eagle's Nest. Dispatchers
in Traunstein received a fire
alarm from the building at
21:15 local time (19:15 GMT)
on Friday and firefighters
found it engulfed in flames.
Difficult terrain was hinder-
ing efforts to extinguish the
blaze and it was still burning
early on Saturday, police
said, with some 200 emer-
gency personnel deployed.
There were no reports of
injuries. The retreat, above
the town of Berchtesgaden,
was one of several buildings
in the area used by the Nazi
dictator and his entourage
during World War Two.
Hitler and top Nazi officials
used his nearby Berghof resi-
dence to plan the invasion of
the USSR in 1941 and the
whole complex was consid-
ered one of his headquarters.
He also used the area as a
backdrop for propaganda
films portraying him as a
lover of animals and nature.

A criminal investigation is
under way to determine
whether the suspect is con-
nected to the fire. Completed
by the Nazis in 1938, the
Eagle's Nest, which sits at an
elevation of around 1,800m
(5,900ft), escaped destruction
after their defeat in 1945.
Since then, it has become a
popular tourist destination
and houses a mountain inn. It
serves as "a cautionary
reminder of the abysses of the
inhumane Nazi dictatorship",
according to its official web-
site. During WW2, Hitler and

his followers were responsi-
ble for the deaths of tens of
millions of people, including
the mass murder of European
Jews. Homosexuals, gypsies,
the disabled and ethnic
minorities were sent to con-
centration camps and put to
death. There has been a wider
debate in Germany and
Vienna over whether to pre-
serve, repurpose or demolish
buildings connected to Hitler.
While some say these build-
ings should be preserved for
historical reasons, others
have raised concerns that

they could be used as monu-
ments or places of pilgrimage
for neo-Nazis and far-right
extremists. In June, Berlin
authorities announced they
would tear down one of
Hitler's bunkers - described at
the time as "the power centre
of Nazi Germany" - to build
flats and offices on the site.
Those critical of the plans
said the bunker had "signifi-
cant historical value" and
that it should have been
turned into a museum and
memorial site with an exhibit
about the end of the war.

Father who killed Oregon school
gunman describes anguish over
children he couldn't save

A father who fatally shot a
gunman at his daughters'
school in the US state of
Oregon has described his
anguish over being unable
to save more pupils after
"hearing children plead-
ing for their lives". Three
students and a teacher
were Kkilled by a 16-year-
old former student at
Silver Rail Elementary
School earlier this month.
The attacker was then
killed by Kaylub
Giamanco. "I want to apol-
ogise for not saving their
babies," Giamanco, who
has been hailed as a hero,
said of his thoughts for the
parents of the children
killed, in an interview
with  Oregon  Public
Broadcasting (OPB) that
aired on Friday. "The grat-
itude for saving people's
children is awesome, but
there were ones that I did-
n't save." Giamanco, 36,
said he wanted to meet the
victims' families and "cry
with them and hold them".
He credited a teacher who
fought the attacker with
giving him the chance to

intervene without losing
his own life. "I would love
to give her a hug because
that's a real true hero," he
said. The students who
were killed were all boys,
aged five, eight and 11.
They were among six peo-
ple in total who were shot
in a classroom at the
school, police said.
Alongside the teacher who
was Kkilled, another child
and a teacher were wound-
ed. Giamanco told OPB
that the day of the attack
began with breakfast and
making packed lunches.
He and his wife had spent
extra time getting their
daughters ready because it
was school picture day.

French police arrest 135 people, as tens of thousands protest across country

AUSTRALIAN MP'S CONDITION IMPROVES
AFTER ALLEGED CAR ATTACK

The condition of Helen
Haines, the Australian MP
hit by a car five days ago in
north-east Victoria, has
improved from critical to
serious but stable. The
independent MP, 65, had
both her legs amputated
after what authorities say
was a deliberate attack out-
side her electorate office in
Wangaratta, north-east of
Melbourne, on Monday. In
the latest wupdate on
Saturday morning, the
Alfred Hospital in
Melbourne said Haines was
in a serious but stable con-
dition, the first improve-
ment since she was airlifted
there. Her alleged attacker,
43-year-old Brendan
Nugent, was arrested short-
ly after the incident and has
since appeared in court on
three charges. The politi-
cian's husband, Phil

