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Nalgonda: District Collector 
B. Chandrashekhar has 
urged officials to ensure the 
judicious use of available 
water and to raise public 
awareness regarding water 
conservation, in order to pre-
vent potential drinking 
water shortages caused by 
the impact of El Niño. 

On Thursday, he held a 
meeting in his chamber with 
officials and experts from the 
RWS (Rural Water Supply), 
Mission Bhagiratha, 
Irrigation, Electricity, 
Panchayat Raj, and Public 
Health departments to 
review the drinking water 
situation.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Professor Satish from IIT 
Hyderabad noted that El 
Niño is expected to have a 
global impact on drinking 
water, irrigation, power gen-
eration, and agriculture; he 
advised that available 
resources and technology 

should be utilized effectively 
to manage water supplies. 
The Collector stated that 
although seven mandals in 
the district have received 
normal rainfall, water levels 
are likely to decline in the 
coming days.

He emphasized the need 
for careful water consump-
tion until the next monsoon 
season and directed that 
every village be informed 
that wasting water could lead 
to severe drinking water 
shortages. 

He further instructed 
officials to collect data on 
current water resources 
and storage levels across 
all villages, mandals, and 
municipal areas to prepare 
an audit report. 
Additionally, he ordered 
that pipeline leakages be 
addressed and that areas 
where no water is wasted 
be designated as "water-
waste-free villages/zones."

Collector urges 
water conservation 
amid El Niño threat

Create public awareness 
on water and power conservation: 

Minister Seethakka

Mulugu: Minister 
Seethakka urged the 
Indian Red Cross Society 
to undertake extensive 
efforts to prepare the 
public to face drought 
conditions arising from 
the impact of El Niño. On 
Thursday, the newly 
elected district govern-
ing body members of the 
Indian Red Cross Society, 
Mulugu district, led by 
District Chairman Dr. 
Allem Appaiah, paid a 

courtesy visit to the 
Minister at her camp 
office.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister 
advised people to focus 
on conserving electrici-
ty, irrigation water and 
drinking water in view of 
the challenging condi-
tions prevailing at pres-
ent. She also urged farm-
ers to opt for short-dura-
tion crops that require 
less water to tackle 

drought conditions.
She called upon the 

Red Cross Society to cre-
ate awareness among the 
public and play an active 
role in helping people 
overcome such challeng-
ing circumstances.

The Minister assured 
the delegation that neces-
sary funds would be allo-
cated for the construc-
tion of the Indian Red 
Cross Society building at 
the district headquar-

ters. She directed 
Panchayat Raj Executive 
Officer Linga Reddy to 
immediately prepare the 
proposals required for 
the building's construc-
tion.Those who met the 
Minister included Indian 
Red Cross Society 
District Vice-Chairman 
Gangishetti Srinivas, 
Secretary Kotte 
Rajireddy, Treasurer 
Shirupa Satish Kumar, 
and district governing 

The South India Times // 
Nagarkurnool 
District Collector Hemanta 
Keshav Patil has directed 
officials and staff to strictly 
follow the guidelines pre-
scribed by the Government 
of India to ensure the smooth 
and effective conduct of the 
second phase of the census in 
Nagarkurnool district. He 
stressed the need to maintain 
accuracy at every stage and 
ensure that there was no 
scope for errors in the census 
process.

The Collector, along with 
Achampet Sub-Collector 
Saloni Chhabra and 
Additional Collectors B. 

Chennayya and Deva 
Sahayam, inaugurated a 
two-day training pro-
gramme for census officials 
at the main hall of the 
Nagarkurnool Collectorate 
on Thursday. The pro-
gramme was organised to 
train district-level officials, 
Revenue Divisional Officers 
(RDOs), municipal commis-
sioners, census charge offi-

cers and assistant charge 
officers on their roles, 
responsibilities and proce-
dures to be followed during 
the second phase.

Addressing the gathering, 
Hemanta Keshav Patil said 
the census was a crucial 
government exercise and 
that officials must ensure 
the accuracy and reliability 
of the information collected. 
He instructed them to thor-
oughly understand the 
rules, regulations and guide-
lines issued by the 
Government of India and 
exercise utmost care while 
collecting, verifying and 
recording data.

The Collector directed offi-
cials and staff to discharge 
their assigned responsibili-
ties efficiently and imple-
ment the procedures 
explained during the train-
ing while performing their 
field duties. He advised them 
to clarify any doubts during 
the training sessions and fol-
low the prescribed methods 
without negligence.

Collector stresses 
error-free Census 
Phase II

Hyderabad (TSIT): 
Vaaradhi Trust has called 
for greater public awareness 
of generic medicines, trans-
parent drug pricing and 
improved access to quality-
assured, affordable medi-
cines to reduce the financial 
burden of healthcare on 
families.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Press Club in 
Somajiguda on Thursday, 
Mr. Subbarao Kattamuri, 
Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, and Mr. M. 
Ravindra Vikram, Trustee, 
highlighted the need for a 
wider public conversation 
on healthcare costs, out-of-
pocket expenditure, pre-
scription practices and med-

icine pricing. The Trust 
noted that recurring medi-
cine expenses place a signifi-
cant financial burden on 
families, particularly those 
managing chronic condi-
tions such as diabetes, 
hypertension and cardiovas-
cular diseases. Despite 
health insurance and gov-
ernment schemes, many 

households continue to bear 
the cost of medicines pur-
chased outside hospitalisa-
tion.

The Trust emphasised 
addressing misconceptions 
about generic medicine 
quality and improving pub-
lic confidence through evi-
dence-based information. It 
called for greater awareness 

of medicine composition, 
quality standards and price 
comparisons, and stressed 
appropriate generic-name 
prescribing and substitution 
practices while ensuring 
patient safety.

Highlighting variations in 
medicine prices, the Trust 
called for a review of pricing 
practices and greater trans-
parency in the pharmaceuti-
cal supply chain. It pointed 
to differences between MRP 
and Price to Stockist of 
branded generic medicines 
and recommended an evi-
dence-based review of exist-
ing pricing mechanisms, 
while noting the role of 
NPPA and DPCO in regulat-
ing prices.

Generic medicines can help reduce 
healthcare costs: Vaaradhi Trust

Narayanpet,  (TSIT): 
The Krishi Bachao 
Abhiyan programme was 
conducted on Thursday 
at 38 Rythu Vedika cen-
tres equipped with video 
conferencing facilities 
across Narayanpet dis-
trict. Telangana State 
Agriculture Minister 
Thummala Nageswara 
Rao, Agriculture 
Department Secretary 
Suresh Surendramohan 
and Agriculture 
Department Director Dr. 
Gopi participated 
through video conferenc-
ing and provided guid-
ance to farmers.

Officials advised farm-
ers not to cultivate paddy 

during the current Rabi 
season and instead opt for 
alternative crops such as 
pulses, oilseeds and vege-
tables. They explained 
that due to El Niño's 
impact, water levels in 
tanks, wells and bore-
wells were declining, 
making paddy cultivation 
inadvisable. They recom-
mended cultivating alter-

native crops that require 
less water.

As part of the Krishi 
Bachao Abhiyan, being 
jointly implemented by 
the Central and State gov-
ernments, agricultural 
officials were instructed 
to encourage farmers to 
conduct soil tests and use 
fertilizers based on the 
results. 

Krishi Bachao Abhiyan held 
across Narayanpet

Lightning kills 17 goats in Kanchipuram
Kanchipuram (TSIT): A devastating 
lightning strike has left a couple in 
Kanchipuram district facing heavy 
losses after killing their entire herd of 
goats. Sekar and Rani, residents of 
Sethupattu area near Uttaramerur, 
depend on goat rearing for their liveli-
hood. Yesterday afternoon, they were 
grazing their 17 goats in nearby agri-
cultural lands as usual. Around 2:00 
pm, a sudden thundershower swept 

through the area, catching the grazing 
animals in the open. A bolt of light-
ning struck the herd directly, and all 
17 goats died on the spot. The incident 
has caused severe financial hardship 
for the couple, who lost their entire 
livelihood in an instant. Local resi-
dents expressed shock over the trage-
dy, and the incident highlights the 
dangers posed by sudden thunder-
storms in rural areas.

Warangal police 
warn against 
QVSE fraud
Warangal (TSIT): 
Warangal Police 
Commissioner N. 
Swetha advised the 

public to 
remain 
vigilant 
against 
online 
invest-
ment 
frauds. 

She stated that central 
and state cybercrime 
departments had 
issued warnings about 
large-scale online 
investment scams 
being carried out 
through the QVSE 
(Quantum Vest Stock 
Exchange) app.
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SCAN FOR 
E-PAPER

OM NAMO 
VENKATESAYA

17� 10 � 2026

Total pilgrims : 83,806

Tonsures : 34,449

Hundi kanukalu : 3.17 CR 

Laddu sale... 4.73Lac

Annaprasadam.. 2.41Lac

Ashwini hospital..8,353

Present Situation on 18-10-2026:

Waiting Compartments..Outside line at 

Krishna teja guest house.

Approx. Darsan Time for Sarvadarshanam 
(with out SSD Tokens)...12  H.rs

4 devotees 
killed in 
Kakinada 
SUV crash

SHORT TAKES

Amaravati (TSIT): 
At least four Bhavani dev-
otees were killed when a 
speeding SUV rammed 
into them in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Kakinada dis-
trict on Thursday, police 
said.  Another devotee 
was also injured in the 
accident that occurred 
near Kathipudi in 
Prathipadu constituency. 
According to police, the 
accident occurred when 
the devotees were cross-
ing the road to have tea 
after the bus in which 
they were travelling broke 
down. The bus, carrying 
devotees from 
Vizianagaram district, 
was on its way to 
Vijayawada. They were 
heading to Vijayawada for 
‘darshan’ at Sri Kanaka 
Durga Temple. 

1 killed, 100 
injured in 
traditional 
stick fight 
Kurnool: One person was 
killed, and more than 100 
were injured in the tradi-
tional fight with sticks 
during the Dussehra cele-
brations in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Kurnool dis-
trict.  Like every year, two 
groups attacked each 
other with sticks during 
Devaragattu Banni Utsav 
held as part of celebra-
tions at Deveragattu vil-
lage in Holagonda ‘man-
dal’ (block) late on 
Wednesday night. The 
injured were admitted to 
hospitals at Adoni and 
Alur, and the condition of 
10 of them is stated to be 
critical. Those with sim-
ple injuries were treated 
at a temporary hospital 
set up by the authorities.

US targets 
lawyers 
behind Iran's 
shadow fleet
Washington (TSIT): The 
United States has sanctioned 
a law firm, shipping agents 
and vessel operators accused 
of helping Iran conceal own-
ership of ships and move oil 
and other commodities, 
extending its financial 
crackdown to the profession-
al services supporting 
Tehran’s overseas trade.The 
Treasury Department on 
Wednesday (local time) tar-
geted Karnakis and 
Karnakis, a law firm based 
in Panama and Greece, five 
people associated with it, 
and maritime businesses in 
Singapore and Dubai. 

TN caps car costs 
for ministers, MLAs
CHENNAI (TSIT): 

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has fixed a ceiling of Rs 
26 lakh for purchasing offi-
cial cars for minis-
ters and senior legis-
lative functionaries, 
while setting a Rs 15 
lakh limit for other 
MLAs under revised 
rules governing vehicle enti-
tlements. The changes have 
been notified through a new 
gazette amending the travel-
ling allowance rules applica-
ble to members of the Tamil 

Nadu Legislative Assembly. 
The notification lays down 
purchase limits, procure-
ment procedures, ownership 
arrangements and condi-

tions for returning 
government vehicles. 
Apart from ministers, 
the Rs 26 lakh ceiling 
will apply to the 
Speaker, Deputy 

Speaker, Leader of the 
Opposition and Government 
Chief Whip. All other 
Assembly members will be 
eligible for vehicles costing 
up to Rs 15 lakh. 

NDA accuses YSRCP of 
obstructing local polls

AMARAVATI (TSIT): 

The ruling National 
Democratic Alliance in 
Andhra Pradesh said it 
respects the decision of the 
State Election Commission 
to pause the election process 
for Urban Local Bodies fol-
lowing the Supreme Court 
direction, but accused oppo-
sition YSR Congress Party of 
trying to stop local body elec-
tions through conspiracies. 

Top leaders of the Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP), Jana 

Sena Party (JSP) and 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) issued a joint state-
ment after the State Election 
Commission (SEC) decided 
to stop, forthwith, the elec-

tion process in all 100 Urban 
Local Bodies.

On a petition by the 
YSRCP, the Supreme Court 
on Wednesday directed the 
SEC to postpone the final list 
of candidates till October 25.

The SEC will take a deci-
sion on Thursday on extend-
ing the last date of filing 
nominations in Urban Local 
Bodies, wherever it is of the 
view that candidates were 
unable to file their nomina-
tions due to the law and 
order situation.

Shah rules out Congress 
comeback for 30 years

NEW DELHI (TSIT): 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Thursday launched a 
scathing attack on Leader of 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi, taking a jibe at 

his "foreign visits" and saying 
that Congress "won't get a 
chance to return to power for 
the next 30 years". 

HM Shah made the 
remarks at the inauguration 
and foundation laying of the 
Yamuna revival projects in 
New Delhi.

Addressing a gathering, 
he said: "The country has 
realised Rahul ji that you 
and your associates want 
to protect the votes of the 
illegal infiltrators under 
the garb of 'vote chori' alle-
gations." 

YSRCP leaders, Kadapa MP 
detained during nominations

Vijayawada, Oct 22 : Kadapa MP Y.S. Avinash Reddy 
Ravindranath Reddy, former Deputy Chief Minister 
Amzath Basha and MLC Ramachandra Reddy were 
among several YSR Congress Party leaders detained in 
Andhra Pradesh on Thursday during the filing of 
nominations for MPTC and ZPTC elections. 

Paris, Oct 21 : The Indian Embassy 
in France issued a travel and safe-
ty advisory on Wednesday, urging 
its nationals and those travelling 
to the Western European country 
to remain vigilant after protests 
over the rising cost of living broke 
out into violent clashes.

Jo Jo’ Caution 2 
Brings Rustic 
Romance, Unfiltered 
Banter and a 
Refreshingly 
Unconventional 
Test of Love

India issues advisory for 
its citizens in France

CINEMA

CJP leaders skip crime 
branch questioning

New Delhi: Cockroach 
Janata Party (CJP) activ-
ists Saurabh Das, 
Ashutosh Ranka and 
Ajinkya Shinde did not 
appear before the Delhi 
Police Crime Branch for 
questioning on Thursday 
after being summoned to 
join the probe at 12 noon.

The three have sought 
additional time from the 
Delhi Police, following 
which the police will 
issue fresh notices to 
them.

The Crime Branch had 
summoned the three 
leaders to its Rajouri 
Garden office for ques-
tioning. The develop-
ment comes after a 
Special Executive 
Magistrate (SEM) court 
ordered the release of 
Das and Ranka from judi-
cial custody after accept-
ing their personal and 
surety bonds and taking 
written undertakings 
from them to maintain 
peace and abide by the 
law.  SEM Ritu Raj direct-
ed the two leaders to fur-

nish personal and surety 
bonds of Rs 50,000 each 
until the conclusion of 
the enquiry. The court 
also directed them to 
appear on every hearing 
date and comply with the 
conditions specified in 
their bonds and under-
takings.

In their written under-
takings, Das and Ranka 
promised not to breach 

peace or disturb public 
tranquillity. They also 
undertook not to call for 
protests at Jantar Mantar 
until the site is denotified 
in accordance with the 
law, and said any future 
protests would be con-
ducted within the consti-
tutional framework.

“Further judicial cus-
tody does not appear to 
be necessary at this 

stage, particularly after 
written undertakings 
before this Court,” the 
SEM court observed 
while ordering their 
release.

The court directed the 
investigating officer to 
submit a verification 
report regarding the 
sureties at the next hear-
ing. The matter has been 
listed for further pro-
ceedings on October 23 at 
3 pm, with the two lead-
ers and their sureties 
directed to remain pres-
ent.

Das and Ranka were 
detained in connection 
with an October 13 pro-
test at Jantar Mantar, 
which had been denoti-
fied as a designated pro-
test site. The police had 
alleged that they entered 
the area through private 
premises and violated 
conditions relating to 
maintaining peace. The 
SEM court has clarified 
that the enquiry in the 
matter will continue in 
accordance with the law. 

India, Poland to deepen 
strategic ties

NEW DELHI (TSIT): 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said on Thursday 
that India and Poland 
agreed to deepen ties in 
defence, space and nuclear 
energy and invited Polish 
companies to engage with 
India in co-development 
and co-production in these 
sectors.

While addressing a joint 
press meet with Polish PM 
Donald Tusk following 
their talks at Hyderabad 
House in New Delhi on 
Thursday, PM Modi 
recalled how India and 
Poland elevated ties to the 
status of Strategic 
Partnership during his 
visit to Warsaw in 2024 and 
noted that the bilateral 
partnership has gained 
new momentum over the 
past two years.

