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Total pilgrims :78,723
Tonsures : 37,664

Hundi kanukalu : 4.63 CR
Laddu sale... 4.48 Lac
‘Annaprasadam.3.04 Lac
Ashwini hospital..3,834
Present Situation on 01-
10-2026:

Wiaiting Compartments... Out-
side line at Octopus building
(Near Gogarbam Dam circle).

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam
(with out SSD Tokens)...24H.

INBRIEF

I BRING RS 50,000,
THEN USE TOILET: UP
WOMAN ACCUSES
IN-LAWS OF DOWRY
HARASSMENT

BHADOHI (UTTAR PRADESH): A
woman in Uttar Pradesh's Bhadohi
has alleged that her in-laws locked
the toilet in their house and prevent-
ed her from using it after she refused
to bring Rs 50,000 from her father as
dowry, police said on Thursday.
Superintendent of Police Abhinav
Tyagi said the complaint of Shabnam,
a resident of Roshan Tara locality, led
to an FIR against her father-inaw
Buniyaad, brothers-inaw lliyas and
Nanhku, and sisters-in-law Sana and
Rehana at the City Kotwali police sta-
tion on Wednesday.

IENGINEER
ALLEGEDLY RAPED
AT GUNPOINT

Bhubaneswar: In a shocking
incident, an unknown masked
miscreant allegedly sexually
assaulted a 26-year-old
woman engineer at gunpoint
in an apartment under the
Nayapalli police station areain
Bhubaneswar on Wednesday
night, the Commissionerate
Police said on Thursday. The
cops launched an investigation
after registering a case on the
basis of the complaint lodged
by the victim. Police sources
stated the victim, who report-
edly hails from Jagatsinghpur
district, is working as an engi-
neer with a private company
in Bhubaneswar.
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Shivakumar
alleges conspiracy

to delete 45 lakh
voters

Nation News

Telangana cabinet clears
2 pending DA mstalments,

reviews drought reliet

Hyderabad m (TSIT)

The Telangana Cabinet on
Thursday approved the
release of two pending instal-
ments of Dearness
Allowance (DA) for govern-
ment employees and
Dearness Relief (DR) for pen-
sioners. The Cabinet also
reviewed drought condi-
tions, paddy procurement
arrangements and measures
to meet the state's rising

Telangana records
rainfall deficit of 18 pc;
Andhra Pradesh 29 pc

Hyderabad (TSIT):
Telangana recorded a
rainfall deficit of 18 per
cent during the 2026
southwest monsoon sea-
son, while Andhra
Pradesh saw a shortfall
of about 29 per cent.
Within Andhra Pradesh,
the Rayalaseema region
recorded a huge deficit
of 40 per cent, while
Coastal Andhra and
Yanam saw a departure
of 17 per cent. Despite
receiving less rain than
normal, Telangana
ended the season in the
normal category.
According to the
Telangana Development
Planning Society, cumu-
lative rainfall from June
1 to October 1 was 615.6
mm against the normal
of 746.3 mm, a deviation
of -18 per cent. Out of 33
districts of Telangana,
15recorded normal rain-

fall, while the remaining
districts saw a deficit
ranging from 20 to 43 per
cent. The state capital,
Hyderabad, recorded a
28 per cent rainfall defi-
cit.The southwest mon-
soon (June-September),
which officially ended
on September 30, has
been weak for the
Telugu states. Though
the deficit was high
during July-August, a
deep depression over
the Bay of Bengal in
the last week of
September improved
the rainfall scenario.

electricity demand.

The two instalments,
pending since 2024, will be
sanctioned immediately,
while the accumulated
arrears will be paid in instal-
ments. According to the
Cabinet statement, Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
decided to honour the assur-
ance given during recent dis-
cussions with employees'
associations despite the
financial burden. The deci-

279th Annual Day

sion is expected to entail an
additional annual expendi-
ture of Rs.2,500 crore.

The Cabinet held detailed
discussions on conditions
attributed to E1 Nifio and the
rainfall deficit across
Telangana. The statement
said the state recorded near-
ly 17 per cent deficient rain-
fall during the monsoon sea-
son, which ended on
September 30, with around
235 mandals facing severe
rainfall shortages and
drought conditions.

Immediate relief mea-
sures will be discussed by a
Cabinet subcommittee. The
Chief Minister directed offi-
cials to organise an all-party
meeting shortly, along with
consultations  involving
farmers' organisations and
experts from different sec-
tors. The Cabinet sought
Central assistance, includ-
ing action concerning the
declaration of drought-
affected mandals.

India to open 2027
ODI World Cup
campaign against
Australia on Oct 7,

face Pakistan on Oct 10
SPORTS NEWS
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Rahul meets tribals in MP
after 32 die of diseases

Balaghat = (TSIT):
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday,
October 1, met the fami-
lies of tribal children
who have died of sus-
pected infectious diseas-
es in Madhya Pradesh’s
Balaghat district in the
last few months and said
he was pained at the loss
of precious lives and
accused the BJP govern-
ment of not discharging
its duty. He alleged that
the tragedy was a result
of the government’s fail-
ure to effectively tackle
diseases and malnutri-
tion in the tribal-domi-
nated district.

The Leader of
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha insisted adivasis
are the original inhabit-
ants and first owners of
the country, but
bemoaned they have
been left in the lurch in
the heart of the country.

Union Minister for Defence, Rajnath Singh lighting the lamp at Defence Accounts

Picnic ends in tragedy as 8 students drown
off Diveagar beach in Maharashtra’s Raigad

The students were part of a group of 25 boys, 17 girls and six teachers who had gone for a picnic at the beach

Mumbai = (TSIT)

Eight students on a picnic
drowned in the Arabian Sea
off the popular Diveagar
beach in Maharashtra’s
Raigad district on Thursday,
with the bodies of all the
victims being recovered,
police said.These students of
Class XI and XII were part of
a group from a private
coaching institute, ‘Winners
Academy’, based at Alandi
in Pune district, they said.

Located around 170 km
from Mumbai, Diveagar is
famous for its beach and his-
toric temples.

A police official said a
group of 48 people, including
25 boys, 17 girls and six
teachers, had gone for a pic-
nic at the beach under the
jurisdiction of the Dighi
Coastal Police Station.Eight

students ventured into the
sea and were swept away
after misjudging the depth of
the water and current, he
added.Search and rescue
teams rushed to the spot fol-
lowing an alert and recov-
ered the bodies, he said.
Police personnel and local
authorities are present at

the site to carry out further
legal and administrative
proceedings, the official
said. Meanwhile, terming
the incident as “heartbreak-
ing”, Shiv Sena MLA
Mahendra Dalvi, who repre-
sents the Alibag assembly
constituency, on Thursday
expressed disappointment

over the “lack of adequate
safety precautions” by the
local administration.The
lives of eight students ended
tragically during their trip
to Diveagar from Pune, he
said.“Such incidents keep
happening there time and
again, so the local adminis-
tration must take safety pre-
cautions. Young schoolchil-
dren may not be able to
assess the risks posed by the
sea, including high tide and
the depth of water,” he said,
stressing the need for mak-
ing appropriate arrange-
ments there.

Had these students been
guided or advised about the
unpredictable nature of the
sea, their lives would have
been saved. They should
have been cautioned against
venturing into the water, he
added.

Department’s 279th Annual Day at DRDO Bhawan, in New Delhi.. PIB Photo

Tribal have been left
to fend for themselves
and there was no gov-
ernment, either central
or state, here (in tribal
belt), he maintained.
Gandhi travelled by

road from Gondia in
neighbouring
Maharashtra to places
in Birsa development
block in Balaghat,
where he spent about an
hour meeting Baiga

tribal families, includ-
ing those who have lost
their children, and
patiently listening to
their grievances.

More than 1,200 peo-
ple from neighbouring
villages gathered to
meet Gandhi during his
visit, according to local
Congress leaders.

Before reaching Jagla
village, the Congress
MP visited a govern-
ment primary school in
Mate village, interacted
with children and
enquired about mid-day
meal being served to
them. At Jagla, Gandhi
told reporters that chil-
dren in the tribal areas
had died due to diseases
and malnutrition and
alleged that the BJP
government had failed
to provide adequate
healthcare, education
and employment sup-
port to people.

BCs will continue to receive
our support: CM Naidu

AP to move Supreme Court on 34% BC reservations

Visakhapatnam = TSIT:

Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu said
the coalition government
would continue to support
Backward Classes socially,
politically and economical-
ly. He announced that the
State would approach the
Supreme Court on Friday
challenging the High Court
order on 34 per cent BC res-
ervations in local bodies.
Addressing a public meet-

ing at Repalle after partici-
pating in the NTR Bharosa
pension distribution pro-
gramme, Mr. Naidu said 34
per cent reservation had
been provided to BCs in
local bodies in 1995. He
alleged that the previous
government reduced it to 24
per cent, resulting in thou-
sands of BCs losing opportu-
nities for elected positions.

He said the government
was focusing on welfare
along with development

and had spent Rs.76,000
crore on pensions so far.
House-site pattas worth
Rs.52,000 crore had been dis-
tributed to poor families,
while measures were being
taken to turn more DWCRA
women into entrepreneurs.
Rayalaseema to become
horticulture hub

Mr. Naidu said
Rayalaseema and neigh-
bouring districts would be
developed as a global horti-
culture hub with an invest-
ment of Rs.11akh crore. The
initiative would promote
horticulture, logistics and
tourism. He said
Suryalanka beach in
Bapatla would be developed
as a major tourism destina-
tion. Thirty-six develop-
ment projects worth
Rs.35,000 crore would be
completed over the next
three years, he added.

CJP's Dipke dares Fadnavis govt to
arrest him ahead of Mumbai agitation

Mumbai = (TSIT)

Launching a direct and fiery
broadside at Maharashtra
Chief Minister and Home
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) founder
Abhijeet Dipke on Thursday
warned the state govern-

ment against making tacti-
cal errors, daring the
authorities to arrest him

ahead of CJP's scheduled
demonstrations from
October 2 in Mumbai."Do
not repeat the mistake com-
mitted on July 20. If you
want to arrest us, do it right
now," he declared during a

press conference in Mumbai,

setting a tense backdrop for
his party's upcoming agita-

Left parties demand CEC Gyanesh
Kumar’s removal over SIR

Chennai = (TSIT):

Left parties staged demon-
strations at several places
across Tamil Nadu on
Thursday, demanding the
resignation or removal of
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar over what
they alleged was the disen-
franchisement of more than

13 crore voters during the
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.
Leading a demonstration
near Washermanpet in
Chennai, CPI(M) State
Secretary P Shanmugam
alleged that the SIR exercise
was being used to systemati-
cally delete targeted voters
from electoral rolls.

tion against Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar.

Calling Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar a "traitor to the
nation," Dipke demanded his
immediate resignation over
allegations of widespread
electoral roll manipulation.

Pakistani
airstrikes in
Afghanistan kill 9

Kabul = (TSIT):
Pakistani airstrikes in
Afghanistan killed nine
people and injured 11
others on Thursday,
according to the
Afghan Taliban govern-
ment, as tensions
between the two neigh-
bouring countries esca-
lated following months
of relative calm.
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DGP C.V. Anand Launches ‘Pause for Safety’ March,
Urges Citizens to Stay Alert to Cyber Fraud

Hyderabad, TSIT : Around 3,000
people participated in a two-kilome-
tre light march at People’s Plaza on
Necklace Road on Thursday as the
Telangana Cyber Security Bureau
(TGCSB) launched Cybersecurity
Awareness Month with the message
“Pause. Think. Verify.”

Director General of Police C.V.
Anand flagged off the “Cyber
Security Flash - Pause for Safety”
march in the presence of actor Adivi
Sesh, Principal Secretary to the
Government, Home Department,
and TGCSB Director Shikha Goel,
Commissioners of Police from

GOVERNMENT COMMITTED TO WELFARE OF SENIOR
CITIZENS: COLLECTOR TEJAS NAND LAL PAWAR

Hyderabad, Cyberabad, Malkajgiri
and Future City, and other senior
police officers.Addressing the gath-
ering, Anand said fraudsters exploit

Telangana

people’s tendency to act in a hurry.
While Telangana Police was
strengthening its response to cyber-
crime, an alert citizen remained the

Telangana Committed to
Welfare of Senior Citizens

first line of defence, he emphasised.

He urged people to pause for a few
seconds before clicking on links,
sharing information or making pay-
ments, saying such precautions could
prevent many frauds.Police person-
nel, students, ex-servicemen, repre-
sentatives of industrial and factory
communities, Sahachari women vol-
unteers from Malkajgiri, and citizens
with their families joined the march.
Participants switched on their
mobile phone flashlights and illumi-
nated LED wristbands, creating a
display of collective vigilance against
cyber fraud.

Suryapet, October 1 (TSIT):
District Collector Tejas
Nand Lal Pawar said that
the government and district
administration are commit-
ted to protecting the rights,
dignity, health and welfare
of senior citizens. He was
speakingattheInternational
Day of Older Persons pro-
gramme held at the
Integrated  Collectorate
meeting hall on Thursday.
The Collector said senior
citizens had played a signifi-
cant role in the development
of society and the district.
He advised them to main-

tain a disciplined daily rou-
tine, including walking,
reading newspapers and
books, spending time with
friends and engaging in
activities that promote hap-
piness and mental well-
being. He said special laws
were available for the pro-
tection and maintenance of
elderly parents and senior
citizens. He also informed
that free medicines were
being provided to BP and
diabetes patients through
PHCs in the district. Special
health camps and medical
services, including eye and
knee surgeries wherever
required, would be
arranged, he said.

Pawar urged senior citi-
zens to make use of the Day
Care Centre being run with
the support of the Red Cross
in Suryapet. He assured that
local issues of senior citi-
zens, including ration cards
and other civic concerns.

Minister Adluri Laxman

Hyderabad, TSIT:
Telangana is committed
to protecting the dignity,
safety, health and finan-
cial security of senior citi-
zens, Welfare Minister
Adluri Laxman Kumar
said on Thursday.
Addressing the state-
level International Day of
Older Persons programme
at Ravindra Bharathi,
alongside BC Welfare
Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar, he outlined the
government’s initiatives
for elderly people, includ-
ing pensions, healthcare,
day-care services and shel-
ter facilities.The Minister
directed officials to initiate
steps to designate a special
officer in every district to
help senior citizens bring
their grievances to the gov-
ernment’s attention. He
called for continuous dis-

trict-level monitoring of
welfare programmes, pro-
tection of their rights and
timely resolution of com-
plaints.Lakshman Kumar
said old-age homes were
being established in phas-
es across all 33 districts to
provide shelter, clothing,
nutritious food and basic
amenities to elderly peo-
ple facing neglect or
homelessness.

Jagtial Press Club Extends Financial
Aid to Injured Journalist

Rs.57,100 assistance handed over to senior journalist Nagaraju

Jagtial, October 1
(TSIT):The Jagtial Press
Club has reaffirmed its
commitment to the wel-
fare of journalists by
extending financial assis-
tance to senior journalist
Nagaraju, who was seri-
ously injured in an acci-
dent and is currently
undergoing treatment at
Icon Hospital in
Karimnagar.

Members of the Jagtial
Press Club and TUWJ
(IJU) visited Nagaraju at
the hospital on Thursday
and enquired about his
health and treatment.
They handed over
Rs.57,100 in financial
assistance, contributed by

the honorary members of
the Jagtial Press Club, to
help meet his medical
expenses.Speaking on the
occasion, Press Club
President Ellala Rajender
Reddy said journalists act
as a bridge between the
government and the pub-
lic and face several chal-
lenges while carrying out
their professional duties.

He said that supporting
journalists during times of
difficulty is a collective
responsibility and added
that the financial assis-
tance  extended to
Nagaraju was part of the
Press Club’s efforts to
stand by journalists in
times of need.
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KITS Warangal organises
technical seminar on
unlocking research funding

Hanumakonda, October 1: The Dean Research &
Development Office (R&D), Kakatiya Institute of
Technology & Science, Warangal (KITSW), organ-
ised a technical seminar on "Unlocking Research
Funding; Opportunities and Strategies" at the
Silver Jubilee Seminar Hall, KITS Warangal cam-
pus, as informed by the Principal, Prof. K. Ashoka
Reddy. It was organised as part of an MoU with
NIT Warangal for enhancing research skills and
applying research projects by the faculty.On this
occasion, the guest speaker, NIT Warangal Dean,
International Relations & Alumni Affairs (IRAA),
AICTE Distinguished Professional, HAG Professor
in ECE, Dr. T. Kishore Kumar, delivered an
insightful technical session on research project
schemes and highlighted the major NIRF compo-
nents. The four components are teaching learn-
ing, research and practice, graduates' outcome
and outreach programmes. Research is a process
that demands planning, forethought, commitment
and persistence. He shared valuable insights into
current research trends for getting research fund-
ing from agencies, technological advancements
and opportunities for interdisciplinary collabora-
tion and professional development as part of the
KITSW MoU with NIT Warangal.




www.thesouthindiatimes.com

Care for elderly begins at home,
says MLA Murali Nayak

Mahabubabad (TSIT):

Mahabubabad MLA Dr.

Bhukya Murali Nayak on

Thursday said caring for par-

ents and senior citizens was

the primary responsibility of

every family and called for

inculcating human values in MLC Takkellapalli Ravinder
children from an early age. Rao and District Collector
He was speaking at the Sneha Shabarish attended as
International Day of Older chief guests. Ravinder Rao
Persons programme organ- said the experience and guid-
ised at the Collectorate by the ance of senior citizens were
District Welfare Department. valuable to society.

