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movie pre 
release event

      

WORLD NEWSNation News

Italy Approves 
Elections Overhaul 
As Opposition Accuse 
Meloni Of 'Scam'

Hoax bomb scare at 
Kolkata airport
Kolkata, Oct 8 : The authorities of 
the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
International Airport in Kolkata 
received a hoax bomb threat mail 
on Thursday, following which, there 
was panic within the airport premis-
es for a brief period. A thorough 
search was launched at the airport 
premises by the Central Industrial 
Security Force (CISF) personnel 
immediately after receiving the 
mail. As per the latest information 
available, no suspicious objects 
have been detected by the CISF per-
sonnel so far. Sources aware of the 
development said that a threaten-
ing email was sent to the airport 
authorities this afternoon where it 
was claimed that bombs were 
stocked at some places inside the 
airport premises. As soon as the 
email was received, the authorities 
alerted the CISF jawans who are in-
charge of the security arrangement 
at the airport.

Anti-cancer drug 
prices may fall 
up to 70%

 INBRIEF

New Delhi : In a major step aimed at 
making cancer treatment more afford-
able, the government has reportedly 
decided to cap trade margins at 30 
per cent of the maximum retail price 
(MRP) for all non-scheduled anti-can-
cer medicines, official sources said on 
Thursday. The measure will cover 
branded and generic drugs, as well as 
domestic and imported products, 
including both patented and non-pat-
ented medicines. The decision, which 
is expected to come into effect later 
this month, is aimed at curbing exces-
sive mark-ups in the supply chain and 
reducing the financial burden on can-
cer patients. According to official esti-
mates, the move will impact around 
110 anti-cancer medicines, including 
35 patented drugs, and could lead to a 
reduction of up to 70 per cent in the 
MRP of affected products.

Visakhapatnam ■ (TSIT): 

Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu met 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in New Delhi and 
conveyed greetings on 
behalf of the people of 
Andhra Pradesh, while 
discussing several issues 
concerning the State’s 
development. Naidu 
praised Modi’s 25 years in 
public life and his empha-
sis on cooperative feder-
alism. 

During the meeting, he 
stressed the need to take 
forward the Godavari–
Cauvery river-linking 
project, saying it could 
strengthen water security 
in Andhra Pradesh and 
other southern States. 

The Chief Minister also 
sought Central financial 

assistance for develop-
ment works related to the 
Godavari Pushkarams 

scheduled for 2027. 

More on Page-5

CM Naidu Meets PM Modi, 
Seeks Support for Water Security and Key AP Projects

CM Revanth demands 
CEC’s removal 
Warns Modi of public backlash

Hyderabad ■ TSIT BUREAU: 

Telangana Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy on Thursday 
demanded that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi immediately 
remove Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, 
alleging that the BJP government 
was using the Election 
Commission to retain power 
through unfair means.

Speaking to reporters at 

Rajghat during the “Vote 
Bachao… Desh Bachao” cam-
paign, the Chief Minister said 
Modi should step down if he failed 
to act against the CEC, warning 
that people would otherwise oust 
him. He asserted that raids by the 
Enforcement Directorate, Income 
Tax Department and CBI could no 
longer protect the BJP govern-
ment from public anger.

Leader of the Opposition Rahul 
Gandhi, Congress president 

Mallikarjun Kharge, senior lead-
ers Priyanka Gandhi and K.C. 
Venugopal, and INDIA alliance 
leaders participated in a march to 
Rajghat and paid tributes to 
Mahatma Gandhi.Revanth Reddy 
said the campaign was a move-
ment to safeguard ordinary citi-
zens’ rights, extending beyond the 
political interests of Congress and 
the INDIA alliance.

Citing electoral figures, he said 
India had around 81 crore voters 
in 2014, 91 crore in 2019 and 97 
crore in 2024. With the population 
exceeding 140 crore, the electorate 
should have expanded further, he 
argued. Alleging that 13 crore 
votes had gone missing, he 
demanded that the Prime Minister 
explain the claimed reduction to 
the country.Recalling the sacrific-
es of freedom fighters, including 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
and Bhagat Singh, the Chief 
Minister said the Constitution 
guaranteed equal voting rights to 
citizens irrespective of their eco-
nomic status. He accused Modi 
and Gyanesh Kumar of attempt-
ing to deprive marginalised com-
munities of those rights.

Opposition's 
stir against EC's 
'vote theft' 
reaches Rajghat

New Delhi ■ (TSIT): 
Congress-led Opposition continued its protest 
against alleged discrepancies in the Election 
Commission's (EC) Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) exercise for the third day on Thursday as 
the Lok Sabha Leader of Opposition (LoP) 
Rahul Gandhi, party President Mallikarjun 
Kharge led the march to Rajghat. Hundreds of 
leaders, along with party workers reached 
Rajghat on Thursday evening, to turn on the 
heat on the Union government and Chief 
Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar 
and also to chalk out their next course of 
action.Prior to this, senior leaders of Congress 
and INDIA bloc assembled in the Connaught 
Place for a luncheon, where they discussed 
ways to escalate their stir against alleged 'vote 
chori'. The Opposition has been gunning for 
CEC Gyanesh Kumar, demanding his resigna-
tion over alleged irregularities in the SIR of 
electoral rolls. Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi, 
speaking to press at the Rajghat, reiterated 
demand for CEC Gyanesh Kumar's resignation 
and also make an appeal to the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to listen to people's voice.

Actor Nana Patekar 
passes away at 75, 

takes his last breath in Goa

Mumbai, Oct 8 : Veteran actor 
Nana Patekar, one of Indian 
cinema’s most celebrated per-
formers, has passed away at 
the age of 75 in Goa.

An official confirmation 
from the Manipal hospital, 
Goa, stated that the actor was 
found unconscious at his Dona 
Paula - Goa residence and was 
rushed to the hospital. Doctors 
declared him brought dead.

The acclaimed actor, known 

for his powerful performances 
across Hindi and Marathi cin-
ema, leaves behind a remark-
able body of work spanning 
over four decades.

Born Vishwanath Patekar 
on January 1, 1951, in 
Maharashtra, Nana Patekar 
established himself as an actor 
known for his intensity, dia-
logue delivery and ability to 
portray complex and uncon-
ventional characters.

For the uninitiated, he made 
his Hindi film debut with 
Gaman in 1978 and went on to 
become one of the most respect-
ed performers of his genera-
tion. Nana’s breakthrough 
came with films such as 
Salaam Bombay! and Parinda. 
He went on to deliver power-
pack performances in films 
including Angaar, Tirangaa, 
Krantiveer, Agni Sakshi, 
Khamoshi: The Musical, 
Yeshwant, Ab Tak Chhappan, 
Apaharan and Raajneeti.

PM seeks global action on 
cyberfraud, deepfakes

New Delhi ■ (TSIT): 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 
Thursday called for a 
global framework to 
tackle cross-border 
cyber frauds and the 
growing threat of deep-
fakes, urging govern-
ments, technology com-
panies, telecom opera-
tors and financial insti-
tutions to come together 
for a mechanism to pre-
vent such frauds before 
they reach the people.
He said India has gained 
considerable experience 
in tackling cyber frauds 
and is ready to share its 
learnings with the 

world.Modi warned that 
cyber frauds and cyber 
crimes do not respect 
borders and asserted 
that technology achieves 
scale only when it gains 
trust."Technology 
achieves scale only 
when it gains trust. And 
you all know that cyber 
fraud and cyber crimes 
do not respect borders. 
They have already 
crossed boundaries," he 
said while addressing 
the India Mobile 
Congress 2026. 
Highlighting the cross-
border nature of cyber 
crimes, he said a per-
son sitting in one coun-
try, with the help of a 
fraudster in another 
country, can commit a 
crime in a third coun-
try. Modi also flagged 
the growing challenge 
posed by deepfakes and 
said countries need to 
work together on a 
global framework to 
address such emerging 
threats.

Telangana SIR 
gets 24,323 Form-7 
applications
Hyderabad ■ TSIT
Election authorities in 
Telangana received 24,323 
Form-7 applications seek-
ing deletion of voters dur-
ing the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR), of which 
12,204 voters were 
removed from the elector-
al rolls after verification.
During the claims and 
objections period from 
June 15 to October 7, 
authorities also received 
4,88,417 Form-6 applica-
tions for new voter enrol-
ment, with 51,821 appli-
cants added to the rolls.
Hyderabad recorded the 
highest number of Form-7 
applications at 6,335, 
resulting in the deletion 
of 2,066 voters. 
Rangareddy received 2,223 
applications, while 
Medchal-Malkajgiri 
recorded 1,749. 

Bengaluru ■ (TSIT): 

The Freedom Park in Bengaluru 
turned into a battleground of 
political slogans and public dis-
sent on Thursday morning as 
more than over 2,000 protesters 
gathered for a State-level mass 
demonstration and ‘People’s 
tribunal’, demanding the imme-
diate scrapping of the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls and a return to paper 
ballots.The demonstration, 
organised by a coalition of pro-
gressive groups and various 
civil society organisations, saw 
notable participation from pop-
ular YouTuber and digital con-
tent creator Dhruv Rathee, who 
joined a public protest in India 

for the first time. Accompanied 
by actor-activist Prakash Raj, 
veteran writer Devanuru 
Mahadeva and CJP founder 
Abhijeet Dipke, the event drew 
a large turnout of Gen Z and 
youth activists.

Addressing the gathering, 
leaders accused the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) of 
acting as a “puppet” of the 
Union government. Organisers 
claimed that the SIR exercise 
has led to arbitrary and opaque 
voter deletions, alleging that 
out of 5.5 crore voters in 
Karnataka, over one crore 
names are facing risk or exclu-
sion under the guise of pro-
cessing Form 6 and Form 7 
applications.

Mass protest in Bengaluru over SIR
Dhruv Rathee, Prakash Raj 

join People’s Tribunal
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S a n g a r e d d y , 
October 8 (TSIT): 
Sangareddy MLA 
Chinta Prabhakar 
urged District 
Collector Prateek 
Jain to take urgent 
steps to ensure qual-
ity and uninterrupt-
ed power supply to 
farmers and address 
drinking water shortages 
in the constituency.

During a meeting with 
the Collector, the MLA 
said frequent power 
interruptions were 
affecting agricultural 
activities and urged offi-
cials to ensure regular 
supply. He also stressed 
that drinking water 
requirements should be 
prioritised, particularly 
amid inadequate rain-
fall, and sought tanker 
supplies and advance 
measures for summer.

Prabhakar requested 

borewells in villages fac-
ing severe shortages. The 
Collector said borewells 
had already been sanc-
tioned in urgent-need vil-
lages at a cost of ₹21.50 
lakh.

The MLA also sought 
speedy completion of 
pending development 
works, infrastructure 
improvements and sanc-
tioning of new Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar Bhavans 
wherever required. 
Additional Collector 
Pandu and other officials 
were present.

MLA urges action on 
power, water issues 

Mahabubabad, October 
8: Allegations of unau-
thorised collections and 
questions over official 
authority have surfaced 
against K. Srinivasa 
Rao, who held addition-
al charge as District 
Scheduled Castes 
Development Officer in 
Mahabubabad.It is 

alleged that hostel war-
dens were asked to pay 
₹100 per student, besides 
₹5,000–₹6,000 individual-
ly. Claims have also 
been made that wardens 
who refused to pay were 
issued memos and show-
cause notices. The alle-
gations have not been 
independently verified.

For Advertisment Please  contact:  
9948480279, 7330778889

SC welfare department faces 
collection allegations

Hyderabad, October 8 
(TSIT): Telangana DGP 
C.V. Anand directed 
underperforming police 
units to improve imple-
mentation of new criminal 
laws, investigation stan-
dards and conviction rates 
to help the State improve 
its national ranking.
At a review meeting at the 
CID office, Anand assessed 
the performance of 
Commissioners of Police, 

Superintendents of Police 
and senior officers. 
Telangana currently has a 
score of 60.15 in the nation-
al assessment.The DGP 
stressed effective use of 
Zero FIR, e-Sakshya, 
e-Summons, online charge 

sheets and the 
Interoperable Criminal 
Justice System (ICJS). He 
also reviewed case dispos-
al, sexual-offence investi-
gations, pending trials and 
FIR registration at crime 
scenes.

Improve police performance to boost ranking: DGP

Hyderabad, TSIT: 
Representatives of  Ujjaini 
Mahankali Temple, 
Secunderabad, met BC 
Welfare and Transport 
Minister and Hyderabad 
In-Charge Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar at the 
Minister’s Quarters on 
Thursday and invited him 
to attend the temple’s 

Sharannavaratri celebra-
tions.Temple Executive 
Officer Ambuja, DCC 
Secretary and Temple 
Trust Board Member 
Gundelli Devi Vara 
Prasad, chief priests 
Ramateertha Sharma and 
Venumadhav Sharma, 
along with temple staff, 
extended the invitation.

Ponnam Prabhakar Invited to Ujjaini 
Mahankali Navaratri Celebrations



Hyderabad TSIT: Telangana 
Pradesh Mahila Congress Vice 
President Dr.Rekha Boyalapalli 
demanded the immediate resigna-
tion of Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar over alleged irreg-
ularities in the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.
Participating in the “Chalo Lok 
Bhavan” programme organised in 
response to the INDIA alliance’s 
“Save Democracy” call, she sought 
an independent investigation into 
the allegations and stressed the 
need to protect every eligible citizen’s vot-
ing rights.The programme was held under 
the guidance of TPCC President B. Mahesh 
Kumar Goud and the leadership of 
Telangana Pradesh Mahila Congress 
President Errabelli Swarna.“Every eligi-
ble citizen’s right to vote must be protect-
ed. Allegations concerning irregularities 
in electoral rolls require an independent 
investigation and clear answers to the 
public,” Dr. Rekha said. 
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Goal to make Nalgonda a TB-free district, 
says Collector Chandrasekhar

Nalgonda (TSIT) Nalgonda 
District Collector B. 
Chandrasekhar has called 
for collective efforts to trans-
form Nalgonda into a TB-free 
district by the end of next 
year. Speaking at a pro-
gramme organised by the 
District TB Control Society 
at Udayaditya Bhavan on 
Thursday, alongside MLC 
Shankar Naik, he noted that 
TB is caused by bacteria and 
can be completely cured if 
detected early.

Diagnostic tests are being 
conducted at 23 Primary 
Health Centres, with treat-
ment available in Nakrekal, 
Miryalaguda, Devarakonda, 
and Sagar. Patients were 
advised to take medication 
regularly for six months. The 
Collector highlighted the use 
of AI-based technology and 
mobile testing equipment, 
urging the involvement of 

nursing students, NCC 
cadets, and 'My Bharat' vol-
unteers. Sarpanches were 
asked to include TB aware-
ness in Gram Sabhas.He stat-
ed that 126 villages have 
already been declared 
TB-free, with a goal to make 
another 50% TB-free this year 

and the entire district by next 
year. The Rich Foundation 
provided equipment worth 
Rs.11 lakh under CSR, and a 
monthly nutritional allow-
ance of Rs.1,000 is being given 
to TB patients. Certificates 
were presented to Sarpanches 
of 126 TB-free villages.

Hyderabad: A 19-year-old indus-
trial worker whose right forearm 
was completely severed in a drill-
machine accident has had his 
limb successfully replanted after 
a marathon 10-hour surgery at 
CARE Hospitals, HITEC City, 
Hyderabad.

The worker reached the hospi-
tal's Emergency Department 
within an hour of the amputa-
tion. A multidisciplinary team 
from Orthopaedics, Plastic & 
Reconstructive Surgery, General 
Surgery, and Anaesthesia per-
formed the complex procedure, 
involving cleaning of damaged 
tissue, stabilisation of forearm 
bones with plates, and recon-

struction of soft tissues.
Dr. Divya Sai Narsingam, 

Senior Consultant – Plastic 
Surgery, said the replanted fore-
arm is now viable with normal 
blood circulation and encourag-
ing finger movement and sensa-
tion. The patient was monitored 
in surgical ICU, required skin 
grafting, and was discharged in 
stable condition.Doctors stressed 
that such injuries are medical 
emergencies where every minute 
matters, and timely access to spe-
cialised trauma care can signifi-
cantly influence the possibility of 
saving the affected limb. The 
patient will continue follow-up 
and rehabilitation.

Complex 10-hour surgery at CARE 
Hospitals saves limb and livelihood of 

19-year-old worker

Hyderabad TSIT: Telangana Chief 
Secretary Sanjay Jaju unveiled the 
Bathukamma celebrations poster pre-
pared by the women’s wing of the 
Telangana Gazetted Officers’ 
Association at the Secretariat.
Speaking on the occasion, Jaju 
described Bathukamma as a symbol of 
Telangana’s cultural identity, wom-
en’s unity and the close relationship 
between people and nature. He encour-
aged women employees to participate 
enthusiastically in the festivities and 
contribute to preserving the State’s 
traditions.Association representa-
tives said arrangements were being 
made to celebrate the festival with 
women employees, gazetted officers 
and their families. The programmes 

aim to strengthen unity among women 
employees, promote cultural aware-
ness and pass Telangana’s traditions 
on to future generations.The women’s 
wing leaders described Bathukamma 
as an expression of Telangana wom-
en’s self-respect. They appealed to 
women employees to participate in 
large numbers and make the celebra-
tions a success.TGO Association 
President Eluri Srinivas Rao, General 
Secretary B. Shyam, Women’s Wing 
Chairperson Dr. G. Deepa Reddy, 
Convenor J. Sujatha, Shanthi Sri, 
Kiranmayi, Poonam, Anitha, 
Mamatha, Chandrajyothi and Vanaja 
attended the programme, along with 
women gazetted officers and employ-
ees from various departments.

Sanjay Jaju Unveils TGO Women’s 
Wing Bathukamma Poster

Mahila Congress Seeks 
CEC’s Resignation over 

SIR Allegations

Hyderabad TSIT 
BUREAU: Telangana 
Pradesh Congress 
Committee president and 
MLC Mahesh Kumar 
Goud said Congress would 
continue its agitation 
until Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar was removed from 
office. He accused the BJP-
led Union government of 
undermining electoral 
independence and citi-
zens’ voting rights.
Speaking at Punjagutta, 
Goud described Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s 
administration as “fas-
cist” and alleged that 
institutions expected to 

function independently 
were being subjected to 
political influence.The 
Election Commission 

must discharge its respon-
sibilities independently, 
he said. However, he 
alleged that Gyanesh 
Kumar was acting accord-
ing to the directions of 
Modi and Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah.Goud 
alleged that the deletion of 
13 crore votes was part of a 
conspiracy to benefit the BJP. 
He described the removal of 
voters’ names from electoral 
rolls as an assault on consti-
tutional rights and said such 
actions undermined the dem-
ocratic process.