"I am delighted to extend 
a warm welcome to the 
Prime Minister of Poland 
in India. During my visit to 
Poland in 2024, he had 
warmly welcomed me and 
my delegation. During that 
visit, we elevated our rela-

tionship to the status of 
Strategic Partnership. 
Building on this strong 
foundation, our partner-
ship has gained new 
momentum over the past 
two years. And today, in 
our meeting with the 
Prime Minister, we have 
taken several significant 
decisions to further 
strengthen our strategic 
partnership," he said.

The Prime Minister said 
that India and Poland are 
emerging as important 
centres of growth, technol-
ogy and innovation when 
the world is going through 
a period of uncertainty and 
change.

"Today, we have agreed 
to deepen our ties in the 
fields of defence, space, 

and nuclear energy. We 
invite Polish companies to 
work with India on co-
development and co-pro-
duction in all these strate-
gic sectors," he stated.

Highlighting the 'Good 
Mahraja' connect between 
India and Poland, PM Modi 
said, "The friendship 
between India and Poland is 
not merely based on diplo-
matic relations, but on a 
shared heritage of humanity 
and compassion. During the 
Second World War, the royal 
families of Jamnagar and 
Kolhapur had provided shel-
ter to thousands of Polish 
children and families in 
India. Even today, the people 
of Poland remember Jam 
Saheb as Dobry Maharadza 
(The Good Maharaja)."

"Today, we have agreed to deepen 
our ties in the fields of defence, 
space, and nuclear energy. We 

invite Polish companies to work 
with India on co-development and 

co-production in all these 
strategic sectors," 

BEYOND CASTE AND RELIGION: INDIA NEEDS LEADERS WHO PUT PEOPLE FIRST
BY Binish Thomas
Senior journalist

Imagine two people hoping to 
contest an election. One has 
spent years helping local resi-
dents, solving problems and 

earning people's trust. The other 
has done very little for the public 
but belongs to the caste or reli-
gious community that has the 
largest number of voters in the 
constituency.

Who should get the
 election ticket?

The answer should be obvious. 
The person who has worked for 
the people and proved their abili-
ty deserves the opportunity. 
Unfortunately, Indian politics 
does not always work this way.

Political parties often look at 
the caste and religious back-
grounds of voters before selecting 
their candidates. In many con-
stituencies, a candidate's religion 
or caste can become more impor-
tant than their achievements, 
honesty or ability to serve the 
public.

This raises an important ques-
tion: Are political parties choos-
ing the best leaders, or simply 
choosing candidates who belong 
to the right community?

Why should religion decide 
who gets an election ticket?

Before elections, we often hear 
people describing constituencies 
as Hindu-majority, Muslim-
majority or Christian-majority 
areas. In other places, a particu-
lar caste may have a large num-
ber of voters.Political parties 

study these numbers and often 
select candidates from the com-
munity they believe will help 
them win. But is this the right 
approach?Just because a constit-
uency has a large Christian popu-
lation does not mean that only a 
Christian can represent it. 
Similarly, a Muslim-majority 
constituency does not necessarily 
need a Muslim candidate, nor 
should a Hindu-majority constit-
uency automatically be repre-
sented by a Hindu.

People vote for different rea-
sons. They want good roads, bet-
ter hospitals, quality education, 
jobs, clean drinking water and 
honest leaders who listen to their 
problems. These needs are the 
same regardless of religion or 
caste.For example, imagine a 
Hindu leader who has worked for 
years to improve schools, hospi-
tals and roads in a Muslim-
majority constituency. Should 
that person be denied an election 
ticket simply because they are 
not Muslim? Certainly not.

If the leader has earned peo-
ple's trust through hard work, 
that should matter more than 
religious identity. The same prin-
ciple must apply to every religion 
and caste. Political parties should 
ask one simple question before 
selecting a candidate: What has 
this person done for the people?

 The Vijay example and the 
larger question

Tamil Nadu provides an inter-
esting example for discussing 
this issue. Chief Minister C. 

Joseph Vijay formed his govern-
ment with a nine-member cabi-
net. His approach to choosing 
leaders raises a larger question 
about what political parties 
should value when selecting peo-
ple for important positions.The 
focus should be on a person's 
achievements, leadership quali-
ties, honesty and ability to serve 
the public. A good leader should 
be able to recognize talent regard-
less of religion or caste.If a 
Christian is the best candidate in 
a Hindu-majority constituency, 
that person should get the oppor-
tunity. If a Muslim has an excel-
lent record of public service in a 
Christian-majority constituency, 
religion should not stand in the 
way. The same should apply to a 
Hindu candidate contesting in a 
Muslim-majority area.What mat-
ters is whether the candidate is 
capable of representing everyone. 
A minister or elected representa-
tive is not supposed to work only 
for people belonging to their own 
community. Their responsibility 
is to serve every citizen.
Ultimately, Vijay's government, 
like any other government, 
should be judged by the work it 
does and the results it delivers. 
That is the standard political par-
ties across India should follow.

Achievements should matter 
more than caste

India has a long history of 
caste discrimination. Many com-
munities have faced unfair treat-
ment and have been denied 
opportunities for generations.

This is why the Constitution 
provides reserved seats for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes in legislatures. These pro-
tections are intended to ensure 
that historically disadvantaged 
communities have a voice in gov-
ernment.Such constitutional 
safeguards are different from 
political parties informally decid-
ing that a particular constituency 
must always have a candidate 
from one caste or religion. The 
concern is not about denying any-
one representation. It is about 
making sure that capable people 
are not overlooked simply 
because they belong to a different 
community.

Consider two candidates from 
different backgrounds. One has 
helped hundreds of families, 
improved public facilities and 
worked honestly for the constitu-
ency. The other has little experi-
ence but belongs to the commu-
nity that the party believes will 
bring more votes.

Should the second person auto-
matically be preferred?

If political parties continue 
making decisions this way, 
deserving leaders may never get 
the opportunity to serve. A per-
son's achievements should speak 
louder than their caste or reli-
gion.

Good leaders are losing oppor-
tunities

Another problem with select-
ing candidates mainly on the 
basis of caste or religion is that it 
can allow a few powerful individ-

uals to control politics within a 
community.Suppose a political 
party regularly gives an election 
ticket to a leader from a particu-
lar community. Over time, that 
leader may become influential 
enough to prevent other capable 
people from the same community 
from getting opportunities.

Even someone who has 
worked hard for the public may 
be denied a ticket because they 
lack the support of the estab-
lished leadership. This is unfair 
to the individual and to the vot-
ers.Political parties should 
encourage new leaders to come 
forward, especially those who 
have proved themselves through 
public service. A young person 
who has spent years helping vil-
lagers, improving schools or 
fighting corruption should have a 
fair chance of entering politics.

That opportunity should not 
depend on whether an influential 
community leader supports 
them. Every community has tal-
ented people. But no single per-
son should be allowed to decide 
who can rise within it.

When political parties choose 
candidates based on merit, they 
create opportunities for honest 
and hardworking leaders. When 
they choose candidates mainly 
through caste and religious calcu-
lations, they risk losing those 
leaders.

Winning an election is not 
enough

Political parties may argue 
that caste and religion are impor-

tant because they help candidates 
win elections. There is some 
truth to this. Parties want to win, 
and they naturally study the vot-
ing patterns of different commu-
nities. But winning an election 
and becoming a good leader are 
two different things.A candidate 
may win because of community 
support but fail to improve the 
constituency. Another candidate 
may come from a different com-
munity but have the experience 
and dedication needed to solve 
people's problems.

Which of these candidates 
would benefit the public more?

Political parties must look 
beyond the number of votes a 
candidate might attract. Before 
giving an election ticket, they 
should examine the person's past 
achievements, honesty, experi-
ence, relationship with local resi-
dents and ability to solve prob-
lems.Has the candidate helped 
people during difficult times? 
Have they worked to improve 
their community? Are they acces-
sible when residents need assis-
tance? Do they understand the 
constituency's problems?

These questions should matter 
far more than caste or religion. 
Parties should also give deserv-
ing newcomers a chance instead 
of repeatedly selecting the same 
influential leaders.After all, the 
purpose of politics should not be 
limited to winning elections. It 
should be to improve people's 
lives.

India needs leaders who serve 

everyone
India is home to people belong-

ing to many religions, castes and 
communities. This diversity is 
part of the country's strength. But 
political parties should not use 
these differences to divide con-
stituencies or decide who 
deserves to become a leader.

A Hindu should be able to rep-
resent Muslim voters. A 
Christian should be able to repre-
sent Hindu voters. A Muslim 
should be able to represent 
Christian voters. What matters 
is whether the person has the 
ability and commitment to 
work for everyone.The Election 
Commission of India's Model 
Code of Conduct prohibits 
appeals to caste or religious feel-
ings to secure votes. Political 
parties should follow the same 
spirit when selecting their can-
didates.This does not mean 
ignoring the difficulties faced 
by disadvantaged communities 
or removing constitutional pro-
tections meant to ensure fair 
representation. It means giving 
capable people a fair opportuni-
ty instead of judging them only 
by their identity.India needs 
political leaders who are select-
ed for what they have achieved, 
not simply for the caste or reli-
gion they belong to. A constitu-
ency belongs to all its people, 
not to one community.And the 
person chosen to represent it 
should be the one who has 
proved they can serve those 
people best.
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Chittoor, October 22: 
District Collector Sumit 
Kumar stated that the 
nomination process for 
ZPTC and MPTC elec-
tions in Chittoor dis-
trict is progressing in a 
peaceful atmosphere.

On Thursday, accom-
panied by District 
Superintendent of 
Police Tushar Dudi, the 
Collector inspected the 
ongoing nomination 
acceptance process for 
MPTC elections at the 
Yadamarri Mandal 
Praja Parishad office.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Collector said 

all necessary arrange-
ments have been made 
to enable candidates of 
political parties in the 
district to file their 
nominations without 
difficulties in a peaceful 
environment. He noted 
that the nomination 
acceptance process for 
District Parishad and 
Mandal Parishad elec-
tions commenced on the 
21st of this month and is 
continuing peacefully 
on the second day as 
well. Necessary facili-
ties have been provided 
for candidates contest-
ing ZPTC and MPTC 

elections.
The Collector further 

stated that no undesir-
able incidents have 
occurred anywhere dur-
ing the nomination pro-
cess in the district. 
Officials are working in 
coordination to ensure 
the election process is 
conducted smoothly and 
transparently.Trainee 
Collector Venkatesh, 
Yadamarri Tahsildar 
Parthasarathi, Elections 
Returning Officer 
L a k s h m i n a r a y a n a , 
MPDO Penchala 
Veerendra and others 
participated in the visit.

ZPTC and MPTC nomination process underway 
peacefully in Chittoor district: Collector

Visakhapatnam, TSIT : South 
Coast Railway organised a Jan 
Samvad campaign at more than 
350 stations across its zone to 
strengthen passenger engage-
ment, gather public feedback 
and improve railway services 
and amenities. The campaign 
saw the participation of over 220 
officers and 800 supervisors and 
staff, while more than 17,500 peo-
ple interacted with railway offi-
cials and shared their sugges-
tions, grievances and views on 
station facilities and passenger 
services.

SCoR General Manager 
Sandeep Mathur directed offi-
cials to interact directly with 

passengers and understand their 
expectations. He also led a clean-

liness drive at Visakhapatnam 
Railway Station as part of the 

ongoing Pakhwada and interact-
ed with passengers to obtain 
feedback. During the campaign, 
railway personnel across the 
zone created awareness about 
railway safety, cleanliness, 
responsible travel and the prop-
er use of railway premises.

The initiative aims to help 
railway authorities identify pas-
senger concerns, address griev-
ances and improve services 
through direct public participa-
tion. SCoR urged passengers to 
continue sharing their sugges-
tions to facilitate better facilities 
and a cleaner, safer railway 
environment.

South Coast Railway Holds Jan Samvad 
at Over 350 Stations

Collector Directs Officials to Expedite GVMC 
Election Arrangements

Visakhapatnam,TSIT: 
District Collector and 
District Election Officer 
M. Abhisikt Kishore has 
directed officials to expe-
dite arrangements for the 
GVMC Second Ordinary 
Elections–2026, ensuring 
adequate facilities at poll-
ing material distribution 
centres, strong rooms 
and polling stations. 
During inspections on 
Thursday, the Collector, 

accompanied by GVMC 
Additional Commissioner 
K. Ramesh and other offi-
cials, visited the 
Government Polytechnic 
College in the North Zone, 

polling stations at Jnana 
Niketan School, BHEL 
Township and Gajuwaka 
Zilla Parishad High School 
to review election pre-
paredness.

Not possible for jailed person to plan attack 
and claim responsibility on social media: 

Supriya Sule on Tiger Shroff case
Responding to the fir-

ing incident targeting 
Bollywood actor Tiger 
Shroff, for which jailed 
gangster Lawrence 
Bishnoi has claimed 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , 
Nationalist Congress 
Party (SP) MP Supriya 
Sule said on Thursday 
that no jailed person can 
plan an attack and then 
take responsibility and 
post it on social media. 

Sule said, "I was sur-
prised because your 
news channels and news-
papers say that Lawrence 
Bishnoi is in jail. Yet, he 
is tweeting himself and 
declaring, 'I take respon-
sibility for this.' It is hard 
to comprehend how a 
person inside a jail can 
take responsibility like 
this. It is very confusing. 
Given how everyone is 
being intimidated, we 
will demand an inquiry 
into how someone sitting 
inside a jail can do all 
this." 

On Thursday, Mumbai 

Police Crime Branch 
brought in four more 
accused, two women, 
Radha and Babita, and 
Kunal and Sumit, to Killa 
Court on transit remand 
in connection with the 
case. Meanwhile, police 
sources revealed that the 
accused practised shoot-
ing at a location near 

Mumbai before the 
attack. A misfire also 
reportedly occurred 
while they were testing 
the weapon in their hotel 
room in Andheri. 

Reportedly, the 
accused actually had 
another Bollywood celeb-
rity in mind. However, as 
per the reports, when the 

accused were unable to 
easily reach their initial-
ly planned target, they 
decided to target Tiger 
Shroff instead. The 
accused reportedly 
learned through social 
media reels shared by 
Tiger's fans that he did 
not have police protec-
tion at that time, and 

keeping this in mind, 
they decided to target 
him. 

During the preliminary 
questioning, it has also 
been revealed that the 
attack on Tiger was intend-
ed to spread fear in the 
industry. On 18 October 
evening, Tiger had a nar-
row escaped after three 
motorcycle-borne men 
opened fire at him in the 
Juhu area of Mumbai. 
While the actor did not suf-
fer any injury in the 
attack, his driver was 
injured in the incident.  
Within hours of the inci-
dent, a video clip was cir-
culating on social media in 
which a man claiming to 
be Anil Pandit from the 
Lawrence Bishnoi gang 
took responsibility for the 
firing and claimed that it 
was a warning to the actor 
to stop working with 
superstar Salman Khan. 
The three accused were 
arrested at Kota railway 
station in Rajasthan with-
in hours of the incident. 

AP Chief Secretary Sai 
Prasad’s Tenure Extended 

Till May 31, 2027

Amaravati, TSIT : The Central Government 
has extended the tenure of Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Secretary G. Sai Prasad by another six 
months, until May 31, 2027. The Department of 
Personnel and Training, under the Union 
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions, issued orders approving the extension 
following a proposal from the State Government.

Sai Prasad, a 1991-batch IAS officer, was ear-
lier granted a six-month extension from June 1 
to November 30, 2026, and was due to retire on 
November 30. The State Government had writ-
ten to the Centre on September 29, seeking a 
further extension. The Centre has now approved 
the request, allowing Sai Prasad to continue as 
Chief Secretary until May 31, 2027.

Vijayawada, TSIT.
Andhra Pradesh 
Pollution Control Board 
Chairman Dr. P. 
Krishnaiah has called 
for a comprehensive 
action plan to reduce 
plastic use and ensure 
the effective collection 
and recycling of plastic 
bottles during the 
upcoming Godavari 
Pushkarams. During a 
video conference with 
representatives of lead-
ing beverage companies 
at the APPCB headquar-
ters here on Thursday, 
he stressed the need to 
promote eco-friendly 
alternatives, improve 
drinking water facilities 
and prevent plastic 
waste from accumulat-
ing along the Godavari 
riverbanks.

Dr. Krishnaiah sug-
gested installing water 
dispensers and encour-
aging reusable bottles 
instead of single-use 
plastic bottles. He also 
urged beverage compa-
nies to explore environ-
mentally friendly pack-

aging made from paper 
and plant-based materi-
als. He called for estab-
lishing collection cen-
tres, segregating plastic 
waste and ensuring that 
collected bottles were 
sent to authorised recy-
cling agencies. Local 
bodies, sanitation work-
ers and beverage compa-
nies should coordinate 
to ensure proper waste 
management, he said.

The Chairman also 
stressed the need for a 
comprehensive audit of 
plastic bottles sold or 

distributed during 
the Pushkarams, 
including the quanti-
ties collected and 
recycled and the 
waste remaining after 
t h e  e v e n t . 
Representatives of 
Hindustan Coca-Cola, 
Reliance, Bisleri 
International, Artos 
and other companies 
participated in the 
meeting. They dis-
cussed proposals 
relating to drinking 
water supply, water 
dispensers, bottle col-

lection and recycling.
Dr. Krishnaiah direct-

ed the companies to sub-
mit detailed action plans 
outlining their proposed 
initiatives and support 
for plastic waste man-
agement and eco-friend-
ly alternatives within 15 
days. He called upon 
government depart-
ments, industries and 
local bodies to work 
together to ensure envi-
ronmentally responsible 
conduct of the Godavari 
Pushkarams.