Haines, said on Wednesday
that the "horrendous inci-
dent" had caused his wife
significant injuries but "her
heart and her mind" were
"in good shape". Nugent,
who was arrested moments
after he allegedly drove his
Toyota LandCruiser into
the MP, appeared in court
to face three charges: dan-

gerous driving causing seri-
ous injury, intentionally
causing serious injury, and
causing harm to a
Commonwealth public offi-
cial. Police said more
charges might be laid,
including attempted mur-
der. His lawyer said his
client had "mental health
concerns" but did not give

any further detail. Victoria
Police has said its investi-
gation, with support from
the Australian Federal
Police, remains ongoing
and a motive is yet to be
established.

Investigators are look-
ing into whether drug use
or medication played a part
in the incident. Nugent's
family has said they were
long-time friends with
Haines. Shortly after the
alleged attack, Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese told ABC televi-
sion that there had been a
"rise in temperature" and
"too much shouting, not
enough  discourse" in
Australia. Haines, known
for stances such as support-
ing stronger climate action,
entered parliament in 2019
after working as a nurse
and midwife.




KHABIB SENDS

POWERFUL
MESSAGE TO
MOVSAR EVLOEV
BEFORE UFC 333

Khabib Nurmagomedov has
supported Movsar Evloev
publicly. This happened just
hours before Movsar Evloev
challenged Alexander
Volkanovski for the UFC
featherweight title. Their
fight headlines UFC 333 in
Abu Dhabi. It is Evloev's
first championship opportu-
nity in the UFC. The retired
lightweight great wrote via
Instagram Stories and urged
Evloev to stay composed
and move forward. The
retired lightweight great
urged Evloev to stay com-
posed and move forward.
Khabib called on him to
keep his head cool and “only
go forward, brother.”
Evloev enters the fight with
an undefeated record of 20-0,
with 10-0 in the UFC. Khabib

backs Evloev ahead of UFC
333 Khabib Nurmagomedov
shared,

“I really hope that this per-
son will be happy tomor-
row," writing alongside a
photo with Evloev. “Keep
your head cool and only go
forward, brother.” The mes-
sage carries weight in
Dagestani MMA circles.
Nurmagomedov retired
undefeated with 29 wins and
0 losses and is still consid-
ered one of the icons of the
sport. While Evloev has con-
tinued on the same path of
patient grappling, disci-
pline, and unbeaten momen-
tum. Movsar Evloev enters
Saturday's main event at 20-
0, including 10-0 in the UFC.
He has long been viewed as
one of the most difficult sty-

listic tests available to
Volkanovski, even if his
decision-heavy approach
has divided fans.
Volkanovski and Evloev set
for a fiveround war
Alexander Volkanovski, 28-
4, is making the second
defence of his second reign
as featherweight champion.
He arrives after consecutive
title-fight wins over Diego
Lopes, while Evloev has
waited years for the oppor-
tunity now in front of him.
Both men made weight on
Friday. Volkanovski regis-
tered 144.5 pounds, with
Evloev hitting the 145-pound
featherweight limit exactly,
confirming their five-round
main event. The champion
has acknowledged Evloev's
strengths but dismissed the

idea that the
challenger can

take his belt.
Evloev, in turn,

has promised to
prove he can “do
anything” inside
the Octagon. A his-
toric double champi-
onship card sets the
stage for UFC 333 UFC
333 also features Petr
Yan's bantamweight
title defence against
Merab Dvalishvili in
the co-main event,
completing a rare

double champi-
onship card. For
Evloev, Khabib's

backing adds anoth-
er layer to a fight
already rich with
meaning.

