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Total pilgrims :66,404
Tonsures : 20,856

Hundi kanukalu: 4.63 CR
Laddu sale... 4.15 Lac
Annaprasadam..1.82 Lac
Ashwini hospital..2,752
Present Situation on 09-
10-2026:

Waiting Compartments..16.

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam
(with out SSD Tokens)...8-12 H.

INBRIEF

| RAILWAYS GANGEL TRAINS
AHEAD OF DELHI PROTEST

New Delhi, Oct. 9: Indian Railways has
cancelled and rescheduled several
trains scheduled to arrive at New Delhi
and Hazrat Nizamuddin stations on
October 10, citing anticipated traffic
congestion due to a proposed protest
in the national capital. The affected
services were scheduled to arrive
between 4 am and 2 pm on Saturday.
The Railways said the precautionary
measures were intended to minimise
inconvenience to passengers. Eastern
Railway has cancelled the 12301
Howrah-New Delhi Rajdhani Express
and the 12313 Sealdah-New Delhi
Rajdhani Express, both scheduled to
depart on Friday. Two Mumbai-
originating services have been
rescheduled by five hours. These are
the 12951 Mumbai Central-New
Delhi Tejas Rajdhani Express and the
12953 Mumbai Central-Hazrat
Nizamuddin service.

Other cancelled trains include the
20155 Dr Ambedkar Nagar-New
Delhi, 09309 Indore-Hazrat
Nizamuddin, 12415 Indore-New Delhi,
12247 Bandra Terminus-Hazrat
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Elections Overhaul

NSBOKERMEE As Opposition Accuse
Meloni Of 'Scam'’

CM Revanth Reddy
pushes smart

transport

Hyderabad =

TSIT BUREAU:

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy
has directed officials to improve
public transport, road connectivi-
ty and recycled water utilisation
in the CURE area, emphasising
advanced technology and faster
project execution.

At a review meeting on Friday,
he asked officials to study global
Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) sys-
tems and prepare plans to connect
congested residential and indus-
trial areas with Metro, MMTS and
bus stations.The Chief Minister
directed officials to accelerate fly-
over and underpass works,
improve traffic arrangements
around KBR Park and expedite the
flyover from Nagarjuna Circle to
Jubilee Hills Check Post. He also

Nizamuddin and 12957 Sabarmati-
New Delhi services.

asked them to study construction

in CURE

technologies used in Mumbai to
complete new projects within a
year.Officials were instructed to
examine a radial road parallel to
the proposed Hyderabad-Mumbai
bullet train route and explore
road-widening and connectivity
options between Shankarpally and
Chevella.

Reviewing recycled water
plans, officials informed him that
infrastructure was being planned
to utilise 500 million litres per day.
Revanth Reddy directed them to
expedite treated-water supply to
Bharat Future City, data centres
and industries in Chandanvalli
and AluruHe stressed coordina-
tion among municipal corpora-
tions, HYDRAA, the Water Board
and Hyderabad Growth Corridor
Limited for effective implementa-
tion of the CURE Act.

TVK wins both TN bypolls in
endorsement of CM Vijay govt

Chennai: Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK) won the
Madurantakam and
Dharapuram Assembly
bypolls in Tamil Nadu,
defeating its DMK rivals
and strengthening the
political position of Chief
Minister C. Joseph Vijay’s
government.

Maragatham Kumaravel
won Madurantakam by
17,554 votes, polling 61,470
votes against DMK candi-
date Paranthaman’s 43,916.
ATADMK candidate
Ganitha Sampath secured
38,770 votes. The constitu-
ency recorded an 86.26 per
cent turnout, with 1,84,413
of 2,13,788 registered voters
exercising their franchise.
Counting was completed in
21 rounds, with 27 candi-
dates contesting the seat.In
Dharapuram, Sathyabama

defeated DMK candidate
Sukanya by 10,196 votes.
She secured 62,596 votes,
while Sukanya received
52,400. ATADMK candidate
Bhanumathi finished third
with 41,078 votes.
Dharapuram recorded an
80.30 per cent turnout,
with 1,79,314 of 2,23,306 reg-
istered voters casting their
ballots. Counting took

place over 23 rounds, with
22 candidates in the fray.
The bypolls were necessi-
tated after the sitting
ATADMK legislators
resigned and joined the
TVK, triggering contests in
both constituencies. The
campaign involved the
TVK, DMK, ATIADMK, Left
parties and Naam Tamilar
Katchi.
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INDIA Bloc Seeks CEC

Gyanesh Kumar’s Resignation

New Delhi = TSIT

The INDIA bloc on Friday
submitted a joint memoran-
dum to President Droupadi
Murmu seeking Chief
Election = Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar’s resigna-
tion and suspension of the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

The development came
amid heightened tensions
ahead of the October 10 pro-
test in Delhi. The Supreme
Court observed that the
right to association and
peaceful protest is a funda-
mental right, directing

BJP wins 8, SP 2 of
UP’s 10 Rajya Sabha
seats unopposed

Lucknows TSIT

Eight candidates of the BJP and
two of the Samajwadi Party (SP)
have been declared elected
unopposed to the Rajya Sabha in
Uttar Pradesh.The unopposed
elections were declared after the
nomination papers of two
Independent candidates were
rejected during scrutiny, and no
other candidate remained in the
fray.As a result, the voting
scheduled for October 16 will no
longer be required. The outcome
also brings an end to the
Bahujan Samaj Party’s (BSP)
representation in the Rajya
Sabha from Uttar Pradesh. The
eight BJP candidates who have
been elected to the Upper House
from Uttar Pradesh are state
Minister Dharm Pal Singh, BJP
state OBC Morcha President
Prakash Pal, Shruti Gangwar,
Vidyasagar Sonkar, Priyanka
Singh Rawat, Radhakant Ojha,
Gopi Krishna Pandey, and Ram
Pratap Singh Chauhan.

Prez sought evidence of “vote chort’,

says Rahul after opposition's meeting on CEC row

New Delhi = TSIT

Congress MP and Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi on
Friday said President
Droupadi Murmu had asked
the opposition delegation to
provide evidence to substan-
tiate its allegations of "vote
chori" (vote theft) following a
meeting over the controver-
sy surrounding Chief
Election = Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar.

A delegation of INDIA bloc
MPs, including Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi,
met the President at
Rashtrapati Bhavan and
submitted a memorandum
alleging electoral irregulari-
ties and an attempt to under-
mine Indian democracy.

The other members of the
delegation were Mamata All
India Trinamool Congress
Chairperson Mamata

Banerjee, J&K  Chief
Minister and National
Conference Vice President
Omar Abdullah, NCP-SP MP
Supriya Sule, CPI-M General
Secretary M. A. Baby, RJD
Rajya Sabha member Prof
Manoj Kumar Jha, CPI
General Secretary D. Raja,
Samajwadi Party MP Rajeev
Rai, and VCK President and
MP Dr Thirumaavalavan
Tholkappiyan.

The meeting took place
after several days of protests
by Opposition leaders
against the  Election

Commission, the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls and alleged
irregularities in the electoral
process. The Opposition has
also been demanding
Gyanesh Kumar’s resigna-
tion.Addressing reporters
after the meeting, Gandhi
said the delegation had
raised concerns about the
alleged role of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, and Chief Election
Commissioner  Gyanesh
Kumar."We submitted a

memorandum to  the
President of India, informing
her that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Chief Election
Commissioner  Gyanesh
Kumar are conspiring to
destroy Indian democracy,"
he said.

Gandhi added that the
President asked the delega-
tion to provide evidence sup-
porting its allegations. "She
asked us to provide evidence
to substantiate what we have
said. We will submit the evi-
dence to her whenever she is
available," Gandhi said. He
described the meeting as satis-
factory, noting that the
President had neither rejected
nor questioned the delega-
tion’s submissions.Gandhi
further announced that the
opposition would approach
the Supreme Court on Monday
with a memorandum to the
Chief Justice of India.

THE MINISTRY OF HOME
AFFAIRS HAS APPROVED THE
TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF

INTERNET SERVICES.

INTERNET SERVICES WILL
REMAIN SUSPENDED WITHIN

A 4-KILOMETRE RADIUS

AROUND THE JANPATH-

KARTAVYA PATH CROSSING
FROM 10 PM. ON OCTOBER 9
TO 10 PM. ON OCTOBER 10.

authorities not to impose a
complete ban on metro ser-
vices. It said metro and other
railway services should
operate under suitable regu-
lations.

Meanwhile, the TUnion

Home Ministry asked States
and Union Territories to
coordinate with Delhi Police
and take preventive mea-
sures to prevent protesters
from mobilising towards the
national capital. The minis-
try cited potential law and
order concerns and called
for realtime intelligence
sharing.

Ahead of the meeting with
the President, Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
recalled Jawaharlal Nehru’s
historic Independence Eve
speech, quoting: “May the
star never set and that hope
never be betrayed.”

SCAN FOR

E-PAPER

CM Naidu assures
BC representation
through TDP

Kondapi = TSIT

Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu has
assured that the Telugu
Desam Party will continue
to support Backward
Classes and ensure their
representation through the
party, responding to the
Supreme Court’s decision
on BC reservations.
Addressing a  ‘Mee
Bhoomi-Mee Hakku’ pub-
lic meeting at Narsingolu
in Kondapi constituency
on Friday, he distributed
pattadar passbooks to
farmers and said the gov-
ernment was issuing
secure passbooks following

Resurvey 2.0. He stated
that 16.48 lakh acres had
been removed from the 22A
prohibited properties list
since the coalition govern-
ment assumed office.

The Chief Minister said
issues relating to Garbha
Kandrika lands in four
mandals of Prakasam dis-
trict were being addressed.
He also announced that the
Pothula  Chenchayya-
Paleru Reservoir project
would be completed within
two years at a cost of
Rs.166.40 crore. The project
is expected to provide irri-
gation to 9,500 acres and
drinking water to 35,000
people in 15 villages.
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Sanjay Jaju Directs Drought
Assessment in Telangana

Hyderabad (TSIT): Chief
Secretary Sanjay Jaju on
Friday directed district col-
lectors to identify drought-

affected mandals and sub-
mit preliminary reports
amid rainfall deficits and
the expected impact of El

Nifo.During a video confer-
ence, he reviewed seasonal
conditions and called for
coordinated measures to
protect farmers, conserve
water and provide rural
employment. He said Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
would consult ministers on
Monday, followed by an
interaction with farmers,
scientists and officials.

Telangana
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DOCUMENTS LOST
|, PUSULURI SRIDIVYA
D/o. PUSULURI GANAPATHI RAO,
Rfo. H.No.22,23,24, Flat No.304,
SVS Swathi Residency, Kranthi
Nagar, Bachupally, Medchal-Malkajgiri
Dist-500080, have Lost Release Deed
Document No.9666/2018 of the
Property bearing Villa No.133,
Situated at Vasanth City, Sy.No.45,
Miyapur Village, Part of Sy.No.79/1 of
Hafeezpet Village, Serilingampally,
Ranga Reddy in transit
at Nacharam on dt.28/09/2026,

if any found pls call 9849411677

FOR
ADVERTISMENT

PLEASE

CONTACT:
9948480279,
7330778889
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Collector Dr.Priyanka Ala Launches Campaign to Eradicate Bonded Lahour

Hyderabad, TSIT: Hyderabad
District Collector Dr. Priyanka Ala
on Friday launched the “Swecha
Ratham” awareness campaign and
directed officials to intensify efforts
to eradicate bonded labour through
public outreach and continuous
monitoring of labour gathering
points. Flagging off the campaign
vehicle at the District Collectorate
in Lakdikapul, she said protecting
workers from exploitation and tak-
ing prompt action on complaints

L} HDFC BANK

Ve undersiland your world

# 5.0.09

Deaxa

Telangana

must be priorities. She also could be used to force people to work
administered a pledge against against their will. Lack of awareness

bonded labour to participants.

and fear of retaliation often prevent

The Collector directed offi- victims from seeking help, she said,
cials to conduct extensive stressing the need to support affect-

awareness

programmes at ed workers.She urged officials to

Borabanda and Yusuf Nagar educate people on identifying bond-

labour

gathering

points, ed labour and reporting suspected

Secunderabad Railway Station, incidents through the helpline 080-
MGBS and CBS bus stand areas. 69434343. Timely information would
Dr. Ala explained that debt, help authorities respond swiftly and
advance payments, threats, provide protection and assistance to
coercion and withholding wages victims, she added.

" B3 =10
poo OWErs, 4 00 ort Hd, opp. to B 0

0I0 A3 aga gerabad, lelangana 0006

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY)
(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002)

Form No.14 [See Regulation 33(2)]
OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY OFFICER - /11
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL HYDERABAD(DRT 2)

1st Floor, Triveni Complex Abids, Hyderabad-500001

DEMAND NOTICE

NOTICE UNDER SECTIONS 25 TO 28 OF THE RECOVERY OF DEBTS & BANKRUPTCY
ACT, 1993 AND RULE 2 OF SECOND SCHEDULE TO THE INCOME TAX ACT, 1961.
RCN72/2023 28.09.2026

Bank of India
Versus
Arria Ventures and Others

To,

(CD 1) Arria Ventures Rep by its Partners Mr.Sriharicharandamaraju And Jyothiguuta
D Mo 7 1 58 Flat Mo 1 207 Divya Shakti Complex, Green Lands Ammerpet,
Hyderabad, Telangana Also At: Godown Address: H.No. 108, Road No.1, Kphb
Colony, Kukatpally, Hyderabad-500072.

(CD 3) Jyothi Gutta D/o Koteswara Rao Gutta, Partner of W/S Aaria Ventures, R/o.
Villa No. 114, 13th Phase, Indu Projects, Kukatpally, Hyderabad-72.

This is to notify thet as per the Recovery Certificate issued in pursuance of orders passed

by the Presiding Officer, DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL HYDERABAD(DRT 2) in

OAI204/2021 an amount of Rs.51,69,319.61 (Rupees Fifty One Lakhs Sixty Nine

Thousands Three Hundred Nineteen And Paise Sixty One Only) long with pendentel-

lite and future interest @ 10.50% Simple Interest Yearly w.ef. 03/04/2021 till realizaton

and costs of Rs.1,23,935/- (Rupees One Lakh Twenty Three Thousands Nine Hundred

Thirty Five Only) has become due against you (Jointly and severally/Fully/Limited),

2. You are hereby directed to pay the above sum within 15 days of the receipts of the

notice, failing which the recovery shall be made in accordance with the Recovery of

Debts Due to Banks and Financial Insfitutions Act, 1993 and Rules there under.

3. You are hereby ordered to declare on an afiidavit the particulars of yours assels on

or bafore the next date of hearing.

4. ‘You are hereby ordered to appear before the undersigned on 02/11/2026 at 10:30

a.m. for further proceedings.

5. In addtion to the sum aforesaid, you will also be liable to pay:

(a) Such interests as is payable for the period commencing immediately after this
notice of the certificate / execution proceedings.

{b) Al costs, charges and expenses incurred in respect of the service of this notice
and warrants and other processes and all other proceedings taken for recover-
ing the amount due..

Given under my hand and the seal of the Tribunal, on this date: 28/08/2026

Sd/- Recovery Officer
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL HYDERABAD (DRT 2)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorised officer of the HDFC Bank Ltd. Under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued demand notice calling upon the below mentioned customers to pay the amount within 60 days from the date of

H.No:1-10-142/B, Chikkadpally Ashok
Nagar, Hyderabad,0, Hyderabad, Near
Andhra Bank, 500020 telangana (Applicant)
2. Vishnu Vardhan Rao Jupudi
H.No:1-10-142/8,chikkadpally, Ashok
Nagar, Hyderabad,0, Hyderabad,
Telangana, 500020- Co-Applicant)

receiptof the said notices.

Details are given as under: -

S No | Custemer Name :,iﬁw"[;:i Notice Amount | Description of Inmovable Properties
1 |1. Krishna Rao Jupudi 09-07-2026 |Rs. 5176714.02% | Schedule of the Immavable property

All that the property house bearing Municipal Housing
No.Pertaining to the ground floor bearing Ne.1-10-142/B to an
extend of 225 Sq.yards out of 450 Sq.yards situated at
Chikkadpallyu, Hyderabad, 500020 within the following
boundaries:- East :: House of G.Anjaiah, West :: House No.
1-10-142/A belongs to Sri J.Hanumantha Rao. Morth:: Road,
South:: House No.1-10-142/A/1 belongs to V.Vijayamma

2 |1. Suresh Ramayanam Aurovilla By
Vimbri Flat No 201, second Floor B Block|
Road No 11, Kavuri Hiflls Madapur,
Hyderabad, 5000:33, Telangana,
+{Applicant)

2. Mohammed Ibrahim

(Co-Applicant)

09-07-2026

Rs. 6626462.29/4

Schedule of the Immavable property

All that the piece and parcel of the property pertaining to HN.4-1-
11/7/A over Plot No.23 Ext.200.Sq.Yards in Sy.No.218 and 219
situated at Christiapally Hio Mahbubnagar Sivar, Mahabubnagar
Dist. Now in Municial Limits of Mahubnagar 509001, Bounded by
East: Plot No.24; West: 20 ft Road; North 15 feet road; South: Plot
No.22.