Jungle Safari Resumes at Amrabad
Tiger Reserve

The South India Times //

Nagarkurnool: fter a three-month

break, the jungle safari at

Amrabad Tiger Reserve resumed

on Thursday. Amrabad Forest

Divisional Officer Yash Prakash

Singal, IFS, formally inaugurat-

ed the safari near the Farahabad

Gate. Speaking on the occasion,

Singal said the safari had been resumed to provide nature
lovers and tourists an opportunity to experience the scenic
beauty, wildlife and rich biodiversity of the Nallamala for-
est. He said the safari would also help create greater aware-
ness among visitors about wildlife conservation and protec-
tion of the forest ecosystem.

Telangana

PROVIDING NUTRITIOUS FOOD
TO STUDENTS IS THE
GOVERNMENT'S PRIMARY GOAL

HUSNABAD MUNICIPAL CHAIRPERSON DANDI LAKSHMI

The South India Times

Husnabad : Dandi Lakshmi, the Municipal
Chairperson of Husnabad in Siddipet district,
stated that the government's primary objective
is to provide nutritious food alongside quality
education to students in government schools
and colleges. As part of this initiative—aimed
at boosting college attendance and ensuring
students receive nutritious meals—the state
government's breakfast and mid-day meal
scheme was launched on Thursday at the
Government Boys' Junior College. Speaking on
the occasion, Municipal Chairperson Dandi
Lakshmi noted that the scheme would not only
improve students' health but also enable them
to focus better on their studies.

Collector reviews forest
protection and wetland
identification

Mahabubnagar,
October 1 (TSIT
Bureau): District
Collector Khushboo
Gupta on Thursday
reviewed measures
for preventing ille-
gal activities in for-
est areas, protecting
forest lands and identify-
ing wetlands at a meeting
with Forest, Revenue and
other concerned depart-
ment officials at the
Collectorate.The Collector
directed officials to take
strict measures against
illegal mining, sand extrac-
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District-Level Celebrations Held on
International Day of Older Persons

Narayanpet, October 1, 2026
(TSIT): District-level cele-
brations were held at the
RDO Office in Narayanpet
on Thursday to mark the
International Day of Older
Persons.

Speaking on the occasion,
District Senior Civil Judge
Smt. Vindhya Naik stated
that the District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA)
was always ready to provide
legal advice, guidance and
assistance to senior citi-
zens. She advised older per-
sons to make effective use of
the rights guaranteed to
them under the Constitution
and various laws. She
emphasized that family
members and society should
extend their support to
ensure that every senior
citizen leads a healthy,
happy and dignified life.

District Welfare Officer
Rajender Goud stated that
meals and snacks were
being provided daily to
senior citizens at the Day
Care Centre in Narayanpet
town. He added that recre-
ational facilities, including

carrom boards and chess,
had also been arranged at
the centre. He urged senior
citizens in the town to make
full use of these facilities.

He further stated that an
Old Age Home was avail-
able for senior citizens in
need of care and protection.
He appealed to the public to
inform the District Welfare
Department about elderly
persons who require care or
assistance. He assured that
necessary steps would be
taken to identify such per-
sons, provide them with
protection and admit them
to the Old Age Home.

He also stressed the
importance of understand-
ing and exercising the legal

rights of senior citizens. He
stated that elderly persons
facing difficulties due to
their children or other fam-
ily members could submit
applications at the RDO
Office to seek appropriate
assistance. District Senior
Civil Judge Smt. Vindhya
Naik, District Welfare
Officer Rajender Goud,
Field-Level Officer Sai, rep-
resentatives of  Good
Universe NGO, Lions Club
Chairperson Ravikumar
Goud, member Atmaram,
senior citizens from across
the district, Anganwadi
teachers, ASHA workers
and staff of the District
Welfare Department partic-
ipated in the programme.
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tion and tree felling. She
also asked them to compile
mandal-wise details of
lands under Revenue pat-
tas within forest areas.
Officials informed the
Collector that the process
relating to six out of 521
identified wetlands had
been completed.

Elders’ Experience Is a
Guiding Force for Society:
Sampath Rao

Mulugu, October 1, TSIT: The experience and
wisdom of senior citizens serve as a guiding
force for society, said District Additional
Collector (Local Bodies) Sampath Rao.On the
occasion of International Day of Older
Persons-2026, a programme was organized on
Thursday at the meeting hall of the Integrated
District Offices Complex in Mulugu under the
joint auspices of the District Rural Development
Agency and the Department for Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities, Senior Citizens
and Transgender Persons. District Additional
Collector Sampath Rao attended the programme
as the chief guest.Speaking on the occasion, he
said that age affects only the body and has no
connection with the age of the mind.He said the
government had enacted special laws for the
welfare of all sections of society and was imple-
menting welfare-oriented governance. He urged
senior citizens to make use of the Day Care
Centre, assuring them that the government
would always stand by them.He also encour-
aged elderly women to join special women’s
groups and make use of government schemes
and the services provided by the groups. He
advised family members to care for senior citi-
zens with love and affection and to pay special
attention to their health, safety and welfare.
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Drone fly show
draws huge
response in

Tirupati

Tirupati: The drone fly show organ-
ised on Thursday in Tirupati under
the aegis of the Information and
Public Relations Department, as part
of the ‘Global Horticulture Hub -
Rayalaseema Rising’ outreach pro-
gramme aimed at developing the
Rayalaseema region as a world horti-
culture centre, received an excep-
tional response.The programme was
held in the evening at the Nehru
Municipal Sports Complex opposite
the Tirupati Municipal Corporation
office. Through drones, an awareness
video was screened in an attractive

manner.

SBI LHO Amaravati observes
Swachhata Hi Seva 2026

Hyderabad: As part of
the Swachhata Hi Seva
2026 campaign, SBI LHO
Amaravati conducted a
cleanliness drive titled
"Ek Din Ek Ghanta Ek
Saath" at East Maredpally
Public Park, Hyderabad.

The programme includ-
ed a plantation drive and
a health camp for Safai
Mitras. Personal protec-
tive (PP) kits were dis-
tributed to the Safai
Mitras, who were also
felicitated in recognition
of their service.

The drive was led by
CMC members, including

CGM Shri Sushil Kumar.
Shri Prafulla Kumar
Jena, GM, NW-1; Shri
Kundan Jyoti, GM, NW-2;
Shri Vishal Saxena, GM,
NW-3; and Shri Sushil
Kumar Hans, DGM &
CDO, participated along
with other senior offi-
cials and staff members.
Around 100 SBI staff
members enthusiasti-
cally took part in the
activities. The pro-
gramme reflected SBI's
continued commitment
to cleanliness, commu-
nity welfare and social
responsibility.

Vijayawada/ Telangana

Hyderabad (TSIT): Srinivas of
Sloka Advertising has been re-

continuing his association with
the industry's apex body.

Srinivas re-elected to AAAI

board of directors

Commenting on his re-

election, Srinivas said,
"It is a tremendous hon-
our to bere-elected to the
AAAI Board and to have
the opportunity to serve
alongside some of the
experienced leaders in
our industry. I look for-
ward to working closely with
the newly elected President, Mr.
Sandeep Goyal, Vice President
Mr. Jaideep Gandhi and my fel-
low Board members. My com-
mitment remains to contribute
constructively towards building
a vibrant, ethical, and progres-

and

truly
large

sive environment for our mem-
bers and to address the present

elected to the Board of Directors challenges faced by the
of the Advertising Agencies Advertising Industry."
Association of India (AAAI), He added that in the current

scenario, the advertising indus-

try is going through a
tough phase with
changing marketing
dynamics, and this
needs to be addressed
on a war footing. The
Advertising Agencies
Association of India
(AAAT) is a non-profit,
industry-led and

industry-managed trade associ-
ation formed in 1945 to promote
industry interests so that they
continue to make an essential

ever-increasing contribu-

tion to the nation. AAAI today is

representative, with a very
number of small.

Bank of Baroda Hyderabad Zone
organises Swachhata Hi Seva Abhiyan

Hyderabad, 01.10.2026:
Bank of Baroda,
Hyderabad Zone, organ-
ised a cleanliness drive
under the Swachhata Hi
Seva 2026 Campaign,
reaffirming its commit-
ment towards -cleanli-
ness, hygiene, environ-
mental sustainability
and civic responsibility.

The cleanliness drive
witnessed active partici-
pation from officials and
staff members of Bank
of Baroda Hyderabad
city. During the cam-
paign, participants
undertook cleanliness
activities in and around
the designated area and
spread awareness about
the importance of main-
taining clean, hygienic
and environmentally
sustainable surround-
ings. Speaking on the
occasion, Shri M. V. S.
Sudhakar, General
Manager & Zonal Head,

Bank of Baroda,
Hyderabad Zone,
emphasised that cleanli-
ness is a collective
responsibility and
encouraged employees
to adopt sustainable and
responsible practices in
their daily lives. He also
felicitated the GHMC
sanitation workers in
recognition of their ded-
icated services and con-
tribution towards main-
taining clean and
hygienic surroundings.
The campaign con-
cluded with a Swachhata

GM Leads Shramdaan and Inspection
at Visakhapatnam Railway Station

Visakhapatnam,TSIT.

South Coast Railway
General Manager Sandeep
Mathur led a mega cleanli-
ness and awareness drive at
Visakhapatnam Railway
Station on Wednesday as
part of the nationwide
‘Swachhata Hi Seva-2026’
campaign. Under the theme
‘Ek Din, Ek Ghanta, Ek
Saath’, the General Manager,
Principal Heads of
Departments, senior officers
and staff participated in
Shramdaan at the
Gnanapuram circulating
area and station entry prem-
ises. He later inspected vari-
ous areas of the station, with
particular focus on Platform
No. 8, and reviewed the func-
tioning of ride-on scrubber-
driers, high-pressure jet
cleaners and mechanised
floor sweepers. Mathur also
inspected drinking water

booths, waiting halls, cater-
ing stalls, foot overbridges
and track beds and reviewed
solid waste segregation and
disposal arrangements. A
newly introduced electrical-
ly operated solar/smart
compaction litter bin was
inaugurated by a Safai Mitra
in his presence. The GM
directed station authorities
and the Railway Protection
Force to strengthen CCTV-
based anti-littering surveil-
lance and impose spot fines
on offenders. He interacted
with  passengers and
appealed to them to main-
tain cleanliness and use des-
ignated waste bins. As part
of the campaign, South Coast
Railway will organise an ‘Ek
Ped Maa Ke Naam’ planta-
tion drive at the newly con-
structed Zonal Headquarters
complex at Mudasarlova on

October 2.

104th MES Day Celebrated at
Naval Base, Visakhapatnam

Visakhapatnam,TSIT : The
104th Military Engineer
Services Day was celebrat-
ed at Naval Base,
Visakhapatnam, on
September 28 and 29 with a
series of programmes high-
lighting the crucial role of
MES in infrastructure
development and opera-
tional preparedness of the
Indian Armed Forces. The
celebrations included User
and Technical Awareness
Seminars and a Product
Exhibition, providing a
platform for technical

interaction, knowledge
sharing and awareness of
contemporary engineering
solutions and practices.
Vice Admiral Susheel
Menon, AVSM, VSM, Chief
of Staff, Eastern Naval
Command, interacted with
MES personnel and appre-
ciated their dedicated
efforts and professional
contribution towards
enhancing the operational
capability of the Armed
Forces.

The contribution of
Pankaj Tyagi, Chief

Engineer (N),
Visakhapatnam, and MES
personnel towards infra-
structure augmentation,
maintenance of critical
assets and operational pre-
paredness of the Eastern
Naval Command was also
acknowledged. The cele-
brations reaffirmed the
commitment of MES to
provide robust, reliable
and responsive engineer-
ing support for meeting
the infrastructure and
operational requirements
of the Armed Forces.

pledge by the partici-
pants, reaffirming their
commitment to main-
taining cleanliness and
creating greater aware-
ness about hygiene,
environmental protec-
tion and responsible citi-
zenship. Bank of Baroda
remains committed to
contributing towards
building a cleaner,
healthier and more sus-
tainable society through
various community-
focused initiatives and
social responsibility
programmes.
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GITAM School of Law Signs MoU
with World Trade Center

Visakhapatnam,TSIT : GITAM School of
Law has signed an MoU with the World
Trade Center Association (WTCA), Pune,
to strengthen academia-industry collabo-
ration and promote sustainable develop-
ment. The MoU was signed at GITAM
Deemed University by Neeraj Khetrapal,
representative of WT'CA, Pune, and Dr.
Moumita Sen Chakraborty, Director,
GITAM School of Law. Neeraj Khetrapal
said the WTCA conducts specialised
courses on sustainable development, the
Blue Economy and the role of education-
al institutions in achieving the UN
Sustainable Development Goals.

Dr. Moumita Sen Chakraborty said

the partnership would help students
understand emerging national and
international legal
new laws and legal issues across dif-
ferent sectors.

Under the MoU, GITAM law students
will get an opportunity to study at the
World Trade Center Academy in Pune.
The collaboration will also provide fac-
ulty skill development, specialised stu-
dent training, industry-oriented learning
and professional development opportuni-
ties. Faculty members of GITAM School
of Law, Coordinator Astil and officials of
the World Trade Center participated in
the programme.

developments,

EC Revises Special Intensive
Revision Schedule for AP

Visakhapatnam,TSIT : The Election
Commission of India has revised the
schedule for the Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls in Andhra
Pradesh, with July 1, 2026 as the quali-
fying date. According to an order dated
September 30, 2026, the Commission
has extended the Notice Phase and dis-
posal of Claims & Objections from July
31 to October 10, 2026. The Final
Publication of the electoral roll will
now be made on October 16, 2026. The
revised schedule follows a request
from the Chief Electoral Officer,

Andhra Pradesh.

The

Election

Commission directed that all officials
concerned be informed of the revised
schedule and that wide publicity be Political parties will also be informed

given

Foundation laid for One-Stop
Centre at Bheemili

Visakhapatnam,TSIT : A
foundation-laying ceremony
was held on Thursday for the
construction of a new Mission
Shakti-One Stop Centre at the
Bheemili Community Health
Centre premises, aimed at
providing comprehensive
support services to women
and girls. Joint Collector G.
Vidyadhari performed the
bhoomi puja and laid the
foundation stone. The centre

is among 11 new One-Stop
Centres sanctioned across
the State. Speaking on the
occasion, the Joint Collector
said the centre would provide
women and girls facing
domestic violence, harass-
ment and sexual abuse with
medical assistance, police
protection, free legal aid, psy-
chological counselling and
temporary shelter under one
roof.

NCC cadets pay tribute to Mahatma
Gandhit and conduct cleanliness

The NCC cadets of St.
Ann's  High  School
Petbasheerabad actively
participated in a series of
community service activi-
ties organised under the
2(T) Battalion NCC Unit,
commemorating the ideals
and principles of Mahatma
Gandhi.

A total of 60 NCC cadets
took part in the pro-
gramme. As part of the
tribute, 10 Junior Division
(JD) cadets  visited
Jeedimetla Village and
paid homage to Mahatma
Gandhi, recalling his mes-
sage of truth, non-violence
and cleanliness.

As part of the commu-
nity service initiative, 28
JD cadets and 22 Junior
Wing (JW) cadets partici-
pated in a cleanliness
drive at Fox Sagar Lake.
The cadets collected gar-
bage and waste from the
surrounding area, con-
tributing to a cleaner and

healthier environment.
Their efforts reflected the
NCC values of discipline,
social  responsibility,

civic sense and
community ser-
vice. The pro-
gramme provided
the cadets with an
opportunity to
put into practice
Mahatma
Gandhi's vision of
cleanliness and
responsible citi-

zenship while creating
awareness about the
importance of keeping
public spaces clean.

through available

media.

of the modified schedule in writing.

DR. PRIYANKA ADLA WINS GOLD
MEDAL AND FIRST CASH PRIZE
FOR BEST PHD THESIS
Dr. Priyanka Adla has won the Prof. Sada Suvudu
Memorial Gold Medal for the best PhD thesis in

Biochemistry. She also received the first cash
prize for her doctoral research.

Smart bazaar announces
tyohaar ready sale

SMART Bazaar is all set to
kickstart the festive sea-
son with its Tyohaar
Ready Sale, running from
2nd to 7th October 2026.
Customers can look for-
ward to exciting offers and
great value across fashion,
home décor, gifting, gro-
ceries, homeware and fes-
tive essentials—all under
one roof.

The sale brings a range
of attractive deals designed
to make festive shopping
more rewarding for fami-
lies. Among the top offers,
shoppers can enjoy Buy
Any 1, Get Any 1 Free on
the widest range of Indian
sweets from leading sweet
brands. Festive fashion
starts at just Rs. 199, offer-
ing affordable styles for
the whole family.

Other highlights include
Biryani Basmati Rice at
Rs. 95 per kg on selected
variants, and Cold Drinks
& Juices available on a
Buy Any 3 Get Any 1 Free

offer. With unbeatable
deals and a wide assort-
ment, SMART Bazaar
invites families to get
Tyohaar Ready and make
their festive shopping big-
ger and more enjoyable.