APPCB Calls for Plastic-Free 
Godavari Pushkarams

Vijayawada, TSIT : The 
National SARAS Aajeevika 
Mela–2026 at Punnami Ghat 
has recorded cumulative sales 
of 5.79 crore, with 2.30 lakh 
products sold as of October 21. 
Sales on Wednesday alone 
stood at 79.30 lakh, with 29,930 
products sold and over 50,000 
visitors attending the exhibition. A major 
attraction is the success of Ujwala Dasari of 
Jayasree Self-Help Group, Anakapalli, who 
has sold over 500 kg of the famous Madugula 
Halwa at the Mela. Prepared using wheat 
milk, jaggery, ghee, cashews and almonds, the 

traditional sweet has 
drawn considerable 
demand. Ujwala said she 
sells around 90–100 kg of 
halwa daily, generating 
revenue of approximately 
80,000– 90,000. Her enter-
prise has also provided 
employment to 30 other 

self-help group members. She started the busi-
ness with financial assistance through SHG 
bank linkage, demonstrating how institution-
al credit and market access can help women 
entrepreneurs expand traditional businesses 
and create rural employment. 

SARAS Mela Sales Touch Rs.5.79 Crore; Anakapalli 
Woman Sells 500 Kg of Madugula Halwa
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NEW DELHI: The BJP on
Thursday cited a media report
on alleged links between riots
in France and the recent
protests in India, claiming it
exposes the "anarchy and
regime change plot" of the
Congress, and called Rahul
Gandhi a "gaddar" (traitor).

Hitting back, the Congress
claimed the BJP, out of "des-
peration and nervousness",
was trying to "divert, distract
and spread lies" in the wake of
"widespread anger" over al-
leged 'vote chori'.

According to a report pub-
lished in The Times of India, a
Fox News investigation has
claimed to have uncovered
links between the riots in
France and the protests in In-
dia demanding the resignation
of Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, BJP spokesperson

Gaurav Bhatia said, "Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi is
presenting a model of anarchy
and 'gaddari' before the coun-
try. Today, a report has ap-
peared in a newspaper, detail-
ing how these alleged links of
betrayal are connected to for-
eign agencies. Therefore, it
would not be wrong to ask,
'Who is the leader of these trai-
tors?'" Bhatia said.

"Rahul 'gaddar'," he
charged.

"It is India's misfortune

that the leader of the opposi-
tion is irresponsible and im-
mature. And when I present
this evidence before you, it
would not be wrong to call
him a traitor or Mir Jafar.

"An investigation by Fox
News shows how organisa-
tions have created an ecosys-
tem across nine countries, in-
cluding France, that is
attempting to overthrow
elected governments. It is a
'red-green ecosystem of
protest'," he claimed.

Citing the media report,
Bhatia said in this 'red-green
ecosystem', the red repre-
sents "communist groups",
while green represents "Is-
lamic fundamentalist
groups".

"If we look at this report,
it states, 'Global chaos grows
to 101 groups'. Global chaos,
anarchy and disorder... These
101 organisations are operat-
ing across nine countries,"
Bhatia said.

"Nobody will be spared.
Such anti-India forces will be
destroyed. India has a strong
prime minister and home
minister," he asserted.

Citing the report, BJP
spokesperson Pradeep Bhan-
dari attacked the Congress and
demanded a response from it.
"Global investigation exposes
anarchy and regime change
plot of Congress," he alleged in
a post on X.

BJP cites media report to allege 'regime 
change plot' by Cong, calls Rahul 'gaddar'

MUMBAI: The Bombay High
Court on Thursday quashed a
2016 FIR against a teacher and
the management of a Pune col-
lege in connection with the
drowning of 14 students at Mu-
rud beach, holding that the vic-
tims were adults capable of un-
derstanding the consequences of
their actions.

The incident occurred on
February 1, 2016, when a contin-
gent of 116 students and staff
from Abeda Inamdar Senior Col-
lege of Arts, Science and Com-
merce, Pune, went on a picnic to
Murud beach in Raigad. While
visiting the beach, 41 third-year
students ventured into the sea, of
which 14 were fatally swept
away.

Approximately 80 days after
the incident, an FIR was regis-
tered under sections 304A (caus-
ing death by negligence) and 34 of
Indian Penal Code against 17 in-
dividuals, including college

trustees, the principal, teachers,
and staff.

Justice Milind Jadhav, in his
ruling, held there was no mate-
rial on record to establish any
gross or high degree of negli-
gence on the part of teachers ac-
companying the students.

The court asserted that the
victims, being third-year BSc
students "possessing a reason-

able degree of life experience",
can be expected to understand
the distinction between right and
wrong and to appreciate the
likely consequences of their own
actions and conduct.

"It is seen that it was in this
context that these applicants per-
mitted them to enjoy the fun and
frolic on the beach," the court
noted, adding that the death of

14 students by drowning was an
accident.

"In the absence of any in-
criminating material establish-
ing a direct or proximate connec-
tion with any negligent act
leading to the deaths by drown-
ing, liability or criminal act can-
not be attributed to negligence
on their part, the court ruled.

Calling for effective imple-
mentation of safety norms, the
HC said, "It is unfortunate that
every time a tragedy involving
the loss of multiple lives occurs, it
is followed by widespread public
outcry." However, effective im-
plementation of safety norms
and other preventive measures
continue to remain a matter of
serious concern, the bench said.

"We cannot have a knee jerk
reaction after every mishap," the
bench said while asking govern-
ment to consider take or fortify
measures at beaches in the larger
interest of society.

2016 Murud beach drowning case: HC quashes 
FIR against Pune college teacher, management

BENGALURU: Karnataka's
flagship luxury tourist train, the
Golden Chariot, will commence
its 2026-27 season on October 24
with enhanced onboard hospital-
ity and curated itineraries cover-
ing wildlife, royal heritage, UN-
ESCO World Heritage sites,
coffee estates and coastal desti-
nations, Tourism Minister K J
George said on Thursday.

The five-night, six-day 'Pride
of Karnataka' journey, the first
trip of the season, has recorded
100 per cent bookings, with 75
guests set to travel, he said.
Nearly 60 onboard staff mem-
bers will provide hospitality and
other services during the jour-
ney.

George said Chief Minister D
K Shivakumar had taken a keen
interest in strengthening the
Golden Chariot as one of Kar-
nataka's flagship premium
tourism products.

"Our objective is to offer

world-class hospitality while
showcasing Karnataka's diversity
through a carefully curated jour-
ney and position the Golden
Chariot strongly in domestic and
international premium tourism
markets," he said in a release.

The 'Pride of Karnataka' itin-
erary brings together wildlife ex-
periences at Bandipur, the royal
heritage of Mysuru, the architec-
tural legacy of Belur and
Halebidu, coffee estates in
Chikkamagaluru, the UNESCO
World Heritage Site of Hampi
and Goa's coastal attractions and
Indo-Portuguese heritage, the re-
lease said.

Ahead of the new season, the
train underwent scheduled tech-
nical maintenance at the Mysuru
Workshop between May and Au-
gust 2026. Its exterior was re-
freshed, while onboard hospital-
ity facilities were upgraded. The
kitchen now has a combi oven
and high-capacity induction sys-

tems. The onboard RO water pu-
rification plant was also up-
graded.

A total of 13 luxury journeys
have been scheduled for the
2026-27 season, comprising
seven 'Pride of Karnataka' trips,
three 'Glimpses of Karnataka'
journeys and three 'Jewels of
South' journeys.

Tourism Secretary Ram
Prasath Manohar said the full
booking for the first trip provided
an encouraging start to the sea-
son.

"The priority now is to sus-
tain this demand across the sea-
son," he said.

Karnataka State Tourism De-
velopment Corporation (KSTDC)
Chairman M Srinivas said, "Our
priority is to carry this momen-
tum into subsequent journeys
and take Karnataka's diverse
tourism experiences to a larger
number of domestic and interna-
tional travellers," he said.

Golden Chariot luxury train journeys in 
refreshed avatar from Oct 24: Minister

NEW DELHI: A Delhi-based con-
tent creator was arrested for allegedly
subjecting a youth from Tripura to
racial abuse and humiliation, an offi-
cial said on Thursday.

Earlier, the Delhi Police had
taken suo motu cognisance of a pur-
ported video of the incident and
launched an investigation after reg-
istering a case.

"The content creator, identified
as Amir Shokeen, is a bad character
of Sadar Bazar area and has previ-
ously been involved in multiple cases
of brawling," Deputy Commissioner
of Police (North) Niharika Bhatt told
PTI.

Delhi Police's Intelligence Fusion
and Strategic Operations (IFSO) unit
is investigating the video of the al-
leged racial abuse.

The police's Special Police Unit
for North Eastern Region (SPUNER)
had written to the IFSO unit, asking
it to investigate the video, they said.

Police personnel then visited
Shokeen's residence, but a senior po-
lice officer said he was not present
there.

The development comes amid
widespread condemnation of the viral

video on social media, with Union
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju and Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha calling for action against
the content creator.

Leaders across party lines have
condemned the alleged incident and
demanded action.

Rijiju on X said he would face ac-
tion and police in Delhi and Tripura
would teach him a "hard lesson".

"This evil man will be punished.
There was a delay in lodging the offi-
cial complaint, but Delhi Police and
Tripura Police will teach him a hard

lesson," the minister said.
Police sources said the Tripura

Police team is expected to land in
Delhi later in the night and will first
visit Sadar Bazar police station,
where it will take custody of Shokeen
from the Delhi Police. The police will
then produce Shokeen before a Delhi
court to seek transit remand.
Shokeen had allegedly recorded the
controversial video in Ahmedabad
around a month ago. Police sources
said there are seven to eight accused in
the case and their role will be investi-
gated. The Tripura Students Forum

Delhi (TSFD), in a complaint on
Wednesday addressed to the Joint
Commissioner of Police (SPUNER),
sought an urgent and impartial inves-
tigation into the video, alleging it
showed a person from Tripura being
subjected to sexual assault, harass-
ment and humiliating treatment by a
social media content creator.

The complaint identified the In-
stagram account of Shokeen as al-
legedly linked to the incident and
sought verification of the identity and
role of the person operating it, along
with others who may have partici-
pated in or recorded the incident.

The forum also alleged that the
video contained racially derogatory
expressions directed at the individual
and a demeaning reference to
Tripura, which it said had caused an-
guish among members of the state's
community.

Seeking appropriate legal action,
the forum urged police to preserve
electronic evidence, including the
original recording, metadata, account
details and upload history, and take
measures to prevent further harass-
ment or intimidation of the person
concerned.

CHANDIGARH: Punjab BJP president
Kewal Singh Dhillon on Thursday lashed
out at the AAP government after the first
day of the state Assembly session con-
cluded within 10 minutes, alleging that it
has "failed miserably" on every front and
was "running away from its accountabil-
ity".

"The Punjab Assembly session today
lasted only eight to ten minutes, during
which neither Punjab's concerns were
discussed nor any deliberations were held
on the issues facing the state. This has re-
sulted in a waste of public money worth
lakhs and crores of rupees," said Dhillon
here.

Following obituary references,
Speaker Kultar Singh Sandhwan ad-
journed the sitting till Friday on the first
day of the Punjab Vidhan Sabha session.

Earlier, the Question Hour, Calling
Attention Notices, resolutions and other
business were proposed to be taken up af-
ter obituary references. The BJP leader
said the government would have to an-
swer over the drug menace, gangsterism,
extortion and the deteriorating law and

order situation.
"The people of Punjab are demand-

ing answers from the AAP government
regarding the deaths of Parvinder Singh
Jhota, Bikramjit Singh and Gulzar
Singh," he said.

The government employees are on
strike, while instead of fulfilling their de-
mands, the government is busy "intimi-
dating and threatening them", he alleged
in a statement.

However, the BJP stands firmly with
the employees, he said.

Farmers are struggling in grain mar-
kets, drugs are destroying the youth of
Punjab, voices raised against drugs are
being suppressed, and incidents of firing
and murders are occurring almost every
day, he charged.

"Yet, the chief minister has no time to
spare from his leisure trips, while leaders
from Delhi, whom he described as hav-
ing arrived like plunderers, have been
looting Punjab for the past four and a half
years," alleged Dhillon.

The state BJP president said the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) should stop worrying

about the BJP and start focusing on Pun-
jab. Given the situation the AAP govern-
ment has created in the state, the people of
the state will no longer tolerate this "in-
competent" government, he said.

Dhillon said that Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah had visited Punjab two
days ago and claimed that drugs would
be eradicated from the state by Decem-
ber 31, 2029.

He added that the home minister had
once again reiterated his commitment to
eliminating drugs from Punjab and had
also asserted that an NDA government
would be formed in the state.

This, Dhillon said, meant that the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) would form
the government in Punjab.

Dhillon said that the BJP was pre-
pared to contest all 117 assembly con-
stituencies and would enter the electoral
fray independently with full preparation.

Earlier, former Punjab BJP president
Sunil Jakhar demanded an impartial in-
vestigation into the murder of an Abohar
resident whose family held a protest out-
side the Vidhan Sabha complex here.

AAP govt running away from 
accountability: Punjab BJP chief 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
High Court on Thursday re-
fused to stop the theatre re-
lease of the film 'Doosra' on
October 23 on a plea filed by
cricketer Sourav Ganguly.

A vacation bench of Jus-
tice Dinesh Bhatt orally ob-
served that the 'balance of
convenience' favours the
makers of 'Doosra', stated to
be the story of a middle-class
Rajasthani girl inspired by
certain sporting events in-
volving the former India
captain.

'Balance of convenience'
is a legal test used by courts
to decide whether to issue a
preliminary injunction, by
weighing the potential harm
to the plaintiff if an injunc-
tion is denied and to the de-
fendant if it is granted.

"It is due for release to-
morrow (Friday). Balance of
convenience prima facie

does not favour you. You
may have a valuable right.
(But) We are not stopping
the film today," the judge
orally told the plaintiff.

The court listed the mat-
ter for hearing on Friday.

Besides Ganguly, Luv
Films LLP, which is produc-
ing a biopic of the former
cricket captain, is also a
plaintiff in the lawsuit.

The senior counsel ap-
pearing for the filmmakers
assured that 'Doosra' was
not a biopic and that due
permissions were taken to
use certain clips involving

the plaintiff.
"This is blackmailing on

the last day," said the film-
makers' counsel, informing
the court that over a hun-
dred theatres have been
booked and advance pay-
ments have been made.

Ganguly's counsel ap-
prehended a violation of the
cricketer's personality
rights, asserting that no li-
cence was taken from him
for the production of
'Doosra'. He informed the
court that a biopic on Gan-
guly's life was already under
production.

"The movie (Doosra) is
being promoted on Sourav
Ganguly. Sourav Ganguly is
the actual hero of the movie.
He and his life are the main
theme of the movie," Gan-
guly's counsel said, offering
to pay the "advance booking
amount" to defer the release.

Delhi HC refuses to halt release of 
film 'Doosra' on Sourav Ganguly's plea

BHUBANESWAR:
Odisha Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi on Thurs-
day said the state aims to
transition from a mineral-
driven economy to a chemi-
cal-led industrial hub by
leveraging its mineral re-
sources, ports, and emerg-
ing investment opportuni-
ties.

Addressing the 14th edi-
tion of India Chem 2026 in
Mumbai, Majhi stressed
that Odisha was looking to
play a larger role in India's
chemical and petrochemical
industry.

He noted the strategic
advantages offered by
Odisha's ports at Paradip,
Gopalpur and Dhamra, pro-
viding connectivity to do-
mestic and international
markets, according to a
statement issued by the
Chief Minister's Office.

He underscored the im-
portance of the Paradip Pe-
troleum, Chemicals and
Petrochemicals Investment
Region (PCPIR), Indian Oil

Corporation Limited's refin-
ery and petrochemical com-
plex, and the Plastic Park at
Paradip in creating down-
stream opportunities in
polymers, packaging and
technical textiles.

The chief minister also
pointed to emerging oppor-
tunities in refrigerants, flu-
orochemicals, green hydro-
gen and green ammonia at
Gopalpur, along with coal-
gasification-based projects
at Talcher and Lakhanpur.

"These initiatives could
strengthen domestic manu-
facturing and expand
Odisha's role in India's
chemical and petrochemical
value chain," he said.

Majhi said nearly 200

industrial units had been es-
tablished in the state in less
than two-and-a-half years,
attracting investments of
around Rs 3.52 lakh crore.

"Odisha has received in-
vestment proposals worth
more than Rs 22.50 lakh
crore, of which over Rs 12.50
lakh crore have been ap-
proved by the High-Level
Clearance Authority
(HLCA)," he said.