Note: Tetal extent of 200. Sq.Ft. All that the property house bearing
Municipal Housing Mo.All that the property pertaining to Plot no.
36, in Syno. 4,12,13 and 14 situated at * Srinivas Hills" Salarjung
Karcha Viillage, Parvahtapur Gramp Panchayat Ghatk Manal,
Rangareddy District, bounded by Morth: Plot No. 55, South: Plot
no.57, EastPlotno. 51, West30-00 wide road.

The: borrower having faled to repay the amount, notice is heredy given to the borrower/s and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic
Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of power conferred on him under sub-section 4 of section 13 of the Act read with rule 8 of the
sacurity Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 onthisthe 09th day of October of the year 2026.

The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Acl, in respect of time available, to redeem the

Date: 08-010-2026 Place: Hyderabad.

Authorised Officer HDFC Bank Ltd.

dorel AT et SURYAPET MG ROAD BRANCH (6143)
‘..3’..',.,.. o Ca“t‘!‘i_f?ﬂ}t‘ﬁ" Opposite : Hotel Balaji Grand Lane

MG Road, Suryapet - 508213

POSSESSION NOTICE {SECTION 13(4)}
(For immovable property)
Whereas: The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Canara Bank

Suryapet MG Road Branch under Securitization And Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 (Act 54 of 2002)
(hereinafter referred to as "the Act”) and in exercise of powers conferred under
Section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the security Interest (Enforcement) Rules
2002, issued a Demand Notice dated 06.08.2026 calling upon the borrower Smt.
Late Mamillapally Nirmala, Wio, M Upendra Chary & Legal Heirs 1.5ri
Mamillapally Upendra Chary, Sfo M Appalaiah, 2.Mamillapally Achyuth, Slo.
M Upendra Chary, 3. Mamillapally Uday Raj, S/o. M Upendra Chary H No 1-1-
548M/A, Anjanapuri Colony, Suryapet, Nalgonda Telangana - 508213, and Co-
Borrower Sri. Mamillapally Upendra Chary, Slo. M Appalaiah 1-1-548/1/A,
Anjanapuri Colony, Suryapet Telangana - 508213 to repay the amount mentioned
in the notice, being Rs. 14,77,948.02/- (Rupees Fourteen Lakh Seventy Seven
thousand Nine Hundred Forty Eight and Paise Two only) within 60 days from
the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrower having failed to repay the amount, Motice is hereby given to the
borrower and public in general, that the undersigned has taken possession of the
property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him fher under
Section 13(4) of the said Act, read with Rule 8 & 9 of the said Rule on this 09th
day of October of the year 2026.

The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not
to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to
the charge of the Canara Bank, Suryapet MG Road Branch for an amount of
Rs.14,77,948.02/- (Rupees Fourteen Lakh Seventy Seven thousand Nine
Hundred Forty Eight and Paise Two Only) as mentioned in the Demand Notice
dt.06.08.2026 and interest and bank charges and other expenses thereon.

The borrower’s attention is invited to the provisions of Section 13 (8) of the Act,
in respect of time available, fo redeem the securedassets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

All that the part and parcel of the property All that the piece and parcel of the
House Sy no.791 with H Mo.1-1-548/15 an extent of 485 Sq.Yards Suryapet
revenue Village and with the limits of suryapet, Under the Jurisdiction of District
Registrar Nalgonda and Sub-Registrar Suryapet, bounded as follows On the
North by : Plot of Male Rama Devi, On the South by : Varada Caluva, On the
East by : Plot of Mamillapally Upendra Chary, On the West by : 15 Ft Road

Date : 09.10.2026 Sdl-
Place : Suryapet Authorised Officer

HYDERABAD
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2026
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Public Health First: Food Safety Commissione

Vijayawada/Vishakapatnam

Amaravati, TSIT : Health Secretary
and Food Safety Commissioner G.
Veerapandian has warned hotel and
restaurant operators that strict
action will be taken against viola-
tions affecting public health. He
said the department would provide
reasonable time, training and sup-
port to help businesses comply with
food safety regulations, but negli-
gence would not be tolerated.
Addressing a meeting with hotel
and restaurant associations,
Veerapandian stressed that provid-
ing safe, quality food was a shared
responsibility of food businesses
and the Food Safety Department. He
urged operators to maintain
hygiene in Kkitchens and storage
areas, use quality raw materials
and follow prescribed standards in
food preparation and serving.
Referring to the
Rajamahendravaram contaminated
milk incident, he said even minor
negligence could cost lives. He
advised businesses to immediately
suspend supplies and investigate

Ensure Accuracy and
Timely Completion of

whenever concerns or complaints
arise about food quality. He also
cited unhygienic food storage,
including rodent droppings found at
a school in Kurupam, as a serious
concern.The department has inten-
sified inspections of hotels, restau-
rants and food manufacturing units
over the past six weeks. Director of
Food Safety Arun Babu said inspec-
tions revealed the use of artificial
colours, substandard ingredients,
adulterated paneer, poorly main-

Census-2027

tained kitchens and freezers, and
inadequate pest-control measures.
He advised operators to check expi-
ry dates, store raw and cooked foods
separately, maintain appropriate
temperatures and ensure regular
cleaning. Veerapandian said busi-
nesses could be given two days, 10
days or up to a month to rectify
deficiencies, depending on their
seriousness. Training programmes
would be organised for hotel own-
ers, managers and Kitchen staff.

J&T Jewellery Opens
Vizag Showroom

Programme for Students

Visakhapatnam,TSIT : As part of
Operation Trishul, the EAGLE
Cell conducted an awareness pro-
gramme on ganja and other nar-
cotic drugs at the Food Craft
Institute in the Arilova police sta-
tion limits in Visakhapatnam. The
programme was organised under
the supervision of EAGLE Cell
Inspector Dr. T. Kalyani, follow-
ing directions from EAGLE
Regional Officer and Additional
SP Ch. Srinivasa Rao.Students
were sensitised to the health and
social consequences of drug abuse,
legal penalties and the impact of
NDPS cases on their future. They

were urged to stay away from nar-
cotics and adopt a healthy life-
style. A drug-free pledge was also
administered, and around 75 stu-
dents downloaded EAGLE certifi-
cates.Students were encouraged to
report information about the use,
sale or illegal transportation of
ganja and other narcotics to the
EAGLE toll-free number 1972. Ch.
Srinivasa Rao said EAGLE would
continue conducting awareness
programmes across educational
institutions in Visakhapatnam to
protect young people from drug
abuse and curb narcotics traffick-
ing.

SVIMS Director
Felicitated

Tirupati: Sri
Venkateswara Institute
of Medical Sciences
(SVIMS) Director and
Vice-Chancellor  Dr.
Gudaru Jagadeesh was
felicitated by Nellore
District Cooperative

HYDERABAD
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I EAGLE Conducts Anti-Drug Awareness Ensure Wide Publicity for Teachers'

MLC Voter Registration

Visakhapatnam, TSIT : Senior
Deputy Election
Commissioner Bhanu
Prakash has directed district
collectors to intensify aware-
ness campaigns for voter reg-
istration ahead of elections to
the Krishna-Guntur and East
Godavari-West ~ Godavari
Teachers’ MLC constituen-
cies. Reviewing the election
preparations through a video
conference from Delhi on
Friday, he stressed that every
eligible teacher should be
encouraged to register as a
voter. He called for extensive
publicity through
Information, Education and
Communication activities to

improve awareness of the reg-
istration process. Bhanu
Prakash also issued guide-
lines on the procedures to be
followed for teachers’ MLC
voter registration and
instructed officials to ensure
that the process was con-
ducted transparently, effi-
ciently and in strict accor-
dance with election rules,
without errors. Andhra
Pradesh Chief Electoral
Officer Vivek Yadav,
Additional Chief Electoral
Officers Dilli Rao and
Venkateswara Rao, and col-
lectors of the concerned dis-
tricts participated in the
review meeting.

BJP Leaders Felicitate
Srikalahasti DSP

Srikalahasti: BJP
leaders of
Srikalahasti
Assembly constitu-
ency felicitated
newly appointed
DSP B. Pavani by
presenting  her
with a Kalamkari

Amaravati, TSIT : Registrar General and
Census Commissioner of India Mritunjay
Kumar Narayan directed officials to com-
plete the second phase of Census-2027 with
accuracy, quality and within the stipulated
time frame, ensuring that no household or
individual is left out. Addressing a state-lev-
el conference at the Secretariat on Friday, he
appreciated Andhra Pradesh for successful-
ly completing the first phase and stressed
digital monitoring, effective staff training,
data confidentiality and public awareness of
self-enumeration. Chief Secretary G. Sai
Prasad called for daily reviews and continu-
ous monitoring to complete the population
census within the 55-day deadline.

Value Addition to Boost
Coffee Farmers’ Income

Visakhapatnam, TSIT Andhra
Pradesh Principal Secretary
Chiranjiv Chowdhary said value-

Visakhapatnam: Odisha-based
J&T Gem & Jewellery inaugu-
rated its seventh showroom at
the Landmark Building on
Waltair Uplands Road, near
Sampath Vinayaka Temple, on
Friday.Cine actress Nidhi
Agarwal inaugurated the show-
room in the presence of South
Constituency MLA Vamsi
Krishna Srinivas, East

Constituency MLA Velagapudi
Ramakrishna Babu and BJP
Andhra Pradesh State President

P.V.N. Madhav.Managing
Director =~ Suresh  Kumar
Chowdhury and Director

Madhushree Chowdhury said
the company was expanding
beyond Odisha and planned to
open more outlets across
Andhra Pradesh.

SCoR GM Inspects
Vijayawada—-Rajahmundry Section

Marketing Society

Chairman  Gangodi

Nageswararao at the

SVIMS Director’s office.

Nageswararao congrat-

ulated Dr. Jagadeesh on assum-
ing charge as SVIMS Director
and conveyed his best wishes.
He presented bouquets and hon-
oured the newly appointed
director with shawls.On the
occasion, Nageswararao
expressed hope that Dr.
Jagadeesh would strengthen
medical services for the poor
and improve healthcare facili-
ties at SVIMS. He also hoped

that his leadership would
enhance the institution’s repu-
tation and bring greater recog-
nition to Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD).The felici-
tation highlighted the expecta-
tions surrounding the new
director’s tenure, particularly
in improving patient care and
ensuring accessible medical
services for people from eco-
nomically weaker sections.

Joyalukkas to Host

Brilliance

Diamond

Jewellery Show in
Vijayawada

added coffee processing would
help farmers earn better prices
and improve their livelihoods. The
Coffee Board and Andhra Pradesh
Food Processing Society jointly
organised a programme at Paderu
and distributed coffee baby pulp-
ers to beneficiaries under the
PMFME scheme.Officials said the
target for 2026-27 is to distribute
1,000 baby pulpers to eligible farm-
ers. So far, 200 coffee parchment
processing units have been pro-
moted at a project cost of Rs.1.30
crore. Chowdhary urged farmers
to process coffee cherries into

Visakhapatnam, TSIT : South
Coast Railway General
Manager Sandeep Mathur,

accompanied by Vijayawada
Divisional Railway Manager
Mohit Sonakiya and senior offi-
cials, inspected the
Vijayawada-Rajahmundry
railway section to review safe-
ty, infrastructure development
and passenger amenities.

The inspection covered
Eluru, Tadepalligudem,
Nidadavolu, Kovvuru,
Godavari and Rajahmundry

ments. The General Manager
stressed strict adherence to
safety standards and efficient
train operations.

In view of the anticipated
pilgrim rush during the
Godavari Pushkarams,
Mathur inspected major bath-
ing ghats and access routes
connecting Rajahmundry
railway station with the riv-
erfront, including Pushkar,
Markandeya,Shraddhanand,
Saraswati and Gowthami
ghats. He also conducted a

Vijayawada,TSIT:
Joyalukkas has
launched its ‘Brilliance
Diamond Jewellery
Show’ at its Vijayawada
showroom, offering an
exclusive collection of
diamond jewellery from
October 9 to 25, 2026.
The exhibition features
a range of designs, from
bridal jewellery sets to
contemporary everyday

parchment instead of selling them
directly to traders. The initiative
aims to strengthen the coffee pro-
generate local
employment and increase farm-

cessing sector,

ers’ income.

stations,

where
reviewed Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme works,
track maintenance, signalling
systems, yard remodelling and
crowd management arrange-

the team
the
cleanliness,

Brahmanandam Stresses
Power of Literature

Amaravati: Padma Shri
awardee and actor
Brahmanandam high-
lighted the timeless
importance of literature
in expressing human
emotions, preserving cul-

tural heritage and nur-
turing empathy at the
valedictory session of the
Amaravati Literature
Festival (ALF) 2026 at
SRM University-AP.

“Literature is the lan-

guage of human emo-
tions,” he said, emphasis-
ing that stories, poetry
and classical texts pre-
serve human experiences
and the wisdom of gener-
ations despite rapid tech-
nological advancements.
Referring to Telugu liter-
ary figures Vemana, Sri
Sri and Dhurjati,
Brahmanandam stressed
the need to make litera-
ture accessible to people
across generations. He
also highlighted the spiri-
tual and philosophical
significance of works
such as the Bhagavatam
and Bhagavad Gita in
understanding human
values and purpose.

rear-window inspection of

Visakhapatnam section to
assess track conditions, sig-
nalling and
safety.

Rajahmundry-

operational

collections,
traditional craftsman-
ship with modern aes-
thetics.
Dr.
Chairman

blending

Joy Alukkas,
and

Managing Director of
the Joyalukkas Group,
said the exhibition cel-
ebrates the beauty of
diamonds and the
brand’s commitment to
quality and innovative
designs. As part of the
promotional offer, cus-
tomers purchasing dia-
mond jewellery worth
Rs.1 lakh or more will
receive a free gold coin
during the exhibition
period. The show will
be held exclusively at
the Joyalukkas
Vijayawada showroom
until October 25.

RTGS Initiatives Exemplary,
Says Census Commissioner

Visakhapatnam, TSIT
Registrar General and
Census Commissioner of
India Mritunjay Kumar
Narayan has appreciated
the technology-driven ini-

tiatives of Andhra
Pradesh’s Real Time
Governance Society,

describing them as exem-
plary and worth emulat-
ing. During his visit to
the RTGS Centre at the
State Secretariat on
Friday, RTGS CEO
Prakhar Jain briefed him
on its functioning and key

initiatives, including
Data Lake, AWARE,
CCTV 360, Unified

Governance Dashboard
and Mana Mitra. Jain
explained that the Data

Lake integrates data from
various government
departments and uses
Artificial Intelligence to
improve governance and
public service delivery.

AWARE monitors weath-
er conditions in real time
and helps authorities
issue timely alerts during
disasters such as floods
and cyclones.

silk saree, temple seshavastram and teertha prasadam.The pro-
gramme was organised on the directions of BJP State Vice-
President Kola Anand. Party leaders and workers welcomed the
DSP and assured her of their full cooperation in discharging her
responsibilities in the Police Department.Those present included
BJP District Vice-President and Assembly Co-Convenor
Melagaram Subramanyam Reddy, Town President Raghavanaidu
Kuppam Harish Reddy, Rural Mandal President Bagitti
Venkatesh, Thottambedu Mandal President Vedam Krishnayya
and District Kisan Morcha President Kunati Nagaraju.

CONDUCT NAVARATRI
BRAHMOTSAVAMS WITH
GRANDEUR - ADDNL. EO

venkayya choudhary

Addl EO venkayya choudhary addressing
Deputation Staff for Navarathri Brahmotsavam at
Asthana Mandapam in Tirumala...

TIRUMALA, 09 OCTOBER 2026: The TTD
Additional EO Sri Venkaiah Chowdary called upon
the deputed officials and employees of TTD to work
in coordination towards the successful conduct the
Srivari Navaratri Brahmotsavams on a grand
note, akin to Srivari Salakatla Brahmotsavams
held last month. Addressing employees deputed for
Brahmotsavam duties at Asthana Mandapam in
Tirumala on Friday evening, he said the success of
the Salakatla Brahmotsavams was the result of
everyone’s efforts. JEOs Dr Sharath, Sri Gopinath,
CVSO Sri Murali Krishna and officials from vari-
ous departments, Group supervisors from Srivari
Seva attended the meeting.