Congress to Continue Fight Until CEC Gyanesh Kumar Is 
Removed TPCC Chief Mahesh Kumar Goud

Hyderabad (TSIT): 
Telangana Sports Minister 
Vakiti Srihari inaugurated 
the second season of the 
Archery Premier League at 
People’s Plaza in Hyderabad 
on Thursday, highlighting 
archery’s significance in 
Indian culture and its role in 
developing concentration, 
discipline and determination 
among young people.
Addressing the gathering, 
Srihari said he was proud to 
participate in the event. He 
recalled the prominence of 
archery in the Ramayana 
and Mahabharata, referring 
to legendary figures such as 
Ekalavya, Arjuna and 
Dronacharya.

The Minister said the 
Telangana government was 
giving high priority to sports 
and would provide the sup-
port needed for talented ath-
letes to excel at national and 
international levels.

Competitions such as the 
Archery Premier League 
would help popularise the 
sport and inspire young ath-
letes, he said, adding that the 
government was working to 
make Telangana a leading 
State in sports.On the occa-
sion, Srihari felicitated 
Chikita Rao, described in the 
release as an archery gold 
medallist at the Asian Games 
in Japan, along with archers 
from various countries.

Minister Vakiti Srihari 
Launches Archery Premier 

League Season Two

Hyderabad TSIT: 
Telangana Minorities 
Welfare Minister 
Mohammed Azharuddin 
said the State govern-
ment was giving top pri-
ority to minority wel-
fare, with education, 
skill development and 
employment central to 
its efforts to improve 
their social and econom-
ic conditions.

Addressing a welfare 
programme at Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan in 
Basheerbagh on 
Thursday, the Minister 
distributed assistance 
and benefits under vari-
ous schemes to nearly 
800 beneficiaries.

He handed over Chief 
Minister’s Overseas 
Scholarship cheques of 

₹20 lakh each to parents 
on behalf of selected stu-
dents. Mopeds were dis-
tributed to beneficiaries 
from the Fakir commu-
nity, sewing machines 
under the Indiramma 
Minority Mahila Shakti 
scheme, and cheques of 
₹50,000 each under the 
Minority Mahila Yojana. 
Candidates who success-
fully completed skill 
development and 
employment pro-
grammes conducted by 
the Minorities Welfare 
Department received 
certificates.

Azharuddin said the 
government, led by Chief 
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy, was committed to 
minority empowerment, 
with special attention to 

the most disadvantaged 
and economically weak-
er sections. Scholarships, 
training, tools and liveli-
hood equipment were 
intended to expand 
income opportunities 
and encourage self-
employment, he said.

Emphasising educa-
tion as a means of bring-
ing about lasting 
change, the Minister 
said 205 institutions 
under the Telangana 
Minorities Residential 
Educational Institutions 
Society (TMREIS) were 
providing modern edu-
cation from Classes V to 
XII. The government 
was spending approxi-
mately ₹1.20 lakh annu-
ally on each student, he 
added.

He said 23 TMREIS 
Centres of Excellence 
were offering coaching 
for competitive examina-
tions, with students 
securing good ranks in 
NEET, IIT-JEE, CLAT 
and CUET. Steps were 
also being taken to estab-
lish 20 minority residen-
tial degree colleges in the 
first phase—10 each for 
boys and girls.

Minority Welfare a Top Priority 
Minister Azharuddin

Kamareddy: Excise officials 
conducted raids at several 
locations in Ramareddy 
mandal on Thursday to curb 
illegal country liquor manu-
facturing. The operation was 
carried out under the super-
vision of Excise Circle 
Inspector Poshetti, following 
directions from the Excise 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t . D u r i n g 
inspections in several than-
das, officials destroyed 40 
litres of FJ wash allegedly 
stored for preparing jaggery 
liquor. Two cases were regis-
tered in connection with the 
incident.Officials also 
inspected toddy shops and 

collected samples from three 
outlets for quality testing. 
The Excise Department 
warned of strict action 
against those involved in the 
illegal manufacture, storage 
or sale of liquor. Officials 
said surveillance and special 
raids would continue across 
the district.

Excise raids target illegal liquor 
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Visakhapatnam, TSIT : Water 
Resources Minister Nimmala 
Ramanaidu said the State government 
was committed to completing the 
Polavaram project by 2027 and making 
Andhra Pradesh drought-free in the 
future. Speaking to the media after a 
meeting with Union Jal Shakti 
Minister C.R. Patil, he said significant 
progress had been made in the project. 
Civil works had reached 88 per cent, 
overall physical progress stood at 83 
per cent and financial progress at 78 
per cent. The Minister said the State 
had sought Rs.42,500 crore from the 
Centre for Phase-II works, including 
land acquisition and rehabilitation.

He said better road connectivity 
around Polavaram was essential and 
sought closer connectivity to the pro-
posed Amaravati–Kharagpur six-lane 
economic corridor and other national 
highways. The State also proposed 

developing the 1,118-metre Polavaram 
spillway, with 48 radial gates, as a 
tourist attraction with viewing galler-
ies and lighting. A comprehensive 
tourism hub was proposed over about 

9,900 acres around the project.
Nimmala said the Centre had also 
been urged to develop the national 
waterway from Bhadrachalam to 
Rajamahendravaram and Kakinada. 

Polavaram to be Completed by 2027: 
Minister Nimmala

Visakhapatnam, TSIT : 
Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu has 
urged Union Road Transport 
and Highways Minister 
Nitin Gadkari to extend full 
support for the construction 
of the 189-km Amaravati 
Outer Ring Road. During 
his meeting with Gadkari in 
New Delhi, Naidu submit-
ted a memorandum seeking 
Central approvals, funding 
and support for key infra-
structure projects in 
Andhra Pradesh. He said 
the ORR was crucial for 
meeting the growing trans-
portation needs of 
Amaravati and Vijayawada 
and for the development of 
the capital region. 

The Chief Minister also 
sought support for the pro-
posed Beach Road project, 
stating that it would 
improve connectivity 
between coastal cities, tour-

ist destinations, ports and 
industrial centres. Naidu 
further requested the Centre 
to support the construction 
of an iconic bridge across 

the Polavaram project, con-
necting its left and right 
banks. He also sought assis-
tance for the associated road 
and bridge infrastructure.

Full Support for Amaravati ORR, 
Iconic Bridge at Polavaram Sought

Visakhapatnam, TSIT  
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu met Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah in 
New Delhi on Wednesday 
and discussed various 
pending issues concerning 
the State. During the meet-
ing, the two leaders dis-

cussed issues raised at the 
recent Southern Zonal 
Council meeting. Naidu 
particularly sought the 
Centre’s initiative in tak-
ing forward the proposed 
Godavari–Cauvery river-
linking project, which was 
discussed at the Zonal 
Council meeting. 

CM Chandrababu Meets 
Amit Shah in Delhi

Transparent allotment 
of liquor shops

chittor: The completion of the lottery process for 16 
A-4 liquor shops in Chittoor district highlights a key 
principle of public administration: when govern-
ments allocate commercially valuable licences, trans-
parency must be visible at every stage. The allotment, 
conducted on October 8 at the DRDA Conference Hall 
under District Collector Sumit Kumar's supervision, 
selected applicants through a lucky draw. District 
Prohibition and Excise Officer S. Srinivas said the 
process followed prescribed rules, and details of 
selected applicants were released. The renewal of the 
16 shops, along with licence and permit room fees, 
generated Rs.5.37 crore in revenue—underlining why 
such allotments demand particular care. A lottery 
system can reduce discretion and offer equal opportu-
nity, but transparency cannot end with the draw. 
Applicant eligibility, fee payments, draw procedures, 
selection records, and final allotments should remain 
accessible for public verification. Liquor licensing 
combines substantial commercial interests with reg-
ulation, taxation, and public welfare. Any perception 
of favouritism can damage public trust. The Chittoor 
administration's disclosure is welcome, but transpar-
ency must be a continuing principle—from applica-
tions and scrutiny to allotment, licensing, and 
enforcement. When public licences carry significant 
commercial value, fairness must be demonstrable, 
not merely claimed.

Visakhapatnam, TSIT. 
The ‘Pattabhishekam for 
the Poor’ programme was 
held at Shadikhana 
Kalyana Mandapam in 
Akkayyapalem on 
T h u r s d a y . 
Visakhapatnam North 
MLA and BJP Floor 
Leader P. Vishnu Kumar 

Raju distributed sale 
deeds to beneficiaries 
from Seethammadhara 
and Gopalapatnam man-
dals. The MLA said the 
sale deeds were being 
issued to provide poor 
families with full owner-
ship rights over their 
house sites. He also dis-

tributed CMRF cheques 
worth Rs.12.93 lakh to 17 
beneficiaries undergoing 
treatment for various ail-
ments. Vishnu Kumar 
Raju said the Chief 
Minister’s Relief Fund 
was providing financial 
support to poor families 
facing medical expenses 
and assured that all eligi-
ble beneficiaries would 
be covered under govern-
ment welfare schemes. 
The beneficiaries 
expressed their gratitude 
to Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu and 
the MLA. Revenue offi-
cials, alliance leaders and 
local representatives 
attended the programme.

CMRF Cheques Distributed 
to 17 Beneficiaries

Visakhapatnam, TSIT
The Dr. M.V.V.S. Murthy 
National Moot Court 
Competitions began at 
GITAM Deemed University 
School of Law on Thursday, 
with students from 34 law 
colleges across the country 
participating. Former 
Supreme Court Judge 
Justice C.T. Ravikumar, 
who inaugurated the com-
petitions, said laws continu-
ously evolve in response to 
changing social needs. He 
urged law students to study 
both old and new laws thor-
oughly and develop strong 
communication and advo-
cacy skills. He stressed that 
hard work, continuous 
learning and clear presenta-
tion of arguments were 

essential for success in the 
legal  profession.
Damodaram Sanjivayya 
National Law University 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. D. 
Surya Prakash Rao called 
for developing an “Indian 
Legal Realism” suited to the 
country’s social and legal 
conditions. GITAM School 
of Law Director Dr. 

Moumita Sen Chakraborty 
said the annual moot court 
competition had been 
organised for the past six 
years in memory of GITAM 
founder president Dr. 
M.V.V.S. Murthy. The event 
provides students with 
practical exposure to court-
room advocacy and legal 
skills, she said. 

MVVS Murthy National Moot Court 
Competitions Begin at GITAM

Technology to Give New Edge to AP 
Tourism: Minister Durgesh

Visakhapatnam, TSIT
Andhra Pradesh is 

adopting advanced tech-
nologies such as Artificial 
Intelligence and quantum 
computing to give a new 
direction to its tourism 
sector, Tourism Minister 
Kandula Durgesh said. 
Speaking at the Tourism 
Innovation Summit-2026 
in Seville, Spain, the 
Minister said the State 
was developing pilgrim-

age and eco-tourism proj-
ects, wellness centres, 
amusement parks, hotels 
and resorts along its long 
coastline. He said a digi-
tal guide facility devel-
oped through an MoU 
with Explorer would 
enable tourists to access 
information on 100 tour-
ist destinations in more 
than 130 languages by 
simply scanning a QR 
code. Durgesh said the 

State’s tourism sector 
had been accorded indus-
trial status to attract 
investments and that 
around Rs.20,000 crore in 
investments had been 
secured in two years 
through the public-pri-
vate partnership model, 
generating employment 
opportunities for local 
youth.

During the summit, the 
Minister interacted with 
international investors 
and tourism industry 
leaders, highlighting 
Andhra Pradesh’s tour-
ism potential and pre-
senting them with souve-
nir books. He said efforts 
would be made to convert 
the networks and busi-
ness contacts established 
during the summit into 
investments in the State. 
Durgesh also presented 
Tourism Innovation 
Awards to several tour-
ism industry leaders. AP 
Tourism Authority 
Deputy CEO Srinivas 
accompanied him during 
the visit.

Visakhapatnam, TSIT : 
Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu has 
urged Union Commerce 
and Industry Minister 
Piyush Goyal to transfer 
around 20,378 acres of salt 
lands under the control of 
the Central government to 
Andhra Pradesh for port-
based industrial and com-
mercial development. 
During his meeting with 
Goyal in New Delhi, Naidu said 
the lands could be utilised for 
expanding ports and developing 
allied infrastructure and indus-
trial projects. He said the State 
had already submitted proposals 
seeking allocation of the lands 
under DPIIT for port-led indus-
trial development.The Chief 
Minister stressed the need for 
adequate land for connectivity 
infrastructure, including 
approach roads and railway 

links, as well as industrial activi-
ties around ports. Naidu also 
sought the Centre’s support in 
providing better market opportu-
nities for commercial crops 
grown in Andhra Pradesh, 
including chilli, tobacco and 
aquaculture products. He 
requested assistance in strength-
ening international market link-
ages, infrastructure, quality stan-
dards and processing facilities to 
boost exports of these products.

Give 20,378 Acres of 
Salt Lands for Port 
Development: Naidu

Digital App Launched to Speed Up 
Govt Information Dissemination

Vijayawada, TSIT : State 
Information and Public 
Relations Minister Kolusu 
Parthasarathy on Thursday 
launched an integrated 
mobile and web application 
aimed at providing govern-
ment information to the 
public more quickly and 
transparently. Speaking on 
the occasion, the Minister 
said changing technology 
had transformed the way 
people accessed informa-
tion. The new app would 
serve as a digital bridge 
between the government, 
media and the public by pro-
viding authentic govern-
ment information through 
digital and social media plat-
forms.

He said the app would 
help replace manual pro-
cesses with digital systems 
and strengthen communica-
tion between the govern-
ment and citizens. 

Parthasarathy appreciated 
I&PR Department Director 
K. Viswanathan, IAS, and 
the officials and technical 
team involved in developing 
the application. 

Director K. Viswanathan 
said the app integrates infor-
mation relating to press 
releases, electronic and out-
door media, fact-checking 
and cadre management. 
Officials can monitor depart-
mental activities from any-
where through the mobile 

application, while field-level 
personnel can upload news, 
photographs, videos and 
other information for faster 
dissemination to the public. 
Chief Information Engineer 
O. Madhusudan, Regional 
Information Engineer T. 
Nagaraju, Deputy Director - 
Media Relations. Dunna 
Ramesh, Digital Corporation 
Executive Director Dr. Rani 
Sushmita and Special 
Officer Galla Seshukumar 
were among those present.

Hyderabad (TSIT) The 
Vigilance Department of 
NMDC Limited organ-
ised a two-day Capacity 
Building Programme on 
October 7 and 8, 2026, 
focusing on key areas 
identified by the Central 
Vigilance Commission 
under Vigilance 
Awareness Week 2026.

The programme fea-
tured four thematic ses-
sions: Ethos in Public 
Procurement, GeM – 
New Features & 
F u n c t i o n a l i t i e s , 
Contract Design for 
Effective Procurement, 
and Cyber Security & 
Cyber Hygiene, aimed at 
strengthening profes-
sional competence, ethi-
cal decision-making, and 
transparency in organ-
isational processes.

The inaugural session 
was attended by Shri 
Krishna Kumar Thakur, 
Director (Personnel), 
and Shri C. Neelakanta 
Reddy, Chief Vigilance 

Officer. The programme 
concluded with Shri 
Vivek Nishant Nath, 
Director (Commercial), 
and the CVO emphasis-
ing continuous capacity 
building and preventive 
vigilance.

Experts from RCF-
Kapurthala, GeM, NRSC, 
and C-DAC led the ses-
sions, combining expert 
perspectives with practi-
cal insights on ethical 

procurement, contract 
management, digital 
purchasing platforms, 
and cyber security.

Executives from 
NMDC's head office and 
various projects partici-
pated. The initiative 
reaffirmed NMDC's com-
mitment to probity, 
transparency, account-
ability, and excellence in 
line with good gover-
nance principles.

NMDC holds two-day 
capacity building programme 

on vigilance themes

AP must turn 
innovation into jobs

 

Tirupati : Andhra Pradesh must strengthen 
research, innovation and technology to create jobs, 
wealth and global competitiveness, experts said at 
the CII AP Innovation and R&D Conclave in 
Tirupati. The State’s new Science, Technology & 
Innovation Department and proposed missions in 
AI, quantum technology, semiconductors, space 
and biotechnology aim to boost the innovation eco-
system. The focus, however, must be on converting 
research into startups, commercial products, 
investments and skilled employment. The 
“Research to Revenue” approach will be key to 
achieving the Swarna Andhra Pradesh 2047 vision.

Local body polls to 
be held transparently
 
Tirupati, Oct. 
8: District 
Collector Dr S. 
Venkateswar 
directed offi-
cials to ensure 
t r a n s p a r e n t 
and impartial 
conduct of 
local body 
elections. He 
asked depart-
ments to complete polling staff, materials and secu-
rity arrangements in advance and strictly enforce 
the election code. SP L. Subbarayudu ordered spe-
cial security in sensitive areas, CCTV and videog-
raphy at polling stations, and warned of strict 
action against violations, false propaganda and 
law-and-order disruptions.
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Hi Life Brides brings luxury wedding 
shopping to Hyderabad

Hyderabad: The ultimate 
bridal and festive shopping 
experience is set to arrive 
in Hyderabad with Hi Life 
Brides, bringing together 
timeless elegance and con-
temporary glamour under 
one roof.

The three-day shopping 
showcase, scheduled for 
October 9, 10 and 11, will 
feature an exclusive collec-
tion of bridal wear, couture, 
designer ensembles, jewel-
lery, luxurious trousseau 
and statement accessories.

Curated for the modern 
bride and fashion-con-
scious shoppers, the 
event offers an exten-
sive selection for wed-
dings, festive celebra-
tions and other special 
occasions. From 
dream bridal ensem-
bles to glamorous fes-
tive looks, visitors can 
explore a range of styles 
designed to make every cel-
ebration memorable.Hi Life 
Brides promises three days 
of fashion, luxury and brid-

al inspiration, offering 
shoppers an opportunity to 
discover the latest trends 
and complete their wedding 
and festive wardrobes.

Continued From Page-1
He explained the arrange-
ments being made in the 
State and the expected 
participation of devotees 
from across the country. 
Naidu informed the 
Prime Minister that 
Andhra Pradesh had 
recorded a 53 per cent 
rainfall deficit during the 
monsoon, attributed to 
the impact of El Niño, 
severely affecting agricul-
ture. He explained the 
measures being taken by 
the State to address the 
drought situation. 