Tilak Varma made an
unbeaten 51 from 26 balls to
guide India to a four-wicket
win over New Zealand with
only one delivery to spare
Saturday in the second
Twenty20 cricket interna-
tional. India took a 2-0 lead
in the five-match series. It
won the opener by four
wickets with two balls
remaining. The second
match appeared to be slip-
ping away from India when
New Zealand captain
Mitchell Santner took 4-21
through the middle of the
innings but the tourists
again found a way to win
against the odds. Tilak came
to the crease with 112 runs
still needed to overtake New
Zealand's total of 180-5. He
put on 42 for the sixth wick-
et with Naman Dhir (31),
then guided India home in
an unbeaten stand of 69 with
Nitish Kumar Reddy for the
seventh  wicket. India
showed off its depth after
losing hard-hitting opener
Sanju Samson early and
teenage sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi getting out
for only 4 in his first T20
innings in the Southern
Hemisphere. With five
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Tilak Varma's Unbeaten 51 Fuels India's
Four-Wicket Win In 2nd T201

overs to go, India needed 68
runs to win with four wick-
ets in hand and the odds
seemed to favor a New
Zealand victory. But as
Varma and Reddy stayed
composed in pursuit of vic-
tory, New Zealand's bowling
and fielding faltered in the
last few overs. India took 13
from the 16th over, nine
from the 17th, 17 from the
18th and 18 from the 19th
over as Tilak struck the last
ball of the over for six. That
left the tourists needing 11
runs to win from the last
over. Tilak hit a boundary
from the second ball bowled
by Jacob Duffy and, after a
wide made the batters' task
easier, India completed its
chase with a ball to spare. "I

feel that every individual
in our game is a match-win-
ner," India captain Shreyas
Iyer said. "Today we saw
the example of that.
"Honestly speaking, when
we lost consecutive wickets
we thought that the game
was going away from us but
Tilak and Reddy showed
immense character."
Earlier, Glenn Phillips and
Bevon Jacobs made half
centuries in a 116-run,
fourth-wicket partnership
which allowed New
Zealand to reach 180-5 after
a poor start. New Zealand
lost three wickets in the
first, six-over power play,
including those of openers
Tim Seifert (7) and Finn
Allen (16).

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi Included In India's Playing
XI vs New Zealand But Gets New Batting Position

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi on
Saturday finally made a
return to India's playing XI.
After playing for India in
the semi-final and final of
the 2026 Asian Games, the
youngster warmed the
bench during the five-
match T20I series against
West Indies. He also sat out
the first T20I against New
Zealand. Just when it
seemed that the teenager
would continue to remain
on the sidelines, Ishan
Kishan was ruled out of the
second game against the
Blackcaps due to injury,
prompting the Indian team
management to make space
for the 15-year-old. India
captain Shreyas Iyer won
the toss and opted to bowl
first against New Zealand

in the second T20I at
Hagley Oval, Christchurch.
While talking about the
team changes, the skipper
revealed that Sooryavanshi
would bat at the No. 3 posi-
tion. "Ishan is injured, so
Vaibhav comes in for him.
He is going to bat at num-
ber three," said Iyer. The
India skipper further
revealed that Prince Yadav

replaced Mayank Yadav as
the second change in the
playing XI. "Prince comes
in for Mayank, which is
just a tactical change," Iyer
said. Meanwhile, New
Zealand captain Mitchell
Santner said, "They (India)
are a very good team, and I
think we missed the mark
slightly (in the first T20I).
That comes from the way

they approach their game.
It was a great game of crick-
et in the end. Losing in the
last over is disappointing,
but there were obviously
many positives. We need to
execute the small details
better and see what hap-
pens." Talking about the
team changes, Santner
said, "(Jacob) Duffy comes
in for (Adam) Milne. With
the number of games we
have coming up, not just
T20s but one-day interna-
tionals as well, there will be
some rotation among the
senior players, especially
with a lot of Test cricket
coming up. It is nothing to
do with performance; it is
just a bit of rotation, and we
will see what Duffy can do
tonight."