The sale covers every-
thing needed to celebrate
the season, from daily gro-
ceries and homeware to
gifting and décor, making
it a one-stop destination
for festive preparations.
Shoppers are encouraged
to mark their calendars for
2nd to 7th October 2026
and visit their nearest
SMART Bazaar to cele-
brate more and save more
this festive season.
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DGP C.V. Anand Welcomes Rs.2 Cr CSR
Support for Young India Police School

Hyderabad, October 1
(TSIT): MYK Laticrete,
through the MYK
Foundation, contributed
Rs.2 crore towards the
construction of the aca-
demic block at Young
India Police School

(YIPS) in Manchirevula.

The company’s Managing
Director and Vice
Chairman Murali
Yadama handed over the
cheque to Telangana
Director General of
Police C.V. Anand at the

Gaurav Patwari, Chief Business Officer-Air, Cleartrip,
speaking at the Holiday Packages press briefing.

L-R: Piyush Sharma, Head of Product, Emerging
Businesses (Hotels, Bus, Trains, Holiday Packages
and UARP), Cleartrip; Arihant Kothari, Category
Head-Holiday Packages, Cleartrip; Gaurav Patwari,
Chief Business Officer-Air, Cleartrip.

DGP’sofficeon Thursday.

Welcoming the contri-
bution, Anand described
education as an invest-
ment that leaves a lasting
impact on society. He said
support from donors and
corporate organisations

Telangana

under Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
would strengthen the
school’s infrastructure
and benefit future
generations.“Support
extended by donors for
this initiative is a wel-
come development. A con-
tribution made towards
education will always
remain valuable to soci-
ety and continue to bene-
fit generations to come,”
he said.Anand said YIPS
was aimed at providing
quality education and bet-
ter opportunities to the
children of police person-
nel and the general pub-
lic. Participation by cor-
porate organisations and
other stakeholders would
help create sustainable
educational infrastruc-
ture, he added.

Hyderabad, TSIT : CMR
Shopping Mall, known for
its wide range of collec-
tions and focus on custom-
er satisfaction, has inau-
gurated its new showroom
at Vanasthalipuram in
Hyderabad. The new out-
let is expected to cater to
customers from
Vanasthalipuram and
surrounding areas. The
showroom was inaugurat-
ed in the presence of CMR
Group Chairman Sri
Mavuri Venkata Ramana
Rao and Director Sri
Mavuri Balaji Rao.
Former MP and All India
Professionals Congress
Chairman Sri Madhu
Yaskhi Goud, along with
several public representa-
tives, political leaders and
other dignitaries, attend-
ed the inauguration.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sri P. Krishna
Yadav, said CMR
Shopping Mall offers cus-
tomers a wide range of
quality clothing and jew-
ellery collections. He said

Voters Issued Notices Need Not Visit
ERO Offices for Routine Hearings

Hyderabad, October
(TSIT):

1

Booth Level

Officers (BLOs) will visit
the homes of electors
who have been issued

notices, collect their doc-
uments and upload them
on ECI Net for decisions
by Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs) or
Assistant Electoral
Registration  Officers
(AEROs), according to
points released for a
press briefing on
Thursday.

Such electors need not
be called to ERO or
AERO offices for hear-
ings. Only exceptional
cases, as determined by
the officers concerned,

will require hearings,

preferably onlin

through convenient com-

munication modes. The
software has been updat-
ed to facilitate the pro-
cess.

Electors may authorise
an adult family member
to attend a hearing on
their behalf, if necessary.

required

In cases involving genu-
e ine electors who lack the
documents,

EROs will conduct local
enquiries before taking a
decision.

The briefing points
also directed officials to
establish adequate help-
desks and organise spe-
cial camps for labourers,

night shelters.

Minister Vakiti Srihari-Led
Telangana Delegation Watches
Asian Games in Japan

Hyderabad
(TSIT): A
Telangana gov-
ernment delega-

tion led by Sports
Minister Vakiti
Srihari watched

the Asian Games
being held in
Aichi-Nagoya,
Japan, as part of a
visit to study
international
sporting facilities and
competition manage-
ment.

The delegation
includes government
representative A.P.

Jithender Reddy, for-
mer Sports Authority

chairman Shivasena
Reddy and Sports
Authority Vice
Chairman and

Managing Director Soni
Bala Devi.During the
visit, the delegation
observed the organisa-

Mangalya Shopping Mall grand
exhibition sale opens in Uppal

Hyderabad: Mangalya
Shopping Mall has opened
its grand exhibition sale
in Uppal, drawing large
crowds of shoppers and
fans from the morning.
Founded in 2012 in
Warangal, Telangana,
Mangalya Shopping Mall
has rapidly expanded, set-
ting new trends in the tex-
tile and retail industry.
Known for offering high-
quality garments at
affordable prices,
Mangalya has established
a strong presence across
Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, and Karnataka.

The exhibition sale in
Uppal was inaugurated
by renowned anchor
Rashmi Gautam as the
chief guest. She lit the
ceremonial lamp,
explored the various
exhibition sections, and
interacted joyfully with
fans. Special collections
for upcoming festivals
like Bathukamma and

Dasara attracted large
crowds right from the
morning, creating a
vibrant atmosphere.

After the ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony, Rashmi
Gautam expressed confi-
dence that the people of
Uppal will warmly sup-
port Mangalya Shopping
Mall and that it will
achieve great success
with their blessings.

Directors Kasam
Namashivaya, Kasam
Mallikarjuna, Kasam
Kedarinath, Kasam

Shivaprasad, and Pulluru
Arun Kumar shared their
vision: "Our secret to suc-
cess is providing high-
quality garments suited
for every class and occa-
sion at affordable prices.
We design our exclusive
handloom products to

match modern market
trends, keeping us ahead
in the textile business."

The mall features the
latest fashion collections
for women, men, youth,
and children, along with
heavy wedding collec-
tions tailored for mar-
riages and celebrations.
With this exhibition,
Uppal residents no longer
need to travel far for wed-
ding and festive shop-
ping, as quality garments
are now available locally.
Offering a wide price
range from INR 99 up to
INR 1 Lakh, Mangalya
stands out as a complete
family shopping mall.

Currently thriving
across three states, the
directors announced
plans to launch 10 new
projects in these states
and expand into Tamil
Nadu in the near future,
marching toward becom-
ing a top Pan-India retail
brand.

tion of internation-
al competitions,
sporting infrastruc-
ture and facilities
provided to ath-
letes. The tour
offered an opportu-
nity to examine
arrangements at a
major international
sporting event first-
hand.According to
the press note, the
visit is intended to help
identify practices rele-
vant to strengthening
sports development in
Telangana and prepar-
ing the State’s athletes
for international compe-
tition.

poor and homeless per-
sons, and those living in

The declaration
attached to Form-6 must
be used only during the
Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) period
and should not be insist-
ed upon outside that
period. Reasoned orders
will be issued only when
an elector is found ineli-
gible by the ERO or
AERO. Form-7 applica-
tions received in bulk
will be examined with
special care.

The status of disposal
of notices will be dis-
played daily on ERO
office notice boards and
shared with political par-
ties and the media. Lists
of claims and objections

every working day.

in Forms 9, 10, 11, 11A
and 11B will be displayed
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CMR Shopping Mall Opens New
Showroom in Vanasthalipuram

the new showroom pro-
vides an extensive selec-
tion of sarees, traditional
wear, western wear, kids’
collections and other fash-
ion products. Special
attention has been given

to providing customers
with a comfortable shop-
ping experience and qual-
ity products.

The new showroom fea-
tures collections suitable
for women, men and chil-
dren, including traditional,
contemporary and lifestyle
wear. The management said
the outlet would offer attrac-
tive prices and special pro-
motions to customers.

As part of the inaugura-
tion offers, printed cotton
sarees are being offered at
Rs.89, along with several
other special discounts
and promotional offers.
CMR Shopping Mall said
the new outlet would
strengthen its presence in
Vanasthalipuram and
provide customers in the
area with a wider choice
of quality products.

Telangana Guv, CM Reddy
commend pilot Smit
Machchhar’s bravery

Hyderabad, Oct 1
Telangana  Governor
Shiv Pratap Shukla and
Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy have
commended Captain
Smit Machchhar, who
prevented a Flydubai
flight from crashing
after his co-pilot alleg-
edly tried to take control
of the aircraft during a
flight from Dubai to Tel
Aviv on Wednesday.
The Governor com-
mended Captain Smit
Machchhar for his cour-
age and presence of mind
in a moment of grave
peril.“Despite sustaining
serious injuries, Captain

Smit Machchhar
remained focused on pro-
tecting others. His

prompt action helped
avert a major tragedy and

save precious lives,” he
said.“I salute Captain
Smit Machchhar’s
indomitable spirit and
sense of duty. His cour-
age is an inspiration to
the nation,” the Governor
said, while praying for
his speedy recovery and
good health. Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
commended Flydubai
pilot Smit Machchhar for
his courage and unwav-
ering commitment to pas-
senger safety.

Chennai Shopping Mall grandly
Inaugurated in Nirmal

Nirmal, October 1: The Chennai
Shopping Mall was grandly inau-
gurated in Nirmal, marking a new
chapter in the town's retail and
fashion landscape. The inaugura-
tion of its 35th showroom was held
on Thursday in the presence of
popular Telugu actress Sreeleela
and several other dignitaries. Her
arrival attracted a large number of
fans, turning the surroundings
into a lively and festive atmo-
sphere.Speaking on the occasion,
Sreeleela encouraged people to
shop with their families and
expressed happiness that the new
showroom has brought lakhs of
designs and a wide variety of cloth-
ing collections to the people of
Nirmal. She said The Chennai
Shopping Mall has become a trust-
ed destination for customers.The
showroom offers lakhs of designs,

Jagga Reddy unveils

medals for

kickboxing

championship

Hyderabad, October 1:
TPCC Working
President Jagga Reddy
on Thursday unveiled
the medals and prizes to
be presented to winners
of the Freedom Fighters
Memorial Kickboxing
Championship, sched-
uled for October 2 at

Chauhan

Function Hall

in Sangareddy.

Organisers

said prepara-

tions for the

championship

were nearing

completion.

The event aims

to identify

sporting talent

and encourage

young people to

take up sports,

with partici-

pants from var-

ious regions

expected to

compete. Grand

Master Md.

Sajid, leaders Bongula

Ravi and Koona

Santosh, Municipal

Vice-Chairman Shafi

Hafeez and Town

Congress President

Kiran Goud were among

those present at the
unveiling.

with clothing suitable for festivals,
weddings, auspicious occasions
and everyday use, all under one
roof. The inauguration ahead of
Dussehra, Diwali and the wedding
season assumes significance from
a business perspective. The entry
of new retail establishments is also

expected to create employment
opportunities and increase visitors
to the town. The event was attend-
ed by Adilabad MP Godam Nagesh,
Nirmal MLA Aleti Maheshwar
Reddy, Marri Retail Limited
Managing Director Marri Venkata
Reddy, and other dignitaries.

Gift Garden Inaugurated
by Vishnu Reddy

Hanumakonda, October 1, TSIT: Vishnu Reddy,
son-in-law of Warangal West MLA Naini
Rajender Reddy, attended as the chief guest and

formally inaugurated

the newly established

Gift Garden at Nakkalagutta in the Warangal
West constituency on Thursday. On the occa-
sion, he congratulated the management and
suggested that they provide customers with
quality gifts at affordable prices. Senior leader
Naini Lakshma Reddy, local division president

Kareem, and

leaders

Konda Nagaraju,

Lakshman, and others participated in the pro-

gramme.
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Shivakumar alleges

conspiracy to delete
4.5 lakh voters

BENGALURU: Karnataka Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar on
Thursday alleged that there were
“conspiracies” going on to delete a

large number of votes by
individuals who are filing
multiple applications to
erase names from the elec-
toral roll under the ongo-
ing SIR in the state.He also
called SIR a “big fraud.”
Addressing a press confer-
ence here, he accused the
BJP of involved in this

conspiracy to delete “minorities,
Dalits and ST voters” from the elec-
toral roll.Shivakumar threatened
that he would sit at the office of the

Chief  Electoral

Officer V
Anbukkumar until an inquiry is
ordered into the matter. He also
asked the Election Commission to

file FIR on “vote theft”

and

electoral

offence.“There are many
instances of individuals

filing multiple applica-
tions in different names
deleting
Minorities, Dalits, tribals
are being targeted to
remove their names from
electoral roll under Special Intensive
Shivakumar claimed.
According to him, applications have
been filed to delete 45 lakh votes.

for

Revision,”

voters.

CRY calls for collective action to protect
children in the digital world

Chennai : As children’s lives
become increasingly intertwined
with the digital world, Child
Rights and You (CRY) called for
collective action to make cyber-
space safer for children during
the National Study Conference
2026 on “Youth Volunteering and
Social Work: Building a
Sustainable and Shared Future”,
organised by Madras Christian
College, Chennai, on Monday.
The conference brought together
students, social work profession-
als, volunteers and other stake-
holders to discuss emerging
issues affecting children and
young people.

Speaking during the session
on Youth Digital Action, John
Roberts, Regional Director -
South, CRY, said technology had
brought numerous opportunities
but had also increased the risks
faced by users. “Online risks and
threats are growing, and nobody
— irrespective of age, gender or
social class - is immune to these
risks. Particularly, children are

more vulnerable,” he said, high-
lighting the growing complexity
of the digital risk landscape.

John said CRY has been tak-
ing up pressing child-rights
issues through campaigns and
had launched its national cam-
paign on online safety this year.
He said the campaign encourag-
es children, parents and commu-
nities to pause and think before
taking any action online. He
added that the campaign is being
taken across 23 states, reaching
schools and children, working
with parents and engaging with
police, corporate organisations
and communities.

Nearly 20 fold increase in
Cybercrime against children

Presenting CRY’s analysis of
National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) data, Jayakaran, AGM -
Programmes, CRY, said regis-
tered cybercrime cases against
children had increased nearly
20-fold between 2017 and 2024, ris-
ing from 88 cases in 2017 to 1,902
in 2023, before declining to 1,753

in 2024. He noted that despite the
decline in 2024, the number
remained nearly 20 times the
2017 figure. Jayakaran also
pointed to the nature of the
offences recorded in the data,
saying that 60-80% of registered
cybercrime cases against chil-
dren since 2020 involved child
sexual abuse material (CSAM).

Highlighting the situation in
South India, Jayakaran said
that 944 of the 1,902 cybercrime
cases against children regis-
tered nationally in 2023 - almost
one in two - came from
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh combined. He noted
that the combined figure for the
five states fell to 441 in 2024,
alongside the broader national
decline, but cautioned that
NCRB figures represent cases
reported and registered by the
police and therefore cannot, by
themselves, establish the true
extent of online harm to chil-
dren.

Bengaluru: Hi Life Brides brings a
luxurious celebration of all things
beautiful for brides and their spe-
cial moments to Bangalore. The
event promises an exquisite show-
case of bridal wear, designer wear,
bridal couture, stunning jewellery,
and glamorous trousseau and
accessories, all under one roof.
From the perfect bridal ensem-

Karnataka

Hi life brides comes
to bangalore

ble to elegant festive looks, visitors
can discover styles crafted to make
every celebration unforgettable.
Whether preparing for a wedding
or a festive occasion, the exhibi-
tion offers a curated destination
for brides seeking inspiration and
refined fashion.

The event will be held on 3rd and
4th October at Taj West End,
Bangalore. It invites brides-to-be

festive

and fashion lovers to begin their
journey toward a beautifully
unforgettable celebration. With a
focus on luxury, elegance and vari-
ety, Hi Life Brides aims to be
Bangalore's ultimate bridal and

shopping destination,

bringing together designers, jewel-
lers and accessory brands for a
truly special experience.

THE EARTHSHOT PRIZE AND SERUM
INSTITUTE OF INDIA JOIN FORCES TO
BACK CLIMATE INNOVATION AT
MUMBAI SUMMIT 2026

Bengaluru : The Earthshot
Prize has announced Serum
Institute of India as a princi-
pal sponsor of its 2026
Summit in Mumbai, bring-
ing together two organisa-
tions committed to support-
ing innovation with the
potential to improve lives at
scale. The collaboration will
support a global gathering of
environmental innovators,
investors, philanthropists
and business leaders focused
on accelerating solutions to
the world’s most pressing
environmental challenges.

The Earthshot Prize
Summit Mumbai 2026 will be
a key part of the programme,
creating opportunities for
leaders across sectors to
build collaborations and
mobilise support for envi-
ronmental solutions.

Jason Knauf, CEO of The
Earthshot Prize, said:“India
has an extraordinary track

record of turning ambitious
ideas into solutions that
improve lives at scale. As we
bring The Earthshot Prize to
Mumbai for the first time,
we are delighted to welcome
Serum Institute of India as a
principal sponsor of the
Summit. Their global experi-
ence in taking breakthrough
solutions from innovation to
impact reflects the ambition
at the heart of The Earthshot
Prize. Together, we want to
help environmental innova-
tors connect with the people
collaborations and support
that can help their solutions
go further, faster.”

Adar C. Poonawalla, CEO,
Serum Institute of India,
said: “Some of the world’s
greatest challenges can only
be addressed when bold
ideas are backed with the
resources and collaborations
needed to make them acces-
sible at scale.

High Court Takes Exception to Delay in Investigation of Criminal Case
Filed by Education Department Against Fake Educational Institution

Bengaluru : The
Karnataka High Court has
taken exception to the delay
in completing the investiga-
tion and filing a chargesheet
in connection with a com-
plaint lodged by the
Education Department
against Jamia
Muhammadiya Education
Society, Mumbai, which
runs Jamia Muhammadiya
Mansoora Institution.