The State has declared 
388 mandals across 21 dis-

tricts drought-affected for 
the 2026 Kharif season. 
The Chief Minister also 
discussed the progress of 
the Polavaram project, 
the Global Horticulture 
Hub, and the proposed 
Indian School of 
Agriculture. 

He sought Central sup-
port for the Amaravati 
Outer Ring Road, 
Visakhapatnam Metro 
Rail and Beach Road proj-
ects. Naidu also briefed 
Modi on the Swarna 
Andhra–2047 Vision, 
aimed at ensuring inclu-
sive development across 
the State.

CM Naidu Meets PM Modi, 
Seeks Support for Water Security and Key AP 

Visakhapatnam, TSIT : 
Union Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal and Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu 
attended the curtain-rais-
er programme of the CII 
Partnership Summit here 
on Wednesday, highlight-
ing the State’s growing 
role in India’s economic 
growth. Goyal recalled 
the maritime trade legacy 
of the Satavahanas, not-
ing that coins used dur-
ing their rule carried ship 
symbols, reflecting the 
region’s historic links 
with global trade. He said 
Andhra Pradesh contin-
ues to be an important 
destination for entrepre-
neurs and investors and 
urged industrialists to 
participate in the upcom-
ing investment summit in 
Visakhapatnam.

He said the Centre and 
States were working as 
“Team India” towards the 
Viksit Bharat goal. 
Andhra Pradesh, he 
added, was leveraging 
emerging opportunities 
in data centres, quantum 
computing and other 
technologies. He said the 
State’s focus on technolo-
gy, trust, trade, talent and 
tradition was helping 
attract investments. 
Naidu said the Centre 
had extended strong sup-

port to Andhra Pradesh 
through projects such as 
Polavaram and 
Amaravati and approvals 
for semiconductor units. 
He said the State was 
working with the objec-
tive of “Build AP” by cre-
ating wealth and employ-
ment. 

The Chief Minister said 
Andhra Pradesh had 
attracted Rs.22 lakh crore 
in investments over the 
past 28 months, while 
efforts were being made 
to convert MoUs into 
actual investments. He 
said industrial incentives 

announced last year 
would be launched on 
November 12 and 13. 
Naidu highlighted oppor-
tunities in green energy, 
shipbuilding, electronics, 
drones, horticulture, 
tourism and the blue 
economy. He said the 
State aimed to emerge as 
a gateway to Southeast 
Asia and a global horti-
culture hub for 
Rayalaseema. He also 
stressed the use of AI and 
digital technologies to 
improve governance and 
promote faster decision-
making.

AP Key to India’s Growth 
Journey, Says Piyush Goyal

Visakhapatnam, TSIT   
The Andhra Pradesh 
Pollution Control 
Board has intensified 
monitoring and 
enforcement measures 
to control air pollution 
in Visakhapatnam, 
imposing environmen-
tal compensation of 
Rs.16.32 crore on 
industries found vio-
lating environmental 
norms and pollution 
control standards. The 
APPCB had intensi-
fied inspections after 
rising pollution levels 
were observed in the 
city in December 2025. 
Task Force teams con-
ducted inspections in 
January 2026 and issued 
notices to industries 
where deficiencies were 
found. As pollution levels 
did not improve as expect-
ed, the Board stepped up 
enforcement and imposed 
environmental compen-
sation on violators.

APPCB Chairman Dr. 
P. Krishnaiah appealed to 
industries and citizens to 
contribute to pollution 
control. He urged people 
to use public transport, 
maintain vehicles prop-
erly, avoid burning or 
dumping waste in open 
areas and take precau-

tions to control dust dur-
ing construction and 
transportation of materi-
als. The Chairman said 
eight manual air-quality 
monitoring stations and 
three Continuous 
Ambient Air Quality 
Monitoring Stations are 
currently functioning in 
the city. Five additional 
IoT-based monitoring sta-
tions are proposed to be 
made operational by 
November. The APPCB 
urged industries, local 
bodies and government 
departments to work in 
coordination to reduce 
pollution levels and 
improve air quality in 
Visakhapatnam.

APPCB Steps Up Air Pollution 
Control Measures in Visakhapatnam

Visakhapatnam, TSIT : 
Roll Observer S. 
Bhargavi has directed 
officials to conduct the 
electoral roll revision 
process strictly as per 
rules and ensure thor-
ough field-level verifica-
tion of rejected applica-
tions and doubtful 
cases. Reviewing the 
progress of the Special 
Summary Revision of 
electoral rolls at the 
Collectorate here on 
Thursday, she exam-
ined constituency-wise 
progress, scrutiny of 
forms, rejections, dele-
tions and super-check 
activities. She instruct-
ed officials to ensure 
that field-level informa-
tion and data uploaded 
on ECINet are properly 
matched.

Bhargavi said reject-
ed applications and 
doubtful voter records 
should not be verified 
solely on the basis of 
documents. Wherever 

necessary, officials 
should visit the field 
and ascertain the actu-
al situation. She 
stressed that a clear 
reason must be record-
ed before deleting any 
voter from the electoral 
roll and called for spe-
cial attention to issues 
such as door-number 
mismatches. She also 
directed officials to 
examine areas witness-
ing large-scale addi-
tions or deletions and 
verify cases at the field 

level wherever 
required. Pending scru-
tiny, form verification 
and super-check activi-
ties should be expedit-
ed, she said. Joint 
Collector Gobbilla 
Vidyadhari said notices 
had been issued for 
2,29,924 voters identi-
fied under absent, shift-
ed, duplicate and 
deceased categories, 
with verification and 
further action being 
taken as per prescribed 
procedures.

Rejected Voter Applications to be 
Re-verified at Field Level

A devotee from Hyderabad, Smt. Kamala, donated two gold coral necklaces 
(Bangaru Pagadala Haralu) worth approximately Rs. 25 lakh to Sri Venkateswara 
Swamy Tirumala on Thursday. The donor, along with her family members, 
handed over the necklaces to TTD Additional EO Sri Ch. Venkaiah Chowdary at 
the Ranganayakula Mandapam in the Srivari Temple.

Hyderabad: RTI 
Foundation Day was 
celebrated at Ravindra 
Bharathi, where 
Telangana RTI 
Commissioner Deshala 
Bhoopal and other dig-
nitaries attended. 
Siddipet resident M. 
Soujanya was felicitat-
ed on her appointment 
as Telangana State 
Mahila Joint Secretary, 
in recognition of her 

public service and 
efforts to promote 

transparency and RTI 
awareness.

RTI Foundation Day 
celebrated in Hyderabad

Hanamkonda: Spot 
admissions for the five-
year LLB course for the 
2026-27 academic year 
will be held on October 
12 at the Mahatma 
Jyotiba Phule BC 
Welfare Residential 
Women’s Law College 
in Kazipet.
Candidates who quali-
fied in LAWCET 2026 
and belong to BC, SC, 

ST, minority or low-
income groups are eli-
gible. Applicants must 
be below 20 years of age 
as on January 1, 2026, 
and selected students 
must stay in the college 
hostel.
Candidates must pay 
₹8,100 along with spot 
registration charges 
and bring original cer-
tificates with three sets 

of photocopies. No 
additional fees will be 
charged during the 
five-year course. The 
Telangana govern-
ment-run society will 
cover hostel, uniforms, 
notebooks and cosmet-
ics expenses.For 
details, students may 
contact the college at 
9182897463 or 
8686261314.

EcoGram completes decade 
of waste management

Bengaluru The EcoGram 
Project, an initiative of The 
Anonymous Indian 
Charitable Trust (TAICT), 
has completed a decade of 
work with the Bettahalasuru 
Gram Panchayat in North 
Bengaluru, building a repli-
cable model for sustainable 
waste, water, and soil man-
agement. What began as a 
pilot in Tarahunise village in 
2016 now spans 10 villages 
and 4,802 households.

Over the past decade, 
EcoGram has saved 19,623 
cubic metres of landfill 
space, recycled 1,524 MT of 
dry waste, saved 8,647 trees 
through paper recycling, 
conserved 3,343 MWh of 
energy, and reduced 5,583 

MT of CO₂ equivalent emis-
sions.The milestone was 
commemorated at the 
EcoHub in Bettahalasuru, 
with Smt. Meena Sheshadri 
as Chief Guest and Mr. 
Jitendra Virwani, Chairman, 
Embassy Group, as Guest of 
Honour. Frontline workers 
and 30 Gram Panchayat 
members were felicitated. A 

key pillar is the integrated 
waste management system 
built around the 2Bin1Bag 
model, with primary segre-
gation crossing 96%. The ini-
tiative also supports lake 
upkeep, biodiversity docu-
mentation, agroforestry, and 
women's livelihood pro-
grammes through Threads of 
Life and ReThread.

South Central Railway 
has partnered with the 
Indian Institute of 
Management, Bangalore, 
to conduct a comprehen-
sive study of the freight 
market aimed at enhanc-
ing the rail coefficient 
and boosting freight 
business across com-
modities such as cement, 
coal, steel, agriculture, 
automobiles, ports, and 
containers.

As part of the study, 
IIM Bangalore organised 
a "Rail Business 
Conclave" on October 8, 
2026, with freight cus-

tomers and industry 
partners. Shri Sanjay 
Kumar Srivastava, 
General Manager, SCR, 
was the chief guest. 
Senior railway officials 
from SCR and SCoR, 
along with IIM Bangalore 
representatives and del-
egates from major 

cement industries, 
Singareni Collieries, 
thermal power stations, 
ports, and container ser-
vices, participated.

IIM Bangalore con-
ducted over six months 
of offline research cov-
ering major freight-
handling areas and 
emerging opportuni-
ties, including new 
Andhra coast ports, the 
Jalna dry port, multi-
modal logistics parks, 
and the Bidkin EV clus-
ter. Panel discussions 
were held separately 
for each sector.

SCR partners with IIM Bangalore to 
boost freight business

Spot admissions at MJP Law College

Education Key to Girls’ 
Independence: Judge

MAHABUBABAD, October 8: Senior Civil Judge and 
DLSA Secretary Swathi Murari urged girl students to 
focus on education and achieve financial indepen-
dence, cautioning them against choices driven by 
fleeting attractions.Addressing DLSA legal aware-
ness programmes at Ratna Techno School and the 
Government BC Girls’ Hostel ahead of International 

Day of the 
Girl Child, 
she explained 
child rights, 
the POCSO 
Act and free 
legal aid for 
women.She 
advised stu-
dents to con-
tact 1098 for 
child protec-
tion assis-
tance and 

15100 for free legal aid. Hostel Welfare Officer L. 
Sushma, Principal Sabeer and students participated.

Gadkari approves Rs 993.64 cr for NH-10 development in Sikkim
New Delhi, Oct 8: Union 

Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways 
Nitin Gadkari has 
announced approval of Rs 
993.64 crore for the devel-
opment of the Rangpo-
Ranipool stretch of NH-10 
in Sikkim.

The project aims to 
upgrade the corridor into 
a two-lane highway, with 
major engineering works 
planned to improve safety 
and resilience in the chal-
lenging Himalayan ter-
rain.

According to Gadkari, 

the project will include 
the construction of tun-
nels, viaducts, bridges 
and cut-and-cover sec-
tions, along with compre-
hensive slope-protection 

measures in vulnerable 
areas prone to landslides 
and sinking.

The upgraded corridor 
is expected to provide 
safer and faster connectiv-

ity to Gangtok and other 
parts of Sikkim while 
strengthening the move-
ment of tourists, agricul-
tural and horticultural 
produce and essential 
goods. Gadkari also high-
lighted the strategic 
importance of NH-10 for 
the movement of defence 
personnel and supplies, 
besides its role in the 
socio-economic develop-
ment of Sikkim.

The Rangpo-Ranipool 
section is a crucial part of 
NH-10, which connects 
Sikkim with the rest of the 

country. The challenging 
Himalayan terrain and 
recurring landslides have 
made strengthening the 
corridor a major infra-
structure priority. The 
latest approval comes 
after the National 
Highways  and 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
Development Corporation 
Limited initiated procure-
ment for the development 
of the stretch, with the 
tender documents provid-
ing for tunnels, viaducts 
and measures to strength-
en vulnerable sections.
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Karnataka

MANGALURU: A 75-year-old 
woman from Mangaluru has 
allegedly lost Rs 2 crore after 
cyber fraudsters posing as 
police and Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) officers 
threatened her with a “digital 
arrest” and accused her of 
involvement in serious crimes.

A case has been registered at 
the Cyber Police Station follow-
ing a complaint from the 
woman. According to the com-
plaint, she received a call on 
September 25 from a person 
who identified himself as 
Sandeep Rao, claiming to be an 
officer from the Colaba police 
in Mumbai.

The caller allegedly told her 
that she was connected to 
money transfers involving an 
international money launder-
ing accused, drug transactions 
and child trafficking. He 
claimed that a case had been 
registered against her at the 

Colaba police station.
Soon after, she allegedly 

received a WhatsApp video call 
from another person who intro-
duced himself as Samadhan 
Pawar, claiming to be a CBI 
officer. The accused allegedly 
told her that she was involved 
in an international-level crime 
and threatened her with action 
under the National Secrets Act. 
The fraudsters reportedly told 
the woman that she was under 

surveillance and warned her 
against informing anyone 
about the matter. They alleged-
ly convinced her that her bank 
accounts and properties needed 
to be verified and that she 
would receive clearance within 
two days. After obtaining 
details of her bank accounts 
and properties, the accused 
allegedly instructed her to 
transfer money to specific bank 
accounts as part of the pur-

ported verification process.
Following their instructions, 

the woman transferred Rs 60 
lakh and another Rs 1.40 crore 
through RTGS on October 3. 
According to the complaint, a 
total of Rs 2 crore was trans-
ferred in multiple transactions 
between September 25 and 
October 5.Police have regis-
tered a case and are investigat-
ing the transactions and identi-
ties of the accused.

Cybercrime officials have 
repeatedly warned people that 
genuine police or investigative 
agencies do not conduct arrests 
or investigations through video 
calls or demand money for 
account verification. Victims of 
financial cyber fraud are 
advised to immediately contact 
the police or report the transac-
tion through the cybercrime 
helpline so that efforts can be 
made to freeze the funds during 
the initial “golden hour.”

Digital arrest scam: 75-year-old 
Mangaluru woman loses Rs 2 crore  

Bengaluru : An artificial 
intelligence-based assess-
ment of the road network 
under the Bengaluru 
North civic administra-
tion has found that 82.1 
per cent of the roads are 
in satisfactory condition, 
while thousands of pot-
holes and several stretch-
es damaged by utility 
works require attention.
The survey covered 2,493.5 
km of roads spread across 
72 wards. AI-enabled tech-
nology was used to collect 

detailed information on 
road conditions, including 
potholes, surface defects, 
damage caused by utility 
works and stretches requir-
ing repair, restoration or 
improvement.Officials said 
the technology-driven exer-
cise was intended to pro-
vide a comprehensive pic-
ture of the existing road 
network and help the civic 
body determine where 
maintenance and develop-
ment works should receive 
priority. 

82.1% of Bengaluru North 
roads in good condition

BENGALURU,  : 
Bengaluru’s Namma Metro 
has crossed another impor-
tant hurdle towards commis-
sioning the elevated section 
of the Pink Line, with the 
Commissioner of Metro 
Railway Safety completing a 
three-day inspection of the 
7.5-km Kalena Agrahara–
Tavarekere corridor. The 
safety assessment was held 
between October 6 and 8 and 
was led by Southern Circle 
C M R S  V . 
V e n k a t a s u b r a m a n i a n . 
Officials inspected different 
components of the corridor 
and associated facilities to 
assess their readiness for pas-
senger operations. The first 
day involved a motor trolley 
inspection of the main align-
ment and infrastructure. On 
October 7, the inspection 
team visited the Kothanur 
depot and examined train tri-
als and testing. The final 
phase of the exercise was car-
ried out at the Byappanahalli 
Operations Control Centre on 
October 8.

Six stations form part of 
the elevated stretch: Kalena 
Agrahara, Hulimavu, IIMB, 
JP Nagar 4th Phase, Jayadeva 
Hospital and Tavarekere. The 
completion of the CMRS 
inspection marks a signifi-
cant stage in the regulatory 
process required before the 
corridor can carry passen-
gers commercially.

Several approvals had 
already been secured by 
BMRCL. The corporation 
received the RDSO speed cer-

tificate in August 2026. This 
was followed by provisional 
Railway Board approval for 
the metro coaches. The sig-
nalling system has also 
received safety certification 
from an Independent Safety 
Assessor.BMRCL will now 
have to address the observa-
tions and comply with condi-
tions laid down during the 
CMRS inspection. Passenger 
services can begin only after 
the necessary safety approval 
is issued.

The new elevated section is 
expected to bring a major 
improvement in connectivity 
along Bannerghatta Road and 
nearby localities. It will also 
increase the length of 
Bengaluru’s operational 
Metro network.

At present, the operational 
Namma Metro network 
extends to 96.10 km. With the 
commissioning of the 7.5-km 
elevated Pink Line section, 
the network is expected to 
reach 103.60 km.

The six-station corridor is 
likely to benefit commuters 
travelling through Hulimavu, 
JP Nagar, Tavarekere and 
other southern Bengaluru 
neighbourhoods, while pro-
viding improved access to 
institutions and healthcare 
facilities along the route. The 
completion of the safety 
inspection has therefore 
raised expectations of an 
early launch, subject to 
BMRCL meeting the stipulat-
ed safety requirements and 
obtaining the final regulatory 
clearance.

Pink Line inches 
towards passenger 

service after CMRS 
inspection

Hubballi : The severe 
drought gripping Karnataka 
has begun taking a heavy 
toll on livestock, with farm-
ers in Dharwad district 
being forced to sell cattle 
they had raised for years as 
fodder and water become 
increasingly scarce.

Scenes at the cattle mar-
ket in Nulvi of Kundgol 
taluk have highlighted the 
growing distress among 
farmers. With the southwest 
monsoon failing to provide 
adequate rainfall and pros-
pects for the rabi season 
remaining uncertain, agri-
cultural income has declined 
sharply. The shortage of 
crop residue and other fod-
der has made it increasingly 
difficult for farmers to main-
tain their livestock.