Expedite Regulatory
Reforms: Chief Secretary

Amaravati, TSIT : Andhra Pradesh Chief Secretary G.
SaiPrasad and Union Steel Secretary Sandeep Poundrik
have directed officials to expedite regulatory reforms
and reduce compliance burdens. At a review meeting
held at the State Secretariat on Friday, they assessed
reforms across five departments. Of the 28 priority
areas, progress is underway in 20, and officials were
instructed to complete pending reforms within the
stipulated deadlines. The proposals include simplify-
ing norms for private schools and universities, reduc-
ing industrial licences and NOCs, enabling MSMEs to
start operations through self-declaration, and simplify-
ing approvals and inspections for low-risk industries.
The Chief Secretary directed departments to complete
pending government orders, legislative amendments
and notifications on time to eliminate unnecessary
approvals, improve ease of doing business and attract
investments. Additional Secretary Sarita Chauhan
Chand attended the meeting.
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Revanth to review

rainfall deficit,
El Nino impact on Oct 12

Hyderabad TSIT BUREAU:
Chief Minister A.Revanth
Reddy will hold a special
meeting with Ministers
on October 12 to review
the impact of El1 Nino and
deficient rainfall in
Telangana, assess diffi-
culties faced by farmers
and discuss immediate
government measures.

The meeting will focus
on agriculture, irrigation,
drinking water supply,
rising electricity demand
and urgent requirements
in areas affected by inad-
equate rainfall. The State
Cabinet recently held
extensive discussions on
the situation.

According to the gov-
ernment, Telangana has
recorded rainfall 17 per
cent below normal amid
the El Nifio impact, with
nearly 235 mandals facing
rainfall-deficit condi-
tions.The State govern-
ment has already adopted
a resolution in the
Assembly appealing to
the Centre for the declara-
tion of drought-affected

Telangana

Hyderabad to Host 85th
Indian Roads Congress from
November 19
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SATG Holds Anti-Doping Awareness Programme

Hyderabad, TSIT: The Sports Authority of
Telangana (SATG), in collaboration with NADA,
organised an anti-doping awareness programme
at Gachibowli Sports Complex on Friday ahead of
Khelo India Youth Games-2026 and NIDJAM.
NADA educator Dr. Neha Singh explained anti-

doping rules, prohibited substances and the con-
sequences of violations, stressing fair play and
integrity. SATG MD Dr. A. Sonibala Devi said the
initiative aimed to promote clean sports and
strengthen awareness among coaches, officials
and athletes.

mandals and adequate
financial assistance. It
has sought a special pack-
age of Rs.20,000 crore.
Chief Minister’s meet-
ing is also expected to dis-
cuss relief measures and
the action plan prepared
by the Cabinet subcom-
mittee. Proposals for an
all-party meeting, along
with advice and sugges-
tions from farmers’ organ-
isations and experts
across various sectors,
are likely to be consid-

HYDERABAD, TSIT: The
85th Indian Roads
Congress (IRC) will be
held at HITEX in
Hyderabad from
November 19 to 22, with
around 3,000 delegates
and 400 exhibition stalls,
Roads and Buildings
Minister Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy said on
Friday.

Reviewing preparations
at the Secretariat, the
Minister directed offi-
cials to coordinate
accommodation, trans-
port, hospitality and
sightseeing  arrange-
ments for visiting dele-
gates. Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy and
Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari are sched-
uled to attend the inaugu-
ral ceremony on
November 19.The con-

vention will bring togeth-
er ministers, senior offi-
cials, engineers, academ-
ics and highway experts
to discuss road construc-
tion, modern technology,
safety and infrastructure
development. Venkat
Reddy said the event
should showcase
Telangana’s infrastruc-
ture capabilities and
investment potential.

On major road proj-
ects, the Minister said
the proposed 12,073-crore
expansion  of  the
Hyderabad-Vijayawada-
Machilipatnam NH-65
into six main lanes and
two service lanes was

awaiting final Central
Cabinet committee
approval. Tendering

would be targeted for
completion within two
months of receiving final
clearances, he said.

ered.

Nalgonda Prepares for EI Nino

Nalgonda: District
Collector B.
Chandrasekhar said con-
tingency plans were being
prepared for agriculture,
drinking water, electricity
and employment sectors to
address the possible
impact of El Nifio.

The Collector informed
Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju
about the preparedness mea-

sures during a video confer-
ence with district Collectors
held from Hyderabad on
Friday to review seasonal
conditions.

Chandrasekhar said 25
mandals in Nalgonda had
received below-normal rain-
fall, while seven recorded
normal rainfall. Despite
declining groundwater lev-
els, there were currently no

drinking water shortages in
the district.He said farmers
had been advised to avoid
paddy cultivation and con-
sider alternative crops such
as green gram and black
gram in view of uncertain
rainfall condiions.

The Collector warned that
some mandals could face
drinking water shortages
during December and
January. He assured the
Chief Secretary that a
detailed contingency plan to
address potential shortages
would be prepared and sub-
mitted to the government
shortly.

After the video confer-
ence, Chandrasekhar con-
tacted district officials and
directed them to coordinate
efforts and take proactive
measures to tackle challeng-
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All Arrangements
for Devotees at
Venkateswara
Swamy Temple
Foundation
Ceremony

Khammam State
Minister Tummala
Nageswara Rao directed
officials to make elabo-
rate arrangements for
devotees attending the
foundation ceremony of
the Sri Venkateswara
Swamy Temple at
Allipuram in
Khammam on October
12. The ceremony will be
performed by Tridandi
Chinna Jeeyar Swamy.
Inspecting the venue
along with District
Collector Divakara T.S.
and Police
Commissioner  Sunil
Dutt on Friday, the min-
ister instructed officials
to provide facilities for
devotees on the lines of
Tirumala, including
queue lines, barricades,
parking, annaprasad-
am, drinking water and
buttermilk.
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E AUCTION SALE NOTICE IN RESPECT OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES BELONGS T0: JANBEE MD

E Auction Sale Nofice for sale of the Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstructions of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security interest Act,
2002 read with Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules under Rule 9 (1) issued now after expiry of 10 days of the Intending sale Notice dated. 29.09.2026 Since all
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Area Of Ground Floor 441sq.Feet, First Floor 441,75 Sq.Feet And Second Floor 149.62sq.Feet L&B 72sq.Feet, In The Land 134.11sq.Yards, Situated At Coolie
Line Basthi, Locality Of Kothagudem Town & Mandal, Bhadradri Kothagudem District(Old Khammam District), 3. Rajaram Alvala, S/0 Ellaiah, Age: 44 Years, Occ:
BadliFiller, 5 Incline(PVK), SCCO Ltd., Kothagudem Area, R/O: DA-964, Ambedkar Basthi, Near Laxmi Talkies, Ramavaram, Kcthagudem, Bhadradri Kothagudem
(Dist). Pin Code:507118.

Description of immovable rogerty: (Property belongs to JANBEE MD : RCC Roofed House Bearing No.5-16-29, Having The Plinth Area Of Ground Floor
441sq.Feet, First Floor 441.75 Sq.Feet And Second Floor 149.62sq.Feet L&B 72sq.Feet, In The Land 1 4.11s?z_‘fards, Situated At Coolie Line Basthi, Locality
Of Kothagudem Town & Mandal, Bhadradri Kothagudem District{Old Khammam District), Registration District , Registration District Khammam And Sub-District
Kolhagudem Bounded As Under:_Towards East: House Of J.Janaiah, Towards West :House Of J. Ramulu, Towards North: Drainage, Towards South:
Existing Road.. Encumbrances, If Any: Nil

Reserve Price of Bid | Auction EMD P rty
Agreament no The Property EMD Amount By way of Sub EMD ::rr:ase Date Submisson lnsr:eP:ﬁon
Rs.18,91,000/- Rs.1,89,100/- ( Rupees | DDinfavour of Date Date
KTGDMTF1409290005| (Rupees Eighteen | One Lakh Eighty Nine [SHRIRAM FINANCE | Rs.15000/- |26-10-2026
Lakhs Ninety One |Thousand One Hundred LTD 26-10-2026 | 24-10-2026
Thousand Only) Only)

The interested bidders required assistance in creating login ID & Password, uploading data, submitting bid, training on e-bidding process
etc., may contact Mfs. Shriram Automall India Limited contact person: Mr.Gaurav Namboodiri <gaurav.n@samil.in> and for any
property related query may contact Shriram Finance Limited Authorized Officer, Mr P.RAJU, Contact No.: 7995070900 , during office
hours and working days.

The Authorised Officer reserves the right to reject any or all bids without furnishing any further reasons. The online auction will be
conducted on website (https:/feauctions.Samil.in/home) of our auction agency Shriram Auto Mall India Limited. and for the place of Tender
Submission/ for obtaining the bid form / Tender open & Auction, please visit the website https://feauctions.Samil.infhome and for
detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer to the link https://www.shriramfinance.infauction provided in the
Shriram Finance Limited website.

Note “Itis informed that “SHRIRAM CITY UNION FINANCE LIMITED" has been amalgamated with “SHRIRAM TRANSPORT FINANCE LIMITED" as per order
of NCLT, Chennai. Subsequently the name of “SHRIRAM TRANSPORT FINANCE LIMITED" was changed as “SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED" with effect from
30.11.2022 vide Certificate of Incorporation pursuant to change of name dated 30-11-2022."

Place: Khammam, Date: 10-10-2026

Sd/- Authorised Officer, Shriram Finance Ltd.
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HSL Wins Five Awards at CCQC-2026

Visakhapatnam,

TSIT.

Hindustan Shipyard Limited
has won five awards, includ-
ing three gold and two silver
medals, at the 26th Chapter

Convention on

Quality

Concepts 2026, organised by
the Quality Circle Forum of

India,

Visakhapatnam

Chapter, on October 8 and 9.
HSL secured gold in the Model
Presentation category for its
Diving Support Vessel, high-

lighting its deep-sea diving
capabilities. It also won two
gold awards in the Case Study
category for an innovative

shaft insertion and installa-
tion technique to improve effi-
ciency, and a manifold-based

pipe spools.

testing efficiency of valves and

Nation/South

personnel monitoring and
access tracking, and the con-
version of a diesel forklift into
an electric forklift. The awards
recognise HSL teams’ efforts
to develop innovative solu-
tions to workplace challenges
and improve operational effi-
ciency. The convention was
held under the theme,
“Leading with Quality for
Sustainable Growth and Self-
Reliance.” HSL said the
achievements reflected its
commitment to quality, inno-

The shipyard received two vation, sustainability and con-
testing method to enhance the silver awards for RFID-based tinuous improvement.

Brahmanandam Stresses Power of Literature

Amaravati: Padma Shri award-

ee and actor Brahmanandam

highlighted the timeless impor-
tance of literature in expressing

human emotions, preserving

cultural heritage and nurturing
empathy at the valedictory ses-

sion of the Amaravati
Literature Festival (ALF) 2026
at SRM University-AP.
“Literature is the language of
human emotions,” he said,

emphasising that stories, poetry

and classical texts preserve

human experiences and the wis-

dom of generations despite
rapid technological advance-
ments.

Referring to Telugu literary fig-

ures Vemana, Sri Sri and
Dhurjati, Brahmanandam

stressed the need to make liter-

ature accessible to people
across generations. He also

highlighted the spiritual and
philosophical significance of
works such as the Bhagavatam
and Bhagavad Gita in under-
standing human values and
purpose.He urged young people
to develop reading habits, stat-
ing that literature nurtures
imagination, emotional aware-

experiences.

Rail Minister Warns Against Illegal
Land Acquisition for High-Speed Rail

The Union Minister for Union Minister for Coal

Railways, Shri Ashwini and Mines,
the Kishan Reddy, to discuss ments and farmers.

Vaishnaw, met

Shri G.

ness and independent thinking.
While technology enhances
human capabilities, he noted,
literature deepens understand-
ing of relationships and diverse

SRM Universiy-AP Vice
Chancellor Prof. Ch. Satish
Kumar said the festival encour-

aged young minds to explore
diverse ideas, cultures and per-
spectives through literature.
The three-day festival, held
from October 7 to 9 under the
theme “Stories for a Changing
World,” was organised by the
university’s Easwari School of
Liberal Arts. Its valedictory
programme featured authors,
journalists, storytellers and lit-
erary content creators discuss-

ing reading, creativity and soci-

ety.The event also included
Prahelika, a quiz competition
for college and university stu-
dents.The festival’s second edi-
tion reaffirmed the university’s
commitment to cultural

logue and holistic education,
highlighting literature’s role in
fostering empathy and under-
standing.

MYSURU DASARA SECURITY TIGHTENED
WITH CCTV SURVEILLANCE AND RESTRIC-
TIONS ON JAMBOO SAVARI VIEWING

exchange, interdisciplinary dia-

Nalgonda Wins
RTI Award

Hyderabad: Nalgonda district has
received an award for outstanding per-
formance in voluntary disclosure of
information under Section 4(1)(b) of
the Right to Information (RTT) Act.

District Collector B. Chandrasekhar
received the award and a memento
from Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla at
Ravindra Bharati in Hyderabad on
Friday. The Collector attributed the
achievement to the dedicated efforts of
district officials, staff, Public
Information Officers (PIOs) and
Assistant Public Information Officers
(APIOs) in effectively implementing
the RTI Act across various depart-
ments. He said the district had demon-
strated commendable performance in
proactively sharing information with
the public, promoting transparency
and strengthening accountability in
administration.

Chandrasekhar also revealed that
Nalgonda ranks second in Telangana
in resolving cases filed under the RTI
Act. He urged officials and staff to
intensify their efforts to ensure the
district secures the top position in
case resolution. The award recognises
the district administration’s commit-
ment to transparency, effective infor-
mation disclosure and improved pub-
lic service delivery.
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Karimnagar Leads in
Smart Power Monitoring

Karimnagar: Karimnagar
Circle has become the first
under Telangana Northern
Power Distribution Company
Limited (TGNPDCL) to
achieve 100% integration of
the Real-Time Feeder
Monitoring System (RTFMS),
with all 82 substations con-
nected to the Supervisory
Control and Data Acquisition
(SCADA) system.TGNPDCL
Chairman and Managing
Director Karnati Varun
Reddy announced the
achievement, stating that the
technology would improve
power supply reliability,
reduce interruptions and
enable faster fault detection
and restoration.

The RTFMS initiative
enables real-time monitoring
of feeder performance, volt-
age fluctuations, power con-
sumption and overloading.
Automated alerts help field
staff identify faults quickly
and take preventive mea-
sures, reducing the duration
of power outages.

So far, 1,005 substations
across TGNPDCL have been
integrated with SCADA. The
corporation aims to integrate
the remaining 419 substa-
tions within the next two
months. Hanamkonda,
Khammam and Komaram
Bheem Asifabad circles are
expected to achieve full inte-
gration soon.

The initiative is being
expanded under the guidance
of Deputy Chief Minister and
Energy Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka, with the
support of Special Chief
Secretary to the Energy
Department Navin Mittal.
Varun Reddy congratulated
the engineers and staff who
contributed to Karimnagar
Circle’s achievement. He said
TGNPDCL was committed to
adopting advanced technolo-
gies to strengthen the distri-
bution network, improve
operational efficiency and
provide consumers with
quality, reliable and uninter-
rupted power supply.

the Hyderabad-Chennai,
Hyderabad-Bengaluru
and Hyderabad-Pune
High-Speed Rail corri-
dors. He clarified that no
land acquisition requisi-
tion has been sent to the
respective state govern-
ments and that any land
acquisition being car-
ried out in the name of
High-Speed Rail at this
stage is illegal.

- The Minister also
noted that alignment
studies for all three cor-
ridors are currently
underway.
- He further stated that
once the alignment is
finalised, the details will
be shared with the
respective state govern-

KITSW Holds Workshop on
Smart System Design

Hanumakonda, TSIT: The Department
of Electronics and Communication
Engineering (ECE) at KITSW, in asso-
ciation with GG_MAAD_SEHAVI
AIOT Solutions, organised a two-day
workshop on “Smart System Design
Using Arduino and Sensors”
October 9 and 10.Around 100 students
participated in the programme, which

Former Bengaluru police commissioner seeks

on

training.

focused on Arduino programming, sen-
sor interfacing, Internet of Things
(IoT) applications and practical project
development.

Aakash, CEO of GG_MAAD_SEHAVI
AIOT Solutions, along with Dhanush
and Mokshith, served as resource per-
sons and provided hands-on technical

Centre's review of Dhruv Rathee’s visa status

BENGALURU, : Former
Bengaluru Police
Commissioner Bhaskar Rao
has written to the Union
Home Ministry seeking a
review of YouTuber Dhruv
Rathee’s citizenship, immi-
gration status and compli-
ance with visa conditions
after his participation in an
anti-Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) protest in
Bengaluru on October 8.

In his letter to the Union
Home Secretary, Rao said
Rathee, whom he believes
holds German citizenship,
attended the demonstration
along with actor Prakash
Raj, Abhijit Dipke, founder of
the CJP organisation, and
others. The protest criticised
the Election Commission of
India’s voter list revision
exercise. Rao, who contested
the 2023 Karnataka Assembly
election as a BJP candidate
from Chamarajpet and lost,
shared the letter on his X
account.He has asked the
ministry to verify Rathee’s
present citizenship and

nationality, the passport
used to enter India, the visa
or other authorisation under
which he is staying in the
country, and the declared
purpose and conditions of his
visit.The former police chief
has also sought clarification
on whether Rathee’s partici-
pation in the protest and his
address at the event were
permitted under applicable
immigration and visa regula-
tions, and whether prior
approval was required.