The complaint was filed at
the Kothanur Police Station
on January 27 this year,
alleging that fake documents
had been submitted and
seeking action against the
institution. The High Court
orally directed the
Bengaluru City Police
Commissioner to issue
appropriate instructions to
the Kothanur Police to com-
plete the investigation and
submit a report.

The direction was issued
by a Division Bench com-

prising Justice Jayant
Banerjee and Justice Tara
Vithasta Ganjoo while hear-
ing a petition filed by Abdul
Hameed Pasha.

Observing that the inves-
tigation had been taking an
excessively long time, the

Bench said that the
Bengaluru Police
Commissioner should issue
appropriate directions to the
Kothanur Police to avoid
unnecessary delay. The
investigation should be com-
pleted and the report sub-

mitted at the earliest, the

court said.
The Bench further direct-
ed the Additional

Government Advocate to
bring the order to the notice
of the Police Commissioner
without any delay.

C.N. Govindappa, who
was then the Block
Education Officer of the
School Education
Department, had filed a
criminal complaint at the
Kothanur Police Station in
January seeking action
against the educational
institution under Sections
318(4), 336 and 340 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS).

According to the report
obtained from the concerned
Investigating Officer regard-
ing the progress of the inves-
tigation, the investigation is
still underway and the final
report is yet to be submitted.
No chargesheet has so far

CMR National Art Camp ‘Brushes and Beyond 2026’
Brings Together 17 Artists from Across India

Bengaluru : The CMR
Group of Institutions today
inaugurated the 7th edition
of the CMR National Art
Camp, ‘Brushes and Beyond
2026’, at the CMR University
Lakeside Campus. The
12-day camp brings together
17 artists from across the
country and celebrates
India’s diverse artistic tradi-
tions and contemporary cre-
ativity.The camp was inau-
gurated by Prof. Dr.
Choodamani Nandagopal,
internationally acclaimed
art historian, author and
academician, and Prof. V.B.
Nanda Gopal, Professor of
Entrepreneurship and
Family Businesses, along
with other dignitaries. Prof.
Dr. Choodamani
Nandagopal also unveiled
the artworks created by
CMR University students as
part of the camp. Prof.
Muralidhar Reddy, Nitara,
CoE, CMR University, wel-
comed the artists and guests.
The participating artists are

working in painting, sculp-
ture, woodcut printing,
mixed media and textiles,
reflecting the range of
India's artistic traditions
and present-day expres-
sions.Addressing the gather-
ing, Dr. Choodamani
Nandagopal said, "Art is
interdisciplinary and draws
inspiration from society,
culture and the world
around us. Art camps pro-
vide artists with the space to

explore ideas, connect with
diverse perspectives and
transform creativity into
meaningful works of art."
Jayadeep K.R. Reddy, Pro
Chancellor, CMR
University, said, "Creativity
is the essence of innovation,
and art is one of its purest
expressions. Such platforms
inspire students across dis-
ciplines to explore new ideas
and perspectives."In his
presidential address, Dr.

K.C. Ramamurthy, IPS
(Retd.), Chairman, CMR
Group of Institutions and
CMR University, and former
Rajya Sabha member, said,
"This art camp brings
together artists from differ-
ent parts of the country and
provides a platform for cre-
ativity, growth and collabo-
ration. The artworks created
here reflect the artists' jour-
neys and the evolution of
their ideas and creativity."

been filed in connection
with the criminal complaint.

The Bench therefore
adjourned the hearing to
November 17 and directed
that the status of the investi-
gation be placed before the
court.

Regarding the contempt
petition filed against Jamia
Muhammadiya Education
Society, Mumbai, the Bench
observed that consideration
of such a petition was a mat-
ter within the discretion of
the court. The Bench said it
was dismissing the petition
filed by the petitioner alleg-
ing that the respondents had

wilfully disobeyed the
orders of the court.
Meanwhile, the

Department of Minority
Welfare has been fully coop-
erating with the investiga-
tion into the alleged fraud
involving Rs.5 lakh obtained
illegally in the name of an
unregistered madrasa.

Bengaluru: KPCC
General Secretary S.
Manohar has questioned
why H.D. Kumaraswamy
has not disclosed details
regarding his family's assets
and land holdings within
the scope of the NICE proj-
ect, despite his vocal opposi-
tion to the project.

Speaking at a joint press
conference regarding allega-
tions raised against D.K.
Shivakumar concerning the
BMIC/NICE project and
associated land dealings,
Manohar urged
Kumaraswamy to provide a
response based on official
and government records to
ensure public clarity on the
matter.

He further noted that D.K.
Shivakumar had boldly
asserted from New Delhi
that no irregularities
occurred during the second
phase of the project and that
all purchases and transac-
tions were lawful; yet,
Kumaraswamy has alleged
that thousands of acres of
excess land were allocated
under the NICE project.
Manohar questioned why
Kumaraswamy is not
addressing the fact that the
issue has already been adju-
dicated by the courts. He
also pointed out that while
Kumaraswamy has high-
lighted the declaration of
assets worth Rs.1,400 crore
in D.K. Shivakumar’s elec-
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Why hasn't Kumaraswamy disclosed his
family's assets? — 8. Manohar

tion affidavit, he has failed
to disclose his own family's
assets. He referred to the
long political service ren-
dered by Sri H.D. [Deve
Gowdal—who has served as
Prime Minister and Chief
Minister at the national and
state levels for nearly 65
years.. Deve Gowda
*saheb*'s assets amount to
only eight crore rupees. Yet,
Kumaraswamy's son, Nikhil
Kumaraswamy, declared
assets worth 114 crore
rupees in the election. Why
has there been no explana-
tion regarding the source of
such a vast sum of money at
the age of just 35?

The combined assets of
H.D. Kumaraswamy,
Anitha Kumaraswamy, and
Nikhil Kumaraswamy total
550 crore rupees. Why have

you not disclosed this? You
have stated that the irregu-
larities in the NICE project
involve lakhs of crores, sur-
passing even the 2G scam.
However, if your family's
assets were to be fully dis-
closed, the figure might well
exceed even a "3G" scale.
You have alleged that D.K.
Shivakumar, D.K. Suresh,
and their mother and daugh-
ter have amassed crores of
rupees; yet, ironically, why
have you kept secret the fact
that a loan was obtained
from your brother H.D.
Revanna's son, Prajwal
Revanna?Whom did you
blackmail and coerce into
paying crores of rupees to
ensure you reaped maxi-
mum profits from the NICE
project? Why have you not
revealed the identity of that

Lotus Cars India Brings an Exclusive
Experience for Brand Audiences to Bengaluru
with Showcase of the Eletre and Emeya

Bengaluru : Lotus Cars
India has announced a
nationwide customer and
prospect engagement brand
experience that will bring
its award-winning electric
performance vehicles, the
Lotus Eletre and Lotus
Emeya, closer to customers
across some of India's most
significant luxury automo-
bile markets, with
Bengaluru among the key
stops on the South India leg
of the tour.

As part of this multi-city
tour, Lotus Cars India will
host an exclusive brand
experience in Bengaluru
from 3rd till 5th October
2026, for its prospective cus-
tomers, entrepreneurs,
business leaders, luxury
lifestyle consumers and
automotive enthusiasts.
The Bengaluru leg is part of
a wider South and East
India tour that started in
Chennai and travelled
through Coimbatore,
Thrissur, Kochi, Calicut,
Mangaluru and is now trav-
elling to Bengaluru, with a
parallel West India tour
covering markets including
Pune, Kolhapur.

The spotlight in
Bengaluru will be on two of
Lotus' most significant
vehicles:

Lotus Eletre

The Lotus Eletre is the

brand's all-electric hyper-
SUV that combines dramat-
ic performance, advanced
technology and everyday
practicality. Representing a
new chapter for Lotus, it
delivers the performance
DNA synonymous with the
marque while offering the
versatility expected from a
luxury SUV.

Lotus Emeya

The Lotus Emeya is the
brand's all-electric hyper-
GT, engineered to blend
exhilarating performance,
breathtaking design and
long-distance touring com-
fort. The Emeya exemplifies
the future direction of Lotus

and its vision for electric
luxury mobility.

Designed as a customer
and brand experience, the
Bengaluru activation will
offer select invitees curated
drive experiences, person-
alised product demonstra-
tions and detailed brand
walk thru. Amy Arora,
Director, Lotus Cars India,
said, “It has always been
our endeavor to bring best
in class brands and experi-
ences to our discerning
audiences. We believe in
setting benchmarks that
redefine excellence and
inspire higher standards
across the industry.

Trial launch of ASSOCHAM Business
Confidence Index (ABC Index)

Bengaluru:
global level,

prices, high
Business
remains

with September business
confidence rising to
128.25 from the base
month of April 2023.

ABC Index went to an
all-time high in April 2026
at 129.74Industry body

ASSOCHAM has
launched ASSOCHAM
Business Confidence

Index (tria launch) which
is a composite index of
the 20 indicators includ-
ing GST Collections,
Passenger Vehicle Sales,
Sensex, India Composite
Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI), Exports,
Index of Industrial
Production (IIP), Index of

Despite
many headwinds at the
the West
Asia crisis, high energy
inflation,
and Rupee depreciation,

Confidence
steady.April-
September business con-
fidence is at 5.6% YoY,

Core Industries (ICI),
Consumer Price Index

(CPI), Bank Credit,
Digital Payments
(Volume), Wholesale
Price Index (WPI),
Foreign Exchange
Reserves, Gross Foreign
Direct Investment,

Exchange Rate, Repo
Rate, Real GDP Growth
Rate, Unemployment
Rate (%), Current
Account Deficit (% of
GDP), Fiscal Deficit (% of
GDP) and Index based
Feedback on effects of
Economic Reforms.

The index is based on
strong statistical analysis
and weights for all indi-
cators. The base month is
kept at 100. The move-
ment of the ABC Index
remained steady in April-
September 2026-27 at 5.6%
YoY. The ABC Index grew
by 7.5% in 2024-25 and
9.9% in 2025-26.

The Industry Body

ASSOCHAM says the
Index will progress
robustly, with more sug-
gestions from industry
and analysts. The Index
will provide the month-
ly value on the last
working day of the
month in October,
November and
December 2026 and from
January 2027 the Index
will become fortnightly.

The ABC Index is a
composite index of India’s
economic pulse, bringing
together 20 key indica-
tors to track whether eco-
nomic conditions are
improving, weakening,
or remaining stable. The
Index will give business-
es, policymakers and
investors a broader view
of the evolving economic
environment and support
more informed decision-
making, said Shri Nirmal
Kumar Minda, President,
ASSOCHAM.The ABC

Index provides a struc-
tured assessment of the
evolving business and
economic environment
by bringing together key
indicators to capture
underlying business
momentum and emerg-
ing trends, supporting
informed decision-mak-
ing by industry and poli-

cymakers, said Shri
Saurabh Sanyal,
Secretary General,
ASSOCHAM.

The ABC Index has
been developed to pro-
vide a consolidated view
of economic momentum
by integrating move-
ments across key indica-
tors and enabling more
effective tracking of
changing economic con-
ditions, supporting a
more informed assess-
ment of the business out-
look, said Dr S. P. Sharma,
Chief Economist,
ASSOCHAM.
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Tamil Nadu

CM Vijay appeals to all to wear khadi
marking Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday

In a statement issued on Thursday ahead of Gandhi Jayanti on October 2, the
Chief Minister satd the day was an occasion to remember the history of the
country’s freedom struggle, simplicity, self-confidence and humanity.

CHENNATI: Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay
has appealed to every-
one, including school
and college students, to
wear Kkhadi clothes and
use Gramodyog products
to support the livelihood
of handloom weavers.

In a statement issued
on Thursday ahead of
Gandhi Jayanti on
October 2, the Chief
Minister said the day was
an occasion to remember
the history of the coun-
try’s freedom struggle,
simplicity, self-confi-
dence and humanity. “If
we buy khadi clothes and
products, it gives recog-

Tamil Nadu extends
registration validity of 40,296
government vehicles

CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu
government has extended the
registration validity of 40,296
vehicles belonging to govern-
ment departments, state
transport undertakings and
local bodies by one year, up to
September 30, 2027.

The move comes as the
validity granted to 12,000 gov-
ernment vehicles is set to
expire on September 30, 2026.

The government has also
permitted the State Transport
Authority (STA) and Regional
Transport Authorities (RTAs)
to extend the registration
validity annually, up to
September 30, 2035, for gov-

ernment vehicles that have
crossed 15 years but are yet to
be scrapped and replaced.

The order issued by the
Home
Department on September 29
said the Transport and Road
Safety Commissioner had
identified around 40,296 vehi-
cles whose registration valid-
ity would expire up to 2035.
The
sought permission to extend
their registration validity and
allow manual processing of
tax and fitness certificates
wherever renewal through
the Vahan portal was not pos-
sible.

nition and respect to han-
dloom weavers. Using
local products will boost
home-based production.
To encourage this, Khadi
shops run by the Tamil
Nadu government are
offering a 30 per cent dis-
count on all dress materi-
als,” the Chief Minister
said. Appealing to the
public, including school
and college students, gov-
ernment employees and
youth, to wear Kkhadi
clothes and use
Gramodyog products, he
said the move would help
improve the livelihoods
of weavers and handi-
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Tamil Nadu Electricity Regulatory Commission members called on the

craft workers.

Honble Chief Minister at the Secretariat

CPM alleges TVK paid most to

voters in Madurantakam bypoll

Shanmugam said the statement appeared to suggest that constituencies rep-

resented by Opposition MLAs would not receive government support.

CHENNALI: CPM state secretary
P Shanmugam on Thursday
(October 1) alleged that TVK
had paid the highest amount to
voters among parties campaign-
ing for the Madurantakam
bypoll, based on what voters
told him during his campaign in
the constituency on Wednesday

(September 30).
reporters after staging a demon-
stration seeking resignation of
CEC Gyanesh Kumar here,
Shanmugam said that while
campaigning in several villages
in
approached CPM workers seek-
ing cash and told them that
other parties were distributing
money.

(Transport-1V)

Commissioner had

giving money and asked why we
were giving only pamphlets.
When we asked which parties
had given money, voters said
TVK had given the highest
amount,” he said.

Joseph Vijay’s campaign projec-

Speaking to

Madurantakam, voters

“They told us that others were

Referring to Chief Minister C

tion of itself as a “Thooya
Sakthi”
Shanmugam said Vijay had
campaigned during the previ-
ous election and was also cam-
paigning now that the party
would not give money in return
for votes.He said voters even
bargained with CPM workers,
asking them to give at least
some money if they could not
match the amount allegedly

being offered by other parties.
“We told them that the strength
of the CPM is its struggles and
its support among working peo-
ple. Neither the CPM nor the
Left parties will ever give

money

to secure votes,”

Shanmugam said. He said the
party would lodge a complaint
with the Election Commission
regarding the alleged distribu-
tion of cash.

Shanmugam

said he

returned from Madurantakam
only on Wednesday night and
would file the complaint on
Thursday. He further criti-

(clean force),

for

Blood test shows promise in detecting
multiple cancers, major study finds

New Delhi, Oct 1: A blood test
designed to detect signals from
multiple types of cancer has
shown promise in a large study
involving nearly 36,000 adults,
although researchers say fur-
ther trials are needed to deter-
mine whether the technology
can ultimately reduce cancer
deaths.

Results from the
PATHFINDER 2 study, pub-
lished in Nature Medicine,
involved 35,878 adults aged 50
and above in the United States
and Canada who had no clinical
suspicion of cancer and had not
been diagnosed with or treated
for cancer during the previous
three years.

The study evaluated the
Galleri multi-cancer early detec-
tion test, which analyses chemi-
cal patterns in fragments of
DNA circulating in the blood.
When a cancer signal was
detected, the test also predicted
the likely tissue or organ where
the signal originated, helping
doctors determine where to
begin further diagnostic testing.

32,007 participants with a full
12 months of follow-up, 287
received a positive test result.
Of these, 173 were subsequently
diagnosed with cancer. This
resulted in a positive predictive
value of 60.3%, meaning that
about six in 10 positive results
were associated with a cancer
diagnosis during the study peri-
od. The test had a specificity of
99.64%, while its negative pre-
dictive value was 99.2%. Overall,
cancer was detected in 0.54% of
participants, equivalent to
about one cancer diagnosis for

every 185 people screened.

However, the test did not
detect every cancer. Its 12-month
episode sensitivity was 39.3%
across all cancers. The figure
rose to 69.8% for a predefined
group of 12 cancers responsible
for a large proportion of cancer
deaths, including cancers of the
pancreas, liver, colorectal tract,
stomach and other organs.
Researchers noted that sensitiv-
ity varied considerably by can-
cer type.

The test's overall sensitivity
was affected by cancers such as
breast and prostate cancer, for
which established screening
methods already exist. The
researchers therefore stressed
that a multi-cancer blood test
should not be considered a
replacement for recommended
screening procedures.

Among cancers detected
through the test, 53% were diag-
nosed at stage I or II, while
about 71% were diagnosed at
stage I, II or III. The study also

found that the test's prediction
of the likely origin of the cancer
signal was accurate in 91.3% of
cases.

A major potential benefit of
the technology is its ability to
detect cancers for which there
are currently no widely recom-
mended screening tests. The
study found that many of the
cancers identified through the
blood test belonged to types that
are not routinely screened for in
the general population.

The researchers also exam-
ined the safety of follow-up
investigations. Among 35,335
participants included in the
safety analysis, 213, or 0.6%,
underwent an invasive proce-
dure following a positive test
result. About 90.5% of those pro-
cedures were nonsurgical, such
as biopsies or endoscopic exam-
inations.For participants who
were ultimately diagnosed with
cancer, the median time
between receiving the blood-test
result and confirmation of the

diagnosis was 37 days.