Farmers from Kundgol, 
Navalgund, Annigeri and 
other dryland areas are 
reportedly arriving at the 
market to sell cattle. Unlike 

normal circumstances, sell-
ers now outnumber buyers, 
reflecting the pressure on 
rural households.

Many farmers traditional-
ly keep bullocks for agricul-
tural operations along with 
four or five cows and buffa-
loes to supplement their 
income through dairy farm-
ing. However, the lack of fod-
der has forced several fami-
lies to retain only one or two 
animals and sell the remain-
ing livestock.The distress is 

also reflected in the prices 
being offered. Farmers 
claim that animals once val-
ued at around Rs 1 lakh are 
finding no buyers even 
when offered for just Rs 5,000 
to Rs 6,000. “We can some-
how manage our own food 
when there is a shortage, but 
feeding livestock every day 
is extremely difficult. 
Buying fodder costs thou-
sands of rupees, and farmers 
cannot afford the additional 
burden. 

Drought forces Dharwad farmers to 
sell cattle at distress prices

BENGALURU, : With 
preparations gathering 
pace for the annual Mysuru 
Dasara, Chief Minister 
D.K. Shivakumar has 
assigned festival-related 
responsibilities to minis-
ters for different days of 
the celebrations, directing 
them to be present in 
Mysuru as per the sched-
ule. The ministerial roster 
covers the period from 
September 11 to September 
21, the day of the Jamboo 
Savari. The move is aimed 
at ensuring the presence of 
senior members of the gov-
ernment during the vari-
ous events and facilitating 
coordination of the festival 
arrangements.

The opening day will see 
D.K. Shivakumar, DCM Dr 
G. Parameshwara, 
Yathindra Siddaramaiah 
and Shivraj Thangadgi par-
ticipate in the celebrations. 
K.H. Muniyappa, U.T. 

Khader and T. Raghu 
Murthy have been assigned 
September 12. The September 
13 programme will be attend-
ed by K.J. George, N. 
Cheluvarayaswamy and 
Puttarangashetty. M.B. Patil, 
K.S. Basavanthappa and 
Byrathi Suresh will take 
responsibility on September 
14. Satish Jarkiholi, Eshwar 
Khandre and H.C. 
Balakrishna will be present 
on September 15. Ramalinga 
Reddy, Basavaraj Rayareddy 
and Shivlingegowda will 

attend the festival on 
September 16.S.S. 
Mallikarjun, Narendra 
Swamy and Ajay Singh have 
been allotted September 17, 
followed by Krishna Byre 
Gowda, Madhu Bangarappa 
and Rudrappa Lamani on 
September 18. Priyank 
Kharge, Rizwan Arshad and 
Laxman Savadi will partici-
pate on September 19. Sharan 
Prakash Patil, Zameer 
Ahmed Khan and Santosh 
Lad have been assigned 
September 20.

Mysuru Dasara: CM distributes 
festival duties among ministers

NICE 
Township 
rises as 
urban hub
 

 

Bengaluru: NICE Township at 
Bidadi is emerging as a promis-
ing residential, commercial and 
institutional hub on Bengaluru’s 
western corridor. Located 
around 35 km from central 
Bengaluru near the Bengaluru-
Mysuru Expressway, the town-
ship offers strong road and rail 
connectivity.The NICE Ring 
Road connects Bidadi with key 
areas including Banashankari, 
Hosur Road, Electronic City and 
Tumakuru Road. The upgraded 
Bengaluru-Mysuru Expressway 
has further improved accessibil-
ity, while Bidadi Railway 
Station and the proposed 
Peripheral Ring Road are 
expected to strengthen connec-
tivity.The integrated township 
is planned with residential, 
commercial, educational and 
healthcare facilities, along with 
retail and recreational spaces. 
Housing options are expected 
to range from affordable homes 
to luxury apartments and plot-
ted developments. Parks, 
pedestrian pathways and com-
munity spaces are also planned 
to support a family-friendly 
environment.

Bengaluru : The 
EcoGram Project, an ini-
tiative of The Anonymous 
Indian Charitable Trust 
(TAICT), has completed a 
decade of work with the 
Bettahalasuru Gram 
Panchayat in North 
Bengaluru to build a repli-
cable model for sustain-
able waste, water and soil 
management. What began 
as a pilot in Tarahunise 
village in 2016 now spans 
10 villages and 4,802 
households. Over the past 
decade, EcoGram has 
saved 19,623 cubic metres 
of landfill space, equiva-
lent to approximately 16 
acre-feet, while recycling 
1,524 MT of dry waste. Its 
interventions have also 
saved 8,647 trees through 
paper recycling, con-
served 3,343 MWh of ener-
gy, saved 1,505 KL of fuel 
and reduced 5,583 MT of 
CO₂ equivalent emissions 
through FY26.

Myriam Shankar, 
Managing Trustee, 
TAICT, said, “Introducing 
source segregation in a 

locality where the prac-
tice had never existed was 
an uphill task. It required 
sustained engagement 
with local government 
representatives, villagers 
and commercial estab-
lishments, alongside the 
infrastructure, people 
and operations needed to 
make the system work. 
Over the past decade, we 
have built an end-to-end 
model spanning collec-
tion, transportation, sec-
ondary segregation and 
processing, with the 

active involvement of the 
local community.” Mr. 
Jitendra Virwani, 
Chairman, Embassy 
Group, who has support-
ed the project since its 
inception, said, “The most 
important lesson from 
EcoGram is that lasting 
environmental change 
begins with local owner-
ship. Over the last decade, 
the people of 
Bettahalasuru, the 
Panchayat and project 
partners have shown that 
when communities are 

equipped with the right 
systems, solutions can 
become part of everyday 
life. What has taken shape 
here is a practical model 
that other communities 
can learn from and adapt 
to their own needs.”The 
decade milestone was 
commemorated at the 
EcoHub in Bettahalasuru, 
the Panchayat’s 
Integrated Solid Waste 
Management Centre, 
bringing together commu-
nity members, waste 
workers, Panchayat rep-
resentatives and project 
partners. 

Smt. Meena Sheshadri, 
wife of Shri Krishna Byre 
Gowda, Hon’ble Minister 
for Greater Bengaluru 
D e v e l o p m e n t , 
Government of Karnataka, 
attended as Chief Guest, 
with Mr. Virwani as Guest 
of Honour. Frontline 
workers were felicitated, 
while 30 Gram Panchayat 
members were recognised 
for their contribution to 
local environmental ini-
tiatives.

The EcoGram Project Marks a Decade of Impact, 
Saves 19,623 Cubic Metres of Landfill Space

Bengaluru : Flutter 
Entertainment India (FEI), 
the Hyderabad-based Global 
Capability Centre for Flutter 
Entertainment — the world's 
leading sports entertain-
ment company, organized a 
tree plantation drive at All 
India Coordinated Research 
Project on Agroforestry, 
Professor Jayashankar 
Telangana Agricultural 
University (PJTAU), 
Rajendranagar, Hyderabad, 
to support biodiversity and 
create a long-term 
Indigenous Fruit Tree 
Orchard as part of its ongo-
ing volunteering social 
responsibility initiative of 
‘Do More’, which is focused 
on giving back to the com-
munities where its col-
leagues live and work.

In partnership with our 
global volunteer partner, 
OnHand, and facilitated by 
Nirmaan Organization, the 
initiative brought together 
nearly 100 Flutter 
Entertainment India col-
leagues who volunteered 
their time to plant 400 sap-
lings of climate-resilient 

trees across a designated 
one-acre area of the univer-
sity. The effort contributed 
to the creation of an 
Indigenous Fruit Tree 
Orchard comprising almost 
20 different indigenous fruit 
tree species.

The initiative reflects 
FEI’s emphasis on creating 
meaningful opportunities 
for colleagues to participate 
directly in community 
efforts. Through volunteer-
ing, colleagues are encour-
aged to contribute their 
time and skills beyond their 
day-to-day roles while sup-
porting initiatives that cre-

ate a positive and lasting 
impact in the communities 
around them. The planta-
tion drive at PJTAU brought 
this commitment to life by 
enabling colleagues to come 
together and contribute 
directly towards an envi-
ronmental initiative that 
will benefit the campus and 
wider community over the 
long term.  Flutter 
Entertainment India pro-
vides its colleagues with two 
days of volunteering leave 
every year, enabling them 
to support causes that mat-
ter and give back to their 
communities.

Flutter Entertainment India plants 400 saplings to 
create an indigenous fruit tree orchard at PJTAU

Bengaluru : Temporary hiring 
across organised retail, e-com-
merce, quick commerce, logis-
tics, FMCG and consumer dura-
bles is expected to grow 15–20% 
this festive season, according to 
TeamLease Services' Festive 
Season Workforce Report 2026. 
Hiring, however, is shifting 
beyond volume recruitment 
towards specialised frontline 
roles as businesses prepare for a 
longer festive calendar, faster 
fulfilment expectations and 
increasingly omnichannel con-
sumer journeys. India's festive 
consumption engine continues to 

gather pace. Festive e-commerce 
GMV crossed Rs.1.2 lakh crore 

last season, while quick com-
merce increased its share of fes-
tive spending to 12% from 8% a 
year earlier, reflecting consum-
ers' growing preference for 
instant fulfilment across elec-
tronics, beauty, fashion and gift-
ing. As sale windows extend 
from Independence Day through 
Diwali and the year-end holiday 
season, employers are building 
workforces designed for sus-
tained execution rather than 
short-term demand spikes."The 
festive hiring season continues 
to evolve beyond volume hiring 
to precision hiring," said 

Balasubramanian A, Senior Vice 
President, TeamLease Services. 
"Employers are focusing equally 
on speed, productivity, and cus-
tomer experience, leading to 
increased demand for specialised 
operational roles. We expect tem-
porary hiring to grow on similar 
lines to last year (15-20%), sup-
ported by strong demand from 
e-commerce, retail, logistics, and 
quick commerce. Organisations 
are also investing more in incen-
tives, digital onboarding, and 
workforce readiness to ensure 
seamless execution during the 
festive period.

Festive hiring to grow 15–20%; South and 
West region to lead demand: TeamLease 

Bengaluru: KPCC General 
Secretary S. Manohar has strongly 
condemned the assault on Rahul 
Gandhi, terming it a "black day" for 
Indian democracy. Speaking while 
participating in a unique protest 
organized by the Congress party 
demanding the dismissal of Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, he 
asserted that the people's struggle 
would not cease until Modi and 
Amit Shah are ousted from the 
country. He stated that assaulting elect-
ed representatives—who had raised 
questions regarding irregularities with-
in the Election Commission—consti-
tutes an attack on democratic values ​​
and the constitutional system. Congress 

leaders, including former corporator 
Mallesh, G. Prakash, Lakshminarayan, 
Umesh, Anand Kumar, Puttaraju, 
Kushal Haruvegowda, Ranjith Kumar, 
and Madhavahanur, participated in the 
event.

A "Black Day" for Indian 
Democracy: S. Manohar
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WHO advises lifestyle treatment 
first for child obesity

Geneva, Oct 8: The World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
has urged health authorities 
to prioritise lifestyle-based 
interventions in treating obe-
sity among children and ado-
lescents, recommending that 
medicines and other medical 
interventions should not be 
the first approach. In its first 
global guideline on the preven-
tion and management of obe-
sity among children and ado-
lescents, the WHO has out-
lined how health systems and 
healthcare workers can pro-
vide appropriate care to young 
people affected by obesity.

The guidelines come amid a 
sharp rise in childhood and 
adolescent obesity. The num-
ber of children and adoles-
cents aged between five and 19 
years living with obesity has 
quadrupled since 1990, reach-
ing an estimated 170 million in 
2024, according to the WHO.

The agency recommends 
structured interventions com-
bining healthy diets, physical 
activity and behavioural 
changes. These measures can 
be delivered together as a com-
prehensive programme or 
through individual interven-
tions, while digital health pro-
grammes may also be used 

under appropriate 
supervision.A key recommen-
dation is that pharmacological 
treatment, weight-loss devices 
and bariatric surgery should 
not be used for children aged 
nine years and younger as 
part of obesity treatment. "The 
foundation of obesity care for 
children and adolescents is 
not medicine or surgery, but 
access to comprehensive sup-
port that enables healthy eat-
ing, physical activity and sus-
tainable behaviour change," 
said Dr Luz María De Regil, 
WHO director of the 
Department of Nutrition and 
Food Safety.

The guidelines come as 
weight-loss medicines have 
become increasingly promi-
nent, particularly with the 
rapid growth of glucagon-like 
peptide-1 receptor agonists 
(GLP-1RAs). Drugs such as 
semaglutide and tirzepatide 
have become widely used for 
weight management among 
adults, raising questions about 
their potential use in children 
and adolescents.

The WHO, however, has not 
completely ruled out medi-
cines for older adolescents. 
For those aged 10 to 19 years, 
approved anti-obesity medi-

cines may be considered when 
a supervised, comprehensive 
lifestyle intervention has 
failed to produce adequate 
results. Any such treatment 
should form part of a broader 
package of care rather than 
being used on its own.

Bariatric surgery may also 
be considered for adolescents 
with severe obesity, but only 
under appropriate specialist 
care and in cases where other 
interventions have not provid-
ed sufficient benefit.

The global obesity-treat-
ment market has undergone 
significant changes with the 
rapid expansion of GLP-1-
based medicines. Eli Lilly's 
tirzepatide, marketed as 
Zepbound for obesity and 
Mounjaro for type 2 diabetes, 
and Novo Nordisk's semaglu-
tide have emerged as major 
products in the sector.

Despite the growing avail-
ability of these medicines, the 
WHO stressed that obesity 
care for children and adoles-
cents should begin with 
healthy food, regular physical 
activity, behavioural support 
and environments that make 
healthy choices easier.

"Our priority must be to 
ensure that every child and 
adolescent can access quality 
care and supportive environ-
ments from an early age, help-
ing them achieve and main-
tain a healthy weight and lay-
ing the foundation for lifelong 
health and well-being," De 
Regil said.The WHO guide-
lines therefore place lifestyle 
and behavioural interven-
tions at the centre of child-
hood obesity care, while 
reserving medicines and sur-
gical options for selected 
older adolescents with severe 
or persistent obesity under 
professional supervision.

Fruit fly study reveals how brain 
forms short-term memories

A study of fruit flies by 
researchers at NYU 
Langone Health has pro-
vided new insights into 
how the brain forms and 
maintains short-term 
memories, confirming a 
long-standing theory 
about the neural cir-
cuits involved in work-
ing memory.

Although fruit flies 
have fewer than 200,000 
neurons compared with 
the tens of billions in 
the human brain, their 
neural organisation and 
communication systems 
share important simi-
larities with those of 
humans. Researchers 
can also study the fruit 
fly brain in detail 
because its complete 

network of neuronal 
connections, known as 
the connectome, has 
been mapped.

The study, published 
online in the journal 
Nature on October 7, 
examined how neurons 
encode information into 
working memory while 
allowing the memory to 
remain stable for a short 
period and be activated 
or switched off quickly.

Researchers exposed 
fruit flies to the smell of 
apple cider vinegar and 
observed that the insects 
continued moving 
towards the odour for 
several seconds after 
the smell disappeared.

Monitoring their 
brains revealed similar 

patterns of electrical 
activity in two types of 
neurons, known as PFG 
and hΔK.

The researchers found 
that the PFG and hΔK 
neurons form an attrac-
tor network, in which 
neurons communicate 
with one another to 
maintain a stable signal. 
However, the communi-
cation between the two 
types of neurons is nor-
mally blocked.

When the communica-
tion is blocked, PFG 
neurons track the fly's 
orientation using infor-
mation from its internal 
compass system. When 
the block is removed 
and the two neuron 
types begin communi-

cating, the fly can retain 
a specific location, such 
as the source of an 
odour, and move 
towards it.

Researchers described 
the mechanism as a 
“split attractor net-
work”. In this system, 
PFG neurons carry the 
content of the memory, 
hΔK neurons regulate 
the timing of memory 
formation, and the com-
munication block acts 
as a gate.

According to the 
researchers, the 
arrangement provides 
both the stability and 
flexibility required for 
working memory, allow-
ing information to be 
retained temporarily 
without continuously 
consuming resources.

Senior investigator 
Katherine Nagel, associ-
ate professor in the 
Department of 
Neuroscience at NYU 
Grossman School of 
Medicine, said the find-
ings demonstrate how a 
specific neuronal cir-
cuit can create a short-
term memory that helps 
a fly remember a direc-
tion and navigate 
towards an odour. The 
researchers plan to 
investigate how the cir-
cuit operates across dif-
ferent time periods and 
examine what informa-
tion is tracked by other 
types of neurons. They 
also aim to understand 
why different brain 
regions can control sim-
ilar functions simulta-
neously.

PALANI: Police and Education 
Department officials on Thursday 
launched an inquiry into the 
alleged finding of human faeces in 
a water tank at a Panchayat Union 
Primary School in Manur near 
Palani, following protests by par-
ents on October 7 demanding that 
police arrest those responsible.

Though the headmaster of the 
school learnt about the incident 
when midday meal workers 
checked the tank after the school 
reopened on October 5 following the 
quarterly examination vacation, he 
neither informed the Education 
Department nor the police. 
Tirunelveli: 20 injured, bus conduc-
tor dead as govt bus collides with 
lorryThe incident came to public 

light only after the news spread 
among villagers, who staged a pro-
test condemning the headmaster for 
not informing them about the inci-

dent. “Why did he take steps to 
clean the water tank without 
informing the people or the authori-
ties?” the villagers questioned.

Dismissing the headmaster’s claim 
that the tank was used only for 
cooking and washing, Marimuthu, 
a relative of a student from Manur 
village, said, “Due to water scarcity, 
the school management is using 
only this tank for cooking and 
drinking purposes.”The overhead 
water tank in the school was not in 
use due to the water shortage. The 
750-litre tank was located on the 
ground close to a village water pipe-
line.When Dindigul Superintendent 
of Police S Jeyakumar conducted a 
preliminary inquiry on Wednesday, 
the headmaster told him that 
human faeces-like material had 
been found in the tank when the 
school reopened on October 5. “The 
headmaster said the tank was 

immediately cleaned,” the SP said. 
He also told the police the water 
tank was used only for cooking and 
washing purposes. Based on his 
complaint, police registered an FIR 
under Sections 272 (malignant act 
done with intent to spread infection 
of a disease dangerous to life), 123 
(causing hurt by means of poison, 
etc.) and 279 of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS). Meanwhile, during 
a parents-teachers meeting held on 
Thursday in the presence of senior 
Education Department officials and 
police, parents complained that the 
headmaster, who joined the school 
as a teacher and has been working 
there for nearly 17 years, had not 
taken steps to improve basic ameni-
ties at the school.