Majhi said the state's in-
dustrial policies, infrastruc-
ture, skilled workforce and
institutional support from
organisations such as the In-
stitute of Chemical Technol-
ogy (ICT) and the Central
Institute of Petrochemicals
Engineering and Technol-
ogy (CIPET) make it an at-
tractive destination for in-
vestment.

"Odisha is ready to con-
tribute at scale to realise In-
dia's one-trillion-dollar
chemical dream by 2040,"
he said, inviting investors to
explore opportunities across
the state.

Odisha aims to shift from mineral-driven 
to chemical-led industrial economy: CM

Content creator arrested for 'racial 
slurs' against Tripura youth in viral video

Man climbs 120 ft
water tower with son, 
threatens to jump
over family dispute
GIRIDIH: A man climbed a
120-foot-high water tower
with his four-year-old son
held tightly against his chest
and threatened to throw the
child and jump off the tower
over a family dispute in
Jharkhand's Giridih district
on Thursday, police said.
Mahtodih police outpost offi-
cer-in-charge Shailendra Ku-
mar told reporters that Ma-
hadev Tiwari, a native of
Ajidih, was distressed after
being denied his right to get
his share of ancestral land by
his family members. "In des-
peration, Mahadev had
climbed onto the water tower
along with his four-year-old
son and threatened to throw
his son and jump from the
tower if he was not given his
share of the land," the police
officer said. The local police,
along with Giridih Sadar Cir-
cle Officer Jitender Prasad,
reached the site, opened a di-
alogue with Mahadev and as-
sured him that he would be
given justice.

ITANAGAR: Arunachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Pema Khandu on
Thursday reviewed preparations
for the exposition of the sacred
relics of Lord Buddha, scheduled
to be held in Tawang, Bomdila and
Namsai from October 31 to No-
vember 20.

"Being a historic and spiritu-
ally significant occasion, we are
committed to ensuring that every
devotee has a peaceful and mean-
ingful opportunity to pay homage
to the sacred relics and seek spiri-
tual blessings," Khandu wrote in a
social media post.

He said the exposition was
more than a religious gathering,
describing it as a historic occasion
that brings together faith, human-
ity and the timeless message of
Lord Buddha.

"We will strive to make this ex-
position a landmark moment for
Arunachal Pradesh," the chief
minister added.

Meanwhile, the West Kameng
district administration has
stepped up preparations for the
exposition, scheduled to be held at
TGL Monastery (Lower Gompa) in

Bomdila from November 8 to 14,
an official report said.

Dirang MLA Phurpa Tsering
attended a meeting to review
arrangements for the event, with
focus on transportation, accom-
modation, traffic management,
road conditions and inter-depart-
mental coordination.

Urging all departments to
complete their assigned tasks
within the stipulated time frame,
the MLA stressed that decisions
taken during coordination meet-
ings must translate into concrete
action on the ground.

He said every villager, includ-

ing those living in remote and far-
flung areas, should have the op-
portunity to pay their respects to
the sacred relics.

He asked the administration to
ensure adequate transportation
arrangements for devotees.

Kalaktang MLA Tseten
Chombey urged the authorities to
prohibit animal slaughter in
Bomdila during the exposition.

West Kameng Deputy Com-
missioner Dilip Kumar, Padma
Shri Guru Tulku Rinpoche also of-
fered suggestions for the smooth
conduct of the exposition, the re-
port added.

Khandu reviews preparations for 
Buddha relics exposition in Arunachal
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SSAURABH VARSHNEY

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
on the occasion of Police
Memorial Day, conveyed
the message that in the new
Uttar Pradesh, no one is
above the law and that the
police have been given com-
plete freedom to take effec-
tive action against crimi-
nals. According to the Chief
Minister, this freedom has
transformed the state's iden-
tity from one of unrest to cel-
ebration. His statement
underscores the govern-
ment's priorities regarding
law and order in the state
and the role of the police.
Undoubtedly, peace, securi-
ty, and the rule of law are
fundamental prerequisites
for development in any dem-
ocratic system. But the true
success of the rule of law is
determined not by mere
claims of strict action, but
by the confidence of security
in the minds of ordinary cit-
izens, the availability of jus-
tice, and the impartiality of
the administration.
Police Memorial Day is not
merely a ceremonial event,
but an opportunity to
remember the supreme sac-
rifice of those brave police
officers who laid down their
lives while protecting the
nation and society. The
police's responsibility
extends not only to appre-
hend criminals or enforce
the law, but also to assist cit-
izens in times of crisis,
ensure the safety of vulnera-
ble groups, and foster an
environment of trust in soci-
ety. Dedication to duty,
courage, and discipline are
the hallmarks of police serv-

ice. Therefore, a true tribute
to martyred police officers
will only be meaningful if
their safety, working condi-
tions, modern resources,
and professional training
are continuously improved.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, referring to the
law and order situation
before 2017, said that at that
time the state was under the
influence of mafia and anar-
chic elements. Incidents like
the Jawahar Bagh incident
in Mathura are a reminder
of the seriousness of law and
order challenges and the dif-
ficulties police officers face
in dealing with them. The
current government claims
that political or administra-
tive pressure is not being
allowed to hinder action
against criminals. If this pol-
icy is implemented with
fairness and consistency, it
could strengthen public
trust in the law.
However, it is essential for
any government to assess
law and order improve-
ments not solely based on its
own achievements, but also
to consider independent
data, the changing nature of
crime, and the experiences
of citizens. Controlling
crime is not simply about
increasing the number of
arrests and confiscation of
property. A true achieve-
ment will be recognized
when women, children, the
elderly, businessmen, farm-
ers, and vulnerable sections
of society are provided with
a safe environment. Citizens
are not harassed when filing
complaints, victims receive
timely assistance, and crime
investigations are complet-
ed impartially. Along with

police efficiency, the speed
of the judicial process and
the quality of prosecution
are equally important.
The Chief Minister cited
steps taken to make the
police system more efficient
and modern, including the
recruitment of over 2.26
lakh police personnel, a ten-
fold increase in training
capacity, the implementa-
tion of the Police
Commissionerate system in
seven major cities, the estab-
lishment of cyber police sta-
tions in every district, and
the provision of women's
help cells in all police sta-
tions. These initiatives aim
to prepare the police to meet
changing social and techno-
logical challenges. In a vast
state like Uttar Pradesh,
with a growing population
and rapid urbanization,
expanding the police force's
strength, efficiency, and
resources is essential. New
recruitments can help
reduce police workload,
increase patrolling, and
deliver services to citizens.
But along with recruitment,
special attention must also
be paid to the quality of
training. Police officers
must have practical knowl-
edge of law, human rights,
cybercrime, forensic inves-
tigation, digital evidence,
and community policing.
Simply providing modern
weapons and technical
equipment is not enough.
Sensitivity, patience, and
professionalism are equally
important in police work.
Accountability must be
ensured at every level, from
hearing a victim's com-
plaint to completing a
crime investigation. The

reputation of the police is
built not only on its powers,
but also on the responsible
use of those powers.
Cybercrime has emerged as
a major challenge today.
Online fraud, identity theft,
digital payment fraud, and
crimes committed through
social media have imposed
new responsibilities on the
police. Establishing cyber
police stations in every dis-
trict is a useful step, but
these stations also require
trained staff, modern tech-
nology, and a system for
prompt action. Citizens
should find it easy to file
cybercrime complaints.
Similarly, the establish-
ment of women's helplines
will be effective only if
women's complaints are
heard seriously, their pri-
vacy is protected, and
immediate assistance is
provided when needed.
The government has report-
ed action against 88,973
criminals under the
Gangsters Act and the
seizure of illegal assets
worth over ?15,000 crore.
These figures indicate the
government's action
against organized crime
and criminally acquired
assets. Legal action against
criminally acquired assets
can be an important means
of weakening the economic
base of organized crime.
However, such action
requires adherence to due
process of law, sufficient
evidence, and a fair investi-
gation. The basis for action
against an individual
should be their crime, not
their political identity,
social status, or any other
form of prejudice. 

BY BINISH THOMAS
SENIOR JOURNALIST

Imagine two people hoping to
contest an election. One has
spent years helping local res-
idents, solving problems and
earning people's trust. The
other has done very little for
the public but belongs to the
caste or religious community
that has the largest number
of voters in the constituency.
Who should get the election
ticket?
The answer should be obvi-
ous. The person who has
worked for the people and
proved their ability deserves
the opportunity.
Unfortunately, Indian poli-
tics does not always work
this way.
Political parties often look at
the caste and religious back-
grounds of voters before
selecting their candidates. In
many constituencies, a can-
didate's religion or caste can
become more important than
their achievements, honesty
or ability to serve the public.
This raises an important
question: Are political par-
ties choosing the best lead-
ers, or simply choosing can-
didates who belong to the
right community?
Why should religion decide
who gets an election ticket?
Before elections, we often
hear people describing con-
stituencies as Hindu-majori-
ty, Muslim-majority or
Christian-majority areas. In
other places, a particular
caste may have a large num-
ber of voters.
Political parties study these
numbers and often select
candidates from the commu-
nity they believe will help
them win. But is this the
right approach?
Just because a constituency
has a large Christian popula-
tion does not mean that only
a Christian can represent it.
Similarly, a Muslim-majority

constituency does not neces-
sarily need a Muslim candi-
date, nor should a Hindu-
majority constituency auto-
matically be represented by a
Hindu.
People vote for different rea-
sons. They want good roads,
better hospitals, quality edu-
cation, jobs, clean drinking
water and honest leaders
who listen to their problems.
These needs are the same
regardless of religion or
caste.
For example, imagine a
Hindu leader who has
worked for years to improve
schools, hospitals and roads
in a Muslim-majority con-
stituency. Should that person
be denied an election ticket
simply because they are not
Muslim? Certainly not.
If the leader has earned peo-
ple's trust through hard
work, that should matter
more than religious identity.
The same principle must
apply to every religion and
caste.
Political parties should ask
one simple question before
selecting a candidate: What
has this person done for the
people?

THE VIJAY EXAMPLE
AND THE LARGER QUES-
TION
Tamil Nadu provides an
interesting example for dis-
cussing this issue.
Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay formed his government
with a nine-member cabinet.
His approach to choosing
leaders raises a larger ques-
tion about what political par-
ties should value when select-
ing people for important posi-
tions.
The focus should be on a per-
son's achievements, leader-
ship qualities, honesty and
ability to serve the public. A
good leader should be able to
recognize talent regardless of
religion or caste.

If a Christian is the best can-
didate in a Hindu-majority
constituency, that person
should get the opportunity. If
a Muslim has an excellent
record of public service in a
Christian-majority con-
stituency, religion should not
stand in the way. The same
should apply to a Hindu can-
didate contesting in a
Muslim-majority area.
What matters is whether the
candidate is capable of repre-
senting everyone. A minister
or elected representative is
not supposed to work only for
people belonging to their own
community. Their responsi-
bility is to serve every citi-
zen.
Ultimately, Vijay's govern-
ment, like any other govern-
ment, should be judged by
the work it does and the
results it delivers. That is the
standard political parties
across India should follow.
Achievements should matter
more than caste
India has a long history of
caste discrimination. Many
communities have faced
unfair treatment and have
been denied opportunities for
generations.
This is why the Constitution
provides reserved seats for
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in legisla-
tures. These protections are
intended to ensure that his-
torically disadvantaged com-
munities have a voice in gov-
ernment.
Such constitutional safe-
guards are different from
political parties informally
deciding that a particular
constituency must always
have a candidate from one
caste or religion. The con-
cern is not about denying
anyone representation. It is
about making sure that capa-
ble people are not overlooked
simply because they belong
to a different community.
Consider two candidates

from different backgrounds.
One has helped hundreds of
families, improved public
facilities and worked honest-
ly for the constituency. The
other has little experience
but belongs to the communi-
ty that the party believes will
bring more votes.
Should the second person
automatically be preferred?
If political parties continue
making decisions this way,
deserving leaders may never
get the opportunity to serve.
A person's achievements
should speak louder than
their caste or religion.
Good leaders are losing
opportunities
Another problem with select-
ing candidates mainly on the
basis of caste or religion is
that it can allow a few power-
ful individuals to control pol-
itics within a community.
Suppose a political party reg-
ularly gives an election ticket
to a leader from a particular
community. Over time, that
leader may become influen-
tial enough to prevent other
capable people from the same
community from getting
opportunities.
Even someone who has
worked hard for the public
may be denied a ticket
because they lack the support
of the established leadership.
This is unfair to the individ-
ual and to the voters.
Political parties should
encourage new leaders to
come forward, especially
those who have proved them-
selves through public serv-
ice. A young person who has
spent years helping villagers,
improving schools or fight-
ing corruption should have a
fair chance of entering poli-
tics.
That opportunity should not
depend on whether an influ-
ential community leader sup-
ports them. Every communi-
ty has talented people. But no
single person should be

allowed to decide who can
rise within it.
When political parties choose
candidates based on merit,
they create opportunities for
honest and hardworking
leaders. When they choose
candidates mainly through
caste and religious calcula-
tions, they risk losing those
leaders.

WINNING AN ELECTION IS
NOT ENOUGH
Political parties may argue
that caste and religion are
important because they help
candidates win elections.
There is some truth to this.
Parties want to win, and they
naturally study the voting
patterns of different commu-
nities. But winning an elec-
tion and becoming a good
leader are two different
things.
A candidate may win
because of community sup-
port but fail to improve the
constituency. Another candi-
date may come from a differ-
ent community but have the
experience and dedication
needed to solve people's prob-
lems.

WHICH OF THESE CANDI-
DATES WOULD BENEFIT
THE PUBLIC MORE?
Political parties must look
beyond the number of votes a
candidate might attract.
Before giving an election
ticket, they should examine
the person's past achieve-
ments, honesty, experience,
relationship with local resi-
dents and ability to solve
problems.
Has the candidate helped
people during difficult times?
Have they worked to
improve their community?
Are they accessible when res-
idents need assistance? Do
they understand the con-
stituency's problems?
These questions should mat-
ter far more than caste or

religion. Parties should also
give deserving newcomers a
chance instead of repeatedly
selecting the same influential
leaders.
After all, the purpose of poli-
tics should not be limited to
winning elections. It should
be to improve people's lives.
India needs leaders who
serve everyone
India is home to people
belonging to many religions,
castes and communities.
This diversity is part of the
country's strength. But politi-
cal parties should not use
these differences to divide
constituencies or decide who
deserves to become a leader.
A Hindu should be able to
represent Muslim voters. A
Christian should be able to
represent Hindu voters. A
Muslim should be able to rep-
resent Christian voters.
What matters is whether the
person has the ability and
commitment to work for
everyone.
The Election Commission of
India's Model Code of
Conduct prohibits appeals to
caste or religious feelings to
secure votes. Political parties
should follow the same spirit
when selecting their candi-
dates.
This does not mean ignoring
the difficulties faced by disad-
vantaged communities or
removing constitutional pro-
tections meant to ensure fair
representation. It means giv-
ing capable people a fair
opportunity instead of judg-
ing them only by their identi-
ty.
India needs political leaders
who are selected for what
they have achieved, not sim-
ply for the caste or religion
they belong to. A constituen-
cy belongs to all its people,
not to one community.
And the person chosen to rep-
resent it should be the one
who has proved they can
serve those people best.

MMANISH KUMAR JHA

India's reported sale of its
indigenous Akash surface-
to-air missile system to
Tajikistan and
Turkmenistan could mark
an important step in the
country's ambition to
become a major global arms
exporter. Beyond the com-
mercial value of the deals,
the entry of Akash into
Central Asia would open a
new market for Indian
defence technology in a
region where countries are
increasingly looking to
diversify their military sup-
pliers away from Russia and
China. Earlier, Armenia and
the Philippines already
received missiles and muni-
tions from India, showing
the high potential and trend.
The significance of Akash
goes well beyond the sale of a
missile system. It represents
a larger transformation in
India's defence industrial
policy - from a country that
depended heavily on import-
ed weapons to one seeking
international markets for its
indigenous military capabil-
ities. For decades, India's
defence manufacturing
ecosystem was constrained
by excessive controls, a poli-
cy mindset that did little to
encourage exports. The
result was a persistent con-
tradiction: India remained
among the world's largest
arms importers. That con-
tradiction is now beginning
to change, rather radically.
But policy reform must not
stop at encouraging exports.
It must also make exporting
commercially viable. Telling
Numbers The numbers tell a
good story. India's defence

production rose from Rs
46,429 crore in 2014-15 to
approximately Rs 1.78 lakh
crore in 2025-26. Defence
exports climbed from just Rs
686 crore in 2013-14 to a
record Rs 38,424 crore in
2025-26, reaching more than
80 countries. The govern-
ment has set its sights on
annual defence production
of Rs 3 lakh crore and
exports of Rs 50,000 crore by
2029. These are ambitious
targets, but they are not
beyond reach if the country
can scale up manufacturing
with a sustained interna-
tional presence.
Importantly, India is gradu-
ally moving beyond the
export of components,
spares, and low-value equip-
ment towards complete
weapon systems and sophis-
ticated platforms. Missiles,
radars, electronic warfare
subsystems, counter-drone
solutions, artillery systems,
and naval equipment are
now part of the export con-
versation. The BrahMos
cruise missile and Akash

air-defence system illustrate
this shift. Other indigenous
capabilities, including the
Astra air-to-air missile, offer
further opportunities. The
Tejas light combat aircraft
and Indian-built naval plat-
forms could also contribute
to the country's longer-term
export ambitions. Wonder
why India's robust capabili-
ties in warships - from
corvettes to frigates to
destroyers - are still not part
of the global military export
systems, from Asia to
Africa? The Akash pro-
gramme is particularly
instructive, and its
improved variants, includ-
ing Akash Prime and Akash-
NG, demonstrate why
exports must be supported
by continuous research,
upgrades, and reliable pro-
duction. An Economic
Opportunity Defence manu-
facturing is often discussed
primarily through the lens
of national security. That is
understandable, but incom-
plete. Defence is also an eco-
nomic activity capable of

generating massive invest-
ment, a skilled workforce,
technological innovation,
and industrial growth.
However, a few manufactur-
ing sectors impose such
demanding requirements
on suppliers. Defence com-
panies must satisfy strin-
gent quality standards,
undergo extensive trials
and validation, meet securi-
ty, and prove their ability to
deliver over long periods.
They must also invest in
research, testing, and spe-
cialised manufacturing,
often well before a contract
translates into revenue. The
best part: technologies
developed for the military
add many capabilities in
advanced materials, elec-
tronics, sensors, communi-
cations, propulsion, and
precision manufacturing.
So, the export orders can
help Indian companies
increase production vol-
umes, spread development
costs, and reduce their
dependence on a single
domestic customer.