The findings come alongside
results from the separate
NHS-Galleri randomised con-
trolled trial in England, which
evaluated the same type of
multi-cancer blood test among
more than 142,000 people aged
50 to 77. Across three annual
screening rounds, the test
showed high specificity, but
its sensitivity for detecting
cancer remained limited.
Importantly, the NHS-Galleri
trial did not meet its primary
endpoint of reducing the inci-
dence of stage III or IV can-
cers. Researchers have there-
fore cautioned that demon-
strating the ability to detect
cancer earlier is not enough
by itself to establish that the
tests improve survival.

The PATHFINDER 2 research-
ers said longer follow-up and
further studies are required to
determine the clinical benefits
of multi-cancer early detection
testing. For now, the blood test
is being studied as an additional
screening tool rather than a
replacement for established
cancer screening.
Mammograms, colonoscopies,
cervical cancer screening and
other recommended tests
remain important because the
multi-cancer test can miss can-
cers. The findings nevertheless
provide one of the largest pro-
spective assessments so far of a
blood-based test designed to
detect multiple cancers in peo-
ple without symptoms, offering
further evidence about both its
potential and its current limita-
tions.

cised a statement made by a
TVK candidate at a campaign
meeting in Dharapuram on
Wednesday that
resigned from her earlier posi-
tion and joined TVK to do good

she had

her constituency.

Shanmugam said the state-
ment appeared to suggest that
constituencies represented by
Opposition MLAs would not
receive government support.

Tripartite meet on
Annamalai University staff's

long-pending demands

CHENNAL A tripartite meet-
ing was convened at the
Secretariat on Wednesday
between the Higher Education
Department, Annamalai
University administration
and the university employees,
focussing on the ongoing cri-
sis over long-pending pension
benefits, pay arrears, promo-
tions and other service-relat-
ed issues.

The Higher Education
Minister P Viswanathan
chaired the meeting, along
with Higher Education
Secretary Dheeraj Kumar,
Directorate of Technical
Education = Commissioner
Rathinasamy and representa-
tives of Annamalai University
employees.

The employees sought the
release of retirement benefits
to pensioners and families of
pensioners, besides imple-
mentation of the Tamil Nadu
Assured Pension Scheme
(TAPS) for eligible employees.

They also sought the
release of pending arrears
under the Seventh Pay

Commission, which remains
a major pay-related issue for
the university employees.
Pending promotions for teach-
ing and non-teaching staff
were also discussed, with the
employees urging the govern-
ment to take steps to clear the
backlog. The representatives
further sought the release of
pending PhD incentive
amounts for teachers.

Other demands included
enhancement of the gratuity
ceiling and encashment bene-
fits for earned leave. The gov-
ernment officials discussed
the demands raised by the
employees and the steps
required to address these
issues.

Chewing tobacco linked
to 251,000 deaths globally
in 2023: Study

New Delhi, Oct 1:
Chewing tobacco use
contributed to an esti-
mated 251,000 deaths
worldwide in 2023, with
the health burden over-
whelmingly concentrat-
ed in South Asia, accord-
ing to a new study by the
Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation
(IHME).

The analysis, part of
the Global Burden of
Disease Study 2023 and
published in The Lancet
Global Health, assessed
chewing tobacco-related
health burden across 204
countries and territories
from 1990 to 2023.
Researchers distin-
guished chewing tobacco
from other forms of
smokeless tobacco that
are often grouped togeth-
er. An estimated 241 mil-
lion people aged 15 and
above used chewing
tobacco in 2023, repre-
senting 3.9% of the global
population in that age
group. Use was more
than twice as prevalent
among males as females.
Researchers found no
country recorded a sig-
nificant decline in the
number of users between
1990 and 2023, while 24
countries recorded sig-
nificant increases.

South Asia remained
the main centre of chew-
ing tobacco use, with

14.6% of people aged 15
and above using such
products in 2023. The
region accounted for an
estimated 210,000 deaths,
around 84% of the global
total.

At the country level,
age-standardised preva-
lence was highest in
Palau at 24.4%, followed
by Bangladesh at 23.4%
and Nepal at 17.5%.

More than 90% of
chewing tobacco-related
deaths and disability
among males occurred in
10 countries — India,
Bangladesh, China,
Pakistan, Myanmar, the
United States, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, the Philippines
and Madagascar. Among
females, more than 90%
of the burden was con-
centrated in India,
Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Indonesia, Myanmar,
China, Thailand,

Cambodia, Vietnam and
Nepal. The researchers
said the pattern of use
varied considerably by
age and sex. Globally,
chewing tobacco use
increased from early
adulthood and continued
rising with age before
peaking among people
aged 60 to 64. In South
Asia, nearly one in five
males and one in 10
females used chewing
tobacco in 2023. Among
males, use peaked at ages
60 to 64, while among
females it peaked among
those aged 80 and above.
Patterns differed
between countries. In
Bangladesh, chewing
tobacco use was higher
among females than
males across all age
groups above 30,
although use remained
common among both
sexes.
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EDITORIAL

Dr. Satyavan Saurabh's
famous couplets released,

sharp satire on everything
from democracy to
broken relationships

Literary World - A special video collection of
famous couplets of renowned writer Dr.
Satyavan Saurabh has been released on
YouTube, which presents a mirror of the cur-
rent social, political and human reality.

In this collection, Dr. Saurabh has, through
couplets, made serious reflections and sharp
satire on burning issues like democracy, jus-
tice system, politics, social inequality, cor-
ruption, increasing distance in the name of
religion, women's safety and the ironies of
modern life.

In his couplets, the poet expresses concern
for democracy, while at other times, he
expresses the pain of waiting for justice.
These couplets also clearly reflect the pain of
the deserted village square, the growing dis-
tance in relationships, and the erosion of
human sensibilities.

This work is not just a satire, but a meaning-
ful effort to show the mirror to the society
and inspire introspection.

This presentation by writer Dr. Satyavan
Saurabh has become a topic of discussion
among literature lovers.

This collection of Dr. Satyavan Saurabh's
famous couplets reflects the social, political,
and human realities of our times. These cou-
plets offer sharp satire and profound reflec-
tions on issues such as democracy, the jus-
tice system, politics, social inequality, frac-
turing relationships, the changing landscape
of villages, women's safety, the growing dis-
tance in the name of religion, corruption, and
the ironies of modern life.

Through these couplets, the poet raises a
number of burning questions, ranging from
the system to society and family. Some
express concern for democracy, some await
justice, some lament the desolate village
square, and some lament the growing dis-
tance in relationships and the erosion of
human sensibilities.

Edit

Why Doesn't Congress Boycott If Polls Are "Fixed"?
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ANSWER LIES BEYOND RAHUL
GANDHI'S "DISTRACTION" QUIP

AARISH CHHABRA

If you say the umpire is fixed, why
play? Sounds simple enough. Only,
it isn't. For months now, Rahul
Gandhi has argued that the
Election Commission of India is
fixed. He has alleged "vote chori"
from Karnataka to Haryana to
Maharashtra, carried the charge
on a yatra across Bihar, and recent-
ly told Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar to "turn approver", claim-
ing there's a case of voter-list
manipulation across recent elec-
tions. "Today elections are funda-
mentally broken, and the laws
passed by the Parliament thus
elected could be seen as illegal,
because the vote has been
destroyed," said the Leader of
Opposition, claiming vindication
after The Indian Express revealed
dissent within the EC. The EC's
clarifications later triggered an
instant Congress response:
"Fundamental questions remain
unanswered." But a fundamental
question came Rahul Gandhi's
way, too, at his 'gotcha’ press con-
ference. Will the Congress boycott
the elections? Rahul first gave a
précis of his arguments. Then he
responded to the b-word with a d-
word. "Distraction mein nahin
jaaunga. I will avoid the distrac-
tion. But thank you," he quipped.
Beyond the quip, the Congress-led
opposition parties' INDIA bloc has
now announced marches and ral-
lies. "Our collective opinion is that
[Prime Minister] Narendra Modi,
[Home Minister] Amit Shah and
Gyanesh Kumar stole elections. We
are not going to take this lying
down," Rahul said after a meeting
of the bloc on September 30.
Nothing announced involved a
boycott. From 'Different Matter' To
Distraction’' The starkest demand
for a boycott has come from outside
the political Opposition, from the
Cockroach Janta Party, the Gen-Z
youth protest movement whose
Jantar Mantar sit-in led to the edu-
cation minister's resignation in
July. "When you continue to partic-
ipate in rigged elections, you legit-
imise these elections and help
maintain the illusion that they are

free and fair,” CJP founder
Abhijeet Dipke wrote on X. Rahul
Gandhi and the Congress have
side-stepped the idea for at least
over a year. In July 2025, when
asked if a boycott was an option,
the Congress's Bihar in-charge
Krishna Allavaru said, "All options
are being discussed." Rahul Gandhi
said the EC was not doing its job.
On August 7, 2025, when asked
directly about a boycott, Rahul
Gandhi said, "What action opposi-
tion parties will take, how we will
go about it in the coming days, that
is a different matter." Not much
could be gleaned outright. The next
month, Rahul Gandhi said some
more: "My work is to participate in
the democratic system. My work is
not to protect the democratic sys-
tem. That is the work of the institu-
tions in India. But they are not
doing it." In the Bihar Assembly
election that November, the RJD-
Congress combine lost massively
to the BJP-led NDA. An Opposition
Argument Two Opposition leaders
have now argued that Rahul
Gandhi has not articulated.
Gurdeep Singh Sappal, a perma-
nent invitee to the Congress
Working Committee who coordi-
nates the party president's office,
wrote, "A boycott is desertion, and
desertion is not resistance." He
argued that a party that contests
elections has polling agents in

every booth and the standing to
challenge results in court. "A boy-
cott does not stop the theft. It
removes the witnesses," he wrote.
Mamata Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress MP Derek O'Brien
replied to Dipke on X with a formu-
la: "Opposition boycotting elections
= BJP wins all seats." What
Boycotts Actually Do Researchers
and think tank papers say context
matters. A 2010 policy paper by
Matthew Frankel of the Brookings
Institution assessed 171 boycotts,
many across South America and
the Middle East, between 1990 and
2009. He found only about 4 per cent
of the boycotts achieved a positive
outcome in his view. He called for a
'Threaten but Participate'
approach, also the title of the paper.
In Bangladesh, Khaleda Zia's BNP
boycotted the 2014 elections, which
meant Sheikh Hasina's Awami
League governed for another
decade before it was overthrown by
protests, followed by elections in
which Zia's son became prime min-
ister, as Hasina and her League
were thrown out of the contest.
Bangladeshi political scientist Ali
Riaz, who later chaired the interim
government's Constitution Reform
Commission, argued after the 2024
elections that the opposition party's
boycott did expose the Hasina gov-
ernment's brutal methods, but it
fell short because it failed to build a

common platform or mobilise peo-
ple on the streets. He essentially
argued that only unity in the oppo-
sition ranks can make a boycott
meaningful. There have been some
instances in India as well, history
professor and political commenta-
tor Harjeshwar Pal Singh told
NDTV. "In Punjab in 1992, amid
militancy and after nearly five
years of President's Rule, most
Akali Dal factions stayed out of the
Assembly elections," he recalled.
Voter turnout fell below 24 per cent,
and the Congress won. "The Akali
Dal of the Badals handed the field to
the Congress, but eventually
returned to power in 1997," he
noted. He saw it as a loss-now, gain-
later outcome, but one in which the
losses first "nearly put the Akalis
out of business". He also cited pre-
Independence India as an example
of bargaining: "The Congress boy-
cotted the councils the British set
up in 1920, and returned to contest
them within a few years. It threat-
ened to boycott those elections at
first, and then managed to get some
concessions in return after the 1937
polls too." Such boycotts in post-
1947 India have mainly been in
states affected by insurgencies. No
national party has boycotted a Lok
Sabha election. Even in 1937,
Jawaharlal Nehru spoke in favour
of participating in elections under
British rule. "There can be only two

forces in the country, one repre-
senting the Indian National
Congress, and the other, the govern-
ment,” he said in a speech at
Bombay on February 9, 1937. What
Law Says, And What's Likely Next
Nehru aside, there's always a crick-
et analogy, too, for almost every-
thing in India and the wider sub-
continent. In 1978, at Sahiwal in
Pakistan, Indian captain Bishan
Singh Bedi called his batsmen off
the field in protest over bouncers
the umpires would not call as dan-
gerous play or wide. With 23 runs
left to get off 14 balls, eight wickets
in hand, victory was possible. Bedi
chose a boycott. The scorebook
recorded a Pakistan win. Indian
election law works much the same
way. An election is valid no matter
how many people vote or don't. If
there's one candidate, that person is
declared elected without a poll.
Asked about the cricket analogy,
Harjeshwar Pal Singh cited the lack
of ideological drive on the ground
even after leaders' assertions from
podiums. "The question is: will can-
didates or leaders leave the field
even if the captain asks them to?" he
said. For instance, if Rahul Gandhi
were to announce a boycott, leaders
at the constituency level might still
enter the fray, or join or form anoth-
er party that's participating, he
argued. "And not all non-BJP par-
ties may be on board," he noted. The
professor further made a case for
participating, "Even if one were to
buy the argument that the BJP
allows the Congress to win in some
states where the BJP has no stand-
ing - or 'to keep up a veneer of fair-
ness' - it does give Rahul Gandhi's
party hold over some power. That is
important if you want to do be rele-
vant in fundraising, and be able to
run the party, even as a movement."
Affirming that people's opinion
holds the ultimate power even
beyond elections alone, he said,
"Public opinion can be rallied if the
Congress can carry out an outreach
properly. Challenges to the Modi
government are already emerging
in some spheres of public opinion.
Something's gotta give, as they say."
The Election Commission, mean-
while, has said internal objections
were part of its decision-making.

ARE SAUDI ARABIA AND UAE
REUNITING AGAIN AFTER 10 YEARS?

ADITI BHADURI

Are we witnessing a rap-
prochement between the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(KSA) and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE)?

It certainly seems so. On
Tuesday, the UAE's Vice
President, Deputy Prime
Minister and Chairman of
the Presidential Court,
Mansour bin Zayed, met

'LIES, DAMNED LIES, STATISTICS"

ON THE CONTROVERSY AROUND
INDIA'S GDP GROWTH FIGURES

Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman. He
was accompanied by a high-
level delegation, which
included Prince Khalid bin
Salman, the Saudi Minister
of Defence, Ali Al Shamsi,
Secretary General of the
Supreme Council  for
National Security; Ali Al
Neyadi, Chairman of the
National Emergency, Crisis
and Disaster Management
Authority and others.

The UAE's main national
daily, The National,
described the meeting thus:
"The visit reflects the deep
and enduring partnership
between Riyadh and Abu
Dhabi, which have main-
tained close political, eco-
nomic and security co-opera-
tion. High-level exchanges
between the two countries
are a regular feature of Gulf
diplomacy, with senior offi-
cials frequently travelling
between the two capitals to
co-ordinate positions on mat-
ters of shared concern." It
would seem as if the two
have been best-friends-forev-
er; there was no allusion to
the strain that the bilateral
relationship had come under
due to divergent views on a
range of issues, including
the one plaguing the Saudis

currently the most: Yemen.

Both Saudi Arabia and the
UAE had once been partners
in Yemen as they intervened
to prop up the government of
President Abdur Hadi
Mansour against the Iran-
backed Houthis. Over the
years, however, both Gulf
powers came to back differ-
ent factions in Yemen, with
the Saudis backing the
Yemen government, and the
UAE supporting the
Southern Transitional
Council (STC). Once the
UAE felt that the southern
regions, including the port of
Hodeidah, were secure, it
signalled its withdrawal
from the war, while the
Saudis wanted to secure all
of Yemen from the Houthis.

Differences had piled up on
other subjects too - on Sudan,
on Iran, and even on the eco-
nomic front, with their com-
peting visions for future
prosperity, with the UAE
taking the big bold step of
exiting from the Saudi-led
Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting Countries.
Another factor has been
regarding the normalisation

of ties with Israel. While the
UAE became the first Israeli
partner under the Abraham
Accords, the Saudis held
back. Now, under the same
Houthi threat, Saudi Arabia
preferred to turn to Pakistan
and not long ago rival
Turkey, but not to Israel.

H IS THAT ABOUT TO
CHANGE NOW?
Interestingly, bin Zayed's
Saudi visit came almost on
the heels of Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu 's visit to Abu
Dhabi on Sunday,

September 27. While official-
ly it was to discuss bilateral
ties, Israeli media
announced that officials
from other Arab states,
including Saudi Arabia were
also present at the meeting,
which had reportedly also
discussed regional escala-
tion and creating a regional
defence architecture against
"shared threats", with a spe-
cific focus on Iran and the
Houthis. Indeed, the
Kingdom has seen unprece-
dented attacks earlier by
Iran, which targeted

American bases on its terri-
tory, and then by Iran-
backed Iraqi militias, and
now the Yemeni Ansarallah,
also majorly backed by Iran.
While Iran has inflicted
major economic costs on
Gulf countries, including on
Saudi Arabia, not only
through military action but
also by closing the Strait of
Hormuz, the Houthis have
been targeting both Saudi
shipping as well as sensitive
and strategic infrastructure
such as the Petroline oil
pipeline. The Saudis are
back to facing the same
nightmare they had suffered
just a decade ago in Yemen,
from which they had extri-
cated themselves in 2022
with great difficulty. Now
they are back, threatening
not just the Kingdom but
others, too. Earlier this
year, the Saudis established
a multinational maritime
defence alliance to
"enhance maritime securi-
ty, protect shared interests
in international sea lanes,
and prevent their exploita-
tion as a tool of political or
economic pressure”.