Rao cited the Foreigners
Act, 1946, visa conditions,
immigration rules, Overseas
Citizen of India provisions
and other applicable laws,
requesting  appropriate

MYSURU, Mysuru is pre-
paring for its annual Dasara
celebrations with an exten-
sive security plan involving
thousands of police person-
nel, surveillance cameras
and special traffic arrange-
ments. Authorities have also
prohibited people from
watching the Jamboo Savari
procession from trees and
weakened buildings due to
safety concerns. City Police
Commissioner Seema Latkar
said more than 6,000 person-
nel would be deployed dur-
ing the festival. The force
will comprise 5,161 civil and
traffic police personnel, 33
KSRP platoons, 25 DAR pla-
toons and 1,500 home guards.

To assist visitors through-
out the 11-day celebrations,
the police will establish 18
assistance centres. The pub-

lic can call the emergency
number 112 for help in
urgent situations.

Traffic movement around
the Mysuru Palace and on
important adjoining roads
will be regulated, with one-
way systems planned on
selected stretches to ease
congestion. Police will also
keep watch on crowds and
public activity through
35,794 CCTV cameras
installed across the surveil-
lance network.

The commissioner said
special attention was being
given to preventing acci-
dents during the Jamboo
Savari, a major highlight of
the Dasara festivities.
Spectators will not be per-
mitted to sit on trees or climb
dilapidated structures to
watch the procession.

Visakhapatnam, Oct. 9:
CARE Hospitals, Health
City, Arilova, has inau-

gurated Andhra
Pradesh’s first Artis zee
Bi-Plane Cath Lab,

strengthening advanced
cardiac, stroke and neu-
ro-interventional care in
the region.

The facility uses two-
angle imaging, 3D guid-
ance and CT-like imag-
ing to help specialists
perform complex proce-
dures with greater preci-
sion. It is particularly
useful in treating select-
ed stroke cases, brain
aneurysms, arteriove-
nous malformations and
other complex vascular
conditions.

The facility was inau-
gurated by
Visakhapatnam East
MLA Velagapudi
Ramakrishna Babu, in
the presence of
Gajuwaka MLA Palla
Srinivasa Rao and
Haresh Trivedi, Regional
CEO - India II, Aster DM
Quality Care Limited,
along with senior doc-
tors and hospital offi-
cials.

CARE Hospitals also
inaugurated a Neuro

Lab, Stroke Unit and
Endoscopic Spine Unit
to expand specialised
neurological and spine
care services.

Hospital representa-
tives said the advanced
technology would help
doctors make more pre-
cise treatment decisions
and provide specialised
care closer to patients’
homes. The facility is
expected to serve
patients from across
Andhra Pradesh and
neighbouring states,
reducing the need to
travel to distant metro-
politan cities for certain
complex interventions.

Senior interventional

CARE Opens Advanced
Cath Lab 1in Vizag

specialists said the
Bi-Plane Cath Lab would
support procedures
involving blocked brain
vessels, complex cardiac
conditions and selected
vascular disorders. In
eligible stroke patients,
endovascular treatment
can help restore blood
flow by removing clots.

The new facilities
strengthen CARE
Hospitals’ capabilities in
cardiac care, neurosci-
ences, emergency stroke
management and mini-
mally invasive interven-
tions, further expanding
Visakhapatnam’s role as
a regional healthcare
centre.

Karnataka to reverify 1.26 cr Gruha Lakshmi
beneficiaries after model code ends

BENGALURU,

: The

action if any violation is
established. He also called for
relevant immigration and
entry-exit records to be pre-
served and examined.In the
letter, Rao said his request
was not motivated by dis-
agreement with Rathee’s
political views or criticism of
the government and the
Election Commission. He
described the appeal as an
attempt to ensure that for-
eign nationals comply with
the legal requirements gov-
erning their stay and activi-
ties in India. Rathee attended
a protest described as a
“Janata Nyayalaya” at
Bengaluru’s Freedom Park
on October 8.

Karnataka government
is preparing to reverify
the records of around
1.26 crore beneficiaries of
the Gruha Lakshmi
scheme, one of its flag-
ship guarantee pro-
grammes. The exercise is
expected to begin after
the election model code
of conduct ends, with
officials having finalised
a fresh verification form
containing additional
questions about benefi-
ciaries’ bank accounts
and identity documents.

The proposed review
aims to correct discrep-
ancies identified in the
implementation of the
scheme and ensure that
financial assistance
reaches eligible recipi-
ents. The verification
process is expected to fol-
low a model similar to
the review undertaken
for the Gruha Jyothi

scheme.

Officials are planning
household visits to col-
lect and cross-check
information. Even if a
beneficiary’s details are
entered through a mobile
application, filling out
the offline verification
form will remain com-
pulsory, according to the
proposed procedure.

The revised question-
naire will seek informa-
tion about bank account

numbers, Aadhaar link-
age and ration card
details. Beneficiaries
will also have to disclose
whether they receive a
retirement pension.
Under the proposed
requirements, the bank
account must be held at a
branch located in
Karnataka, even if the
bank operates across
India. Beneficiaries will
be required to provide an
individual account rath-

er than a joint account.
The account submitted
for the scheme should
not be one against which
a loan has been taken, as
specified in the verifica-
tion conditions.

A ration card number
will be mandatory. Those
whose Aadhaar details
are not linked to their
mobile numbers will
have to complete the
linkage process.

The government
intends to use the exer-
cise to prevent payments
from being transferred to
accounts outside
Karnataka and address
shortcomings in the
existing beneficiary
records. The review is
not intended to enrol new
applicants; it will focus
on checking the eligibili-
ty and documentation of
people already receiving
assistance.

Enumerators and

members of guarantee
implementation commit-
tees are expected to visit
households and record
information in both
physical documents and
digital systems.
Beneficiaries may also be
able to complete the veri-
fication at designated
service centres.

District-level, taluk-
level and Greater
Bengaluru Authority-
level committees have
reportedly been formed
to supervise the exercise.

The process is likely
to begin after the ongo-
ing Special Intensive
Revision of electoral
rolls is completed, as
many  departmental
staff are currently
engaged in election-
related duties. The
final launch will
depend on official
instructions from the
Chief Minister.
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Tamil Nadu ration shops to sell 700
tonnes of onions in third phase

Minister for Cooperation Gandhi Rajan on Friday inspected the consignment that
arrived at the goods railway terminal in Tondiarpet before inaugurating the sale

CHENNAI: The state
government has pro-
cured 700 metric tonnes
of onions for the third
phase of subsidised sales
through 8,914 urban
ration shops and coop-
erative stores, with the
vegetable to be sold at Rs
35 per kg, subject to a
limit of 1 kg per ration
card. Minister for
Cooperation Gandhi
Rajan on Friday inspect-
ed the consignment that
arrived at the goods rail-
way terminal in
Tondiarpet before inau-
gurating the sale.

Woman killed in sus-
pected wild boar attack
in TN's Madurai

The move comes amid
persistently soaring

onion prices, with the
vegetable selling for
more than Rs 50 per kg
at the Koyambedu
wholesale market, while
starting at Rs 60 per kg
in retail shops. The gov-
ernment procured the
latest consignment from

= Tiruparankundram hill festival:
Permission denied for cooking kadambam
rice, public argue outside temple

CHENNAI: A controver-
sy has erupted over the
cooking of traditional
kadambam rice on
Tiruparankundram hill,
Madurai, ahead of the
vel-taking ceremony
scheduled to be held at
the Kashi Viswanathar

Temple on Friday, after
the Archaeological
Department denied per-
mission for cooking food
on the hill.According to
a Daily Thanthi report,
the annual Purattasi fes-
tival at the Arulmigu
Subramaniya Swamy

Onion prices rose
from Rs 20-Rs 25 per kg
in July to Rs 30-Rs 35
per kg in early August
before crossing Rs 50 per
kg by the end of August,
due to supply shortage

In the first phase,
towards the end of
August, the govern-
ment procured 910
metric tonnes of
onions through the
National Agricultural
Cooperative
Marketing Federation
of India (NAFED) and
65 metric tonnes from
NCCF. The state gov-
ernment sold them
through ration shops
at Rs 35 per kg, follow-
ing a limit of 1 kg per
ration card.

theNational Cooperative
Consumers' Federation
of India (NCCF) to con-
tinue supplying onions
at subsidised rates and
reduce the financial bur-
den on consumers, par-
ticularly low- and mid-
dle-income households.

CHENNAI: The Madras
High Court on Friday
orally suggested that the
Directorate of Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption
(DVAC) take no action
against former minister
EV Velu and his son EV
Kumaran till October 15,
2026, on their pleas seek-
ing to quash an FIR over
the alleged excavation of
lake-bed material for a
DMK party conference in
Tiruvannamalai district.
Justice \Y
Lakshminarayanan was
hearing their pleas against
an FIR registered on
September 24, 2026, based
on a complaint by Arappor
Iyakkam to the Director of
Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption (DVAC) on
August 14, 2026.
According to the FIR,
the conference was held
on December 14, 2025, at
Kalaignar Thidal in
Malappambadi on about
124.56 acres owned by
Kumaran. Velu, then
Minister for Highways,
Minor Ports and Public
Works, DMK northern

Cooking kadambam
rice on the hill and dis-
tributing it to devotees
has reportedly been a
long-standing practice
during the festival.

Why was permission
denied to cook the rice?

Permission was sought
to cook kadambam rice
on the hill for this year's
festival. However, the
Archaeological
Department reportedly
denied permission and
imposed seven condi-
tions.

Following the denial,
members of the public
argued in front of the
temple gate. Meanwhile,
a petition has been filed
before the Madurai
Bench of the Madras
High Court seeking per-
mission to cook food on
the hill.

Temple in
Tiruparankundram
includes the vel-taking
ceremony at the Kashi
Vishwanathar Temple
on the hilltop.

Woman Kkilled in sus-
pected wild boar attack
in TN's Madurai
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zonal in-charge and
Tiruvannamalai (South)
district secretary, alleged-
ly supervised the arrange-
ments. Madras High Court

HC denies interim relief
to EV Velu, son in lake-
bed excavation case

The FIR alleged that
lake-bed material was

excavated from
Malappambadi lake
between November and
the first week of December
2025 and transported to
the conference site. It fur-
ther alleged that Velu mis-
used his official position
to facilitate the excavation
and that no permission
had been obtained from

Hon’ble Minister for the School Education Department Distributed Monthly Pension Orders

Madras HC directs DVAC not to act
against EV Velu, son till Oct 15

Justice V Lakshminarayanan was hearing their pleas against an FIR registered on
September 24, 2026, based on a complaint by Arappor Iyakkam to the Director of Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption (DVAC) on August 14, 2026

the revenue, corporation,
or geology and mining
departments. The alleged
role of officials from these
departments is also under
investigation.

The DVAC registered
the case under Sections 61
(2), 316 (5), 318 (3) and 324
(5) read with Section 49 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), and
Sections 13 (2) read with
13 (1) (a) of the Prevention
of Corruption Act. Section
12 of the Prevention of
Corruption Act was also
invoked against private
individuals and others for
alleged abetment.

In this backdrop, EV
Velu and EV Kumaran
sought to quash the FIR
and sought exemption
from producing a certified
copy of the FIR in their
pleas. During the hearing,
the DVAC counsel sought
time to file a counter.
Thus, the court posted the
matter to October 15, 2026
and has now suggested
that DVAC not take fur-
ther action in the case till
October 15.

Democracy When It Suits Him, Disinformation When It Doesn't

New Delhi, 9th October 2026 —
Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy
has launched a sharp attack on
Rahul Gandhi and the Congress
party, accusing them of selectively
respecting constitutional institu-
tions only when they deliver
favourable outcomes.

In a detailed statement, Reddy
alleged that there is a "strange and
dangerous pattern" in Rahul
Gandhi's  political conduct.
Whenever constitutional institu-
tions act in a manner favourable to
him and his party, he praises them
as democratic and credible, but
whenever his party faces public
rejection, he accuses these very
institutions of being corrupt, con-
trolled by the government and
lacking credibility. This selective
approach, Reddy said, has become
a habitual feature of Rahul
Gandhi's politics. The Union
Minister stated that launching
malicious propaganda against
institutions such as the Election
Commission of India, the
Comptroller and Auditor General,
the judiciary and Parliament mere-
ly because they do not act in accor-
dance with one's political interests
reflects the political bankruptcy of
the Congress party. He accused the
Congress of making false allega-
tions and conspiring to weaken
independent constitutional institu-
tions for political gains, and
described the allegations currently
being levelled by Rahul Gandhi
against the Election Commission
of India as part of this larger politi-
cal conspiracy.

Reddy alleged that whenever
constitutional institutions do not
function according to his political
expectations, Rahul Gandhi resorts
to allegations aimed at weakening
their authority and credibility. He
said that repeatedly spreading
falsehoods, organising political
agitations, provoking innocent
youth, creating fear and anxiety
among the public, and attempting
to generate suspicion about the
functioning of legally established
institutions have become routine
elements of Rahul Gandhi's politi-

cal strategy.

The people of this country, Reddy
said, are increasingly recognising
what he considers to be a system-
atic political conspiracy by the
Congress party to exert pressure
on individuals holding constitu-
tional offices through protests,
insult and intimidation, issuing
threats, and subjecting them to
abusive and unparliamentary lan-
guage. Addressing Rahul Gandhi
directly, Reddy said that when the
people of India repeatedly reject
him through constitutionally con-
ducted elections because they do
not have confidence in his leader-
ship, the Election Commission can-
not be blamed for his defeats. He
asserted that it is not the responsi-
bility of the Election Commission
to ensure Rahul Gandhi's electoral
victory or make him the Prime
Minister of India, and that its con-
stitutional responsibility is to con-
duct free and fair elections.
Earning the trust of the people,
securing their support and win-
ning their votes, Reddy said, are
entirely Rahul Gandhi's responsi-
bilities, and unfortunately, he has
completely failed on that front.

Reddy further alleged that when-
ever judgments of the Supreme
Court do not favour Rahul Gandhi's
political position, he resorts to
questioning those judgments and
casting doubts on the credibility of
the country's highest judicial insti-
tution. He stated that the responsi-
bility of the Supreme Court is not
to deliver judgments that suit any-
one's political interests, and that
the duty of the judiciary is to
administer justice impartially, in
accordance with the Constitution
and the law.

Accusing Rahul Gandhi of using
the important and responsible con-
stitutional position of Leader of the
Opposition to pursue narrow polit-
ical objectives through baseless
allegations, Reddy said he is dimin-
ishing the dignity and undermin-
ing the respect associated with that
office. Referring to the Rafale fight-
er aircraft procurement agree-
ment, Reddy said Rahul Gandhi

displayed the same attitude when
the Comptroller and Auditor
General's report was presented in
Parliament. Simply because the
CAG report did not support his
political allegations, he questioned
the credibility of India's supreme
audit institution and even sarcasti-
cally described it as the report of
the "Chowkidar Auditor General."
Reddy asserted that the CAG is not
responsible for producing reports
that validate anyone's political nar-
ratives, and that its responsibility
is to independently and impartially
audit the functioning of the govern-
ment and the utilisation of public
funds.

Reddy also accused Rahul
Gandhi of targeting some of India's
most prestigious educational insti-
tutions through political criticism,
including the Indian Institutes of
Technology, the Indian Statistical
Institute and Central Universities.
By portraying these institutions as
centres of corruption and irregu-
larities, making false allegations
against them, and criticising their
faculty members and officials in a
manner that undermines their
morale, Reddy said Rahul Gandhi
has attempted to damage the repu-
tation and international standing
of India's premier educational
institutions. Instead of recognising

the importance and achievements
of institutions that have earned
respect at the international level,
he has made it a routine political
exercise to question their integrity
and diminish their stature, Reddy
added.

The Union Minister further
alleged that Rahul Gandhi has not
even spared the Central Armed
Forces and the Indian Army from
his attacks and disparaging
remarks. He also accused Rahul
Gandhi of not hesitating to use for-
eign universities, international
platforms and foreign media to
propagate his political narratives,
even at the cost of damaging India's
reputation. By alleging on foreign
soil that India's democratic institu-
tions and electoral system have
collapsed, and by claiming that the
Indian economy has collapsed,
Reddy said Rahul Gandhi has
attempted to tarnish the country's
image, undermine confidence in
India's development and discour-
age investment. Instead of address-
ing his own political failures, he
has made it a political strategy to
internationalise domestic political
issues and portray India negatively
before the world, Reddy alleged.

Reddy said this attitude is not
new to Rahul Gandhi, citing the
2013 incident when Rahul Gandhi

publicly tore up an ordinance
brought forward by the Congress-
led UPA government, which Reddy
said humiliated the then Prime
Minister, Shri Manmohan Singh.
He also referred to the Congress
party's treatment of its own senior
leader and former Prime Minister,
Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao, stating
that even after his demise, the
manner in which his mortal
remains were not taken inside the
Congress party headquarters
reflected the disrespect and politi-
cal hostility shown towards him.
Reddy said the people of India have
not forgotten these incidents,
which remain examples of the dis-
regard shown towards senior lead-
ers within the Congress party
itself.