Bodhana Sivanandan Scripts History, Becomes
Youngest Female International Master

Indian-origin English chess

player Bodhana
Sivanandan has become the
youngest female

International Master (IM)
at the age of 11, breaking a
38-year-old record set by
Judit Polgar. Sivanandan,
who hails from Harrow in
north London, needed only
a few rating points to quali-
fy for the open IM title and
break Polgar's record, while
also securing a place among
the 10 youngest IMs of all
time. "Congratulations to
11-year-old Bodhana
Sivanandan on becoming
an International Master
with a finalround win at
the European Women's
Chess Club Cup 2026!" the
European Chess Union
wrote on X. "Bodhana deliv-
ered a fantastic perform-

B Sivanandan, who
hails from Harrow in
north London, needed
only a few rating points
to qualify for the open
IM title and break
Polgar's record, while
also securing a place
among the 10 youngest
IMs of all time.

ance, scoring 5.5/7 on Board
1 for She Plays to Win
Lionesses, making her the
youngest female player in
history to earn the IM title,"
it added. At this week's
European Women's Chess
Club Cup, Sivanandan
came close to drawing her
opening-round match
against Russian
Grandmaster Aleksandra

Goryachkina before defeat-
ing Belarusian
International Master Olga
Badelka in the third round
to take her rating to 2399.4.
She then drew against
Georgian Grandmaster
Nino Batsiashvili in the fol-
lowing round. However,
her 32-move victory over
Sweden's Woman
International Master

Viktoria Johansson helped
her achieve the distinction
and join the list of the 10
youngest IMs of all time.
The list includes India's R
Praggnanandhaa and D
Gukesh, Uzbekistan's
Nodirbek Abdusattorov,
Argentina's Faustino Oro,

Turkey's Yagiz Kaan
Erdogmus and Russia's
Roman Shogdzhiev.

"WE TAKE BOWLERS AS VICTIMS":

BHUVNESHWAR KUMAR'S REFRESHING
VERDICT ON MODERN T20 CRICKET

India pacer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar said having no
expectations from himself
and focusing on the work
at hand helped him navi-
gate his four-year absence
from international cricket,
adding that his preparation

never suffered despite
being away from the
national team.

Bhuvneshwar returned to
the national setup after a
four-year absence earlier
this month when he was
called up for the fifth T20I
against the West Indies in
Bengaluru as a replace-
ment for injured Arshdeep
Singh. However, the match
was abandoned due to rain.
H e

finally got a chance to bowl
in the first T20I against
New Zealand. Speaking in
a video shared by the
Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI), the
experienced pacer said the
key to his approach over
the last three to four years
had been staying in the
present rather than worry-
ing about the future. "The
headspace I am in is very

simple. I have no expecta-
tions of myself. I think
that's how things worked
out for me in the last 3-4
years. No expectations; just
keep doing your work.
Generally, we talk about
being present; we don't
think about the future. I
think that's the headspace I
am in right now. And that
has happened in the last 3-4
years," he said.

arc Marquez

stormed home from

pole position to win
the Australian MotoGP
sprint race on Saturday
and seize control of the
world championship from
Jorge Martin, who
crashed out while chal-
lenging for the lead.
turn3search22 The reign-
ing seven-time world
champion, who dominat-

ed qualifying, had too
much pace onhis Ducati
as he surged to the che-
quered flag ahead of his
brother Alex in the 13-lap

contest.  turn3search2l
The victory put him 10
points clear of fellow
Spaniard Martin in the
standings ahead o the
final MotoGP race ever at
the waterfront Phillip
Island circuit on Sunday.

Jorge Martin Crashes Out

Marc Marquez Wins Australian Sprint As

""We Are Here To
Singh Reveals Mission With Delhi Capitals

As he prepares to embark on his
first formal coaching assignment
in the Indian Premier League
(IPL), former India all-rounder
Yuvraj Singh is clear about
what he wants to achieve
with Delhi Capitals: build a
team that believes in itself,
competes under pressure

and has the conviction to

win the championship.
Appointed Assistant and
Batting Coach ahead of

the upcoming IPL sea-

son, Yuvraj returns to

the Delhi

with a renewed sense

of purpose, joining

Head Coach Sourav

Ganguly, with whom

franchise

he shares a long-standing relation-
ship dating back to the early years of
his international career. Revealing
how the opportunity came about,
Yuvraj said, as quoted in a press
release, “Dada told me, ‘Would you
be my assistant? And I was like, ‘I
have been your assistant for the last
25 years, so I will probably be doing
the same job! “I was very happy to
do it. I have been building myself up
over the last three to four years for
this opportunity. I have worked
with players individually, but being
part of the entire team environment
will be a different experience, and
I'm really excited about it.” For
Yuvraj, the reunion also presents an
opportunity to work alongside
Ganguly once again, this time in a