SHASHI
THAROOR

I am not an economist, so it was with
some bemusement that I watched the
debate surrounding India's economic
growth figures spilling into the public
square. When the government
announced a headline-grabbing 7.8%
real GDP growth rate for the first quarter
(Q1) of 2026, the figure was met not with
universal celebration, but with deep sus-
picion among independent economists,
global financial institutions, and every-
day citizens. It's clear that the debate is
less about a single figure than about a
decade-long erosion of trust in official sta-
tistics, and the stark mismatch between
high-growth figures and the lived eco-
nomic realities of ordinary Indians.
While the Q1 2026 data provided the
spark, the underlying kindling has been
dry for nearly ten years. Scepticism
regarding India's official growth metrics
is not a recent phenomenon. It can be
traced back at least to the aftermath of
the 2016 demonetisation policy and the
subsequent rollout of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST), then to the contro-
versy over the Covid fatality numbers,
the resignation of senior government
statisticians, and now the eruption over
GDP growth. Over the past decade, emi-
nent independent thinkers, including
two who have worked with the BJP gov-
ernment, former Chief Economic
Adviser Arvind Subramanian and for-
mer RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan,
have repeatedly raised red flags regard-

ing how output is measured. Global bod-
ies such as the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) have similarly downgraded
the credibility quotient of Indian data.
This trust deficit was further deepened in
2024 when the government abruptly dis-
solved its advisory body of statisticians
and academics, leaving official releases
without the crucial stamp of independent
oversight.

CHANGING BENCHMARKS

At the core of the current controversy
lies amajor recalculation: the transition
from an older benchmark data series
(base year 2011-12) to a new series (base
year 2022-23). On the surface, shifting to
a more recent base year is standard sta-
tistical practice designed to capture
structural changes in an evolving econ-
omy. However, critics say that the man-
ner in which this transition was execut-
ed created a statistical optical illusion.
To calculate growth percentages, statis-
ticians compare current economic out-
put against the output of the same peri-
od in the previous year. In releasing the
Q1 2026 numbers, the government
retroactively slashed its estimate for the
previous year's baseline (2024-25 GDP)
by roughly ?12.7 trillion. By shrinking
the previous year's denominator, the

jump to this year's numerator looks arti-
ficially large. Using the reduced base-
line, nominal growth appeared to be an
impressive 10.3%, yielding a real GDP
growth figure of 7.8%. Had the baseline
not been retroactively revised down-
ward, the critics argue that nominal
growth for Q1 2026 would have stood at a
modest 2.6%. However, official statistics
apply the revised baseline across both
periods to maintain methodology con-
sistency, resulting in a nominal growth
rate of 10.3% and a real GDP growth fig-
ure of 7.8%. Whether viewed as a neces-
sary statistical re-benchmarking or an
advantageous base effect, the downward
revision of the prior year's denominator
significantly aided the headline growth
numbers. To measure real economic
growth, economists must subtract infla-
tion using a tool called the GDP deflator
(to convert nominal growth into real,
inflation-adjusted growth). Calculating
an accurate deflator requires a
Producer Price Index (PPI), which
measures the wholesale prices manu-
facturers actually charge and pay for
inputs. India, however, has lacked a
functional PPI for two decades. When
adjusted using the official GDP deflator,
actual economic expansion would have
been close to zero.
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SAMSUNG INTRODUCES
GALAXY TAB S12 SERIES

Business

The Ultimate Productivity Powerhouse Built for Growth

SEOUL, Korea — Sept. 30,
2026 Packed into a remark-
ably slim, durable design
with sustained peak per-
formance, long-lasting bat-
tery life and the latest
Galaxy Al, the Galaxy Tab
S12 series empowers users
to push their boundaries
without limitations

— Samsung Electronics Co.,
Ltd. today unveiled the
Galaxy Tab S12 series —
Galaxy Tab S12 Ultra and
Tab S12+ — delivering
Samsung’s most capable
and versatile tablet experi-
ence yet. Packing break-
through performance, long-
lasting battery life, and the
latest Galaxy Al into
Galaxy Tab’s signature
ultra-thin design, the new
lineup turns complex work-
flows into effortless, every-
day achievements whether
it’s mastering skills, pursu-
ing career goals or explor-
ing creative passions.
Galaxy Tab S12 Ultra and
Tab S12+ feature immer-
sive displays and come bun-
dled with the ergonomically
designed S Pen for effortless
note-taking and precise
editing. With easy access to
professional-grade apps and
versatile accessories, users
can pursue their passions

and progress toward their
goals with ease. Combining
portability with profession-
al-grade power, the Galaxy
Tab S12 series gives users
instant access to powerful
capabilities whenever
inspiration strikes.

“The Galaxy Tab S12 series
is designed for people who
are constantly exploring
new ideas, developing new
skills and bringing their
ambitions to life,” said Jay
Kim, Executive  Vice
President and Head of

Customer Experience
Office, Mobile eXperience
(MX) Business at Samsung
Electronics. “Built with
industry-leading hardware,
the Galaxy Tab S12 series
pairs an expansive screen
with the power of Galaxy Al
— removing friction from
complex tasks so users can
stay focused on achieving
impactful results.”

®m PEAK
PERFORMANCE IN AN
ULTRA-THIN DESIGN

The Galaxy Tab S12 series
combines powerful per-
formance and long-lasting
battery life into a thin and
light design, making it easy
for users to achieve more,
wherever ambition takes
them. At aremarkably slim
5.lmm, Galaxy Tab S12
Ultra is Samsung’s
thinnest Galaxy Tab, while
delivering the most power-
ful performance of any
Galaxy Tab to date, sup-
porting productive use
throughout the day.
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Indian stocks give negative 1-year
returns while global markets rally

Highlights

B  In one year, from
October 1 to September
30, the Nifty 50 was down
8.9 per cent, while global
indices such as the United
States’ S&P 500, Nasdaq,
Japan’s Nikkei, South
Korea’s KOSPI, and the
United Kingdom’s FT'SE
recorded substantial gains

in the same period.

Indian stocks have strug-
gled to deliver positive
returns over the past year
even as several major global
markets recorded strong
gains. In one year, from
October 1 to September 30,
the Nifty 50 was down 8.9
per cent, while global
indices such as the United
States’ S&P 500, Nasdagq,
Japan’s Nikkei, South
Korea’s KOSPI, and the
United Kingdom’s FTSE
recorded substantial gains
in the same period. The
weak performance of Indian
equities has come amid for-
eign investor selling, geopo-
litical uncertainty, con-
cerns over earnings growth,
and fluctuations in crude oil
prices. Global markets out-

perform Indian stock mar-
ket indexes Recent market
data shows a significant dif-
ference between Indian and
some overseas equity mar-
kets. Over one year, the
Sensex declined by 10.4 per
cent, while other indexes
spiked. The following are
the returns given by vari-
ous major indexes globally:
Why Indian indices have
lagged Foreign investment
flows have been one of the
major factors affecting
Indian equities. During
FY26, foreign portfolio
investors withdrew nearly
USD 19.7 billion from Indian
equities. Higher crude
prices, geopolitical risks,
and uncertainty over US
interest rates have also

affected investor sentiment.
Rising bond yields in the US
and other developed
economies have added pres-
sure on Indian equity valua-
tions and made it more diffi-
cult for emerging markets
to attract foreign capital.
September adds more pres-
sure In September 2026,
Indian stock markets faced
another sharp decline.
During the month, Nifty 50
fell 6.1 per cent, while the
Sensex declined 5.8 per cent
as foreign investors sold
USD 2.7 billion worth of
Indian equities during the
month. During the month,
the IT sector was among the
weakest-performing major
sectors. On the other hand,
technology and artificial

intelligence-related compa-
nies have been an impor-
tant factor behind the
strong performance of some
overseas markets. The US
and South Korea, in particu-
lar, have benefited from
their significant exposure to
Al-related businesses. For
various reasons, Indian
stock market benchmark
indices have struggled to
generate positive returns
over recent periods while
several overseas markets
have recorded strong gains.
Weak performance of
Indian equities has come
amid foreign investor sell-
ing, geopolitical uncertain-
ty, concerns over earnings
growth, and fluctuations in
crude oil prices.

STOCK MARKETS DECLINE
IN EARLY TRADE

Mumbai: Market benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty
drifted lower in early trade
on Thursday, October 1, as
relentless foreign fund out-
flows weighed on investors’
sentiment, although cooling
crude oil prices that traded
below the USD 100 per barrel
mark cushioned the fall. The
30-share BSE Sensex declined
215 points to 72,257.30 in early
trade. The 50-share NSE Nifty
was down 107.25 points to
22,518.90. From the 30 Sensex
firms, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Maruti, UltraTech
Cement, Bharat Electronics,
Eternal and Asian Paints
were the major laggards.
Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Infosys, HCL Tech, Tata
Consultancy Services and
Axis Bank were among the
winners. Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs)
offloaded equities worth Rs
10,148.41 crore on
Wednesday, according to
exchange data. “The sus-
tained FII selling became
intense during the last two
trading days when the FIIs
sold equity for a total of Rs

23% Indians Believe Social Media Is 'Bad’' For
Democracy; Lower Than Global Average: Pew Survey

20,128 crore. With the US 10-
year bond yield rising further
to 5.3 per cent, FIIs may con-
tinue to sell. An apparent con-
tradiction in the FII activity
is that even while selling
through the exchanges, they
have been consistently
investing through the pri-
mary market and also buying
expensive mid and small-
caps,” V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist,
Geojit Investments Limited,
said. Brent crude, the global
oil benchmark, traded 0.92 per
cent lower at USD 97.13 per
barrel. In Asian markets,
South Korea‘’s KOSPI and
Japan'‘s Nikkei 225 index quot-
ed higher. US markets ended

mostly lower on Wednesday.
“The  domestic market
remains under pressure after
extending its decline, with
September marking the
Nifty’s steepest monthly fall
since March. Foreign selling
and elevated global borrow-
ing costs continue to weigh
on sentiment, although the
easing in crude prices and
softer US inflation provide
some counterweight,”
Hariselvan Radhakrishnan,
Founder & CEO of HST
Wealth, a research analyst
firm, said. Brent crude has
eased below the USD 100
mark, offering some relief
after the recent surge in ener-
gy prices, he added.

Only 23% of Indians say social
media has been more of a bad thing
for democracy, putting India well
below the global median of 35%,
according to a new Pew Research
Center survey. The findings show
that Indian respondents remain con-
siderably more positive about the
role of social media in democracy.
About 66% of Indians said social
media has been more of a good thing,
while 23% took a negative view.
Pew's Spring 2026 Global Attitudes
Survey covered 45,658 people across
37 countries, with interviews con-
ducted between February 8 and May
13, 2026. The research examined how
people view social media's broader
impact on democracy and political
life. India's 23% negative assess-
ment was among the lower shares
recorded in the Asia-Pacific region.
Thailand and Singapore recorded
21% and 22%, respectively, while the
Philippines stood at 23%. By com-
parison, 43% of respondents in
Indonesia and Japan viewed social
media as bad for democracy, while
Australia recorded 52%. At the glob-
al level, 35% was the median share
saying social media has been bad for
democracy, compared with 55% who
said it has been good. The most neg-
ative assessments came from the

Netherlands, France, the US and
Germany, where 70%, 65%, 64% and
61% respectively described social
media as bad for democracy.
However, the survey also highlights
concerns among Indians about the
wider effects of online platforms.
62% of Indian respondents said
social media and internet access
have made people easier to manipu-
late with false information and
rumours, while 51% said they have
made people more divided in their
political opinions. At the same time,
66% of Indians said these technolo-
gies have made people more
informed about current events, and
55% said they have helped people

have a more meaningful voice in pol-
itics. The findings point to a mixed
assessment in India: social media is
widely viewed as beneficial for dem-
ocratic participation and access to
information, even as concerns
remain over misinformation and
political divisions. In general, peo-
ple in wealthier nations such as the
U.S. are more likely to believe social
media is harming democracy. The
seven nations where half or more
say social media has been bad for
democracy are also among the
wealthiest surveyed: Australia,
Canada, France, Germany, the
Netherlands, the United Kingdom
and the U.S. However, Israel and

Singapore are exceptions - relative-
ly few in these two high-income
countries believe social media is bad
for democracy. In nations with
lower gross domestic products per
capita, people tend to be less nega-
tive about social media. For exam-
ple, in Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, the
Philippines and Thailand, roughly
three-in-four or more say it has been
good for democracy. In most coun-
tries polled, this positive view is pre-
dominant. Across the 37 nations sur-
veyed, a median of 55% think social
media has had a positive impact on
democracy, while a median of 35%
say it has had a negative one. Young
adults in most nations are especial-
ly likely to believe social media has
a positive effect on democracy. One
of the largest age gaps is found in
the U.K., where 60% of adults ages
18 to 34 say social media’s influence
on democracy has been good, com-
pared with just 31% of those ages 50
and older. In the U.S., 44% of adults
younger than 35 hold this view,
compared with 28% of people 50 and
older. Why do so many people think
online platforms have been good for
democracy Part of the answer may
be that these platforms give people
a voice at time when many feel
voiceless.

Micron Falls 3%, Intel, AMD Slip
As Chips Stock Tumble After
Accenture-Led Software Rebound

US chip stocks edged lower
on Thursday as investors
booked profits in some of
Wall Street's biggest artifi-
cial intelligence winners fol-
lowing a record-breaking
second-quarter rally. The
weakness in semiconductor
stocks came even as several
companies continue to bene-
fit from strong demand for
Al infrastructure and data-
centre chips. Investors
appeared to be taking some
gains off the table after the
sharp run-up in technology
shares. Micron Technology
was among the biggest
decliners, falling 2.79% to
$1,035.40. Intel declined
1.04% to $118.85 after slip-
ping around 2% in the previ-
ous session, while
Advanced Micro Devices
fell 0.75% to $607. SanDisk

was relatively resilient,
trading 0.17% higher at
$1,741.85 after declining
0.75% in the previous ses-
sion. The moves came as the
broader US market also
turned lower after opening
in positive territory. The
Dow Jones Industrial
Average fell 0.41%, while
the S&P 500 declined 0.19%.
The Nasdaq Composite was
down 0.09%. Micron has
been one of the major bene-
ficiaries of the Al invest-
ment boom, but its latest
earnings beat was not
enough to prevent profit-
taking. The memory-chip
maker reported blockbuster
results, with revenue quad-
rupling in the latest quarter
as demand for memory
products used in Al infra-
structure remained strong.

Accenture Results Spark IT Sector Rally;
Cognizant, Salesforce, IBM Surge Up To 12%

Accenture's better-than-
expected fourth-quarter
results and upbeat fiscal
2027 outlook triggered a
broad rally across IT
stocks in US on Thursday,
with Cognizant, IBM,
Salesforce and Indian IT
stocks gaining sharply.
Cognizant  Technology
Solutions led the move,
rising 11.8%. IBM jumped
6.06%, while Salesforce
gained 3.85%. The posi-
tive sentiment extended
to Indian IT stocks listed
in the US. Infosys ADRs
climbed 9%, while Wipro
ADRs rose 10%. Nasdag-
100 was trading 0.48%
higher giving a positive
start for technology
stocks on Wall Street this
month. Accenture Shares
Jump Accenture shares
surged after the consult-
ing and technology servic-
es major reported
stronger-than-expected
fourth-quarter results and
provided a positive out-
look for fiscal 2027. The
stock was quoted at
around $223.65 on
Thursday at 9:40 EDT,
compared with the previ-
ous close of $183.37. At
that level, the shares were
up about 22%, although

Asian shares mostly rise amid

earlier pre-market indica-
tions had shown the stock
gaining as much as 20%.
The sharp move came
after investors responded
to the company's revenue
beat, earnings growth and
fiscal 2027 guidance.
Accenture reported
fourth-quarter revenue of
$18.7 billion, up 6% in US
dollar terms and 7% in
local currency. The figure
was ahead of the estimat-
ed $18.04 billion. For the
full fiscal year, revenue
stood at $74.2 billion, up
$4.5 billion, or 6%, from
the previous year. The
company also reported
strong profitability.
Fourth-quarter GAAP
diluted EPS came in at
$3.29, up 46% from a year

earlier. Adjusted EPS
increased 9% from the
year-ago quarter. For fis-
cal 2026, GAAP diluted
EPS rose 12% to $13.56,
while adjusted EPS
increased 8% to $13.97.
Accenture's fourth-quar-
ter bookings stood at $22.2
billion, up 4% in US dol-
lars and 5% in local cur-
rency. Full-year bookings
reached $84.5 Dbillion.
Accenture expects fiscal
2027 revenue to grow 3%
to 6% in local currency.
The company expects fis-
cal 2027 GAAP diluted
EPS of $14.39 to $14.81,
representing growth of
6% to 9%. It also expects
to return at least $9.5 bil-
lion in cash to sharehold-
ers during the year.

market optimism about Al

Tokyo: Asian shares most-
ly rose in early trading on
Thursday, October 1, amid
investor interest in tech-
nology-related issues,
despite ongoing worries
about the war in Iran.
Japan’s benchmark Nikkei
225 jumped 2.4 per cent in
morning trading to
68,355.81. Australia‘s
S&P/ASX 200 lost 1.7 per
cent to 8,638.10. South
Korea’s Kospi edged up 0.5
per cent to 6,873.06. Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng added 0.4
per cent to 24,613.27, while
the Shanghai Composite
gained 0.3 per cent to
3,842.19. In Tokyo trading,
issues expected to get a
boost from the solid
demand in computer chips
and Al-related growth have
been rising in recent ses-
sions, including Advantest
Corp., Tokyo Electron and
SoftBank Group Corp. US
stocks mostly fell
Wednesday, despite indica-
tions that the US economy
remains strong. On Wall
Street, the S&P 500 slipped
0.3 per cent to close out its
third losing month in the
last four. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average
dropped 443 points, or 0.9

per cent, and the Nasdaq
composite added 0.2 per
cent. The report that said
inflation wasn’t as bad
across the United States
last month as economists
expected. It said the cost of
living for US consumers
was 3.4 per cent higher
overall in August than a
year earlier. That was not
as high as the 3.7 per cent
inflation rate that econo-
mists expected, even if it
remained worse than the
Fed’s 2 per cent target.