Addressing Rahul Gandhi, Reddy
said, "India is a democracy, not a
monarchy to be ruled by your fam-
ily." He said Rahul Gandhi must
understand that constitutional
institutions are not his personal
establishments, meant to deliver
decisions according to his political
convenience, and that public offi-
cials are not his personal servants.
Reddy stated that the Constitution-
makers established independent
institutions precisely to ensure
that democracy would not be gov-
erned by the likes and dislikes of
an individual, the political inter-
ests of a family, or the require-
ments of a particular party.

Reddy also referred to the
Emergency, stating that the people
of India have not forgotten how, to
perpetuate the dominance of the
Gandhi family, the Constitution
was trampled upon, democratic
freedoms were suspended, and the
Emergency was imposed. Lakhs of
political leaders, activists and
members of civil society were
imprisoned, press freedom was
curtailed, and the democratic
rights of citizens were suppressed,
he said, adding that the country
has not forgotten that dark chapter
of its democratic history.

The Union Minister alleged that
unable to accept the repeated elec-
toral defeats of the Congress party,

Rahul Gandhi, driven by frustra-
tion and resentment, has made the
dangerous political practice of
undermining the credibility of
India's constitutional institutions
his single-point agenda. He assert-
ed that Indian democracy is far
greater than any individual or the
political ambitions of any one lead-
er, and that the voters of India are
wise and discerning. Our constitu-
tional institutions, he said, do not
exist to serve the interests of any
particular family or advance the
political ambitions of any individu-
al. Reddy said Rahul Gandhi
appears unable to free himself from
the feudal and dynastic mindset
that believes, "After my grandfa-
ther, my father, and after my
father, only I have the right,
authority and ability to govern this
country." He stated that democracy
does not mean that the system is
democratic only when the people's
verdict favours Rahul Gandhi and
the Congress party, and that the
true spirit of democracy lies in
respecting the people's mandate
even when that mandate goes
against one's own political inter-
ests. Rahul Gandhi and the
Congress party must understand
this fundamental democratic prin-
ciple, he said, and instead of repeat-
edly blaming constitutional insti-
tutions for their political failures,
they should concentrate on earn-
ing the confidence and trust of the
people. Addressing Rahul Gandhi,
Reddy said, "Whether you remain
in politics or not, whether your
party remains politically relevant
or not, India exists today and will
continue to exist tomorrow." He
asserted that democracy will con-
tinue, elections will continue, con-
stitutional institutions will contin-
ue to function, and the Constitution
given by Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar
will continue to guide this great
nation. The people of India, he said,
possess the wisdom and the demo-
cratic right to decide who should
govern this country, and they are
fully capable of expressing their
considered judgment through the
power of their vote.
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EDITORIAL

The Right 1o Be Heard:

Al, Patriarchy And
Women's Freedom

Imagine a woman preparing to address her community. She
uses Al to translate her speech, organise her arguments and
explain a policy in accessible language. Technology helps her
reach people previously beyond her audience. Yet the same
technologies can be used to fabricate her voice, impersonate
her or produce sexualised images intended to humiliate her.
The opportunity and the threat can sit uncomfortably close
together. Women should be able to learn, work, organise and
speak online without fearing that their visibility will become
a weapon against them. Technology has opened new path-
ways into public and political life, allowing women to speak
directly to citizens, build communities and participate in
public debate. But access to a microphone is not the same as
equality in using it. The question is not only whether women
can participate. It is what participation costs them once they

become visible.

Digital spaces carry the inequalities of the societies that cre-
ate them. Patriarchal expectations about how women should
behave, dress and speak do not disappear when people go
online. They acquire new audiences and new instruments. A
woman expressing an opinion may find herself judged
through her appearance or sexuality while her argument is
ignored. Technology can extend familiar forms of social con-

trol into every corner of her life.

Al introduces additional possibilities for exploitation.
Fabricated intimate imagery, impersonation and manipulat-
ed recordings can attack a woman's reputation without any
connection to her actual conduct. The violation remains real
even when the image is false. Its purpose may be to punish
independence, discourage ambition or make public partici-
pation unbearable. Asking women to avoid photographs,
remain silent or retreat from technology allows those respon-
sible to determine the boundaries of women's lives. But this
is not an argument for shielding women from criticism.

Women in public life should expect scrutiny. They should be
challenged on their policies, decisions, political judgement,
ideology and record. Robust disagreement is essential to
democratic life. The harder question is where legitimate
political criticism becomes a mechanism for delegitimising a

woman through gender.

An accusation about a politician's policy is political speech.
Attacking her sexuality, appearance, family or morality
because she is a woman is something different. Threats, sex-
ualised humiliation and the exposure of private information
can impose consequences that go well beyond the immediate
insult. They can affect a woman's reputation, relationships,
family and willingness to remain visible.

Gendered abuse is therefore not simply abuse that happens
to mention gender. Its power comes from the social conse-

quences attached to gender.

This distinction matters because the same attack does not
necessarily carry the same social cost for women and men.
Women have historically been judged differently on sexuali-
ty, marriage, motherhood, appearance and behaviour. When
these expectations are weaponised in political debate, the
result can be a form of intimidation that makes participation
materially harder. The participation cost we do not always
see The most important impact of gendered abuse may not be
the comment that is posted or the image that is circulated. It
may be what happens afterwards.

SUBIMAL
BHATTACHARJEE

The Trump administration
on Thursday suspended five
major Indian IT companies,
including Infosys, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS),
Cognizant, Wipro and HCL,
and US IT giants Microsoft,
Capgemini and Adobe, from
a key US programme used
by employers to sponsor
skilled foreign workers for
permanent residency.

The announcement marks
the moment America's
immigration crackdown
moved from rhetoric to real
gatekeeping. The opera-
tional consequence is stark:
the Labour Department will
not accept new or process
pending PERM applications
involving the companies.
This did not come out of
nowhere. A month ago, the
Labour Department's
Inspector General froze
Cognizant's filings, and the
Office of Inspector General
said it was investigating
alleged fraud and human
trafficking involving the H-
1B and PERM systems.
What was then framed as a
single-company probe has
become a sector-wide ver-
dict.

PERM is the foundation of
the employment-based
green card. An employer
must provide credible evi-
dence that no qualified US
workers are available for the
job, including placing a 30-
day job order with the state
workforce agency and
advertising the posting.
Without that certification,
nothing else in the green
card process can move. The
administration's argument
is economic nationalism
dressed as fraud enforce-
ment. US Labour Secretary
Keith Sonderling said the
companies had requested
nearly 3 million foreign
workers since 2009, arguing
the practice shut Americans
out of the job market. Vice
President JD Vance went

Edit

further against Microsoft,
alleging it laid off 6,000
American workers in 2025
while receiving more than
6,000 H-1B approvals and fil-
ing 3,682 PERM applica-
tions, including nearly 1,000
for positions involving
workers it had laid off.
Notably, though, the punish-
ment has run ahead of the
proof. The suspension has
no published end date and
no criminal charges have
been brought so far. In
Microsoft's and Adobe's
case, nobody has said which
agencies are investigating
or what about. Due process,
it appears, will follow the
headline.

Definitely the impact will be
on the tech sector. The first
casualty is the individual
worker. Thousands of
Indian engineers who have
spent years on H-1B visas,
often waiting out decade-
long India-specific backlogs,
now find the very first rung
of the ladder removed. Their
H-1B status survives, but
their path to permanence
does not. For many, the
rational choice becomes
switching employers which

is exactly the kind of attri-
tion IT services firms can
least afford.

The second casualty is the
business model. Indian IT's
US delivery has long rested
on a pipeline: recruit in
India, deploy on H-1B, retain
through green card sponsor-
ship. Removing the reten-
tion lever makes onsite tal-
ent costlier and more
mobile. Markets have
already priced the risk; after
the Cognizant action alone,
Indian IT stocks lost nearly
Rs 55,000 crore in market
capitalisation in a single ses-
sion. Third, the inclusion of
Microsoft and Adobe signals
this is not just an "out-
sourcer" problem. It tells
every American tech firm
that foreign hiring after
domestic layoffs is now polit-
ically radioactive. The chill-
ing effect will ripple into
clients, who may prefer ven-
dors less exposed to visa
risk, accelerating the shift
towards offshore delivery
and Al-led automation.
Finally, the action com-
pounds an already hostile
environment. It lands as
Trump extends the H-1B

visa fee order while the
$100,000 charge faces a court
fight. The cumulative mes-
sage is unmistakable: the
cost of moving Indian talent
to America is rising on
every front.

Clearly for New Delhi, this
is more than a corporate dis-
pute. Indian nationals are
the largest beneficiaries of
both H-1B visas and employ-
ment-based green cards; a
measure aimed at "IT out-
sourcing firms" dispropor-
tionately lands on Indian cit-
izens. The optics of five of
the six named services firms
having Indian roots will not
be lost on Indian public
opinion. On the diplomatic
front also there are ramifica-
tions. It also strains a rela-
tionship that has been care-
fully rebuilt around technol-
ogy, the very pillar that was
meant to be insulated from
trade frictions. Talent mobil-
ity has long been India's cen-
tral ask in bilateral talks;
Washington has now made
it abargaining chip. One can
expect pressure on the
Indian government to raise
it at the highest levels, but
also expect Washington to
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Washington's PERM Freeze Is A
Warning Shot At India's Tech Model

argue this is domestic
labour enforcement, not for-
eign policy. India's challenge
will be to protest firmly
without appearing to defend
malpractice, should any be
proven. There is a quieter
long-term risk for America
too. Talent denied perma-
nence tends to go elsewhere,
to Canada, Europe, the Gulf,
or back home to India's glob-
al capability  centres.
Washington may win the
headline and lose the talent.
The uncertainty and sudden
actions have already started
the murmurs for better des-
tinations where the techies
can contribute.

The industry must take
short term as well as long
term steps. In the short
term, they must contest the
process and protect the peo-
ple. The companies should
seek urgent clarity, through
legal channels if needed, on
the basis, scope and dura-
tion of a suspension imposed
without published findings
or charges. Simultaneously,
they must protect affected
employees: transparent
communication, legal sup-
port, preserving priority

dates where possible, and
facilitating moves to unaf-
fected sponsors rather than
letting careers stall. NASS-
COM and the Indian govern-
ment should press jointly for
a time-bound review, since
an open-ended freeze is the
real damage.

On the long term, the indus-
try must accelerate what it
has talked about for a
decade: substantially deeper
local hiring and training in
the US, near-shore delivery
hubs, and Al-augmented off-
shore delivery that reduces
the need to physically relo-
cate staff. Alongside this,
firms should submit to inde-
pendent audits of their visa
and wage practices and pub-
lish compliance data. A
model that can withstand
political scrutiny is the only
one that will survive it.
Thursday's freeze may even-
tually be softened by courts
or negotiations. But the era
in which Indian IT could
treat American immigra-
tion as a dependable supply
chain is over. The sooner the
industry builds for that real-
ity, the less leverage
Washington will hold.

Transition, Not Tragedy: Decoupling
Tech Careers From The H-1B Pipeline

PRANJAL SHARMA

During the peak years, more
than 283,000 Indian software
engineers had active H-1B
work visas.

In the years since, the num-
bers have reduced. In some
ways this was inevitable.
Even without the increased
restrictions on visa and
green card applications, the
demand for software engi-
neers will continue to recede
as the nature of work is
changing. Basic coding has
been automated, and this
will accelerate as Al becomes
more useful for tech compa-
nies. Job losses in the tech
industry have been increas-
ing in the last two years glob-
ally. In 2025, over 122,000 tech
jobs were eliminated across
278 companies and in 333 lay-
off events. And in 2026 (till
early October 2026) over
130,000 tech jobs were elimi-
nated across 311 companies
in 351 layoff events according
to an estimate by Layoffs
FYI, an industry tracker. The
combined total is roughly
253,000 tech jobs lost across
2025 and  2026-to-date.
According to Roger Lee,
founder of Layoffs.fyi, Al was
cited in 33% of tech layoff
events in 2026, up from just
1% in 2024.

The tech industry has a larg-
er crisis of skills to deal with.
The older skills are no longer
relevant. And people with
new skills are not being cre-
ated fast enough to meet the
demand. This asymmetry is
likely to remain for the next
few years for global tech com-
panies. "US employers con-
tinue to face persistent talent
and skills shortages and rely
on the H-1B program as an
essential component of a

broader set of strategies to
recruit, develop, and retain
the workforce they need,"
wrote Emily M Dickens,
chief administrative officer,
of Washington DC based tal-
ent organization SHRM in a
letter to US government.

Employers continue to face
significant challenges in
finding qualified talent. In
2026, SHRM research found
that nearly 68% of organisa-
tions struggled to recruit for
full-time positions, while
53% of HR professionals
reported that hiring had
become more difficult than it
was a year earlier. These
challenges are particularly
acute in sectors such as engi-
neering, computer science
and information technology,
healthcare, finance and
accounting, and education.
The same research helps
explain why many employ-
ers rely on H-1B sponsorship.
Among organisations that
use the program, 65% cited
the need for highly spe-
cialised skills and expertise,
51% pointed to critical skills
shortages, and 49% said they
were unable to find suffi-
ciently qualified US candi-
dates. A similar situation

exists in the Indian tech
industry. A study by indus-
try body Nasscom has
argued for deeper AI skills
for Indian professionals.

Nasscom argues that acade-
mia and industry must work
together to rethink talent
development for an Al-native
workplace. Educational
institutions need to move
beyond a narrow focus on
coding by placing greater
emphasis on engineering
judgment, domain expertise,
and new approaches to
assessment. At the same
time, employers must
redesign how foundational
capabilities are  built,
strengthen mentorship, pro-
vide more opportunities for
independent problem-solv-
ing, integrate Al verification
into everyday workflows,
and invest continuously in
developing early-career tal-
ent. The challenge therefore
for the Indian tech industry,
talent managers and policy
makers is to reorient the edu-
cation to employment jour-
ney for a world of automa-
tion and Al For the profes-
sionals who will find the path
to H-1B narrowing, many
new opportunities are

expanding.

According to industry esti-
mates, many professionals
are moving from legacy IT
companies to GCCs. In
recent years, GCC has
expanded hiring of tech pro-
fessionals. Global Capability
Centers (GCCs), also known
as captive centers or shared
services centers, are wholly-
owned subsidiaries of multi-
national companies that
deliver technology, analyt-
ics, R&D, engineering,
finance, HR, and operations
services to their parent
organisations.

According to a joint report by
Nasscom and Zinnov, India's
GCC ecosystem expanded to
2,117 centres operating
through 3,728 units by FY26,
employing 2.36 million pro-
fessionals and generating
$98.4 billion in revenue.
Since FY21, the number of
GCCs has increased by 32%,
with 506 Forbes Global 2000
companies establishing oper-
ations in India. Artificial
intelligence has become a
key catalyst for this growth.
Nearly half of all GCCs estab-
lished since FY21 were
designed with AI at their
core, and more than 1,200
centres have integrated Al
and machine learning capa-
bilities into their operations.
This transformation is sup-
ported by over 250 dedicated
Centres of Excellence and a
talent pool of approximately
250,000 Al professionals, rein-
forcing India's position as a
strategic hub for Al-led inno-
vation and enterprise trans-
formation. India's GCC work-
force of 2.36 million people is
four times larger than the
estimated number of Indians
working in the US on H-1B
visas at any given time.

Nana Patekar: The Voice That Spoke To
Generations, From 'Prahaar' To 'Golmaal'

Amit Chaturvedi

When I asked my eight-
year-old son if he knew of
any Nana Patekar movie,
he said, 'Golmaal'. It took
me a while to recall the
scene in one of the films in
the 'Golmaal' franchise
where a mute Tusshar
Kapoor, possessed by a
soul, begins speaking in
Patekar's distinctive voice.
It was a moment of comic
absurdity, but it also said
something about the
actor's cultural reach.
Here was an actor whose
gravelly baritone, staccato
rhythm and intense voice
modulation travelled
across generations, becom-
ing instantly recognisable
even to children who may
never have watched his
most celebrated perform-
ances.

For me, however, Nana
Patekar will always be
Major Chauhan from
'Prahaar' (1991).

I remember the intensity
with which he portrayed
the disciplined army offi-
cer, a man who believed
that character was forged
through hardship and that
duty demanded more than
mere words. Patekar did
not simply play an officer
who trained cadets; he
embodied a philosophy.
His dialogues carried the
weight of conviction, deliv-
ered with a controlled
aggression.

He could pause, raise his
voice, lower it and then
explode into a monologue
without losing the audi-
ence. His words were not
merely meant to be heard.
They demanded to be
absorbed.

That intensity became his
signature.