Human faeces found in school water tank near Palani, probe launched

Tirunelveli: 
20 injured, bus 
conductor dead as govt 
bus collides with lorry

CHENNAI: A government 
bus conductor was killed and 
more than 20 passengers 
were injured after the bus 
collided head-on with a soil-
laden lorry near Prancheri in 
Tirunelveli district on 
Thursday (October 8), accord-
ing to a Daily Thanthi report. 
The government bus was 
travelling along the 
Tirunelveli-Thoothukudi 
highway near Prancheri 
with more than 20 passengers 
when the accident occurred.  
According to preliminary 
information, the lorry, which 
was coming from the oppo-
site direction, reportedly 
went out of control and 
crashed into the bus.

The impact severely dam-
aged the front portion of the 
government bus. Ajith 
Melvin Arthur (52), a native 
of Kanniyakumari district 
and the conductor of the 
bus, sustained critical inju-
ries in the collision and 
died at the scene.

More than 20 passengers 
travelling on the bus were 
also seriously injured in the 
accident. On receiving infor-
mation, police and rescue 
personnel rushed to the spot 
and began rescue operations. 
The injured passengers were 
evacuated from the damaged 
bus and taken to the 
Tirunelveli Government 
Medical College Hospital for 
treatment. The injured are 
currently receiving intensive 
medical care at the hospital.

Meanwhile, police regis-
tered a case in connection 
with the accident and 
launched an investigation. 
The lorry driver is being 
questioned as part of the 
probe to ascertain the cir-
cumstances that led to the 
collision. The accident 
caused panic among motor-
ists and residents in the 
area, while traffic move-
ment on the highway was 
affected for some time fol-
lowing the crash.

Madras HC reserves orders on CM Vijay’s 
plea to dismiss election petition

CHENNAI: The Madras 
High Court on Thursday 
reserved orders on a petition 
filed by Chief Minister C 
Joseph Vijay seeking dis-
missal of an election petition 
challenging his victory from 
the Perambur Assembly con-
stituency. Justice V 
Lakshminarayanan reserved 
the orders after hearing 
arguments from senior advo-
c a t e  G o p a l 
Sankaranarayanan, appear-
ing for the ruling TVK’s pres-
ident, and advocate Ashok, 
appearing for a voter who 
filed the petition. The judge 
directed the parties to file 
their written submissions by 
October 14.In the May 2026 
Assembly election, Vijay 
secured 1,20,365 votes from 
Perambur, defeating his 
immediate rival RD Shekar 

of the DMK by 53,715 votes. 
Later, Dinesh, a voter from 
the constituency, filed an 
election petition challenging 
the victory while Vijay filed 
a plea seeking its dismissal.

During the hearing, Ashok 
submitted that details of a 
Panruti property worth 
around Rs 30 crore were sup-
pressed in Vijay's nomina-
tion papers. Also, a 50-cent 
land in Kodaikanal that 
Vijay claimed to have pur-
chased is shown in Revenue 
Department records as gov-
ernment poramboke, he said, 
adding that candidates must 
not furnish false information 
or suppress material facts in 
their nomination papers.

Noting that any direct or 
indirect suppression of 
assets would amount to 
undue influence under 

Section 123 of the 
Representation of the People 
Act, he said whether it was 
wilful could be decided only 
during the trial.

He added that the election 
officer could conduct only a 
summary inquiry within 24 
hours of filing the nomina-
tion. Hence, discrepancies 
could be raised in an election 
petition even if no objection 
was made at the time of nom-
ination. In counter, Gopal 
Sankaranarayanan argued 
that non-disclosure of assets 
could not be equated with 
non-disclosure of criminal 
antecedents, as voters would 
already know that Vijay was 
wealthy. He also contended 
that the petitioner must 
show that voters were actu-
ally influenced by the non-
disclosure.

Rs 4,102 crore released, but census 
honorarium yet to reach teachers

CHENNAI: Teachers 
across Tamil Nadu, who 
were engaged in the first 
phase of the population 
census exercise, are yet 
to receive their honorari-
um, even though the 
Directorate of Census 
had reportedly released 
Rs 4,102 crore for states 
for the exercise in August 
itself.

The delay has left 
teachers waiting for the 
first instalment of the 
payment for work com-
pleted more than a month 
ago.

In Nagapattinam, the 
teachers who participat-
ed in the first phase have 
submitted a representa-
tion to the Collector seek-
ing the immediate release 
of their pending honorar-
ium.

The representation 
stated that the teachers 
had completed the 
assigned census work 
well ahead of the deadline 
but were still awaiting 
payment.

The first phase of the 
census-related works was 
conducted from August 
1-31, with teachers 
deployed across rural 
and urban areas of the 
State. Teachers said that 
they had carried out the 
work as an additional 
responsibility alongside 
their regular teaching 
duties, and travelled to 
the locations allotted to 
them. They completed 
the assigned work by 
August 20 itself, following 
directions from the dis-
trict administration.

As per the government 

provisions, the census 
enumerators are entitled 
to an honorarium of Rs 
9,000 for completing the 
first phase, apart from 
the training allowance.

Despite the work being 
completed several weeks 
ago, the first instalment 
has not reached the teach-
ers, who were expecting 
to be paid soon after com-
pleting the assignment.

Teachers have urged 
the authorities to ensure 
that the funds already 
released for the census 
exercise are transferred 
without further delay.

They said that the 
pending payment would 
provide some financial 
relief, particularly dur-
ing the festival season 
when household expens-
es tend to increase.

TN govt sanctions Rs 603 crore 
sugarcane incentive; farmers 

assured Rs 4,000 per tonne

CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu government has sanc-
tioned Rs 603.34 crore to provide a special incentive of 
Rs 709.50 per tonne to sugarcane farmers who sup-
plied their produce to sugar mills during the 2025-26 
crushing season, Agriculture - Farmers’ Welfare 
Minister Vinoth said on Thursday. The incentive, 
sanctioned from the State exchequer on the direc-
tions of Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay, will ensure 
that farmers receive Rs 4,000 per tonne of sugarcane, 
including the Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) 
fixed by the Centre. AAP and DMK must set aside 
their differences with Cong to fight against 'dictator-
ship': Sena (UBT)
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KAVEREE BAMZAI

Before his 1991 directorial
debut, Prahaar, about life as
an army commando,
Vishwanath 'Nana' Patekar
trained for three years with
the Maratha Light Infantry.
The film, in which he played
Major Chavan, would go on
to have a seminal effect on a
young Vikram Batra, who
did an intensive 35-day
course at the Commando
Training School at Belgaum,
now Belagavi, Karnataka.
The course enabled soldiers
to join the Ghatak Platoon,
becoming the elite first
responders of their unit in
any combat situation.
It was here that Patekar shot
parts of the movie, retaining
a lifelong connection to sol-
diers who saw him join the
Territorial Army. It was this
movie that was a prime moti-
vator in young Vikram's life,
which made him join the
army before being martyred
in Kargil on July 7, 1999. It
was this movie that the
Belagavi railway station paid
tribute to on X today, with a
shot of the opening scene,
which was filmed there.
Prahaar was only one of
Patekar's several perform-
ances that made him stand
out from other actors in the
film industry in a career that
repeatedly underlined his
capacity for simmering
silence and seething speech-
es. Prahaar saw him doing
both. It was the kind of thing
Patekar lived for, usually far
away from the industry's
entourage culture and
celebrity doublespeak.
Raised in relative poverty, he
lived, for most of his life, even
after becoming a successful
actor, in a one-bedroom
house. Later, he split his time
between a farmhouse in Pune
and a home in Goa, choosing
to live and work among farm-
ers, for whom he had worked
since 2015. He did not suffer
fools gladly, but when he
loved, he did so fiercely and
fearlessly. His plain-speak

had the ability to make peo-
ple uncomfortable, as did his
art. He was the diabolical
Anna Seth in Vidhu Vinod
Chopra's Parinda (1991), the
grisly climax of which left
Patekar with burns that took
six months to heal. He was
the raging Pratap Tilak in
Mehul Kumar's Krantiveer
(1994), delivering a fiery
monologue about "maut ka
tamasha" just as he is to be
hanged. And he was the abu-
sive Vishwanath in Partho
Ghosh's thriller Agni Sakshi
(1996), terrorising poor
Manisha Koirala's
Madhu/Shubhangi.
All three roles earned him
National Awards, but
Patekar, who rose from paint-
ing posters to studying at the
JJ School of Art in Mumbai,
thanks to a generous benefac-
tor, was not impressed by the
glamour of the industry,
often finding himself to be a
misfit among glib talkers and
smooth dressers. In later
years, Patekar became a
social media sensation, with-
out meaning to, with his one-
liners as 'Uday Shetty' in
Welcome (2007) and Welcome
Back (2015) becoming meme

material.
The Appeal Of Stardom, And
Why It Didn't Matter To Nana
Success in movies is usually
a combination of luck, tim-
ing, talent, and an encourag-
ing ecosystem. Celebrity sta-
tus needs an additional quali-
ty: the ability to feed the star
machine continuously with
publicists, agents, and visible
symbols of prestige. Patekar
did not have any interest in
the latter, much like another
great actor, Om Puri. Unlike
Puri, though, Patekar did not
emerge from arthouse cine-
ma, cutting his teeth instead
on potboilers such as N
Chandra's Ankush (1986), in
which he is part of a group of
vigilantes who take revenge
for the rape of a neighbour,
and Dayal Nihalani's Andha
Yudh (1987), where he is an
idealistic young police offi-
cer. Men like Patekar are
born leading men, clad in
character actor skins. These
skins allow them to be mal-
leable, flexible, and often
invisible, flowing from one
role to another, with the will-
ingness to step out of the spot-
light.
Patekar did it often enough,

in roles big and small. In
Sanjay Leela Bhansali's
Khamoshi: The Musical
(1996), he acts with his eyes,
denied his voice, as the hear-
ing-impaired father, Joseph
Braganza. In Shimit Amin's
Ab Tak Chhapan (2004), he
channels Daya Nayak's
naivete and bullheadedness
as encounter specialist
Sadhu Agashe. And in
Prakash Jha's Raajneeti
(2010), for instance, he is calm
and composed, bereft of the
bluster he was usually given,
as he advises his young
nephews, Prithviraj and
Samar.   Few films captured
his late-stage sadness as
Natsamrat (2016), a film adap-
tation of the Marathi play by
Mahesh Manjrekar. It shows
him as stage actor Ganpat
Belwalkar, who divides his
property between his two
children, whose ingratitude
leaves him and his wife
homeless and broken. 
As the Prince said in Hamlet:
"What a piece of work is a
man, How noble in reason,
how infinite in faculty, In
form and moving how
express and admirable." And
"yet to me, what is this quin-

tessence of dust?" Patekar
seemed to have been prepar-
ing himself for death by liv-
ing every moment but also
reflecting on it, through his
life and through his work.
Consider his monologue in
Anil Mattoo's Yeshwant
(1997) about the common
man's life. "Subah ghar se
niklo, bheed ka ek hissa
bano. Shaam ko ghar jao,
daru piyo aur bacchee paida
karo, aur subah talak phir ek
baar mar jao (Leave home in
the morning, become part of
the crowd. Go home in the
evening, drink, make babies,
and then wake up in the
morning to die another day),”
says his character Inspector
Yeshwant Lohar. 
His own comments about
death a few days ago only
deepen the sense of an end-
ing. A life lived in full, full of
achievements, replete with
mistakes, but in every way
complete.   Veteran Indian
actor Nana Patekar, known
for his intense, fiery perform-
ances on stage and in film,
has died at the age of 75 in
Goa.
One of the most recognisable
faces of Indian cinema,

Patekar won three National
Film Awards and became
known for playing difficult
and often volatile characters.
He was also a prominent fig-
ure in Marathi language cine-
ma and theatre.
He was admitted to a hospital
after being found uncon-
scious at his home in Goa in
the early hours of Thursday.
"Despite 45 minutes of contin-
uous CPR, he could not be
revived," Dr Shekhar Salkar
of Manipal Hospital in Goa
told ANI news agency.
Tributes have poured in from
actors and politicians across
India.
Dr Salkar later told PTI news
agency that the hospital team
found Patekar at his home
"unconscious and almost
unresponsive".
The team continued giving
him CPR even while taking
him to the hospital, located
about 10 minutes away, but
he was dead by the time they
reached there, he added.
Dr Salkar said Patekar had
suffered a cardiac arrest, but
it was not clear what had trig-
gered it.
Family, friends and fans
paid their last respects to the
actor at Goa Medical College,
ahead of his funeral which
was to take place later in the
day with full state honours
at his farm house in the west-
ern city of Pune in
Maharashtra state.  In the
evening, his remains were
flown to Pune by air ambu-
lance, where the state's chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
paid his last respects, before
Patekar's body was taken to
his farm in Donje village for
last rites to be performed.
Earlier, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi led tributes
to the actor, praising
Patekar's versatility and out-
spoken personality.
Patekar portrayed charac-
ters that would "remain
etched in the memory of
generations", Modi wrote on
X, adding that his death had
left "a vast void in the artis-
tic world".
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The Supreme Court’s
refusal to pass an interim
order seeking the suspen-
sion of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar is a significant
reminder that serious alle-
gations concerning consti-
tutional institutions must
be tested against evidence,
procedure and law rather
than political rhetoric.
The petitions before the
Court alleged that impor-
tant decisions concerning
the Special Intensive
Revision of electoral rolls
were taken unilaterally
without the concurrence of
the other Election
Commissioners. The peti-
tioners relied substantially
on a media investigation.
The Supreme Court, how-
ever, declined to act on the
report alone and issued
notices to the Election

Commission and its mem-
bers, allowing the institu-
tion an opportunity to
place authentic records
before the Court.
This approach is impor-
tant for the health of con-
stitutional democracy. A
newspaper report may
raise legitimate questions
and trigger public scruti-
ny, but it cannot by itself
become a substitute for evi-
dence in judicial proceed-
ings. Allegations against a
constitutional authority
demand careful examina-
tion, particularly when the
requested relief could dis-
rupt the functioning of an
institution entrusted with
conducting elections.
The Election Commission
has maintained that differ-
ences expressed during
internal deliberations are
normal and that final deci-

sions on the SIR were
taken unanimously.
Whether that position
withstands judicial scruti-
ny will depend on the offi-
cial records placed before
the Court. The Court has
also made it clear that if
any decision is ultimately
found to have violated the
law or the required deci-
sion-making procedure,
appropriate relief can still
follow.
The larger issue, however,
extends beyond the imme-
diate dispute. Electoral
rolls are the foundation of
representative democracy.
Ensuring that voter lists
are accurate, updated and
free from duplicate, ineligi-
ble or non-existent entries
is essential to maintaining
public confidence in elec-
tions. At the same time,
any revision exercise must

be transparent, lawful and
sufficiently protective of
genuine voters' rights.
Political parties are enti-
tled to question the man-
ner in which electoral rolls
are revised, and the
Election Commission must
remain open to scrutiny.
But political disagreement
should not automatically
be equated with institu-
tional wrongdoing.
The Supreme Court’s
measured approach—seek-
ing records, issuing
notices and declining pre-
mature intervention—
strikes an appropriate bal-
ance between accountabili-
ty and institutional stabili-
ty. In matters concerning
elections, democracy is
best served not by immedi-
ate conclusions, but by
facts, transparency and
due process.

DUE PROCESS MUST PREVAIL IN THE
ELECTION COMMISSION DEBATE

The Haryana Academy of Literature and Culture's Best
Work Award, approved by the Chief Minister, marks a new
milestone in the literary journey of Ph.D. literary couple Dr.
Satyawan Saurabh and Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, who have 27
books under their belts. The book, written in the name of
their son Pragyan, is dedicated to all the children of the
world.
Bhiwani. Literary and author Dr. Satyawan Saurabh's chil-
dren's literature work, "Pragyan," has been selected for the
Haryana Sahitya and Sanskriti Academy's 2023 Best Work
Award. In the results announced by the academy, "Pragyan"
has been selected in the children's literature category. Under
this award, the selected work will receive a prize money of
?31,000. The Haryana Sahitya and Sanskriti Academy has
announced the 2023 results for literary works received in var-
ious languages, including Hindi, Haryanvi, Sanskrit, and
Punjabi. Under the Academy's Shrestha Kriti Award
scheme, the best works in various literary genres have been
selected. In this series, "Pragyan," by Dr. Satyawan Saurabh
of Barwa (Bhiwani), has been selected for the honor in the
children's literature category.
"Pragyan," Dr. Satyavan Saurabh's work, focuses on chil-
dren's literature, presenting literary, cultural, and thought-
provoking material for children. The special feature of this
book is that the author dedicated it to all the children of the
world on the occasion of the birth of his son, Pragyan.
Through this book, an attempt has been made to connect
children's imagination, sensitivity, values, and creative
thinking with literature.
Dr. Saurabh has long been involved in writing, journalism,
and literary activities. His writings reflect a special interest
in social concerns, contemporary topics, and children's liter-
ature. Active in various genres, "Pragyan" brings to the fore
his creative focus on children's literature.
According to Dr. Kuldeep Chand Agnihotri, Executive Vice
President of the Haryana Academy of Literature and
Culture, the results of the Best Work Award Scheme for the
year 2023 have been approved by the Academy President and
the Chief Minister. Dr. Satyawan Saurabh's "Pragyan" was
selected under this process in the children's literature catego-
ry. This honor marks a significant milestone in Dr. Satyavan
Saurabh's literary journey. His work's inclusion among the
best works of children's literature by the state literary organ-
ization is an institutional recognition of his contributions to
children's literature.
Expressing his delight at this achievement, Dr. Satyavan
Saurabh said, "Children's literature is not just a medium of
entertainment, but an important foundation for children's
values, imagination, sensitivity, and thought-formation."
Creating meaningful and valuable literature for children has
been one of his literary priorities.
Dr. Satyavan Saurabh's wife, Dr. Priyanka Saurabh, is also a
renowned author and literary figure. Both hold PhDs in
Political Science and, while active in the field of literary writ-
ing, have authored numerous books both jointly and inde-
pendently. Their writings prominently feature topics such as
social concerns, contemporary discourse, women's empow-
erment, children's literature, and social consciousness. To
date, both authors have published 27 books.