coaching setup. Having made his
international
Ganguly's captaincy, the former
India all-rounder believes the ability
to create a strong team environment
remains one of his former captain's
greatest strengths. “The best thing I
learnt from Dada was how to create
a good team environment. When he
was captain and I made my debut,
he kept us together. He made us
believe that we could become a great
team and win tournaments outside
India. “He has always been like a big
brother to me, whether it was help-
ing me understand selection, men-
toring me or showing me what it
takes to become a good internation-
al cricketer. I am looking forward to
working with him, understanding

debut under

Win The Championship'': Yuvraj

his insights and sharing mine,” he
said. A two-time World Cup winner
and one of the key architects of
India's triumphs at the 2007 ICC
Men's T20 World Cup and the 2011
ICC Cricket World Cup, Yuvraj
brings extensive experience of per-
forming on the biggest stages. As he
transitions
believes instilling self-belief in
players will be central to his
approach. “At this level, everybody
is skilled and brings something dif-
ferent to the table. But I come from
a place where self-belief is extreme-
ly important. If a franchise has
selected you and given you a posi-
tion in the squad, it means they
believe in you. “You have to believe
that you belong there.

into coaching, he

"COMPARING US TO
BARCELONA IS UNFAIR":
JOSE MOURINHO AHEAD

OF EL CLASICO

Real Madrid coach Jose
Mourinho said it was
unfair to compare his side
to Spanish champions
Barcelona ahead of
Sunday's La Liga Clasico.
Hansi Flick's Barca have
won back-to-back La Liga
titles and lead the top flight,
in which they are unbeat-
en, while Mourinho
arrived this summer after
Madrid went two seasons
without a major trophy.
The panorama has changed
slightly after Barca suf-
fered their first defeat of the
season against Paris Saint-
Germain on Tuesday, while
Madrid have won their last
four matches. Madrid are
third in La Liga, trailing
Barca by six points before
Sunday's meeting at Camp
Nou. "I think the people
who thought a week ago
Barca would thrash us will
keep thinking the same

thing,"” Mourinho told
reporters on Saturday. "I
don't think that just

because of the Paris game,
or Madrid's 4-1 win against
RB Leipzig, they will
change their way of think-
ing." Mourinho highlighted
that he has only been at the
helm for a few months, in
comparison to Flick, who
arrived at Barca in 2024.
"People look at us like a fin-
ished product, but finished
products in football are dif-
ficult because they are
never finished... but they
look at us like we're in an
advanced phase of the
process," continued
Mourinho. "We've been
working for three
months. Out of that, you
can take pre-season when
the players were arriving
back from the World Cup,
and the recent interna-
tional break.
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‘Aadarsha Kutumbam — House No. 47’ Trailer Out Now!
A Gripping Blend of Comedy, Action and Suspenseful

Victory Venkatesh: “I'm sure
you will all love Aadarsha
Kutumbam”

Trivikram Srinivas:
“Aadarsha Kutumbam is a
film that takes a different
direction from what you
might expect”

The much-awaited trailer of
‘Aadarsha Kutumbam -
House No. 47, the prestigious
collaboration between
Victory Venkatesh and the
acclaimed writer-director
Trivikram Srinivas, is now
out, raising expectations for
the film. Produced by S.
Radha Krishna (Chinababu)
under the banner of Haarika
& Hassine Creations, the film
has generated considerable
buzz. The teaser and the
songs ‘Narayanamma’ and
‘Maala’ have already
received an encouraging
response, and the trailer has
further heightened audience
curiosity.Packed with hilari-
ous moments, gripping
action sequences and intrigu-
ing drama, the trailer promis-
es a complete entertainer that
blends family entertainment
with crime-thriller elements.
Written and directed by
Trivikram Srinivas, the trail-
er offers a glimpse into his
distinctive storytelling and
strong writing. Moving
beyond conventional family
entertainment, it combines
comedy, action and suspense
in an engaging manner,
building expectations that
the film will appeal to audi-
ences across all sections.
Victory Venkatesh stands
out with his trademark comic
timing and charismatic
screen presence. His energy
in the action sequences adds
to the excitement, while the
engaging narrative and

entertaining moments make
the trailer even more com-
pelling. Thaman S’s back-
ground score further
enhances the impact, intensi-
fying the action and elevating
the suspense throughout.