In 'Parinda’ (1989), he was
frighteningly convincing
as Anna Seth, a gangster
whose violence and unpre-
dictability made him one of
the film's most memorable
characters. In 'Krantiveer'
(1994), he brought a differ-
ent kind of fury to the
screen as Pratap Narayan
Tilak, a man whose anger
was directed at corruption,
injustice and communal
divisions. His impassioned
speeches became an inte-
gral part of the film's iden-

tity, particularly the
"Hindu Ka Khoon,
Musalman Ka Khoon"
analogy.

Patekar had a rare ability
to make a character's anger
feel personal. He did not
always behave like the con-
ventional Hindi film hero.
He was abrasive, uncom-
fortable and difficult to
like. Yet it was almost
impossible to look away.

His range was evident in
films such as 'Khamoshi:
The Musical' (1996), where

he played Joseph
Braganza, the deaf father of
the character played by
Manisha Koirala. Here, the
intensity remained, but it
was expressed through
restraint, silences and
emotional vulnerability.
Then came the roles that
introduced him to a new
generation of moviegoers.
As Uday Shetty in
'Welcome' (2007), Patekar
turned an underworld don
into an unlikely comic
icon. The character's exag-
gerated seriousness and
wonderfully timed reac-
tions made him hilarious
without diminishing his
screen presence. His chem-
istry with Anil Kapoor's
Majnu Bhai became one of
the film's biggest attrac-
tions.

The new-age audience
realised that the man who
could deliver a blistering
monologue in 'Krantiveer'
could also make them
laugh through a pause, a
glare or an exasperated
expression. Uday Shetty
eventually found a life of

his own in internet memes
and social media clips.
Different generations
could claim different ver-
sions of Nana Patekar as
their own. For some, he
was the fierce actor; for
others, he was the menac-
ing presence, an emotional-
ly complex father or a
gangster whose dreams of
becoming an actor provid-
ed much of the humour.
And all these characters
were delivered with one
quality that made Nana
Patekar unique:
Individuality. You cannot
imagine another actor
doing the film with same
intensity, abrupt pauses
and a distinct humour.I
began thinking about his
legacy with a question to
my eight-year-old son. His
answer took me to
'Golmaal', while my own
memory went straight to
'Prahaar'. Between those
two films lies the remark-
able range of an actor who
could speak to vastly differ-
ent audiences without ever
losing his identity.
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The new Skoda Slavia Says it All -
with style, substance and confidence

Mumbai, October 6, 2026 —
Skoda Auto India has
announced prices for the
new Slavia, with deliveries
beginning next week. A
sedan that Says it All, the
new Slavia brings together
sharper European design,
rewarding performance,
smarter technology,
enhanced comfort and
proven safety in one com-
pelling package. Built on the
India-specific MQB-AO0-IN
platform, it is available
from launch in six trims —
Classic, Classic+, Signature,
Sportline, Prestige and
Monte Carlo. The 1.0 TSI
offers a six-speed manual or
an allnew eight-speed
torque converter automatic,
while the 1.5 TSI is paired
with a seven-speed DSG.

Ashish  Gupta, Brand
Director, Skoda Auto India,
said, “The Slavia has always
brought together the quali-
ties customers value in a
sedan - timeless design,
driving pleasure, comfort,
safety and engineering. The
new Slavia builds on these
strengths with sharper
styling, smarter technology
and an all-new eight-speed
automatic. It truly Says it
All by delivering a complete
sedan experience without
compromise — aspirational
yet accessible, rewarding to
drive yet comfortable, and

Business

relevant to a new genera-
tion of customers.”

B PERFORMANCE
THAT SAYSIT ALL

The new Slavia retains its
proven 1.0 TSI and 1.5 TSI
engine line-up. The 1.0 TSI
is paired with a six-speed
manual or an all-new, first-
in-segment eight-speed
torque converter automatic.
The more powerful 1.5 TSI
comes with a seven-speed
DSG and rear disc brakes
for added braking confi-
dence.

® DESIGN

THAT SAYSIT ALL

The new Slavia sharpens its
European design with all-
new LED headlamps and
taillamps, sequential rear

turn indicators, a horizontal
chrome grille strip, revised
front and rear styling and
new alloy wheels. The
Monte Carlo adds exclusive
badging, red accents and
black exterior elements.
Alongside eight existing
colours, Arctic Silver and
Cappuccino Beige are newly
added while deliveries of
the Cappuccino Beige begin
in December 2026.

® COMFORT

AND TECHNOLOGY
THAT SAYS IT ALL

A segment-first Rear Seat
Massage function elevates
rear-seat comfort. The 360-
degree Area View camera
and Park Pilot with front
and rear parking sensors
simplify parking and low-

speed manoeuvres, while a
larger 26.03 cm Digital
Cockpit on higher variants
delivers clearer informa-
tion and a more immersive
digital experience.

H AI-ENABLED
TECHNOLOGY THAT
SAYSIT ALL

The 25.6 cm touchscreen
infotainment system fea-
tures a refreshed interface
and next-generation digital
architecture, with wireless
Android Auto and Apple
CarPlay. Powered by Google
Cloud’s Automotive Al
Agent, its Voice Assistant
brings Gemini into the vehi-
cle for context-aware assis-
tance, real-time information
and hands-free control of
music, calls and climate.
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Aakash Education Services Limited (AESL) launches Aakash
INVICTUS - Engineering 2.0, strengthening its JEE ecosystem
with Invictus-led high-performance academic architecture

Hyderabad October 09,
2026: Aakash Education
Services Limited, one of
India’s leading test-prepa-
ration providers, has
announced the strengthen-
ing of its Engineering
preparation ecosystem
through Aakash INVIC-
TUS-Engineering 2.0, a
new performance-driven
academic architecture
designed to create a struc-
tured pathway for stu-
dents preparing for JEE
Main, JEE Advanced and
State CETs. A 360-degree
preparation experience,
built on six pillars
Students will see the
INVICTUS difference at
every step in the class-
room, in their books, in
their tests, and in the men-
torship they receive. The
program stands on six pil-
lars:

. Outcome-Focused
Academic Approach:
Every class, practice ses-
sion, and revision cycle is
planned with one aim —
the best possible rank in
JEE Advanced, JEE Main,
BITSAT, and state engi-
neering entrance exams.

. Rank-Proven Faculty
Team: The faculty team is
Aakash INVICTUS’s great-
est strength. It is this aca-
demic team that has ele-
vated the INVICTUS cur-
riculum, books, and test-

ing mechanism.

. Scientifically
Designed & Research-
Backed Study Material:
The books have been
rewritten by this academic
team using learning sci-
ence and deep research
into exam patterns, taking
students step by step from
basic concepts to the
toughest problems.

. Intelligent Testing.
Deep Analysis: A fully
redesigned testing mecha-
nism including testing fre-
quency, depth and rigor
where every test gives the
student a clear picture of
strengths, gaps, and the
exact areas to improve.

. A Transparent
Growth Map: Students and
parents can clearly see
where the student stands
today and the path to

where they want to reach

. Mentorship &
Ecosystem Beyond the
Classroom: Continuous
mentorship including
JoSSA Counselling
Guidance, doubt support,
and guidance that stay
with the student well
beyond classroom hours,
so that no student is left
behind.

With the national launch,
Aakash INVICTUS also
introduces four focused
Batches -- Ace, Achiever,
Accelerator, and Apex.
Each is an equally strong
pathway, shaped around
how a student learns best
and their aspiration. The
purpose of all four is the
same: to make sure every
student reaches their max-
imum potential in a stress-
free manner. Speaking on

the launch, Mr Chandra
Sekhar Reddy Garisa,
Managing Director &
Chief Executive Officer,
Aakash Educational
Services Limited (AESL),
said: "Aakash INVICTUS-
Engineering 2.0 has been
built by our best teachers,
the people with decades of
experience in producing
top ranks year after year.
They rebuilt our curricu-
lum, rewrote our books,
and redesigned our testing
mechanism from the
ground up. We first ran the
program at select centres,
and the results in JEE 2026
have been remarkable.
Today, we are bringing
Aakash INVICTUS to
every student at every
Aakash branch in India,
starting with our existing
students.

Gold ETFs surge 164 pc as
commodities gain traction in India

New Delhi: Gold exchange-
traded fund assets in India
rose to Rs 1.91 lakh crore in
August 2026 up 164 per cent
from about Rs 72,500 crore a
year earlier, a report said on
Thursday, October 8.

The report from Emkay
Global Financial Services
said commodities are
increasingly moving
beyond their traditional role
as a hedge, with investors
and institutions considering
precious and industrial met-
als for diversification, lig-
uidity and risk manage-
ment.

Silver ETFs held about Rs
85,000-86,000 crore as of
August, the report said,
highlighting growing finan-
cialisation of gold, an
expanding commodity
derivatives market and ris-
ing structural demand for
industrial metals such as
copper and aluminium.
Copper, aluminium and
zinc have traditionally
served as indicators of eco-
nomic activity, with
demand rising alongside
construction, manufactur-

ing and infrastructure
investment. Increasing elec-
trification, renewable ener-
gy infrastructure, transmis-
sion networks and technolo-
gy-led infrastructure are
now adding new structural
demand drivers for industri-
al metals. Multi-asset alloca-
tion funds in India held
more than Rs 2.07 1akh crore
in August 2026, up nearly 57
per cent year-on-year, with
the category recording posi-
tive flows for 60 consecutive
months. While these funds
are not commodity funds
and they are increasingly
used to navigate different
economic environments,
the report noted. Sheela

Kulkarni, Head of Market
Development, Investments
and Institutional Investor
Relationships, India, World
Gold Council, highlighted
the changing composition of
demand with jewellery
accounting for a smaller
share of consumption as
younger consumers increas-
ingly prefer lighter jew-
ellery and allocate spending
towards experiences and
other products. “As com-
modity markets become
deeper and more institution-
al, the role of broking firms
must evolve from execution
to becoming multi-asset
advisors and risk-manage-
ment partners.

BLR airport marks karnataka’s naadahabba dasara
with a week-long celebration of art, culture and heritage

Bengaluru, October 9, 2026:
Kempegowda International
Airport Bengaluru (BLR
Airport) is set to celebrate
Karnataka’s iconic festival,
Naadahabba Dasara, with a
week-long cultural celebra-
tion from October 12-17. As
Bengaluru’s gateway to the
world, BLR Airport sees
itself as an extension of the
city and a cultural gateway
to Karnataka, bringing the
state’s traditions, stories
and creative heritage into
the passenger journey. The
celebrations will bring
Karnataka’s art, traditions
and heritage to life through
live performances, installa-
tions, festive experiences
and interactive moments
across the airport.

This year, that approach
goes beyond showcasing
Karnataka’s cultural her-
itage to making cultural dis-
covery an integral part of
the passenger experience.
Each activation is rooted in
an authentic Karnataka art
or craft form, allowing trav-
ellers to engage with the sto-

ries, skills and traditions
behind them. In doing so, the
airport becomes more than a
setting for festive décor,
bringing the living heritage
of Karnataka into the jour-
ney itself.

Speaking on the celebra-
tions, Shalini Rao, Chief
Marketing Officer,
Bangalore  International
Airport Limited (BIAL),
said, "At BLR Airport, we
believe every traveller
should experience the
warmth, culture and spirit
of Karnataka. That belief is

at the heart of our
Naadahabba Dasara celebra-
tions, which bring the state's
rich heritage to life through
music, dance, puppetry, tra-
ditional games and specially
curated culinary experi-
ences. From October 12to0 17,
passengers, visitors, part-
ners and the people of
Bengaluru can immerse
themselves in six days of fes-
tivities that celebrate the
many facets of Karnataka's
culture. Through these expe-
riences, we want to create
moments of joy, discovery

and connection, making
every visitor feel welcomed
and inspired by the spirit of
our state. When travel meets
local culture, it creates last-
ing memories and a genuine
sense of belonging that
‘Feels Like BLR.™

B CELEBRATING
KARNATAKA'’S FOOD,
ART AND CRAFT
TRADITIONS

A key highlight will be the
Dasara Gombe at the T2
Arrival Forecourt from
October 12-17, curated by

Padma Shri awardee and
puppeteer Anupama
Hoskere. The display
revives the Gombe Habba
tradition of festive doll dis-
plays, bringing the stories,
traditions and significance
behind the dolls to life for
travellers. Karnataka’s
puppetry traditions will
also come alive through
Togalu Gombeyatta, pre-
sented by ninth-generation
puppeteer Gunduraju and
his team on October 16,
from 6-8 PM at the T2
Arrival Forecourt.

OPPO India Launches F35 Series, Bringing
India’s Group Selfie Expert to a New Generation

The OPPO F35 Series combines a 50MP Ultra-Wide Natural Selfie Camera with 100° FOV, 50MP
Main Camera with OIS, 6-Year Durable 8000mAh Large Battery, SOW SUPERVOOC™, IP69K

Water and Dust Resistance and Al-powered ColorOS Smart & Smooth experiences

Warangal, 09th October 2026
— As the OPPO F Series
marks a decade in India,
OPPO today announced the
launch of the new OPPO F35
Series, comprising the
OPPO F35 Pro and OPPO
F35. Building on 10 years of
the F Series’ imaging legacy
and its enduring connection
with Indian consumers, the
F35 Series marks the next
chapter in this journey with
a renewed focus on captur-
ing and sharing moments
together. At the heart of this
evolution is the 50MP Ultra-
Wide Natural Selfie Camera
with a 100° field of view,
bringing more people and
more of the moment into
every frame and introduc-
ing the Group Selfie Expert
to a new generation of con-
sumers.

Commenting on the Launch,
Mr. Goldee Patnaik, Head of
Communications, OPPO
India, said, “Over the last 10
years, the F Series has
evolved alongside the
changing ways in which

consumers in India capture,
connect and share their
lives. As social experiences
become increasingly cen-
tred around shared
moments, group photos and
spontaneous content, the
F35 Series builds on this
shift with the 50MP Ultra-
Wide Natural Selfie Camera
and 100° field of view, bring-
ing more people into the
frame without compromis-
ing on the quality of the
moment. With the Group
Selfie Expert, we are taking
the F Series’ imaging legacy
forward in a way that feels
relevant to how consumers
experience and share
moments today. This evolu-
tion reflects our continued
commitment to understand-
ing emerging consumer
trends and translating them
into meaningful smart-
phone experiences.”

® GROUP SELFIE
EXPERT: BRINGING
EVERYONE INTO THE
FRAME

The F35 Series is built
around a 50MP Ultra-Wide
Natural Selfie Camera with
a 100° FOV, featuring a
1/2.88-inch sensor, f£/2.1
aperture and autofocus. Its
0.6x ultra-wide lens creates
a wider perspective, helping
bring more people and more
of the surrounding moment
into a single frame, while
the AI Auto Wide-Angle
Switch makes it easier to
capture everyone together.
The wider field of view also
enhances spatial depth and
creates stronger subject-
background separation,
making group selfies and
shared moments more
expressive across family
gatherings, celebrations,
travel, weddings and every-
day social occasions. The
OPPO F35 Pro 5G further
elevates the imaging experi-
ence with Natural Tone 2.0
and a 50MP main camera
with a 1/2-inch sensor, /1.8
aperture, autofocus and
OIS, while the OPPO F35 5G
features True-Tone optimi-

sation and a 50MP main
camera with a 1/2-inch sen-
sor, /1.9 aperture and auto-
focus.

The F35 Pro also introduces
a new Portrait Mode, with
enhanced subject segmenta-
tion, edge precision, natural
depth transitions and
improved light rendering
for more expressive por-
traits. It also features an
8MP ultra-wide rear camera
for wider perspectives,
while the F35 focuses on its
50MP main rear camera.
For low-light photography,
the F35 Pro’s upgraded
Ultra-Bright Dual Rear
Flashlight delivers wider
scene coverage and more
balanced illumination,
while the imaging engine
optimises flash metering to
preserve natural textures
and detail. The Pro’s
upgraded main camera and
OIS also support sharper,
more stable images, includ-
ing at 2x 50MP main camera
with a 1/2-inch sensor zoom
and above.

Hyderabad Housing Sales Rise 2% to 29,125
Units in 9IM CY2026, Highest Nine-Month Total
for the City Since 2018: Knight Frank India

INR 2-5 crore segment grows 23% and INR 5-10 crore segment 30%

YoY, with launches up 6% to 32,577 units

Hyderabad, October 2026:
Knight Frank India, the lead-
ing international property
consultancy, in its latest
assessment of the Indian res-
idential market, reported
that Hyderabad's residential
market recorded 29,125 hous-
ing sales during January to
September 2026 (OM
CY2026[2]), a 2% year-on-
year (YoY) increase over
28,649 units in 9M CY2025
and the highest for the first
nine months of any year
since  2018. Developers
launched 32,577 units, 6%
more than a year earlier. The
city recorded sales of 21,474
units, constituting a market
share of 15% of the overall
1,41,198 homes across eight
cities, in the price category
of INR 1 crore and above.