In energy trading, bench-
mark US crude lost 0.56 per
cent to USD 89.91 a barrel.
Brent crude, the interna-
tional standard, fell 0.35 per
cent to USD 97.69 a barrel.
Qil prices have been swing-
ing wildly in recent months
amid uncertainty about

when the war with Iran will
allow the flow of crude to be
fully restored. Iranian offi-
cials indicated Wednesday
they have received an offi-
cial US response to Tehran’s
latest proposal to end the
seven-month war. The offi-
cials did not say what the
latest response contained
and whether it was a rejec-
tion. US President Donald
Trump publicly rejected
Iran’s proposal just days
earlier to reopen the Strait
of Hormuz within a week if
the US meets certain condi-
tions. The yield on the 10-
year Treasury, which is the
centrepiece of the bond mar-
ket, rose to 5.29 per cent, up
from 5.26 per cent late
Tuesday, and it’s back to
where it was more than two
decades ago in 2002.
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Netanyahu says flight attacker 'under-
went Islamist radical indoctrination’

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu says
investigations suggest the
man who stabbed his fellow
pilot and tried to take over a
flight from Dubai to Tel Aviv
had undergone "Islamist rad-
ical indoctrination". The
Flydubai plane plunged
more than 17,000ft (5,200m)
two hours into its journey on
Wednesday, before passen-
gers and crew overpowered
the attacker and retook con-
trol to land safely. Speaking
to Fox News, Netanyahu also
said it was looking "very like-
ly" that the attacker, who he
said was an Omani national,
"was going to down the
plane". Meanwhile, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
state news agency reports
investigations have begun
there to determine "whether
the incident was linked to
any terrorist activity or pur-
pose". The co-pilot is current-
ly being questioned in Saudi
Arabia, where the plane
made an emergency landing.
However UAE officials say
they have jurisdiction over
the incident because the air-
craft on which the attack
took place is registered there
and flies under its flag.
Netanyahu told Fox that
once the attacker had been
subdued and tied up by pas-
sengers and crew, he was
"calling out to the aircrew
'kill me, Kkill me, so it's clear
he was suicidal that's not a
question". "And with all the
passengers in there, and if
you couple that with what I
just told you about the
Islamist tendencies, that rad-
icalisation that were found in
his background, I think ...

that'1l give us a pretty good
clue but again I don't make
final conclusions yet but
that's the indications we
have now." The prime minis-
ter was also asked earlier on
the same network whether
there was an indication if
Iran was involved, he
replied: "It's too early to say".
The attacker was arrested in
Saudi Arabia and is expected

to be transferred to the UAE,
Netanyahu said. Both
Netanyahu and Indian

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said the stabbed pilot,
Indian national Capt Smit
Machchhar was a "hero".
India's ambassador to the
UAE Deepak Mittal visited
Captain Machhar in hospital
on Thursday, the Indian
Mission confirmed on social
media, stating he was "in
good health and recovering
well". Preliminary findings
from a separate Israeli inves-
tigation into the incident,
suggest that the alleged
attacker intended to crash
the plane, an Israeli security

source told BBC Arabic. The
source said the investigation
- led by Israel's intelligence
agency Mossad - interviewed
passengers after they arrived
in Tel Aviv to establish what
had happened on the plane.
Flydubai's flight FZ1073, with
more than 170 people on
board, took off from Dubai
International Airport in the
UAE at 03:05 GMT (07:051ocal
time), en route to Ben Gurion
Airport. Two hours later, the
17,000ft drop in altitude was
reported on the plane track-
ing website Flightradar24
and minutes later the plane
signaAviation, he said, was
"never a childhood dream".
When he was around 19, he

joined a management course,

planning to work for his fam-
ily's business. But then he
came across an aviation sem-
inar and "the bug bit [him]",
he added. Machchhar also
spoke about how, when he
wore his pilot's uniform, he
was "no-nonsense" and
thought "about work 100%".
But unlike his younger days,

he added, he now placed a
greater value on having a
healthy work-life balance
and spending time with fami-
ly. "Give personal life equal
importance - it will help you
fly longer," he advised. He
also detailed challenges he
had faced in the air, includ-
ing when a passenger went
into early labour and the
crew worked together to
ensure the baby was born
safely. "In aviation terms, I
was lucky to grow up with
people who helped me be the
pilot that I am today," he said,
crediting senior pilots with
teaching him how to face
stressful situations. At the
time of the conversation,
Machchhar said that no
plane he'd flown had needed
to make an emergency land-
ing. He had, however, faced
medical emergencies and
minor aircraft issues that
had caused delays. He said
delays were "not my prob-
lem. As long as you're walk-
ing out of the aircraft [safely],
that's what I want." Indian

social media has been awash
with praise for Machchhar
since his identity emerged,
with commenters calling
him a hero. Snippets from
the podcast have also gone
viral. lled an emergency
code. At about 05:40, the
plane - which had briefly
entered Jordanian airspace -
looped back into Saudi
Arabia, where it later started
its manual descent, landing
safely at Tabuk Airport in
the north west of Saudi.
Flydubai has since suspend-
ed flights between Dubai and
Tel Aviv as it carried out its
own investigation into the
incident. Israel's
Transportation  Ministry
said the suspension aligns
with Netanyahu's directive.
Israeli airlines including El
Al, Israir and Arkia said
plans were in place to oper-
ate rescue flights from Dubai
starting on Friday to bring
back stranded passengers.
The Transportation Ministry
also said it sent an urgent
request to Etihad Airlines to
increase the number of
flights between Abu Dhabi
and Tel Aviv. The pilot who
was stabbed on an Israel-
bound flight on Wednesday
has been identified as Indian
national Capt Smit
Machchhar. Machchhar was
attacked by another pilot
onboard a Flydubai flight
bound for Tel Aviv, forcing
the plane to divert to Saudi
Arabia. The captain, who has
been hailed as a "true hero"
by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, was
taken to a hospital in Tabuk,
a city in north-western Saudi
Arabia.

An exiled Russian opposi-
tion figure living in the US
says he was warned by
American and Lithuanian
security services that his
life was in danger. Former
chess world champion
Garry Kasparov said he was
one of two dissidents told to
take precautions, which he
had done. His comments
come after the US Justice
Department unsealed an
indictment earlier this
month charging five people
who allegedly work for a
network linked to the
Kremlin with plotting
attacks and murders in
countries including the US,
focusing on Russian dissi-
dents and defectors.
Kasparov wrote in his pub-
lication The Next Move that
he had not been told explic-
itly that he and fellow Free
Russia Forum co-founder
Ivan Tyutrin were consid-
ered targets, but said both
had been warned about
their safety. Spanish news-
paper El Mundo reported
that it had obtained infor-
mation that Kasparov,
along with another Russian
opposition figure, Ilya
Ponomarev, had been
warned about the plot over
the summer by US authori-
ties. Citing sources close to
Kasparov, the paper said he
had been placed under
enhanced protection over
the summer for the first
time since he moved to the
US. Kasparov wrote sepa-
rately: "I will not stop and I
will not hide, even if I
thought it was possible to do
so. "My family and I will not
truly be safe as long as
[Russian President
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RUSSIAN DISSIDENT GARRY
KASPAROYV SAYS US WARNED
HIM OF DANGER TO HIS LIFE

Vladimir] Putin is in power
in Russia - a circumstance
shared by millions."
Kasparov retired from com-
petitive chess in 2005 to pur-
sue a career in politics,
founding movements that
openly opposed Putin
before fleeing Russia in
2013. He has not returned
since. Russia classed him as
a foreign agent following
the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in 2022, and subse-
quently added him to a list
of terrorists and extremists
in 2024 - both categorisa-
tions he rejects. The other
reported target,
Ponomarev, was the only
Russian MP who voted
against the illegal annexa-
tion of Crimea in 2014 and
later went into exile in
Ukraine. He declined to con-
firm or deny to the Moscow
Times whether he had been
tipped off about the alleged
plot but said the allegations
marked "a new level of esca-
lation" by Russia. A net-
work of individuals work-
ing for the Russian intelli-
gence services has operated
since at least 2024, the US

Justice Department said. It
said the so-called RIS
Network had been conspir-
ing and conducting attacks
and murders on Russian
dissidents and defectors
around the world. Five
alleged members of the net-
work had been accused of
operating "as part of a glob-
al assassination network
that reached into the United
States, attempting to recruit
US citizens and foreigners
to carry out Killings at the
behest of the Kremlin",
Assistant Attorney General
for national security John
A Eisenberg said. The five
people alleged to be respon-
sible for organising the
plots are Yuri Khrameev,
Kirill Khrameev, Oemis
Romagoza Durruthy, Yaidel
Delgado Suarez and Angel
Eduardo Castro. All five
remain at large, the Justice
Department said. Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said when the indictment
was unsealed that he would
not comment on the charges
until he had heard or seen
"any credible evidence" or
"tangible facts".

EXPLOSIONS HEARD IN
ETHIOPIA'S CAPITAL AFTER
DRONE FLIGHTS BANNED

Explosions were heard
overnight in Ethiopia's
capital, some in the area of
the military headquarters
in the west and another in
the south of the city, resi-
dents and diplomatic
sources say. The blasts
came hours after drone
flights were banned over
Addis Ababa and a week
after fighting erupted in
the north between the
army and a newly
launched alliance of armed
groups including forces
from the Tigray region. A
source linked to the opposi-
tion fighters told the
Reuters news agency they
were behind what they said
were drone strikes. "It was
very loud. It was strong

enough to set off car
alarms," a resident in a
southern area of the city,
near the base of the secret
service, told BBC Amharic.
He estimated that he heard
the explosion in the Gotera
neighbourhood some time
around 00:30 local time (21:30
GMT). Another resident told
the BBC that he and his
friends were playing games
when they heard an explo-
sion. He lives in the western
suburb of Torhayloch, a
neighbourhood close to the

military headquarters.
There were no official
reports confirming the

cause of the explosions, the
exact locations affected or
whether there were any
casualties or damage.

Trump's Al rebrand causes 'unprecedented'’
demand for Slovenian website names

President Donald Trump's
push to rename Al may be
behind an "unprecedented"
rise in registrations for
domain names in Slovenia,
according to its official
national registry. The pres-
ident wants Al to be called
super intelligence - or SI -
the same initials used by
Slovenian websites.
Register.si spokesperson
Klara Herman said 44,000
web addresses with the .si
suffix had been registered
in September, compared to
less than 2,000 in August -
an increase of more than
2,100%. She said the scale of
activity in late September
was "unprecedented" com-
pared to the previous 12
months. President Trump
called for the technology to
be renamed during his
speech to the United
Nations General Assembly
in New York on 11
September. "The use of the
word artificial makes it
sound fake," he said. "It's
not fake, it's actually amaz-
ing. But we have to be care-
ful... welcome to the new
world of super intelli-
gence." Internet domains

are the unique human-
readable addresses people
type into their web
browsers to access websites
- like bbc.co.uk. Herman
said registrations for .si
web addresses in
September stood out "very
clearly" against the other
months in the year,
although she was "cau-
tious" about attributing the
entire increase to only
President Trump's com-

ments. She said on 30
September alone, 11,000
new registrations were

recorded. One possible
explanation for the pur-
chases is a practice where
people speculatively regis-
ter specific domain names
in case they increase in

value later on and can be
sold for a profit. For exam-
ple, in 1997 Rick Schwartz,
known as "The Domain
King", bought the domain
name men.com for $15,000
(£11,300). He sold it for $1.32
million seven years later.
On Tuesday, President
Trump hosted a meeting of
top technology bosses for
what he called "an extraor-
dinary gathering" of the
people "building America's
Golden Age". He signed an
executive order instructing
US government depart-
ments and agencies to start
using the terms "SI" and
"Super Intelligence" and
they should no longer
acknowledge the use of the
term Al SI will take the

place of Al in "official cor-
respondence", websites,
reports and other forms of
communication, the order
said. Images of the signa-
tures for the order were
mocked online however -
when it was discovered
"United States" had been
spelt incorrectly under-
neath President Trump's
signature. "The word 'artifi-
cial intelligence' makes it
sound fake," Trump told the
UN General Assembly last
week, saying that SI
"sounded much better".

He added the US would
start using "the much more
accurate term 'super intelli-
gence, SI" for its official
documents.

It so happens that .si is the
main suffix for Slovenia's
internet domain names reg-
istry, meant to denote a
website originates from the
small Alpine country of
some 2.1 million. "Since the
speech, there has been a
strong but stable increase
of requests for the use of
the '.si' domain," said Klara
Herman, spokeswoman for
Register.si, which manages
Slovenia's domain names.

Tennessee halts executions
after death row inmate Christa
Pike survives hers

Executions in Tennessee
have been halted for the
rest of the year, Governor
Bill Lee has said, after two
attempts to execute death
row inmate Christa Pike by
lethal injection failed. In a
statement to CBS News, the
BBC's US partner, Lee said
lawful executions were
among the state's "most
serious responsibilities",
adding that he has ordered
a third-party review "to
determine exactly what
occurred". Tennessee
prison officials on
Wednesday attempted to
administer two lethal doses
of pentobarbital to Pike but
she survived and was taken
to hospital. Her medical
condition is unclear. Pike,

50 was sentenced to death in
1996 for the murder of
Colleen Slemmer. She was
18 when she and her then-
boyfriend, Tadaryl Shipp,
beat, tortured and killed 19-
year-old Slemmer. Pike
would have been the first
woman to be executed in
Tennessee for over 200
years. Speaking to
reporters at a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony on Thursday
morning, Lee said: "I'm
highly disappointed, along
with Tennesseans, about
what happened last night."
Governor Lee has not made
clear who will conduct the
independent review of the
state's execution proce-
dures. His order to pause all
executions will overlap
with the planned 3
December execution of con-
victed murderer Gary
Sutton. In court filings,
Pike's lawyers said she
needed "life-saving meas-
ures" after her botched exe-
cution. The Tennessee
Department of Correction,
which handled the execu-
tion, issued a statement
defending its handling of
the case.

Japan raises permanent residency fee by 20 times

WHAT HAPPENED IN FAILED EXECUTION OF
CHRISTA PIKE - AND WHAT NEXT?

US convicted murderer
Christa Pike is in hospital and
being given "life-saving meas-
ures" after Tennessee authori-
ties failed in their attempt to
execute her by lethal injec-
tion. The case of Pike, whose
attempted execution had
already been the subject of a
high-profile legal battle, has
raised a number of questions.
These include what went
went wrong, what happens
next, and - for opponents of
the death penalty - fresh con-
cerns around the suffering of
an inmate when an execution
does not go to plan. What hap-
pened? Pike, 50, was sen-
tenced to death in 1996 for the
murder of 19-year-old Colleen
Slemmer, an attack that was
perpetrated alongside her
then-boyfriend Tadaryl
Shipp. She was scheduled to
be put to death on Wednesday
evening, local time. The injec-

tions were allowed by the US
Supreme Court at the
eleventh hour after the legal
battle. Pike was given two
syringes of the drug pentobar-
bital, though her legal team
said these failed to stop her
heartbeat and that she could
still be heard snoring. US
death row inmate survives
execution attempt after two
lethal injections The
Tennessee Department of
Correction defended the

method it used, and said "the
protocol does not allow for
additional procedures beyond
what was carried out this
evening". The state protocol
does not clearly specify what
should happen if an inmate
remains alive after a second
dose, according to the AP
news agency. Authorities
have yet to provide their
explanation of why the dosage
given to Pike proved to be
non-fatal, although medical

experts have provided theo-
ries of their own. Dr Joel
Zivot, a professor at the
Emory University School of
Medicine who told the BBC he
had been retained by Pike's
legal team as a medical
expert, said she probably
never achieved a sufficient
blood level of pentobarbital to
cause apnoea and cardiovas-
cular failure. What happens
next? The state correction
department added that Pike
had been taken to an off-site
medical facility. One of her
lawyers said she was "being
provided life-saving meas-
ures” in hospital. Her health
status is unclear as of
Thursday morning. In his
emailed comments to the
BBC, Zivot said: "It's very pos-
sible that as a consequence of
the delay of the beginning of
resuscitation she will have a
brain injury."