Akash Missile Could Be India's Next
Big Export. But There's A Problem

Goa: The world is set to exceed the 1.5 degrees celsius
warming threshold, but rapid and deep cuts in greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions could limit the extent of the over-
shoot and make a return to that level by the end of the cen-
tury possible, according to a new United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) Emissions Gap Report
released on Tuesday. 
For India, this warning comes as the government has set
new climate targets for 2035, including a 47% reduction in
emissions intensity from 2005 levels and a commitment to
source 60% of cumulative installed electricity capacity
from non-fossil fuels. 

UNEP Emissions Gap Report
According to the UNEP EGR, global greenhouse gas emis-
sions must fall 18% by 2030, 45% by 2035 and 69% by 2040
from 2025 levels to keep the possibility of bringing global
warming back down to 1.5°C by the end of the century.
“Every additional fraction of a degree and additional year
of warming above 1.5°C increases climate impacts and
risks, such as the deadly floods, heatwaves and wildfires
that have plagued many nations this year,” said Inger
Andersen, Executive Director of UNEP in a message on
the report. “So, we must pull out all the stops to minimize
peak warming and return to 1.5°C by the end of the centu-
ry. This is possible.” As per the report, even if countries
fully implement their current Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs), global emissions would fall by only
5-8% by 2030 and 11-15% by 2035, relative to 2025 levels. The
report’s NDC assessment includes pledges submitted by
September 1, 2026.
The report estimates that current country policies could
lead to global warming of around 2.8°C over the course of
this century. If countries implement their national
pledges and sustain their efforts, warming could be lim-
ited to around 2.6°C. Even in the most optimistic scenar-
ios assessed by UNEP, in which countries meet their
NDCs and achieve additional net-zero targets, global
warming would still reach around 2.1°C this century. 
In its EGR, the UNEP says accelerating renewable ener-

gy and improving energy efficiency are critical to closing
the emissions gap. Since the Paris Agreement was adopt-
ed, global renewable electricity capacity has grown three
times faster than anticipated, while solar photovoltaic
capacity has expanded seven times faster.
“A continuation of these trends, supported by additional
policies, would bring the world on track to triple renew-
able energy capacity by 2030 and increase the share of
wind and solar in electricity generation to levels consis-
tent with the lowest possible 1.5°C overshoot scenario,”
the report stated.
Under its proposed benchmarks, global coal-fired elec-
tricity generation would need to fall by at least 75% by
2035 from 2025 levels, while methane emissions would
need to decline by at least 25% lower than 2025 levels by
2030. Even the lowest-overshoot scenario would
require the removal and permanent storage of rough-
ly 320 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide over the course
of this century.

editorial
India’s 2035 Climate Targets
in Focus as UNEP Calls for
45% Global Emissions Cuts

Uttar Pradesh will become safe only
through accountable police system

INDIA NEEDS LEADERS
WHO PUT PEOPLE FIRST

BEYOND CASTE AND RELIGION:Reading the balance of power 
and building national strength
The most important stage 

of any remedy is accurate 
diagnosis. Whether the 
problem concerns an 

individual, a society or a state, 
correctly identifying its root 
cause clarifies the path forward. 
Ignoring a problem leaves it 
intact. Fleeing from it allows it to 
wait. Surrendering permits it to 
dominate. Facing it, by contrast, 
opens constructive paths: apply-
ing a known solution or learning 
and overcoming the obstacle to 
gain new experience. Neglect, 
flight or surrender remain alter-
natives only for those who refuse 
both knowledge and will.

A simplified reading of the 
post-1945 order is useful. 
Exhausted European powers left 
space for American financial and 
energy interests to convene 
experts and design a framework 
for global influence. They backed 
a military figure suited to indi-
rect campaigns. Dwight 
Eisenhower received that sup-
port. The State Department was 
strengthened and a presidential 
intelligence service, which later 
became the CIA, was established. 
Stephen Kinzer’s account of the 
Dulles brothers, who headed 
those organizations, illuminates 
important aspects of this trajec-
tory. Understanding the present 
requires reading that history 
carefully. From the earliest stag-
es of the Arab-Israeli conflict 
through 1967 and to the present, 
the principal beneficiaries of con-
tinued strife have been the mer-
chants of disaster and arms, fore-
most the American military-
industrial complex that 
Eisenhower himself warned 
against.A practical rule is to ask 
who profits from catastrophe. In 
the 1960s, military and religious 
leaderships were encouraged 
toward hostilities, drawing mul-
tisectarian Arab societies into 
conflicts fueled by successive 
waves of Jewish immigration 
from Europe and Russia. Some of 
the underlying thinking paral-
leled the earlier displacement of 
indigenous populations in North 
America.

Washington’s policies have 
repeatedly favored concentrated 
interests over the daily challeng-
es facing ordinary citizens

The 1973 war produced limited 
Arab success yet prolonged the 
conflict and consolidated 
American regional influence. 
French Foreign Minister Michel 
Jobert observed that the true vic-
tor was neither the Israelis nor 
the Arabs but the US. Likud’s 
long dominance followed. 
President Richard Nixon noted 
that continuation of the conflict 
served Israeli and Jewish 
American interests, while 
President Jimmy Carter report-
edly told Anwar Sadat that free-
dom of maneuver was limited 
and required dealing directly 
with Jewish leaders. Ezer 
Weizman spoke of the complex 
among European immigrants 
who regarded all Arabs as ene-
mies.Washington’s policies have 
repeatedly favored concentrated 
interests over the daily challeng-
es facing ordinary citizens. 
Externally, selective interven-
tions have produced fragile gov-
erning systems and resource 
insecurity, treating the develop-
mental needs of other societies as 
secondary. Internally, rising pub-
lic debt, political polarization 
and a form of capitalism that can 
erode the social cohesion it 
claims to strengthen have con-
strained the capacity to impose 
rules unilaterally.

Across much of the Arab world, 
this pattern supported military 
leaders and repressive systems 
that produced failed or failing 
states in which many people 
struggled to meet their basic 

needs — with the notable excep-
tion of the Gulf states. In the US, 
Britain and France — the coun-
tries with the greatest influence 
over the Arab world — the fusion 
of capitalism and democracy has 
generated concentrated capital 
that disproportionately rewards 
the already wealthy while leav-
ing many households with rising 
debt, higher healthcare costs and 
stagnant real wages. When con-
centrated capital merges with 
electoral competition, elections 
increasingly function as contests 
among donors rather than mech-
anisms for setting public priori-
ties. A “doctrine of inevitability” 
reinforces this dynamic by pre-
senting technological and market 
outcomes as largely beyond genu-
ine civic negotiation. When resis-
tance is framed as futile, demo-
cratic capacity weakens.

Today, these three countries 
face overlapping political and 
economic pressures. In the US, 
President Donald Trump is in his 
second term and the Republicans 
control Congress, yet the mid-
term elections of Nov. 3 loom, 
with the Democrats poised to 
take the House and cost-of-living 
concerns dominant. Trump’s 
approval rate sits near 33 per-
cent. Growth of nearly 2 percent 
is supported by artificial intelli-
gence investment, yet inflation 
has risen to 3.7 percent, driven 
primarily by energy prices linked 
to conflict in the Middle East. 
Real wages are stagnant or 
declining and consumer senti-

ment is near historic lows.
Today is not a time for waiting 

— it is a time for reading events 
wisely and acting with determi-
nation

Britain’s Labour government 
under Andy Burnham, in office 
since July following Keir 
Starmer’s resignation, faces an 
autumn budget test amid high 
borrowing costs and energy-driv-
en inflation; growth is resilient at 
near 1.3 percent but is expected to 
slow.

France under Emmanuel 
Macron, in the final months of 
his second term, has a fragile 
government without a stable 
majority, very weak growth of 
about 0.4 percent, a deficit well 
above EU targets and public debt 
near 119 percent of gross domes-
tic product, accompanied by pro-
tests over living costs and deteri-
orating services. Public debt as a 
share of GDP stands at about 124 
percent in the US, 119 percent in 
France and 94 percent in Britain. 
All three continue to spend more 
than they collect while borrow-
ing costs rise, automatically 
enlarging the debt stock. We are 
in a transitional phase. For 
decades, the US and its principal 
allies maintained influence by 
supporting conflicts, wars, coups 
and leaders unable to deliver the 
minimum of local development. 
The result across much of the 
Arab world has been failed or 
failing states that became fertile 
ground for gangs and militias 
backed by regional powers.

What, then, should be done? 
Events must be read with an 
independent eye, drawing on the 
wisdom of earlier generations, 
deep insight, precise measure-
ment and the principle of trian-
gulation so that we consistently 
choose the lesser of two harms or 
the more beneficial of two goods. 
Strategic vision and the develop-
ment of national capabilities are 
the real instruments of strength.

Read without false emotion, 
successful strategic planning 
turns the future we seek into lived 
reality. Great powers, corporate 
states and disaster capitalism 
make mistakes and then exploit 
crises to correct course in their 
own favor. Every state has its own 
plans, ambitions and fears. 
International relations are gov-
erned by interests and shifting 
balances of power, not by senti-
ment. The states of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council must study 
their own realities and futures 
and reassess their alliances with 
courage and wisdom. Interests 
change and balances shift, regard-
less of polished statements.

We should rely on our genuine 
sources of strength, prepare plans 
and alternatives and learn from 
history before it is too late. Saudi 
Arabia is advancing steadily 
toward sustainable development, 
committed to the UN’s 17 
Sustainable Development Goals, in 
order to build a prosperous future 
for all rather than for the wealthy 
alone. On cross-border issues of 
technology, energy and security, 
sustained cooperation among mul-
tiple centers of power is a more 
realistic option than assuming that 
any single alliance can permanent-
ly write the rules for everyone. 
Inevitability is not a law of nature; 
it is a choice that reflects whose 
voice is counted. At the individual 
level, understanding the problem 
is half the solution. Practical steps 
can create positive change: join 
collective efforts, as collective 
action multiplies impact; keep the 
larger picture in view, especially 
in complex conflicts such as the 
Palestinian-Israeli issue, without 
losing sight of the ultimate goal of 
a just peace and dignified coexis-
tence; preserve diversity and draw 
the best from people everywhere; 
tell your story.
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Vijayawada, October 22,
2026: Malaria, dengue and
seasonal fevers remain a
concern across Andhra
Pradesh this post monsoon
season, particularly in the
coastal and north coastal
districts. According to the
State Health Department,
malaria cases rose 27.9% to
7,895 up to August 30 this
year, with increases in
Alluri Sitarama Raju,
Polavaram and
Vizianagaram districts,
while 1,475 dengue cases
were recorded. Bird flu has
also been a concern in other
part of the state, and resi-
dents have been advised to
stay vigilant.
With early symptoms of
most seasonal infections
looking alike, timely consul-
tation is more important
than self-medication.
Against this backdrop, Star
Health and Allied Insurance
Company Limited (NSE:
STARHEALTH; BSE:
543412), one of India’s lead-
ing standalone health insur-
ance companies, is encour-
aging families to put pre-
vention first, and is
strengthening access to
Virtual Doctor
Consultations, guided care
support and Home Health
Care across Andhra
Pradesh.

CARE AT HOME, UNDER
MEDICAL SUPERVISION

Star Health Insurance’s
data points to growing adop-
tion of medically supervised
treatment at home. Home
Health Care utilisation
among eligible policyhold-
ers in Andhra Pradesh grew
over 4.2X between April and
September 2026 compared
with the same period last
year, after tripling the year
before, taking overall
growth to more than 12X in
two years. Adoption has
been seen across key loca-
tions including Vijayawada,
Visakhapatnam, Guntur,
Kakinada, East Godavari,
Kadapa, Prakasam (Darsi),
Gudivada, Narasaraopet,
Narsapur and Anantapur.

SIMPLE STEPS FOR A
HEALTHHY SEASON
•         Prevent mosquito
breeding: clear stagnant

water around the home, in
line with the State Health
Department’s weekly
Friday Dry Day.
•         Avoid mosquito bites:
use mosquito nets and repel-
lents, and wear full sleeved
clothing, especially at dawn
and dusk.
Consult a doctor early for
fever with chills, severe
headache, body ache or
joint pain, particularly in
the case of senior citizens,
children and people with
existing conditions, and
seek immediate medical
attention for breathing diffi-
culty, persistent high fever,
bleeding or signs of dehy-
dration.
Commenting on the adviso-
ry, Mr. Srinivas KBB,
Business Head, Andhra
Pradesh, Star Health
Insurance, said:

“Prevention remains the
simplest and most effective
form of healthcare. Malaria,
dengue, seasonal flu and
viral fevers can look alike
in their early stages, and
only a doctor can tell the dif-
ference, so the costliest mis-
take a family can make is
waiting it out. Between
April and September, Home
Health Care utilisation
among our customers in
Andhra Pradesh grew over
4.2X compared with the
same period last year,
which shows that families
are increasingly choosing
medically supervised treat-
ment at home when their
condition allows it. With
Talk to Star, Virtual Doctor
Consultations and Home
Health Care, our policy-
holders are one call away
from the right care.”

Mumbai,  October 2026: Diwali is one
of the few times of the year when we
pour ourselves into creating joy for
everyone we love. Every detail mat-
ters, from decorating our homes and
preparing rituals to choosing gifts and
welcoming family and friends. Yet, in
the midst of this celebration, the sim-
plest expressions of love for our inner
circle can often take a back seat.
Rooted in Indriya's philosophy of find-
ing the 'Us in We', Festival of Love cel-
ebrates the relationships and moments
of connection that sit at the heart of
every celebration. This Diwali,
Indriya, Aditya Birla Jewellery, brings
this thought to life through its latest
campaign featuring Aditi Rao Hydari
and Siddharth. The campaign brings
to life the warmth, affection and inti-
macy shared between two people amid
the larger celebrations of Diwali. Set
around Aditi and Siddharth preparing
to host friends for the festival, the film
captures the easy banter and quiet
yearning for togetherness that often
gets lost amidst the festive rush. As
they navigate the beautiful chaos of
Diwali preparations, a thoughtful ges-
ture takes centre stage, creating a
heartfelt moment that prompts their
friends to playfully ask, "Aaj Diwali
hai ya Valentine's Day?" At the heart of
Festival of Love is the idea that every
celebration is made meaningful by the
relationships at its centre. While
Diwali is marked by togetherness and
shared joy, it is often the personal ges-
tures between loved ones that leave the
deepest impression. Through the cam-
paign, Indriya shines a light on these
moments of affection and connection,
where jewellery becomes more than
an adornment, evolving into a mean-

ingful expression of love, gratitude and
togetherness. Sandeep Kohli, CEO,
Indriya, said, "The festive season
remains one of the most important
periods for the jewellery industry,
shaped by the enduring traditions of
celebration, gifting and auspicious
purchases. As Indriya continues to
expand its presence across India, we
see this as an opportunity to build
deeper emotional connections with
consumers through stories that res-
onate with how they celebrate today.
With 'Festival of Love', we wanted to
spotlight the relationships and
moments that make the festive season
meaningful, while Padmika brings this
sentiment to life through jewellery
inspired by prosperity, blessings and
new beginnings. Together, they reflect
our vision of creating jewellery that is
rooted in Indian culture yet relevant for
the modern consumer." Shantiswarup
Panda, Head of Marketing and Visual
Merchandising, Indriya, said, "Festival

of Love is a natural extension of our 'Us
in We' philosophy, which celebrates the
relationships that bring meaning to our
lives. This Diwali, we wanted to move
beyond the larger spectacle of the festi-
val and focus on the moments of affec-
tion and connection that often unfold
quietly within it. Aditi and Siddharth
brought this thought to life effortless-
ly. As a couple, they embody the
warmth, playfulness and genuine com-
panionship that the campaign seeks to
celebrate, making the story feel
authentic and relatable.” On conceptu-
alising the campaign, Tanuja Bhat,
Senior Executive Creative Director &
Creative Head, Beauty & Luxury
Collective, Ogilvy West, said, ‘While
Diwali is about coming together, it is
also about those little moments we
manage to steal with the people closest
to us. With ‘Festival of Love’, we want-
ed to move beyond the spectacle of the
festival and explore the intimacy that
exists within it. 