editorial
Dr. Satyavan Saurabh shines

in children's literature;
'Pragyan' receives the Best
Work Award of Rs. 31,000

The controversy surround-
ing the Election Commission
of India’s September 26 press
note on Form 6 highlights a
larger problem in public dis-
course: complex judicial
observations are often
reduced to political claims
and counterclaims without
examining the precise lan-
guage of the judgment.
The ECI had stated that the
declaration attached to Form
6 for the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) had been
upheld by the Supreme
Court. Critics subsequently
argued that the Commission
had misrepresented the
Court because the Supreme
Court clarified that it had not
upheld any “modification” of
Form 6. At the heart of the
controversy, however, lies an
important distinction
between modifying Form 6
itself and requiring an addi-
tional declaration to accom-
pany it. Form 6 remains the
statutory application for

inclusion of a name in the
electoral roll. Requiring a
new applicant to submit an
additional declaration in the
context of an SIR does not
necessarily mean that the
statutory form itself has been
altered. The two concepts
should not be treated as inter-
changeable.
The Supreme Court’s obser-
vations in the Bihar SIR judg-
ment are relevant in this con-
text. The Court recognised
that a Special Intensive
Revision is different from the
ordinary revision process
and that the Election
Commission has the authori-
ty to prescribe additional doc-
umentation suited to the par-
ticular requirements of such
an exercise. The judgment
also examined the documen-
tation prescribed by the
Commission and found the
requirements to be connected
with the objective of main-
taining the integrity of elec-
toral rolls. This distinction is

crucial. The Court may not
have endorsed a “modifica-
tion” of Form 6, but that does
not automatically mean that
every additional document
required to accompany the
form was rejected. Indeed,
the Court’s discussion of the
Commission’s power to pre-
scribe documentation for an
SIR must be read in its entire-
ty rather than through isolat-
ed phrases. The ECI’s press
note, therefore, should be
assessed on what it actually
stated. If the Commission
said that the declaration
attached to Form 6 was
upheld, that is materially dif-
ferent from claiming that the
Court had approved a modifi-
cation of Form 6 itself. The
issue also points to a broader
democratic responsibility.
The Election Commission
must communicate judicial
decisions with maximum
precision, particularly on
matters as sensitive as elec-
toral rolls. At the same time,

political parties, commenta-
tors and media organisations
have an equal responsibility
to distinguish between what
a judgment actually says and
what they believe it implies.
Electoral integrity deserves
rigorous scrutiny. But scruti-
ny is meaningful only when
it is based on the complete
record. In a constitutional
democracy, disagreement
with an institution is legiti-
mate; attributing misrepre-
sentation to it requires some-
thing more than a semantic
dispute. The Form 6 contro-
versy should therefore be set-
tled not through competing
slogans, but through a care-
ful reading of the judgment.
Modification of a statutory
form and an additional decla-
ration accompanying that
form are two different propo-
sitions. Confusing them risks
turning a question of legal
interpretation into an unnec-
essary institutional con-
frontation.

FORM 6 CONTROVERSY: Read the
Supreme Court judgment carefully

Nana Patekar, And The Sharp,
Lasting Sting Of His 'Plain-Speak'
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New Delhi:  The GST Council
on Thursday, October 8,
approved scrapping the
arrest powers of GST officers
and raised the threshold to
launch prosecution to Rs 5
crore from Rs 1 crore. “The
rate structure is settled, so
the Council has turned to
how the tax works day to
day,” the finance ministry
said, adding that GST rate
changes will now happen
once a year.
On input tax credit claims,
the 57th GST Council decid-
ed to set up a Committee of
Officers to examine how to
protect a genuine buyer who
holds a proper invoice, has
received the goods, and has
paid his supplier in full.
“The Committee of Officers
will complete its study with-
in three months, and an
agenda will be placed before
the next Council meeting,”
the ministry said. The GST
Council revoked GST offi-
cers’ arrest powers.
The threshold for prosecu-
tion goes up from Rs 1 crore
to Rs 5 crore. The minimum
punishment stands removed,
and the punishment-
whether fine, imprisonment,
or both- is left to judicial dis-
cretion in every case, as per
the council decision. The gen-
eral penalty, which applies
where no specific penalty is
provided, comes down from

Rs 25,000 to Rs 10,000, the min-
istry said. The Goods and
Services Tax (GST) Council
on Thursday recommended a
series of changes aimed at
easing compliance, reducing
procedural burdens and sim-
plifying the GST regime,
while leaving the existing tax
rate structure unchanged.
Among the key decisions, the
Council scrapped the arrest
powers of tax officers and
raised the threshold for pros-
ecution to Rs 5 crore from Rs
1 crore. It also recommended
common standards for GST
notices and proceedings and
decided that no notices would
be issued for monetary
amounts of Rs 10,000 or
below. Pending notices below
the threshold will also be
withdrawn. The Council

approved easier compliance
norms for small sellers on e-
commerce platforms and rec-
ommended allowing employ-
ers to claim input tax credit
on GST paid on employee
insurance cover. It also short-
ened the time limit for
acknowledging refund
claims from 15 days to 10
days. Talking about the
reform finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
"Expects this set of GST
process reforms to stabilise
over next one year".
"About 99 pc issues related to
rate, processes have been
addressed by next-generation
GST reforms," FM added.
Following are the key deci-
sions taken at the 57th GST
Council meeting chaired by
FM Nirmala Sitharaman

Arrest powers: GST officers'
powers to arrest have been
revoked. Prosecution thresh-
old: The threshold for launch-
ing prosecution has been
raised to Rs 5 crore from Rs 1
crore. Punishment: The min-
imum punishment for
offences has been removed,
with courts to decide
whether to impose a fine,
imprisonment or both.
General penalty: The general
penalty, applicable where no
specific penalty is prescribed,
has been reduced to Rs 10,000
from Rs 25,000. GST notices:
Common standards will be
followed for GST notices and
proceedings, with no notices
issued for amounts of Rs
10,000 or below; pending
notices below the threshold
will also be withdrawn. 

New Delhi, India, October
08, 2026: With the Amazon
Great Indian Festival just
around the corner, Dreame
Technology, a global leader
in smart home innovation,
is bringing its smart home
and personal care range to
consumers with exclusive
offers on Amazon India.
Starting today, the sale will
feature attractive deals
across Dreame’s portfolio of
robotic vacuums, wet and
dry vacuum cleaners, cord-
less stick vacuums and
grooming solutions, giving
consumers an opportunity
to upgrade their everyday
routines with smart tech-
nology. The products will
also be available at the same
festive prices on the Dreame
India website, Croma and
Reliance Retail.
As Indian households gear
up for the season, Dreame’s
range brings together intel-
ligent automation,
advanced cleaning tech-
nologies and convenient
product experiences
designed to make everyday
home care simpler.
Consumers can avail attrac-
tive deals, along with No-
cost EMI, additional bank
and cashback offers across
select products during the
sale period.
Manu Sharma, Managing
Director, Dreame

Technology, India, said,
“The festive season is a time
to come together, celebrate
and make time for what
matters most. At Dreame,
we believe technology
should do more than simpli-
fy everyday tasks — it
should help people live
smartly, giving them
greater convenience and
more time to focus on the
things that matter. Through
the Amazon Great Indian
Festival Sale, we are mak-
ing our smart home and per-
sonal care solutions more
accessible to Indian con-
sumers, enabling them to
bring greater intelligence
and ease into their everyday
routines. As we continue to
strengthen our presence in
India, our focus remains on

delivering thoughtful inno-
vations backed by a seam-
less ownership experience
for our consumers.”

KEY OFFERS:

Robotic Vacuum Cleaners
Dreame X60 Ultra

Complete: Was 134,999 , now
129,999

Dreame L50s Pro Ultra:
Was 79,999, now 69,999

Dreame L50 Ultra CE:
Was 64,999, now 53,999

Dreame D30 Ultra: Was
52,999, now 44,999

Dreame D20 Ultra: Was
46,999, now 42,999

Dreame L50 Plus: Was
34,999, now 33,999

Dreame L50: Was 27,999,
now 26,999

Dreame F10: Was 21,999,

now 17,999
Dreame L10 Prime: Was

45,999, now 31,998
Dreame D10 Plus Gen 2:

Was 39,999, now 22,999

Stick Vacuum Cleaners
Dreame K10 Pro: Was

19,999, now 18,999
Dreame H12 Core: Was

24,999, now 18,999
Dreame H12 Dual: Was

36,999, now 33,999
Dreame H12 Dual

FlexReach: Was 44,999, now
43,999

Dreame R20: Was 36,999,
now 24,499

Dreame R10 Pro: Was
25,999, now 15,999

Dreame Mova J10: Was
7,999, now 5,499

Dreame Mova J20: Was
10,999, now 7,999 

GST Council scraps arrest powers,
raises prosecution to Rs 5 cr

New Delhi: Shares of
Paytm, One Mobikwik
Systems and other fintech
firms ended lower on
Thursday, October 8,
amid reports that a pro-
posal to defer the rollout
of merchant discount rate
(MDR) on UPI to January
1, from October 15, is
under consideration. One
97 Communications,
which owns the Paytm
brand, tanked 10 per cent
to Rs 1,560.60 during the
day on the BSE. It finally
ended at Rs 1,640, down
5.42 per cent.
One Mobikwik Systems
shares dropped 8.43 per
cent to Rs 234.40 in intra-
day deals. The stock later
ended 4.57 per cent lower
at Rs 244.30. Pine Labs
declined 4.95 per cent to
Rs 168.75 during the day
before ending at Rs 169.75,
down 4.39 per cent.
Network People Services
Technologies dropped by
3.39 per cent to close at Rs
1,791.30.
Last month, the govern-
ment allowed charging

MDR under which trans-
actions above Rs 2,000 will
attract a fee of 0.4 per
cent.
Shares of fintech firms
jumped when the
announcement was made
last month amid hopes
that this will generate
additional revenue.
According to reports, a
proposal to defer the roll-
out of merchant discount
rate on Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) to January
1 from October 15 is under
consideration, with a

decision expected in the
next few days.
Meanwhile, economic
think tank GTRI said on
Thursday that the govern-
ment should withdraw the
proposed UPI charges,
scheduled to take effect on
October 15, and keep the
digital payment system
free for merchants and
consumers. Last month,
the government allowed
charging MDR under
which transactions above
Rs 2,000 will attract a fee
of 0.4 per cent. 

Paytm, Mobikwik shares fall amid
UPI MDR rollout delay reports

Anytime Fitness India
marked a major milestone
in its Indian growth journey
as the fitness brand crossed
the 200-club mark, serving
over 2 lakh members across
45+ cities. The milestone
was celebrated across the
country on October 5, with
members and club teams
coming together for cake-
cutting celebrations, giving
the occasion a strong com-
munity-led character. The
achievement also marks
another step towards the
brand’s larger vision of
reaching 500 clubs across
India by 2030.
Mr. Vikas Jain, Managing
Director, Anytime Fitness
India, said, “Crossing 200+
clubs is a proud milestone
for Anytime Fitness India,
but what makes it special is
the people behind that num-
ber. Our members are the
true ambassadors of this
journey. Their goals, chal-
lenges, progress and every-
day commitment have
shaped the community we
have built across India. We

have grown because more
people are making fitness
part of their everyday lives,
and that gives us even
greater confidence about
where we are headed next.”
The milestone was further
amplified through a large-
scale marketing and PR
campaign featuring print
and digital media activa-
tions across Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Delhi,
Gurugram, Hyderabad,
Jaipur, Kolkata, Lucknow,
Mumbai and Noida. Built
around the playful “Rest

Day” message, the campaign
placed members at the cen-
tre of the celebration and
recognised the role they
have played in shaping
Anytime Fitness India’s
growth over the years.
For a fitness brand, a club
count tells only part of the
story. Behind the 200+ clubs
is a growing community of
members, franchise part-
ners and fitness profession-
als who have helped make
fitness part of everyday life
for people across the coun-
try. The 200+ club milestone

also sets the stage for the
next phase of the brand’s
expansion. Anytime Fitness
India has set its sights on 500
clubs across the country by
2030, with Tier 1 and Tier 2
markets forming an impor-
tant part of its growth strate-
gy. Demand from emerging
cities continues alongside
established metropolitan
markets, creating opportu-
nities for the brand to take
organised and professional-
ly managed fitness closer to
more consumers.The expan-
sion strategy is centered on

identifying the right loca-
tions, working with strong
local franchise partners
and developing clubs that
maintain consistent stan-
dards while offering mem-
bers a welcoming commu-
nity experience. The
brand’s growth also
extends beyond its club net-
work through initiatives
such as FitCraft and Be Fit
Fest, which bring together
trainers, members and fit-
ness enthusiasts around
training, nutrition, recov-
ery and active living.

Anytime Fitness India Marks 200+ Club Milestone with
Nationwide Member Celebrations Across 45+ Cities

Dreame Technology Announces Great Indian
Festival 2026 Sale with Its Best-Ever Prices on

Smart Home and Personal Care Products

New Delhi, 08th October 2026:
Sennheiser, a global leader in audio
innovation, has announced exclu-
sive offers on its premium product
lineup for the upcoming Amazon
Great Freedom Festival Sale 2026
starting October 8, 2026. Customers
can enjoy discounts of up to 60% on
select Sennheiser products, includ-
ing the MOMENTUM 4, Profile
USB Microphone/Profile
Streaming Set, MOMENTUM True
Wireless 4, HD 490 PRO/ HD 490
PRO Plus, HDB 630, and MKE 600.
Additionally, shoppers can avail of
No Cost EMI options for up to 24
months, along with exclusive bank
offers.

MOMENTUM 4
Discover true audiophile sound
with Sennheiser's MOMENTUM 4,
engineered for exceptional comfort
and signature high-fidelity audio.
Powered by Sennheiser's audio-
phile-inspired 42mm transducer
system, it delivers rich, detailed
sound paired with Adaptive Noise
Cancellation and Transparency
Mode that adjusts automatically to
your surroundings. Personalize
your listening with built-in EQ, pre-
sets, sound modes, and sound per-
sonalisation, all accessible via the
Sennheiser Smart Control App.

Enjoy outstanding battery life with
up to 60 hours of playback and fast
charging, along with crystal-clear
calls thanks to four digital beam-
forming microphones and automat-
ic wind noise suppression. A light-
weight design with a padded head-
band and deep-cushioned earpads
ensures long-lasting comfort for all-
day wear. Available at an offer
price of ?17,990 (inclusive of bank
discount), against an MRP of
?34,990.
Capture studio-quality audio with
the Sennheiser Profile USB
Microphone, a premium USB-C
condenser microphone designed
for podcasters, streamers,
voiceover artists, and content cre-
ators. Featuring a cardioid con-
denser capsule for professional
sound with excellent off-axis rejec-
tion, the Profile delivers exception-
al vocal clarity while minimizing
unwanted background noise. With
intuitive onboard controls for Gain,
Mix, and Volume, a soft-touch mute
button, real-time headphone moni-
toring, and an adjustable self-lock-
ing tilt mechanism for precise posi-
tioning, it offers effortless plug-and-
play performance across MacOS,
Windows, iPadOS, and Android
devices. Available at an offer price
of ?6,990 (inclusive of GST), against

an MRP of ?12,900, with a 46% dis-
count. And the Profile Streaming
Set available at an offer price of
?11,990 (inclusive of GST), against
an MRP of ?19,900, with a 40% dis-
count. 

MOMENTUM TRUE WIRELESS 4 
Experience next-gen audio with
Sennheiser’s MOMENTUM True
Wireless 4, combining signature
sound, lossless audio, and future-
ready tech. Powered by the
TrueResponse transducer system,
it delivers high-fidelity 24-
bit/96kHz sound with Adaptive
Noise Cancellation, Transparency
Mode, and personalized audio via
the Smart Control App. Enjoy up to
30 hours of playtime, Qi wireless
charging, intuitive touch controls,
and crystal-clear calls through a 6-
mic setup, all in a sleek, all-day com-
fort design. Available at an offer
price of ?14,990 (inclusive of bank
discount), against an MRP of ?29,990
during the Amazon Great Indian
festival.
Crafted for precision-driven cre-
ators, the Sennheiser HD 490 PRO
combines an open-back design and
ultra-wide soundstage with an
uncoloured frequency response for
accurate, detailed sound reproduc-
tion. Its low-frequency cylinder sys-

tem delivers a defined low end,
while two interchangeable ear-pad
sets support both producing and
mixing. Lightweight, pressure-free
ergonomics make it comfortable for
extended studio sessions, while its
open-frame architecture helps min-
imise resonance and distortion.
Available at an offer price of ?24,490
(inclusive of GST), against an MRP
of ?40,000, with a 39% discount. Also
available in the HD 490 PRO Plus
variant, offering the same profes-
sional-grade audio performance
with additional accessories for an
enhanced studio setup. Available at
an offer price of ?27,990 (inclusive of
GST), against an MRP of ?45,000,
with a 38% discount.

HDB 630
Designed for discerning audio-
philes, the Sennheiser HDB 630
combines a closed-back design with
a 42 mm audiophile-tuned trans-
ducer to deliver neutral, detailed
sound with lifelike mids and a wide
soundstage. Its support for aptX HD
and aptX Adaptive, along with USB-
C and analogue connectivity,
enables high-resolution listening
up to 24-bit/96 kHz. The included
BTD 700 Bluetooth USB-C dongle
enables high-resolution wireless
audio, while the advanced paramet-

ric equalizer and crossfeed feature
allow users to precisely tailor their
listening experience. Adaptive
noise cancellation helps minimise
distractions without compromising
clarity, while up to 60 hours of bat-
tery life supports extended listen-
ing sessions. The HDB 630 is avail-
able at an offer price of ?36,490
(inclusive of bank discount) during
the Amazon Great Indian festival.

MKE 600
Bring focused, professional-grade
audio to your video shoots with
the Sennheiser MKE 600, a
highly directional shotgun
microphone designed to
handle demanding
filmmaking chal-
lenges. Its supercar-
dioid/lobar pickup
pattern captures
sound from the
direction of the
camera while effec-
tively reducing noise
from the sides and
rear. A switchable
Low-Cut filter helps
minimise wind noise,
while phantom or battery
powering offers flexibility
across cameras and cam-
corders. 