"100 Per Cent Every Time":
Usman Nurmagomedov
Reveals Khabib

Nurmagomedov's Relentless
Fight Camp Routine

Retired UFC great Khabib
Nurmagomedov remains fully
immersed in training camps for his
team, with his cousin Usman
Nurmagomedov. According to his
cousin and PFL lightweight champi-
on Usman, the former lightweight
champion leaves his personal rou-
tine behind for up to six weeks to
coach and train at maximum intensi-
ty, taking part in every session.
Usman says Khabib expects maxi-
mum effort throughout camp, ensur-
ing that fighters under his guidance
never train at half capacity. This
reflects the disciplined approach that

demanding full intensity from start
to finish. “We never work at half
capacity with Khabib. It's 100 percent
every time.” Usman Nurmagomedov
Details Khabib Nurmagomedov's
Intense Camp Routine Speaking to
Russian MMA figure Kamil
Gadzhiev in comments circulated
online, Usman said Khabib commits
entirely to the team during a fight
camp. According to Usman, Khabib
stays with the fighters for four to six
weeks, attends every session and
demands the same intensity from the
athletes around him.

The claim offers a glimpse into the

UFC Hall of Fame's Modern
Wing in 2022. Though he no
longer competes, Khabib's
appearance around camps
and cages has kept him
closely linked to the careers
of fighters from his team and
family.

Former Champion's
Influence Remains Strong
Usman Nurmagomedov, one
of the foremost lightweights
to emerge from that system,
has frequently worked
under Khabib's guidance.
The 28-year-old previously

powered his own undefeated 29-0
MMA career. He added, “We never
work at half capacity with Khabib.
It's 100 per cent every time.”
Retirement hasn't stopped Khabib
Nurmagomedov from going ALL IN
during fight camps. ???? Usman
Nurmagomedov says Khabib leaves
everything behind for 4-6 weeks to
stay with the team throughout camp,
taking part in every session and

demanding approach that helped
make the Dagestani team one of the
most recognisable camps in modern
mixed martial arts. ‘The Eagle'
stepped away from competition after
submitting Justin Gaethjeat UFC254 ed
in October 2020, ending his profes-
sional career unbeaten at 29-0. UFC
president Dana White formally con-
firmed his retirement in March 2021,
and Khabib was inducted into the

fighter

held the Bellator light-
weight title and later won
the PFL lightweight
championship, main-
taining an undefeat-
professional
record that major
databases

list at 22 wins with

no defeats, along-
side one no contest.
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Harshita Tomar, Shital Verma Clinch Asiad
Bronze In Sailing After Finishing Fourth

Indian sailors Harshita
Tomar and Shital
Verma won bronze
medal on Thursday
in the women's
skiff event, giv-
ing India anoth-
er medal in the
sailing competi-
tion in the
Aichi-
Nagoya

A sian
Games.

T h e
Indian

pair fin-
ished
third

after

nine

races in

t h e

opening

series,

with 24

net points

and 28
total
points.
Harshita

and Shital

had initial-

ly finished

fourth, but
China,
which had

originally secured third
place, was subsequently
disqualified, moving the
Indian pair into the
bronze-medal position.
The medal came late in the
evening. Earlier on
Thursday, sailors Manu
Francis and Prince Noble
clinched the silver medal
in the men's skiff event at
the Asian Games
2026.Indian sailors
Harshita Tomar and Shital
Verma won bronze medal
on Thursday in the
women's skiff event, giving
India another medal in the
sailing competition in the
Aichi-Nagoya Asian
Games. The Indian pair fin-
ished third after nine races

in the opening series, with
24 net points and 28 total
points. Harshita and Shital
had initially finished
fourth, but China, which
had originally secured
third place, was subse-
quently disqualified, mov-
ing the Indian pair into the
bronze-medal position. The
medal came late in the
Earlier on
Thursday, sailors Manu
Francis and Prince Noble
clinched the silver medal
in the men's skiff event at
the Asian Games 2026. The
Indian duo finished second
behind China after com-
pleting nine races with 23
points, while Hong Kong
secured the bronze medal.

evening.

India And Pakistan Could Play Against Each
Other Three Times In Cricket World Cup 2027

The schedule for the ICC
Cricket World Cup 2027 is
out! In the main event, there
will be a total of 12 teams,
which have been divided
into groups A and B. Each
group contains six teams.
India, Pakistan, Australia,
Zimbabwe and Afghanistan
have been placed in the same
group. Qualifier A will join
the five sides in Group A.
While India begin their cam-
paign on October 7 with a
match against Australia, the
Shubman Gill-led side will
face arch-rivals Pakistan on
October 10 in Johannesburg.
Such is the format of the ICC
Cricket World Cup 2027 that
India and Pakistan could
face each other three times.
The first clash between the
sides will be the Group A

match that takes place on
October 10. It is worth noting
that the top three teams from
each group will move into
the Super 7 phase. The best
fourth-placed team across

the two groups will take the
final seventh spot. There
will be no points carried
over from the group stage to
the Super 7, which means
that the teams will play in a

round-robin format. Each
team will get six more
matches from October 25 to
November 14, which will
provide another opportunity
for an India vs Pakistan
clash. The top four teams
from the Super 7 phase will
progress to the semi-finals.
This means that if both India
and Pakistan finish in the
top four, they could have a
third opportunity to face
each other in the semi-finals
or in the final. Australia are
the defending champions of
the Cricket World Cup, hav-
ing registered a six-wicket
win over India in 2023 in
Ahmedabad. Meanwhile,
Pakistan had finished in
fifth place with four wins
and five losses in nine
matches.

Rohit Sharma Breaks Silence On
Gill, Makes Massive World Cup Admission

India's experienced opener
Rohit Sharma has his eyes
firmly set on the ICC Men's
Cricket World Cup 2027.
Rohit Sharma opened up
about Shubman Gill's cap-
taincy, his desire to win
another ICC Men's Cricket
World Cup for India, and
making the most of every
opportunity in the lead-up to
next year's tournament. On
Wednesday, in the second
India vs West Indies ODI, the
Indian opening pair of Rohit
Sharma and skipper
Shubman Gill put together
the second-highest opening
partnership for the team.
Rohit and Gill enthralled the
crowd and rewrote the
record books during the sec-
ond ODI against the West
Indies at Guwahati. Chasing
a record-breaking target of

406, Rohit and Gill put on a
255run stand, which ended
when Rohit was dismissed
for 101 off 75 balls. He struck
10 fours and six sixes at a
strike rate of 134.67.
Speaking to JioStar ahead of
India's third ODI against the
West Indies, Rohit Sharma
analysed Shubman Gill's
captaincy: "Shubman Gill

has a great cricketing brain,
no doubt about that. He has
been captaining for about a
year now, so it is unfair to
judge him as a captain so
early. But from what I have
seen, he has been impres-
sive. He is very clear about
what he wants. That is the
most important thing a cap-
tain should have. If the cap-

Shubman

tain is clear, the players
around him will also be
clear. That is what I see with
Shubman. He knows what
he wants and is moving in
the right direction. Of
course, any captain needs
the support of the players
and the staff around him. I
am sure that in whatever
way I can help him, I will do
that." He further elaborated
on his camaraderie with
Gill: "Shubman is the cap-
tain, but that does not mean
I stay away from him or talk
less with him. Ever since he
made his debut, we have
been moving in the same
direction. That is how it
should be, and it should not
change for any reason. He
needs the confidence of the
team, knowing that every-
one is moving together.

Tyreek Hill And Keeta Vaccaro's Divorce Fight Continues
As She Makes A Bold Move For Her Own Future

Cheetah Tyreek Hill and
Keeta Vaccaro continue to
remain in their divorce dis-
pute, which is now further
complicated by another legal
issue that involves recorded
conversations at the heart of
the proceedings. The popular
WR has sought a restraining
order against recordings
taken by Keeta's mother, pre-
venting them from being
heard in court. In the mean-
time, while these issues are
going through the courts,
Keeta seems to be developing
her own life away from
Tyreek. She is marketing
Capri Partners, her finan-
cial literacy app and

the philosophy
behind financial
confidence. In her

recent Instagram

post, she spoke

about learning
finances and moving

on. She mentioned
nothing about her

divorce or Tyreek. Keeta
Vaccaro Is Building Capri
Partners While Her Divorce
Fight Continues Away from
the court pro-
ceedings,

Keeta

Vaccaro has

been con-

centrating

on her

financial

literacy

a p p

dubbed

Capri

Partners. The aim of this app
is to make personal finance
easy through tutorials tak-
ing just five minutes daily.
This name of the app was
inspired by her daughter
named Capri. According to
Keeta Vaccaro, she learned
the art of developing apps
and websites when develop-
ing her app. She used artifi-
cial intelligence for coding
and she developed it all
alone. The recent post she
made on Instagram reads,
“Go sooner.

US Tennis Star Emma Navarro Reveals

Health Battle, Ends Season

merican

Navarro,

time WTA tourna-
ment champion, revealed
a three-year battle with
health issues on
Wednesday, battling
against her body as she
found success on the
court. Navarro, ranked
24th in the world, said she
will skip the remainder of
the 2026 campaign to pre-
pare herself for a 2027
Australia return. "I'm tak-
ing the rest of this year to
work on dialing in my
medication and fueling
protocols so that I can
hopefully feel back to
100% again," Navarro
wrote in an emotional
Instagram post. Navarro
won the WTA Strasbourg
title in May.

Emma
a three-

'Is This The End?' Cristiano Ronaldo's Future With
Portugal Unclear After Veteran Star Leaves Team

Cristiano Ronaldo's abrupt
decision to leave Portugal's
training camp after an
apparent rift with coach
Jorge Jesus has left many
wondering about his future
in international soccer. Is he
done with Portugal? Or will
he make peace

with his
coach and
be back for
t he
next
interna-
tional break?

There were few answers on
Thursday, a day after the all-
time leading scorer in men's
international soccer decided
to walk out on Portugal's
training camp in a decision
announced a few hours after
Jesus said the star forward
would not start the game
against Denmark in the
Nations League. The 41-
year-old Ronaldo, who
played in his sixth World
Cup this year, only said that
in due course he would “tell
the Portuguese people the
truth about the reasons”
behind his departure. The
federation also gave few
details, saying only that

Ronaldo left the training
camp and the rest of the
team would remain focused
on Thursday's game against
Denmark. One possible clue:
There was already a new
owner of Ronaldo's famous
No. 7 jersey, with Rafael
Ledo set to wear it on
Thursday. In Portugal, the
news of Ronaldo's departure
fueled speculation that the
country's biggest sporting
star, who had already hinted
that this is his last season in
soccer, would not play again
for the national team. “Is
this the end?” read
Thursday's front-page head-
line of the JM newspaper

based in Ronaldo's native
Madeira. “A sad farewell,”
the Portuguese sports paper
A Bola said. “CR7 turns his
back on the national team,”
read the headline on the O
Jogo newspaper. Regardless
of Ronaldo's and the federa-
tion's decisions going for-
ward, the star player could
possibly face a harsh pun-
ishment for leaving the
training camp. The federa-
tion's disciplinary regula-
tions say that any player
who “abandons or fails to
appear” without justifica-
tion at a training session,
match or activity of the
national teams.

"They Can't Take My Medal":
Ancy Sojan Responds To
Social Media Trolling After
Asian Games Silver

Asian Games silver medal-
list long jumper Ancy Sojan
has hit back at social media
trolls who criticised her
appearance, hairstyle and
jewellery, saying their com-
ments cannot take away
from her achievement.
Ancy clinched silver at the
ongoing Asian Games after
leading the competition for a
major part before China's
Huang Yingying produced a
late 6.55m effort to snatch
the gold. The Indian finished
with a best jump of 6.53m.
The 25-year-old received
criticism on social media
over her appearance and
attire following her perform-
ance, but said the trolling
would not diminish the sig-
nificance of her medal. "Let
them troll because they do
not have this award and
don't know the value of this
medal and how much I
worked hard for this medal
and there trolling is never
gonna (going to) be make me
lose (remove) these (her hair
clips)," she told PTT upon her
arrival in Delhi. "They can't
take my award, my medal
and records or anything. I

will continue this as this is
my confidence," she added.
Reflecting on the narrow
miss for gold, Ancy said she
had accepted the result and
was already looking ahead
to bigger goals. "That jump
was nothing for me actually
Itried hard and I am accept-
ed the fate that after the
third sixth jump it is not
mine. I need to work hard,
god might have some other
plans for me and something
big is waiting for me," she
said with a smile on her face.
The medal also made Ancy a
two-time Asian Games
medallist, a feat she was
proud of. "I am happy that I
made my country proud,
this is the second time and I
am two time Asian Games
medallist, I am proudly
announcing that," she said.
"Let them troll because they
do not have this award and
don't know the value of this
medal and how much I
worked hard for this medal
and there trolling is never
gonna (going to) be make me
lose (remove) these (her hair
clips)," she told PTT upon her
arrival in Delhi.
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SUDIGALI SUDHEER’S

G.O.A.T TO RELEASE
IN THEATRES
ON NOVEMBER 12

resented by Asian

Cinemas, the film

stars Divya Bharathi
as the female lead Popular
comedian-turned-hero
Sudigali Sudheer is gearing
up for the release of his
upcoming film G.0.A.T
(Greatest of All Time).
Divya Bharathi plays the
female lead in the film,
which is directed by
Vedavyas. Jointly produced
by Maha Teja Creations
and Jaishnav Productions,
the film is produced by
Chandrasekhar Reddy
Mogulla. Presented by the
renowned production
house Asian Cinemas,
G.0.A.T is slated for a

grand theatrical release on
November 12. The content
released from the film so far
has received a positive
response from audiences.
The makers are now gear-
ing up to unveil the film’s
trailer soon. Speaking
about the film, producer
Chandrasekhar Reddy
Mogulla said, “The produc-
tion work is currently
underway. We are making
the film on a lavish scale
without compromising on
the budget or production
values. The film will also
have high technical stan-
dards. We believe G.O.A.T
will be a milestone in
Sudigali Sudheer’s career.

Hit Machine Anil Ravipudi Launches
COCOONS MOVIE POSTER

agan Jogiraju, Sagar

Kiran, Vikas

Chaitanya, Sangana
Duggu, Surabhi Deepti, and
Deepti Padmanimmanagoti
are playing the lead roles in
the upcoming film Cocoons.
The movie is being pro-
duced by Sukesh Potla,
Mamatha Reddy Kasam,
and Mahesh Gowri under
the banners of New Wave
Pictures and M.Arts
Entertainments, with
Mahesh Gowri directing
the film. Promising to be an
entertaining film that
appeals to both youngsters
and family audiences,
Cocoons is set to hit the
screens soon.
The poster of Cocoons was
launched today by block-
buster  director  Anil
Ravipudi. Speaking on the
occasion, Anil Ravipudi
said, “I am happy to launch
the poster of Cocoons. The
poster looks fresh and
instantly grabs attention.
Director Mahesh Gowri’s
innovative ideas are evi-

dent in the poster, and the
title is also very interesting.
One of the lead actors,
Vikas, previously worked
as a mentor on the popular
television show Drama

Juniors. He is now making
his debut as an actor with
this film. My best wishes to
Jagan, Sagar, Vikas, and
the entire team of Cocoons.”
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resented by Mrs. K.
Sridevi, the film
'"Tellakagitham' is
produced by Krishna
Kommalapati under the
banner of Arunachala
Creations. Harsh Roshan
and Nakshatra are provid-
ing the story, screenplay
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THE MOVIE 'TELLA
KAAGITHAM' IS A PURE LOVE
STORY - PRODUCER DIL RAJU

and dialogues for this
movie. Ramesh Bandreddy
is the director of this
movie. The film is releas-
ing on October 2. In this
order, the pre-release
event of this movie was
held in Hyderabad on
Wednesday. Producer

TFDC Chairman Dil Raju,
star directors Anil
Ravipudi, Koratala Siva,
Chandu Mondeti,
Vashishta, Sailesh Kolanu,
Ram Jagadish, producer
Bandla Ganesh and others
attended the ceremony. On
this occasion..

“NO ONE CAN GUESS THE CLIMAX OF

TATTVAM”: HERO DINESH TEJ

Directed by Arjun Kola, Tattvam
stars Dinesh Tej and Dashvika K
in the lead roles. The film is joint-
ly produced by Sheemakurthi
Vamsi Krishna and Swetha
Pasupuleti under the banners of
Trayathi Ishani Creations and SK
Productions.

Tattvam is an intriguing murder
mystery thriller that promises to
keep audiences hooked with its
suspense, engaging screenplay
and a unique storyline. The trail-
er and songs released recently
have received an unexpected

response from audiences. The
film is gearing up for its theatri-
cal release tomorrow.

Ahead of the release, hero
Dinesh Tej interacted with the
media on Wednesday and spoke
about the film, his character and
the experience of working on
Tattvam.

B WHAT MADE YOU ACCEPT
TATTVAM?

The twists in this film are some-
thing nobody can easily guess.
The emotion in the climax and

the central point of the story—
what a person discovers about
himself and what he ultimately
understands about Tattvam—
really impressed me.

Overall, I found this murder mys-
tery thriller very different and
fresh. I believe audiences will feel
the same when they watch it in
theatres tomorrow.

® WHAT KIND OF STORY IS
TATTVAM?

There is a very thin line between
superstition and belief. The entire

story revolves around that line.
The film is set in the year 2000.

B WE HEARD THAT YOU
MET WITH AN ACCIDENT
WHILE WORKING ON THIS
FILM?

We feel that all the negative expe-
riences surrounding the film
have somehow taken away the
“evil eye.” Our film has very
strong content. During the pro-
motional phase, both the heroine
and I met with accidents. For me,
it feels like I got a second life.
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