GRAND TRAILER LAUNCH
AT MALLA REDDY
VISHWAVIDYAPEETH
The grand trailer launch
event of ‘Aadarsha
Kutumbam - House No. 47
was held at Malla Reddy

Vishwavidyapeeth in
Hyderabad, in the presence of
the film’s cast and crew.
VICTORY

VENKATESH SAID:

“I'm delighted that we are cel-
ebrating this occasion at
Malla Reddy
Vishwavidyapeeth. I hope
you all liked the trailer, and
I'm very happy to see your
wonderful response. I have
many fond memories of my
college days, and those days

will never come back. Make
sure you create beautiful
memories of your own, too,
and work towards fulfilling
your dreams. “College is not
just about earning a degree or
getting a job. It is also about
developing a good character
and becoming a better per-
son. Our film is releasing on
October 30, and I hope all of
you watch it and enjoy it.”

TRIVIKRAM

SRINIVAS SAID:

“‘Aadarsha Kutumbam’ is a
film that may take a different
direction from what you
expect. Instead of a conven-
tional romantic comedy, we
have explored several differ-
ent elements. We have exper-
imented with genres such as
crime comedy and black com-
edy. This is a first-time

attempt for both Venkatesh 4

garu and me, and the
entire process of mak-
ing this film was very
interesting for all of

us. I hope audiences will find

it equally engaging.

“We will meet you all in the-
atres on October 30. I would
like to thank every techni-
cian and actor who worked
on this film, especially
Venkatesh garu. Thanking
producer Chinababu garu is
like thanking our own fami-
ly, and I extend my gratitude
to everyone on his behalf as
well. “Thaman has delivered
wonderful music, and his
background score is particu-
larly fantastic. There are
nearly seven to eight musical
pieces featured in the back-
ground score, and we will be
releasing them soon. Thank
you. Namaskaram.”

ACTRESS
SHETTY SAID:;
“I'm very happy to celebrate
this occasion among stu-
dents. We all make many
plans in life, but life often has
a different plan for us and
continues to surprise us.
Similarly, our film keeps you
curious about what will hap-
pen in the next scene. Every
scene has an element of sur-
prise, and I'm confident that
audiences will thoroughly
enjoy the film. “I'm grateful
to Trivikramgaru for giving
me an opportunity to be part
of such a wonderful film and
for creating memories that I
will cherish forever. It is an
honour to share the screen
with a legend like Venkatesh
garu. Producer Chinababu
garu has been a strong pillar
of support for all of us.
Thaman garu has delivered
excellent music. Like all of
you, I'm eagerly looking for-
ward to October 30.”

SRINIDHI

MUSIC DIRECTOR
THAMAN S SAID:
“‘Aadarsha Kutumbam’ is a
very special film for me. My
favourite film is ‘Nuvvu
Naaku Nachav’, and I enjoy
every scene whenever I
watch it. I have been waiting
for this combination for a
long time. “Sometimes, you
feel that certain stories
should be written by particu-
lar people, spoken by certain
actors and performed by cer-
tain artists. My wish to see
the combination of Jr. NTR
and Trivikram garu came
true with ‘Aravinda
Sametha’. Similarly, I have
always wanted to see the
combination of Trivikram
garu and Venkatesh garu.
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‘Mamma Mia’ Full Song Released
from Romantic Comedy ‘Feel Good’

he makers of the
T upcoming romantic

comedy Feel Good
have released the full song
‘Mamma Mia’, offering
music lovers a vibrant and
refreshing musical experi-
ence that captures the fun,
excitement and sweetness
of young love. Featuring
Suchiith and Aditi
Tripathi, the song blends
catchy music, melodious
vocals and youthful lyrics
to create an energetic
romantic number.
Produced under the ban-
ner of Vishwarupa Films,
Feel Good is written,
scripted and directed by
Dayanandh, with Suchiith
serving as the producer
and one of the lead actors.
The newly released song is
designed to appeal to
young audiences with its
contemporary  musical
style and relatable por-
trayal of romance.
Composed by Sandilya