Residential sales across the
eight key markets[3] held
steady at 258,238 units in 9M
CY2026, broadly in line with
the same period last year,
underscoring the sustained

appetite for homeownership
despite evolving market
dynamics. A total of 279,899
units were launched during
9M CY2026 registering a
growth of 4%. In Q3 2026,
launches stood at 92,549
units, representing 4% high-
er YoY. This suggests that
developers are increasingly
aligning supply with sales,
even as inventory continues
to build gradually. The vol-
ume of units launched con-
tinued to exceed sales in Q3
2026, marking the 16th con-
secutive quarter of this
trend.

Less than INR 50 lakhs: Price
segment with highest sales
deceleration. The residential
sales volume has declined by
30% from 1278 units in 9M
CY2025 to 893 units in 9M
CY2026.

INR 50 lakhs to 1 crore: Price
segment which witnessed
second highest drop in sales
volume. The residential
sales volume has declined by

14%YoY to 6,758 units in 9M
CY2026 from 7,888 units in
9M CY2025.

INR 1 crore - 2 crores: Price
segment with largest market
share. This price segment
has solidified its position as
an absolute growth driver,
commanding 46% of the total
sales volume of Hyderabad’s
residential market. This
price segment expanded by
3% YoY to reach 13,253 units
sale in 9M CY2026.

INR 2 crores - 5 crores:
Sustained sales momentum.
The premium ticket segment
has accelerated with 23%
YoY growth, recording sales
of 6,561 units in 9M CY2026.
This segment accounts for
23% of the city's total resi-
dential sales.

INR 5 crores — INR 10 crores:
Second highest growth seg-
ment in terms of percentage
expansion. Higher premium
properties sustained strong
upward momentum, posting
a30% YoY growth with sales

of 1,345 units during 9M
CY2026, capturing a 5%
share of the total residential
market of Hyderabad.

INR 10 crores —-20 crores:
Maintains stability. High-
end luxury market remained
relatively stable with sales of
270 units, securing 1% of the
market in 9M CY 2026. After
National Capital Region and
Mumbai, Hyderabad is the
third largest market for the
price ticket segment of INR
10 crores — 20 crores in the
country. INR 20 crores — 50
crores: Highest growing cat-
egory in percentage terms.
Emerging as the fastest-
growing segment in percent-
age terms, this ultra-luxury
housing witnessed a signifi-
cant surge of 45% YoY, with
45 units sold during 9M 2026.
Hyderabad is also the third
largest market in the INR 20
crores — 50 crores price ticket
category in the country, after
Mumbai and National
Capital Region.
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France promises 3,000 extra teachers
in first step to calm student protests

The French government
has made its first sign of
giving ground to teenage
protesters, with a promise
of 3,000 extra supply teach-
ers in the coming days.
Education minister
Edouard Geffray made the
offer in a television inter-
view on Thursday evening,
at the end of another day of
sometimes violent demon-
strations by high-school
students. The government
says 6,877 people have been
arrested, 86% of whom are
under the age of 18, since
protests began centred
around demands for more
resources in secondary edu-
cation. In what unions have
billed as Act Four of the
three-week movement,
some 71,000 people staged
protests across the country
on Thursday, with 24,000
gathering at the Bastille in
Paris. Police once again
intervened with tear-gas to
disperse  groups who
attacked them with paving
stones and homemade fire-
works. In Bordeaux, a
lycée, or high school, was
ransacked by protesters,
and in Marseille a deputy-
head was beaten up. On
Friday, some 140 lycées -
out of 3,500 - were totally or
partially closed, a big drop
on previous days. But
another day of action has
been called for next
Tuesday. Geffray's
announcement was the first
material concession to the
protesters' complaints. It
has long been recognised by
all concerned in French
education that too many
school hours are being lost

because of absent teachers
and their non-replacement
by available supply staff.
The minister said that
thanks to new software
coming online at the min-
istry, it would be possible to
direct 3,000 supply teachers
to the 500 or so lycées iden-
tified as being in the great-
est need. Many of these
schools are likely to be in
high-immigration city sub-
urbs, where the lack of
teachers is most acute.
Geffray also said that more
money would be made
available under an already
existing scheme for those
teachers who want to work
overtime hours in order to
plug gaps. And he promised
that students' grievances
would be taken into
account in forthcoming dis-
cussions on the education
section of the 2027 state
budget. But the offer con-

tained no major promise of
new investment on a scale
likely to appease protesters.
The government is wary of
appearing to buy social
peace because it knows
France's precarious debt
situation is being followed
closely by international
money markets. Reaction
from student leaders has
been guarded to say the
least. Nathanaél Combary,
who represents the most
moderate of the three main
lycée unions Renouveau
Lycéen (Lycée Renewal),
said students were waiting
to see how the promise was
carried out in practice:
"We've had some announce-
ments which correspond to
part of our demands. But
obviously people want to
see the money and more
concrete results." "As long
as we do not have 10bn on
the table, we will continue

our action," said Sabrine
Kharbach of the Union
Etudiante (Student Union),
which is close to the radi-
cal-left France Insoumise
(France Unbowed) party of

presidential candidate
Jean-Luc Mélenchon.
Mélenchon praised
Thursday's demonstra-

tions, saying on X that the
students had "retaken the
Bastille". But at the other
end of the political spec-
trum, a spokesman for the
hard-right National Rally
(RN) condemned the gov-
ernment's concessions.
"The message is: if you
break things, you get given
stuff," said Laurent
Jacobelli. "When you burn
cars, attack police, you gain
something in return. It's the
legitimisation of violence."
The movement is the most
serious student unrest in
France in many years, and

Highlights
B Education
minister Edouard

Geffray made the

offer in a television
interview on
Thursday evening, at
the end of

another day of some-
times violent demon-
strations by high-
school students.

comes against a backdrop
of rising tension in the
country - with anger over
rising fuel prices and dis-
tress in the farming sector
also liable to trigger
protests. Next Saturday, 17
October, has been ear-
marked as a day of demon-
strations by a revived "yel-
low vest" movement, which
forced the government to
halt a rise in fuel taxes after
protests and riots in 2018. In
addition, the approach of
presidential elections in
April and May - in which
both hard right and hard
left are expected to perform
strongly - is exacerbating
the mood of confrontation.
The government is hoping
that the approach of half-
term holidays at the end of
next week - as well as the
arrival of colder and wetter
weather - will take some of
the sting out of the protests.
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Firing squad execution to be
livestreamed, Pentagon says

The public will be able to
watch the execution of a for-
mer US Army major by fir-
ing squad, US Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth has
said. A Defence Department
official told the BBC the exe-
cution of Nidal Hasan, who
shot dead 13 unarmed US
soldiers at Fort Hood in
2009, would be livestreamed.
It is believed it would be the
first public execution in the
US in almost a century. The
decision to livestream it is
"unprecedented in the mod-
ern era" and "on uncertain
legal terrain," said John
Mills, a lawyer who works
with inmates sentenced to
death. "People need to
understand that there's seri-
ous consequences for these
types of things," said
Hegseth. The UN human
rights office told AFP that
livestreaming it would be
"tantamount to a public exe-
cution and would breach the
absolute prohibition of tor-
ture". Democratic Senator
Chris Murphy told CNN
that the idea was "disgust-
ing" and reminiscent of exe-
cutions carried out by the
Islamic State group.

The Pentagon announced
earlier this week it would
execute Hasan in the first
military execution in more
than 60 years.

Hasan, a US Army psychia-
trist from Virginia, admit-
ted fatally shooting 13
unarmed soldiers in a
crowded medical building at
Fort Hood. Alonzo
Lunsford, a former US
Army sergeant who was
shot seven times in the
attack, told the BBC's Today
programme that he support-
ed the execution by firing
squad, as a method "befit-

ting" for what he did.

He does not believe every-
one should be able to watch
the livestream, concerned
about the message it sends
younger people, but says it
is important that those
affected by the shooting are
given the opportunity.

"As far as the families of the
fallen and the families of the
survivors, and the sur-
vivors themselves, yes, I
think we should be able to
look at it uncensored."
Lunsford says he plans to
attend the execution and
before they pull the trigger
he wants Hasan to look him
in the eyes. "I want him to
know he failed. I'm still
here." Hegseth said in an
interview with conservative
TV outlet Real America's
Voice that Hasan is "gonna
get a firing squad of sol-
diers. As it should be".
Asked if Hasan had made
any final requests or
reached out to President
Donald Trump, Hegseth
said: "Don't care. We'll see
him on December 3rd." A
Pentagon spokesperson said
on Monday that Trump had
approved the defence secre-
tary's recommendation. The
BBC has asked the White

House whether Trump sup-
ports a livestreamed public
execution. While there were
more than 2,700 executions
across 17 countries last
year, only two countries car-
ried them out publicly.
Eleven public executions
were known to have been
carried out in Iran in 2025,
and another six in
Afghanistan, according to
Amnesty International.
Fort Hood attacker to be
executed by firing squad - a
first for US military since
World War Two

The execution is scheduled
to take place at Fort Hood in
Texas on 3 December. It will
be the first military execu-
tion by firing squad since
the end of World War Two.
In court Hasan apologised
for "any mistakes". He said
during his court martial in
2013 that he believed he was
protecting Muslims and the
Taliban in Afghanistan.

A  military  execution
requires approval from the
US president, according to
military law. It also
requires appellate review,
where a higher court
inspects the decision, and a
final judgement on its legali-
ty to move forward.

THIEVES STEAL 30,000
WINE BOTTLES WORTH
€5M IN ITALY, REPORTS SAY

Thieves have stolen 30,000
bottles of wine collectively
worth about 5m (£4.2m)
from a prestigious Italian
winery, Italian media
report. Marchesi Antinori,
one of Italy's biggest family-
owned wineries, said the
theft at its storage facility in
Tuscany took place on
Saturday as the company
was preparing to ship a con-
signment to customers
abroad. At least seven
masked men are believed to
have deactivated the
alarms, disabled the cam-
eras and used company
forklifts to load two large
trucks of the company's
prized Tignanello, Solaia
and Guado al Tasso Tuscan
reds. Renzo Cotarella, the

chief executive, told Italian
newspaper Corriere della
Sera this was the largest
theft of its kind in Italy. "A
theft of this scale and value
has certainly never
occurred in Italy," he said.
He added that he was hope-
ful the authorities would be
able to trace the stolen wine.
"Two trucks full of mer-
chandise can't just disappear
into thin air. The Tuscan
roads are full of cameras -
perhaps with a bit of luck
well be able to recover at
least some of the bottles
stolen from us." He told the
Financial Times: "These
wines have a great value and
I don't know how they can
sell all this wine around the
world without being seen."

TWO RENOIR PAINTINGS STOLEN FROM
FRENCH MUSEUM ARE RECOVERED

Two paintings by Auguste Renoir
stolen a month ago from a museum in
the south of France have been recov-
ered, the local town hall has said. The
two works were seized on 8 September
when thieves cut through a fence and
smashed a window at the Renoir
Museum in Cagnes-sur-Mer, where
the French impressionist had lived
during his final years. The local
mayor praised authorities for recov-
ering the paintings and said the news
gave immense joy and profound
relief. Six suspects have also been
arrested in relation with the heist at
Renoir Museum, the town hall con-
firmed in a statement. The theft was

the latest in a series of high-profile art
heists in Europe. The two missing
paintings were the Portrait of
Madame Colonna Romano (1910) and
Jeune fille au puits (1886). The thieves
had used an electric saw to cut
through the frame mountings inside
the museum and had initially made
off with four paintings, but dropped
two of them in the museum's garden
as they fled "These two paintings are
far more than works of art. They are
part of our city's history, our cultural
heritage and the legacy Auguste
Renoir left to Cagnes-sur-Mer," said
Mayor Bryan Masson, who is part of
France's National Rally. Further
details of their recovery were due to
be revealed later on Friday. The

Renoir Museum is home to 12 of the
famous painter's artworks. Opened in
1960, it houses a variety of objects that
once belonged to him, including his
easel and wheelchair, as well as pho-
tographs and personal letters. Earlier
this year paintings by Renoir, Paul
Cézanne and Henri Matisse were
stolen from a museum near the
Italian city of Parma, in a raid that
lasted just three minutes. They were
recovered in August. France saw its
biggest art robbery in years last
October, when crown jewels were
stolen in broad daylight from the
Louvre in Paris. Disguised as con-
struction workers, the thieves broke
into the Louvre's first-floor Apollo
Gallery during the museum's opening

was

hours. They used an angle-grinder to
open display cases and made off with
88m (£78m) of jewels that once
belonged to France's 19th-Century
queens and empresses. The Louvre
subsequently
under-investing in security. "This
news is a source of immense joy and a
great relief for the town of Cagnes-
sur-Mer and its residents," mayor
Bryan Masson said in a statement.

The Marseille public prosecu-
tor's office did not immediately
respond to questions about how the
paintings had been recovered. The
mayor scheduled a press conference
on Thursday afternoon then can-
celled it so as not to interfere with
the investigation.

criticised for

ETHIOPIA WARNS ERITREA IT
WILL DEFEND ITSELF AFTER
TROOPS CROSS BORDER

Ethiopia has accused
Eritrea of an "all-out inva-
sion" of its northern Tigray
region and warned it will
defend itself, days after res-
idents told the BBC
Eritrean  troops had
crossed into the country. In
a letter to the UN Security
Council, Ethiopia's foreign
minister called it a "blatant
act of aggression that
engages Ethiopia's inher-
ent right to self-defence",
following reported strikes
on Eritrean troops in

Tigray. Eritrean
Information Minister
Yemane Gebremeskel

responded by saying it was
facing "an unprovoked war
of aggression" from its
neighbour. Fighting broke
out between the govern-

ment and the party that
controls Tigray, the Tigray
People's Liberation Front
(TPLF), two weeks ago.
Both blame each other for
violating a 2022 deal that
ended its civil war.
Ethiopia says Eritrea
backs the TPLF, which it
denies. During the two-
year civil war, Eritrea was
a key ally of the Ethiopian
government, having fought
alongside them against the
TPLF. But relations
between the two neigh-
bours have since deterio-
rated - largely over the
Ethiopian prime minister's
ambition to take owner-
ship of one of Eritrea's Red
Sea ports - leading to the
severing of diplomatic ties
last week.

Fort Hood survivor supports gunman's execution
by firing squad but questions livestream

ICE agent shoots Minority man in New York City

A former US Army sergeant
who survived the mass shoot-
ing at the Fort Hood base has
said that while he supported
the execution of the gunman
by firing squad, he was con-
cerned about it Dbeing
livestreamed. Alonzo
Lunsford, who was shot
seven times, told the BBC
that the "method is befitting"
for Nidal Hasan's execution
because other methods like
lethal injection would be
"doing him a favour". Hasan,
then a US Army psychiatrist,
fatally shot 13 unarmed US
soldiers in a medical building
at Fort Hood, in Texas, in
2009. But while Lunsford
agreed with the method of
execution, he said it was "not
something you should view
for entertainment purposes".
He told BBC Radio 4's Today
programme on Friday: "To
show the whole thing without

it being censored for the gen-
eral public, for me personal-
ly, I don't agree with that, but
it's not about my personal
belief." Firing squad execu-
tion to be livestreamed,
Pentagon says US Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth said
the public will be able to view
a livestream of the execution,
saying it was important for
people to see the conse-
quences of this kind of crime.
If it goes ahead - and legal

experts told the BBC it might
not ever happen - it would be
the first public execution in
the US in almost a century.
Lunsford explained that
while he was concerned
about the "effect" and "mes-
sage" a livestream would send
to younger people, when it
comes to the survivors, their
families and the families of
the victims, they "should be
able to look at it". "I'm gonna
be there [to watch in person]

and before they pull the trig-
ger, I want him to look at me
in my eyes and I look at him
in his eyes and I want him to
know: 'Dude you failed, I'm
still here," he said. "I don't
really have any sympathy for
him as far as firing squad vs
lethal injection, hanging or
gas chamber, because he did-
n't have that same compas-
sion when he did the deed on
5 November," the former ser-
geant explained. "I think the
method is befitting for him
because the lethal injection -
that's doing him a favour. Gas
chamber? Is doing him a
favour." But Lunsford said
that, as a Christian, he had
forgiven Hasan because "I
cannot heal if I don't forgive
him". "We're taught that with
your last breath you can ask
for forgiveness and I think
that's what he [Hasan] should
do," he added.
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How Was LeBron James’

Sixers Debut? Nets Triumph

Over Philadelphia’s
New Veteran Core

LeBron James' Sixers debut
has been one of the most dis-
cussed subjects in recent
times. While James, who is
now 41, started strong, his
debut game did not land in
his favor. The layup came
near the midpoint of the sec-
ond quarter and put the
T6ers up 40-39 on the Nets at
Barclays Center. Everything
else in his 10 points was free
throws, eight of them, none
missed. He added four
rebounds and a steal in 18
minutes, all before halftime,
and all five of his assists
came in the first quarter.
Brooklyn won the preseason
game 114-108 anyway. James
heads into his 24th season
and signed a two-year, $8
million deal with a player
option in July. “Obviously,
just wearing a new uniform,
but the game is the game,” he

said afterward. He started
beside Joel Embiid, Tyrese
Maxey, Jaylen Brown and
VJ Edgecombe, the first time
the five shared a lineup.
ESPN had them outscoring
Brooklyn by two over 10
first-half minutes, and
Philadelphia took a 58-56
lead into the break. Coach
Nick Nurse liked the early
work. Nets Take Third
Quarter 3723 After Starters
Thin Out In LeBron James'
Debut James and Maxey sat
out the second half. Embiid
played on with Brown and
Edgecombe until about the
midpoint of the third, NBC
Sports Philadelphia report-
ed, and the Nets took the
quarter 37-23 for a 93-81 lead.
A late three from Edwards
pulled the Sixers within 109-
108. Brooklyn held on from
there. Brown led all scorers

with 18 on 5-for-9 shooting,
plus 7 of 7 at the line. Maxey
had 14 and Edgecombe 11
with five rebounds. Embiid
hit 1 of 5, scored six and
turned it over eight
times, and Brown said
afterward the two of
them have spacing to

sort out. For the

Nets, Julius

Randle scored 14

and Egor Demin

had 13 with five

assists.  Sixers
Played Without
Five Players

Because Of Injuries

Ariel Hukporti (torn
right Achilles tendon), Adem
Bona, Anfernee Simons,
Dominick Barlow and Tacko
Fall were all out for
Philadelphia. During
Monday's opener against the
Knicks, a broadcaster report-

ed
James
had
scolded
Embiid
for show-
ing up late
to practice.
James
went to
Instagram
to deny it.