Enjoy Great Deals on Sennheiser Products
During the Amazon Great Indian Festival 2026



10HYDERABAD
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2026                                    

www.thesouthindiatimes.com info.southindiatimes@gmail.com

World
HYDERABAD

friday october 09 2026

In her tent in central Gaza early one
morning last month, 31-year-old Fida
al-Toutah, a mother of five, was comb-
ing her daughter's hair when the sound
of gunfire erupted. "My mother shout-
ed at us to get down," her son Ezz
recalled, weeping as he spoke. He only
realised Fida had been hit when he saw
the bloodied hands of his younger
brother, who had been clinging onto
his mother as the bullets came in. "Our
mother was so kind and generous.
What did she do wrong?" Ezz said. Fida
died on 21 September from a gunshot
wound to the head. She is among more
than 1,400 people in Gaza who have
been killed in Israeli attacks since the
start of the ceasefire on 10 October last
year, according to Gaza's Hamas-run
health ministry, whose figures are con-
sidered reliable by the UN. The cease-
fire saw thousands of Palestinians held
by Israel released in return for all of
the 48 remaining hostages held in
Gaza, and an agreement to end the war
- which was triggered by the Hamas-led
attack on Israel on 7 October 2023,
when about 1,200 people were killed
and 251 taken hostage. On the ground
in Gaza, it meant that Israel's large-
scale bombardment stopped, which
brought substantial relief and an
increase in humanitarian aid and med-
ical supplies entering the territory. But

even during the ceasefire, Israel has
continued launching strikes in Gaza
almost every day. In the past week
alone more than 30 people have been
killed, according to Gaza's health min-
istry. Israel says it is targeting Hamas
operatives, and accuses Hamas of con-
tinued violations of the ceasefire. "It
[the ceasefire] is all lies. Every day
there's a shooting. Every day there is
killing and death lurking around," said
Ahed, Fida's husband. In response to
the BBC's questions about Fida's
killing, the Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
said they had no record of the incident.
The total death toll from Israeli attacks
since the start of the war in Gaza three

years ago now stands at more than
74,000, according to the Gaza health
ministry. Outside Fida's tent, her
brother Ibrahim pointed to the holes he
said were made by a volley of bullets
fired by Israeli forces.

"This tent is just a piece of cloth.
Imagine that a military vehicle came
down here and fired a spray of bullets,"
he said. "There was also gunfire com-
ing from the sky, from above, from
quadcopters, and it was directed at
unarmed civilians." Fida is the fourth
of Ibrahim's siblings to be killed since
the start of the war. "We left our neigh-
bourhood Zeitoun to survive, but death
is following us," he said. 

At least 30 people have been
killed in a Russian glide
bomb attack on two civilian
buses in the eastern front
line city of Kramatorsk, res-
cue officials say.
Authorities said three peo-
ple were also killed in the
village of Bilenke, part of
the Kramatorsk communi-
ty. Another 18 people were
wounded, said Donetsk
regional head Vadym
Filashkin, accusing Russia
of targeting buses carrying
passengers to kill as many
civilians as possible.
Kramatorsk and neighbour-
ing Slovyansk are part of a
so-called fortress belt that
Moscow is trying to seize as
part of Russian President
Vladimir Putin's claim to
the entire Ukrainian indus-
trial region of Donbas.
Ukraine's President
Volodymyr Zelensky said:
"This strike will not go with-
out our response." In a post
on Telegram, he said:
"Russia is trying to destroy
all life in Donbas, and the
world needs to react to this.
React harshly - exactly as
the Russians deserve for all
the deaths they have
caused." Images posted by
local prosecutors showed
the burning metal shell of
the bus along with debris
and some of the victims on
the road. Moscow is yet to
comment on the latest
attack. It follows a dramatic
surge in Russian attacks
across the country and a
heavy increase in civilian
casualties. According to the
UN, Ukraine saw more civil-

ians killed by August this
year than were killed in all
of 2025. In one single attack
that destroyed a five-storey
block of flats in Pryluky east
of Kyiv early on Wednesday,
22 people were killed,
including five children.
Three of the children were
only one year old. UK
Foreign Secretary Ed
Miliband, meeting Zelensky
in Kyiv on Thursday, said
the attack in Pryluky
showed Putin's "evil intent
and evil strategy". He
announced "more sanctions
on Russia, on the war
machine of Putin, on the
shadow fleet, on the oil com-
panies, on the crypto, on the
financing of the war" and
told Zelensky the UK would
stand with Ukraine "as long
as it takes for you to prevail
in this conflict". After the
deadly attack on
Kramatorsk, Donetsk
regional head Filashkin
appealed to anyone who was

still in the eastern front line
region to move to safer parts
of Ukraine. Given the sharp
deterioration of security in
the two neighbouring cities,
he said all public transport
had been ordered to stop.
The safety of civilians was
paramount, and "we have no
right to risk the lives of pas-
sengers and drivers", he
said. Moscow has often cited
the "liberation" and "protec-
tion" of the predominantly
Russian-speaking Donbas
as justification for the full-
scale invasion of Ukraine. It
is made up of two regions -
Luhansk and Donetsk - and
with most of Luhansk under
Russian control, the
Kremlin is also aiming to
capture remaining 20% of
Donetsk territory still held
by Ukraine. For much of the
war Kramatorsk acted as a
logistics and supply hub for
the Ukrainian military,
however it has now come
under almost daily Russian

attack as its military moves
closer to the east of the city.
Glide bombs in particular
have been launched at
Slovyansk and Kramatorsk.
The bombs are fitted with
winglets so they glide
towards their target rather
than simply fall. In late
August as many as nine
glide bombs were fired at
Kramatorsk in one day.
Kramatorsk City Council
described the strike as a
"horrific crime committed
by the Russian army against
the civilian population".
"Once again, the Russians
have struck a location
where there are absolutely
no military targets," it said.
Russia is also launching
constant air raids on the
capital Kyiv, with sirens
ringing throughout the day.
Kyiv's mayor Vitali
Klitschko said attacks on
Thursday had killed three
people, with 14 others
injured. Two of the eight

injured are in a critical con-
dition. The attacks are forc-
ing schoolchildren out of
classes into shelters, shut-
tering businesses, and dis-
rupting public transport.
Russian attacks on
Ukrainian infrastructure,
particularly on its energy
grid, are causing power out-
ages already and are even
affecting the water supply.
Local water authorities in
the capital warned on
Thursday that pressure was
dropping across the city's
right bank due to power
cuts. Zelensky offered his
condolences to families and
loved ones affected by the
latest attack and said
Ukraine's partners needed
to provide "concrete action
through new defence pack-
ages for the protection of
Ukraine". Ahead of the
Pryluky attack, the
Ukrainian leader had
warned this week of intelli-
gence suggesting plans for a
major Russian onslaught,
and in Kyiv families
responded by heading to
metro stations for shelter.
Such warnings are for now
one of the only defences
Ukrainians have.
Interceptor missiles are in
short supply around the
world, so Ukraine has little
chance to stop incoming
Russian ballistics. Both
Russia and Ukraine have
intensified long-range
strikes on each other in
recent months, with
Russian attacks targeting
Ukrainian data centres and
logistics warehouses.

Italy's parliament has
approved fiercely contested
changes to the country's
electoral system champi-
oned by Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni ahead of
elections due next year.
Lawmakers voted 227 to 164
in favour of moving to a
fully proportional system,
which Meloni has argued
will boost the chance of
clear winners and more sta-
ble government. Opposition
parties say her right-wing
coalition has designed the
proposals to improve its
chance of retaining power
and, in a heated debate on
Thursday, accused it of
pushing through the "fraud-
ulent" reform to flout
democracy. Meloni had
warned she could resign
and trigger an early elec-
tion if the plans were reject-
ed, with the secret ballot
seen as a test of her authori-
ty. Meloni's coalition has
overseen a rare period of
political stability for Italy
since her election in 2022,
and last month her govern-
ment became the country's
longest-running since
World War Two. The voting
reform will see the country
move away from its current
hybrid voting system, in
which about a third of mem-
bers are chosen through a
first-past-the-post vote and
the rest through proportion-
al representation. Parties
proposing to form a coali-
tion will be required to put
forward their joint candi-
date for prime minister, and
their political programme,
before any general election.
A party or coalition which
emerges with the largest

share of the votes - provided
this exceeds 42% - will be
awarded 105 additional
seats in parliament (70 in
the lower house and 35 in
the senate), which could
turn a narrow victory into a
more comfortable majority.
Centre-left members held
up signs with slogans
including "No to the scam"
and "fraudulent law" during
a debate ahead of the vote,
and accused the govern-
ment of forcing through the
new voting rules. "Go ahead
and change the electoral
law, we will win in any case
under any voting system,"
said Democratic Party (PD)
leader Elly Schlein. Five
Star leader and former
Prime Minister Giuseppe
Conte told AFP news
agency that the move was "a
mess, a convoluted scheme,
devised solely to find a for-
mula to gain an advantage
in the upcoming elections".
The proposals have also
exposed tensions within the
ranks of Meloni's coalition,
too, with the Brothers of

Italy (FdI) party and its
allies, the far-right League
and centre-right Forza
Italia. Analysts had predict-
ed that Thursday's final
vote was unlikely to fail -
particularly given the num-
ber of lawmakers who
would risk losing their eligi-
bility for a parliamentary
pension if their term was
ended early as a result of
the threatened snap elec-
tion. "To those who hoped to
see the centre-right divid-
ed," Meloni wrote on social
media after the vote, "today
we respond with facts: we
are united, cohesive, and
determined to carry for-
ward the commitments
made to citizens." She
added: "We are introducing
rules designed to promote
the stability and parlia-
mentary coherence of any
government, regardless of
its political colour."
Meloni's term officially
comes to an end in October
2027, although she could
bring elections forward to
the spring.

GAZANS FACE ISRAELI STRIKES DESPITE
CEASEFIRE AS PEACE DEAL STALLS

RUSSIAN STRIKE ON
BUSES KILLS AT LEAST 30

ITALY APPROVES ELECTIONS
OVERHAUL AS OPPOSITION
ACCUSE MELONI OF 'SCAM'

=Most diplomats will leave
the British consulate in occu-
pied East Jerusalem, Israel
says, but the UK insists the
building "will not be closing",
and will operate as a "UK
Mission". "We did not want it
to come to this," Israeli
Foreign Minister Gideon
Saar wrote on social media,
as he said 20 diplomats and
the consul general would
leave Israel while a task force
of seven could remain in the
building "with a very limited
scope of activity". UK Foreign
Secretary Ed Miliband
responded that some staff had
been "temporarily with-
drawn" for security reasons,
but stressed the mission will
"work with the Palestinian
people". Israel said in
September it would shut the
consulate, in retaliation for
UK sanctions on Israeli settle-
ments in the occupied West

Bank which are illegal under
international law. The UK
government had made last-
ditch efforts to persuade
Israel not to close the British
consulate ahead of
Thursday's deadline, after the
Israeli government said it
would close the consulate
within 30 days of the UK sanc-
tions announcement. The
consulate, which was first
established in 1838, handles
UK relations with

Palestinians in Jerusalem as
well as in the West Bank and
Gaza. It is distinct from the
UK embassy in Tel Aviv,
which is the UK's main diplo-
matic hub with Israel. Israeli
Foreign Minister Gideon
Saar said the country had
implemented measures
announced on 8 September in
response to UK sanctions.
"The British Consulate in
Jerusalem is closing its oper-
ations today. Accordingly,

the sign of the British
Consulate in Jerusalem has
been removed," he wrote on
social media. However, the
British flag could still be seen
outside on Thursday morn-
ing, and several staff were
seen entering. Saar said talks
with the UK government had
resulted in agreement on cer-
tain principles, including
that "the consul general and
20 diplomats (including the
consul general) are ending
their duties and will leave
Israel." But Saar acknowl-
edged that the building is
"the property of the British
government" and said Israel
had authorised "a task force
of only seven diplomats with
a very limited scope of activ-
ity" to operate in the build-
ing. As a result of this agree-
ment with the UK, he said,
"no steps will be taken
against Israel".

Most UK diplomats to leave East Jerusalem consulate,
Israel says, as Miliband says 'vital services' to remain

Prosecutors in the United
States have accused
Venezuela's former leader
Nicolás Maduro and his
wife, Cilia Flores, of con-
spiracy to commit torture.
The fresh charges against
the couple were made pub-
lic on Thursday and are in
addition to the drug-traf-
ficking and weapons
charges already brought
against them, which they
have denied. Maduro, 63,
and Flores, 69, have been in
custody since January in a
detention centre in
Brooklyn, where they were
taken after US forces seized
them in a pre-dawn raid on
their compound in the
Venezuelan capital,
Caracas. Human rights

groups in Venezuela and
former prisoners have long
denounced what they have
described as "systematic
torture" in Venezuelan
jails. The new accusations
relate to the alleged torture
of US citizens who were
being held in Venezuela
while Maduro was in
power. The superseding
indictment unsealed on
Thursday accuses the for-
mer presidential couple of
"entrenching themselves
in power" by presiding
"over a system of repres-
sion that relied on violence
against political opposi-
tion, arbitrary detention,
and the torture of
detainees, including
United States citizens". 

Venezuela's ex-leader Nicolás
Maduro charged with con-
spiracy to commit torture

A congressional candidate
in Arizona has said she was
raped in a car park as she
repaired campaign signs late
at night in her district.
Bernadette Greene-
Placentia, a Democrat, told
the Phoenix New Times she
was knocked unconscious
during the alleged attack in
the Phoenix suburb of Sun
City on 14 August, waking
up to find a man on top of
her. She said she did not ini-
tially notify police until fil-
ing a report with the
Maricopa County Sheriff's
Office two weeks later. Her
Republican opponent,
Abraham Hamadeh, urged
authorities in a statement to
"investigate these serious
allegations thoroughly,
including finding all possi-
ble camera footage of the
time and place". "No
American should become a
victim of a crime in their
own community," said
Hamadeh, who is running
for a second term in office.
Greene-Placentia told the
Phoenix New Times she was
"embarrassed" and "just
wanted to forget", but felt

compelled stand up for other
victims. The candidate said
she often speaks on the cam-
paign trail about fighting for
Arizonans. She told the
Phoenix New Times: "I didn't
feel like I could keep saying
that if I weren't also fighting
for women that are victims
of sexual assault." The BBC
has contacted the Maricopa
County Sheriff's Office for
comment. A sheriff's
spokesman told the New
York Times the investiga-
tion was ongoing. After the
attack, Greene-Placentia
said she withdrew from the
public for two days, staying
in an apartment separate
from her husband and skip-
ping a campaign event. 

Arizona congressional candidate
says she was raped while 
repairing campaign sign

Residents airlifted to safety after flooding in central Chile

'EVERY DAY THERE IS KILLING':
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Shai Gilgeous-Alexander has two
MVP trophies, a championship ring

and a record streak of 20-point
games. Now he wants the

usual qualifier dropped. In
an interview with TIME,
the Oklahoma City
Thunder guard said

plainly where he ranks
in the league. He also

took the blame for a
Game 7 loss to

San Antonio
and spoke

about the
teammates
who make
his num-
bers possi-

ble. The

reigning back-to-back MVP did not
soften a word of it. The Thunder
open the 2026-27 season against
those same Spurs on Oct. 20. 

 SHAI GILGEOUS-
ALEXANDER MAKES
SURPRISING “BEST PLAYER”
CLAIM

Speaking from the back of an
SUV outside his offseason home
near Toronto, Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander appears to be confident.
"I think I'm the best player in the
NBA," he said. "I think the produc-
tion that I have night in and night
out is best-player-in-the-NBA pro-
duction. I think the efficiency that I
do it at is best-player-in-the-NBA
efficiency."

The $285 million star's statline
somewhat supports his claim. He
swept the regular-season MVP, scor-
ing title and Finals MVP in a single
year, a feat only Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar, Michael Jordan and
Shaquille O'Neal had managed. In
March he passed Wilt Chamberlain
with 126 straight games of 20 or
more points. Not everyone loves his
style at the free-throw line. Victor
Wembanyama set off the debate in
December by praising "pure and eth-
ical basketball" after a Spurs win.
Gilgeous-Alexander is not bothered.
"And if a narrative on social media
is the worst that comes from this
game for me, well, I'd take that a mil-
lion times out of a million times," he
said. Shai Gilgeous-Alexander

Makes Honest Admission About
Thunder's Roster Oklahoma City
fell to San Antonio in seven games,
and the 6-foot-6 guard pointed at
himself. "The MVP of the league
waited until Game 7 to have a good
game," he said. He also defended
center Chet Holmgren, who finished
the finale with four points. "I don't
think it's on Chet," he said . "I carry
a lot of the weight." Jalen Williams
and Ajay Mitchell had missed key
games in that series. "These guys
rebound, dive on loose balls, do all
the dirty work," he continued.
"They essentially play off of me."
After each MVP award he has
bought his teammates gifts, from
Rolexes in 2025 to Audemars Piguet
watches in May.

UFC middleweight cham-
pion Sean Strickland has
dismissed Nassourdine
Imavov's gym confronta-
tion at the UFC
Performance Institute as
“fake content” and “the
definition of cringe." The
French contender was
filmed being restrained
by security while pressing
Strickland to sign for
their long-discussed title
rematch. A fight now in
doubt amid a bitter pay
dispute between the
champion and the promo-
tion. Negotiations remain
stalled. Strickland has
openly threatened to
vacate the belt and
explore boxing. What
looked like a clear mid-
dleweight title rematch
has turned into a messy
standoff.
Sean Strickland responds
after Nassourdine Imavov
pulled up on him at the
UFC PI today: "Cringe...
his training partner
knows our schedule
because he's trained with
us. But instead chose to go

to the PI with the nicest
underpaid staff and full
security to get content. It
was all fake content. If
anything it's just mildly
uncomfortable. 4 guys
with iPhones and security
lol I just felt awkward."

 IMAVOV INTENSI-
FIES THE PRESSURE AS
STRICKLAND'S CON-
TRACT STANDOFF
POSTPONES THE TITLE
FIGHT
Nassourdine Imavov, the
No. 1 contender at 185
pounds, has been aggres-
sively lobbying for his
title shot after beating
Chris Curtis in August to
cement his position. He
first visited Strickland's
gym, posting a video in
which he said, “I'm here
in your gym. Sign the con-
tract. Do you need a pen?
Or do you need balls?" The
following day, he located
the champion at the UFC
PI in Las Vegas, where the
two almost engaged in a
physical altercation
before staff intervened. 