Star Health Urges People in Andhra Pradesh
to Seek Timely Preventive Care This Season

The Board of Directors of
ICICI Life Insurance
Limited approved and
adopted the financial
results for the quarter
ended September 30, 2026.
In H1-FY2027, the retail pro-
tection segment grew by
47.2% year-on-year and the
annuity segment grew by
50.0% year-on-year. As a
result, retail sum assured
increased by 34.9% year-on-
year to  2.32 lakh crore,
reflecting a meaningful
expansion in the coverage
offered to customers.
New business premium of
the Company grew by 25.0%
year-on-year to  11,821 crore
in H1-FY2027. Value of New
Business (VNB) grew by
22.3% year-on-year to  1,283
crore, with a margin of
26.0%. Profit After Tax
(PAT) increased by 26.5%
year on year to  760 crore in
H1-FY2027.
Mr. Sidharatha Mishra,
Chief Operating Officer
(COO) of ICICI Life
Insurance Limited said,
“Customer centricity has
always been ICICI Life’s
core ethos, and this stead-

fast commitment will con-
tinue to guide all our
actions in the years ahead
as well. Protection and
annuity remain at the heart
of our long-term strategy,
addressing deeply under-
penetrated needs in India.
Backed by a well-diversified
distribution network, inno-
vative & customer-centric
product portfolio, customer-
first sales & service, indus-
try leading quality parame-
ters, strong risk & capital
metrics, we are a resilient
organisation that can suc-
cessfully capitalise on
emerging opportunities.
Our commitment is to
deliver sustainable VNB
growth while balancing
business, profitability and
risk & prudence.”
The Company’s claim settle-
ment ratio stood at 99.3% in

H1-FY2027, with an average
turnaround time of 1.1 days
for non-investigated claims.
During the period, the
Company settled  2,627 crore
of death claims and paid
8,634 crore as maturity and
survival benefits, reflecting
its continued focus on deliv-
ering timely financial pro-
tection and peace of mind to
customers when needed the
most. The Company has
been renamed to ‘ICICI Life
Insurance Limited’, mark-
ing an important milestone
in its 25-year journey of
securing dreams and finan-
cial future of more than 20
crore Indians. As this new
chapter unfolds, the
Company’s commitment of
making ‘Har Kal Aasaan’
for all its stakeholders con-
tinues to be guided by its
customer-first philosophy.

Mumbai October 2026: A
motorcycle brand is built on
more than the motorcycle
itself. For riders, the real
test begins after the keys
are handed over and how
easily they can access the
nearest dealership, how
quickly a replacement part
can be sourced, how the
motorcycle holds up over
time and how confidently
they can access service
when needed.
For Jawa Yezdi
Motorcycles, these funda-
mentals have become cen-
tral to the next chapter of its
journey. The return of an
iconic motorcycle marque
naturally begins with the
product. But sustaining that
revival requires consider-
ably more. It requires build-
ing an ownership ecosys-
tem that can support riders
long after the excitement of
a new motorcycle wears off.
Over the past few years,
Jawa Yezdi has increasing-
ly focused on strengthening
the foundations of owner-
ship across network reach,
parts availability, product
quality and service.

The most visible change has
been the brand's growing
physical presence. Jawa
Yezdi has been on an accel-
erating its network expan-
sion, with its footprint mov-
ing towards the 500-dealer-
ship milestone in 2026 and a
roadmap to reach more
than 700 touchpoints across
India by FY28. The expan-
sion is also extending the
brand's presence into
emerging markets and
bringing it closer to riding
communities across the
country.
For riders, however, net-
work expansion is about
more than a number on
map. It means being able to
find the brand closer to
home, not only when buy-
ing a motorcycle, but also
when it requires attention,
maintenance or support. As
the footprint grows, accessi-
bility is becoming an
increasingly important part
of the Jawa Yezdi owner-
ship proposition.
The same principle applies
to something less visible but
equally important: spare
parts. A motorcycle is

meant to be ridden, not kept
waiting for a part. Parts
availability can often deter-
mine whether a routine
repair remains routine or
becomes an extended inter-
ruption to everyday riding.
Jawa Yezdi has therefore
been strengthening its
spare-parts ecosystem
alongside its expanding net-
work, with authorised serv-
ice infrastructure providing
access to genuine parts and
consumables.
Initiatives such as the
nationwide Legends' Care
Camp have further brought
parts, service and mainte-
nance support closer to rid-
ers across the network. It is
a seemingly straightfor-
ward aspect of ownership,
but one that has an outsized
impact on how riders expe-
rience a brand over the
years. Ultimately, owner-
ship confidence is built
through hundreds of small
interactions.
The latest generation of
Jawa and Yezdi motorcy-
cles reflects a continued
focus on refinement, fit, fin-
ish and engineering. 

ICICI Life reports robust PAT growth of
26.5% to Rs. 760 crore in H1-FY2027

How Jawa Yezdi Rebuilt Confidence
Across Every Stage of Ownership

Mumbai, 2026: Krystal Integrated
Services Limited (KISL), a well-
diversified provider of integrated
facility management, staffing solu-
tions, security services, catering and
waste management services across
India announced that the Company
has acquired 100% equity stake in
Citelum India Private Limited
(“Citelum India”) from its current
shareholders including Citelum
S.A.S., France. Citelum India will
become a wholly owned subsidiary
of Krystal Integrated Services
Limited.
The acquisition marks Krystal’s
entry into the City Lighting & Urban
Infrastructure segment and forms
part of its strategy to build an engi-
neering-led infrastructure services
business. Krystal is targeting annual
revenue of ?300–350 crore from the
new vertical over the next 3–4 years
and plans to invest approximately
?100 crores in engineering capabili-
ties, technology platforms and busi-
ness expansion. The Company plans
to scale its operations across 30–40
cities in 12–15 states, with infrastruc-
ture services expected to contribute
12–15% of consolidated revenues.

STRATEGIC RATIONALE
·       This acquisition marks Krystal's

entry into city lighting and urban
infrastructure services supported by
increasing investments in energy-
efficient public infrastructure and
city development initiatives.
·       Integrates Citelum India's
expertise in city lighting and urban
infrastructure services with
Krystal's facility management and
technical operations platform.
·       Strengthens the Company’s abil-
ity to deliver end-to-end infrastruc-
ture services particularly for long-
term operations and maintenance
projects.
·       Krystal intends to build on
Citelum India's domain expertise
and expand the Company's opera-

tions across a wider spectrum of
electrical infrastructure services
including connected lighting, smart
metering, EV charging infrastruc-
ture and other city-focused electrical
solutions.

MANAGEMENT COMMENTARY
Commenting on the performance,
Mr. Sanjay Dighe, CEO & Whole
Time Director, Krystal Integrated
Services Ltd, said, Krystal
Integrated Services Limited took a
strategic step toward strengthening
its presence in infrastructure-linked
services through the acquisition of
Citelum India Private Limited, a
company operating in the city light-

ing and urban infrastructure servic-
es segment.
Urban infrastructure in India is wit-
nessing growing investment driven
by urbanization, increasing focus on
energy efficiency and public infra-
structure development. As cities
increasingly adopt technology-
enabled street lighting systems that
improve energy efficiency, monitor-
ing and asset management, demand
is rising for service providers capa-
ble of delivering both installation
expertise and long-term operations
and maintenance of lighting infra-
structure.
Citelum India operates in this seg-
ment offering services across the
design, engineering, installation and
maintenance of street lighting and
city lighting infrastructure with
extensive experience in delivering
connected lighting solutions and
managing lighting assets.
The proposed acquisition will enable
Krystal to integrate Citelum India’s
technical capabilities with its exist-
ing operational strengths in inte-
grated services and technical main-
tenance enhancing its ability to par-
ticipate in infrastructure-linked
opportunities requiring specialized
engineering expertise and long-term
service delivery.

Krystal Targets Rs. 300–350 Crore Annual Revenue
from City Lighting & Urban Infrastructure Business

Indriya Unveils ‘Festival of Love’, Its Diwali
Campaign Featuring Aditi Rao Hydari and Siddharth

Mumbai, October 2026: The
future won’t wait. And nei-
ther should you! WOL3D
India Ltd., India’s first 3D
printing company listed on
NSE Emerge, is bringing
back its much-awaited MAD
Sale — Mega Anniversary
Dhamaka, from October 24– 7
Nov 2026of extraordinary
deals, leading global technol-
ogy brands and exciting
opportunities to enter the
world of 3D printing. Bigger
ambitions. Bolder ideas.
More accessible technology.
And six days to make your
move. Positioned as India’s
Biggest 3D Printing Sale,
MAD Sale 2.0 brings together
leading global brands includ-
ing Bambu Lab, Creality,
ELEGOO, Snapmaker and
Anycubic, with exciting
offers across 3D printers, 3D
scanners, laser engravers, fil-
aments, accessories and
combo packages. Available at
WOL3D stores and online at
www.wol3d.com, this six-day
shopping extravaganza is for
anyone who believes the next
big opportunity belongs to
those ready to create it. 

DON’T JUST BUY A PROD-

UCT. INVEST IN WHAT
YOU CAN CREATE.
Imagine designing a product

at home, bringing it to life,
and creating customized toys
for your children. Developing
prototypes for your next busi-
ness idea. Learning a future-
ready skill and or starting a
small business with the
power to manufacture prod-
ucts on demand. That is the
promise of 3D printing. Until
recently, advanced manufac-
turing technology was large-
ly associated with factories,
laboratories and large corpo-
rations. Today, desktop 3D
printing is opening new pos-
sibilities for homes, schools,
colleges, design studios,
entrepreneurs and business-
es. WOL3D wants every
Indian to see a 3D printer not
merely as a machine, but as a
tool for imagination, innova-
tion and income generation.
Through MAD Sale 2.0,
WOL3D aims to make this
technology more accessible
to first-time buyers, existing
users and aspiring entrepre-
neurs. Because the real value
of a 3D printer is not just
what it costs today, it is what
you may be able to create

with it tomorrow. The next
toy brand could begin in your
home. The next product inno-
vation could start on your
desk. The next business could
begin with one idea and one
3D printer. Why wait for the
future when you can start
building it? 

GLOBAL BRANDDS. BIG-
TICKET DEALS. SIX DAYS
OF MADNESS.
For six days only, MAD
Sale 2.0 brings together
some of the most recog-
nised names in the
global 3D printing
ecosystem under one
nationwide celebra-
tion. Customers can
explore: * Up to 60%
OFF on select prod-
ucts across categories,
subject to applicable
offers and availability.
* Up to 15% OFF on 3D
printers. * Up to 12%
OFF on 3D scanners.
* Up to 15% OFF on
laser engravers. *
Exciting combo offers
and additional deals
across participating
products. Offers may
vary by product, brand

and sales channel. Terms and
conditions apply. Whether
you are buying your first 3D
printer, upgrading to a faster,
more advanced
machine, exploring
3D scanning, enter-
ing laser engrav-
ing, or equipping
your business for
the next phase of

growth, MAD Sale offers a
chance to explore advanced
technology at compelling
prices. From beginners dis-

covering the magic of
their first creation
to professionals
looking to expand
their capabilities,
the possibilities
are endless. Your

ideas are limit-
less.

The madness is back! Wol3d brings India’s biggest
3d printing sale — six days to buy the future

Beyond the Revival:
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Israel's general election
takes place on Tuesday 27
October. It's the first election
since the 7 October 2023
Hamas-led attacks on Israel
and its subsequent conflicts
in Gaza and with Iran,
Hezbollah and the Houthis.
Many view it as one of the
most pivotal elections in
Israel's history, with global
implications. Who are the
main contenders? Current
polling puts incumbent
Benjamin Netanyahu in a
tight race with Gadi
Eisenkot, a former head of
the Israel Defense Forces, to
become prime minister.
Eisenkot's popularity stems
partly from his military cre-
dentials and his relative
newness in politics, having
formed his Yashar Party
only last year. He lost his
son, a soldier, in the first
months of the Gaza war, and
served in Israel's war cabinet
under Netanyahu until
resigning in 2024 over dis-
agreements about the con-
flict. He has built his cam-
paign on calls for accounta-
bility over the security fail-
ures that led to 7 October.
Other opposition leaders

include former prime minis-
ter Naftali Bennett and
Avigdor Lieberman - both
right-wingers who take hard-
line positions on security
and advocate permanent
Israeli control over much of
the occupied West Bank - and
Yair Golan, a left-winger
who supports Israel's with-
drawal from large parts of
the territory. Despite their
differences, they could work
with Eisenkot to form a gov-
ernment. Netanyahu's cur-
rent government is the most
right-wing in Israel's history.
In order to remain in power,
he will likely have to rely on
the support of some of his
existing far-right coalition
partners. Some hold ultra-
nationalist positions, such as

calling for Israel to annex the
West Bank and for the
"migration" of Palestinians
from Gaza - which could
amount to the forced dis-
placement of civilians. Some
members of Netanyahu's
own Likud party have also
called for Palestinian "migra-
tion" from the territory.
There are two Arab party
blocs in the running too, as
about one-fifth of Israel's pop-
ulation is Arab - many of
whom describe themselves
as Palestinian citizens of
Israel. In theory, they could
prove kingmakers. But all
but one of the leading Jewish
parties have ruled out work-
ing with them. Israel's far
right find fertile ground
among first-time voters How

do the elections work?
Israel's parliament - known
as the Knesset - has 120 seats,
meaning a government must
hold 61 seats to command a
majority. Israel uses a pro-
portional representation
voting system, meaning gov-
ernments have always been
coalitions of multiple par-
ties. This means that after
election day, it may take
weeks or even months
before the next government
is formed - with different
parties wrangling for con-
cessions and deals being
struck. If no bloc can form a
majority, it is possible a
minority government could
take power. What are the
main issues? The dominat-
ing topic has been security -
with the challengers to
Netanyahu all heavily criti-
cising the security failures
that led to the 7 October
attacks, in which nearly
1,200 people were killed and
251 others taken back to
Gaza as hostages.
Nevertheless, Netanyahu
has once again framed him-
self as "Mr Security", point-
ing to strategic victories in
Israel's wars since 2023. 

Large companies normally
have big IT departments and
plans in place for this sort of
thing, but smaller companies
"are much more vulnerable",
warns Charlotte Wilson of
cyber-security firm Check
Point Software. She tells
Radio 4's World at One pro-
gramme what these smaller
companies should be doing
right now: Make a call to
whoever manages your web-
site - which may be an exter-
nal organisation. Wilson
says you need to find out if
the website uses PHP and if
you're affected. If so, do they
have a plan in place and has
this been applied? Don't
assume anybody else has
fixed it. Wilson notes that,
even if you have a website
hosting provider who over-
sees the underlying infra-
structure, your business
could still be responsible for
using its software Back up
your website. Check that you
can restore it too, so that if
something goes wrong and
you need to recover it quick-
ly, you have a protected copy
separate from your live web-
site Keep a watchful eye mov-
ing forward. Wilson recom-
mends keeping a monitor on
your website to pick up sus-
picious behaviour even after
you've patched the problem.
While there's not been evi-
dence of successful hacks so
far, she cautions that you
normally don't know some-
one's managed it until things
go wrong . David Lloyd Clubs
has confirmed its app is
down due to the ongoing PHP
incident affecting millions of
websites worldwide. The
gym group responded to a
member on X who com-
plained they were unable to

book classes, saying: "Due to
a global outage affecting
organisations around the
world, our app is temporarily
unavailable while precau-
tionary updates are carried
out." David Lloyd Clubs says
its locations remain open
and that members can book
classes in person. More now
from technology minister
Baroness Lloyd of Effra on
the government's response.
"Whilst we have heard
reports of exploitation activi-
ty and scanning internation-
ally, we are not aware of any
compromises in the UK pub-
lic sector or in the UK as
such," she says. The technol-
ogy minister once again
urges both the public and pri-
vate sectors to increase cyber
resilience "by taking the
measures that we have sug-
gested". Those measures, she
says, include "signing up to
early warning
systems...understanding
fully your supply chains, and
ensuring that they all meet
the requisite standards of
cyber resilience". Olly

Whitehouse, the chief tech-
nology officer for the UK's
National Cyber Security
Centre (NCSC), says the
"scale of this is unprecedent-
ed". "It will be universally
felt, I suspect," he tells BBC
Radio 4's World At One. On
the possibility this flaw has
been used by hackers, he
says there are "no indica-
tions" at the moment of "any
successful breaches".
Without being drawn into
specific organisations, he
says the NCSC is "starting to
see positive confirmation"
that advice sent to those
affected has been received
and is being acted on. When
asked if there will be more
events like this, he says it is
"reasonable to expect that
this will not be the last".Olly
Whitehouse, the chief tech-
nology officer for the UK's
National Cyber Security
Centre (NCSC), says the
"scale of this is unprecedent-
ed". "It will be universally
felt, I suspect," he tells BBC
Radio 4's World At One. On
the possibility this flaw has

been used by hackers, he
says there are "no indica-
tions" at the moment of "any
successful breaches".
Without being drawn into
specific organisations, he
says the NCSC is "starting to
see positive confirmation"
that advice sent to those
affected has been received
and is being acted on. When
asked if there will be more
events like this, he says it is
"reasonable to expect that
this will not be the last".
Speaking in the House of
Lords, technology minister
Baroness Lloyd of Effra says
the National Cyber Security
Centre was "briefed by
OpenAI last week on this
potential specific vulnerabil-
ity". That warning prompted
efforts by the government "to
ensure that disclosure hap-
pened in a coordinated way
with vendors so that there
was sufficient preparation to
protect customers", she says.
As a reminder, the PHP
Foundation's original plan
was to release a software
patch in late October, but it

was forced to bring forward
the announcement after a
leak. We've heard more from
Baroness Lloyd of Effra, who
has given further details
about how the UK govern-
ment's response is playing
out. "The government acted
proactively ahead of public
disclosure," she says in the
House of Lords. Departments
were "alerted to the vulnera-
bility and advised to identify
potential affected systems,
assess their exposure, and
prepare to implement mitiga-
tions and security updates".
She reveals that the National
Cyber Security Centre was
"able to make 50,000 proac-
tive notifications to the wider
economy to advise business
and other organisations on
what actions they should
take". The baroness adds:
"The government continues
to monitor the situation
closely and work with
departments to maintain the
security resilience and avail-
ability of public services."
She says the number of gov-
ernment services that are
unavailable has "largely
resulted" from precautionary
measures taken to protect
systems while updates and
mitigations are applied.
They are working closely
with departments to "restore
the services safely and
securely", she adds. The
advice is to mitigate then
restore the services, which
they are doing as quickly as
possible, the minister adds.
Thirty-two government
services are unavailable and
four are partially unavail-
able amid the PHP cyber
security issue, Baroness
Lloyd of Effra has said in the
House of Lords. 