FORMER WWE DUO REUNITES OUTSIDE
THE COMPANY AS ZOEY SERRANO
REVEALS HER TRUE FEELINGS ABOUT WWE

Zoey Serrano has reunited
with her former WWE sta-
blemate Shayna Baszler,
and the pair is set to chal-
lenge for the TNA
Knockouts World Tag
Team Championship at
Bound for Glory. Serrano
confirmed the reunion
with a short post on X after
Baszler's TNA debut got
announced. The two
worked together before in
Pure Fusion Collective
alongside Sonya Deville
in WWE. Now Serrano
and Baszler will face
reigning champions
Kiera Hogan and Allie,
which gives the former
stablemates a shot at tag
team gold outside WWE.
Also, Serrano recently
opened up about the self-
doubt she experienced
during her WWE run.

H ZOEY SERRANO
WELCOMES SHAYNA
BASZLER TO TNA WITH
A REUNION MESSAGE
Serrano made her TNA
debut on the August 27
episode of Thursday Night
Impact! after leaving WWE

in May 2025. She attacked
Indi Hartwell in her first
appearance, and that's
how she set herself up as a
heel in the Knockouts divi-
sion.

Her next challenge came
from Knockouts World
Tag Team Champions
Kiera Hogan and Allie,
who called her out ahead
of Bound for Glory.
Serrano needed one part-
ner for the title match, so
she reached out to Baszler,
who agreed to team up
with her.

The former stablemates
were part of Pure Fusion

Collective in 2024, when
Baszler and Serrano
joined forces with Sonya
Deville. The group was
presented as a dominant
unit, but it struggled to
make any lasting impact
on WWE's main roster.
Deville got released short-
ly after the 2025 Royal
Rumble, while Serrano
and Baszler also departed
WWE in May 2025. Pretty
wild how fast it all went,
honestly. Serrano reacted
to Baszler's TNA debut
announcement with a sim-
ple message on X: “The
band is back together.”

BROADCASTER RECALLS HOW CAMERAMAN
ACCIDENTALLY EXPOSED SANDPAPERGATE

Australia take on South
Africa in the first Test of
their three-match series,
starting on Friday at
Kingsmead in Durban. The
two teams occupy the top
spots in the World Test
Championship (WTC)
standings, with South
Africa entering the series
as defending champions
after beating Australia in
the final of the previous
cycle. The series marks
their first Test meeting in
South Africa since the infa-
mous Sandpapergate tour
of 2018, during which
Australia's Cameron
Bancroft, David Warner
and then-captain Steve
Smith were found guilty of
ball-tampering. Smith is
the only survivor from

that controversial tour,
which cost him his cap-
taincy, with Warner now
retired and Bancroft no
longer in Australia's plans.
As the two teams gear up
for the series opener in
Durban, Alvin Naicker,
who was overseeing the
broadcast of the infamous
Cape Town Test, made a

candid admission about
how a stroke of serendipity
helped expose Australia's
plans. "The way the
Australians were caught
was an absolute fluke,"
said Nicker, as quoted by
the BBC. "Coverage of
rugby and football is very
coordinated. It's camera
one and two, then when the

ball is dead you tell the
story with close-up shots,"
he explained. Naicker
recalled how the 2018 series
got off to an ill-tempered
start, but admitted that the
local broadcasters were not
on the lookout for cheating
by the Australians, despite
the shenanigans of the first
two Tests. "No one men-
tioned anything to me,"
says Naicker. "The first
Test in Durban spiralled
out of control in terms of
behaviour, then in Port
Elizabeth for the second
Test, there were still some
fireworks going on. We still
didn't understand." "The
ball went to the wicket-
keeper, then to Bancroft
and he was shining the
ball," says Naicker.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar's Recall Sparks 2028 T20
World Cup Theory From Former SRH Star

Sunrisers
Hyderabad star
Tirumalasetti Suman
shared a striking perspec-
tive on Bhuvneshwar
Kumar's return to the
Indian team. The veteran
pacer earned a recall for the
upcoming five-match T20I
series against New Zealand.
Bhuvneshwar, who last
played for India in
November 2022, continued
to improve his performanc-
es and produced several
outstanding spells for Royal
Challengers Bengaluru in
the IPL. As a reward for his
consistency, he has made
his way back into the
national setup despite being
36 years old. Suman sug-
gested that the selectors
may have one eye on the
2028 T20 World Cup, which

Former

will be jointly hosted by
Australia and New Zealand,
and could be giving
Bhuvneshwar an opportu-
nity to finish his interna-
tional career just like for-
mer India pacer Ashish
Nehra. "It is a fantastic deci-
sion. I think the selectors
have thought about it. In
2028, the upcoming T20
World Cup is happening in

Australia and New Zealand.
So it is a great opportunity
to test his fitness. If he lasts
till the World Cup, he will
be 38 years. Ashish Nehra
played his last T20 match at
the age of 38. So why not
Bhuvi?," Suman said in a
video on his YouTube chan-
nel. He further pointed out
that Bhuvneshwar has
played 60 IPL matches since

his last appearance for
India and is currently the
highest Indian wicket-taker
after last four IPL seasons.
"What a story! 36-year-old
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
makes a comeback into the
India T20 squad. Exactly 4
years ago, in November
2022, he played his last
international match in New
Zealand and now, he is
going to New Zealand
again. He has played 4 IPL
seasons since then. If we
add up all those 4 seasons,
Bhuvi is the highest wicket-
taker for Indian bowlers,"
he said. "He has bowled
match-winning spells. That
too with the new ball in
powerplay, on flat pitches,
wickets in middle overs,
yorkers in end overs, eco-
nomical, everything.

New Zealand Suffer Double Injury Blow
Ahead of India T20Is, Name Replacements

Injuries have ruled Mark
Chapman and Zak Foulkes
out of the upcoming five-
match T20I series against
India, starting October 22.
Chapman suffered a left
hamstring tear during the
European T20 league last
month and is on track to be
available for the ODIs
against India. Foulkes
injured his right hip flexor

during a recent Canterbury
Men's training and his
return to play timeline is
still to be determined.
Allrounder Josh Clarkson
and fast bowler Blair
Tickner have been called in
to the T20I squad to replace
Chapman and Foulkes. New
Zealand head coach Rob
Walter said he was grateful
to be able to bring Clarkson

and Tickner into the squad.
"I'm gutted for Mark and

Zak and I wish them both a
smooth recovery," said
Walter.

"We're fortunate to be
able to lean on the expert-
ise of Josh and Blair. I
know they're both very
excited to be involved in
what's shaping up to be an
epic T20 series."

Arman Tsarukyan’s Neiman Gracie Match

Announcement Backfires With MMA Fans

rman Tsarukyan is
A set for his next Real

American Freestyle
(RAF) match. The UFC
lightweight contender will
take on Brazilian jiujitsu
expert Neiman Gracie at
RAF Abu Dhabi on
November 14, with
freestyle wrestling rules in
place. Some fans are ques-
tioning the matchup, since

Gracie recently lost to
Shara Magomedov in his

RAF debut, while
Tsarukyan has built a
strong record in the promo-
tion. Tsarukyan is keeping
busy, as he's also scheduled
to wrestle Dillon Danis on
October 23.

Neiman Gracie's recent
loss sparks debate ahead of
Arman Tsarukyan
matchup.

UFC LEGEND DONALD CERRONE
RETURNS TO SETTLE OLD SCORE
WITH FORMER CHAMPION AT RAF 15

Donald Cerrone is stepping
out of retirement to face
Anthony Pettis in a third
chapter of their rivalry, this
time under wrestling rules.
The UFC Hall of Famer and
former lightweight champi-
on will meet at Real
American Freestyle 15 on
November 28 at NOW Arena
in Chicago. Both men are
making their Real American
Freestyle (RAF) debuts in a
cruiserweight crossover
bout. That is believed to
revive a rivalry dating back
to 2013, with Pettis leading

their MMA series two nil
UFC memories return as
Cerrone and Pettis prepare
for the RAF showdown
Donald Cerrone and
Anthony Pettis first collided
at UFC on Fox 6 in January
2013. Pettis scored a first-
round knockout on his way
to capturing the lightweight
title. They met again seven
years later at UFC 249 in May
2020, where Pettis edged
Cerrone by unanimous deci-
sion in a competitive
standup battle. Their RAF 15
meeting will be their first

face-off since that 2020 fight,
now contested on a wrestling
mat rather than in a cage.
The format is freestyle
wrestling under RAF rules,
not mixed martial arts. Both
veterans bring grappling
experience to the table.
Cerrone owns 17 submission
wins in MMA and has taken
part in grappling events.
This includes a submission
victory over Rafael dos
Anjos at Submission
Underground 19. ?39-year-old
Pettis, a former UFC light-
weight champion with 11

submission wins, has dab-
bled in boxing and had a
grappling draw against
Jorge Masvidal in 2019. None
of the fighters have fought
since 2024, with Cerrone last
reappearing in the UFC in
June 2022 and Pettis most
recently fighting in July
2024. UFC legends collide
again as Cerrone and Pettis
chase unfinished business
For Donald Cerrone, 43, this
marks his first approved
bout in four years after retir-
ing following a loss to Jim
Miller at UFC 276.

BIRTHDAY BOY BEN
SHELTON CRUISES INTO
SHANGHAI MASTERS
THIRD ROUND

U.S. Open runner-up Ben
Shelton celebrated his 24th
birthday on Friday by
advancing to the third
round of the Shanghai
Masters with a 6-3, 7-6(6)
win over Daniel Altmaier
in the ATP Masters 1000
event. Shelton played for
the United States in the
Davis Cup after the U.S.
Open, losing both his sin-
gles matches, after with-
drawing from the Laver
Cup team event.Top seed
Alexander Zverev, who
beat Shelton in four sets in
the U.S. Open final at
Flushing Meadows, defeat-
ed Chinese wild card Wu
Yibing 6-4, 7-6(4). Novak
Djokovic, who won the
China Open on Tuesday
for the 102nd title of his
career, was scheduled to

play a night match against
Hubert Hurkacz.

Ninth-seeded Alex de
Minaur advanced via
walkover after his oppo-
nent, Alex Molcan, with-
drew with an undisclosed
ailment. De Minaur had
been forced to retire with
an adductor injury in the
China Open final against
Djokovic. Qualifier Rei
Sakamoto stunned 23rd-
seeded Andrey Rublev 6-4,
6-4. World No. 1 Jannik
Sinner withdrew from
Shanghai this week after
announcing he would
miss the remainder of the
2026 season due to a right
knee injury. Djokovic said
on Thursday that he plans
to reach out to Sinner
regarding his injury-
plagued season.
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“RANABAALI” WILL REMAIN A
MAJOR HIGHLIGHT OF MY
CAREER; VIJAY DEVERAKONDA

Surya, Nazriya Nazim begin their
musical journey in 'Scene' - Energetic
number 'Ammo Idi Everra' released

ijay Deverakonda
V and Rashmika

Mandanna are play-
ing the lead roles in the
highly anticipated pan-
India film “Ranabaali”,
directed by Rahul
Sankrityan. Presented by

T-Series and produced by
Naveen Yerneni and Y.
Ravi Shankar under the
banner of Mythri Movie
Makers,

the film is being mounted
on a huge Dbudget.
“Ranabaali” is gearing up

for a grand worldwide the-
atrical release on October
16, on the occasion of
Vijayadashami.

The grand trailer launch
event of the film was held
today in Hyderabad.
Speaking at the event,

H ero Suriya is team-
ing up with

Malayalam block-
buster 'Aavesham' fame
director Jithu
Madhavan for the
action-comedy enter-
tainer 'Seen'. Nazriya
Nazim is playing the
female lead, while

Anand Raj, Lal and Raj
Priyan are playing key
roles.

The film is being pro-
duced under the banners
of Jyothika, Surya
Jagaram Studios and 2D
Entertainment.
Jayashree Damodaran is
the co-producer.
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BHOGI MUSICAL JOURNEY
BEGINS SONG- EGILIVARANGA

C harming Star Sharwa is gearing up
to transport audiences to a bygone

era with Bhogi, an ambitious peri-
od action-drama helmed by Sampath
Nandi. Mounted on a grand scale, the film
is produced by KK Radhamohan under
Sri Sathya Sai Arts banner, with
Lakshmi Radhamohan presenting it. The
film’s promotions began recently with
the release of the teaser which received
overwhelming response.

Meanwhile, the musical promotions of
Bhogi have begun with the release of
Egilivaranga, a captivating folk number
that sets the tone for the film’s rustic
world. Renowned for his expertise in
composing earthy folk songs, Bheems
Ceciroleo delivers a beautiful composi-
tion packed with several musical varia-
tions. The song gradually builds momen-
tum, with its energy and intensity rising
as it progresses.

Set in the 1960s in Boggula Gutta, a vil-
lage on the Maharashtra—-Adilabad bor-
der, the song offers an authentic glimpse
into the rural life of that era. It captures
the region’s culture, traditions, caste-
based occupations, and the influence of
local feudal lords who held authority
over the lives of the villagers. Oscar-win-
ning lyricist Chandra Bose brings these
realities to life through lyrics rooted in

the natural Telangana dialect, portraying
the village’s social structure and every-
day experiences in a raw, realistic, and
unembellished manner.

“CRAZY KALYANAM IS A GOOD FAMILY ENTERTAINER -

PRODUCER BOOSAM JAGAN MOHAN REDDY

he film “Crazy
Kalyanam” stars VK
Naresh, Anupama
Parameswaran, Tharun

Bhascker and Akhil Uddemari,
known for “Raju Weds Rambai,”
in key roles. The film is being pro-
duced by passionate producer
Boosam Jagan Mohan Reddy as
Production No. 2 under the Arrow
Cinemas banner and is directed
by Badrappa Gajula.

“Crazy Kalyanam” is arriving in

theatres worldwide on October 16
for the Dasara festival. In a recent
interview, producer Boosam
Jagan Mohan Reddy shared the
highlights of the film.

- We made “Crazy Kalyanam”
with a good family entertainer
story. We initially planned to
release our film on October 30.
However, when Venkatesh garu’s
“Aadarsha Kutumbam” was post-
poned, everyone on our team sug-
gested that we release our film

during the festival. Since our film
is also a good family entertainer,
we felt it would be suitable for a
festive release. So, we are bring-
ing it to theatres on October 16.

- We have complete confidence in
our film’s content. Everyone who
listened to this script liked it.
Anupama, Naresh garu, Tharun
Bhascker and Akhil all said that
the story was very good. Our con-
fidence in the script, along with
their response, made us even

more confident. Since the film is
releasing on October 16,
Anupama, Naresh garu, Tharun
Bhascker and every other actor
are supporting us with the
remaining shoot. They all have
strong confidence in the film. We
will complete the remaining work
and bring it to theatres.

- I am in the advertising business.
I work on government advertise-
ments, documentaries and adver-
tisements for other companies.

Director Badrappa has been asso-
ciated with me for many years. I
like the film industry, and he is
also passionate about cinema. We
used to discuss stories, and when
Badrappa narrated this story to
me, I felt it was very good and
decided to produce it as a film. My
experience in ad filmmaking has
been very useful in handling
responsibilities as a producer.
This is my second film as a pro-
ducer.

- This film is set against a pure
Telangana backdrop, but it deals
with universal emotions. The
Telangana dialect used in our
film is not so typical that audi-
ences in Andhra Pradesh would
find it difficult to understand. It
will be easy for all Telugu audi-
ences to understand, and every-
one will like it.

- Although this is Badrappa
Gajula’s first film as a director, he
has worked on ad films.
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