Pisapati, ‘Mamma Mia’
features vocals by
Tushara Nilaya and

Sandilya Pisapati, while
the lyrics are penned by
Kadali Satyanarayana.
The song stands out for its
lively rhythm, catchy
expressions and modern
vocabulary, incorporating
words such as ‘Vibe’,
‘Sync’, ‘Trend’ and ‘Hype’.
These elements lend the
track a contemporary
flavour, reflecting the lan-
guage, energy and sensi-
bilities of today’s youth.

The song captures the
playful side of falling in
love, highlighting the
excitement, friendship,
confidence and positive
energy associated with
young relationships. With

its upbeat composition
and engaging presenta-
tion, ‘Mamma Mia’ aims
to connect with younger
listeners and music enthu-
siasts.

Apart from Suchiith and
Aditi Tripathi, the film
features Ravuri Priyanka,
Likith, Randhir Vasudev,

Saiphani and Divya
Mohan in key roles.
The technical team

includes Mahikanth as the
Director of Photography,
Dayanandh as the editor
and Ramgopal Reddy as
the art director. Vamshi
has handled the publicity
design, while Phoenix

Studios is responsible for
PR marketing.

Currently in the post-pro-
duction stage, Feel Good is
gearing up for release
soon. The makers are
hopeful that the release of
‘Mamma Mia’ will further
build audience interest in
the film, particularly
among young moviegoers
who enjoy contemporary
romantic entertainers.
With its youthful musical
appeal and refreshing
romantic vibe, ‘Mamma
Mia’ is expected to serve
as an engaging musical
introduction to the world
of Feel Good.

Rayavalasa Makes a Splash at New York’s Times Square;
Vishwak Sen Launches Maa Ooru Rayavalasa Song

Produced by Gopi Krishna
Jayanthi under the Raysun
Productions banner,
Rayavalasa is directed by
. Radhika Jayanthi. The film
. features Karthik Jayanthi
. and Sreesha Nulu in the lead

TRIPTII DIMRI
STUNS WITH HER
ELEGANT CHARM

ripti Dimri, who is
coming up with Spirit

promotional campaign. The
visuals of the film’s first sin-
gle, ‘Ringudu Ringudu’, were
showcased on a billboard at
the iconic New York Times
Square, bringing the rustic

glowing makeup and a cou- charm of an Andhra folk

alongside

. plg qfrmgs finish the look. the .Outﬁt.' roles, alongside noted song to one of the world’s

. starring Prabhas, lqas Spirit, d1recteq by Sandegp Detgﬂed Wlth. actors Anita Chowdary, most celebrated landmarks.
built a loyal fan base with Reddy Vanga, is her next big 1ntr%cate silver Ravi Varma, This innovative promotional
performances that balance release, and fans are eagerly motifs and ornate Jayaprakash, Kasi initiative is particularly

quiet intensity and range.
Bulbbul and Qala earned her
strong critical praise, while
Animal made her a national
name. Bad Newz and Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 3 added more hits
to her list.

She clicked at an event , she
wore an ITRH saree in an icy
blue shade that fades into
soft lilac, covered in fine
sequins. She paired it with a

waiting. For the Maa Behen
trailer launch, Triptii
embraced timeless ethnic
dressing in a striking royal
blue ensemble by Anjana
Bohra. She wore the label’s
Mrigesha Anarkali Set,
priced at 36,000, and the look
was nothing short of regal.
The flowing floor-length
anarkali featured soft gath-
ers, a flattering sweetheart

borders, the dupatta
added depth, texture
and old-world charm
to the monochrome

blue palette. The back-
less detailing of the
kurta, finished with

dramatic tassel accents
and gold embellish-
ments, brought a playful
contemporary twist to the
otherwise classic silhou-

noteworthy for a film mark-
ing the debut of both its lead
actor and director. With its
distinctive approach to pro-
motions, the Rayavalasa
team is striving to carve out a
unique identity in the indus-
try. Arjun Bala has com-
posed the music, while the
story is written by Rakhi.
Kittu has handled the cine-
matography, and renowned