El Salvador's president has
said he has launched a mil-
itary operation to rescue
four air force personnel
who have been missing in
Haiti since Sunday.
Threatening further action,
Nayib Bukele said that
Wednesday's attack was
"nothing" compared with
what would happen if all
the hostages - who he said
were not combatants - were
not returned alive. They
went missing after being
ambushed by "heavily
armed criminal groups," El
Salvador's armed forces
said. The ambush occurred
in Croix-des-Bouquets, an
area controlled by armed
groups. They were part of
the so-called Gang
Suppression Force (GSF),
approved by the United
Nations Security Council
earlier this month, to tackle
escalating gang violence in
Haiti. According to an X
post from Bukele, the mis-
sion consisted of pilots and
technical personnel, whose
primary jobs were to "carry
out medical evacuations
and save lives, not to wage

war". His post said the
Salvadoran military opera-
tion's single objective was
to bring the four men back
home alive. He added that if
all four were returned
alive, without being
harmed, "everything will
go back to how it was before
the kidnapping". Bukele
added they were kidnapped
"in a cowardly manner"
while returning after buy-
ing food at a market in the
area. A statement released
by the Armed Forces of El
Salvador on Sunday said
the group was ambushed
while travelling back to its
camp in an armoured vehi-
cle, which caught fire after
being hit by explosives. So
far, no gang has claimed
responsibility for the
attack. Salvadoran helicop-
ters were deployed to assist,
with multiple attempts to
make an approach by land
and air hampered by fight-
ing and local security con-
ditions, the armed forces
said. On Wednesday, before
Bukele announced the
launch of the military oper-
ation, the GSF said it was

searching for the four miss-
ing personnel following the
attack. It added that it had
"engaged armed gang ele-
ments, with helicopter sup-
port" and that early reports
had indicated that several
gang members were killed.
Earlier this week, the UN
warned that Haiti's armed
gangs were adapting to
intensified security condi-
tions, saying that they were
"stepping up reprisals
against civilians and
extending their reach into
rural areas". Haiti has not
held elections since 2016,
and two weeks ago post-
poned presidential and
legislative elections -
scheduled for 13 December
- indefinitely. The country
has been wracked by eco-
nomic chaos, a political
vacuum and increasingly
violent gang warfare since
its president was assassi-
nated in 2021. More than
5,500 people were killed in
gang-related violence in
Haiti in 2024. Armed gangs
currently control about
85% of the capital, Port-au-
Prince.

HOW DO ISRAEL'S ELECTIONS WORK AND
WHO ARE THE MAIN CONTENDERS?

Minister says 32 UK government services
unavailable due to global cyber-security issue

EL SALVADOR'S PRESIDENT
THREATENS HAITIAN GANGS
OVER MILITARY HOSTAGES

A famed dusky shark in
South Korea is still lingering
near a canal that it was guid-
ed out of on Wednesday. The
shark, nicknamed Bukangi,
became an unlikely sensa-
tion after it was spotted
swimming in a canal in the
south-eastern port city of
Busan last month. For
weeks, rescuers tried in vain
to get it back to the open sea
using large nets. On
Thursday, authorities said
they had reinforced barriers
to prevent Bukangi from
returning. But it has yet to
swim out into the open sea,
and has been circling back
repeatedly to the mouth of
the waterway. Its rescue
prompted mixed reactions in
Busan, where some said the
shark should stay while oth-
ers felt it was better for it to
go. In a livestreamed opera-
tion on Wednesday, rescue

workers took more than
eight hours to delicately
guide the three-metre-long
(10ft) shark with a net
towards open water in a har-
bour. Hundreds of adoring
fans gathered at the park
overlooking the canal, cheer-
ing and waving goodbye to
the shark. But then, on
Thursday morning, Bukangi
reportedly swam back into
the canal after breaking
through a barrier installed

by authorities. For some
time, Bukangi was trapped in
a tight space between two
layers of nets in the canal.
Rescuers freed it by remov-
ing the outer layer, and have
since fortified the remaining
layer of nets to prevent it from
going back in. Since then,
authorities said, Bukangi has
been swimming further out
but keeps circling back. A
government official told the
BBC on Thursday afternoon

that rescuers had concluded
their operations to free the
shark. It is thought that
Bukangi might have been
drawn to the canal by unusu-
ally warm waters and plenty
of fish. With the sea getting
warmer each year, experts
say Busan may play host to
more sharks in the future. In
the month that she has been
in the canal, Bukangi had
already attracted more than
1.6 million visitors. Its popu-
larity gave a welcome boost
to Busan's tourism, and the
city embraced it as an unof-
ficial mascot. But authori-
ties were also concerned
about Bukangi's well-being
as it appeared to be injured
and was not eating. Social
media users have been cir-
culating videos of Bukangi
swimming in the canal with
what appears to be a blood-
ied snout. 

Celebrity shark guided out of South Korea
canal refuses to swim out to sea

Two women - a Swiss and
an Austrian – have been
freed after more than a
year in captivity in Niger
and handed over to
authorities in the Libyan
city of Benghazi. Austrian
national Eva
Gretzmacher, 76, and
Swiss Claudia Abbt, 69,
were kidnapped separate-
ly in the northern
Nigerien city of Agadez in
January and April last
year. No details have been
given about who was hold-
ing them or their
demands, although some
reports have previously
linked the kidnapping to
Islamic State militants.
The circumstances of

their release were not dis-
closed. The Austrian and
Swiss governments have
both confirmed the release
of their citizens. The
Swiss government said
Abbt was free and on her
way back to Switzerland,
while Austria said
Gretzmacher had been
released after "intensive
diplomatic efforts". "We
are all very relieved that
Eva G. is free again after
more than 21 months...
For many months, we
worked closely, discreet-
ly, and in a spirit of trust
with our regional,
European, and interna-
tional partners. These
joint efforts have paid
off," Foreign Minister
Beate Meinl-Reisinger
said in a statement. The
Swiss foreign ministry
said the country's federal
administration officials
had met Abbt in Benghazi
and she had received
medical care. "She is
doing well under the cir-
cumstances and is cur-
rently on her way back to
Switzerland," it added. 

Two European women held 
captive for more than a year in

Niger freed in Libya

Married at First Sight
Australia is facing fresh con-
troversy after police
launched an investigation
into the hit reality TV show.
New South Wales Police told
BBC News that inquiries
had taken place "following a
report of inappropriate con-
tent being shared". Channel
Nine, which broadcasts
Married at First Sight
Australia, confirmed that it
was "aware of a police inves-
tigation" involving the
show's production company.
It is the latest blow for the
show, after a BBC News
investigation earlier this
year into MAFS Australia
revealed cast members said
they had not been told their
partners had previous drug

and violence convictions.
Those revelations led to a
warning from Australia's
media watchdog, which
called them "serious and dis-
turbing". The British ver-
sion of Married at First
Sight, known to many as
MAFS UK, was separately
plunged into crisis in May
after BBC Panorama report-
ed rape allegations from two
female cast members - alle-
gations the men involved
have denied. MAFS UK is
made by a different produc-
tion company to the
Australian version. Married
at First Sight shows single
people agreeing to "marry"
total strangers after meeting
for the first time at their
mock weddings. 

Police investigate Married at
First Sight Australia after
'inappropriate' allegations

At least four dead after storm brings flooding to southern France

El Salvador's

president has said he

has launched a mili-

tary operation to res-

cue four air force

ppersonnel who have

been missing in

Haiti since Sunday. 
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World number one Elena
Rybakina reached the
quarter-finals of the
Ningbo Open on Thursday
on her return from injury
when opponent Polina
Kudermetova retired. The
top seed and defending
champion was cruising 5-0
in eastern China when the
world number 105 from
Uzbekistan called it quits
because of injury. Moscow-
born Kazakh Rybakina
will face Poland's unseeded
Katarzyna Kawa in the last
eight. Rybakina, 27, won
the US Open for her third
Grand Slam crown in
September and usurped
Aryna Sabalenka as world
number one in New York.
She was then stunned in
the second round in Beijing
at the start of this month,
and pulled out of the
Wuhan Open citing a foot
injury. Alexandra Eala
crashed out in the Ningbo

last 16 as the Philippine
history-maker suffered a
battling straight-sets defeat
to Diana Shnaider. The
Russian world number 13
won 7-5, 6-4 and will face
the talented American
teenager Iva Jovic in the
quarter-finals. The 21-year-
old Eala in August became
the first player from the
Philippines to win a WTA
title and is typically fol-
lowed by a throng of fans
from her country. 
But after beating France's
Diane Parry in straight
sets in the previous round
in Ningbo, the world num-
ber 20 came up against a far
sterner test in Shnaider.
The 22-year-old Russian,
who is seeking to win a
sixth WTA singles title,
used her superior power to
take the first set in just
over 50 minutes. The sec-
ond set was closer as Eala
fought for survival. 

TOP-RANKED ELENA
RYBAKINA INTO NINGBO

QUARTER-FINALS ON
RETURN FROM INJURY

Wicketkeeper-batter Sanju
Samson said there was no
grand plan behind his blis-
tering opening stands with
Abhishek Sharma, adding
that the opening pair simply
watch the ball and hit hard,
after the side chased down
226 against New Zealand to
record their highest suc-
cessful run chase in T20Is.

Samson's 33-ball 67, studded
with eight fours and four
sixes, set up India's four-
wicket win in the five-match
T20I series opener. He and
Abhishek (29 off 12) raced to
93 runs as an opening pair.
After the duo fell, captain
Shreyas Iyer's 42 and
Naman Dhir's unbeaten 42
helped India reach home
with two balls to spare. "We
do have a lot of conversa-
tions happening in the mid-
dle, but nothing makes
sense actually. We just
watch the ball and hit hard.
It has been working very
well for us and I like batting
with him at the top," Samson
said at the post-match pres-
entation ceremony, where
he got the Player of the

Match award.
He also revealed that once
India got off to a flier in the
chase, he and Abhishek felt
they could put the game
away early. "The ball was
swinging around a lot, I
think in the second half, a
bit too much actually. But
off the surface it was coming
on very nicely. So I think me
and Abhi just felt like keep-
ing the shape and having a
very positive intent in the

powerplay.
"Once we got off to a flying
start, we felt the match could
be finished in the first half
as well. Six overs, 90-odd
runs - that was a great start
today. So I think we just
wanted to go all out."
Samson's dismissal in the
ninth over sparked a slide
and he felt the win in front of
a sell-out crowd at the
Hagley Oval was a collective
effort. 

SANJU SAMSON REVEALS SECRET
BEHIND INDIA'S HISTORIC CHASE

VS NEW ZEALAND IN 1ST T20I

hamzat Chimaev has
attached a condition to his $1
million offer to Sean

Strickland. The UFC middleweight
champion must agree to a rapid
rematch. Chimaev lost the 185-
pound title to Strickland by split
decision at UFC 328 in May and
states that he will not pay for a
fight that is pushed years into the
future. Strickland has not yet given
any public response to the chal-
lenge. Chimaev first made the
money offer on X, asking
Strickland to "send location". He
then made it clear that the offer
remains in place only if Strickland
books the rematch at this time. The
Chechen thinks he won their first
fight and is therefore entitled to
one more opportunity. Chimaev
explains his million-dollar rematch
condition On October 5, Khamzat
Chimaev first put forward his offer
on X, stating, "Strickland, I'll pay
you one million. Give me your loca-
tion and let's fight, it doesn't matter
if it's outside or inside the cage."

The message came as Strickland
publicly complained about UFC
pay and suggested he may pursue a
boxing match against Jake Paul
after his contract. However,
Chimaev has now clarified that the
money is not available indefinitely.
“The rematch, if he accepts tomor-
row, yeah,” he said. “He not accept-
ing, like, after a couple of years.
Why should I pay? It's gonna any-
way it's gonna happen. If I accept,
like next fight against me, I will
pay.” Chimaev still disputes
Strickland's UFC 328 victory
Khamzat Chimaev still believes he
won their first meeting. Sean
Strickland took the title on two 48-
47 scorecards, while the third judge
scored the bout for Chimaev. “I
won the match, but they took my
belt,” the Chechen said, calling
Strickland's back-foot approach an
unusual way for a fighter to win a
championship. He also claimed he
earned “five times” Strickland's
purse from UFC 328, framing a
rematch as the fastest route to a

bigger payday
for the cham-
p i o n .
Strickland's
f r u s t r a t i o n
with pay has
become a major
narrative. Dana White has
countered that the champi-
on signed a new UFC deal
in May to secure the
Chimaev fight, while
Strickland has pointed to
the money available in
Zuffa Boxing as evidence
of what he believes he is
worth elsewhere.
Chimaev, meanwhile,
has said he may take
time away to address
multiple injuries if he
is not booked by the
end of the year. He is
also scheduled to
wrestle UFC Hall of
Famer Robbie Lawler
at RAF 14 in Las
Vegas on October 23.

KHAMZAT CHIMAEV REVEALS
ONE CONDITION BEHIND
HIS $1 MILLION OFFER TO
SEAN STRICKLAND

Cricket fans in New Zealand
now have a new way to
watch India vs New Zealand
T20I as the opening six overs
of the series is set to be
streamed live on TikTok.
New Zealand and broadcast-
er Sky have introduced the
initiative to attract younger
audiences through popular
short video platform. This
will be streamed live on the
official BLACKCAPS
TikTok account. The cover-
age will be presented in a
vertical format, designed for
viewers who primarily
watch content from their
mobile phones. The first T20
will be played at Hagley Oval
in Christchurch on
Thursday, October 22. The
powerplay is one of the most
interesting phases of a T20I

match, with fielding restric-
tions encouraging batters to
attack and bowlers looking
for early wickets. By stream-
ing this period, New Zealand
Cricket hopes to bring live
cricket to a younger audi-

ence. This move is a part of a
massive effort by sports
broadcasters to reach fans
on platforms they already
use regularly. Although
TikTok will not stream the
entire match, the short live

stream could encourage
viewers to follow the
remaining match through
broadcast channels. The
first T20I begins at 8 pm,
local time in Christchurch,
which is 12:30 pm IST. In
New Zealand, the full match
will be available free to air
on Three and ThreeNow.
and the TikTok stream will
only cover the first six overs.
For viewers in India, the
series will broadcast on
Sony Sports Network, with
live streaming on SonyLIV.
The TikTok stream is only
for the New Zealand audi-
ence and is not available
anywhere else as of now.
The five-match T20I series
will be followed by five ODIs
and two Test matches as
India tour New Zealand.