"Cringe": Nassourdine
Imavov’s UFC PI Exit

Sparks Savage Response
From Sean Strickland

Chad Gable has revealed
that WWE had much bigger
plans for his El Grande
Americano character
before a shoulder injury
changed the angle.
Speaking on INSIGHT with
Chris Van Vliet, Gable
explained that he was sup-
posed to keep pushing the
fake "best luchador in the
world" act while taking
shots at lucha libre. The
character started as a paro-
dy in 2025, with Gable using
a fake accent and very exag-
gerated behaviour. After
his injury last summer,
Ludwig Kaiser took over

the mask and later changed
how the character was
shown. So Gable came back
to face Kaiser in a Mask vs.
Mask match. 

 GABLE PLANNED TO
KEEP ATTACKING
LUCHA LIBRE
The original idea was not
for El Grande Americano
to become a respectful trib-
ute to lucha libre. Gable
said the plan was to keep
building heat around the
character after Rey
Mysterio was injured
before their planned
WrestleMania 41 match.

Gable explained that he was
working the angle through
both El Grande Americano
and his regular Chad Gable
character. His match with
Vikingo also had the same
insults toward lucha libre,
and nobody in the arena
was really safe from them.
"So from there, I continued
kind of this assault right on
the whole lucha libre cul-
ture and all this stuff, and I
did it as both characters."
Gable said the character
could have gone in several
directions while he kept
claiming to be the best
luchador around.

Cody Rhodes has said that meeting
Vidyut Jammwal on the Street
Fighter set left him phoning his wife
about it. "I think I've met the most
handsome man that's ever been
seen," the wrestler told her. He and
Andrew Schulz spent much of a pod-
cast appearance describing the
Indian actor as a monk, as the Jackie
Chan of India and as the GOAT.
Jammwal plays Dhalsim in the film,
which is out on October 16. Rhodes
plays Guile, and Schulz plays Dan
Hibiki in it.

CODY RHODES RANG HOME
AFTER THE FIRST MEETING
The first impression went beyond
the usual courtesies between cast
members. Rhodes said that every-
body who met Jammwal on the pro-
duction went away and told some-
body else about it, and that he was
one of them. He described calling
Brandi Rhodes about it the same day,
and the line he used with her is the
one being shared. The two of them
also agreed that "his body's absolute-

ly shredded" and that he is "one of the
most handsome guys ever."
The meeting itself was not what
Rhodes expected. He admitted that
he initially assumed Jammwal was
in costume, because of the clogs and
the jewelry, and said he was not sure
at first whether the actor spoke
English. "He's a quiet guy until you
open him up," Rhodes said.
Vidyut Jammwal left gifts for the
cast and a scroll on Cody Rhodes' bus

The part of the account that landed
hardest was not about looks.
Jammwal gave Rhodes the skull
necklace he had been wearing,
which Rhodes had noticed on the
first day.
He left more than that behind. "He
wrote a handwritten scroll and left it
on my bus on my last day," Rhodes
said, adding that Jammwal also gave
him two shawls because his daugh-
ter was born during filming. Rhodes

summed up the actor in four words.
"Just the kindest, nicest," he said,
before confirming that Jammwal is a
practicing monk rather than that
being a joke about him.

VIDYUT JAMMWAL TOLD THEM
PROTEIN IS A MYTH
The conversations on set went some-
where neither of them expected.
Asked how he maintains his
physique on a diet with no meat,
Jammwal told them that "protein is a
myth." The reply stopped the conver-
sation. "I was like, sorry, say that
again," one of them recalled, and they
said it was a new subject every day
with him. They also pressed him on
his background. Jammwal told them
that Kalaripayattu, the oldest form of
martial art, began in India, and that
ten generations of his family have
practiced it. "If you look up his stunt
work, it's f***ing unbelievable," they
said. Jammwal has invited both men
to come to India, and Rhodes said
WWE has wanted to run something
there for years. 

WWE HAD VERY DIFFERENT
PLANS FOR EL GRANDE

AMERICANO; DETAILS REVEALED

A new-look Indian women's
national team held their own
for much of the first half
before conceding a 0-4 defeat
to Russia in the first of two
international friendlies at a
rain-soaked Kishore Bharati
Krirangan on Thursday.
Iana Sheina's moment of
brilliance gave the visitors
the lead in the 40th minute,
and substitute Kira
Petukhova struck twice in
the 60th and 65th minutes.
Iana Svistunova completed
the scoring in the 81st
minute as Russia's sustained
pressure wore down the
Blue Tigresses after the
break. Head coach Crispin
Chettri used the occasion to
test his emerging players,
handing international
debuts to Babysana Devi

Thingbaijam, Malati
Munda, Cindy Colney,
Shubhangi Singh, Dhurga
Perumal and Sibani Devi
Nongmeikapam. Goalkeeper
Monalisha Devi
Moirangthem made her first
start and earned her third
cap overall. The 69th-ranked
Blue Tigresses faced a con-
siderable challenge against

27th-ranked Russia in what
was India's first-ever
women's international
match in Kolkata. Yet, for
much of the opening half, the
hosts defended with disci-
pline and created opportuni-
ties that could have changed
the course of the contest.
Russia enjoyed more posses-
sion and territorial control,

pushing players forward to
stretch India's defensive
shape. The Blue Tigresses
responded with a compact
block, tracking runners and
closing passing lanes, while
Monalisha stood firm behind
them. India's best opening
came around the half-hour
mark when the ball dropped
kindly for Malavika P for a
potential close-range finish.
Russian goalkeeper Natalia
Silina reacted quickly,
charging out to deal with the
danger before the forward
could capitalise. Lynda Kom
Serto also had an opportuni-
ty later in the half, but India
were unable to turn their
moments of promise into a
goal. The breakthrough
instead came through
Sheina's individual quality. 

When you make a comeback
to the Indian cricket team
after four years at the age of
36, that too as a specialist
pacer, there is bound to be a
buzz. The same is the case
with Bhuvneshwar Kumar.
The veteran pacer last
played for India in
November 2022. He will
again be seen in action in
the blue jersey starting this
month against New
Zealand. Bhuvneshwar
Kumar's vast experience,
coupled with his strong IPL
form over the past two sea-
sons, has led to his recall to
India's T20I squad for the
New Zealand series, assis-
tant coach Sitanshu Kotak
said in Ranchi on
Wednesday. The 36-year-old
veteran pacer, who last
played for India during the

November 2022 series
against New Zealand, has
earned a well-deserved
return to the national side
after impressive perform-
ances for Royal Challengers
Bengaluru in the IPL, hav-
ing played a key role in
RCB's back-to-back title tri-
umphs in 2025 and 2026.
Bhuvneshwar took 45 wick-
ets across the two seasons

(17 in 2025 and 28 in 2026).
India will face New Zealand
in a T20I series after the
ongoing five-match engage-
ment against the West
Indies, and Kotak suggested
that the selectors may have
felt the need to add experi-
ence to an otherwise young
bowling group. "One thing
is obviously with the selec-
tors, but I can give you an

answer based on what I
think. In England, I person-
ally felt that with Bumrah
not being around and a lot of
young bowlers playing, you
can't beat experience,"
Kotak said at the pre-match
media interaction ahead of
the second T20I against the
West Indies. "The young
bowlers are good, they are
performing well and getting
selected, but at some stage
you also need some experi-
ence. "That might be one
reason. Another thing is
that Bhuvneshwar has been
doing really well in the IPL
for the last two seasons. So
the selectors must have
thought that, for New
Zealand conditions and all,
obviously he has been
doing well and we need
some experience. 

The Pakistan Super League
(PSL) will run concurrently
with the Indian Premier
League (IPL) for the third
successive year, with the
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) on Thursday confirm-
ing March 18 to May 2 as the
window for the 12th edition of
its premier T20 competition.
The PCB finalised the win-
dow after consultations with
the owners and representa-
tives of the eight franchises
at a PSL Governing Council
meeting in London on
September 1. The PSL win-
dow again overlaps with the
IPL, which is traditionally
held during the same period.
The PCB had shift-
ed the PSL's
2025 win-
d o w
f r o m

February-March because of
international commitments
and other events, resulting in
the two leagues being played
simultaneously. The PCB
said details of the schedule,
venues and ticketing
arrangements would be

announced later. The next
phase of preparations
will include direct

signings, player
retentions, a trade
window and the
player auction. The

PCB is yet to release

the audited financial details
of the 11th edition, although
there have been reports of
broadcasters falling short of
revenue targets and some
franchises expressing dissat-
isfaction over their financial
returns from the league. The
board also recently sold the
broadcasting rights for its
25-match home internation-
al season across all three for-
mats for Rs 350 crore, signif-
icantly below its reported
initial asking price of Rs 600
crore. 

Carlos Alcaraz, Jannik Sinner, Naomi Osaka
Commit To Australian Open '1 Point Slam'

he Australian Open
will revive its innova-
tive "1 Point Slam" in

2027 with Carlos Alcaraz,
Coco Gauff, Naomi Osaka
and Jannik Sinner among
those agreeing to take part
Thursday. The sudden-
death contest was played
for the first time at
Melbourne Park this year
ahead of the opening Grand
Slam of the year, pitting 24
professionals alongside 24
amateurs and celebrity
wildcards. Each match con-
sisted of just one point --
win and you advanced, lose
and you were out. Against
the odds, amateur Jordan
Smith sensationally upset
the star-studded field at a
packed Rod Laver Arena to
collect a Aus$1 million
(US$670,000) prize.

T

Team India Picked Bhuvneshwar Kumar Again
After 4 Years, Coach Reveals What Changed

Third Year Running: Pakistan Super League
Refuses To Avoid IPL Window

NEW-LOOK INDIA WOMEN GO DOWN 0-4
TO RUSSIA IN KOLKATA FRIENDLY

NBA Champion Shai Gilgeous-Alexander Makes Bold "Best
Player In The NBA" Claim Ahead Of 2026-27 Season

"MOST HANDSOME MAN
THAT'S EVER BEEN SEEN"

Cody Rhodes Praises Vidyut Jammwal On Street Fighter Set
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ing of Entertainment'
Sri Vishnu is going to
entertain with

'Comrade Kalyan' as a peri-
od elements, humor,
romance, and emotional
entertainer. Directed by
Janaki Ram Marella, this
film is presented by Kona
Venkat. Produced by
Venkata Krishna Karnati
and Seetha Karnati under
the banner of Skanda
Vahana Motion Pictures
LLP. Mahima Nambiar is
the heroine. With the
already released glimpses
and teaser songs, expecta-
tions have increased on the
film. 'Comrade Kalyan' is
going to be released in the-
aters worldwide on October
9. On this occasion, the
makers organized a pre-
release press meet.
Speaking at the press meet,
hero Sri Vishnu said.. Hello
everyone. 'Comrade
Kalyan' is releasing on
October 9. Everyone can
happily go to this movie

with their families during
the Dussehra season and
enjoy it to the fullest.
Children will also like this
movie very much. All the
content we have released
has received a very good
response. We are promot-
ing the movie well during
the time we have. I hope
you will enjoy watching the
movie in the theater. I was
very excited when I did this
character in it. I have also
said some big dialogues in
it. You will definitely enjoy
listening to them.,The point
chosen in this story is a bit
serious. This point can be
made in any language
around the world. It seemed
very interesting that we
added a Naxal backdrop to
it. It came out as a very
good entertainer commer-
cially. You will all like it.
Kona Venkat said..Hello
everyone. Today our
'Comrade Kalyan'.. from
tomorrow he will become
'Comedy Kalyan'. Every

hero has fans. Fans of all
heroes also like Sri Vishnu.
The title 'Andarivadu' suits
Sri Vishnu. He gets along
very well with all heroes
and all fans. Sri Vishnu is a
person who wants the best
for everyone. Everything
came together for this film.
Every content we released
received a very wonderful
response. This film is a two-
year journey. For this film,
we reshot in all states like
Orissa, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu. We made this film in
new locations that no one
has explored. This is the
first film experience for
producer Krishna. He made
this film without compro-
mising anywhere. I want
the audience to give
Krishna the first experi-
ence, the best experience.
Sri Vishnu is increasing
his audience for his film.
He is in everyone's homes.
He has fans for his comedy
timing. He plans every film
very carefully. 

'COMRADE KALYAN' IS A
HILARIOUS FUN ENTERTAINER

early three decades
after Bharateeyudu
introduced Senapathy

to Telugu audiences, and two
years after Bharateeyudu 2
brought the iconic vigilante
back into the present, the
franchise is now preparing
to reveal the story behind the
man himself. The journey
that began with Kamal
Haasan and Shankar in 1996
has grown into a larger nar-
rative spanning generations,
with the glimpse of
Bharateeyudu 3 pointing
towards a compelling new
chapter in Senapathy’s past.
Its period setting, freedom-
struggle backdrop and
glimpses of the forces that
shaped him have already
created strong curiosity
around what lies ahead.

The Bharateeyudu 3
glimpse, unveiled as part of
Bharateeyudu 2, marked a
striking departure from the
contemporary world of the
franchise. Set against the
backdrop of the freedom
struggle, it presented a
younger Senapathy and
opened a window into the
historical circumstances

behind the character audi-
ences have known for
decades. The glimpse also
introduced Kajal Aggarwal

in a significant role and fea-
tured S. J. Suryah, while its
period setting, action and
dramatic visuals offered an

early indication of the
scale and tone of the third
chapter.
That period setting is cen-
tral to the identity of
Bharateeyudu 3. The orig-
inal Indian, known as
Bharateeyudu in Telugu,
established Senapathy as
a former freedom fighter
whose uncompromising
sense of justice eventually
led him to wage a personal

war against corruption. The
third chapter turns back to
the experiences that shaped
those convictions, taking the
audience deeper into the
making of the man behind
the legend. Director Shankar
has previously confirmed
that the film contains a sub-
stantial period portion, open-
ing up a different dimension
of Senapathy’s journey.
The film is now moving into
a crucial stage of production,
with editing currently
underway and the remain-
ing portions of the shoot
scheduled to begin in 10
days. A release date
announcement is also
expected soon, setting up the
next major milestone for
Bharateeyudu 3.
At the centre of the film is
Kamal Haasan as
Senapathy, with S. Shankar
directing and also providing
the story. The screenplay is
by S. Shankar, B.
Jeyamohan, Kabilan
Vairamuthu and Lakshmi
Saravana Kumar. The film
features S. J. Suryah, Priya
Bhavani Shankar, Kajal
Aggarwal, Siddharth, Rakul
Preet Singh, Nedumudi
Venu, Vivek, Kalidas
Jayaram, Gulshan Grover,
Samuthirakani, Bobby
Simha, Brahmanandam,
Zakir Hussain, Piyush
Mishra, Guru
Somasundaram, Delhi
Ganesh, Jayaprakash,
Manobala and Ashwini
Thangaraj. Anirudh compos-
es the music, Ravi Varman
handles cinematography
and T. Muthuraj serves as

production designer.
Subaskaran Allirajah has
emerged as one of the promi-
nent producers of contempo-
rary Indian cinema, with
Lyca Productions becoming
a force behind ambitious,
large-scale filmmaking.
From Kaththi and 2.0 to
Mani Ratnam’s Ponniyin
Selvan epic, his productions
have consistently brought
together leading creative tal-
ent and stories of remark-
able scale. His vision has
extended beyond commer-
cial ambition to films that
have left a lasting mark on
Indian cinema.
Bharateeyudu 3 continues
that legacy, bringing Kamal
Haasan and Shankar togeth-
er once again under his lead-
ership at Lyca Productions.
GKM Tamil Kumaran heads
Lyca Productions, while
Sundar Raj serves as the
Executive Producer, further
driving the project’s produc-
tion. Titled Indian 3 in Tamil,
Hindustani 3 in Hindi and
Bharateeyudu 3 in Telugu,
the film carries Senapathy’s
story into a period that has so
far only been glimpsed by
audiences. With editing pro-
gressing and the remaining
shoot approaching, the proj-
ect is steadily moving
towards completion. The
next chapter now promises
to take audiences deeper into
the struggle, sacrifice and
experiences that shaped
Senapathy, while the release
date announcement is set to
reveal when this new chap-
ter of the franchise will reach
the big screen.

Produced by Ramesh Zilla
and directed by
Chanakya Zilla, the
movie "Good Time" is pre-
sented by Echo Craft
Media under the banner
of Movie Brats. The film
stars Nikhil Gajula,
Anyukta Nalani, Hrithik
Shetty and Dhanraj in

lead roles. The movie
"Good Time" is coming for
grand theatrical release
on 9th of this month.
Director Anil
Vishwanath and heroine
Kamakshi Bhaskar host-
ed the pre-release event of
this film in Hyderabad on
Wednesday.

Telugu crime comedy ‘Baa
Baa Black Sheep’, which
has been shot entirely in
Meghalaya, is gearing up
for a grand worldwide the-
atrical release on October
9, 2026. The trailer, teaser
and two songs released so
far have received a posi-
tive response from audi-
ences. In this backdrop,
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K. Sangma
released a special video
congratulating the team of
‘Baa Baa Black Sheep’.
Calling it “a proud
moment for our state,”
Conrad K. Sangma said
that ‘Baa Baa Black Sheep’

is the first South Indian
film to be shot entirely in
Meghalaya and that the
film will take the beauty of
the state to audiences
beyond its hills. Referring

to Meghalaya’s mist-cov-
ered hills, breathtaking
waterfalls, pristine rivers
and living root bridges, he
said, “Cinema is another
wonderful opportunity to

share our land with the
world.” Sangma congratu-
lated producer Venu
Donepudi, Chitralayam
Studios, the cast and the
technical team.

War Mode – Kamal Haasan and Shankar
Set the Stage for Senapathy’s Resurgence

Meghalaya CM Conrad K. Sangma Appreciates ‘Baa Baa Black
Sheep’, the First South Indian Film Shot Entirely in Meghalaya

"Good Time" movie
pre release event

Directed by Manoj
Kumar, the film 'Premane
Oorilo' is jointly produced
by Chandu Srinivas,
Suresh Kondeti and
Mamatha Devendra M
under the banners of
Maharatna Productions,
SK Pictures and Vanilla
Entertainments. Sri Ram,
Ramika Shiva and
Tapaswini Poonachha are
playing the lead roles in

this film. The film, which
was recently released, is
being successfully
screened with a super hit
talk with the support of
all sections of the audi-
ence. In this context, the
grand success meet of the
film 'Premane Oorilo' was
organized in Hyderabad.
Dialogue King Saikumar
participated as a guest in
this program.

Dialogue King Sai Kumar
as a guest at the grand

thanksgiving meet of the
movie "Premane Oorilo..

BHARATEEYUDU 3: 
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