. Viswanath, and others in
. pivotal roles. The film’s
first single, ‘Ringudu
. Ringudu’, an authentic

Andhra folk number, has
received an encouraging
response on social media.
Sung by popular playback
| singers Dhanunjay and
Sahithi Chaganti, the song
' has already garnered over
1.2 million views, continu-

is good, and the song is fan-
tastic. Rahul has sung it bril-
liantly. My best wishes to the

ing the song. Adding to its
appeal, the track has been
rendered by Rahul Sipligunj,

strapless. sweetheart cprset neckline and full sleeves that  ette. The movement qf the ing to gain traction among the celebrated singer who entire team.” Taking the editor Garry BH is in charge
blouse_ in pu?ple, richly adde(_i graceful structure to ta_ssels palrleq beautifully music lovers. The makers lent his voice to the Oscar- vibrant sounds of rural of editing. Set against a rural
embellished with crystals. the silhouette. However, the  with the fluidity of the out- have now unveiled the winning song ‘Naatu Naatw’. Andhra Pradesh to an inter-  backdrop, Rayavalasa

The pallu falls over one arm,
while her long dark hair
flows in loose waves. Soft,

true highlight of the ensem-
ble was the richly woven
Banarasi dupatta draped

fit, creating a look that felt
festive, elegant and youth-
ful all at once.

film’s second single, ‘Maa
Ooru Rayavalasa’, with Mass
Ka Das Vishwak Sen launch-

Speaking after launching the
song, *Vishwak Sen said,*
“The content of Rayavalasa

national audience,
Rayavalasa has made a
notable impression with its

weaves together love, friend-
ship, family bonds, and
heartfelt emotions.

KRITHI SHETTY’S NATURAL
CHARM WINS HEARTS

K rithi, who is coming
up with the Telugu

film January 12
Vidudala, the Tamil film
Genie and Hindi debut
Hum Tere Pyaar Mein, has
built her fan base with natu-
ral acting and an easy,
friendly presence. In this
sunlit picture, Krithi wears
a bright pink ribbed knit
cardigan over a black top.
She adds dainty hoop ear-
rings with pearl and
turquoise stones and lets
her long wavy hair fall
loose, smiling with her eyes
closed. Her last couple of
years have brought a few
flops, so every release now
matters a lot for her career.
With January 12 Vidudala,
Genie and Hum Tere Pyaar
Mein lined up, the big ques-
tion is whether any of them
will actually turn into a hit.

resh from her

Vietnam holiday,
Meenakshi Chaudhary
is back in glam mode in
a navy blue gown with
ruched detailing and a
sweetheart neckline. A
sash wraps around her
neck and falls down one
arm, while a side drape
adds movement.
Sparkling hoop ear-
rings, a slim bracelet
and soft waves complete
the look.
Meenakshi will next
make her Hindi debut
opposite Akshay Kumar
in the comedy sequel
Bhagam Bhaag 2. She
also has the Telugu
mythological thriller
Vrushakarma with Naga
Chaitanya, where she
plays an archaeologist.

GOWN LOOK

MEENAKSHI PICKS A SLEEK NAVY

VISHWADEV TO HEAD A NEW
FILM, PRODUCTION NO. 1 OF
SRI TULASI CREATIVE WORKS

ishwadev, who
V shot to fame with
the film “35 Chinna
Katha Kaadu,” is
all set to headline anoth-
er new project. The film
will be produced under
the banner of Sri Tulasi
Creative Works as its
Production No. 1.
Gangadhar, known for
the film
“Mukhachitram,” will be
producing the project,
while Narsi Rajagiri
makes his debut in
Tollywood as a director
with this film.
The makers announced
the project today.
Featuring a fresh and
unique concept, the film
is being helmed by the
talented newcomer Narsi
Rajagiri and is expected
to capture the audience’s
attention.
It is noteworthy that

Gangadhar, who earned
recognition and apprecia-
tion for directing the dis-
tinctive film
“Mukhachitram,” is now
stepping into the role of a
producer with this proj-
ect.

The makers will reveal
more details about the
film soon.
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