Nina-Marie Daniele has clar-
ified why she wore a hijab in
her interview with UFC
fighter Movsar Evloev, and
she says it was to help him
feel comfortable. Some peo-
ple criticised her for it, but
she pushed back. The
American interviewer said
the decision came from
respect for Muslim people
and their culture, and
nobody pressured her. Also,
she made clear that her
interviews are never manda-
tory for fighters, so Evloev
chose to take part himself.
Even though some people
had problem with her wear-
ing the religious head cover-
ing, she stood by it and
thanked Evloev and his
team for letting her show
audiences a different side of
him. Overall she was happy

with how the interview
turned out. I never imagined
that me showing respect and
wearing a hijab to interview
Movsar Evloev would be so
controversial… but then
again everything I do is
somehow always controver-
sial. Daniele Says Her
Decision Came From
Respect for Muslim Culture
Daniele addressed the criti-

cism in a statement, where
she explained how she looks
at cultural differences. She
enjoys learning about other
cultures, and her UFC work
gives her chances to travel,
which she appreciates quite
a lot. “At the end of the day
it's always about respect. I
have so much respect for all
my Muslim friends,” she
wrote. She also answered the

claims that she got forced to
wear the hijab. And she
rejected that completely.
“My interviews are not
‘mandatory' and never were,
the fighters that show up
show up because they want
to and I was in no way shape
or form ‘forced' to do any-
thing,” Daniele explained.
Then she thanked Evloev
and his team for joining the
interview, and added that
she was happy people were
enjoying it. Her point was
making the fighter comfort-
able, not treating the hijab
like a costume or a publicity
stunt. Comfort of the guest
first, everything else after.
Evloev Also Spoke About His
Dislike of Political Questions
in UFC Interviews Evloev
had another point to make
during the conversation. 

Captain Harry Brook
smashed the fastest ever
double century in men's
one-day cricket interna-
tionals and the first for
England on Thursday.
Brook took 114 balls for the
double ton and holed out
two balls later for 202 off
the final ball of England's
innings against Sri Lanka
in a tri-series match. He
clobbered 10 sixes and 21
boundaries to lead
England to 429-4, its fourth
highest ODI total. Brook
reached his first century
off 75 balls with a ramped
boundary over fine
leg; reached 150
with a simi-
lar shot,
a n d
t o o k
3 9
balls
t o
h i t

the second century,
reached with a paddle
sweep against Janith
Liyanage in the final over.
Brook's effort was two
balls less than Shubman
Gill's record of 116 balls

which the
I n d i a n
m a d e
a g a i n s t

W e s t
Indies at

Guwahati last
month. Joe Root

(69), Will Jacks (66 not out)
and Tom Banton (50) also
contributed to England's
monster total after being
sent in. Sri Lanka fast
bowlers Eshan Malinga (0-
91) and Dilshan
Madushanka (0-89) were
blazed all around
Rawalpindi Cricket
Stadium while Dasun
Shanaka, returning to
ODIs after more than two
years, was smacked for 74
off his six overs. 

Former Red Bull Team Principal
and CEO Christian Horner has

revealed that British driver
Lewis Hamilton wanted to

join Red Bull before
Mercedes ahead of the
2013 season. Hamilton,
one of the sport's most
successful drivers,
has won a joint
record of seven
world titles, six

with Mercedes, in
what is said to be
the most success-
ful driver-team
p a r t n e r s h i p .
Hamilton left
McLaren at the

end of the 2012 sea-

son, having been with the team
since 2007 and winning the 2008
driver's championship. Horner
spoke about Hamilton's dwindling
interest in staying with the
Papayas and the strained relation-
ship with then teammate Jenson
Button. "Lewis Hamilton seemed
to be losing heart at McLaren,"
Horner wrote in his new autobiog-
raphy, Drive. "From the outside,
his relationship with Jenson
Button looked strained, and his
head was dropping after a series
of mechanical failures through-
out 2012. I occasionally bumped
into him at races, and we were
always friendly (despite his com-
ment about Red Bull being just a
drinks company), but I thought

he seemed strangely vulnerable
for a former world champion.
He revealed that a secret meeting
took place with Hamilton, where
the Brit confirmed he wanted to
move to Red Bull. "Then, while
checking my phone for missed
calls and messages one day, I
noticed his father's number on the
screen and wondered whether
Lewis was experiencing a change
of opinion regarding Red Bull.

"When a secret meeting
was then called with Lewis at
Adrian (Newey)'s house near
Ascot, my gut instinct was con-
firmed. He was looking to leave
McLaren, and we were his pre-
ferred destination.
"'What will it take to join you

guys?' he said, as we sat down.
Adrian, who is not known for his
poker face, looked ecstatic. I could
hardly blame him. A driver pair-
ing of Sebastian Vettel and Lewis
Hamilton was a tantalising
prospect," he added.
Simon Fuller represented
Hamilton in the potential deal.
Simon is the same man who had
previously represented the Spice
Girls and high-profile sporting fig-
ures like David Beckham and
Andy Murray.
Horner also stated that there was
a disagreement between himself
and Red Bull Racing adviser
Helmut Marko, who was credited
with discovering Vettel, the then
reigning champion.

Ayush Shetty, Tanvi Sharma Exit French

Open Badminton

ndian shuttlers Ayush
Shetty and Tanvi
Sharma bowed out in

the pre-quarterfinals of
their respective events of
the USD 950,000 French
Open badminton tourna-
ment in Paris on Thursday.
Taking the court first
among the Indians, Tanvi
was no match for world No.
1 and top seed An Se Young
of South Korea, losing 11-21,
14-21 in a 37-minute
women's singles match.
Later, Shetty forfeited his
match against sixth seed
Kodai Naraoka of Japan
due to an undisclosed injury
while trailing 17-21, 6-11 in a
men's singles second round
match. Shetty had earlier
defeated compatriot
Kidambi Srikanth in the
opening round to progress
in the tournament.

I

Nina-Marie Daniele Breaks Silence On Hijab Controversy
After Wearing It During Movsar Evloev Interview

Harry Brook Breaks Shubman Gill's Huge
World ODI Record, Scripts History For England

INDIA VS NEW ZEALAND T20IS GET A NEW
BIZARRE STREAMING PLATFORM

LEWIS HAMILTON WANTED TO JOIN RED
BULL BEFORE MERCEDES?

K
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uess the Twist in the
Second Half and Win
Rs. 1 Crore” –

Producer and Director
Poorvaaj

The Sci-Fi Thriller KillR Is
Set for a Grand Worldwide
Theatrical Release on
October 30 The sensational
sci-fi thriller “KilleR”, star-

ring Jyoti Poorvaj and
Poorvaaj in the lead roles,
features Manish Gilada,
Chandrakanth Kollu,
Dasaratha Madhav, Vishal

Raj, Archana Ananth,
and Gautham
Chakradhar Koppisetti
in other important roles.
With the blessings of
Dhyanam Nannagaru,
the film is being pro-
duced by Poorvaaj and
A. Padmanabha Reddy
under the banners of
Think Cinema and AU &
I Studios. Urvish
Poorvaj is presenting
the film, which is direct-
ed by Poorvaaj.
“KilleR” is scheduled for
a grand worldwide the-
atrical release on
October 30. OMG
Pictures is distributing
the film in overseas mar-
kets. The trailer was
launched grandly in
Hyderabad by
Blockbuster Director
Harish Shankar.

KilleR” Looks High on Quality and Intriguing
from the Trailer Itself – Power

Director Harish Shankar at the Trailer Launch

ayaho Ramanuja" is a
film directed by and
starring Lion Dr. Sai
Venkat. The movie is

being produced by Sai
Prasanna and Pravallika
under the Sudarsanam
Productions banner.
American actress Jo
Sharma plays the female
lead, while Suman and
Pravallika appear in other
key roles. "Jayaho

Ramanuja" is slated for a
grand worldwide theatrical
release on the 24th of this
month. Today, the film's
pre-release event was held
grandly in Hyderabad.
Speaking at the event:
Actress and Producer
Pravallika said: "Our movie
'Jayaho Ramanuja' is com-
ing out on the 24th of this
month. Making a film is one
task, but releasing it is

another challenge altogeth-
er. We are conducting
aggressive promotions for
our movie, competing with
the major releases of this
month. We even held pro-
motional activities near the
Statue of Liberty. The film
highlights Sri
Ramanujacharya’s efforts
toward an egalitarian socie-
ty and the hardships he
faced along the way. 

Grand Pre-Release Event of "Jayaho
Ramanuja"; Movie Set for Grand Worldwide
Theatrical Release on the 24th of This Month

heeraj Mogilineni
has earned a reputa-
tion as a successful

producer and distributor by
bringing content-driven
films to audiences. Under
his banner, Dheeraj  

Mogilineni
Entertainments, he is pro-
ducing the children’s film
Summer Holidays, directed
by Srikar. The film promis-
es to take audiences on a
beautiful journey through

childhood memories.
Featuring Master Rohan
Roy, Master Arun and Baby
Khushi in key roles,
Summer Holidays is set for
a grand theatrical release
on November 6.

roduced by Shanthi
Kumar Chilumula
and Ramanuja

Reddy Vangapati under the
Brahma Art Creations ban-
ner, the film '321' is directed
by Shanthi  Kumar
Chilumula. The film car-
ries the tagline 'Love
Marriage Vs Arranged'.
Mohit and Lavanya play
the lead pair in this movie.
The film is gearing up for
release on October 23.
Ahead of the release, a spe-
cial screening of the film
was held on Wednesday,
followed by a press confer-
ence where the film unit
interacted with the media.
Speaking on the occasion...
Director and Producer
Shanthi Kumar said: "My
sincere thanks to Mohan
garu, Mayur Patnala, and
Marri Rajasekhar Reddy
garu for standing by me
throughout this journey. IT
is my profession, but arts is
my passion. Every artist in

this movie delivered a won-
derful performance. We
can never forget the coop-
eration extended by
Madhavi garu. It was
through her references
that we cast many actors in
this film. Calvin Joy deliv-
ered great music. Mouna
Sri garu not only penned
songs but also portrayed a
good role in this movie.
Our film has shaped up
wonderfully. It is crafted in
such a way that the entire
family can watch it togeth-
er. Our movie is releasing
on October 23, and I
request everyone to watch
and support it."
Producer Ramanuja Reddy
said: "I worked as an assis-
tant cameraman under
many cinematographers in
the industry. I have shared
a close bond with Shanthi
Kumar garu for many
years. I am making my
debut as a producer with
this movie. 

Summer Holidays Set for a Grand
Theatrical Release on November 6

ollowing the traction
garnered by Caution 1
and the audience

interest in its irreverent
humour and eccentric char-
acters, the makers of Jo Jo
have unveiled Caution 2,
offering another glimpse
into the film’s raw, rustic
world. Presented by film-
maker Deva Katta, the latest
instalment shifts the spot-
light from the pursuit of dia-
monds to the complications
of romance, with a sharp
exchange about masculini-
ty, commitment and what it
takes to stand by someone.
Written and directed by
Kiran Jay Kumar and pro-
duced by Vijay Krishna
Lingamaneni under the
Vijayam banner, Jo Jo con-
tinues to build its identity
around an unfiltered comic
voice and distinctly rooted
characters.
The first glimpse introduced
audiences to the drought-hit
diamond fields of Jonnagiri,
where the promise of sud-
den fortune brought togeth-
er an unlikely group of
dreamers. Its blend of
absurd situations, earthy
dialogue and unapologetic
humour established the
film’s distinctive tonal
space. Caution 2 carries that
sensibility forward, this
time through a relationship
dynamic that turns a seem-
ingly straightforward con-
versation into a test of char-
acter. Opening with vil-
lagers moving through
Jonnagiri and visuals of
people working in the fields
against a landscape dotted
with wind turbines, the
glimpse establishes its rural
setting before moving into a
candid exchange between

the lead characters. The
woman challenges the pro-
tagonist’s understanding of
manhood, questioning
whether it is defined by
physical attributes or by the
courage to take responsibili-
ty for the woman he claims
to love. She draws a clear
distinction between pursu-
ing a girl for a few days and

being willing to marry her,
share her burdens and stand
beside her for a lifetime.
The protagonist responds
with an emphatic assurance
that he never goes back on
his word, crediting his
upbringing for his convic-
tion. The exchange then
takes an unexpected comic
turn with a reference to

Balakrishna, adding a famil-
iar pop-culture touch to the
scene. The humour lies not
merely in the punchline but
in the contrast between the
woman’s pointed question-
ing and the protagonist’s
earnest defence of himself. It
is this interplay of charac-
ter, colloquial dialogue and
irreverence that gives

Caution 2 its appeal, allow-
ing the comedy to emerge
from the situation rather
than feel imposed upon it.
At the heart of Jo Jo are two
penniless dreamers and a
fearless young woman pur-
suing the possibility of a life-
changing diamond discov-
ery. Their ambitions soon
become entangled with
romance, greed, betrayal,
danger and comic misad-
ventures. With the first
glimpse establishing the
eccentricities of their treas-
ure hunt, the second
expands the film’s canvas by
introducing another dimen-
sion of the relationships that
drive the story.
Krishna Kamal plays Seenu,
while Maahi Sri portrays
Supraja. The ensemble cast
includes Phanindra
Devarapalli as Venkatesh,
Prabhavathi as Vijayamma,
Mahaboob Basha as Suri,
Satish Devatte Tanjore as
Rangasaami, Puduru
Sharath Babu as Ramana
and Makarand Deshpande
as Mukesh Shah. The tech-
nical team comprises Rohit
Kumar as Director of
Photography, Mahesh
Shankar as Music Director
and Madhav Kumar
Gullapalli as Editor, with
lyrics by Rehman, Srinivas
Mouli and Ramachandra.
With Caution 2, Jo Jo con-
tinues to build on the dis-
tinctive comic sensibility
introduced in its first
glimpse, pairing a rural
backdrop with sharp
exchanges and unconven-
tional romantic dynamics.
The film is positioned as a
raw, rustic romantic com-
edy, and is coming soon in
theatres.

Jo Jo’ Caution 2 Brings Rustic Romance, Unfiltered
Banter and a Refreshingly Unconventional Test of Love

DRR Productions’ maiden
film, tentatively titled
Production No. 1, was
launched with traditional
pooja ceremonies on the
auspicious occasion of
Dussehra. The film is being
produced by Dr. Damodar
Nerella as his dream proj-
ect and marks the directori-
al debut of Shashank
Duvvuru. Ravi Shivateja,
Payala Bhaskar and
Subrahmanyam Ala play
the lead roles, while Neha
Pathan will be seen as the
female lead.
The film promises a
refreshing storyline that
blends friendship, romance
and family relationships
with intriguing science-fic-
tion elements. The team
aims to deliver a distinctive

cinematic experience with
engaging entertainment
and unexpected twists.
AA DREAM PROJECT
CLOSE TO THE
PRODUCER’S HEART
Dr. Damodar Nerella,
founder and CEO of the
Indian American Medical

Association (IAMA), has
been making significant
contributions to the med-
ical field. He has been prac-
tising medicine in the UK
and the United States for
the past 26 years. Alongside
his professional commit-
ments, he has also been

actively involved in social
service, organising free
medical camps in remote
villages. Speaking about his
journey into cinema, pro-
ducer Dr. Damodar Nerella
said that he had been pas-
sionate about films since
childhood. 

DRR PRODUCTIONS’ DEBUT FILM
LAUNCHED GRANDLY ON DUSSEHRA

F

he psychological thriller Fight
Maha, featuring the intriguing
tagline, “If dreams come true,

whose truth is it?”, is set to stream on
ETV Win from October 22. Starring
Sunil and Akhil Uddemari, known for
Raju Weds Rambhai, in the lead roles,
the film features Dr. Srivani Gopichand,
Vaishnavi, Siddharth, and Srikanth
Ayyangar in key roles. The film is
directed by Anand Chandra, who previ-
ously helmed Murder, produced by Ram
Gopal Varma. It is produced by AVS
Raju, R. Kumar Raju, and Anand
Chandra under the banner of New Eye
Movies LLP.
Speaking about the film, producer AVS
Raju said:“When director Anand
Chandra narrated this story to us, we
were all very impressed by it. The story
itself inspired us to produce the film.
Just as brilliantly as the director narrat-
ed the story, he has brought it to life on
screen with the same level of excellence.
We shot the film across Visakhapatnam,
Kerala, and Hyderabad.
Although only Sunil and Akhil
Uddemari appear on the film’s poster,
nearly 40 actors have played important

roles in the movie.The film Fight Maha
will begin streaming on ETV Win from
October 22. I would like to thank ETV
Win CEO Bapinidu Chowdary and the
entire ETV Win team for supporting us
and making it possible for our film to
stream on the platform,” he said.
Director Anand Chandra said:“The
sleepwalking element portrayed in
Fight Maha is quite unique. Although a
few films have explored similar themes
in the past, we believe the way we have
presented this concept will offer Telugu
audiences a fresh and distinctive cine-

matic experience.This is an innovative
psychological thriller revolving around
dreams, mental illness, destiny, guilt,
and hidden truths.The protagonist of
our film is named ‘Maha’. He constantly
battles the problems and challenges he
encounters in his life. That is why we
chose the title Fight Maha.The film also
conveys a positive message: no matter
how many disappointments or frustra-
tions one faces in life, one should never
give up. Whatever difficulties come our
way, we must continue fighting and
move forward,” the director explained.

Psychological Thriller ‘Fight Maha’ Starring Sunil and
Akhil Uddemari to Stream on ETV Win from October 22

321' is a Wholesome Film to
Watch with the Entire Family
- Director-Producer Shanthi

Kumar at Press Meet
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Dr. Damodar Nerella’s Dream Project Takes Off
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